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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 

Once again we congratulate Mrs Jill 
Groves on producing an excellent journal. 
This is for all members, so if you can con
tribute an article this would be very wel
come. Also fellow members are always in
terested in pieces of research you have 
done or items of historical interest you 
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Don Bayliss 
may have. Please bring them along to 
meetings. Next year we are planning to 
have a members' evening when we hope 
to hear about some project you are under
taking so please get researching. 

The Society continues in good heart 
with over a hundred members. 

« 
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SOCIETY NEWS AND MEETINGS 
Meets at Altrincham Library, Stamford 
New Road, Altrincham at 7.3Opm on Mon
days. Visitors £1.00 
25th March, 'Mrs Gaskell - No Cranford 
Lady', Mrs Joan Leach 

22nd April, 'Local Cheshire Freemasonry 
and Its Members', Revd. N.B. Cryer 
20th May, AGM and 'A New Look at Old 
Wedding Photographs', Mr Derek Rich
bell 

NORTH WEST HISTORY NEWS 
Trafford Park Project 
Stretford Local History Society is working 
on the Trafford Park Project and they 
would like material (photographs and do
cuments) and memories from people who 
worked and lived in Trafford Park or who 
know people who worked in Trafford 
Park. If you have anything contact the 
Chairman, Maurice Dawson, 26 Sandy 
Lane, Stretford, Manchester M32 9DA. 
[Source: Stretford Chronicle] 

North West Gas Historical Society 
Subscriptions 
M�mbership of the North West Gas His
torical Society used to be free. Now, be
cause the Society is no longer so gener
ously funded by British Gas Plc and finan
cially has to stand on its own feet, it is 
charging subscriptions for the first time. 
These are £5.00 individual; £7.50 couple; 
£7.90 for overseas outside the EC surface 
mail or £11.30 airmail. [Source: Gaslight, 
the newsletter of the North West Gas His
torical Society.] 

Considering that NWGHS send out at 
least nine newsletters a year full of infor
mation on anything relevant to the gas in
dustry and the people involved in it, £5.00 
is not a large sum to pay to be a member. 

New History Magazine for Lancashire 
Bob Dobson, bookseller and publisher of 
local history books under the imprint 
Landy Publishing, will be starting up a 
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history magazine for Lancashire in May 
1996 called Really LancJlshire. He has called 
it this because the magazine will cover the 
whole of the pre-1974 county, including 
those bits of the historic county that went 
into Merseyside, Greater Manchester and 
Cheshire. 

The cost will be £6.00 a year for four 
issues and since the magazine will be A4 
in size and forty-eight pages long, the sub
scription is a bargain. 

Bob Dobson is also looking for items for 
the magazine: anything to do with Real 
Lancashire and its history, including 
poems, articles, letters or just cuttings 
from newspapers. The magazine will also 
be happy to accept notices of forthcoming 
events, so secretaries of history societies 
send him a copy of your programme of 
talks, etc. 

If you would like to subscribe to Really 
Lancashire write to Landy Publishing, 
'Acorns', 3 Staining Rise, Staining, Black
pool FY3 OBU for a form. 

With Really Lancashire, The Lancashire 
Historian, Cheshire History (which has risen 
from the ashes), Manchester Region History 
Review, Centre for North-west Regional 
Studies Bulletin and the new Yorkshire His
tory, regional history in the North and the 
North-west in particular is now very 
served. Good luck to them all. 



Old Photographs Now on Computer at 
Chester 

-

Chester City Record Office, like most 
archives and study centres, has a large col
lection of photographs. They are quite a 
problem to store so that they are both ac
cessible to the public and yet being kept in 
good condition. They also take up quite a 
lot of space. The City Record Office has 
come up with a computerised solution 
called 'The Image Bank'; During October 
1995, 2,000 photographs were scanned-in 
onto laser disc. Now people can browse 
through the collection on computer or 
consult the index for the pictures of loca
tions or particular topics. People can also 
take away prints from the Image Bank. 

This is a pilot scheme, which if success
ful, will be expanded to include part of the 
rest of the City Record Office's collection. 
For more information tel 01244 402110. 
[Source: Chester Local History News] 

Land Army Memories 
The North West Sound Archive in Clithe
roe would like to hear from people with 
memories of the Land Army who are will
ing to help with an oral history project. 
Contact North West Sound Archive tel 
01200 27897. [Source: Greater Manchester 
Courier] 

New Civic Society in Greater 
Manchester 
Until recently Manchester was one of the 
few towns in the North-west not to have a 
civic society. Since November that has 
been rectified. 

Manchester Civic Society aims to cover 
Greater Manchester except where there 
are existing societies, but will focus on the 
city centre. Ordinary membership is £7.50, 
which includes a quarterly newspaper 
called Manchester Forum. For more infor
mation contact Peter Bames tel 0161 789 
2323 (home). [Source: Greater Manchester 
Courier] 

Gasworkers Index 
This is being compiled by two members of 
North-west Gas Historical Society, Terry 
Mitchell and David Loverseed. They have 
over 120,000 entries at the moment and 
the Index is increasing at the rate of 2,000 a 
week. The index is open for enquires in 
early 1996. Send a sae if you wish to be 
told when it goes 'on line' to either Terry 
Mitchell, 47 Meadway, Bramhall, Stock
port SK7 1JZ or David Loverseed, 48 
Flowery Field, Woodsmoor, Stockport 
SK2 7ED. They would also like to hear 
from people whose relatives worked in 
the gas industry pre-1949. If you wish for 
a reply, please enclose a sae. [Source: Gas
light, the newsletter of the North-west Gas 
Historical Society and the Howard Green
field Archive] 

Heritage News from Salford Quays 
This is a newsletter from Salford Quays 
Heritage Centre. The first issue was 
brought out a few weeks ago. The next is 
due to appear in Summer 1996. For more 
details contact Salford Quays Heritage 
Centre, 3 The Quays, Salford MS 2SQ. 

Events in the North West 
Museum of Science and Industry 

Recent Deoelopments at Castlefieldand Along the 
RDchdale Canal in Manchester 

9.30am-4.3Opm, Saturday, 2Dth April 1996 
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Fee: £10.50 
For more details contact Derek Brumhead, 

Gayton, Laneside Road. New Mills, via Stockport 
SK12 4LU 



Chester College of Higher Education 
Master of Arts in LAndscape, Heritage and Society 

Part-time course 
4 semesters (over two years) 

Fees: 05 per module 
For more details write to Amanda McKenzie, 

Continuing Education, Chester College of Higher 
Education, Cheyney Road, Chester on 4BJ. 

Chester City Record Office 
Chester Town Hall 

Pa/eography Problem Solver Session 
6.30-83Opm, 13th February, 1996 

Fees: £1.00; concessions £2.50 
tel 01244 402110 to book (numbers limited to 10 so 

book soon) 
. 

Chester Heritage Centre, 
Bridge Street Row, Chester 

People from the Past 
2.00-S.00pm, 5th March, 1996 
Fees: £1.50; concessions £2.50 

tel 01244 402230 (numbers limited to 12 so book 
soon) 

North West Group of Family History 
Societies 

1996 Spring Conference hosted by Lancashire 
Family History and Heraldry Sodety at the Daniel 

Conference Centre, Chorley, Lancashire 
In Dire Straits 

Topics include: 'Back-to-back and Up the Yard'; 
'Ufein a Victorian Workhouse'; 'Lesser Known 

Records of the Poor' 
9.30am to 43Opm, 30th March, 1996 

Fee: £14.50 (including morning coffee, buffet lunch 
and exhibition) 

For more details and forms oontact Terry Wa1sh, 
57 Bury New Road, Ramsbottom. Bury BLO 9BZ. 

Histori� Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire 

Saturday Conference 
New Developments in theHistory of LAncashire and 

Cheshire 
19th October, 10.00am-4.00pm 

Whalley and District History and 
Archaeology Society 

1996 sees a celebration of centenaries in Whalley 
including 700 years for WhaUey Abbey and a 
possible 1,400 years of Christianity in the area. 

Included in the celebrations are the Mystery Plays 
in WhaUey Abbey grounds on 8th to 16th June. 

Details of these and other events from D. Cassidy, 
19 Moorfield, Whalley, Lancashire BB79SA, tel. 

01254822345. 

PROVOST'S SUNDAY 

This talk was the Provost's contribution 
during the Provost's Court Leet Service at 
St. George's, Parish Church of Altrincham. 
It followed an excellent Sermon by the 
Revd. Brian McConnell on the difference 
between a job and a vocation, on Service 

I hope you will not mind, ifwhat I have to 
say is based on Local History, which is, I 
think, appropriate for a Provost's Sunday. 
The Provost is the Figure Head of the 
Court Leet, and although, since it was rec
onstituted by Roger Grey, the last Lord 
Stamford, in 1975, the Court Leet now 
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Chris Hill' 
to the Community and how the Officers of 
the Court Leet could change the responsi
bilities of the various ancient jobs they 
hold to meet the requirements of the mod
em community. 

only functions in public, in a ceremonial 
capacity, its historical traditions go back to 
ancient times. The list of previous Mayors, 
up to 1935, and now Provosts, is known 
back to at least 1420. For centuries the Bur
gesses of the Court Leet governed Altrin
cham, now they exist to serve Altrincham 



as best they can, to try and maintain its in
dividual character where ever possible 
and retain its pleasant surround inn
gs which make it a pleasure to live in the 
town and its environs. 

During my reading of Local History 
material, I have come across two items 
which seem appropriate to the cause of 
serving the community and other people. 

The first item concerns the home-com
ing to the ancestral Hall at Dunham Mas
sey, of William Grey, ninth Earl of Stam
ford, with his Countess, Penelope, 
together with their two children, Rpger, 
eleventh Baron Groby (or Grooby as it 
should more properly be pronounced) 
and Lady Jane Grey. This event took place 
on Thursday, 1st of July, 1906, and was 
marked by great rejoicing in the town, as 
the last Lord of the Manor to reside at the 
Hall had been the seventh Earl of Stam
ford, who, after his marriage in 18SS} 
rarely visited the Town. 

The ninth Earl, at his public reception, 
gave a speech to the Dunham tenantry, at 
which he said: 

"'There was one little sentence I thought of 
when I first found it my duty to address you. 
It is this 70 love and to honour is the sum of 
living.' That is what life really comes to after 
all. Certainly life is not worth living without 
these two things. That is the kind of principle 
we want to work on - both to love and to la
bour; and during the time allotted to me, that 
is the spirit in which I hope' to go on. Let us 
work together, co-operating as best we may, 
putting our full strength in the endeavour to 
labour and love." 

When Roger Grey took over as tenth 
Earl of Stamford, he also inherited the 
principles his father had spoken of. Soon 
after Altrincham was incorporated into 
the new borough of Trafford, the Earl rec
onstituted the Court Leet to continue look
ing after his neighbours, as the town's folk 
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of Altrincham were always referred to. I 
think Lord Stamford succeeded in leaving 
us a town we can be proud of, with a 
pleasant environment in which to live, 
knowing that he had much to do with cre
ating the modern framework for its devel
opment. The Court Leet hopes to continue 
to use its influence, based on a consensus 
of opinion from the various organisations 
it is associated with, (or the benefit of the 
townspeople of Altrincham, but not at 
other areas' expense. 

The second example comes from the 
diary of twenty year old WaIter Ashton, 
who recorded, as he calls it, a rustication 
(or holiday) in Altrincham and Bowdon, 
during the September and October of 
1825. Walter's father, Joseph Ashton, was 
the Editor of the Exchange Herald news
paper in Manchester, and during WaIter's 
stay, his father, mother and some other 
members of the family also joined him. 
Some of WaIter's observations are quite 
interesting, considering they are from 170 
years ago, so although they do not con
tribute to my main theme, I think they are 
worth mentioning to give some idea of the 
period. 

WaIter arrived at Broadheath by packet 
boat on the Bridgewater canal, and would 
have returned the same way, but as he 
was walking down to Broadheath, he hap
pened to meet a stage-coach travelling 
from Chester, which had stopped at the 
George and Dragon Inn, and as it had 
room for more passengers, he boarded it. 

He comments how pleasant it was to 
enjoy the rural neighbourhood of Altrin
cham at that time, and how it offered a 
welcome break from the "dirty, nasty, 
smokey town of Manchester, and that if it 
were not for the people who resided there, 
he should never care to enter it again". 

During his stay he went on many local 
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strolls. He mentions a service at St. 
George's here, when a Charity Service was 
preached by a nephew of the vicar at that 
time, Mr Leicester, who is described in the 
grand procession after the service, as 
"looking as large in his own conceit as the 
Arch-Bishop of Canterbury". Waiter adds, 
that after the Apparitor (and I must admit, 
I don't know what the function of the Ap
paritor was) "after the Apparitor, who 
headed the procession in his red cloak, the 
clergy followed, then the girls of the 
church school, then the boys, guarded on 
each side by men who carried sundry 
shaped, long sticks in their hands, for 
which they found consistent employment 
in knocking the poor lads' knowledge 
bones, to keep them in something like 
order, and at the rear, some hundred men 
and women who had come from miles 
around to see this grand and noble pro
cession. The children when they got into 
school, had by way of a treat, each a bun, 
and a drink of hot ale flavoured with 
either rum or gin," he forgot which; "for 
which reason," he says, "a greater number 
go to the school on that day, than· any 
other in the year." 

He alSo paid a visit. to Ashley Hall, and 
made several visits to Bowdon Church to 
attend services, and in passing, he noted 
the attendance of the young ladies from 
Mrs. Herford's private boarding school at 
No.S, Market Street. (Mrs. Herford, whose 
maiden name was Smith, had married a 
wine merchant, John Herford, and she 
was the grandmother of Helen Allingham, 
nee Patterson, the famous artist who lived 
across the road where Bellway Homes 
now have their offices.) You would have 
thought that St. George's was more con
veniently near, but in the circumstances, 
this shows the class division between the 
residents of Higher Town, as the Market 
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Street area was known, and the more ordi
nary folk of the George Street area which 
was called Lower Town. (The two areas 
being separated by a steep slope which 
has since been landscaped into a mana
geable gradient.) On his first visit to Bow
don Church, he spent som,e time admiring 
the view from the old church tower, which 
was slightly taller than the present one. 
On this occasion he writes: 

"Wednesday, Sept. 14th. I went to Bowdon: 
look'd through the Qnuch, which happened 
to be' open in c:oncequenc:e of a funeral that 
was expected, having satisfied my curiosity 
inside the Onuch, I went Into the Steeple, 
asked the man who was tolling the bell. if I 
could go on the top? He replied in the affirm
ative, and I proceeded. up the time-worn . 
steps, and I had got to the Benroom door, 
when the man gave a great toll, which so star· 
tled me that I had as near fallen backwards 
and broken my neck as could be. AItI!!r r. 
covering myself a little, I proceeded up the r. 
maining steps as fast as their worn-out c0n
dition would allow me, fearing to encounter 
another shock; however, when.I did reach the 
top, I thought myself very well repaid for my 
trouble, for eyes never beheld a more lovely 
prospect than presented itself to my view. On 
one side, the Park formed a beautiful object, 
espedally now the rich tints of Autumn had 
begun to settle In Us noble woods; OD the 
other side, the neat farmhouses, luxuriant and 
well wooded fields, and the distant hills; be
fore me Rostherne Oturch, Ashley Hall and 
the Vicarage, surrounded by trees, were very 
pretty objects; behind me, there was • beau- ' 

tifUI prospect over the country into Lanc:a
shire. Having looked through my pocket tel. 
scope unW my eyes achect.1 took the precau
tion to wait unW I heard the man give a toll, 
and then to set off down directly, in order 
that I might get past the Bell-room before he 
gave another pull. 

He also went to a Confirmation service 
at Rostheme church, conducted by the 
Bishop of Chester, and at which the clergy 
from all the surrounding churches at
tended. During the proceedings, they had 



some trouble trying to stop the lady or
ganist monopolising the service, and 
eventually this was only managed when 
she saw the Bishop waving his fist at her. 
Another incident at the service involved 
the local vicar, Mr. Horden, who suddenly 
got up and going out into a nearby field 
with Lady Egerton and her daughter, 
drove a carriage for several circuits round 
the field, as if they were in a chariot race, 
then marched back into church with a 
lady hanging on each arm, and resumed 
their seats as if nothing had occurred. 

Lymm church was another that Walter 
visited, encountering the lady organist 
again, this time practicing on the newly 
installed organ, preparing as a candidate 
for the position of organist at the church. 
He visited the gorge through which the 
Bradley Brook empties itself after leaving 
the mill dam, and wondered at the beauty 
of the ravine. 

Apart from these colourful deScriptions 
that he gives, one passage stuck in my 
mind. On the Friday before the end of his 
holiday, he writes: 

"Friday, October 7th. After tea, I had a most de
lightful walk through some fields that led 
from Dunham Lane [now the main roadl, to 
Oldfield Hall [which used to stand in what Is 
now known as John Leigh Park]. The sun was 
setting, iUld had from these fields the subli
mest effect I have ever beheld. The landscape 
before me looked 'more like' an enchantment 
than anything else I could imagine. I was 
riveted to the spot in veneration and delight, 
and thought what were the works of man 
compared with those of nature. The little 
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birds seemed to participate in the loveliness 
of the scene for they warbled their evening 
songs with, I thought, more than usual sweet
ness. At last, the sun grew fainter and fainter, 
and at last died entirely away and left noth
ing behind it but a faint stream of light as a 
memorial of its former grandeur. Thus it Is 
with us. We rise in vigour until the noon of 
life, and then sink gradually away and leave 
nothing behind us but our good works, as a 
monument of our former selves." 

These two examples were from people 
who lived some time ago, and in their 
own ways loved Altrincham and the sur
rounding area. Their comments embody 
principles which we would do well to 
note, both as individuals and as members 
of organisations. 

Note 
1. Lord Stamford and his Lady moved out of the 
Hall in 1855, the same year that Dunham Railway 
station was closed and presumably dismantled. 
When the railway had been built, in or just before, 
1853, Lord Stamford had insisted that a station be 
built as near to the Hall as possible. Bradshaw's 
railway timetables noted its existence. It was situ
ated by Care House Farm, on School Lane, out of 
the village towards Carrington Moss. The pine 
wood at the side of the railway bridge, where the 
station was situated. still belongs to the railway 
company, not the National Trust. I t would be inter
esting to know if his Lordship and the Countess 
used the station when they finally left the Hall. The 
other Station which used to stand near the Rope 
and Anchor, was Dunham Massey Station, opened 
at the same time as Dunham Station. Nothing now 
exists of the Dunham Station, which only remained 
open for less than two years. 



Note 

TOLLS TO BE LET, 1796 
Submitted by Chris Hill 

Public notice from Manchester Mercury, Tuesday, 20th 
September, 1796 

TOLLS TO BE LET. 
Altrincham Turnpike Road. 

Notice is hereby given, 

That the Truftees appointed for putting in Ex
ecution an Act of Parliament made and paffed 

" 

in the 36th Year of the Reign of his prefent Majefty, 
instituted "An Act for repairing and amending the 
Road leading from Crofsford Bridge, within Stret
ford, in the County Palatine of Lancafter, to AI
trincham, in the County Palatine of Chefther," will 
hold their firft Meeting, perfuant to the faid Act, at 
the Unicorn Inn, in Altrincham aforefaid, on Monday 
the 10th Day of October, 1796, at ten o'Clock in the 
forenoon, and proceed to the Execution of the £aid ' 
Act, and N� is hereby alfo given, that the Tolls to 
arife and to be collected at the Tollgate upon the faid 
Turnpike Road called Wafhway-gate, will be let 
by Auction to the beft Bidder, for one Year, from 
the 12th Day of November next; whoever happens to 
be the beft Bidder, muft at the fame Time give fecurity 
with fufficient Sureties, to the Satisfaction of the faid 
Truftees, for payment of the Rent agreed for and at 
fuch Times as the Truftees £hall direct. Dated this 
10th Day of September, 1796, 

GEOWOR1HINGTON, 
Clerk to the Truftees of the faid Turnpike Road. 

The above reproduced almost exactly as printed, 
Source: Altrincham Ubrary. 
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COMMENTS ON THE 1667 SUBSIDY ROLL 
FOR ALTRINCHAM 

, 

In the last issue of the Journal (No. 10, Sep
tember 1995) Mrs Groves published the 
1?67 poll tax roll, transcribed by Mrs Hig
gmbotham and added copious notes on 
the people mentioned in it. It is a very in
teresting document and the following are 
a few additional comments. 

National Background 
Before the recent flirtation with such taxes 
by Mrs Thatcher's government, poll taxes 
were fairly rare being imposed three times 
in the fourteenth century, once in the six
teenth and' several times in the seven
teenth, last being in 1695. Hearth taxes 
were also levied from 1662 to 1689. Both 
these devises for tax-raising occurred 
when the government of the day was 
strapped for cash. The taxes gathered be- . 
tween 1664 and 1667 were to raise money 
to fight the Dutch Wars of 1652-74. A spe
cific reference to a 'warre' was made in the 
subsidy roll (poll tax) for Altrincham for 
1666 which Mr Higginbotham correctly 
identified as one of the Dutch Wars (AHS 
Journal no.9, March 1995), the outcome of 
which appears to have been 'inconclu
sive', the money from Altrincham, and 
elsewhere, did not help to fund a victory. 

Contemporary Altrinchain 
As well as a connection with national af
fairs for a tax gathered locally, it is interes
ting to consider the state of Altrincham 
and the people who were paying the tax 
by looking at the words of a contemporary 
observer. The period in question does not 
seem to have been a good time for Altrin
cham, according to Peter Leycester in his 
Antiquities of Cheshire (edition of 1673) 
when he reports, writing of 1669: "There 

10 

Don 8ay/iss 
are so many small Cottages erected here 
by permission of the Lords of Dunham
Massy, that it is now become a Nest of 
Beggars". However, he might have over
stated the case because Leycester did not 
like the political affiliation of the Booths at 
Dunham and used the opportunity to 
decry the condition of their Altrincham 
manor. Yet ten years later the Booths were 
to erect a new buttermarket in the town. 
Did this reflect an active trade in the town, 
gainsaying Leycester, or was it to encour
age trade in a run-down town? Were the 
cottagers encouraged into the town to re
vitalise it or had they been given sanc
tuary from enclosure of common arable 
where they lost their land? We do not 
know. Leycester also disparaged the ad
ministration writing "Although we 
usually stile the chief Officer here, Mayor 
of Altrincham, yet in truth he is no more 
than a principal Officer, without Magiste
rial Authority". 

The 'Charterers' of the Period 
In spite of these adverse comments, AI
trincham, according to Leycester, had 
"above twenty Charterers" in 1669. These 
'charterers' form an interesting group and 
the term does not seem to have lasted long 
after this date. They were not necessarily 
freeholding ·burgesses, who were first 
legally recognised by the borough charter 
of 1290, but the relatively recent creation 
of long term leaseholders, though Leyces
ter seems to confuse the two groups. Ley
cester writes: "In a Rentall of Dunham
Massy, dated 3 Hen. 4, 1402, I find there 
were about forty Freeholders or Charterer
s in Altrincham, the rest of the Tenants of 



Altrincham... were Tenants at Will ... in 
those Ages till Hen. 8. the ancient Tenants 
in our County had generally no Leases for 
Lives, as now they have ... ". Altrincham 
had more charterers than many other 
places. In 1669 Bowdon, for example, had 
three, Dunham four. LeYceSter also states 
that Robert Parker, gentleman, of Oldfield 
Hall and William Leycester of Hale Low 
possessed the biggest properties. Most of 
the rest were said to be "very small Par
cels, not worth the reckoning up". Some of 
these might have been the relics of the me
dieval 1 acre Cheshire measure strips in 
the T?wn Fields. The two gentlemen 
named above do not appear in the 1667 
Subsidy Roll. However, a William Leices
ter became a mayor in 1670 so he must 
have been a burgess (burgage holder). 

A few figures from the roll 
The 109 entries listed 219 taxable people. 
Assuming the entries were, in the main, 
families, this gives an average of two �
able persons per family. The breakdown 
of taxable family structures was as fol
lows: 

Married, no children 38 
Married, with children 25 

one son 9 
one daughter 9 
two sons 0 
two daughters 2 
one of each 5 

Single on own 34 
Single, with children 12 

one 3 
one daughter 8 
one of each 1 

One or two of the single people might 
have been employed by others. An in
stance in respect of the Aldcrofts suggests 
a member of their household may have 
been listed separately. Entries 3 and 4 in 
Mrs Groves's and Mrs Higginbotham's 
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transcription read as follows: 
(entry) 3. George Aldcroft his wife and Ann 
and Katherin his daughter (48 for four people) 

(entry) 4. Ann Lingard for her poll Is and for 
her wages Is 
Mrs Groves supgests Ann was working 

for the Aldcrofts. 
It is interesting that the maximum size 

of taxable family in Altrincham was a unit 
of one or more adults' and two children, 
though it seems obvious there must have 
been larger actual families in the town but 
that young children Were not taxed.2 It 
would also account for the large number 
of marrieds without recorded children 
(thirty-eight). It is also interesting nearly 
half the list were single people (forty-six) 
with and without children. As a matter of 
fact there must have been more than 
twelve singles (i.e. widows and widowers) 
with children if the number of young 
children were known. Research into the 
population structure would be extremely 
fruitful. 

Status of som� of the listed people 
The list reflects the people of substance in 
the town. While the wealthiest land
owners, Parke� and Leycester, who were 
charterers were not mentioned for reasons 
unknown, some names were coincident 
with those of mayors of the period. One 
was George Aldcroft, mayor in 1668. 
Other mayors' names in the period which 
reflect persons in the tax roll were, for 
example, Henry Bradshaw (4s, mayor 
1653), James Brookes, (3s, mayor 1667), 
George Cooke (3s, mayor 1673). With 
known chapmen and other traders, the list 
may be a who's who of Altrincham in the 
mid-seventeenth century to some extent 
but, as indicated above some important 
people were not mentioned, nor is it an in
fallible indication of wealth, especially 



when combined with the details from the 
following tax return. 

Hearth Tax 
Mrs Groves listed all those in the poll tax 
who had been mentioned in the 1664 
Hearth Tax assessment. These taxes were 
levied between 1662 and 1669. There were 
exemptions such as those people with 
houses worth less than 20s. Of the 109 ref
erences in the Subsidy Roll: 

2S had one hearth or more and paid a 
hearth tax 
27 had one hearth but did not pay the tax 
1 had one hearth but was too poor to pay 
9 had two hearths and paid 
2 had three hearths and paid 
In the cases of forty-five there was no 
mention of paying Hearth Tax. 

The people with houses with three 
hearths, presumably some indication of 
relative wealth, were Henry Bradshaw 
and William Partington. Mrs Groves notes 
Bradshaw was a woollen draper and 
member of the Court Leet. He was there
fore probably in possession of burgage 
property in Altrincham and as Mrs Groves 
tells us he held 24 Cheshire-measure acres 

in Northenden, therefore a man of sub
stance. I have no information about Part
ington. In total thirty-six paid Hearth Tax 
but twenty-eight (44%) out of sixty-four 
with one hearth were for some reason 
exempt or were too poor to pay. Apart 
from Bradshaw, mayor, and who paid tax, 
George Cooke, mayor, was not listed in 
the Hearth Tax roll and James Brookes 
possessed one hearth on which he did not 
pay tax, men of status but perhaps not of 
wealth. Both tax returns give a hint that 
Altrincham was not very wealthy and 
support Leycester's observations, hitherto 
dismissed as rather spiteful. 

Editor'S Notes 
1. Ann Ungard is the only person listed in the 
whole 1667 Subsidy Roll for Altrincham as earning 
wages. She was probably a servant, but was she the 
only one in Altrincham? The only other 'servants' 
mentioned are three apprentices. See next article 
for possible explanations of the lack of servants in 
Altrincham. 
2. This was not true of other neighbouring town
ships. See next article for possible explanations. 
3. Robert Parker was taxed in the township of Dun
ham Massey, with his wife Ellen and their 
daughter Mary. But William Leicester was not 
even taxed in Hale township. 

COMP ARISON OF AL TRINCHAM IN 1667 
WITH NEIGHBOURING TOWNSHIPS 

Reading through Don Bayliss's analysiS of 
the 1667 Subsidy Roll for Altrincham, I 
suddenly realised that there were some 
very strange anomalies about the town -
anomalies which do not occur in neigh
bouring townships like Sale, Ashton-on
Mersey, Baguley, Bowdon, Timperley, 
Partington, Carrington, Hale, Dunham 
Massey and Ashley. Firstly there were too 
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few servants and secondly, where were all 
the children? Thirdly, why did a town 
with supposedly over a hundred taxable 
households only pay £13 4s when it 
should have paid over £30. 
Servants and Children 
Apart from Ann Lingard and three ap
prentices, there appear to be no other ser
vants in Altrincham. In a place with over 
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200 households, some of them gentry and 
wealthy yeoman establishments, this is 
very hard to believe. Therefore I think that 
some of the single person households, of 
which there are a strangely high number 
in the town, .were actually servants, and 
probably living-in servants too. 

Unless a servant was an apprentice or 
earning less than £1 a year in wages, a tax 
of Is for every pound earned per year was 
payable. Although it is not stated, it was 
probably payable by the head of the 
household. Servants in the other town
ships roundabout paid or had the tax on 
their wages paid by their masters or mis
tressei Why not those in Altrincham? 
And what had Ann Lingard done that she 
should be singled out? 

One possible explanation is that be
cause Altrincham was a town, with a few 
common fields around it, households here 
did not need servants such as dairymaids 
or ploughboys to help them with agricul
tural duties. This could also explain the 
lack of children noted in the subsidy roll. 
Most servants were young, working to 
save up money to lease their own small 
tenement farm or to be able to marry. So 
the elder children could be living else
where in the neighbourhood as live-in ser
vants or apprentices. 

Altrincham had the smallest percentage 
of servants per household in the whole 
area - 4%! Hale is the only other township 
that comes close to this very low figure 
with 9%. Possibly this is because Hale had 
the largest number of children, 180 in 
total, the largest number being in house
holds with three children (forty-eight). 

The township with the highest percent
age of servants per household was Dun
ham Massey (37%), closely followed by 
Partington (36%), which pOSSibly might 
not count because it only had fourteen 
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households. Most of the rest were around 
20% to 31 %. It does seem that the elder 
children of Altrincham did live and work 
as servants and apprentices elsewhere. 

There does seems to be a very slight 
correlation between the percentage of ser
vants per household and the average 
number of children in households married 
with children. If the average is three or 
more children per married with children 
household then the percentage of servants 
is slightly reduced. However, there are so 
many �riables in this. A household with 
three very young children might have a 
servant whereas a household with one 
strong child of ten or over would not. The 
fact that the largest number of children in 
a township are in households of three or 
more might have an effect too. For 
example, in Ashley just under one-third of 
the children were living in six households 
with five children each. So not surpris
ingly the percentage of servants was 20%. 

However, in Altrincham both the num
ber of children and the percentage of "ser
vant was extremely low by' comparison 
with the rest of the area. 

Taxable Households 
The constables of each township who col
lected the subsidy with the aid of their as
sessors each had their own way of setting 
out who had or had not paid. In general it 
was done household by household. In 
Bowdon, only the head of the household is 
named and the presence of a wife noted 
and also the number of children and ser
vants, and the amount of servants' wages. 
In Sale and Ashton-on-Mersey, the con
stables gave detailed listing of the people 
in each household. In Sale the constables 
even listed those who were on the border
line of being able to pay, but for whom the 
sickness or death of the head of the house
hold would push into destitution. 



The constables of Altrincham and their 
assistant assessors for February 1667 listed 
each member of each household, on the 
face of it, much as in the other townships. 
Yet comparison with other townships 
makes one ask where were the children 
and where were the servants and the tax 
from their wages? 

The constables were drawn from the 
great and the good of Altrincham. Adam 
Grantham, though he styled himself tailor, 
was actually a brewer, probably an inn
keeper too, and a well-to-do one at that. So 
too was Robert Eaton. When he died later 
in 1667, his will and inventory showed 
him to be the general Mr Fixit for Altrin
cham peop�e. The assessors were James 
Leicester, Thomas Clayton and John 
Leather, all men of good yeoman or even 
minor gentry families in the Altrincham 
area. These were people who were hardly 
likely to be working a 'seam', as the mod
em idiom would be. Had they just taken 
their powers a little too far and perhaps 
for reason of compassion decided not to 
demand poll tax on young children from 
poor households, as Don Bayliss suggests, 
or tax on servants' wages from house
holds who could only just afford a ser
vant? Perhaps Sir Peter Leycester was 
right when he implied that Altrincham 
was in decline and the constables were ac
ting within their powers �f discretion in 
the case of those unable to pay. Backing 
for Leycester's comments comes from the 
1664 Hearth Tax for Altrincham which has 
a very long list of households unable to 
pay the tax because of poverty, much 
longer than those for other townships in 
the area. 

Sale, with just under seventy taxable 
households, paid £27 3s. So Altrincham, 
with 109 households, should have been 
paying well over £30. Instead it was pa-

ying an amount comparable with Ashton
on-Mersey, which only had forty-six tax
able households and paid £12. 
The Reasons for Albincham's Decline 
If Sir Peter Leycester was correct in his de
scription of Altrincham in decline, what 
were the reasons for that decline? Possibly 
the major reason was that Altrincham's 
market trade was going to Manchester. At 
this time Manchester was only slightly 
larger 1han Altrincham. Manchester com
prised the area around what is now the 
Cathedral, Chetham's School, Victoria Sta
tion, the area that is now the Amdale 
Centre, and St. Anne's Square, with sub
urbs reaching to what are now Piccadilly 
Gardens and along Deansgate (the south
ern end of Deansgate was another hamlet 
called Alport). 

Manchester's markets were growing in 
size, importance and hinterland. Man
chester held markets on Mondays, Fridays 
and Saturdays. Its most important market 
was the Cloth Market, but Manchester 
also had a corn market, a horse market, an 
apple market, quite a large meat market 
with stalls for twenty-three 'town' 
butchers and seventeen 'foreign' ones, and 
a general prOvisions market. Trading went 
on not only in the markets but also in the 
great number of inns and alehouses close 

<by. On market days the whole town must 
have been full of stalls. (The nearest mod
em equivalent is probably the famous Sat
urday market in the French town of Sarlat 
in the Dordogne, which fills all the main 
streets and many of the back streets too.) 
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How could Altrincham, with its weekly 
provision market in the small market 
place and two annual fairs compete with 
this? Many Altrincham butchers didn't. 
They sold their meat in Manchester. The 
Bury/Berry family, butchers of Altrin
cham, certainly did. In the period 1662- < 



1675 Richard Bury was fined in Manch� 
ter for selling a 'measill'd swine'. In the 
same period John Janney was fined for 
selling an oat loaf short of weight In 1677 
Richard Higgenson and Richard Johnson 
were fined for selling 'unmarketable' 
meat. In 1 684  William Bury was fined for 
the same offence. The figures are small, 
but indicative of what was happening. 
Also traders from townships which might 
have been expected to use Altrincham, 
used Manchester instead. 

In order to halt this haemorrhage of 
trade, Henry Booth, then Lord Delamer� 
built a buttermarket with a courthouse 
over it near the market cross in 1 684. 
Later, his son George Booth, second Earl 
of Warrington, rebuilt the market cross in 
1730 and granted the right for a third fair 
for cattle. Altrincham traders continued to 
use Manchester markets but not in such 
great numbers in the mid-eighteenth cen
tury.] 

Sir Peter Leycester in his vitriolic r� 
marks on Altrincham describes the town 
as a 'nest of beggars', complaining that the 
lords of manor, the Booths, were allowing 
too many to build cottages on the waste. 
The court leet in Altrincham appears to 
back his remarks. In this the Booths faced 
the problems of a growing population and 
a growing number of vagrants and others 
moving into the town. The court leet rec
ords of the manors of Northenden and Et
chells, which manors were owned by the 
Tattons of Wythenshawe, show similar 
problems. The Tattons allowed encroach
ment on the waste, Shadow Moss, in Et
chells by tenants and the children of ten
ants. They also allowed subletting by their 
tenants, usually to the children of other 
tenants. However, they appeared not to 
allow the building of cottages on Shadow 
Moss. 
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Sir Peter Leycester implies that Altrin
cham looked an untidy town, full of viol
ent vagrants. Why should people wish to 
trade in such a place? Why should they 
wish to work there? Perhaps the eldest 
children were sent away as servants to 
other more prosperous areas to get them 
out of such a bad place. 

Why did the Booths allow Altrincham 
to become a 'nest of beggars'? Part of the 
answer lies in the 1667 Subsidy Roll for 
Dunham Massey. Only four sons were liv
ing in Punham Massey hall in February 
1667. Most of the family was living in Lon
don. Compare this with Ashley where 
most of the Merediths were in residence in 
Ashley Hall (apart from Sir Amos, who 
was away on business in Ireland); Baguley 
where the Leighs were living in Baguley 
Hall and Sale where the Masseys were liv
ing in Sale Old Hall and Sale New Hall. 
The Booths were very involved in national 
politics and it may be that this meant they 
neglected Altrincham. The' squalor of the 
town was not constantly in their noses. 

How the Decline was Halted 
Following on from the last paragraph, it 
could be said that the financial cata
strophe of the Booth family in the early 
1690s helped to halt the decline in Altrin
cham. George Booth, second Earl of War
rington, did not have, and knew he could 
not afford, the political aspirations of his 
father and grandfather. He set about man
aging his estates well instead and it is sig
nificant that Altrincham began to pick up 
economically and socially under his 
'reign'. He gave the town a new market 
cross and granted a new, third, fair. In 
doing so, he helped the market to regain 
traders and to specialise in livestock, but
ter, cheese and provisions, commodities 
for which Manchester was becoming less 
and less well known. 



On the social side, the will of Mrs Judith 
Shaw of Dunham Massey Hall (she was 
probably a companion to Lady Mary 
Booth), dated 1736, shows a growing gen
teel elite made up of rising tradesmen and 
yeomen now calling themselves 
gentlemen: the Birches, the Ashleys, the 
Parkers, the Dickensons. 

Altrincham in the seventeenth century 
had the same sort of service trades as its 
village neighbours: wheelwrights, 
weavers, etc., with the addition of some 
innkeepers, maltmen and butchers, of 
course. But towards the end of the seven
teenth century, the returning prosperity of 
the town saw the arrival of 'gardeners', 
who may h,ave worked for people on their 
gardens or who may have been the pre
cursors of the market gardeners of the 
nineteenth century. In addition, a pros
perous Altrincham acquired apothecaries, 
linen drapers, milliners to make fashion- . 
able hats for the gentlewomen, and law
yers like John Cooke and lsaac Worthing
ton, who took over the writing of wills 
from schoolmasters like Francis Newton 
and John Hollenpriest (and who seem to 
have been paid by the word for it!) Such 
additional service trades would have been 
found in either Stockport or Manchester 
before. Now they could be found in Al
trincham. 

Conclusion 
Most of the theories expressed in this ar
ticle are unproven, but appear to be colla
borated by what primary sources there 
are. That there was a rising prosperity in 
the whole area has been shown in wills 
and inventories for the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries. It can be see� in the 
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rise of some families from relatively 
humble beginnings to greater wealth and 
prominence than their neighbours, such as 
the Smiths in Dunham Massey and Ash
ton-on-Mersey (who were probably 
cousins), the Harrisons in Flixton, the Bir
ches in Altrincham, the Irlams in Sale, the 
Coppocks in Timperley. Many of these 
families made their wealth by being ban
kers to their neighbours. The wealthy cl� 
thiers� who can be found in Manchester, 
are rarely found in this area, even though 
there were a number of weavers sup
plying the Manchester linen market. 

However, Altrincham was certainly not 
a prosperous place in the 1660s and 1670s. 
Not many of its people participated in the 
growing wealth of neighbouring town
ships. Yet its fortunes were beginning to 
turn around by 1 701 when John Lupton 
sold tobacco locally and William Lupton, 
possibly his father, sold 'strong waters' to 
an Altrincham populace who could now 
afford the luxury. 
Sources 
Altrincham. A History edited by Don Bayliss, Wil
low Publishing 
The Protector of Dunham Massey by Ioyce littler, 
1993 
ElizAbethan Manchester by T S. Willan, Chetham S0-
ciety, ThirdSerles, Vol:J.7 
Manchester Court Ltet Records edited by I.P. Ear
waker,several volumes 
Court Leet Records of Northenden and Etche1ls in 
John Rylands Ubrary and Manchester Central U
brary 
1667 Subsidy Rolls for Altrincham, Ashton-on
Mersey, 8aguley, Bowdon, Dunham Massey, Sale, 
Timperley, Partington and Carrington, Leicester
warren Archive, CheshIre CoWlty CoWldl Record 
Office. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
Altrlncham In Old Photographs by prosperous areas. The four places were 
John Hudson once the home of many Mancunians. 
Alan Sutton Publishing Ltd What follows is a model of clarity. Each 
22cm, paperback, photographs, township is described in a similar way. 
Illustrations, £7.99. ISBN 0 7509 0640 5 The section on Ardwick gives the origin of 
The book begins with a short introduction the name. Medieval Ardwick follows, 
about Altrincham in Cheshire. There fol- then Ardwick as a Desirable Residential 
lows over a hundred pages of old photo- Suburb, within walking distance of Man
graphs, many of which have appeared chester _ yet still rural, It is said a person 
elsewhere. Often the photograph takes up standing in what is now Piccadilly gar_ 
about half the page, with a few lines of dens could watch the hunt in Ardwickl 
text underneath - the rest of the page is The reviewer remembers a fine Georgian 
blankl Perhaps the most interesting aspect (or early Victorian) house, facing Ardwick 
of this book is the reprinting of old adver- - Green. That has become the premises of 
tisements naming firms and shops long Jabez Taylor, a builders' merchant. There 
gone. is much more of interest - in the 18305 

Almost any local history book is worth John Rylands and George Wilson, chair
having for a local history buff. Sadly, this man of the Anti-Com Law League, were 
reviewer feels obliged to say that this one residents. Nicholls Hospital, e$tablished 
is expensive for what it is - despite the at- along the lines of Chethams School, still 
tractive cover. stands and is used as a school. 

Ron Higginbotham The text is accompanied by large scale 
Looking Back at Hulme, Moss Side, · street maps. Each of. the numerous photo-
Chorlton on Medlock and Ardwlck by graphs bas a full paragraph of explana-
Chrls Makepeace. tion. 
Willow Publishing, Willow Cottage, 36 The treatment is similar for Chorlton-
Moss Lane, Tlmperley, Altrlncham on-Medlock, Hulme and Moss Side. 
WA 1 5  6SZ. The book is very informative and it will 
3Ocm, paperback, 76pp, 1 1 9  
illustrations, Looking Back Series, undoubtedly come as a surprise to many 

£6.95. ISBN 0 46361 34 7. readers that areas which seem so un-
This book with a good, short introduction promising nowadays contain so much of 
which explains that three of the four town- interest when interpreted by Chris Make
ships mentioned were part of the original peace. The book deserves the attention of 
borough of Manchester created in 1838. a wide public and, in the opinion of the re
The fourth one, Ardwick, was absorbed. in viewer, is a good buy. 
1904. Now all belong to what might be Ron Higginbotham 

called the 'inner city'. They have been The Home Front: Life In Ashton dur-
largely ignored by compilers of illustrated Ing World War 2 by Barbara Atklnson 
books of Manchester. Yet, each district has Tameslde MBC. Available from ( ..... 

its own distinct history. Further, the Tameslde LQCaI Studies Ubrary, Trinity 
author mentions that old photographs are Str .. t, Stalybrldge, Cheshire SK1 5  2BN 
not as common as they are for the more A4, IIpp, 54pp, illustrations, £7.50 (plus 

£1 .89 p&p UK, £2.60 p&p overseas 
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surface mail). ISBN 0 904506 19 3. 
This book is the story of one particular 
town during World War n. It is a micro
cosm of what bappened nationally. 

The first chapter, called 'Put the Light 
Out', sets the scene for us. It refers, of 
course, to the 'blackout' when all lights 
had to be dimmed or covered so as not to 
reveal the town to enemy aircraft over
head. It deals with the response of Ashto
nians to undreamt-of challenges and 
dangers, This chapter is a very good ac
count of what really took place. 

Likewise, each chapter covers some af
fect of life in wartime such as the conver
sion of local industry to war work with the 
consequent mobilisation of civilians. Most 
people of a certain age will remember the 
meagre rations and the shortages of vir
tually everything. How we longed for the 
taste of an orange or the sight of a banana! 

In spite of the many hardships the 
author describes well the comradeship 
that grew with a willingness 'to do your 
bit'. She mentions the work of the 
Women's Voluntary Service CW.V.S.), the 
Civil Defence, the Home Guard and the 

other organisations, where hours of ser
vice were usually given after a long day's 
work. 

On the lighter side, the author mentions 
the opportunities for leisure - although 
much more restricted than we enjoy no
wadays. The radio was the chief medium 
for news as well as entertainment. 
Cinemas were immensely popular, as was 
the local dance hall. Pubs were, of course, 
very busy - when they had beer to sell. 

The author makes it clear that almost 
every aspect of life in Ashton was affected 
by the war. The book is well illustrated 
with photographs and reproductions of 
wartime advertisements from the local 
newspaper. I'm sure it will remind older 
readers of this momentous period, per
haps reminding them of details they had 
forgotten. The book conveys to younger 
people the extent of the effort that was 
needed to achieve victory. 

This is a very readable book. Buy it and 
enjoy it! 

Ron Higginbotham 

Other Local History Society Programmes 
Ashton and Sale History Society Atherton Heritage Society 
Meets at the Claremont Centre, Claremont Meets at the Methodist Church Hall oppo
Road, Sale, on the first" Wednesday of site Atherton Library, Atherton on the sec-
every month at 7.30pm. ond Monday of the month at 7.30pm. 
3rd April, 'The Dunham Massey Papers'. 8th April, 'Local Music Halls and Cinemas 
1st May, 'Nineteenth Century Glass'. - 100 Years of Cinema'. 
5th JUne, 'The Legacy of the Nineteenth 13th May, 'Music Hall Memories'. 
Century Poor· Law'. 17th June, 'Local Men at Gallipoli'. 
3rd July, Members' Evening. Bowdon History Society 7th August, 'Excavation and Exploration Meets at the Lecture Room, Bowdon 
at Wet Earth Colliery'. Downs Church, Bowdon Road at 8.00pm. 
4th September, 'Manchester and the In- Subscriptions £3 (adult) and £l.SO (stu-
dustrial Revolution'. dent). 
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18th March, 1996, 'Cheshire's Medieval 
Warriors and their Ladies'. 

Chipping Local History Society 
Meets on Tuesdays at St. Mary's Com
munity Hall, Chipping, Preston at 7.45pm. 
Members subscriptions £5.00, vistors 
£1.oop 
19th March, 1996, 'Elizabethan to Geor
gian Housing in Lancashire'. 
9th April, 1996, 'Origins of Lancashire'. 

Eccles and District History Society 
Meets at Eccles Library on Wednesdays at 
7.30pm. Visitors £1.00 
13th March, 'Castles in England and 
Wales'� 
10th April, 'Manchester Buildings'. 
8th May, AGM and talk or slide show 

Thursday afternoon talks (23Opm): 
14th March, 'Lancashire dialect' 

Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire . 
Meets in the Roscoe Room (5th Floor) the 
Central Libraries, William Brown Street, 
Liverpool, at 7.oopm. 
18th April, 'The clergy and the parish in 
South-east Cheshire, 1648-1662'. 
16th May� 'The nineteenth century land
owner as developer: the Clifton Estate and 
the development of Lytham St. Annes'. 
20th June, 'The 1803 poor law report and 
Lancashire' . 
19th September, 'Trade through early 
Tudor Chester', Joint meeting with Ches
ter Archaeological Society (at the Grosve
nor Museum, Chester, 7.30pm). 
21st November, 'An unexceptional com
modity: the use of coal in South-west Lan
cashire in the sixteenth century'. 

Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian 
Society 
Meets at various venues in and around 
Manchester at various times. 
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Saturday, 16th March, Day School on 
Warrington Non-conformity, venue un
known. 
Friday, 12th April, 'The Leicesters of Ta
bley and the Salt Industry of Northwich', 
Friends Meeting House, Mount Street. 
Saturday, 2.00pm, 18th May, Excursion to 
Leek. 
Saturday, 200pm, 18th June, Excursion to 
New Mills. 
Sunday, 2.oopm, 14th July, Excursion to 
Alderley Edge to see work of architect J.S. 
Crowther. 

Leigh and District Family History So
ciety 
Meets in the Derby Room, Leigh Library, 
Leigh Road, Leigh, Lancashire. 
19th March, 'Wood Pit, Haydock - the 
Disaster of 1878'. 

Leigh Local History Society 
For more details contact the Secretary, Mrs 
Norma Ackers (01942 865488). 
27th March, 'The History of Biddulph 
Grange and Stafford'. 
24th April, AGM and Historical video 
29th May, EVening out (to be arranged) 
6th July, Day out to Biddulph Grange and 
Stafford. 

Liverpool Medieval Documents Re
search Group 
Meets Saturdays 9.30am-3.00pm from 
14th October onwards at Liverpool 
University, Continuing Education Centre, 
126 Mount Pleasant, Liverpool, Liverpool. 
More details from Mr P.H.W. Booth, De
partment of History, tet. 0151-794 2534. 

For those skilled in medieval Latin and 
palaeography, who wish to transcribe and 
edit local medieval records. 

Manchester Heraldry Society 
Meets on Tuesdays at the Library of the 
Manchester and Lancashire family His
tory Society at Clayton House, 59 Picca-



dilly, Manchester 1 (opposite Piccadilly 
Bus Station, near the Newton Street cor
ner) at 7.00pm. 
12th March, 1996, 'Some Lancashire 
shields' 

Merseyside Industrial Heritage Society 
Meets at Liverpool Museum at 7.15pm. 
Visi tors £1.00. 
22nd April, 1996, 'Rails no more!'. 
4th-6th May, 1996, Weekend visit - North 
Wales. 
8th June, 1996, Visit to Helmshore. 
6th July, 1996, Visit to Lancaster. 

North West Gas Historical Society 
Not all dates and locations known, so 
where interested contact the Secretary, 
Diane Smith, Secretary, North West Gas 
Historical Society, 13 Private Drive, Bam
ston, Wirral L61 1 OF. Subscriptions are 
now £5.00 per year for members. 
April 1996, mini-topic evening (Stretford). 
May 1996, arrangements not yet finalised 
(Liverpool). 
June 1996, annual visit - to Liverpool, in
cluding a tour of the town hall. 

Pilling and District Historical Society 
Meets at the Methodist Church, School 
Rooms, Small wood Hey, Pilling, Nr. Pres
ton at 7.3Opm. Visitors £1.00 per meeting. 
5th March, 1996, 'Garstang to Knott End 
Railway' 
26th March, l996, AGM 

Railway and Canal Historical Society, 

North West Group 
Meet at 215pm on Saturdays at the British 
Railways Staff Association Club, Man
chester Victoria Station. 
9th March, 1996, 'An introduction to the 
Sankey Canal' and 'The Founders of the 
Inland Waterways Association'. 

South Trafford Archaeology Group 
(STAG) 
Meets at the STAG Display Centre, Tim
perJey Old Hall Hotel, at 7.30pm. 
22nd March, 1996, 'Recent Archaeological 
Work at Pompeii'. 
26th April, 1996, 'Trafford's Historical 
Past'. 
31st May, 1996, 'Life in Roman Britain'. 

Stretford Local History Society 
Meets at Stretford Central Library, Kings
way, on the third Thursday of each month 
between September and July at 7.45pm. 

Wigan Archaeological Society 
Meet in the History Shop on the first Wed
nesday of the month at 7.30pm. 
6th March, 'Roman Settlement in the 
North West'. 
3rd April, 'Edward Vi and his Money' 

Wilmslow Historical Society 
Membership subscriptions: £8.00; visitors: 
£2.00. 
Contact the Chairman, J.T. Bever, 20 
Crossway, Bramhall, Stockport, Cheshire 
SK7 1LB for details of where the society 
meets, publications, etc. 

LOCAL BOOKS 
Ashton-under-Lyn,: and Mossley by Alice Lock, 
Chalford Publishing, Sl Mary's Mill, Chalford, 
Stroud GL6 8NX 24cm. paperback, 128pp, 200 
illustrations, Archive Photographs Series, £8.99. 
ISBN 0 7524 0164 5. 

Victorian Quaker Courtship: Lancashire Love Let
ters of the 1850s (Jonathan Abbatt and Milry Dil-
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worth) by John Dilworth Abbatt, William 
Sessions Ltd, The Ebor Press, York. AS, 308pp, 
65 illustrations, 1 map, £9.90. ISBN 0 85072 043 
6. 

Unique Chester Rows: Discover Chester's Two
Tiered Streets by Anthony John Bowerman, 
Wordplay Publishing, 70 Garden Lane, Chester 



CHI 4EY. 3Ocm. folded paperback,. maps and il
lustrations by Tim Morgan. Complete Guides, 
£1 .25. ISBN 0 9519636 3 5. 

Pendle Hill and Its Surroundings by Spencer E. 
Hall, Landy Publishing. 20cm, paperbaclc, SOpp, 
12 illustrations, £5.00. ISBN 1 872895 24 7. 

Black Pool of 1788 by Stephen Barritt 21cm, 
paperback,. lxpp, ?9pp, 13 illustrations, 3 maps, 
£2.95. ISBN 0 9524915 1 6. 
Description of BlAckpool in Lancashire Frequented 
for Sell Bathing by Wllliam Hutton, edited by 
Stephen Barritt. 21cm. paperback. xviipp, 55pp, 
new edition, £2.95. ISBN 0 9524915 0 8. 

Both published by Peneverdent Publishing, 
15 Unton Grove, Penwortham, Preston PRl 
ORB. \ 
Women's Suffrage Collection from Milnchester Cen
tral Library. Part 1:  Lydia Becher and the Milnches
ter Society for Women's Suffrage, Part 2: The Papers 
of Millicent Garrett Fawcett - A Listing and Guide 
to the Microfilm CoUection, Adam Matthews Pu� 
lications. 21cm, paperback, 150pp, £35.00. ISBN 
1 8571 1 061 7. 

Homes Fit for Heroes in Inter-war A.shton: Did They 
Stop a Revolution? by Antony Rybaczek (self
publisher), 73 Furness Avenue, Ashton-under
Lyne OL7 9JL. 3Ocm, spiral, 61pp, 14 illustra
tions, 5 maps, £3.50. ISBN 0 9516752 0 X. 

Richard Alport's Charity Children: The Story of the 
Malpas Alport School. Part 1: 1745-1903 by David 
Haynes (self-publisher), Stoke Cottage, Church 
Street, Malpas SY14 8PD. 23cm, paperbaclc, 
£2.50. ISBN 0 9520548 2 5. 

Battle for Kohima 1944: The Narrative of the 2nd 
Battalion the Milnchester Regiment - The Milchine 
Gun Battalion of the British 2nd Battalion by R 
King-Clarke, RA. Bonner, 115 Mobber1ey Road, 
Knutsford WAI6 8EN. 2Ocm. paperbaclc, 144pp, 
illustrations, maps, £10.00. ISBN 1 873907 01 X. 

Broadheath, 1885-1985: A Century of Industry by 
Frank Bamford (self-publisher), 9 Malvern 
Drive, Altrincham WA14 4NQ. 21cm, paper
back. 144pp, 48 illustrations, 5 figures, 5 maps, 
£:7.50. ISBN 0 9517225 2 2. 

Portrait of Wilmslow, HDndforth and Altlerley Edge 
by Ron Lee, Sigma Leisure. 19cm, paperback, 
l00pp, illustrations, 2nd revised edition of 
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'Portrait of Wllmslow, Alder1ey Edge and 
Handforth', £:7.95. ISBN 1 85058 556 3. 

SlAve Captain: Career of. James irving in the Liver
pool SlAve Trade by Suzanne Schwarz, Bridge 
Books, Wingett Books, 25A Chester Street, 
Wrexham, Clwyd LL13 8BG. 21cm, paperback, 
164pp, 2 illustrations, 3 maps, £8.95. ISBN 1 
872424 42 2. 

Nightshift: Growing Up in and Around Wigan CA
sino 1974-1981 by Pete Mp(enna, 5.T. PubUah
ing, P.O. Box 12, Dunoon PA23 7BQ. 2Ocm. 
paperback,. 128pp, £5.95. ISBN 1 89892740 5. 

What Did They Leave?: Some Melior WiUs and In
ventoria by Tom Oldham. 21cm, paperback, 
16pp, £1;00. ISBN o 9522716 3 X. 

. 

Brabyns Hall and Park by Peter Bardsley and Ann 
Hear1e. 21cm, paperbaclc, £2.00. ISBN 0 9522716 
1 3. 

Both published by Marple Local History S0-
ciety, Townscliffe Farm. Townscllffe Lane, Mel
Ior, Stockport SK6 5AR 

Finding Folk: Handlist of Genealogical Sources in 
Lancashire Record, Lancalihire Record Office, 
Bow Lane, Preston PRl 2RE. Price £8.50 (plus 
£2.35 p&tp UK, £6.91 Zone 1 airmail, £8.17 Zone 
2 airmail, £3.08 surface mail). 

This is a completely revised handlist guide 
to ba� famUy history sources in Lancashire 
Record Office, including details of recent ac
quisitions of records from the Anglican Diocese 
of Uverpool and the Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Salford . . 

Ernest ClAremont: A MilncJrester Life with � 
Ruyoe and W.T. Glover El Co. by Tom C. C1arke, 
Hu1me Press, 6 Brenton Avenue, Manchester 
M33 lRG. 21cm, paperback, 6Opp, 35 illustra
tions, £6.00. ISBN 0 9526391 0 6. 

Oral History in Wilmslow by David E. Gerard. 
22cm. paperback, 5pp, 1 illustration, Wllmslow 
Historical Society Pamphlets, No.6, ffi.60. ISBN 
o 952i'054 5 1. 
-Church in the Field-: MobberIey Quaker Gravey
ard IInd lis History by Patrlda Hodson. 22cm, 
paperback,. 10 illustrations, WUmsJow Histori
cal Society Pamphlets, No.5, £1.00. ISBN 0 
95270544 3. 

Both published by Wilmslow Historical S0-
ciety, 17 Alton Road, Wilmslow SK9 6AY. 
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Dlustrated Historical Survey of a Great Prooincud 
Station: Mllnchester London Road by John 
Hooper, Challenger Publications, 15 Lovers 

Lane, Grasscroft, Oldham OL4 4DP. 27cm, 
paperback, 64pp, 123 illustrations, £8.95. ISBN 1 
89962405 8. 

Magazines 
Ashton and Sale History Society Newsletter, Qc- Canal Cuttings, the newsletter of the Sankey 
tober 1995, No.7. A4, 12pp, single issue £1.00 Canal Restoration Society, Vo1.3, Nos.2 and 3, 
(plus 40p p&p), 2 issues a year £5.00 (plus mem- Summer and Autunm 1995. AS, 20pp, 4 issues a 
bership). Available from the Editor, 77 Marford year, subscription unknown. Available from 
Cresoent,Sale, Cheshire M33 4DN. Sankey Canal Restoration Society, c/o The 

Articles include: 'A Glimpse at Sale in 1812'; Groundwork Trust, 19-27 Shaw Street, St. 
'The Cheshire Roads to Barlow Ford'; 'The Helens WAI0 1DF. 
Heywards Alias Deans: an illegitimate family News items on canals, their history and res-
in seventeenth century Sale'. toration. 

Bowdon Sheaf, the journal of the Bowdon History 
Society, No. 26, October 1995. AS, 8pp, SOp per 
issue. Available from Mrs Ann Redford, 5 Pine
wood, Bowdon, Altrincham, Cheshire WA14 
3JQ. 

Articles in this issue include: 'Bowdon Hall 
in 1817: A Newly-Discovered Description'; 
'Bowdon in the 16th and 17th centuries: The 
Booths and the Tippings. Landed Gentry and 
Yeomen Retainers - Part 5'. 

Browsings, the journal of the South Trafford Ar
chaeological Group (Sf AG), Nos. 61 and 62. M, 
4pp and 6pp respectively, 4 issues a year, £7.00 
subsCriptions (adults). Available from the 
Chairman, Derek Pierce, 30 Ollerton Avenue, 
Sale M33 5HB. 

Articles in No.61 include: 'Timperley Moat'; 
'Wirksworth - SfAG's Day Out'; 'Engine Vein 
Mine, Alderley'. 

Articles in No.62 include: 'Air Raid Shelters' 
[surveys of those surviving); 'Timperley Moat 
1995'; 'Council for British Archaeology (North 
West) - Reports Meeting'; 'Eyebrow Cottage, 
Sale' (2pp pull-out section); 'A "Grave" Busi
ness'; 'Engine Vein Mine - Again I' 
Bury Archive Service Newsletter, July 1995. AS, 
4pp, FREE (usually with Greater Mllnchester 
Courier - see below). Available from Bury 
Archive Service, -lst Floor, Derby Hall Annexe, 
Edwin Street (off Crompton Street), Bury BL9 
OAS. 

Bury Archives has had a deposit of records 
by Bury North Conservation Association, some 
of which date back to 1880 and the records for 
Bury (Cotton Famine) Relief Committee 1862-
1887 have now been listed. 
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Cheshire History, No.35, 1995-96. AS, 1 1Opp, 1 
issue a year, £4.50. Available from Cheshire 
Community Coundl, 96 Lower Bridge Street, 
Chester. 

Articles include: 'Early Estate Development 
in Cheshire'; 'Macclesfield Castle Mound and 
Manor House'; 'Barthomley Church and the 
Civil War'; 'Richard Alport's School in Malpas: 
Philanthropy or Self-Interest?'; 'Sources for the 
Study of Elementary Education in Victorian 
Cheshire: Tabulated Reports by HMI'; 'The 
Forms of Corruption Prevaient in Macclesfield 
and Chester at the General Election of 1 April 
1880'; 'Harold Rathbone and the Della Robbia 
Pottery: Entrepreneurship and Late .victorian 
Ceramlc Art'; 'The 1st battalion 22nd (The Che
shire Regiment) and the Reasons for the Mill
tary Disaster at Mons'; 'Major Richard "Tug" 
Wilson, MBE, of the Royal Signals, and the 
Burma Campaign'; ·'Documents for Schools: 
The Letter-Books of Sir William Brereton'. 
Chester Local History News, Summer 1995 and 
Winter 1995/96. A4, 4pp, 4 issues a year, FREE. 
,Available from Chester City Record Office, 
TownHall,ChesterCHl 2HJ. 

Items in the Summer issue include: 'The 
Company Book of the Drawers of Dee'; 'Volun
teer Placements'; 'Focus on Waverton Local 
History Society'; 'Loan Boxes for Teachers'; 
'Events Diary'. 

Items in the Winter issue include News 
items, events diary and an article: 'New Light 
on an Old Ale-Wife', which is the beginning of 
a new trend for the newsletter. 

Cumbria Local History Federation Newsletter, Au
gust 1995. A5, 8pp, no. of issues per year un
known, subscription unknown. Available from 



Jill Wishart, Oakwood, The Stripes, Cumwhin
ton, Carlisle CA4 OAP. 

News items and diary dates. 

Eccles and District History Society, Vol31, Nos.2 
and 3, December 1995 and January 1996. A4, 
4pp and 2pp, 2 issues a year, price unknown. 
Available from Mr AN. Cross, Hon. Secretary, 
Archives Centre, 658/662 Uverpool Road, 
Irlam M44 SAD. 

News items in No.2 include: snippets about 
fifteen year old John Egerton, heir to the Eger
ton estates, who died In 1700 and who was bu
ried in the Brereton tomb in Eccles pariah 
church (had he Uved Franda, the 'Canal Duke', 
might never had had the opportunitJel to build 
the Bridgewater), and the installation of a � 
plica of the 'Lady Bourke Clock' In Ellesmere 
Shopplng Cenbe, Walkden. 

News items in No.3 include advance notice 
of talks and new magazines and newsletters, 
together with a piece about Halls Building, 
Eccles. 

Friends News, the newsletter of the Friends of 
Smithills Hall, Nos.4 and 5, August and No
vember 1995. A4, 4pp, DO. of issues a year.un
known, price unknown. Available from Con
stance Walker, Editor, 2 Cralthle Court, Dougill 
Street, Bolton, lancashire BL 1 SSB. 

News items. 

Gaslight, Newsletter of the Howard Greenfie1d 
Archive and the North West Gas Historical S0-
ciety, Nos. 41, 42, 43, 44 and 45, August/Sep
tember, October, November, December 1995 
and February 1996. A4, 6pp, 9 issues a year, 
£5.00 a year. Available from Dlane Smith, Sec� 
tary, North West Gas Historical Society, 13 Pri
vate Drive, Bamston, Wirral L61 1DF. 

Items No.41 include: 'How to Poison Your 
Partner'; 'An Irish Gasworks, c.1900'; 'Small 
Gasworks -Staveley'; 'Fwkerley Revisited'. 

Items in No.42 include: 'Visit to the Western 
Gas-worker' (reprint of an ar!icle from The 
Leisure Hour, 17th June, 1852), 'Flngs alnt what 
they used ter be! At least, so we hope'; 'The 
Macclesfield Gas Undertaking'; 'Ashton TNT 
Works Explosion, 1917'; 'Relinquished Supervi
sor?'; 'More on an Irish Gasworks, c.19OO'; 
'Small Gasworks by Syd - Grasmere'; 

Items in No.43 include: 'Brlerfleld Ga
sworks, Nelson'; 'The Journal of Gas Lighting, 
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10th February, 1849'; 'George Fllntoff, Gas Agi
tator" 'Sheffield Consumers' Gas Company'; 
'Orla�do Brothers of Blackburn'; 'Stephen 
WhIte's Hydro-Carbon Gas'. 

Items in No.44 lnclude: 'Gould Street, Man-
��=:;r��

l
:�'::'

o
�,�rthern Group'; 

Items in No. 45 include: 'The Preston Gas 
Undertaldng'; 'Low Finance in . the High 
Weald" 'Low Finance in ... The High peak. .. or 
e1sewh�re in the North west'; 'Uverpool's Fa
zaker1ey Gasworks'; 'Andrew Camegie - Gas 
Manager's Son?'; J.T. Hall, Railway Gas Engin
eer'. 
Greater Manchester Courier, Nos.49 and SO, 0c
tober and December 1995. A4, 8pp, � issues, 
£2.00 (plkp only). Available from Greater Man
chester County Record Office, 56 Marshall 
Street, New Cross, Manchester M4 5FU. 

News items in No.49 include a bumper 
'Footnote' on 'The Shareholders' Records of the 
Manchester Ship Canal Company', which is 
why this issue is double the normal issue size. 

News items in No.50 include 'Eighteenth 
Century Recruits' on the contents of a 200 year 
old volume in Greater Manchester Record Of
fice giving details of 600 recruits to the Royal 
lancashire Volunteers for the years 1779 to 
1783. 

Historic Society of LAncashire and Cheshire Newtr 
letter, No.2, September 1995. A4, 4pp, 4 issues a 
year, £12.00 (Including membership and 1 copy 
of the Transactions of the Historic Society ofLAI1CA
shire and Cheshire). Available from Or J. Hollins
head, Hon. Treasurer, HSLC, Liverpool In
stitute of Higher Education, Stand Park Road, 
Uverpool L16 9LD. 

News items from around the North-west, in
cluding an interesting debate on whether or not 
record offices should microfilm documents. 

LAnCllshire Local History Federation Newsletter, 
Winter 1995/96. A4, 2pp, 3 issues a year, £5.00 a 
year membership (£7.00 to institutions). Avail
able from the Newsletter Editor, Mra Jill 
Groves, 77 Marford Crescent, Sale, Cheshire 
M334DN. 

News items, events, ete., from member s0-
cieties. 

North West Catlwlic History, the journal of the 



Ncrth West Cathclic Histcry Society. 1 issue a 
year, price £4.00 each fcr baclc numbers .or mem
bership subscripticn £10.00. Available from The 
Treasurer, Ncrth West Cathclic Histcry Society, 
10 Ellesmere Road, Pembertcn, Wigan, Lanca
shire WN5 9LA. 

Articles .on all aspects .of cathclic history in 
the Ncrth-west. 

Oldhtlm Load Studies Library Newsletter, Nc.2. 
A4, 4pp, 1 issue a year, FREE. Available from 
Oldham Local Studies Library, 84 Unicn Street, 
Oldham OL1 1DN. 

News items including saving .of textile busi
ness records. 

Past Forward, the newsletter .of Wigan Heritage 
Service, Summer and Autumn 1995, Nos.I0 and 
11.  A4, 20pp, 4 issues, FREE but dcnaticns fcr 
postage gratefully received. Available from The 
Heritage Se(Vices Manager, Editcr, Past For
Wtlrd, The Heritage Service, Market Suite, Mar
ket Hall, The Galleries, Wigan WNI IPX. 

Articles include: 'I Remember When..:; 
'News from the Archives'; '''Sir Bob"'; 'Stcne
age Site Disccvered in Uphclland'; 'The Ather
tcn MUI Disaster'; 'Plcugh and Furrow'; 'Ob- . 
servaticns .of life as a child in Ashton-in-Maker
field during Wcrld War n: School life'; '1894-
1994 100 Years .of Banking in Standish'; 'The 
Way We Were in Aspull'; 'Wigan Murder Mys
tery in 1894'. 

'Middle Stcne Age settlement near Ncrth
wich?'; an item .on the promoticn'cf Chester's 
City Wall. 

Poynton Local History Society Newsletter, Nc.17, 
Autumn 1995. A4, 34pp, nc . .of issues a year un
kncwn, £2.SO each (plus SOp p&tp). Available 
fromPcynton Local Histcry Society, clc Mrs G. 
Kendall, 33 Beech Crescent, Pcynton, Stockport, 
Cheshire SK12 1AW. 

This issue is devcted tc Pcyntcn in 1891. 
Ccntents include: 'Map .of Pcyntcn and Wcrth 
1891 and Enumerators' Rcutes'; 'lntroducticn 
tc Pcyntcn with Wcrth in 1891, The Census 
and The Enumeratcrs'; 'Pcpulaticn and family 
structure'; 'Sununary .of the Birth Places .of 
Pcynton Residents in 1891'; 'Occupaticns'; 'Self 
help Societies and Trades Unicns, Social Life, 
Churches and Chapels, Law and Order'; 'Sur
names and Fcrenames'. 

Salford Local History Society Newsletter, VcL23, 
Nos.2, 4, 6 and 7, June, August, Octcber and 
Ncvember 1995. A4, 4pp and 2pp, nc . .of issues 
per year unknewn, membership subscripticn 
unkncwn. Where available from unkncwn. 

News items .of interest net .only tc members 
but all Salfcrdians. 

Stretford Chronicle, the journal .of Stretfcrd Local 
Histcry Society, Autumn 1995. M, 14pp, price 
unkncwn, 3 issues a year. Available from the 
Chairman, Maurice Dawson, 26 Sandy Lane, 
Stretferd, Manchester M32 9DA. 

Articles include: 'Agriculture in Stretfcrd in 
1851'; 'A Scottish Connecticn'; 'The Paddle . 
Steamer Grion (1847-1850)'; 'My Connecticns 
with Stretfcrd'; 'Traffcrd Park Develcpment 
Ccrporaticn'; 'Seymour Grove' (from Harry 
Wardale's scrapbook); 'Residents in Old Traf-

Articles include: 'I remember when..:; 
'News from the Archives'; 'A schoolgirl's remi
niscences .of lite .on the Pit Brow at Victoria Col
liery, Standish, during the early 19505'; 'Further 
Stcne-Age Discoveries in Uphclland'; 'Nctes 
.on Jacob Rcbson, First Vicar .of Tyldesley'; 'We 
remember them too!'; 'Hard Times in Edward
ian Wigan'; 'Observaticn .of .life as a child in 
Ashton-in-Makerfield during Wcrld War n: . fcrd'. 

Part 3 Mediterranean Charm; 'Appleby 
Bridge'; 'A Lcng Way tc Wigan Pier'. 

Past Unc:uvered, The, Newsletter .of the Chester 
Archaeological Service, Autumn 1995. A4, 4pp, 
4 issues, £1.20 (fcr p&tp .only). Available from 
Chester City Council's Archaeolcgical Service, 
Grosvencr Museum, 27 Grosvencr Street, Ches
ter CHl 2DD. 

News items in Autumn issue include: 'Store 
extensicn reveals underground secrets'; 
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Trafford Loo;d Studies Centre, Friends of, Newslet
ter, Vclume 1, Issue 1, Octcber 1995. A4, 4pp, 
nc . .of issue per year unkncwn, £1.00 (.one-off 
registraticn fee). Available from Trafford Local 
Studies Centre, Sale Library, Tattcn Road, Sale, 
Cheshire M33 1 YR. 

News items .of interest tc people in Traffcrd 
and most .of Greater Manchester. 
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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 

In this Journal Jill Groves presents a list of 
details about the people of Bowdon. This 
has involved a great deal of work tran
scribing the interesting but sometimes tan
talising seventeenth century script of indi
vidual records sometimes pages long. The 
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Don Bayliss 
details presented here are merely the 
bones of fascinating records and if you are 
interested in seeing an original will please 
contact her. 



Society Events 1996-97 and News 
Meets at Altrincham Library, Stamford 16th December, 'Seafaring Yams', Ted 
New Road, Altrincham at 7.30pm on t.fon- Machin, and Buffet. 
days. . 27th January, 1997, 'Film Pioneer - Ronald 
Subs: 0.00; visitors £1.00 per meeting Gow', Doug Rendell and Nick Dodson. 
23rd September, 'History of Belle Vue', 24th February, 1997, Medieval Miscellany 
Roy Nicol Video Productions. - a tour of East Cheshire in wood, stone 
21st October, 'The Trafford park Story', and legend', John Ellis. 
BiU Ashton. 24th March, 1997, 10hn Dalton', Professor 
25th November, 'His Worship the Mayor Caudwell. 
since 1835', Dr Garrad. 

NORTH-WEST HISTORY NEWS 
Museum of the Manchesters 
Opened in 1987, the Museum of the Man
chesters has rapidly established itself as 
an museum. It is not only concerned with 
the history of the Manchester Regiment, 
but also with the local community from 
which it drew most of its men and offiCers. 

The museum itself is in Ashton Town 
Hall, Market Place, Ashton-under-Lyne. It 
has two main exhibi tions: 

Medals of the Manchester Regiment 
Women at War 

The archives of the Manchester Regi
ment, which include books on the history 
of the regiment, regimental records, let-

ters, diaries and photographs can be con-. 
suIted at Tameside Local Studies Library, 
Stalybridge Library, Trinity Street, Staly
bridge SKIS 2BN. If you are researching 
ancestors who lived in North-east Che
shire/South-east Lancashire and who 
served in the First World War, the chances 
are they were in the Manchester Regi
ment. 

Lancashire Record Office Closure 
Lancashire Record Office is closing for the 
first full week of every month for the fore
seeable future. This probably includes 
telephone enquiries. 

EVENTS IN THE NORTH WEST 
Chester Cathedral 
The Secret Past Exhibition 

See the excavation of the Cathedral floor in 
progress 

8th April to 2nd Novembft, 1996 
Admission charges: Adults £2.00; Children and 

concessions £1 .00; Families £5.00. Special rates for 
groups and schools. 

For more details telephone 01244 324756 

Lancaster University Archaeology 
Unit 
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Annual Conference: Industrial Archaeology of 
LanCRshire 

to be held at Lancaster University Bailrigg campus 
Saturday, 26th October, 1996 

For more delalls conlact LUAU, Storey Institute, 
Meeting House Lane, Lancaster, Lancashire LA 1 

1 TH. 

Cheshire Community Council 
Local History Committee 

Our Cheshire Parishes 
Lecture Theatre, Chester Zoo 



9.3Oam to3.3Opm, Saturday, 12th October 
Fee:£8.SO 

For more detaUs contact Oeshlre Community 

Council, 96 Lower Bridge Street, Chester, Cheshire 
CH1 1 RU. 

BROADHEATH AND A NAVAL ENIGMA, 1916 
The Battle of Jutland, fought eighty years 
ago, is still a subject for debate by naval 
historians. The Royal Navy's command of 
the seas was left unchallenged, although 
its losses in men and tonnage of ships 
were twice those of the Germans. Among 
the explanations for this unsatisfactory 
outcome were German superiority in ex
plosives and in armour (chemistry was 
long a German speciality), in gunnery and 
range finding (thanks largely to Carl 
�eiss); and, according to Correlli Bamett, 
the rigid and inflexible system of com
mand practised by the Royal Navy.1 

, in fact the navy had made immense ef
forts since the turn of the century to keep 
up with unprecedentedly rapid techno
logical change. Admiral Sir Percy Scott 
had reformed traditional gunnery prac
tice; Captain Oater Admiral Sir) Henry 
Jackson had been quick to appreciate the 
significance of Marconi's wireless tele
graphy; the submarine had been intro
duced; the first Dreadnought battleship, 
with ten big guns in place of the usual 
four, had been launched in 1905; and the 
steam turbine was adopted, which greatly 
increased the speeds of all ships, from tor
'pedo boat to battleships. 

This last innovation raised serious 
'problems for gunnery. Two hostile battle
ships, travelling on opposite courses, ten 
miles apart, and each steaming at 25 
knots, would be drawing apart at more 
than 50 mph. This would make gun laying 
difficult enough. But if their courses were 
changed the problem for gunners would 

Professor Donald Cardwen 
be enormous. 2 It became, in short, necess
ary to aim the guns so that their shells 
would hit the spot where the enemy ship 
woufd be, not where it had been at the 

. moment of firing. The answer proposed 
by Arthur Pollen, a wealthy, influential 
and patriotic Birmingham businessman3 
was what he called the Argo Clock, 
which was based on the computer in
vented by Professor James Thomson and 
described by him in 1876.4 This was a 
mechanical integrator, a simple form of 
analogue computer that his brother, Pro
fessor William Thomson, hoped to use for 
tidal predictions. It was derived from an 
invention of the French military engineer, 
General Morin: the 'compteur', used to 
compute the work done and the power 
exerted by teams of horses pulling heavy 
guns. Later, Morin's principle was used to 
form the basis for the 'dynamometer car', 
well known to railway enthusiasts and of 
which there is a fine example in the Na
tional Railway Museum, York. 

Pollen made considerable progress in 
persuading the Admiralty to take up his 
idea. Messrs. Linotype, of Broadheath, AI
trincham, were co-opted and a Mr Harold 
Isherwood was commissioned to design 
the machinery. Linotype was, in those 
days, in the forefront of what is now called 
'high tech'. Probably because he was the 
most distinguished physical scientist in 

. Britain, the elderly William Thomson, 
now Lord Kelvin, became a non-executive 
director of the firm.s And this is surely 
why you will find a Pollen Street and a 
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Map of Linotyp8 estate, showing the positions of Lady Kelvin Road, which ran the length of 
what used to be the work's complex, and Pol/en Road near the old ice rink. 
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Lady Kelvin Road near the former Lino
type works in Broadheath. 

In the end Pollen's Argo Oock was not 
adopted: another device was accepted in 
its place. Correlli Bamett remarks: 

WHad all British capital ships been equipped 
with Pollen's 'Argo Oock' at Jutland ... the 
outcome ... might, afler all have been that d� 
struction of the High Seas Reet... for which 
the Royal navy pined.'" 

Well, perhaps, but what is certain is 
I that the Royal Commission on Awards to 

Inventors recognised Pollen's achieve
ment and, in 1926, made him a grant that, 
in today's money would be about 

, £400,000. 
I hope that those familiar with the his

tory of the Broadheath district and its in
dustries may be able to throw more light 
on this interesting episode, even if, in the 
end, it did not lead to Jutland becoming a 
second Trafalgar. 

Note. 
1. Correlli Bamett, Engage tM mmry more closely 
(London: Hodder and Stoughton) (1991), pp.7-8, 
26-27. Apologists for the Royal navy could point 
out that, at the battle of Tsushima in 1905, a fleet of 
five Japanese battleships annihilated, virtually 

without loes, • fleet of fifteen Russian battleships. 
All the Japanese battleships had been built in Bri
tain, Japanese naval officers had been trained by 
the Royal Navy and a captain, RN, was on board 
the Japanese flagship, MiIaIsd, during the action. 
2. The problems of gunnery under the new c0ndi
tions are dearly brought out in Arthur J. Marder's 
from the Dmrtlnoug"t 10 SaJpa flow: TM Roytd NIn1y 
in tile fisher mI, 1904-1919, 2 (London: Oxford 
University Press), pp.t t4-126, 170-171. At the 
battle of the Fa1k1and Islands (1914) the two British 
battle-cruisers fired 1,174 12 inch shells. They 
scored about 100 hits before the two German 
cruisers, Sc1ltmrllorst and Gneismau sank. At the 
battle of Dagger Bank, HMS Tiger, the only British 
ship with director control, did not score a single 
hit 
3. Anthony Pollen, TIre great gunnery scmrdal: tM 
mystery of Jutland (London: ColUns) (t 980), pp.94-
95 and passim. 
4. J. Thomson, 'On an Integrating Machine having 
a New KInematic Principle', Proc«dings of tile Royal 
Society, 34 (1876), pp.262-265. 

5. Although he spent his long life as a professor of 
Natural Philosophy (Physics) at Glasgow Univer
sity, Lord Kelvin enjoyed a substantial Income 
from numerous patents, consultancies and direc
torships. Besides a fine mansion on the ayde, he 
owned an ocean-going, fully crewed yacht, the Lal
lah Rookh. 
6. Bamett, op cit, 1, p.6. 

COTTAGES AT NOS 113 AND 115 
NAVIGATION ROAD 

Notes compiled by Mrs Gil/ian Fitzpatrick for Mrs Jackie Rundle 

. As far as can be determined the cottages 
were built in c.1870, but may be older. 
They are shown on the O.s. map of 1872 
and the census of 1871 indicates that at 
least one of the cottages was then occu
pied. In earlier sources it is somewhat dif- . 
lieult to determine which house was 
which, especially as Navigation Road was 
previously known as Stamford Road and 
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was a continuation of Grosvenor Road . 
Also, because of inaccuracies of direc
tories, many of the dates prior to 1929 can 
only be approximate. 

In 1871, the census shows a Jane War
burton and her son, Thomas, living in one 
of the houses, together with a number of 
lodgers. Unfortunately it is impossible to 
tell which one. 



From c.1881 to 1907, William Ashton, 
dairyman, occupied no. 1 15, with his wife 
and daughter, both named Mary. He must 
have died c.1907, as Mrs Mary Ashton is 
listed as the householder from 1908 to 
1913. From 1914, John Sutton, a milkman, 
took over the cottage and lived there with 
his wife Margaret and daughter Ethel, 
until presumably his death in c.1929. His 
wife and a son, Frank, remained in 
residence until 1954 when their names no 
longer appear on the electoral rolls; she 
probably having died and the son pres
umably having moved away. Since then 
there have been a variety of owners up to 
recent times. 

No 1 13, was first definitely occupied by 
Stansfield Clegg, a cab proprietor. It is 
thus possible that the present use of the 
adjoining land as a garage, may be a con
tinuation of such use with vehicles of one 

sort or another since the time of Mr. Clegg. 
By 1913 William Clegg, probably the son, 
had taken over the cab business and re
mained there until sometime in the 20s. 
What .happened to the property during 
the 3Os, is a bit vague, but it would seem 
that a Herbert Wright then took over 
No.1 13, whilst the garage was owned, if 
not actually run, by two women, Gladys 
Sanderson and Ethel Fennell. This ar
rangement lasted from about 1930-35. In 
1936, William Gerrard owned the garage, 
but lived in Brook Lane, Timperley. Some
time between 1939 and 19�2, Herbert 
Wright also acquired in the garage and it 
would seem to be he who called it Elles
mere Garage. Herbert Wright and his fam- . 
ily stayed on until 1966, and again the cot
tage passed through a variety of owners 
up to the present time. 

. Note 

The above gives only limited information 
about the histories of these properties, but 
is good example of what can be achieved 
by investigating readily available records 
in the local library. Everyone who has 
bought a house has at least seen, or ac
tually have, the deeds to their property. 
This is an historical document that can 
yield interesting local history information; 
the previous name of the road or a sketch 

Chris Hill 
map of the land relating to the property 
and, with luck, the adjoining properties 
and land holdings, even field names, field 
boundaries and pathways. With more as
siduous investigation, anyone with an in
terest in local history can find out a lot 
more and hopefully this example will en
courage readers to investigate their own 
little bits of history. 

A GRAND- INQUEST OF ALTRINCHAM 
COURT LEET, 1744 

The court house in the market place at AI
trincham witnessed the meetings of at 
least three courts; for the barony of Dun
ham Massey. for the township of the same 
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Don Bay/iss 
and for Altrincham Borough. The usual 
sequence .for the borough was a court leet 
every six months, in October/November 
and April/May with a court baron, every 



three-weeks in between. By the eighteenth 
century the role of the court leet was, in 
October, to elect a mayor, and appoint of
ficers to administer the town and town
ship (which were coincident) and a jury to 
try small offences up to £2 fine. 

While much of this was in theory self
administration by the burgesses, in fact 
the proceedings were controlled by the 
lord's steward, who, for example, selected 
the mayor and ran the courts. The court 
roll (Rylands Library EGR 2/6/1 /6/34) 
presented below was from the second 
meeting of the year so the mayor and all 
officers had alread y been chosen and there 
are no details of them or their offices ex
cept the overseers of the poor who seemed 
to have been elected twice a year. We 
know from other sources the mayor for 
174344 was Richard Nield and the next 
was to be Robert Frith, who appears as 
one of the seventeen jurors (not twelve as 
expected). The two stages of the meeting 
were: 

i. presentment of offenders by the con
stables 
ii. any new orders or by-laws. 

The court, though it had limited juris
diction, was entitled optimistically the 
Grand Inquest. Every three weeks similar 
minor cases were tried in the 'court 
baron'. It is worth considering the nature 
of the cases, the number of them and the 
number of jurors bearing in mind this was 
the business of a court serving about a 
population of 1000. Readers will be inter
ested in t�e familiar Altrincham names 
below. 

Borough and Township of Albincham 
to witt 

At the Court Leet of the Rt Honble George 
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Earl of Warrington holden for his Bur
rough of Altrincham aforesaid at the 
Court House in Altrincham within the 
said Burrough on Thursday the ffour
teenth day of April in the year of our Lord 
One Thousand Seven hundred and fforty 
ffour before Isaiah Shaw Gentleman Ste
ward of the said Court. 

The Names of the Jurors on the Grand In
quest for the Burrough aforesaid 

Ferdinande Laughton1 John Leigh 
Joshua Grantham2 Richard Royle 
John Birch George Warburton 
George Robinson Benjamin Irlam3 . 
Thomas Ashley· Gentl. sworn 
Thomas Stretton GentI. sworn 
William Leycester Robert FrithS 

William Taylor Geo. Ashton Junr. 
John Smith 
Henry Smith 
George Burgess 

Who upon their oathes present as follo
weth 

We return for overseers of the Poor: 
Wm Taylor; Mr. Benj. Irlam 

We find by presentment that James Whit
leg for want of sweeping his chimney has 
suffer'd the same to take fire and do 
amerce (fine) him in (for the sum 00 0-1-0 

We find Geo. Warburton or his tenants 
have lost their pain (they were under the 
liability to the penalty) of 6. Bd. by neglect
ing to ditch their ditch between Henry 
Smiths Brick Kiln Meadow &: Geo. War
burton's Lower Field. 

We present Thos. Litherlands for refusing 
to pay his Assessmt for the Pump &: 
amerce him in 0-6-8 



We find that Wm. Taylor & Geo. Royle 
late Overseers of the Highways have ne
glected to bring their Accts. to be Exam
ined by the Assessors According to order 
& Amerce them Each in 0-0-6 

& we find they are out of pocket 7s 2d. 
which we order the present Overseers of 
the Highways to pay them 'twixt (now) & 
the first of May next in pain of each 0-13-4 

We find that Geo. Ashton and Peter Cook, 
late Const(able)s have neglected to bring 
their Acets. to be examined by the Asses
sors According to Order & Amerce ym 
(them) Each in 0-0-6 

& we find they are in Pocket £l-4s-Od 
which we order them to pay to the present 
Constables betwixt (now) & the fourteenth 
of this Insident April in pain of each 0-13-4 

We agree and Order that all the publick 
Bakers within the Borough of Altrincham 
do forbear to lay their Heath, Gorse & 
other Combustible matter with which they 
heat their ovens within sixty yards of any 
house, Barn & other building in pain of 
Each 1-0-0 

We find that Jams. Tipping has lost his 
pain of one shilling for neglecting to draw 
his oven of Pies, Puddings & other Eat
ables at 12 o'Clock According to a former 
Order, & we further order him to heat his 
oven or Ovens on every day of the week 
(except on such days as he shall bake bat
ches of bread) so early in the forenoon as 
the Inhabitants of this Burrough may have 
their Puddings, Pies & other eatables out 
of the Oven or ovens Exactly at 12 of t' 
clock in pain for every neglect of the sum 
of O-1-O 
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Whereas the Styles have lately been took 
up & the footway stopt leading from 
Charles Crosswell's Well field at Sandy
way head & so from thence leading thro' 
the upper land of John Smith's higher field 
purchased of Mr. John Eccles, which has 
been an immemorial foot road, we agree & 
order that the several Owners of the fields 
through which the sd. foot road did he
retofore lead, to fix good and sufficient 
Styles leading thro' their several doses or 
fields betwixt (now) & the first of May 
next in pain of Each 0-1-0 

William Taylor, Robert Newall, George 
Twyford, Charles Astley and John Smith 
appeared to and travers'd this present- · 
ment so far as concerned their several 
lands. 

We order John Royle Taylor to brush his 
hedges & dear the causeway from the soil 
that lyes upon it betwixt (now) and the 
first day of May next in pain of 0-6-8 

We further order all the by-roads that 
have lately been stopt that the owners or 
occupiers of the several Closes do fix good 
& sufficient Styles or Stumps leading thro' 
such Closes betwixt (now) & the first · of 
May in pain of 1-0-0 

We agree that all former orders stand 
good 

(17 Signatures - end of roll) 

There may have been a relationship be
tween one of the offenders, George War
burton and a similar named person who 
was one of the jurors and there were other 
instances where the officers were brought 
to task over money matters. Assuming 
there was a twelve man jury, what was the 



· role of the other five signatories present? 
The issue of the town pump was clearly of 
some importance for the town and it ap
pears a water rate was levied for its up
keep. The case about the public baker is 
interesting because the charter of AD1290 
refers to the people having to use the 
lord's mills to grind their corn. Presum
ably the use of a common bakery was 
similarly customary even in 1744. Availa
bility of pies and puddings seems a rather 
unimportant court issue to us but presum
ably was necessary before the age of mod
em-style shops. The distinction between 
closes and fields suggests that the fields 
were open strips in the common Town
field but were being enclosed piecemeal at 
this very time into closes. All the strips 
were enclosed within the next fifty years. 

, While openfield existed rights of way 
across the strips could not be prevented 

· but after enclosure stiles were essential to 
allow people to cross. Hence the posse of 
men who had made sure of this after en
closure. Though many sums of money 
were listed, the pains were only wamin 
gs and the amercements (fines) coUected 
on the day yielded only 8s Bd. This does 
not seem much result for seventeen men 
manning a court with the title Grand In
quest. The proceedings beg the question of 
where were the important issues in the life 
of the town identified, policies created and 
judgements of real significance taken such 
as heavy fines, whippings, imprisonment 
and hanging? Apparently at Dunham Hall 
and the steward's offices for the first two 

· and the magistrates' and hundred court, 
and county assizes for the last. 

Editors Notes on the Jurors 
1. Ferdinando Langton or Laughton made 
his will in 1742, although he didn't die 

· until 1750. He made an unusual request as 
regards the arrangements for his burial, 
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although it was probably his way of giv
ing a dole at his funeral. He asked to be 
'carried to my Grave upon towells by 
twenty four poor men of my Neighbours, 
and generaUy such as have been my work
men and tenants, whom I wou'd have to 
be invited to my Burial for that purpose, 
and to have for their labour and pains, 
each of them one shilling, a two penny 
Loaf, and a pint of Ale at their departure 
to my internment.' 

The last might be seen as an effort to 
boost the profits of a business venture he 
was involved in. He was a partner with 
lsaac Worthington, an Altrincham attor
ney at law, in a malting business. What 
lsaac Worthing ton knew about malting I 
don't know. Perhaps Ferdinando Langton, 
although he styled himself gentleman in 
his will, was the know-how behind the 
business and Worthington the money. The 
fact that Ferdinando Langton had a malt
house as part of his messuage would seem 
to support this theory. 

The house Langton lived with his wife 
Anne and son SiddaU in seems to be quite 
a large one. Not only did it have a malt
house attached but also stables, other out
buildings and gardens. Was this Oldfield 
House? Or did he tenant Old field Hall 
from the Merediths? 
2 Joshua Grantham witnessed the will of 
Ferdinando Langton. He had been mayor 
of Altrincham in 1740. 
3. Although Benjamin Irlam must have 
owned a burgage in Altrincham to qualify 
as a juror and later be selected as mayor 
(in 1747), the bulk of his landed estate was 
in Sale and Ashton. He also owned land in 
the Lancashire town of Hindley and, al
though he doesn't mention it in his wiU, 
owned a small farm in Northenden called 
Cook's Croft. He was a son of Richard 
Irlam of Sale (d.1717), who moved in the 



1680s from Carrington to Sale. Richard 
Irlam was very a wealthy man (his inven
tory was worth over £9(0) and, in this edi
tor's humble opinion, the man most likely 
to have built the 'Manor House' in Cross 
Street and 'Eyebrow Cottage' next to it as 
a home for a newly married son. 

Benjamin Irlam died in 1753. 
4. Thomas Ashley had his main residence 
in Hale. He owned Ollerbarrow Hall and 
Peel Causeway Farm in Hale. It was he 
who rebuilt, or more likely added, the tiny 
Ollerbarrow Hall we see today onto the 
large, rambling, sixteen-roomed half
timber hall which had been the home of 
the Masseys of Hale and then the Vaw
dreys, before passing to the Ashleys in the 

late seventeenth century. He also owned a 
farm at Morley, near Wilmslow. 
5. Robert Frith, mayor in 1744, was, like 
Ferdinando Langton, a maltster. Being 
maltster in Altrincham in the mid-eight
eenth seems to have been a very profitable 
business. In 1747 Robert Frith bought a 
messuage and house from John Norman 
(in Norman's Place?) and added that to all 
his other messuages and real estate, prob
ably in and around Altrincham. Unfortu
nately, when he died in 1749 he had no di
rect heir to leave his estate to so it w:as 
split between Sarah Naylor, who may 
have been a widowed sister or widowed 
niece, and two nephews, Thomas and Ra
bert Frith. 

WHO WAS WHO IN BOWDON 
1600 TO 1650: PART 1 

compiled by Jill Groves 
from information culled mainly from wills and inventories but also other sources, 
such as Chester Marriages Licences, published by the Record Society of Lancashire 

and Cheshire. ' 

HUGH ASHTON OF BOWDON, 1625 
Date: 18th March, 1625; 28th March, 1625; 
28th August, 1625; 
Residence: Bowdon 
Appraiser: Inventory of John Barrington 
of Bowdon, yeoman, 1625; Will and inven
tory of George Bowdon of Bowdon Hall, 
gentleman, 1625. 
Documents: Inventory of John Barrington 
of Bowdon, yeoman, 1625; Will and inven
tory of George Bowdon of Bowdon Hall, 
gentleman, 1625. 

RANDLE BARLOWE OF BOWDON, 
1629 
Date: 9th February, 1628/29 
Residence: Bowdon 
Creditors: Alexander Owen of Bowdon, 
clerk, 1629 £1 2s 

1 1  

Documents: Inventory of Alexander 
Owen of Bowdon, clerk, 1629 

JOHN BARRINGTON OF BOWDON, 
YEOMAN, 1625 
Date: 28th August, 1 625 
Residence: Bowdon 
Occupation/status: Yeoman 
Date of death: 1625 
Appraisers of Inventory: Hugh Ashton, 
George Birch, Alexander Vawdrey and 
Edmund Simpson 
Invenlory worth:£73 14s lOd 
House: Chamber in upper end of ho�se; 
chamber below house; dwelling house; 
high chamber; upper chamber below 
house; buttery. 6 rooms 
Debtors: Part of the sheet listing debtors 
was very damaged. Tllese are all the deb-



tors whose names appear clearly. Unfortu
nately the money column was also dam
aged, so the amounts they owed are un
known. They are: Robert Janney of Bow
don, vicar; John Higginson; George War
burton and George Birch. 
Documents: Inventory of John Barrington 
of Bowdon, yeoman, 1625. 

GEORGE BIROI OF BOWDON, 1613, 
1625 
Date: 4th November, 1613; 28th August, 

, 1625 
Residence: Bowdon 
Appraiser: Inventory of Henry Starkey of 
Bowdon, vicar, 1613; Inventory of John 

, Barrington of Bowdon, yeoman, 1625 
Creditor: John Barrington of Bowdon, ye
oman, 1625, amount unknown. 
Documents: Inventory of Henry Starkey 
of Bowdon, vicar, 1613; Inventory of John 
Barrington of Bowdon, yeoman, 1625 

JAMES BIRCH OF BOWDON, I649 
Date: 7th April, 1 649 
Residence: Bowdon 
Appraiser: Goods of John Sorocold of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1649 
Documents: Inventory of John Sorocold of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1649 

MRS MARY BOOm OF BOWDON, 
WIDOW, 1641 
Date: 21st April, 1641 
Residence: Bowdon 
Creditors: Edmund Simpson of Bowdon, 
gentleman, 1641 3s 
Documents: Inventory of Edmund Sim-

· pson of Bowdon, gentleman, 1641 

ANNE BOWDON OF BOWDON, 1625 
· Date: 18th March, 1624/25 

Residence: Bowdon Hall, Bowdon 
Occupation/status: Gentlewoman 
Parents: Ralph Massey of Ollerbarrow 
Hall, Hale 

· Occupation of father: Gentleman 
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Sisters: Elizabeth Leicester of Hale Low, 
n� Massey of Ollerbarrow Hall,

' 
Hale, 

d.1617 
Other kin: George Bowdon of Dunham 
Woodhouses, gentleman, son-in-law 
Marriage Status: Married 
Spouse: George Bowdon of Bowdon 
Occupation of spouse: Gentleman 
Children: Eleanor 
Grandchildren: Barbara, Elizabeth 
(d.1659), Edward (d.1674), John, Anne 
Bradshawe, n� Bowdon, Marian Gleave, 
n� Bowdon 
Executor: Will of George Bowdon of Bow
don, gentleman, 1625. Unfortunately 
Anne was too ill and appeared to have re
linquished her duties to her son-in-law, 
George Bowdon. 
Notes: She was left all the goods and chat
tels by her husband. 
Documents: Will of George Bowdon of 
Bowdon, gentleman, 1625. 

ELEANOR BOWDON OF BOWDON, 
1625 
Date: 18th March, 1625 
Residence: She was born in Bowdon Hall, 
Bowdon. When she married her cousin 
George Bowdon she moved to Dunham 
Wood houses. When her father died she 
and her husband and children moved 
back to Bowdon Hall. j 
Occupation/status: Gentlewoman 
Parents: George Bowdon of Bowdon Hall, I 
d.1625, and Anne n� Massey of Ollerbar
row Hall, Hale 
Occupation of father: Gentleman 
Marriage Status: Married 
Spouse: George Bowdon of Dunham 
Woodhouses, gentleman, who was her 
cousin 
Occupation of spouse: Gentleman 
Children: Barbara, Elizabeth (d.1659), Ed
ward (d.1674), John, Anne Bradshawe, n� 
Bowdon, Marian Gleave, n� Bowdon 



Other Kin: The Bowdons of Bowden Hall, 
Chapel-en-Ie-Frith, Derbyshire, cousins; 
Colonel Henry Bradshawe of Marple, son
in-law; Thomas Gleave of Bowdon, son
in-law, d.165O; Elizabeth Leicester of Hale 
Low, Hale, aunt, d.161 6. 
Landholding: Bowdon Hall estate 
Date of death: By 1650 
Notes: Eleanor was left 2s in money by her 
father, but she and her husband were heirs 
to the estate. 
Documents: Will of George Bowdon of 
Bowdon, 1625. 

GEORGE BOWDON OF BOWDON 
THE ELDER, 1611 
Date: 20th February, 161 1 
Residence: Bowdon Hall, Bowdon 
Occupation/status: Gentleman 
Parents: ? For more about George Bowdon 
see Bowdon Hall and Its People 
Marriage Status: Married 
Spouse: Anne n� Massey of Ollerbarrow 
Hall, Hale. George was originally be
trothed as a child in 1567 to her sister Eli
zabeth. The betrothals was annulled in 
1585 and George married Anne. Elizabeth 
went on to marry Lawrence Leicester of 
Hale Low, gentleman. She died in 1617, a 
widow. 
Children: Eleanor, only surviving child 
and heiress, and wife of her cousin George 
Bowdon of Dunham Woodhouse. 
Grandchildren: Elizabeth (d. 1631), Bar
bara, William (d.1659), Edward (d.1674), 
John, Anne Bradshaw, Marian Gleave 
Landholding: A sizeable estate in Bowdon 
Dale of birth: c.1564 
Date of death: 18th-28th 

-
March, 1625 

Witnesses of Will: Hugh Ashton, John 
Whitby and George Motley . 
Appraisers of Invenlory: Hugh Ashton, 
Edmund Simpson, James Neild and Ralph 
Hunt 
Inventory worth: £48 19s 9d Oess than 

most husband men). Part of the reason for 
the low value is that these are the goods 
administered by the executor Anne Bow
don and therefore takes no account of live
stock and goods given to his daughter and 
son-In-law George before he died. 
House: 2 upper rooms, 2 ground chamber
s, kitchen, lower chamber, upper chamber 
below the house, (house). 8 rooms 
Creditors: John Shunde £2; the wife of 
Henry Royle £1 9s; Jane Goulden £1 7s; 
Ralph Poyter alias Chorlton 9s; Ralph 
Hunt Ss; George Barrington 4s 6d; William 
Rowcroft 3s 4d; George Samson £1· 
Debtors: Peter Leicester £10; George 
Hulme of Bowdon £5 
Executor: Anne Bowdon, wife. 
Notes: Eleanor Bowdon was left 2s and 
Anne his wife all the goods and chattels. 
However, Eleanor, as heir to her father, in
herited the Hall and lands along with her 
husband George. 
Appraiser: Inventory of Edmund Simpson 
of Bowdon, yeoman, 1611 
Documenls: Inventory of Edmund Sim
pson of Bowdon, yeoman, 1611; Bowdon 
Hall and Its People; Will, Inventory and Ac
counts of George Bowdon of Bowdon, 
1625. 

GEORGE BOWDON OF DUNHAM 
WQODHOUSES AND BOWDON 
HALL, 1625 
Dale: 18th March, 1625 
Residence: Dunham Woodhouses. Then� 
after the dealh of his father-in-law, Bow
don Hall, Bowdon. 
Occupation/stalus:Gentleman 
Parents: George Bowdon of Bowden Hall, 
Chapel-in-Ie-Frith, and E1len, n� Pole of 
Langley, Derbyshire 
Occupation of father: Gentleman 
Spouse: Eleanor Bowdon, his cousin 
Children: Barbara, Elizabeth (d.1659), Ed
ward (d.1674), John, Anne Bradshawe, n� 



Bowdon, Marian Cleave, n� Bowdon 
Other Kin: The Bowdons of Bowden Hall, 
Chapel-en-Ie-Frith, Derbyshire, cousins; 
Colonel Henry Bradshawe of Marple, son
in-law; Thomas Cleave of Bowdon, son
in-law, d.165O; Ceorge Bowdon of Bow
don Hall, Bowdon, d.1625, father-in-law. 
Landholding: Bowdon Hall estate 
Date of Death: 1650 
Executor: Will of Ceorge Bowdon of Bow
don, gentleman, father-in-law. His 
mother-in-law Anne was originally execu
trix of her husband's will, but she was too 
ill to perform the duties, so it was her son
in-law who presented the accounts 
Documents: Will of Ceorge Bowdon of 
Bowdon, gentleman, 1625 

RICHARD BROWNE OF BOWDON, 
1641 
Date: 21st April, 1641 
Residence: Bowdon 
Appraiser: Coods of Edmund Simpson of 
Bowdon, gentleman, 1641 
Documents: Inventory of Edmund Sim
pson of Bowdon, gentleman, 1641 

MRS COE OF BOWDON, 1629 
Date: 9th February, 1628/29 
Residence: Bowdon 
Landholding: 1 land dole leased to Alex
ander Owen of Bowdon, clerk, 1629 
Documents: Inventory of Alexander 
Owen of Bowdon, clerk, 1629 

RICHARD COPPOCK OF BOWDON, 
1611 
Date: 20th February, 1610/1 1  
Creditors: Edmund Simpson of Bowdon, 
yeoman, 1611  £1 
Documents: Inventory of Edmund Sim
pson of Bowdon, yeoman, 1611 

EDWARD DAVENPORT OF 
BOWDON, I641 
Dale: 21st April, 1641 
Residence: Bowdon 
Landholding: 1 butt of ground leased to 
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Edmund Simpson of Bowdon, gentleman, 
worth Ss 
Documents: Inventory of Edmund Sim
pson of Bowdon, gentleman, 1641 

WILLIAM DEVIS OF BOWDON, 1647 
Date: 14th April, 1 647 
Residence: Bowdon 
Witness: Will of John Hardy of Bowdon, 
butcher, 1648 
Documents: Will of John Hardy of Bow
don, butcher, 1 648 

MR DOWNES OF BOWDON, 1634 
Date: 3rd September, 1634 
Residence: Bowdon 
OccupaUonlstatus:gentleman 
Creditors: Alexander Vawdrey of Bow
don, yeoman, 1634 lIs 4d 
Documents: Will of Alexander Vawdrey 
of Bowdon, yeoman, 1634 

ELLEN DRINKWA TER OF BOWDON 
AND L YMM, 1607, 1634 
Date: 1634 
Residence: Born in Bowdon, moved to 
Lymm possibly when married 
Parents: Alexander (d.l634) and Ellen 
Vawdrey (mother dead by 1634) 
OccupaUon of father: Yeoman 
Grandparents: Ceorge Vawdrey of Bow
don, gentleman, and Cicely, daughter of 
Alexander Sorocold of Manchester 
Brothers and sisters: Ceorge, (sister) 
Leigh (d. by 1634?), Elizabeth Moores of 
Thelwall 
OccupaUon of brother: Yeoman, then 
gentleman 
Other kin: John Sorocold of Bowdon, 
cousin; Thomas Leigh of Hulme, brother
in-law; William Moores of Thelwall, 
brother-in-law; John Vawdrey alias 'War
burton, illegitimate half-brother 
Marriage Status: Married by licence on 
17th April, 1607 at Warburton Church 
Spouse: John Drinkwater of L ymm 
Children: John and others 



Notes: Ellen's children were left Is each 
by their grandfather 
Documents: Will of Alexander Vawdrey 
of Bowdon, yeoman, 1634 

JOHN DRINKWA TER OF LYMM AND 
BOWDON, 1607, 1611, 1634 
Date: 20th February, 1610/11; 1634 
Place of birth: L ymm 
Residence: Bowdon 
Other kin: Alexander Vawdrey of Bow
don, yeoman, father-in-law (d.l634); 
George Vawdrey of Bowdon, brother-in
law; Elizabeth Moores of Thelwall, wi
dowed sister-in-law; John Vawdrey alias 
Warburton, illegitimate brother-in-law 
Marriage Status: married by licence on 
17th April, 1607 at Warburton Church. 
Spouse: Ellen, daughter of Alexander 
Vawdrey of Bowdon, yeoman 
Children: John and others 
Landholding: In 1649 John tenanted 
church lands: a cottage of three bays, a 
barn, yard, orchard, hempcroft covering 1 
acre and worth £2. Also 37 acres and 6 
roods worth £6 19s. Right to turbary on 
Bowdon Moss and also pasture on Bow
don Downs 
Appraiser: Inventory of Edmund Simpson 
of Bowdon, yeoman, 161 1  
Documents: Inventory of Edmund Sim
pson of Bowdon, yeoman, 1611; Will of 
Alexander Vawdrey of Bowdon, yeoman, 
1634 

JOHN EA TON OF BOWDON, 1641, 
1647, 1648, 1649, 1650 
Date: 21st April, 1641; 14th April, 1647; 1st 
June, 1 648; 1st February, 1649; 7th April, 
1 649; 15th February, 1649/50 
Residence: Bowdon 
Witness: Will of John Hardy of Bowdon, 
butcher, 1648; Will of John Sorocold of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1649; Will of Thomas 
Gleave of Bowdon, gentleman, 1650 
Appraiser: Goods of Edmund Simpson of 
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Bowdon, gentleman, 1641; goods of John 
Hardy of Bowdon, butcher, 1648; goods of 
John Sorocold of Bowdon, yeoman, 1649; 
goods of Thomas Gleave, 1650 
Landholding: Cottage with barn, small 
croft worth £3 in 1649 
Documents: Inventory of Edmund Sim
pson of Bowdon, gentleman, 1641; Will of 
John Hardy of Bowdon, butcher,' 1648; 
Church Lands Survey, Record Society of 
Lancashire and Cheshire; Will and Inven
tory of John Sorocold of Bowdon, yeoman; 
Will and Inventory of Thomas Gleave of 
Bowdon, gentleman, 1650 

RICHARD EATON OF BOWDON AND 
ALTRINOIAM, 1608, 1613 
Date: ? 1608 
Residence: Bowdon 
Occupation: Innkeeper at Altrincham 
Appraiser: Inventory of Alice Whitley of 
Bowdon, 1608; Inventory of Henry Star
key of Bowdon, vicar, 1613 
Documents: Inventory of Alice Whitley of 
Bowdon, spinster, 1608; Inventory of 
Henry Starkey of Bowdon, vicar, 1613 

ROBERT EL THETON OF BOWDON, 
1611 
Date: 20th February, 1610/1 1  
Creditors: Edmund Simpson of Bowdon, 
yeoman, 1611 £5 10s 
Documents: Inventory of Edmund Sim
pson of Bowdon, yeoman, 1611 

HUMPHREYFRITH OF BOWDON, 1628 . 
Date: 24th February, 1628 
Witness of Will: Will of Alexander Owen 
of Bowdon, clerk, 1628 
Documents: Will of Alexander Owen of 
Bowdon, clerk, 1628 

WILLIAM FRITH OF BOWDON, 1648 
Date: 14th April, 1647 
Residence: Bowdon 
Occupation/status: Tanner 
Notes: Sold a cow caned Silk to John Hard 



of Bowdon, butcher before Aprii 1 647. She 
was worth £3 16s Bd. 
Documents: Will and inventory of John 
Hardy of Bowdon, butcher, 1 648 

EDWARD GLEA VE OF BOWDON, 165O 
Date: 5th February, 1650 
Residence: Bowdon 
Occupation/status: Gentleman 
Brother: Thomas Gleave of Bowdon, 
gentleman, d.1650 
Occupation of brother: Gentleman 
Other kin: Mary Gleave of Bowdon, sis
ter-in-law; Thomas Gleave of Bowdon the 
younger, nephew; Gilbert and Robert 
Gleave of Robert, nephews 
Executor: Will of Thomas Gleave of Bow
don, gentleman, 1650 
Documents: Will of Thomas Gleave of 
Bowdon, gentleman, 1650 

GILBERT GLEA VE OF BOWDON, 1650 
Date: 5th February, 1650 
Residence: Bowdon 
Parents: Thomas Gleave of Bowdon, 
d.1650, and Mary or Marian Gleave, n� 
Bowdon of Bowdon Hall, Bowdon 
Occupation of father: Gentleman 
Grandparents: Eleanor and George Bow
don of Bowdon Hall 
Brothers and sisters: Gilbert and Robert, 
and 1 sibling born posthumously 
Other kin: Edward Gleave, uncle; Barbara 
Bowdon, aunt; William Bowdon, uncle; 
Edward Bowdon, uncle; John Bowdon, 
uncle; Anne Bradshawe (n� Bowdon), 
aunt. 
Notes: He was given one-third share of 
the £61 8s owed to his father when he was 
twenty-one. He was also given by his 
father a new cupboard and a share in the 
rest and residue when his youngest 
brother reached fifteen. He was also given 
one-third share of his father's books. 
Documents: Will of Thomas Gleave of 
Bowdon, gentleman, 1650 

MARY OR MARIAN GLEAVE OF 
BOWDON, 165O 
Date: 5th February, 1650 
Residence: Born in Dunham Wood houses, 
then lived in Bowdon Hall, then in hus
band's house in Bowdon. 
Occupation/status: Gentlewoman 
Parents: Eleanor and George Bowdon of 
Bowdon 
Occupation of father: Gentleman 
Grandparents: Anne and George Bowdon 
of Bowdon Hall 
Brothers and sisters: Barbara Bowdon, 
Elizabeth Bowdon, William Bowdon, John 
Bowdon, Edward Bowdon, Anne Brad
shawe 
Occupation of brothers: Gentlemen 
Other kin: The Bowdons of Bowden Hall, 
Chapel-en-Ie-Frith, cousins; Colonel 
Henry Bradshawe of Marple, brother-in
law; Edward Gleave, brother-in-law 
Marriage Status: Married 
Spouse: Thomas Gleave (of Rostherne or 
Pulford?) 
Occupation of spouse: Gentleman 
Children: Thomas, Gilbert, Robert and 1 
child born posthumously 
Executrix: Will of Thomas Gleave of Bow
don, gentleman, 1650, husband, jointly 
with George Minshull and her brother-in
law Edward Gleave. 
Notes: She was left 1 brown cow, a two
year old heifer, 1 other little cow. She was 
left all the rest and residue until her youn
gest child was fifteen. She was probably 
left the tenement. 
Documents: Will of Thomas Gleave of 
Bowdon, gentleman, 1650. 

ROBERT GLEA VE OF BOWDON, 1650 
Date: 5th February, 1650 

. Residence: Bowdon 
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Parents: Thomas Gleave of Bowdon, 
d.1650, and Mary or Marian Gleave, n� 
Bowdon of Bowdon Hall, Bowdon 



Occupation of father. Gentleman 
Grandparents: Eleanor and George Bow
don of Bowdon Hall 
Brothen and sisten: Gilbert and Robert, 
and 1 sibling born posthumously 
Other kin: Edward Gleave, uncle; Barbara 
Bowdon, aunt; William Bowdon, uncle; 
Edward Bowdon, uncle; John Bowdon, 
uncle; Anne Bradshawe (n� Bowdon), 
aunt. 
Notes: He was given one-third share of 
the £61 8s owed to his father when he was 
twenty-one. He was also given by his 
father a great chest and a share in the rest 
and residue when his youngest brother 
reached fifteen. He was also given one
third share of his father's books. 
Documents: Will of Thomas Gleave of 
Bowdon, gentleman, 1650 

mOMAS GLEA VB OF BOWDON, 1650 
Date: 5th February, 1649/50 
Residence: Bowdon 
Occupalionlstatus:Gentleman 
Brother. Edward 
Other kin: Eleanor and George Bowdon of 
Bowdon Hall, in-laws 
Marriage Status: Married 
Spouse: Marian or Mary, daughter of 
Eleanor and George Bowdon of Bowdon 
Hall 
Children: Thomas, Gilbert and Robert, 
and one other born posthumously 
House: Chamber over kitchen, kitchen, 
great chamber, closet, Hugh Hunt's 
Chamber, house. 6 rooms 
Date of death: Between 5th and 15th Fe
bruary, 165O 
Inventory worth: £114 17s 2.d 
Executors of Will: Mary Gleave, wife; Ed
ward Gleave, brother; George Minshull 
the younger of Ryecroft, Bowdon 
Appraisen: William Knowles, John Eaton 
and John Whitby 
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Servant: Hugh Hunt 
Witness of Will: Jane Pearson and John 
Eaton 
Debtors: Unnamed but total of £61 8s on 
bond and without bond 
Notes: Cows given his wife; debts owed to 
him to his children when the eldest was 
twenty-one 
Documents: Will and Inventory of 
Thomas Gleave of Bowdon, gentleman, 
1650 

mOMAS GLEAVE OF BOWDONlHE 
YOUNGER, 1650 
Date: 5th February, 1650 
Residence: Bowdon 
Parents: Thomas Gleave of Bowdon, 
d.165O, and Mary or Marian Gleave, n�e 
Bowdon of Bowdon Hall, Bowdon 

. 

Occupation of father. Gentleman 
Grandparents: Eleanor and George Bow
don of Bowdon Hall 
Brothen and slsten: Gilbert and Robert, 
and 1 Sibling born posthumously 
Other kin: Edward Gleave, uncle; Barbara 
Bowdon, aunt; WiIliam Bowdon, uncle; 
Edward Bowdon, uncle; John Bowdon, 
uncle; Anne Bradshawe (n� Bowdon), 
aunt. 
Notes: He was given one-third share of 
the £61 8s owed to his father when he was 
twenty-one. He was also given by his 
father a desk and a share in the rest and 
residue when his youngest brother 
reached fifteen. He was also given one
third share of his father's books. 
Documents: Will of Thomas Gleave of 
Bowdon, gentleman, 1650 

JANE GOULDEN OF BOWDON, 1625 
Date: 18th March, 1625 

. 

Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage status: Probably a widow 
Debtors: George Bowdon of Bowdon Hall, 
Bowdon, gentleman, 1625, £2 
Documents: Will George Bowdon of Bow-



don, gentleman, 1625 

RICHARD GOULDEN OF BOWDON, 
· 1634, 1649 
Date: 3rd September, 1634; 1 649 
Residence: Bowdon 
Creditors: Alexander Vawdrey of Bow
don, yeoman, 1634 amount unknown 
Landholding: 1 small cottage of 2 bays, 
barn, fold, oven house, croft behind the 
house, took up 2 roods and worth £1 10s. 
Also 1 small cottage in the Church Field. 
Also part of the clerk's cottage (kitchen 
and passage). 29 acres 1 7  roods worth -
£15 10s Bd. Richard Goulden also had 
right to turbary in Bowdon Moss 'accord
ing to Custome, and the Right also to the 
Com[m]on called Boden Downes'. 
Documents: Will of Alexander Vawdrey 
of Bowdon, yeoman, 1634; Church LAnd 
Suroey, 1649, Record Society of Lancashire 
and Cheshire 

WILLIAM GRANTIIAM OF BOWDON, 
1613 
Date: 30th June, 1613 
Residence: Ryecroft, Bowdon 
Creditors: Henry Starkey of Bowdon, 
vicar, 1613 £1 3s. 
Documents: Will of Henry Starkey of 
Bowdon, vicar, 1613 

AUCE HARDY OF BOWDON, 1648 
Date: 14th April, 1 647 
Residence: Bowgreen, Bowdon 
Brother: John Hardy of Bowdon, d.l648 
Occupation of brother: Butcher 
Other kin: Margaret Hardy, sister-in-law; 
Mary and John Hardy, niece and nephew 
Marriage Status: single in 1647 
Notes: She was either ill or disabled. She 
lived with her brother and his family who 
looked after her. Her brother John be
queathed her 13s 4d a year and a chamber 
for herself. 
Documents: Will of John Hardy of Bow
don, butcher, 1648 

BOOK REVIEWS 
Around Ramsbottomcomplled by the 
Ramsbottom Heritage Society. 
Chalford Publishing Company Ltd, St. 
Mary's Mill, Stroud, Gloucestershire 
GL6 8NX. 
24cm, paperback, 1 28pp, 200 
illustrations, Archive Photographs 
series, £8.99. ISBN 0 7524 0356 7. 
For someone born in Accrington, closely 
related to the HoIdens and Duckworths, 
and with family members still living in 
Holcombe Brook, the opportunity of re
viewing this volume in Chalford Publish
ing's Archive Photographs Series was too 
good to miss. For anyone wishing to have 
memories stirred, or links with the past 
renewed, this book is invaluable. Whilst 
connf!Cling the pictures with Chartists and 

Luddites of the early nineteenth century, it 
brings the reader up to the 1940s and also 
bridges the gap between seventeenth and 
twentieth century locations and types of 
housing. 

The skill with which the scenes are 
often tied up with neighbouring ones is 
very commendable and the explanations 
of why buildings developed as they did is 
also useful. It is thus frustrating when on 
p.13 there is reference to a p.2 which 
doesn't exist or to cottages on p.70 which 
cannot be seen. It would also have been of 

. further benefit to have had a simple out
line road map of the town centre, Hol
combe or Shuttleworth and Edenfield for 
those not intimately associated with the 
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whole area. These are, however, only 
slight criticisms of an otherwise well ar
ranged survey. 

What specially pleased this reviewer 
was the inclusion of the last toll bar, town 
crier and trolley buses (or trams?) with the 
town's only historian, W.H. EllIot. 
Together with glimpses of the Porritts, 
Steads and Grants and hints of the St. An
drews' 'eviction' story, I was left with a 
desire to leam still more about and 
'Around Ramsbottom'. If that was one of 
the aims of the Ramsbottom Heritage S0-
ciety, who prepared this volume, then 
they certainly achieved it with this reader. 

The Revd. N.B. eryef 

Trees and Woodlands of Cheshlre -
A HIstory and GuIde by Richard 
Smart 
Cheshire Landscape Trust, 10 
Elizabeth Street, Queens Park, Chester 
CH4 7AZ. 
21 cm, paperback, 1 36pp, illustrations 
(19 1n colour), £7 .SO. ISBN 0 9520342 0 
4. 
For anyone with an interest in trees, the 
author, a professional forester and land 
manager, has provided a fascinating guide 
to gamut of arboreal topics. These cover 
ancient woodlands, the early industrial 
use of wood, and notable individual ex
tant specimens in Cheshire. 

A chapter is devoted to the sources of 
historical information and another on 
early woodland management. The man
agement of forests, estates and hedgerows 
are important sections of the book. The 
management of forests, estates and hedge
rows are important, as well as plans for 
the future; for example, The Mersey 

Forest. The Royal forests of Delamere, 
Mondrem and Macclesfield are also 
covered. 

Possibly the most interesting section for 
the general reader, is the extensive de-
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scription of individual specimens of par
ticular note. I was particularly pleased to 
find that the Marton Oak still stands, as I 
once endeavoured to find it after seeing a 
mention of it in the Little Guide to Cheshire. 
It is said to be the largest oak in Cheshire, 
with a girth of 44 feet or 13.4 metres. How
ever, I was unsuccessful and afterwards 
understood that it had fallen down: I also 
notice there is no mention of the 'one 
thousand year old' Spanish chestnut at 
Dorfold Hall, near Nantwich, whose giant 
spreading branches are supported with 
crutches. It is reputed to be the last survi
vor of Delamere Forest.t The heronry in 
Dunham Park is mentioned and the disas
ter that befell it in 1802, and the famous 
pear tree under which Wesley preached at 
'Old Field Brow' in 1751. The tree has 
gone, along with Priestner's Farm which 
stood where Leveret Close is now - but 
there is a nearby rival contender. I am 
pleased to see the second Earl of Warring
ton, 1675-1758, is credited for planting his 
100,000 trees, both in the park and in the 
surrounding Altrincham area, the benefit 
of which we are still enjoying. The 'Big 
Tree' at Dunham is not mentioned, which 
is not surprising as its main claim to fame 
must be that it has survived, even though 
it is filled with concrete and supported by 
steel bars; hardly a prize specimen, but . 
well known, photographed and loved. 
Th� once famous yew in Bowdon chur- · 
chyard is, surprisingly, omitted. It was es
timated to have been planted in the 
seventh century and postcards exist show
ing it in its maturity, prior to being van
dalised by fire, not so many years ago. 
There are four useful indexes on species, 
estates, woods and forests and people, but 
personally I could also have made use of a 
fifth on places. It is inevitable in covering 
such a wide ranging topic, that certain ref-



erences are omitted, but this should not 
deter the Cheshire enthusiast from gain
ing much enjoyment from this excellent 
book. 

Chris Hill 

Notee 
t. See photograph in Cheshire Life, February 1954, 
p.tS. 

Local History Society News 
Please, if you belong to another history so- Manchester Heraldry Society 
ciety as well the Altrincham History So- Meets on Tuesdays at the Library of the 
ciety, could you let the Editor have a copy Manchester and Lancashire family His
of their meetings programme for 1993. tory Society at Clayton House, 59 Picca-

The Editor thanks Ashton and Sale His- dilly, Manchester 1 (opposite Piccadilly 
tory Society, Bowdon History, Manchester Bus Station, near the Newton Street cor
Heraldry Society, North West Gas Histori- ner) at 7.00pm. 
cal Society for notice of their meetings. New Moston History Society 
Ashton and Sale History Sodety Meets at New Moston Library at 200pm. 
Meets at the Claremont Centre, Claremont 20th September , 'A Historic Look at the 
Road, Sale, on the first Wednesday of Law: Manchester Police Museum. 
every month at 7.30pm. 18th October, 'Manchester Museum, Past, 
4th September, 'Manchester and the In- Present and Future'. 
dustrial Revolution'. 15th November, 'Children in the Mines'. 

Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire 
Meets in the Roscoe Room (5th Floor) the 
Central Libraries, William Brown Street, 
Liverpool, at 7.00pm. 
19th September, 'Trade through early 
Tudor Chester', Joint meeting with Ches
ter Archaeological Society (at the Grosve
nor Museum, Chester, 7.30pm). 
21st November, 'An unexceptional com
modity: the use of coal in South-west Lan
cashire in the sixteenth century'. 

20th December, 'Dialect Poems'. 
17th January, 1997, 'Belle Vue'. 

South Trafford Archaeology Group 
(STAG) 
Meets at the STAG Display Centre, Tim
perley Old Hall Hotel, at 7.30pm. 
27th September, 'Kiltullagh: Bronze Age 
burial of an Irish chieftain'. 
25th October, 'Trafford's Historical Past'. 
22nd November, AGM 
6th December, Xmas Party. 

LOCAL BOOKS 
Old Ordnance Survey Maps of LAncashire. Moss 
Side. 22cl1\ folded paperback, facsimile of 1889 
edition, £1 .85. ISBN 0 85054 ?80 6. 
Davyhulme. 22cl1\ folded paperback, facsimile 
of 1 894 edition, £1.85. ISBN 0 85054 788 1 .  
Denton (Tuum Centre). 22cl1\ folded paperback, 
facsimlle of 1928 edition, £1.85. ISBN 0 85054 

81 1 X. 
. Speke and Garston Docks. 22cm, folded paper
back. facsimile of 1905 edition, £1.85. ISBN 0 
85054 808 X. 
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All published by Alan Godfrey Maps, 12 
The Off Quay Building, Foundry Lane, New
castle NE6 1 LH. 



Tugs, Barges afIIl Me: MAnchester Ship Cu,," ami 
BridgnDrlter C""" Memories by Jab Abram. Neil 
RJchardson. 3Ocm, paperback, 56pp, 73 111ustra
tionll, £3.50. ISBN 1 85216 104 3. 

Around Ldgh compiled by Tony Ashcroft and 
Nlcholas Webb, Chalford Publishing Company 
Ltd, St. Mary's Mill, Stroud, Gloucestershire 
GL6 8NX. 24cm. paperback, 128pp, 200 illustra
tions, ArchIve Photographs series, �.99. ISBN 0 
7524 0381 8. 

Glasson Dock - the survivtll of a village by John 
Hayhurst, edited by KeIth Soothlll, Centre for 
North-West Regional StudIes, Lancaster 
UnIversity, Fylde College, Ballrlgg, Lancaster 
LAl 4YF. 3Ocm, 1 16pp, 16 illustrations, �.5O. 
ISBN 09 01 800 848. 

LoctII History Information Handouts by JIm 
O'Neill 
1. AbbrevUltions and wlult they mean 
2. References (I.e. In text, not for employment!) 
and how to write them 
3. Sources of aerial photographs 
4. Guide-lines on dating old photographs 
5. DistributIon list for newly-published local 
hIstory titles 
6. Archives In Merseyside 
7. Local History displays 
8. The National Currlculum as It relates to local 
history 
9. Miscellaneous sources of Information and 
guIdance 
10. Useful telephone numbers - lesser-known 
publishers oflocal books 
1 1 .  Copying (NOT restoring) old photographs -
price list 
The complete set is avallable for a book of ten 
first-class stamps from JIm O'Nelll, 29 Shaw 
Street, Hoylake, Wirral, MerseysIde U7 2BW. 

Robert's Chester Guide, 1851, Chester ArchIves, 
Town Hall, Chester CHl 2HJ. Illustrations, fac
simile, limited edltlon, £1 1 .00 (plus £I).85p 
p&p). No other lnformatlon. " 

History of the County of Chester. Volume 4: The 
City of Chester edited by A.T. Thacker and Chrls
top her Lewls, Oxford University Press. 31cm, 
hardback, 4OOpp, illustrations, Victoria HIstory 
of the Counties of England, £70.00. ISBN 0 19 
7227880. 

One to save up your book tokens for and 
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hope it will be eventually publIshed In Septem
ber (It was advertised all published In March 
1996). 

A History of the Township of Timperley, Cheshire, 
1070-1988 by Ronald Broadhurst (self-publish
er), 13 Rldgeway Road, T1mperley, Altrlncham, 
Cheshire WA15 7HA. 3Ocm, paperback, 264pp, 
93 U1ustratlons, tables, 5 charts, 7 maps, £20.00. 
ISBN 0 9527188 0 4. 

One for the reference shelves. 

They Came from the Haim: History of MAnchester 
Jewry from 1867 edited by Jan Vallance, Jewish 
SocIal Services (Greater Manchester), 12 Hol
land Road, Higher Crumpsall, Manchester MS 
4NP. 3Ocrn, hardback, 256pp, 300 illustrations, 
£19.95. ISBN 0 9525213 0 x. 
Poor Law, 1750-1850 by J. Baker, etc., University 
of Central la ncashire, Corporation Street, Pres
ton PRl 2HE. 29cm, paperback, 6Opp, GuIdes to . 
lancashire Records, £2.50. ISBN 0 906694 63 9. 

ArrhNll, Assertion, and Acclimatisation, or Context 
and Contrasts: A Preliminary Checklist of Works on 
the Irish Catholic Experience in the North West of 
England by 8ernard AspInall, North West Cath
olic History SocIety, clo 10 Ellesmere Road, 
Pemberton, WIgan, lancashire WN5 9LA. 
21cm. paperback, 41 pp, £3.00 (post free). ISBN 0 
95146215 75. 

Civil Registration Districts of Cheshire 1837-1984 
ed ited by Brett Langston, Family History S0-
cIety of Cheshire. 21cm, paperback, 9Opp, £3.95. 
ISBN 1 874214 72 7. 

Tra/ford Park: The First Hundred Years by Robert 
Ntcholls, Phlllimore. 28cm. hardback, 192pp, 
1 14 lllustrations (12 In colour), £20.00. ISBN 1 
86077 013 4. 

Life and Times of Peter Legh the You nger (1707-92): 
A Study of an Eighteenth Century Gentleman, 
Using the Correspondence of His Family, Friends 
and Associates by Geoff Slmm (self-publisher), 
19 Park Road North, Newton-le-Willows WA 12 
9TF. 24cm, paperback, SOpp, 16 lllustratIons, 
£4.95. ISBN 0 9524787 1 4. 

Pubs ofLeigh Revisited by N. Ackers, C Fazaker
ley, E. Finch and N. Finch, Leigh Local HiStory 
SocIety, clo Mrs N. Ackers, S Kingsdown Road, 
Abram, WIgan, lancashire WN2 SRN. 1Scm x 



21cm. paperback, l04pp, illustrations, 0.00. 
ISBN 0 905235 14 2. 

]oseph Livtsey of Preston: Business, Temperana and 
Moral Reform edited lan Levltt, University of 
Central Lancashire, Corporation Street, Preston 
PR1 2HE. 25cm, paperbac1c. vilipp, 83pp, 8 illus
trations, Harrls Papers, No. I, £6.95. ISBN 0 
906694 68 X. 

Salford 194.0-1965: 1iDenty-Fivt Years in the His
tory of tM City of Salford by Roy Bullock, Neil Ri
chardson. 3Ocm, paperbac1c. 72pp, 82 Ulustra
tions, £3.75. ISBN 1 85216 105 1.  

Old Road to Fair{ield by Davld G.  Owen, Caron 
Publlcations, Peak Press Building, Eccles Road, 
Chapel-en-Ie-Frith, Stockport SK12 6RQ. 21cm, 
paperbac1c. l04pp, 35 illustrations, £4.00. ISBN 0 
947848 134. 

Hall for All Seasons: History of the Free Trade Hall 
by T.J. Wyke, C. Halle Foundation, c/o Free 
Trade Hall, Peter Street, Manchester M2 3NQ. 
2Ocm. paperback, ixpp, i63pp, 105 Ulustrations, 
£9.95. ISBN 0 9528003 1 4. 

Fords, Ferries and Bridges by Cyril Wheaton. 
3Ocm. paperbac1c. 26pp, illustrations, price un
known. No ISBN. 
The Local CCH1p by Cyril Wheaton. 3Ocm, paper
bac1c. 22pp, illustrations, price unknown. No 
ISBN. 

Two excellent local history b001cs, both pub
lished by Irlam. Cadishead and District Local 
History Society, c/o Mrs M. Beeston, 53 Sun
ningdale Drive, Irlam M44 6NJ. 

For Valour: VCs of tM King's and Milnchester Regi
ments by Robert A. Bonner (self-publisher), 1 15 
Mobberley Road, Knutsford WA 16 8EN. 15cm, 
paperbac1c. 48pp, 24 illustrations, 0.00. ISBN 1 
873907 036. 

A Place of Saftty, 1897-1997 by Ken Lewis, self
publisher (no address given only a telephone 
number 01942 514946). Paperbac1c. l6Opp, 70 il
lustrations. Price unknown. No ISBN. 

This book is about the history of what was 
Winwick Hospital and Is now Warrington 
Community Health Care Trust. The hospital is 
to close In its hundredth year. 

Magazines 
Cheshire Archivts and Local Studies Newsletter, tary, Barbara Pidcock, Secretary, The Manor 
No.8, Spring 1996. A4, 4pp, FREE, available House, 1 Barn Croft, Penwortham, Preston PRl 
from Cheshire Record office, Duke Street, Ches- OSx. 
ter CHI IRL. News items about Lancashire Record Office 

Items include: 'Backford Hall - Older than and the work on PLA members, including 
we think?'; 'The 1881 Census made easy'; helping the Lancashire Parish Register Society 
'From the Shakerley Chest'; 'Diary of a Pick to check the transcription of entries in a parish 
Sharpener'; 'Records on Film'; '100 Years Ago - register. 
The Strange Affair at Worleston'; 'A Cut Above 
the Rest' (newspaper cuttin� from Congleton, Gaslight, Newsletter of the Howard Greenfield 

Macclesfield and Stockport newspapers). Archive and the North West Gas Historical S0-
ciety, Nos .. 46, 47, 48 and 49, March, April, May 

Chester Local History News, Spring 1996, the and June/July 1996. A4, 6pp, 9 issues a year, 
newsletter of Chester Archives. A4, 4pp, 4 £5.00 a year. Available from Diane Srnith,Secre-
issues a year, FREE. Available from Chester tary, North West Gas Historical Society, 13 Pri-
Archives, Town Hall, ChesterCHl 2HT. vate Drive, Bamston, Wirral. 

Items include: 'A few threads of cotton'; Items in No.46 include: 'Bolton Gas Under-
'History from the gravestones'; News Round taking'; 'The Awful Sollhull Gaswor1cs'; 'The 
Up; Parish Histories; New Indexes to 1881 Gallant Six Hundred' (poem by Tennyson); 
Census'; Events Diary. 'Camegie's Birthplace'; '"Dri Pole" - and Other 

Friends of Lancashire Archi� Newsletter, No.39, 
April 1996. A4, 4pp, 4 issues a year, £5.00 a year 
(including individual membership of Friends of 
Lancashire Archives). Available from the Secre-
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Recollections'; 'More on Brierfield and Nelson'; 
'Small Gaswor1cs by Syd'; 'The Smallest Gas 
Company'; 'Garston Holder Bomb'. 

Items in No. 47 include: 'Stretford Gas 
Undertaking'; 'Gas Industry Salaries, 188Os'; 



'Another Look Back at Northern Group'; 'SmaU 
Gasworlca: Grange-over-Sands'; 'The Smallest 
Gas ?>mpany'; 'Gas Industry Family Connec
tions ; The Wilmslow Connection - Again'; 
'Macx:lesfteld Revisited'; 'Death of Samuel 
Clegg (from The Journal of Gas Lighting, Water 
Supply and Sanitary Improvement, 1861)'; 'Cen
tenary of the Motor Car'. 

Items in No. 48: 'The Bootle Gaa Undertak
ing'; 'Burnley Collieries Gas and Coke Making'; 
'}oslah Pemberton'; 'WeUington MiU, Hazel 
Grove'; 'Smallest Gasworks'; 'Attractions of 
Sydenham, 1861'; 'More on Family Connection
a'; 'The Billericay Gas Undertaking'. 

Items in No. 49 include: 'Frightful Gaa Ex
plosion at Chipping'; 'Another Reverse Career'; 
'Ashton-under-Lyne Coke Ovens'; 'Small Ga
sworks - Kirby Lonsdale'; 'City &: Guilds Rec
ords'; 'A Real Coal Nut'; 'Sheffield Nepotism?' 
'Smallest Gasworks'; 'Gasworkers' Index' (Gas 
Industry Genealogical Index); 'Fatal Explosion 
at Stalybridge'. 

Heritage News from Salford Quays, VoU, Nos.l 
and 2, Winter/Spring 1995/96 and Sum
mer/ Autumn 19%. A4, 4pp, FREE, 2 Issues a 
year. Available from Salford Quays Heritage 
Centre, 3 The Quays, Salford MS 2SQ. 

Items In No.l include: 'Ordsall Through the 
Years'; 'LIfe and Work in the lTraffordl Park'; 
'A Look at. .. Ordsall Hall Museum'. 

Items in No.2 include: 'Bygone Salford'; 
'Trafford Park Centenary 1896-1996'; 'Tribute 
to Docks Workers'; 'Food Glorious Food!'. 

Historic Society of lAnCllshirt and Cheshire, Trans
actions of, Vol144, 1995. 22cm. 216pp, 1 issue a 
year, £12.00 (including membership and news
letters). Available from the Hon. Publications 
Secretary, 31 Grange Mount, West Kirby, Mer
seyside, lAB 6ET. 

Articles include: 'Cheshire cheese: farming 
in the North-west in the seventeenth and eight
eenth centuries'; 'Economic change in north
east Lancashire, c.1660-1760'; 'Churchwardens' 
accounts for Ormskirk parish, 1692-1730'; 
'Bound for a new world: emigration of Inden
tured servants via Liverpool to America and 
the West Indles, 1697-1707'; 'Migration from 
the Potteries to Alsager, 1850-1900'; 'Death of a 
minister: an episode of Victorian Noncon
formity in the North-west'; 'Roger de Montbe
gon and his family'. 

lAnCllsttT UniVtTsity Archotology Unit Review 
1993-5, 1996. A4, 58pp, 1 issue a year, £11.00 (in
cluding membership of the Friends of the lan
caster University Archaeology Unit). Available 
from Lancaster University Archaeology Unit, 
Storey Institute, Meeting House Lane, Lancaster 
LA1 1TH. 

Articles include: 'LUAU 1993-95'; 'Heritage 
Management'; 'Analysis and Publication'; 
'Education and Training'; 'The North West 
Wetlanda Survey 1993-95'; 'Assessments and 
Evaluations'; 'Excavation and Watching Briefs'; 
'DetaUed Recording Surveys'; Other Projects'. 

Manchester Region History Review, 1996, Vol.X. 
A4, l04pp, 1 issue a year, £9.00 a year. Available 
from The Editors, Manchester Region History Re
view, c/o The Manchester Metropolitan Univer
sity, The Humanities Building, Rosamond 
Street West, Manchester MI5 6LL 

Articles include: 'Anatomy of a ReligiOUS 
Revival: Stockport Methodists in the 1790s'; 
'Describing Manchester Poetically: PhUip Con
nell'a "A Winter Night in Manchester"'; 'Popu
lar Platform Religion: Arthur Mansell at the 
Free Trade Hall'; 'The ·Smoke Nuisance" and 
Environmental Reformers in Late Victorian 
Manchester'; 'Glen MiD: The International His
tory of a Local POW Camp During World War 
IT'; ""A Nasty Outbreak": Anti-Jewish Disturb
a nces in 1947'; 'Municipal Enterprise in Pursuit 
of Profit: Manchester Airport 1945-78'; 'The 
Manchester Region History RtvituT. The Shape of 
the Next Decade?'; 'Lancashire County Cricket 
Club Library'; 'Manchester United Museum'; 
'The Chetbam Society'; 'Edward Salomans - A 
Soclab�e Architect'. 

The Mundling Stick, Newsletter of the Lion Salt 
Works Trust, Vo1.2, Nos.1 and 2, Spring and 
Summer 19%. A4, 4pp, FREE, no. of issues a 
year unknown. Available from Nick Davies, 
Project Assistant, Lion Salt Works Trust, Oller-

. shawLane, Marston, NorthwlchCW9 6ES. 
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Items in the Spring issue Include: the resto
ration of the Manager's Office and Boiler 
House; 'Salt'; 'Boiler House'; 'Solar Pan(el)s'; 
'Tools of the Trade - No.l, Mundllng Stick'. 

Items in the Summer issue include: 'How to 
make salt' (In a school laboratory); the restora
tion of the Lion Inn; 'Brick and Terra-cotta 
Work by Jabez Thompson'; salt making by 
solar panel; 'Tools of the Trade - No.2 The 



Happer'. 

Past Forward, No.12, Spring 1996. A4, 2Opp, 4 
issues a year, FREE (for A4 sae). Available from 
The Heritage Services Manager, Editor, Past 
Forward, The Heritage Service, Market Suite, 
Market Hall, The Galleries, Wigan WNI IPX. 

Articles include: 'WE've won the Lotteryl'; 
'News from the Archives'; 'I Remember 
When .. :; 'New Jersey tombstone leads to link 
with Wigan windmill'; '"I amused the children 
this dinnert1me by parading on the veloc
ipede"'; 'Hard times in Edwardian Wigan'; 
'From the pit to the Peerage: The Cordon Mac
donald Story'; 'More Memories of Hindley'; 
'Standish Hall Corn Mill'. 

Past Uncovered, The, newsletter of Chester Ar
chaeology, March 1996. A4, 4pp, 4 issues a year, 
FREE. Available from Chester Archaeology, 27 
GrosvenorStreet, Chester CHI 2DD. 

Items include: 'Turning over the stones at 
Chester Cathedral' (about the trial holes exca
vation of the floor of Chester Cathedral In ad
vance of the floor being repaired); 'Roman of
ficers and Chester silversmiths'; 'Mystery 
among the ruins'; 'Seventeenth-centw)r finds 
from Weaver Street'; 'Trade and the port of 
Chester'; 'Cheshire Archaeology Day'; 'A Vic
torian guide to Chester'. 
Really Lancashire, A Magazine for the Red Rose 
County, No.l, May 1996. A4, 48pp, 4 Issues a 
year, single copies £1.SO (plus p&p SOp), 4 
issues £6.00 (no P&p). Available from Landy 
Publishing, 'Acorns', 3 Staining Rise, Staining, 
Blackpool FY3 OBD. 

Articles include: 'The Red Rose of Lanca
shire'; 'Lancashire Dialect - alive and well'; 
'Blackpool Ufeboats'; 'A botanical enigma at 
Dinck)ey'; 'Sir Frank Worrell: a knight remem-

bered'; 'George Formby'; 'Meet Adrian Morris, 
author'; 'William Harrison Ainsworth, Victo
rian wallflower'; 'Hyndbum Explored'; 'Tem
perance lives on in Rawtenstall'; 'An Aigburth 
hamlet'; 'Lancashire Verses'; 'Bailey's Hotel, 
Blackpool'; , Alan Bond, poet and tale-teller'; 'A -
canal trip into the next county'; 'Plnfolds'; 'Dis
aster in Ashton-in-Makerfield'; 'Bill Howcroft 
a Lancashire Champion'; 'Beswick: highly 
rated'; 'Southport, Lancashire'; 'The 'Titantic' 
bandmaster'; 'Lancashire Inn Names'; 'A Ros
sendale ale-taster'; 'Bury - not a fit place to live 
in'. 

This excellent magazine is a mixture of his
tory, nostalgia and Lancashire dialect verse. 
There is something in it for everyone - and 
what a lot! at took me days to read it end to 
end.) 

Smithills Hall and Park News, official newsletter 
of the Friends of Smithills Hall, Issue 1, VoU, 
February 1996. A4, 8pp, 4 issues a year, price 
unknown. Available from the Editor, Constance 
Walker, 2 Craithie Court, Dougill Street, Bolton, 
Lancashire BLI 5SB. 

News items about the Hall, plus an interes
ting article on part of the history of the Hall 
through two early seventeenth century docu
mentll. 

Stretfortl Chronicle, the journal of Stretford Local 
History Society, Winter edition 1995. A4, 14pp, 
price unknown, 3 issues a year. Available from 
the Chairman, Maurice Dawson, 26 Sandy 
Lane, Stretford, Manchester M32 9DA. 

Articles include: 'Botany in the Stretford 
Area'; 'The Primrose League'; 'The Lord Nel
son [pub) and Urrnston - Early 1900s'; 'Sav�� 
Engineering, Longford Road, Corse Hill ; 
'More about Rathbone' s'. 

Next Edition March 1997 

24 



No.13 March 1997 ISSN 0962-9793 

Altrincham History Society 
. JOURNAL 

A Great President: An Appreciation of 
Norman Dore 

Anyone for Croquet? 
Altrincham Tithe Map of 1838 
Altrincham Between The Wars 

Price: £1.00 

• I 



Allrincham Hiltory Society Joamal 
No.13 March 1997 

ISSN 0962-9'793 
Master copy laser-printed by Northern Writers Advbory Services, Sale. 
Editor: Mrs JW Groves, 77 Marford Cracent, Saie, a-hire, M33 4DN 

Hon. Sec.: Mrs Hilda Bayl., 51 Chiltern Drive, Hale, Altrtncham. 

Society News and Meetings 

A Great President 

North West History News 

Events In the North West 

Anyone for Croquet? 
fhrlS Hl1I 

Contents 
2 The A1trind1am Tithe Map Schedule of 

1 838  
3 Don Sayllss 

3 Altrlncham Between The Wars 
Arthur R. Wamurton 

4 
Book Reviews 

6 
Other Local History Societies 
Meetings 

Local Books and Magazines 

1 1  

1 4  

1 7  

1 8  

20 
Cover lIIu.tration: Prince Rupert 01 the Rhine, In memory 01 our late President Norman Dore, a great 
Cheshire Qvil War historian. 

Sublcription.: 0.00 per year. The Iou""" is m.7S per Issue to members and £1.00 to non-members. 
Copyrlaht: Although copyright of the articles rontained with this issue is retained by the individual con
tributors, permi8lllon must be IOUght from the editor when extracts from this issue are published or used 
el8ewhere and due adtnowledgement given. 

SOCIETY NEWS AND MEETINGS 
Meets at Altrincham Ubrary, Stamford New Road, Altrincham at 7.3Opm on Mondays. 
Visitors £1.00 
24th March, 1997, 'John Dalton', Prof. 19th May, 1997, 'Ufe in Roman Britain', 
Card well. Revd. B. Corke. 
28th April, 1997, 'Manchester Glass', Mr P. 
Holm. 
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A GREAT PRESIDENT 
It  is with great sadness we report the 
death of our president, Robert Norman 
Dore, who died on Saturday, 1st February, 
1997. Norman had been our founder
President for eight years from the incep
tion of Altrincham History Society in 1 989. 
He gave unstinting support and service to 
us. He attended committee meetings regu
larly, occasions on which we profited by 
his deep knowledge not only of national 
local history but also of qther societies and 
institutions round the country. He was 
warm-hearted with a great sense of hu
mour and an excellent raconteur. He was 
shrewd in his observations about policy 
and the programme, His suggestions, 
from a wide range of experience, saved a 
lot of discussion time, He had a strong af
fection for the Society, and the Society for 
him. 

He lectured to the Society on a range of 
topics concerning his chief academic love, 
the Civil War and was due to give another 
lecture in the next programme, He had a 
strong, clear voice, was rigorous in thought 
and was frequently critical of some historical 
views. Outside the Society, he was so popu-

lar in his extra-mural and WEA teaching, 
that hundreds of adult students passed 
through his hands remembering their ex
perience with great respect and many came 
to hear his later lectures to us. 

Norman wrote, and had published, many 
books and articles. Those best known to us 
include The Civil War in Chuhire; The GrtlIt 
Civil War in the Mallchester Area; The Letter
books of Sir Willitlm Brerdo" (2 volumes); CIte
si/ire; A History of Hale; and substantive ar
ticles in learned journals of societies such as 
the Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian S0-
ciety on topics such as the Civil War aJtd 
commuting in north Cheshire. A great pillar 
of knowledge, he made a major contribution 
to national and local history; in seminars, he 
took an equal place with university experts 
and was rewarded recently with an honor
ary degree by Manchester University. 

Mr [)ore and his gracious wife Nancy 
have been familiar figures at our meetings 
and we are deeply sorry the partnership is 
broken for Nancy and offer our deepest am
dolences to her and her family. We are very 
sad to lose Norman and remember him with 
great affection and respect. 

Don Bayliss 

NORTH WEST HISTORY NEWS 
Halls Buildings Trust 
"A small organisation called Halls Build
ing Trust was set up in July with the aim 
of preserving (by purchasing, repairing 
and restoring) Halls Buildings, and for its 
subsequent use possibly as a Museum of 
1 620 Puritan Life in Eccles. As Chairman, I 
am being assisted by Salford Community 
Enterprise Development Association. In
itial work is in hand on organisation, con-
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stitution, charity registration, lottery fund
ing application requirements, etc. If fund
ing is not available, the organisation will 
disband. It is hoped to ask Eccles people to 
support this project at a later date." 

. [Source: Eccles and District History Society 
Newsletter] 

If you want to know more about the pr0-
ject or wish to help in any way, in the ab
sence of an address for Mr David Butter-



worth, contact the Secretary of Eccles and 
District History Society, Mr A.N. Cross, at 
658/662 Liverpool Road, Irlam, Manchester 
M44 5AD. 

History Fain in the North West in 1997 
Friends of Helmshore Textile Museum, 
History Alive '97, 16th March 
Cheshire Archaeology Day, 1997. Not re
ally a fair, but has a lot of stalls and dis
plays, as well as speakers. 
Lancashire Local History Federation Con
ference and AGM, 10th May, at Lanca
shire Record Office, Bow Lane, Preston 
(only ten minutes from Preston railway 
station). Again, not really a fair, but a lot 
of stalls there. 
A History Day is mooted by St. Antony's 
Centre in Trafford Park, to be held on 14th 
or 24th September. 
Sheffield Local History Fair, 17th May. 
Not really in the North West, but probably 
still of interest. 

Pendle Witchei' History Trail 
The Borough of Pendle has produced a 
trail booklet on the places and events asso
dated with the Witches of Pendle. A2 
sheet, folded to AS. Free for sae from 
Tourist Information, Town Hall, Market 
Street, Nelson, Lancashire BB9 7LG. 

Revision of the Oxford Engli" . 
Dictionary: Members may be able to 
help 
Appeal from the editors of the Oxford Eng
lish Dictionllry 

'Work is now in progress on a complete 
revision of the Oxfcml English DictionAry, and 
one of the most important aspects of this is 
the improvement of the range of the quota
tion evidence which illustrates the history 
and development of words. Often the exist
ing quotation evidence can be antedated or 
postdated, or new evidence of the changing 
use of a word can be found. 

The editors are concerned that a great deal 
of the research which has been and is being 
done on manuscript sources such as wills, in
ventories, accounts, letters, and diaries, and 
which is subsequently published, is not 
being brought to their attention. The period 
of greatest interest to us is that from about 
1500 to 1900, but earlier and later evidence 
will also be welcome. A team of researchers 
has started work recently on extracting ma
terial from some sources of this kind, with 
very encouraging results. 

If you are aware of any source which you 
think might provide useful material, please 
contact the Call for Research Materials, Ox
ford Englis/r Dictionary, Oxford University 
Press, Great aarendon Street, Oxford OX2 
6DP, either by letter or lax on 01865 267810, 
or by e-mail to oed380up.co.uk: 

Events in the North West 
Centre for North-west Regional 1th June, 1997 

Studies, Lancashire Local History Federation 
Lancaster University, Fylde College, Ballrlgg, Arc:hiws"nd You: Hotv 10 Confntllt Prrson41 Archiws 

Lancaster LA 1 4YF (LLHF AGM and Day School) 
Sunday Schools in tile North Wnt Lancashire Record Office, Bow Lane, Preston 

19th Apri1, 1997 10th May, 1997 

Sourcn for tile Study of Anglo-Suon 4nd Viking 
£ng""'d 
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For more detaJI.contact Diana Wlnterbotham, 
LWF, 9 Riverside Drive,SIonedough, Radcliffe 

M261HU 



(Members of A1trincham HIstory Society are 
members of the lancashire l.ocaI History 

Federation and are very welcome at the AGM and 
Day School, and other LLHFmeedngs. Lancashire 

Record Office Is only a five minute waUt from 
Preston raUwaystation.) 

Chester Mystery Plays 1997 
Che_er Archive. 

Town Hall, Chester 
Ardtiwworbhop: .souras for wry 0,_ 

10.00am-4.00pm, Saturday, 15th March, 1997 
Fee: £7.50 

Lecture Theatre, Cl'OIYenor MUHum 
TheCMstn-Plllys: A History, 7.3Opm-9.00pm, 9th 

June 
Plllying with Politics: The Mystery Plllys in Tudor 

England, 7.3Opm-9.00pm, 16th June 

Plllying with the PflSt: Modem RnlitIItIIs of the Chestn
Plllys,7.3Opm-9.00pm, 23rd June 

Fee: £2.50 per lecture, £6.50 for all three lectures. 

·C he_er Archive. 
Why Not Try Lectures 

Rtrlding Old Docummts, 9.3Oam-4.00pm, Saturday, 
1st March, 1997, Chester Town Hall. Fee: £10.00 

(OI.OOconcessions) 

Peoplt from the PflSt, 2.00-S.00pm, Wednesday, 12th 
March, 1997. Chester Heritage Centre, Bridge 

Street Row, Chester. Fee: 0.50 (£2.50 concessions) 

Beginning F"",ily History, 9.3Oam-4.00pm, 
Thursday, 20th March, 1997. Cheshire Record 
Office, Duke Street, Olester. Fee: £10.00 (01.00 

concessions) 

How Archaeologists rxan;"tt, 7.00pm-9.00pm, 17th 
and 24th March, and 7th April, 1997. Central 

Chester venue. Fee: 0.50 per lieS8lon, 01.00 for all 
three lectures (£2.50 concessions) 

Tudor Day, 9.3Oam-4.00pm, 26th April, 1997. 
Stanley Palace. Watergate Street, Olester. Fee: 

£12.00 (£10.00 concessions) 

Wigan History Shop 
E.hibltion. 

The Demon OrbIt (history of the production, 
distribution and consumption of alcohol In 

Wlgan). 27th January, 1997 onwards 
Lectum 

The lAdy of the Garrison: C1r4rlottt, Cmmtns of Cltrby 
and the Siege of fAthom House, 1643-45, 12th 
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. .  February, 1997 
ThePmnine ...wy, 12th March, 1997 

Secondhand Book Fain 1997 
For more details contact Bob Dobson on te1-fax 

01253895678 
Bolton Toam IWI, Saturday, 5th April 

RRwtms"",Astorill, Saturday, 26th April 
Accrington Toam IWI, Saturday, 10th May 

Ingltton Commlllfity Htdl, Sunday, 25th May 
Wigan Pin, Sunday, 8th June 

Stockport Town HRlI, Saturday, 6th September 
In8ietorr Community HRlI, Sunday, 21st September 

The Lion Salt Works Trust 
Onenhaw Lane, Marston, Northwich, Cheshire 

Set '97 (explorin8 scimce,tn8in«ringand 
ttdrnology), Sunday, 16th March 

MUSt'IIms Wed, 17th-26th May 

1st Mmstorr GmRI RAlly. Sdlt Bm8t Pub,n., Lion 
SGlt Works, 25th-27th July 

Hn-itage Open Days and National Arclraeology Day, 
September 

Mersey Basin Wed:md, October 

Manchester Jewish Museum 
Lectum 

Facin8 the c""lItn8t-Asptc:ts of Modtm Jewish 
History. 6 lectures, beginning 7.00pm-9.00pm, 

Tuesday, 13th May. Fee: 05.00 (£28.00 
concessions) 

For more details contact Manchester Jewish 
Museum, 190Cheetham HUI Road, Manchester 

M8 8LW. 
E.hibition. 

RRdislrts for nsa -A Story of the Lodz Ghetto, Sunday, 
1st June to Sunday, 3rd August 

Manchester Conference Centre 
UMIST, Sackville Street, Manchester 

A NewChtmrrd7 Defining A New Rnttarch Agtndafor 
WattrWflY5History 
1 1  th October, 1997 

Call for papers and advancement announcement 
For more detaUs on the papers wanted and the 

seminar Itlelf contact Paul SiUitoe, 2 Oaken 
Oough Terrace, Urnehurst. Ashton-under-L yme 
OL7 9NY. Proposals for papers must be sent, with 

sae, by 30th April. 



ANYONE FOR CROQUET? 

Most people will remember the trouble
some game Alice had in Lewis Carroll's 
description of a croquet game in which 
flamingoes, h�gehogs and playing cards 
were involved. They will therefore realise 
that croquet was a popular Victorian 
game, which is still being played today, 
but with many less players. They may 
even associate the name of Hurlingham as 
the venue for Croquet Championships. 
Locals may be less familiar with the fact 
that international matches have been 
hosted at the Bowdon Croquet Club. 

To quote from Tile Field, Saturday, 1 3th 
August, 1864: "A few years ago, a new game, 
destined to a great English future, was 
quietly introduced into this country. It had 
no acknowledged parentage." One school of 
thought suggested croquet (with a accent 
over the 'e'), was an introduction from 
France during the reign of Charles 11, when it 
was played under the name of 'Pall Mall', 
derived from 'paille mailJe', from the Italian 
'Palamaglio' - 'palla', a ball, and 'maiglio', a 
mallet. Another version of its origin claimed 
the game was imported from Ireland. Sa
muel Pepys in a diary entry for 2nd April, 
1661, records seeing for the first time, the 
game of 'Pelemele', played at St. James's 
Park. Some authorities suggest that both 
games had a common ancestry. Others argue 
that croquet and paille maille were quite dif
ferent games. All in all, it seems that croquet 
did come to us through Ireland, in the reign 
of Charles n. A John Jaques of Hatton Gar
den is commemorated in a poem printed in 
Punch, July 1864, for introducing the game 
from Ireland. It is known from a surviving 
letter to Arthur Lillie in 1873, that Jaques, a 
toy manufacturer, had made his own cr0-
quet set from patterns found whilst on a 
busines� trip to Ireland. The first set of laws 
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Chris Hill 
was published in 1857, with a new edition in 
1860, followed by a comprehensive set in 
1 864. Rules for the game in this country were 
also published in the magazine bind and 
Water, 18th December, 1869, to which a Mr. 
Spratt had sent in the rules having, in 1851, 
acquired the knowledge of them from a Miss 
Macnaughton. She had seen the game 
played on the beaches in Brittany, where 
broomsticks and willow-rod hoops were 
used. The game was first played in this 
country on a lawn at the home of Lord Lons
dale. The use of the word 'croquet' is sup
posed to be onomatopoeic in origin; similar 
to 'ping pong'. 

By the 1860s, the garden game of croquet 
had become all the rage, and it continued to 
flourish throughout that decade. In an article 
in 1M Queen magazine, it was noted that 
competitive instincts aroused by croquet 
often caused old ladies to loose their self con
trol. In 1867 John Jaques had become a recog
nised authority on the game and he had 
65,000 copies of his 'Laws and Regulations' 
printed and from 1850 his firm had been pro
ducing croquet sets; the firm continued to 
thrive and is still a well known name in the 
field of sports equipment. The game was 
widely recognised as a popular pastime and 
was often a feature of garden parties. In an 
era of strict moral etiquette, croquet pro
vided a subterfuge for females, normally 
chaperoned, to indulge in a little light flirta
tion with young men. (Other such oppor
tunities were afforded by rowing and danc
ing.) Croquet shared its popularity with 
archery in the genteel atmosphere of sunny 
afternoon garden parties, where the sexes 
could mingle. The game was also popular 
with hostesses because large groups could be 
simultaneously entertained in sets of eight or 
sixteen people, and the lawns on which It 



was played could be large or small, acoord
ing to the size of the garden. The hoops were 
almost a foot wide and thirteen inches high. 
Dependent on the size of the lawn, or the 
preference of the . host, eight or ten hoops 
were arranged in either a diamond or a hexa
gon formation, together with two pegs, one 
for starting, another for turning at the oppo
site end. The original mallet heads were only 
a few inches long, made of ivory or box
wood, with handles being of ash, hickory, or 
Malacca cane. 

As a social pastime, the game gradually 
lost its popularity, especially when in 1 874, 
the more elegant game of lawn tennis was 
introduced by a Major Wingfield, who orig
inally patented the game as 'sphairstike'. 
Many lawns which had been devoted to cr0-
quet, were speedily oonverted to tennis 
courts, and perhaps because so many lawns 
were available for conversion, tennis became 
a rapid success. The rules of this new game 
were simple, whilst those for croquet were 
rather difficult and in some cases gave op
portunity for various interpretation. How
ever, although croquet waned in popularity 
there were still enthusiasts to keep it alive, 
and the players tended to become more pro
fessional in the way they played the game. 
Enough serious players remained to enable 
the game to continue, and, because it became 
more competitive, the idea of holding a na
tional championship came to fruition in 
1 867, the competition being held at Evesham. 
This was followed up in subsequent years 
and the enthusiasm it created resulted in the 
formation of the All England �roquet Oub 
(AECQ, in 1 868. The new club looked round 
for a ground, but various squabbles within 
the Association delayed a choice of venues. 
An outcome of the in-fighting was the for
mation of a splinter group calling themselves 
the National Croquet Oub (NCC). In 1 870, 
the AECC leased four acres of land in Wim-
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bledon and that July held its first croquet 
championship, memben of the NCC also 
taking part. More disruptions within the 
ranks of the Nee caused yet another break
away, the short-lived Grand National Cro
quet Club being formed (GNCQ. Despite 
these arguments within the governing body 
of the game, oompetitive croquet prospered. 
Regular tournaments were organised for 
both men and women, a croquet magazine 
was published which allowed debates on 
how the game should be played, only one 
peg was allowed, the hoops were reduced in 
size, while balls and mallets became bigger; 
some mallet heads being made of the heavy 
lignum vitae wood. Then in 1874, as pre
viously mentioned, tennis was introduced 
and at Wimbledon the commiHee set aside 
one of its lawns for tennis and badminton. In 
1 877, they hosted the first lawn tennis cham
pionship and the club's name was changed 
to the All England Croquet and Lawn Tennis 
Club. The popularity of croquet continued to 
decline, reflected in another name change in 
1899, this time to the All England Lawn 
Tennis and Croquet Club (AELTC). The gov
erning body for croquet became the United 
All England Croquet Association (UAECA), 
shortened in 1900 to the Croquet Association 
(CA), which it still is today. Competitive cr0-
quet revived and continued to grow grad
ually into the Edwardian era, which is 
looked back upon as the golden age for cr0-
quet, when ladies wore long flowing elegant 
dresses and the men shielded their eyes from 
the sun, or protected their heads from sun
stroke, by wearing flat caps or panamas, 
together with equally stylish sports suits. 
This heyday lasted up to the First World 
War, which naturally created a .ull, but after
wards the growth of clubs continued, reach
ing a peak in the early 1930s. From then on 
the game was again affected by internal 
troubles and with the outbreak of the Second 



World War, interest drastically fell, grounds 
falling into disuse and many former players 
being lost, victims of the war. Since then a 
slow but steady come-back has occurred, in
cluding more competition from abroad in 
the form of international matches. Competi
tion croquet, played on courts, is now 
known as association croquet, governed by 
the rules published by the Croquet Associ
ation, although there are other variants of 
croquet which still exist. 

The national scene having been covered, 
what about the game's fortunes in the Altrin
cham, Bowdon area? In the Victorian heyday 
the six inch to the mile ordnance survey map 
for 1878 covering most, but not all, of the 
area likely to have had croquet grounds, 
shows forty eight such lawns, ('grounds' as 
they are there referred to on the map), and 
only three bowling greens. Of the latter, the 
one which would have been most expected 
to have still existed, that of the Stamford 
Hotel in Church Street, famous in the Man
chester area and to which bowlers were quite 
prepared to travel long distances, is shown 
to have converted to a croquet ground. This 
must have been because the building on the 
site was then a private residence, named 
Stamford House. The three which did exist 
were: one behind the Stamford Arms and 
Griffin, another close by at the Bowdon 
Tennis Oub near the top of Stamford Road 
and the third behind the Unicorn, where the 
Stamford Bowling Club have their venue 
(perhaps started up after the nearby one on 
Church Street closed). The Tennis Club at the 
end of Winton Road was the site of the first 
Croquet Club in the area, founded in 1873 as 
the Bowdon Bowling and Croquet Club, 
which is thought to make it the seventh ol
dest croquet club in the country. It was, in
cidentally, at its formation or soon after
wards, constituted as a limited company, 
probably one of very earliest so created in 
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the country.1 The surviving minutes of the 
croquet club date from 1885 and although 
references to croquet are sparse, a few items 
of interest are recorded. Members were only 
permitted to bring individual guests on two 
occasions in any one year. On 12th June, 
1907, the members decided to convert the 
croquet courts into tennis courts. By 1909, 
tennis had gained predominance and at an
other meeting on 1 st April that year, it was 
resolveCt to change the name of the club to 
The Bowdon Bowling and Tennis Oub. It is 
interesting to note that part of the ground 
was donated by a neighbouring resident and 
covenanted to remain an open space to be 
used for sport. 

This decision resulted in 191 1, in a group 
breaking away to found the Bowdon Cro
quet Club, on the site they still occupy, off St. 
Mary's Road. A Mrs. Duggan was in
strumental in suggesting the site of the new 
club, being elected the first President and she 
and her husband, Dr. Duggan, were also 
Ground Managers with Mr. Pearee, Secre
tary and Treasurer; Mrs. Grafton, Vice Presi
dent, and her husband, were also created 
Life Members. At their founding meeting at 
the St. Margaret's Institute, a constitution 
was decided, including a clause which 
limited the membership to sixty playing 
(and twenty-six non-playing members), with 
the proviso that this could be increased to 
eighty if desirable. Letters were circulated to 
those who the committee thought might be 
interested in joining, resulting in a total of 
seventy-five potential playing members; the 
limit of sixty playing members was therefore 
increased to eighty (with fifty non-playing 
members, rising to sixty if required). This in
dicates that a high level of enthusiasm for the 
game still existed in the area. The initial sub
scriptions were set at one guinea for entry 
fee; one pound and five shillings for playing 
membership and half a guinea for honorary, 



non-playing members. The cost of laying out 
the grounds was estimated at £U!8 and the 
cost of the pavilion, between £130 and £150. 
It seems that a major sideline for club mem
bers was the playing of Auction Bridge, to 
The Portland Club Laws, weekly competi
tions being held in the Assembly Rooms and 
continuing until 1962, when it seems to have 
petered out. In 1913, the permitted number 
of playing members was increased to ninety. 
Under these flourishing conditions, it was 
decided to hold the first tournament during 
the period 21st July to the 26th and for this 
purpose various additional croquet grounds 
were made use of. The Ladies Lawn Tennis 
Club were approached for the use of their 
green and (by reference to letters of apology 
in the minutes for subsequent years, it would 
seem) the greens at nearby residences were 
also used, including Hilston House, situated 
at the Dunham Road end of Green Walk; 
High Croft at the end of Park Road; and 
Dunham Knoll, at the end of Devisdale 
Road, built after 1878. There were, addition
ally, at least three houses along The Firs with 
croquet greens.2 (The total number of such 
greens was almost certainly well over fifty.) 
In 1914, the field adjoining the existing cr0-
quet ground became available for sale or 
lease and the club approached the land 
agent, with a view to expanding the facilities 
of the club. However, this proposal caused 
some consternation in the local Bowdon 
schools, as they used the grounds for drill, 
games and for gardening, in the form of al
lotments. A School Manager contacted the 
club, protesting strongly again§t the scheme. 
An agent for the Arch-Deacon 'phoned to 
say he had agreed to a lease on the under
standing that the allotments remained. The 
club accepted these conditions and agreed to 
a rent of £10; the schools were to be offered 
an alternative field for their drill use. The 
matter did not end there, however, as the 
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next day a deputation arrived at the club, 
pleading that the alternative field was not 
suitable for their use and it was an absolute 
necessity for them to have continued use of 
the half acre field as if they did not, the grant 
from the County Council, specifically for 
that land, would be lost. The outcome was 
that the Stamford Estates allowed the 
schools to continue their use of the field with 
the club having first refusal, should the Bow
don Schools Managers terminate their lease. 

The fortunes of the club have varied from 
time to time, but they were certainly en
hanced by Lord Tollemache of Peckforton 
Castle and his wife becoming country mem
bers in April 1920; only resigning in March 
1940. 

His lordship had a green at his residence 
and through constant practice had become 
an enthusiastic and skilled player. As a new
comer to tournament competition, he en
tered the 1910 National Open Doubles, caus
ing quite a stir by announcing before he 
played that he would "triple peel his oppo
nent and peg him out"1 Such confidence was 
vindicated by the result, when his actions 
proved as good as his word. In 191 4, he pub
lished a book on how he thought the game 
should be played, packing it full of photo
graphs of himself demonstrating strokes and 
techniques. He produced another after the 
Second World War, written for advanced 
players, updating the strategy and playing 
methods required, to keep abreast of modern 
developments. On joining Bowdon, he en
hanced the club's prestige and, being a 
talented personality, drew players to the 
club, but it was not until March 1938, that he 
was elected to the committee. He raised the 
club playing standard by holding coaching 
sessions. Annual house parties, which he 
hosted to encourage the participation of top 
players during the annual Club tournament 
also added to the club's attractions, such that 



a waiting list developed of eager potential 
members. Lord Tollemache died in 1955. 

During the period of World War 1 all en
ergies were devoted to the war effort and as 
a consequence, the upkeep of the �ns 
could not be sustained. In fact, during 1917, 
sheep grazed on the lawns, a 'fowl-house' 
was erected on the terrace, wounded soldiers 
were allowed the use of one of the courts and 
the club house was used to house nurses 
staffing the Halgh Lawn Annexe Hospital in 
St. Margaret's Road. The sheep proved a 
failure and were replaced by goats, the milk 
being sold to the Haigh Lawn Hospital for 
the benefit of 'delicate soldiers'. In 1 919, 
these wartime arrangements came to an end 
and the club's sporting activities resumed. In 
1925, Lady Crossley was elected Club Presi
dent. Between the wars a revival produced 
some notable players including, in 1937, 
Charles Calman, who won the British Open 
Championship and the following year was 
the first club member to be invited to take 
part in the more prestigious event of the 
President's Cup. Each year the best eight 
players are invited to compete for this hon
our under playing conditions which are 
more demanding than in any other tourna
ment, the hoops being only o�ghth of an 
inch wider than the balls, instead of the 
usual tolerance of twice this clearance. The 
players play against each others twice. The 
Second World War again caused a set-back 
while the nation's activities were redirected, 
and again this had an effect on the �ns. 
Their upkeep lapsed and they deteriorated 
(and it should be appreciated that the condi
tions of the greens has to be well nigh per
fect, especially for tournament and interna
tional matches). To add to these set-backs, 
quite a few players were lost, victims of the 
conflict. The situation had reached such a 
crisis that in 1962 an Extraordinary General 
Meeting was called to decide the fate of the 
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Oub. The result of lengthy discussions was 
that the members passed a resolution "that 
an effort be made to continue the club"; they 
therefore renewed the lease from the Stam
ford Estates. Again a revival occurred and 
Bowdon recovered to produce more notable 
players. Some have represented Great Bri
tain in Internationals, or Test Matches; 
namely CoIin Erwin twice and more re
cently, David Maugham, also twice capped 
for Britain and additionally, having twice 
won the American 'World Championship', 
an event where entrance is by invitation of 
representatives picked by their National As
sociations. David is at present ranked third 
nationally and fifth in the world. Another ·fa
mous name was involved in playing croquet 
in the Bowdon area. Either before the war, or 
perhaps during it (maybe to encourage 
greater efforts in the production of Specialist 
equipment at a secret meeting with the en
gineering mandarins of Broadheath), Win
ston Churchill came to stay at 'Northlands', 
in Grey Road and is known to have played 
croquet on its surviving croquet lawn. Since 
1959 the area where the ground was once 
laid out has been part of the garden of one of 
our members, our former treasurer, Mr. Alii
son, whom I thank for this piece of informa
tion. The standard of players at Bowdon is 
comparable with the best in the country, the 
clubhouse has been extended, the greens are 
in superb condition and generally the fa
cilities have been improved to make Bowdon 
a dub to be proud of. In recent years Bow
do"n has hosted International Test Matches, 
including the 1996 series against America. 
Two private croquet lawns are thought to be 
still in use in local gardens, but not necessar
ily survivors of the 1878 era. 

Thanks for help and information to J. AIIi
son, (AHS); Beryl Chartres (BHS); Rita 
Lewis and Edna Willkle (BB&tTC); Sheila 
Black, Brian Storey, Martin Granger-



Brown (BCC); Neville Walton (BCH&tSC); 
and David OdUng (BL TC). 

Note. 
1. The pound had previously been used by the 
8owdon Cricket Oub, origlnaUy formed In the 
.ummer of 1856, by a few men who .tarted practIs
Ing on land at Roee HIll, where later a Wesleyan 
Chapel and then a school run by Mr. Pearce were 
built. However, the pitch was rough, being either 
cut by lICythe, or cropped by sheep, 50 In 1865 they 
moved to the venue In Stamford Road. Their mem
bers Induded names such a. Willis Mudd, son of 
the pbotographer, Sir Joseph Spencer, an M.P., and 
Alexander Ireland, Junior, pubUsher. The club then 
moved to South Down. Road, where the pavUlon 
was built In 1874. 1ben and on a subsequent 0cca
sion, a Miss Blckham helped financially in buying 
the land, In remembrance of her brother who was a 
player. This cricket team may be considered as the 
Gentleman's team, but a Player'. team, made up 
originally of chauffeurs, gardeners and servants 

from the big hQUBeS (and sometimes referred to .. 
Lord SWnford'. lIeam), had their pound on the 
DevIsdaIe (.tIII .... ked on the A to Z mq). Only a 
couple of ynn ago, the pavilion coIlapaed. The 
remnants may still be there, situated near to a ring 
of trees which surrounded a cottage still .tandlng 
at about the end of the war. 
2. In passing, It Is worth noting that the 8owdon 
Ladles Lawn Tennis Cub was situated on the De
vlsdale near Dunham Knoll (and should not be 
confused with the St. Margaret's courts on Ben
tinck Road). They took part, by invitation, in tour
naments with the men's club at the bottom of Elcho 
Road, and their pavilion was moved, In the 19205, 
to the men's club on amalgamation, being the 
building nearest the entrance on Elcho Road, now 
used as the groundsman's storage hut. The most 
prized trophies the club now holds are the two 
cups, one for each partner, dating from 1893, 
awarded to the winners of the Mixed Doubles 
HandlcapCompetition. 

THE ALTRINCHAM TITlIE MAP SCHEDULE OF 1838 

The tithe surveys of the early-mid nine
teenth century were designed to commute 
payments in kind (tithe = tenth), pre
viously given for the support of the 
church, to money rent-charges, more ap
propriate to an emerging industrial mon
etary society in which barter and ex
change of agricultural goods was, for most 
people, already obsolete. There were three 
types of tithe: prerulitd, calculated on in
come from corn, oats, wood, etc.; mixed, 
calculated from income from stock and 
wood: and personal tithes based on labour; 
some income, for example, from heath 
commons was exempt.1 The system was 
outmoded and unfair farticularly to land
holders of poor land. In any case, much 
land enclosure had taken place both infor
many and by Act of Parliament and a sys
tematic record of the new landscape was 
needed by the church so tithes could be 
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updated. Each parish was surveyed and a 
schedule written identifying landlord, ten
ant, acreage, name of the piece of land, its 
land-use, its value and commuted rent
charge. The calculations were complex, for 
example values were based on an average 
of the value of the last six years' tithe and 
the 1836 price of corn and agreed by dis
cussion between the Commissioners 
carrying out the survey, the church, land
holders and tenants but it is clear that the 
views of a big land holder could dominate 
the 'agreement

,
.3 There was agricultural 

depression at the time and landowners 
had great power over their tenants' views. 
The Commissioners' results were publish
ed in the form of map and schedule of 
which there were three copies: for the 
diocesan registry, the church and the tithe 
office. It is said the tithe surveys contain 
'apposite, synchronic data ... from which 



patterns of land-use, crops, fields, farms 
and estates can be reconstructed'! It is for 
these latter aspects that researchers 
usually use the records because the sur
veys yield huge amounts of information. 
The full analysis of tithe map data round 
the Altrincham area has yet to be publish
ed, though some aspects have been used 
in several recent local history publications. 

The purpose of this. article is not to ana
lyse details from the schedule of lands of the 
Altrincham survey dated 21st November, 
1 838  but to look at the introduction to the 
written schedule where certain passages tell 
us not only about the commutation or 
change from goods in kind to rent<harge, 
but the nature of those former andent offer
ings given to the church. There were three 
main claimants for tithe: the landlord, the 
rector (the Great Tithes) and the vicar (the 
Small Tithes).S In some cases where a monas
tery had the advowson, this institution 
counted as the 'rector' and the parish incum
bent was the 'vicar'. Bowdon church be
longed to Birkenhead Priory until the Refor
mation and was then given to the new bisho
pric of Chester, 15416 which In 1838 was still 
the 'rector'. By this time, one of Bowdon's 
chapels-of-ease, St. George's, built in 1799 
lay in Altrincham. Nevertheless, the town
ship and borough of Altrincham was still 
part of Bowdon parish in 1 838, and new par
ishes such as Dunham Massey,1 St. John's 
and St. Georges8 were not to appear until the 
1850s and 60s. 

The customary exactions quoted below 
for Altrincham may go back many centuries 
before, such as the modu5eS, ancient tradi
tional payments recognised as early as 1 189" 
while others post-<iate the building of St. 
George's. 

The following is a shortened extract from 
the preamble to the 1838 tithe award: 

'The said Township of Altrlncham contains 
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by estimation Six hundred and Thirty acres 
and a half and !leVen perdtes... the whole of 
which land Is subject to the Payment of all 
manner of tlthes... to the Moduses and pres
aiptive or Customary payments In lieu 
thereof... The undermentioned Easter Offer
Ings and Personal tithes, ModUleS and pres
aiptive or Cuslomary payments are payable 
10 the Vicar' In lieu of the undermentioned 
tithes or tltheable Artides. .. viz. 
Fivepence halfpenny for every housekeeper 
that !s to say, One Penny In Ueu of smoke and 
One Penny halfpenny for the house. Two 
pence for every Offering. Two pence for every 
Person exercising a trade. One Penny for 
every Garden. Two pence for every hide or 
Plow Land. One penny for every half-hide or 
Plow Land. One Penny for every Mllch Cow. 
One Penny for every barren Cow. One far
thing for every fleece of Wool under five In 
number. Sixpence for five fleeces and One 
shilling for !!even fleeces and so for a greater 
number beginning the reckoning again after 
every !!even fleeces. One shiUlng and Eight
pence for five Lambs and three ShUllngs and 
Four pence for Seven Lambs and so for a 
greater number beginning the reckoning 
again after every Seven Lambs. Two pence for 
every Swarm of Bees. One Penny for every 
old Stock of Bees. Two pence for every foal 
fallen. One ShIlUng for five pigs, two shUllngs 
or a Pig at the Choice of the Vicar for !leVen 
Pigs and so for a greater number beginning 
the reckoning again after every seven pigs. 
Three pence for five Geese. Sixpence for !!even 
Geese or a Goose at the Choice of the Vicar 
and so .... (etc.) ... One shilUng and sixpence for 
every Cheshire or Customary Acre of Upiand 
Meadowlng such Customary acre being after 
the rate of eight yards Square to the Pole or 
Perch. Two ShUllngs and Sixpence for every 
acre of the measure aforesaid of water 
meadowlng. 

The Vicar il 1110 enlided 10 TIthe of Calvel in 
kind. The Appropriale Rector and the .. id Earl of 
Stamford and Wlninatm .. Tenanl for Life of the 
.. id Appropriate Redory Ire enlided 10 all other 
lithel .. .'. 

(The lithe. 10 the Earl and the rector (OIeller) 
were Ulelsed .. £4 • •  4.)}O .... And that lhe an
nual Sum of Forty three pound. by wly of renI
charae... IhalI be .. id to the .. id Vicar and hi. 
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aucceuon instead of all tithe., Euter Offerin,s, 
Penonal tithea, Modueea and preacriptive or Cua
tamary paymenta in lieu thereof to which the a.id 
Vicar ia enlitled in reapeet of the Land, Houeea 
or Inhabitanll of the .. id Townahip.' 

Study of the customary tithes suggest 
some could be very ancient. The 1 d  for 
'smoke' rather than 'hearths' suggest a tax 
earlier than the Hearth Tax and perhaps 
referred to the time of the original settlement 
when, if a man could build a stone fireplace 
with smoke coming from it overnight, that 
place could be his possession. 

Two pence for every one with a trade was 
a rent which might appear to have been first 
levied on the traders of the medieval b0-
rough. Altrincham also had hand spinning 
of worsted before 1800 and of hand weaving 
of woollens and factory production of cotton 
at the beginning of the nineteenth century. 

The tax on gardens seems to have been a 
windfall tax levied not on house gardens but 
on the increasing number of market gardens 
which had developed In the Altrincham and 
Timperley areas from the late eighteenth 
century in response to demand from the 
Manchester area, facilitated by transport of 
vegetables along the Bridgewater Canal. 

Five pence on each 'hide' or 'plow land' 
uses terms as old as Domesday, when places 
in the record of 1086 were measured by the 
hide (120 acres) for tax purposes. The 
meaning of 'hide' seems to have changed as 
the area of Altrincham was not much over 
five hides in total. It may be that by the 1830s 
a strip or field was meant rather than 1 20 
acres. 

It is interesting that sheep-were valued at 
four times that of cows. The writer has not 
found a mention of sheep in medieval docu
ments but hand loom weavers were found in 
Altrincham in the late eighteenth century,t t  

and though much wool was carried along 
the canal, some must have been produced 

from local sheep. Seard suggests sheep were 
largel� restricted to Delamere Forest until 
1813.1 They might have been introduced to 
Altrincham in the late eighteenth century or 
early nineteenth to also supply wool for the 
new factory output of the South Lancashire 
and Yorkshire towns. In Altrincham many 
weavers lived in New Street and Chapel 
Street, built about 1 800. In terms of tithe the 
church seems to have quickly cashed in on 
this new agricultural trade. 

The tithe on bees represents the ancient 
form of sweetening, especially necessary 
after the introduction of tea, but by the late 
seventeenth century sugar was arriving from 
the West Indies. 

It is not surprising that there was a levy 
on pigs. Altrincham was long noted for these . 
animals.13 Their dose control was outlined 
as early as the borough charter of 1290. The 
final point is to mention the meadows Ch� 
shire customary acre (measured as being 2.1 
times the statute acre). The low water 
meadows lay round Timperley Brook and In 
early times would have been held in com
mon strips like the arable town field west of 
the town. By the nineteenth century they had 
long been 'privatised' and so like the 'plow 
lands' (arable) were tithed. The dry upland 
meadows were mown for winter stockfeed 
like the flood-regulated water meadows, and 
were probably former arable fields turned 
over to meadow to feed increased numbers 
of animals necessary to supply milk, cheese, 
meat and wool to the growing northern 
towns. 
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In case it be thought Altrincham had a 
special set of activities on which the tithes 
were commuted this was not so. The same 
preamble with identical charges can be 
found in the front of, for example, the sch� 
dule for Timperley township, t4 issued on the 
same day. Even the charges for the few 
tradesmen of Timperley, for example, the 
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smith and wheelwright, were the same. Tim
perley was far bigger than Altrincham in 
area with more agriculture and therefore 
paid more than twice the amount of tithes 
even though its population was about a 
quarter of Altrincham's 3000 or so. Altrin
cham included many we�lthy professional 
and independent people and it would seem 
the Commissioners could have profited by 
levying a higher charge on tradesmen, pro
fessionals and other members of its service 
population. The town benefited from a low 
tithe rent-charge based on calculations from 
earlier agriculturally-based tithes-in-kind. 
Perhaps the Earl had some influence, for 
some reason, in keeping the bases of the rent
charges for Altrincham the same as for the 
other townships. The new rent-charge hit 
Timperley and the other more agricultural 
districts to a greater degree. It would be in
teresting to see if there were significantly dif
ferent details in the surrounding parishes of 
Ashton-on-Mersey, Warburton and in the 
growing urban places in north Trafford but 
to ascertain this would need a comparative 
study of the tithe award in the townships of 
the parish of Bowdon with those outside. 

The 1836 Tithe Commutation Act was not 
the last such act, but rent-charge finally dis
appeared in 1936 when landowners paid an 
annuity to redeem all tithes by 1996. The in
troduction of tithe commutation in 1836 
raised no major euphoria or riot, except 
when a number of bishops voted against the 
bill in the Lords. The demise of the tithe, 160 

years later, last year, went mainly unnoticed. 

Notea 
1. Richardson, J., TIte l.octIl Historian', Encyc1opedu,. 
Historical PubUcatlons, 1986, C134. 
2. Evans, E.J., Tithes, AMps, Apportionment. mill the 
1836 Act, BALH, 1993, p. 10. 
3. Ibld, p.22. 
4. Kaln, R., and Prince, H., The tithe surwys of Eng
hlndtmd Wales. CUP, 1985, p.256. 

There is a transcript of the A1trincham award 
by Mrs J'vHardman in Altrincham Library and an 
offidal ropy in Cheshire Record Office. Some ana
lysis Is recorded in: Altrincharn in 1841, Altrincham 
History Society Occasional Paper, No. 5, 1994. 
5. Rlchardson,op. cit., C134. 
6. Rimards, R., Old Cheshire Churches, Batsford, 
1941, p.65. 
1. Bamford, F., Mansions and Men of Dunharn Mas
sey, Bamford, 1991 .  
8 .  Evans,op. cit., p.8. 
9. The vicar was WlIllam Henry Galffldus Mann. 
See Richards,op. cit., p.61. 
10. The Earl received tithes as thechief tenantofthe 
Rector. 
1 1 .  Alken, J., A Description of the Country Thirty to 
Forty Miles round Manchester, 1795, reprinted Kel
ley, 1968, p.425. 
12. Scard, G., Squire tIfId Tmallt: RurAl L� in Clre
shire 1760-1900, <l\eshlre Community Coundl, 
1980,p.81. 
13. Bayllss, D.G., 'Altrincham In the Survey and 
Rental of the Manor of Dunham Massey, ADl343-
49 Part 1', Altrillcham History Society lou,.,."l, N03, 
June 1992, p.8. Bayllss, 'Altrincham charter of 1290' 
in AltrillcMrn a History, Willow Publishing, 1992, 
p.1S. 
14. Information and helpful suggestions · from 
Hazel Pryor 

ALTRINCHAM BETWEEN THE WARS 

Introduction 
The poverty the author of this article out
lines was very intense and beyond the im
agination of many people today. Two
thirds of a very inadequate dole payment 
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Arthur R. Warburton 
was swallowed up in rent, leaving very 
little for food, clothes and other essentials. 
The young schoolboy tried to help out by 
earning small amounts selling firewood, 
delivering newspapers, acting as a golf 



caddy,and any other activity to contribute 
a few pennies to the family budget. 

The Verbal Contract of Service, issued to 
him when he got a job at Tilghman's, made 

I was born in Oakfield Street in 1916. I 
started my education at the InfantIJunior 
School of St. Oswald's lower down the 
street, next to the Phoenix Works (now a 
bus depot) and adjacent to Bentley's 
Buildings. I moved on to Seamons Moss 
School for Boys where I won a class prize, 
2nd Best and received a copy of Gulliver's 
Traveb.. After one term I then went to St. 
George's Church School. The Headmaster 
was a fine man named Stapleton and my 
class teacher, another fine chap named 
Sammy Dunn, used to play [football) for 
Newcastle [on-Tyne] at one time. 

I later won a scholarship to Bradbury 
Central School, Queens Road, Hale. S.,rsum 
Sursum was the school's motto - I think· it 
meant 'Higher and Higher'. I was supposed 
to remain until I was sixteen years of age but 
was allowed to leave when I was fourteen in 
order to find work to help keep the 'wolf 
from our door' because my dad was out of 
work, like so many others. He was on the 
dreaded Means Test and receiving 15/- per 
week to keep Mum, Dad and two sons. I re
member the rent was 9/ld. 

I can dearly remember so much about 
Oakfield Street and the surrounding areas. 
Times were very bad during my childhood -
hardship, poverty, despair because of 
massive unemployment in the 20s and 3Os. 

I can shut my eyes and see the ghostlike, 
pathetic figures of ex-service men trying to 
earn an extra penny by selling matches and 
shoelaces presented on small homemade 
trays hung from their necks. They used to 
shuffie along the gutter because by law it 
was illegal to remain stationary whilst ped-
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his position there seem precarious. How
ever, he remained in their employ until his 
retirement, a possibility many would envy 
today. 

dling their wares. 
Yes, times were very bad. I can name 

eleven of my oId friends who had lost their 
fathers in the Great War. In consequence, 
their mums had to carry a great burden. 
How I well recall going to bed many a time 
with an empty stomach and with my breath 
steaming in the cold bedroom. The house 
had no heating whatsoever in the winter for 
weeks on end. Sometimes we managed to af
ford to buy a cheap bag of coke from the ga
sworks and to start a fire in the grate with an 
old fish box or two obtained from Altrin
cham Market. One Christmas Day we sat 
down to a meal of a boiled cod's head and 
some dry bread and our drink was a cup of 
very weak tea without sugar or milk. I re
member we did have a fire at least - fish box 
and cods' heads also obtained from the mar
ket. 

In spite of these hard times, as children 
we did find some joy and pleasure and we 
enjoyed so many make-believe adventures 
along our paradise, namely Tlmperley 
Brook. We used to fish for bully heads, Jack 
Sharps, red breasts, gudgeon, etc., and some
times for small roach which had escaped 
from 'Nib' Dean's Pond (which was used for 
fishing, boating and ice skating, later re
named The Coronation Pool and now 
George V Pool). 

We used to float on small rafts to 'foreign 
parts' - often attacked by 'pirates'. We 
swam, played 'follow the leader', jumping 
from bank to bank and many would fall in. 
We used to have camp fires and roast pota
toes. 

We used to enjoy the old Altrincham Hip-
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podrome with the weekly variety shows and 
particularly the old silent films at the 'Bug 
Hut' - the Central Cinema, Shaws Road. 
When it closed it was converted into a 
snooker hall, then a GPO parcel depot. 

I remember that at certain times the chea
pest entrance charge on a Saturday after
noon was two lib jam jars. Normally the 
cheapest seats were 2d and up in the gallery 
was 6d. Our cowboy heroes were Hoot Gib
son, Con way Terle, William S. Hart and 
others. Of course I could not forget Pearl 
White. She was always left hanging over the 
edge of a cliff or tied to a railway line by the 
villain until next week. 

There were some old cottages by the side 
of Tilghman's dining rooms (ex-Thorn ton 
Pickard's) at the top of Atlantic Street. I al
ways understood that in the past these were 
Work House buildings. 
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I remember also that prior to the building 
of the Inland Revenue Offices, Manchester 
Road, Broadheath, the site was occupied by 
the Regal Cinema. Prior to that the site was a 
bowling green. 

I recall the existence of Piper's Penny Ba
zaar on George Street. Nothing over Id. I � 
member Altrincham Rubber Company, o� 
posite the Post Office on Railway Street, 
being burnt down, then new premises being 
taken over at the top of the Axe and Cleaver, 
turning into Church Street. I remember Al
trincham Public Baths where we went for a 
weekly bath. The Temperance Billiard Hall 
was round the corner. I used to sneak in 
there during the winter for i t  was so warm. 

The trams used to run from the bottom of 
the Downs to Manchester. I remember Al
trincham Carnival with all the decorated 
floats and the jazz bands - Rip Raps and 
Tights Bay and others. Altrincham Agricul
tural Show was the biggest otle day show in 
the UK for many a year. Mr Leigh, the sta
tion master at Altrincham Railway Station, 
used to wear a flower buttonhole every day 
of the year. 

I remember the Reverend Hewlett 
Johnson, the Red Dean, as a Sunday School 
teacher, when his church lost its spire and 
when the war memorial opposite was 
moved a few yards away. 

I recall also the suicide of Sir WiJliam 
Veno (of Veno's Lightening Cough Cure), 
who had a factory in Old Trafford. I think he 
shot himself with his service revolver about 
1925/6. His large house was at the end of 
Bonville Road, very close to Dunham Park. 

After leaving school I managed to obtain a 
job at Tilghman's Patent Sand Blast Com
pany. I started in the Tool Room at 9/- per 
week. Then, after about two or three months, 
I moved into the drawing office as the office 
boy - General Factotum. I think my most im
portant task was to wind-up and regulate 



the clock in the main works tower which was 
a local landmark, another being the Linotype 
chimney. 

After completing my apprenticeship I 
worked on plant detail and layout, then de-

sign. This was followed by a promotion to a 
Technical Representative (and trouble
shooter) covering the South East, where I am 
resident today. 

BOOK REVIEWS 
Pubs of LellJh Re,,'slted by N. 
Adcera. C. Fazakerley. E. Finch and 
N. Flnch 
Lelgh Local History Society. cJo Mrs N. 
Ack ..... 8 KJngsdown Road. Abram. 
Wlgan. Lancashlr. WN2 SRN. 
1 5cm IX  21cm. paperback. 1 04pp. 
lIIustraUons. E3.00. ISBN 0 905235 1 4  2. 

This is primarily a book for those people 
who know Leigh. However, there is much of 
interest for the general reader, concerning 
social conditions in the nineteenth century. 
For instance, the information given about or
ganised clog fighting is fascinating. There 
were distinctions between the types . of 
premises, from 'beerhouses', 'lice�sed for ale 
and porter only', 'full licences' and the rather 
more descriptive 'licensed victualler' - if you 
could pronounce it after a couple of pints of 
strong porter. 

The pubs were used for many other pur
poses than quaffing, such as booking offices 
for coach journeys, headquarters for the 
Court Leet. One pub was even used for inter
viewing candidates for the headship of Leigh 
Grammar School! 

This book is described as 'an armchair 
pub crawl', but it is much more than that. It 
is a very detailed account of the pubs of 
Leigh, complete with photographs and 
maps. An interesting read. 

Ron Higginbothom 

Wllllllm Altken: the writings of B nine
teenth century worlclng man by WII
lIam ARken. edRed by Robert G. Hall 
and Stephen Roberts. 

1 7  

3Ocm. paperback. 56pp. lllustraUons. 
E4.5O (plus £2.00 p&p). ISBN 0 904506 
24 X. 

This book is in two sections. The first is an 
excellent introduction by Robert G.  Hall and 
Stephen Roberts. Robert G. Hall, of the 
University of Tennessee, wrote Work, Class 
and Politics in Asllton-Under-Lyne, 1830-1860. 
Step hen Roberts is based at Birmingham

. 
University. He is co-editor of The Chttrtist 
Movement. A New Annotated Bibliography. 
Their introduction details the life of William 
Aitken, a most interesting man of the early 
nineteenth century. 

William Aitken was the son of an army 
sergeant-major, born about 1814 in Dunbar. 
He spent his early years in Ireland, where he 
witnessed the hardship of life in that 
country. When his father left the army the 
family moved to Ashton-under-Lyne. Young 
WilIiam went to work in the cotton mills as a 
little piecer, eventually becoming a spinner 
himself. His grim experiences led him to take 
an active interested in factory reform. In 1 833 
Aitken gave evidence before the Royal Com
mission on Child Labour and lost his job as a 
result. 

William Aitken became a schoolmaster for 
over thirty years, but his activities in the 
Chartist Movement led to a nine month gaol 
sentence. He spent time in the USA and 
wrote of his experiences there. Aitken knew 
Lord Shaftesbury well and even met Palmes
ton. He was a leading member of the 
Friendly Societies. His support of the Con
federate Solith in the American Civil War 



was strange, especially so as he hated slav
ery and saw the sufferings in Ashton during 
the Cotton Famine. He reasoned in the fol
lowing way. The North was not sincere in its 
opposition to slavery, otherwise Lincoln 
would not have promised the South that 
they could keep their slayes if they did not 
leave the Union. Therefore, Aitken thought 
the Southerners were right to fight for their 
'Home and Fatherland'. 

The second part of the book is an actual 
reprint of the autobiography. This is the first 
time it has been published since it appeared 
in the As/lion News in 1 869. Between each of 
the two sections there arc explanatory notes. 
The book also contains examples of Aitkcn's 
poetry. 

This book provides greater recognition of 
William Aitken, who spent his life trying to 
bring about much needed social reforms: He 
is a fine example of those worthy men, of all 
classes, who slowly and painfully achieved 
greater social justice. 

Ron Higginbothom 

HIstorIcal Atlas of Traffordby Don 
Bayllss 
Don Bayllss, 51 Chiltern Drive, Hale, 
Cheshire WA1 5 9PN. 
21cm x 3Ocm, paperback, 96pp, 62 
maps, £8.95. ISBN 0 9529300 0 5. 

The Metropolitan Borough of Trafford 
was formed, of course, in 1974, within the 
County of Greater Manchester. Parts of 
South Lancashire and North Cheshire were 
united to form the new metropolitan ha-

rough, but each part held deep loyalties to 
their former counties. 

The author, unusually, has taken the new 
borough as a whole to be his unit of study. 
Don Bayliss looks at Trafford from the view
point of the professional historical g� 
grapher - it is a very distinctive one. 

The Atlas contains over thirty sections be
ginning with a description of Trafford's 
landscape, geology, climate and vegetation. 
This is where Trafford's story begin - its 
'stage'. The 'play' unfolds in the subsequent 
chapters: in Prehistoric and Roman Times; in 
the Dark Ages; in Norman Times and on to 
the present day, together with thoughts 
about the future. 

It must be stressed that this books is not 
just another local history book. Each aspect 
of Trafford's history is examined, but the text 
is accompanied by the appropriate maps, 
thereby enabling the local reader to study 
the history and development of their own 
part of the borough. 

The author draws attention to the simi
larities between north and south Trafford. 
He also points out the differences. The Atlas 
has a very full section of Notes and Refer
ences for further study. It is valuable for 
those who wish to know more about this 
area and it is quite unlike anything yet pub
lished about it. 

This Atlas should be on your bookshelf! 
Ron Higginbotham 

O ther Local History Society Meetings 
Ashton and Sale History Society Downs Church, Bowdon Road on Mon
Meets at the Claremont Centre, Claremont days at 8.00pm. Subscriptions £3 (adult) 
Road, Sale, on the first Wednesday of and £1.50 (student). 
every month a t 7.30pm. 17th March, 1997, 'The Civil War in Che-

Bowdon History Society shire: a unique experience?' 

Meets a t  the Lecture Room, Bowdon 
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Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire 
Meets in the Roscoe Room (5th Roor) the 
Central Libraries, William Brown Street, 
Liverpool, at 7.00pm. 
20th March, 1997, 'Military Recruitment in 
Lancashire and Cheshire, 1400-1450 
1 7th April, 1997, 'Consuming Cheshire's 
Medieval Past'. 
17th May, 'The Port of Liverpool and the 
Whale Fisheries, 1749-1823' and 'Sexual 
Violence in Early Modern Cheshire'. 
19th June, 'Professional Football in lanca
shire and Cheshire 1880-1920. 
18th September, 'A Political Biography of 
Eleanor Rathbone'. 
16th October, The Textile Industry in the 
Rural Economies of some Woodland Vills 
of West em Lancashire, 1570-1640'. 
20th November, The Labour Party and 
Municipal Elections in Lancashire and 
Cheshire 1919-1938. 

ldam, Cadishead and District Local 
History Society 
Meets at Irlam Library at 7.30pm. 
16th April, That's entertainment"'. 
21st May, The Glaze'. 

Macclesfield Heraldry Society 
Meets at Townley Street Sunday School at 
7.30pm on Wednesdays. 
19th March, 1997, 'Heraldry on the North 
York Moors'. 
16th April, 1997, AGM. 

Manchester Heraldry Society 
Meets on Tuesdays at the Library of the 
Manchester and Lancashire family His
tory Society at Clayton House, 59 Picca
dilly, Manchester 1 (oppOSite Piccadilly 
Bus Station, near the Newton Street cor
ner) at 7.00pm. 
1 1th March, 1997, 'Ash ton Church Ceiling 

Roses'. 

North West Gas Historical Society 
Not all dates and locations known, so 
where interested contact the Secretary, 
Diane Smith, c/o I & C sales, British Gas 
plc, Hind Street, Birkenhead U1 SOB. 
Subscriptions are now £5.00 per year for 
members. 
1 2th April, 1997, speaker, Or John Wilson, 
joint meeting with the Manchester Junior 
Gas Association, Preston. 
15th May 1997, peculations and business 
ethics of George Stephenson, Bootle 
June 1997, Walking Tour of Historic Gas 
Sites of central Manchester. 
September 1997, Annual mini-topic eve
ning, Altrincham. 
October 1997, history of Hardman and ' 
Holden, gas industry tar processors. 

Stretford Local History Society 
Meets at the Public Hall, Chester Road, 
Stretford, on the third Thursday of each 
month between September and July at 
7.45pm. 
20th March, 1997, The Quaker Move
ment'. 
1 7th April, 1997, 'Local Tram ways'. 
15th May, 1997, The History of Patch
work'. 
19th June, 1997, Visit - to be arranged. 
17th July, 1997, 'Belle Vue'. 
18th September, 1997, AGM. 

Wilmslow Historical Society 
Meets at St. Bartholomew's Parish Hall, 
Chancel Lane, Wilmslow, at 7.45pm. 
1 2th March, 1997, 'Bygone Sandbach'. 
9th April, 1997, 'Calke Abbey'. 
? May, 1997, 'The Impact of World War 11 
on Local Authorities in South Lancashire'. 

LOCAL BOOKS 
Old Ordpulnt% Survey MAps of UlnCIIs/rire. Bllrton upon lrwtll. 22cm, folded paperback, facsimile 
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of 1888 ed Itlon, £1.85. ISBN 0 85054 821 7. 
ChuJle (Nort"'. 22crn. folded paperback, fac
Ilmlleof 19J6edltlon, £1. 85. ISBN 0 85054 8J95. 

All published by Alan Godfrey Maps, J2  
The Off Quay Building, Foundry Lane, New
castle NE6 1UI. 

The Sixpenny Rush: Nostalgic Look at Cinema in 
Leigh, Tyldesl�, and Athnton, Lanes by Tony 
Ashcroft, PDR Books, 12  Brldgeway East, Run
corn WA76LD. 23cm, paperback, SOpp, 49 111us
tratlons, £4.95. ISBN 1 87471228 X. 

Chester Guide by Hugh Roberts, Chester 
Archives, Town Hall, Chester C H I  2HJ. 17cm, 
paperback, 160pp, facsimile of 1851 edition, 
£1 1 .00. ISBN 1 872587089. 

Manchester in Old Photographs by Chrls Make
peace, Sultan Publishing. 24cm, paperback, 225 
Illustrations, Britain In Old Photographs Series, 
£9.99. ISBN 0 7509 1204 9. 

The Court Roll of the Honour of Clitheroe 1567-
1568, Hclmshore Local History Society, cia 
John S1mpson, The Cottage, Tor View Farm, 
Helmshore, Rossendale, lancashire BB4 4AB. 
21cm, paperback, 64pp, Illustrations, 0.00. 
ISBN unknown. 

Cheshire Parish Registers: A Summary Guide by 
Brett Langston, Family History Society of Che
shire. 21cm, paperback, 56pp, 4th revised edi
tion, 0.95. ISBN 1 874214 84 O. 

Ellesmere Port 1795-1960 by T.W. Roberts, T.W. 
Roberts: Countyvlse. 3Ocm, paperback, 193pp, 
97 Illustrations (4 In colour), 6 charts, 17 maps, 
£12.50. ISBN 0 473 03588 X. 

Cheshire Place Names: An Index to the Cellsus 
1841-1891 by L. T. Davenport, Family History 
Society of Cheshire. 21cm, paperback, 72pp, 
£3.95. ISBN 1 874214 786. 

Journey Through Time: Holmes Clrllpel, CoIton and 
Cranllge by Annabel Capewell, etc., Intcc Pub
lishing, Cheshire House Business Centre, 164 
Main Road, Goostrey, Crewe CW4 8JP. 21cm, 
paperback, 148pp, 41  Illustrations, diagrams, 
maps, £7.95. ISBN 1 899319 107. 

Bailey Wall Memories: Growing Up ill Walkdtrl, 
1934-47 by Joy Opcnshaw, Neil Rlchardson. 
3Ocm, paperback, 32pp, 47 illustrations, 2 maps, 
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£2.75. ISBN 1 85216 1086. 
£xClWGtions "t Chester, Chester Cllstle: The Sewn
teenth-ce"tury Armoury "nd Mint - £xClWGIion 
.nd Buildillg Recording in the Inner W",d, 1979-82 
by Peter EIIIs, etc., Chester City Council, De
partment of Development and LelsureServlces, 
Grosvenor Museum, 21 GrosvenorStreet, Ches
ter CHI 200. 3Ocm, paperback, 46pp, 24 lJIus
trations, Chester Archaeology Excavation and 
Survey Reports, No. 10, £6.95. ISBN 1 812581 10 
O. 

Poynton - A Thriving Community: 1946-1983 by 
W.H. Shercllff (self-publisher), 2 Hazel DrIve, 
Poynton, StockportSK12 1PX. 3Ocm, paperback, 
128pp, 134 U1ustratlons, 2 charts, 6 maps, £7.00. 
ISBN 0 9508161 4 3. 

Chllrnock Hall: The House with four MImes - The 
Story of an Ancienl Esl.te in LeyLmd by George L. 
Bolton and Wllllam Warlng, Leyland Historical 
Society, clo G.L. Bolton, 8 Kings Court, Ley
land, Preston PR5 2HA. 3Ocm, paperback, 41  pp, 
6 illustrations, Leyland Historical Society Occa
sional Paper Series, No.4, £3.50. ISBN 0 9518174 
3 1. 

Springhesld .nd Lees Pubs Induding All: Wilh 
Their Licensees, 1717-1996 by Rob Magee, Nell 
Rlchardson. 3Ocm, paperback, 6Opp, 41 111ustra
tlons, charts, maps, £),75. ISBN 1 85216 1 10 8. 

Hyde: Warlime Memories edited by Rosemary 
Butterworth, etc., Uvlng Memories of Hyde S0-
ciety, clo 146 Dowson Road, Hyde, Cheshire. 
3Ocm, paperback, l00pp, 54 lIIustratlons, £8.50. 
ISBN 0 9516629 2 9. 

RilJtr in Retrospect: further Reflections on the Mer
�'s Shipping by Paul Boot, Prlah Publications, 
29 Meadowcroft, Bamston, Cheshire L60 lWT. 
24cm. boards, 64pp, 63 colour lIIustratlons, 
£1 1.95. ISBN 0 9521 133 1 7. 

Rose Hill House, Marple by Kate Cooper. 21cm, 
paperback, 4Opp, 20 lIIustratlons, diagrams, 
maps, £2.25. ISBN 0 9522116 6 4. 
It Happened 500 Years Ago ill Melior by Tom Old
ham 21cm, paperback, 16pp, £1 .00. ISBN 0 
952211648. 

Both published by Marple Local History S0-
ciety, The Old Vicarage, Church Lane, Melior, 
Stockport SK6 5LX. 

Chr01,icles of a VictOl'illn Detective by Richard 



Jervis, P. &r: D. Rlley, 12 Brldgeway East, Run
corn, Cheshire WA7 6LD. 0.95 (plus 75p P&!:p). 

Historiarl At"'s of rralford by Don Bayllss (self
publisher), 51 Chiltern DrIve, Hale, Cheshire 
WA15 9PN. 21cm x 3Ocrn. paperback, 96pp, 62 
maps, £8.95 (£7.00 to AHS memben). ISBN 0 
95293000 5. 

Second Broughton Miscellany: Mort Pagts from the 
History of Broughtoo-in-Fumns by W. Green
halgh, R.egentlane, 8B Devonshire Road, Indus
trial Estate, Mlllom LA 18 4JS. 21cm. paperback, 
58pp, 12 illustrations by E.B. Greenhalgh, £2.95. 
ISBN 1 900821 400. 

MMpIe: A Nirrettrnth Century Failure? by Anne 
Hearle and Fred North, Marple Local History 
Society, The Old Vicarage, Church Lane, Mel
Ior, Stodtport SK6 5LX. 21crn. paperback, 2Opp, 
4 dlagrams,2 maps, £1 .00. ISBN 0 9522716 5 6. 

Memorits of Stockport, True North Holdings, 
Unit OP30, Dean Clough Industrial Park, Hali
fax HX3 SAX. 29cm, paperback, illustrations, 
£4.99. ISBN 1 9004463 55 5. 

Knutsford Nostalgia by Robert Hartley Qulnn 

(self-publisher), 170 Mobberley Road, Knub
ford WA 16 BHQ. 21crn. paperback, IIIpp, l03pp, 
B Illustrations, £6.99. ISBN 0 9529689 0 8. 

A History of Pillinf. by Mr Sobee, new foreword 
by Brlan Manhal , Landy Publishing, 'Acorns', 
3 Staining Rise, Staining, Blackpool FY3 OBU. 
Hardback, 160pp, Illustrations, revised reprint, 
£lB.OO. Pre-publlcation price £15.00 (or £20.00 
oveneas). 

Thrmds of Lancashirt Lift by Wlnnle Bridges, 
Landy Publishing, 'Acorns', 3 Staining Rise, 
Staining, Blackpool FY3 0BU. Paperback, l00pp, 
Illustrations, £7.00. 

A"ringtoo's Changing Fact by Frank Wateon 
and Bob Dobeon, Landy Publishing, 

, 
Acorns', 3 

Staining Rise, Staining, Blackpool FY3 OBU. 
3Ocm,64pp, 100 plus Illustrations, £6.00. 

Risley MOfItttl Sitt: the story so far by Lancaster . 
Unlvenlty Archaeology Unit, UK Waste Man
agement Ltd, Rlsley Landflll Site, Moss Side 
Farm, Silver Lane, Rlsley, Warrlngton, Cheshire 
W A3 6EZ. 29cm, 4pp, FREE (probably for A4 
sae). 

Magazines 
Bowdon Shtllf, TIre, the journal of Bowdon Hls- Cruttr MllnchtSttr Couritr. 
tory Society, No.28, October 1996. AS, Bpp, 2 Items Include: 'Former Youth Organiser De-
Issues a year, SOp per Issue. Available from Mn posits records'; 'Access for people with limited 
Ann Redford, 5 PI newood , Bowdon, Altrln- mobility'; 'EC Data Protection Directive (95.46)' 
cham, Cheshire WA 14 3JQ. (and Its Implications for archives). 

Articles Include: 'The Booths and the TIp
plngs: Landed Gentry and Yeomen Retalnen. 
Part 6'; 'Samuel Okell 1838-1932: A Bowdon 
Resident'. 

Br/7W5ings, journal of the South Trafford Archae
ological Group, No.65, August 1996. A4, 4pp, 4 
Issues a year, £6.00 adult membenhlp. Avail
able from Chairman, Derek Pierce, 30 OIlerton 
A venue, Sale M33 5HB. 

Items Include: 'TImperley Moat'; 'Unlvenlty 
of Manchester - Courses for the Public Septem
ber-December 1996'; 'High Legh: Survey of 
Ring-Ditch'; 'HIstory of Long Range Weather 
Forecasting'; 'Tlmperley Old Hall' (tree-ana
lysis of a stake). 

Bury Archive Strvia N�dttr, June 1996. AS, 
4pp, FREE, 2 Issues a year. Distributed with 
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Cana' Cuttings, the newsletter of the Sankey 
Canal Restoration Society (SCARS), Vo1.3, 
NosA and 5, Winter, Spring and Summer 1995-
96 and Autumn 1996. AS, 12pp, price unknown. 
Available from SCARS, clo The Groundwork 
Trust, 19-27 Shaw Street, St Helens W A 1 0 1 DF. 

Items In No.4, Include: 'The Atklns Report'; 
'Restoration Round-up'; '8/lrmtrt Progress'. 

Items In No.5 Include: 'The Atklns Report'; 
'The Meney Basin Campaign'; 'Restoration 
Round-up'. 

Items In No.6 Include: The Atklns Report -
Where are we now'; 'Restoration Round-up: 
Meney Basin Clean-up Weekend and Hulme 
Lock By-wash'; 'The IWA Golden Jubilee Na
tional Conference for Waterway Societies: 
Sa nd well, Saturday, November 30th 1996'; 
'Round the Shows'; 'Sponeored Walk'; 'New 



Waterways' History Initiative'. 

Centre for North-wnt Regio'lId Studies RegionRI 
Bulletin, New Series, No. to, Summer 1996. AS, 
1 12pp, 1 Issue a year, .0.00 a year. Available 
from the Centre for North-west Regional 
Studies, Fylde College, Lancaster University 
LA1 4YF. 

Articles Include: 'Old Funeral Customs In 
North lancashire; 'The lancashire Way of 
Death, 1900-1940'; 'Swarth moor Hall, History 
and Tradition: The Making of a Quaker Mecca'; 
'The National Trust In Context: Land and 
Landscape - 1795-1895'; Writing a Village His
tory'; 'The Squire and The Poacher: Some 
Thoughts on Self�ufflclency'; 'The Forgotten 
Way; 'The Homby Castle Estate Coal Mines'. 

Cheshire Archlleology News, No.4, Spring 1997. 
A4, 6pp, 2 Issues a year. Available from Che
shire County Council, Environmental Planning. 
Conunerce House, Hunter Street, Chester CHI 
2QP. 

Items Include: 'Roman Mlddlewlch'; 'A 
Roman Road near Warrlngton'; 'Red Deer In 
Warrlngton'; 'A Roman Camp near Chester; 
'New Light on Shotwlck Castle'; 'Medieval 
Congleton'; 'Knutsford'. 

Cheshire History, 1996-97, No.36. AS, 120pp, 1 
Issue, £4.50. ISBN 0 9504404 3 4. Available from 
Cheshire Community Council, 96 Lower Bridge 
Street, Chester. 

Articles Include: 'Saint Plegmund: Che
shire's Archbishop of Canterbury'; 'Some Che
shire Follies'; 'A Scandal In Victorian Tarvln'; ,
. A Broken and Contrite Heart, 0 God, Thou 

Wilt Not Despise": The Moral Refonn of 
Prisoners In Nineteenth Century Chester; '"A 
Poor School": The Problems of a Rural Volun
tary Aided School In Its First Quarter Century: 
Gullden Sutton Church of England Elementary 
School, 1882-1907'; 'Documents - School Rec
ords'; 'An Edwardian Traveller In Iberia'; 
'Work In Progress: The Use of a Computer In 
Local History Research'. 

Chester Load HistOry Newsletter, Summer 1996. 
A4, 4pp, FREE. Available from Chester 
Archives, Town Hall, Chester CH1 2HT. 

Items Include: 'Victorian Values'; 'Scrap
book on Cinemas'. 

Eccles Rlld District llistory Society Newsletter, 
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Vol.32, No.1, September-<>ctober 1996. A4, 2pp, 
2 ISlues a yeer, membenhlp £6 (£4 c:oncleUlon
a.ry). Available from Mr A.N. Cross, Secretary, 
658/662 Liverpool Road, Irlam, Manchester 
M44 5AD. 

News Items Include a piece on the newly 
set-up Halls Building Trust (see news aection) 
and the John Gilbert Portrait Fund. 

GRslight, Newsletter of the Howard Greenfleld 
Archive and the North West Gas Historical S0-
ciety, Nos. SO, 51,52 and 54 August/September, 
October, November/December 1996 and fe
bruary 1997. A4, 6pp, 9 Issues a year, £5.00 a 
year. Available from OIane Smith, Secretary, 
North West Gas Historical Society, 13 PrIvate 
Drive, Bamston, Wirral. 

Items In No. 50 Include: 'Samuel Rogen' 
Historic Scheme'; 'Small Gas Works - Colne, 
Lancashire'; 'Recollections by Roland Atldn'; 
'Vacancy, Stoker to do the work of 5'; 'Smallest 
Gas Works'; 'More on Low Finance In the High 
Weald'; 'Gasworks Spy?'; 'Ashton-under-Lyne 
Coke Ovens'; 1-Iazel Grove Revisited'. 

Items In No. 51 Include: 'The Stockport Gas 
Undertaking'; 'Best Orlsh) Man for the Job: 
Management of the Newry Gasworks'; 'Lon
don's First Holder Stili In Use, 1912'; 'The Fil
ters a Peculiar Bird' (poem); 'The Smallest Gas 
Company'; 'Gas Industry Salaries (1)'; 'Gas In
dustry Salaries (2)'; 'More on George F1lntoff; 
'Small Gasworks - Dalton-In-Fumess'. 

Items In No.52 Include: 'Altrlncham Gas 
Undertaking'; 'james Hargreaves'; 'Thomas 
Holland - son of the Artist?'; 'Ulverston, 
Askam and Mlllom Gasworks'; 'Help Wanted'; 
'lady Demonstrators'; '1912 Coal Strike - Tem
porary Lights'; 'Gas Industry Salaries'; 'Eaton 
Hall Gasworks'; 'Uttleborough Gas Co. Ad
verts'; 'Non-explosive Gas Company'. 

Items In No. 54 Include: 'Recollections of 
Bamsley Gas Company'; 'Gas Industry Sa
laries'; 'More on Wellclose Square'; 'The Smal
lest Gas Company - Again'; 'Longest-paid Pen
sion? (58 years Is the record to date); 'james 
Hargreaves (again)'; 'Small Gasworks by Syd'; 
'Stockport Gas Undertaking' Unfonnation 
needed). 

GreRter MRnchester Courier, Greater Manchester 
Record Office Newsletter, Nos.53 and 54, Au
gust and October 1996. A4, 4pp, 6pp, 4 Issues a 
year, £2.00 (for p&p only). Available from 



Greater Manchester Record Office Newsletter, 
56 MarshaU Street, New Cross, Manchester M4 
SFU. 

Items In No.53 Include, of course, a small 
piece on the bomb and how It affected the rec
ord office (which was, thankfully, very little); 
'Census, births, marriages and deaths' and 
many other snippets of Information In the 
world of archives around the country. 

Items In No.54 Include: 'Cam Reader's 
Ticket Scheme'; 'Other Repositories'; Thllllps 
Park Cemetery'; 'Notes and News'; 'And What 
Is an Archive?' 

Heritage News from Salford Quays, newsletter 
of Salford Quays Heritage Centre, Vo1.1,  No.3, 
Winter/Spring 1996/91. A4, 4pp, 2 Issues a 
year, FREE. Available from Salford Quays He
ritage Centre, 3 The Quays, Salford MS 2SQ. 

Items Include: 'The Docks In the late Seven
ties'; 'Trafford Park Centenary Year'; 'Walkden 
Heritage Unit'; reviews of books and videos. 

Historic Society of lAnCIIshire and Cheshire, NtwS
letter of, Nos.4, 5, and 6, June and October 1996, 
and January 1997. A4, 4pp, 3 Issues a year, 
£12.00 subscription (Includes membership and 
1 copy of the latest volume of T,.ngctions of the 
Historic Society of umumirr .n� Clrtshire). Avail
able from the Hon. Secretary, Mr Roger Hull, 
Flat 4, 3 Bramhall Road, Uverpool L22 3XA. 

Items In No.4 Include: 1ilstory on the Inter
net' (a list of the home pages of a number of 
local and national repositories and their con
tents). 

Items In No.5 Include: 'Writing History -
No.1 :  Sports History'; 'Cata1ogue of Publica
tions 1996'; 'Forthcoming HSLC Lectures'; 
'New Extra-mural Counes'. 

Items In No.6 Include: 'Successful Saturday 
Conference'; 'SocIety Notes'; 'Notes and 
Queries'; 'Publications'; 1iSLC Lectures In 
1997; 'Events and Counes'. 

Load HistoriAn, The, the journal of the British As
sociation for Local History, Vo1.26, No.4, No
vember 1996. 24c:m, 64pp, 4 Issues, £19.00 a year 
for membership (Including 4 Issues of LoCIIl Hi� 
tory Ntros). Available from BALH, P.O. Box 
1576, Salisbury, WlltshlreSP2 8SY. 

Articles Include: 'The Cavalier and Round
head Gentry of Norfo.k'; 'Recording War 
Memorials In Northumberland'; 'Long-dlstance 

23 

migrants and cultural Identity: The example of 
a Welsh colony In South Yorkshire'; 'The 800k 
Trade In Cheshire prior to 1850'. 

Manchtster Forum, the newspaper of Manches
ter Civic Society, No.S, December 1996. fool
scap, 16pp, 4 Issues a year, ordinary member
ship £7.50. Available from Manchester Civic S0-
ciety, P.O. Box 436, Manchester M60 2AJ 

News Items Include: 'What Do Mancunians 
Wantr; 'RebuIlding Manchester 1973'; 1t's 
time for the planners to go public'; 'Free Trade 
Hall: Mancunians have their say'; 'Rebirth of 
Queens Park'; 'VIew from the North'; 'Leeds v 
Manchester'. 

The Mundling Stick. Newsletter of the Uon Salt 
Works Trust, Vol.2, No. 3, Autumn 1996. A4, 
4pp, FREE, 4 Issues a year. Available from Nick 
Oavles, Project Assistant, Lion Salt Works 
Trust, Ollershaw Lane, Marston, Northwkh . 
CW9 6ES. 

Items In No.3 Include: 'Salt Boxes: an exhibi
tion'; 'Good News for Site Investigations'; 
'Greenpeace Praise Salt Works Solar Power'; 
'French Ministry of Culture' (LIon Salt Works Is 
listed In a French gazetteer of ancient technical 
processes); 'Tools of the Trade No.3: The Salt 
Box'; 'Three Different Sea Salt Projects'; forth
coming Events. 

Items In No.4 Include: 'Fred Talbot Weather
man'; 'Repairs to smithy underway'; 1ilstory 
of Yarwood's Shipyard, Northwkh'; 'Mersey 
Basin Environment Weekend Report'. 

OldhA", LoCIII Studies Library Newsletter, No.3, 
1996. A4, 4pp, FREE. Available from Oldham 
Local Studies Library, 84 Union Street, Old ham 
OL1 1DN. 

Items Include: 'From weaver to writer' (on 
Ben Brlerley); 'Family History'; 'HIstory 
brought to life'; 'Spinners of yams'; 'Pllgrum 
Trust aids Olham Archives' progress'. 

P.,t ForwtIrd, the newsletter of Wlgan Heritage 
Service, No.13, Summer 1996. A4, 24pp, 4 Issues 
a year, FREE, but donations gratefully received. 
A vallable from The Heritage Services Manager, 
Editor, Past forwtlrd, Market Suite, Market Hall, 
The Galleries, Wlgan WN1 1PX. 

Articles Include: 'The County Borough of 
Wlgan Coat of Arms'; 1 remember when .. .'; 
'News from the Archives'; "'Fierce ftre guts 



Wlgan'. theatre'; 'Wlgan and It. charters'; �I 
wa.' born on YE Day" .. .'; 'LIme House, Lowton 
and Mr P.T. Eckersley, M.P., RN.V.R., Pilot 
and La nca stll re c.c. Captain'. 

Past Uncowred, The, newsletter of Chester Ar
chaeology, March 1996. A4, 4pp, 4 Issues a year, 
FREE. Available from Chester Archaeology, 27 
GroevenorStreet, ChestereHl 200. 

Items Include: 'Cathedral gives up Its se
crets' (about the continuing excavation. of the 
cathedral floor); 'fhe "Elliptical Building": an 
Image of the Roman world?'; 'What's behind 
the weir?'. 

Past Yetlr, The, 1995/6, annual revlew of Chester 
Archaeology. A4, 12pp, 1 Issue a year, FREE. 
Available from Chester Archaeology, Grosve
nor Museum, Grosvenor Street, Chester. 

Reports on recent digs and other activities 
by Chester Archaeology, Including surveying 
the floor at Chester Cathedral, other digs 
around Chester and contract digs In Mersey
side and elsewhere. 

Rnlly LAncashire, Nos.2 and 4, August 1996 and 
February 1997. A4, 48pp, 4 Issues a year, £1.SO 
each Issue (plus SOp P&p), £6.00 for 4 Issues. 
Available from Landy Publishing, 'Aroms', 3 
Staining Rise, Staining, Blackpool FY3 OBU. 

Articles In No.2 Include: 'Zeppelins over 
lancashire'; 'Barrow: Boom Town'; 'A Copper 
called Bent'; 'A Solicitor called Bent'; '"Rose" (of 
Wlgan)'; 'Fire! - First catch your horse'; 'Boy
hood Memories'; 'Thanks for the memory .. .'; 
'Brookes of Manchester'; 'Boltonlans smell suc
cess'; 'Alfred Aloyslus Smith: A long forgotten 
Prestonlan' (better known as 'frader Horn'); 
'Clogs'; 'Bamber Bridge Buses'; 'Let's light up 
lancashire!!'; 'The Corps of Commissionaires'; 
'Edwln Waugh: a man of Ink, and his well'; 1n
nomenclature of lancashire Pubs and their 
names'; 'Digging Deeper Into Graves'; 'The 
Queen's man In lancashire'; 'The Sovereign's 
Men'; 'Bobbles' helmets and Bobby Peer; 'The 
shortest Street In the world'; 'Colne Royal 
Morris Men'; 'Roamin' 'round Rochdale'; 'My 
Great Uncle Charlie'; 'South port's literacy asso-

clatlons'; 'Meet Kay Davenport'; 'To cap It all'; 
'Two lancashire Knights'; 'Meet AIJson 
Brown'; 'lancashire and Gerard's Herbal'. 

Articles In No.4 Include: 'Christ Church 
Schools, Patricroft, Eccles'; 'A grave tale'; 'lan
caster Castle'; 'Tap Room Tales'; 'Mr Joe Geog
hegan: lancashire laureate and Iyrldst'; 'A Sol
dier Comforted'; 1t's not all a load of rubbish'; 
'Preston Pioneers'; 'funnel Vision'; 'Second
hand Bookshops'; 'Band and banned'; 'Mar
ga ret's memories'; 'fhe Corner Shop'; 'Music In 
Lancas�lre'; 'lancashire Lines'; 'Martha'; 'WII
Iiam Altken of Ashton-under-Lyne'; 'The 
Magic Lantern'; 'Proud of Peacock'; 'Calling all 
Cassons'; 'Matters Arising'; 'Corporal LW. 
"Tups" Ramsbottom VC'; 'Richard Gorton Bar
low'; 'A lancashire Outpost'; 'Nomenclature of 
lancashire Pubs and their names: ReligiOUS 
pub names, Part 2'; 'Digging Deeper Into 
Graves: Meg Shelton - the Fylde witch'; 'Work
house Glimpses'; 'The Factory I-Ioom-Inated'; 
'The Blackpool Gigantic Wheel'; 'A PrIsoner's 
Letter'; 'Fred Loads - remembered'; "'What did 
you do In the War, Dad?"'; 'Building on the 
Past for the Future'; 'Archaeologists Over the 
Moon Over the Wyre'. 

Really LAnashire. It is with regret that we 
have to announce the demise of Really LAnctl
shire, which was published by Bob Dobaon. We 
hope that he may be able to resurrect it at a fu
ture date. 

Sad to report, this Is the last Issue to be pub
lished. 

5milhill Hall and Parlc News, official newsletter of 
the Friends of Smlthlll Hall, Issue 2, Volume 1 .  
A4, 8pp, membership subscription unknown. 
Available from Constance Walker, Editor, 2 
Cralthle Court, Douglll Street, Bolton, lanca
shire BL1 5SB. 

Items InclUde: 'Recorded by Thomas Shut
tleworth In his Acrounts'; 'Centenary of the 
Mass Trespass'; 'Designers appointed for Smi
thllls Hall and Park'; 'Extl'acts from the Diaries 
of John Horrocks Alnsworih'. 

The next Journal appears in September. Deadline for articles, etc., 1st August, 1997. 
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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 

We look forward to the 1997-98 pro
gramme of lectures and visits. At meetings 
it would be most useful if volunteers 
would continue to help with tea and giv
ing votes of thanks to speakers. We have 
had an enquiry from a research group into 
cycle manufacture. If anyone can give any 
information about the sign for 'Humber 
Cycles' now revealed painted on a gable 
overlooking the new George Richards 
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Don Bayliss 
Way at Broadheath, please contact Secre
tary, Hilda Bayliss. Mr Hill tells me has 
not heard recently from the researcher in 
Canada on local highwaymen. This would 
be an interesting topic for a member to 
study. Another would be the history of a 
sport on the lines of Mr Hill's article on 
croquet in Altrinc1lam History Society /our
nal No.13. 



Society Events 1997-98 and News 
Greater AltTincham Forum and Talks 
Trafford Park Heritage Committee 22nd September, 1997, The History of 
The Society now has representatives on Sale, Alan Morrison. 
the Greater Altrincham Forum (GAF), a 27th October, 1997, 'Alabaster effigies in 
group of voluntary organisations whose Cheshire and the North Midlands', Or R. 
aim is to consider the modem develop- Studd. 
ment of the Town. We are also repre- 24th November, 1997 'Florence Nightin
sented on the Trafford Park Heritage gale', Or Aled Jones. 
Committee. We thank our representatives, 15th December, 1997, 'Toys, Games and 
Messrs. Hill and Fysh for giving their time Pastimes', Ray Rush, followed by buffet, 

quiz and raffle. ' 

NORTH-WEST HISTORY NEWS 
The Free Trade Hall Needs Friends 
The Free Trade Hall, one of Manchester's 
most distinguished and hIstoric buildings, 
dating from 1856. It was bought by the 
city council in 1921 and was intended then 
that it should continue in such ownership. 
However, Manchester City Council clo� 
the hall in July 1996 and now intends to 
sell it off for £4m for redevelopment as a 
luxury hotel. Many people object to this 
and the Friends of the Free Trade Hall has 
been formed to alert the public to the pro
posal, persuade Manchester City Council 
not to sell, press for the hall to retained 
and protected for public use. If you would 
like to help the Friends contact The Secre
tary, Friends of the Free Trade Hall, 295 
Deansgate, Manchester M3 4EW. [Source: 
leaflet from the Friends of the Free Trad e 
Hall] 

Obituary - David Loverseed 
From the North West Gas Historical So
ciety. 

'It is with very great sadness that I must 
inform you of the sudden d eath on lllUrs
day, 10th April 1997 of David Loverseed . 

The first issue of Gaslight was published 
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by David on 16th December 1990. Since 
then his contribution to the preservation 
of the history of the gas industry has been 
immeasurable. He was a tireless worker 
on behalf of the North West Gas Historical 
Society and was an extremely knowled
geable gas historians and genealogist. He 
will be greatly missed by all his friends in 
the Society, by the numerous people with 
whom he regularly corresponded and by 
the many contributors to Gasligllt.' 

Cheshire Archaeology Day 1997 -
Prizes 
South Trafford Archaeological Group 
(STAG) won the prize for Best Researched 
Display and Knutsford History Society 
won the prize for Best Overall Display. 

Heraldry in Lancaster Castle - Slide 
Showsffalks 
The Lancashire Heraldry Group is making 
a detailed study of the Coats of Arms of 
Sovereigns, Constables of the Castle and 
High Sheriffs of Lancashire, dating from 
1 1 29, which are displayed in Lancaster 
Castle. 

This study also includes background in
formation on those who held Office. How-



ever, in many cases little or nothing is 
known of the individuals, or their 
families, and some of the "home ad
dresses" are one word with no ind ication 
as to what or where that represents. The 
Constables and Sheriffs were drawn from 
a very wide area - the whole of the North 
West, into Yorkshire and even as far away 
as Kent. 

The Group is offering to put together 
slide shows specifically tailored to meet 
the requirements of Local History So
cieties. By selecting Constables and She
riffs from a particular locality it is hoped 
that this will be of interest to Societies and 
will also generate a two-way flow of infor
mation with local historians filling in 
some of the gaps in the Heraldry Group's 
knowledge. There is no need to have a 
knowledge of heraldry. In fact each slide 
show/talk will be put together in such a 
way as to assume that the audience 
doesn't know anything about heraldry. 

Contact Alick Hadwen, 7 Windsor Av
enue, Ashton-on-Ribble, Preston PR2 1JO, 
for further details. 

Greater Manchester Voluntary Sector 
Archive 
This is a joint initiative between Greater 
Manchester County Record Office 
(GMCRO) and Greater Manchester Centre 
for Voluntary Organisation (GMCVO) to 
preserve the records of voluntary organi
sations in the Greater Manchester area. 
GMCVO wants to receive current infor
mation about voluntary organisations, in
cluding annual reports, publicity leaflets 
and newsletters. GMCRO wants older rec
ords on voluntary organisations, includ
ing minutes, papers, agendas, correspond-
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ence, etc. For more information about the 
initiative contact Maureen Patch, County 
Archivist, Greater Manchester County 
Record Office, 56 Marshall Street, New 
Cross, Manchester M4 SFU. 

Revised Edition of the Tameside 
Bibliography 
This lists books and articles under subject 
headings such as Architecture; Canals; 
Chartism; the Civil War, etc. It has re
cently been revised to include such sub
jects as The Blanketeers (a movement for 
political reform in 1817 in which men, 
carrying their own blankets, marched 
from Lancashire to London) and The 
World Wars. 

The Bibliography can be consulted at all 
Tamesid e  Libraries. Contact Tameside 
Local Studies Library, Astley Cheetham 
Public Library, Trinity Street, Stalybridge 
SKI S  2BN. [Source: Press release from Ta
meside Local Studies Library] 

Eccles Heritage 
This is a new venture launched in 
September, initiated by the Revd. Mike 
Saunders of St. Andrew's Church, Eccles, 
and involving interested groups and 
individuals. The aim of Eccles Heritage is to 
set up exhibitions and hold monthly 
meetings. 

The first exhibition at St. Andrews was 
'Eccles through the Ages', in September 
and October, followed by 'Church Street 
Past, Present and Future'. 

The meetings will be held at 2.00pm on 
the second Friday of each month. No con
tact address has been given out yet. 
[Source: Heritage News from Salford Quays] 



EVENTS IN THE NORTH WEST 
Secondhand Book Fairs 1997 

(run by Bob Dobson) 
For more details contact Bob Dobson on 

tel-fax 01 253 895678 

Ingleton Community Hall, Sunday, 21st 
September 

Nantwich Civic Hall, Saturday, 1 1  th October 

Blackburn, King George's Hall, Saturday, 18th 
October 

Lancaster Town Hall, Saturday and Sunday, 
25th-26th October 

Rochdale Town Hall, Saturday, 15th 
November 

Nelson, Silverman Hall, Saturday, 22nd 
November 

Railway and Canal Historical Society 
Supported and sponsored by The National 

Waterways Museum, Gloucester, The' 
Newcomen Society and British Waterways 
Waterways History Conference: Defining a new 

research agenda for waterways history 
1 1  th October, 1 997 

Venue: Manchester Conference Centre, 
UMISf, SackviUe Street, Manchester 

Fee: £1 8.00 (including lunch and interval 
refreshments) 

For more details and a booking form contact: 
Paul Sillitoe, 2 Oaken Clough Terrace, 

Limehurst, Ashton-under-Lyne OL7 9NY 

North-west Industrial Archaeology 
Panel 

Manchester College of Arts and Technology 
21st North-west Industrinr Archneology 

Conference: Manchester's Waterside Heritage 
Saturday, 8th November 

Fee: £7.50. 
For more details contact: Sue Mitchell, 

GMAU, University of Manchester, Oxford 
Road, Manchester M13 9PL. 
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Centre for North-west Regional 
Studies 

(All dates are Saturdays) 
Biography and Urban History, 11 th October, 

1 997 

Leisure (History), 15th November, 1997 

Coping with Crises, 21st February, 1 998 

25tll Archneological Conference, 7th March 
1 998 

Medieval Churches, 25th April, 1998 

History of Linen in the North West, 13th June, 
1 998 

Manorial and Estate Records, 1 1  th July, 1998 
For more details contact CNWRS, Fylde 
College, Lancaster University LAl 4YF. 

Joint Cheshire Family History 
Weekend 

A Moving Experience 
(ancestors on the move: Quakers and 

Catholics, canal boat people, waifs and 
wanderers, Gypsies, transportation of 

convicts and railway staff records) 
Crewe Campus of Manchester Metropolitan 

University 
Friday 1 7th April to Saturday 19th April, 

1998 
Residential and non-residential fees 

available. Fees range from £84.00 (excluding 
options) to just £12.50 non-residential for 

attending on Saturday. 
Bookstalls run by the three societies running 

the con ference as well as other stalls, 
including the OUHS stall 

For more details and booking contact Mrs 
Deidre Brown� 7 Westway, Heswall, Wirral 

L60 8PJ 
History Society bookstalls also available for 

£1 5.00 for the whole weekend. 

Salford Quays Heritage Centre 
3 The Quays, Salford 
The Chnnging Docks 



(2 exhibitions) 
October to December 1 997 

University of Liverpool, Department 
of History and Centre for Continuing 

Education 
Part-time MA, Postgraduate Diploma, 

Postgraduate Certificate in Local History 
October 1997 - September 1 999 

Unfortunately too late to enrol on the course 

this year, but might be one to consider for 
October 1 998. 

Liverpool University's non-postgraduate 
Diploma in Local History is being replanned 

and restructured for October 1 998. 
For details on both courses contact Mrs 

Paula Mills, Department of History, The 
University of Liverpool, Liverpool L69 3BX. 

(tel. 0151-794 23%) 

FROM PILLAR BOX TO PILL CAPSULE AND BACK 
AGAIN 

One of the few remaining pieces of Victo
rian street furniture in Altrincham was 
temporarily removed in July last year. 
Collection Services at Royal Mail had d e
clared that the letter box at the top of The 
Downs was corroded beyond repair and 
unsafe. Its replacement was what can be 
best described as a giant red pill capsule. It  
was suitable for a modem shopping 
centre, but totally inappropriate for the 
junction of four roads surrounded by 
period houses, many of which still retain 
their original features. The owners of most 
of the houses in this conservation area, 
with the support in principal of the Traf
ford MBC, have spent a lot of time, 
thought, energy and money into conserv
ing and restoring the unique character of 
their houses. The removal of a significant 
part of the street scene, and replacement 
with a totally out of keeping letter box, 
was an affront to all our efforts. The cy
lindrical box, as recorded by The Letter 
Box Study Group, was made by Handys
ide & Co Ltd of Derby and London be
tween 1892 and 1 900. It bears the royal 
cipher VR on the door and the words 
"POST OFFICE" either side of the aper
ture. � metal strip to the right of the d oor 
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Sue Nichols 
kept out rain water. This particular box, is 
recorded as Number One in the collection 
round of the area. A photograph, d ated 
pre-1900 (see sketch) shows the box as a 
well-established part of the local scene. 

The Rees family of Boundary House at 
1 Higher Downs, whose principal rooms 
overlooked the new box, immediately 
mounted a petition, collecting over fifty 
signatures from the surrounding houses. 
When this was received by Royal Mail, the 
impression was given that given the objec
tions were loud enough, our Victorian box 
could perhaps be restored and reinstated. 
We encouraged residents to write and 
telephone Royal Mail at Crewe to protest 
and request a reprieve for the old box. 

My children, Rachel aged nine and Paul 
aged seven, were amongst the objectors. 
They were dismayed that the letter box in 
which they had posted their first letter and 
had been introduced to Queen Victoria 
and the concept of royalty, had gone. The 
Manchester Evening News was keen on the 
story, and a photograph of the children, 
looking very unhappy posting their pro
test letter in the new box, was published. 
We were also interviewed by the BBC, 
GMR, with the children giving a rendition 



Victorian Pillar Box, The Downs, Bowdon. (Drawing by Chris Hill.) 

... .; 



of the inevitable song Postman Pat. 
The local residents were willing to 

shame Royal Mail into restoring the box, 
by mounting a fund-raising campaign, as 
was done for the restored boundary stone 
at the foot of Higher Downs. 

I proceeded to enlist support of all the 
local history groups and civic societies 
who wrote in support. Christopher Hill 
jOined the campaign, making the addi
tional point that the pillar box was not 
only featured in the "Old Altrincham" 
walk and booklet, but also formed the 
backdrop for the start of the annual "Beat
ing of the Bounds". The area was also ' 
often used as a setting for period films. 
The conservation officer at Trafford MBC, 
whose powers do unfortunately not cover 
the removal and replacement of pillar 
boxes, sent in an objection, along with a 
map of the conservation areas in which 
other boxes still survive, so that at least in 
the future consultation could take place. 

The Manchester branch of The Victo
rian Society were also involved. The so
ciety had its main battle over the removal 
of period letter boxes back in the 1970s 
and were dismayed to hear of our skirm
ish. We all agreed that we were not only 
fighting for our box, but for every other 
box in Britain which had survived . 

Having gracefully received this barrage 
of protest, Royal Mail were then happy to 
discuss the various possibilities. It was 
suggested that the new box could be 
moved somewhere less prominent, for 
example, outside the British Telecom site 
on Woodville Road. This was neatly re
jected by the fact that BT still retain one of 
their old red telephone booths outside the 
building as a symbol of their longevity 
and heritage. Why couldn't Royal Mail see 
that the Victorian box was a similar mar
keting advantage to themselves in the face 
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of possibly fly-by-night competition? I t  
was then suggested that a box o f  the same 
type was taken from the streets of Birken
head, where apparently it wouldn't be 
missed. This was rejected, as it  simply re
d uces the dwindling pool of boxes. Orig
inal Victorian boxes are occasionally avail
able in architectural salvage dealers, but in 
theory this is considered to be a black mar
ket by Royal Mail. It was also suggested 
that the original letter boxes which are 
being uprooted in Hong Kong, with the 
imminent end of British rule, could be 
traced . Reproduction early Victorian hexa
gonal boxes can be purchased, but al
though the style was in keeping, it was 
nothing like the original box. Finally, they 
agreed, that in fact our original box could 
be grit-blasted and repainted. The only 
problem was the integral door hinges 
were beyond repair. Royal Mail waited 
until a 'donor' box could be found and be 
'cannibalised' in order to save our box. 
This compromise was accepted. 

When the new box was taken away, 
and the original was being put back in 
place by a mini-crane, several people who 
had not been involved in the organised 
campaign, were delighted to see it back, 
which rewarded our efforts further. The 
surrounding residents had a party to cel
ebrate its return and a photograph of us 
surrounding the original box and cheering 
appeared in TIre Messenger. The only frus
trating thing was that it was only in re
sponse to a large protest, that Royal Mail 
carried out that which was possible all 
along. We are all the guardians of these. 
Although Royal Mail stated in its final 
correspondence of 3rd September, 1 996, 
"we have commenced a national project 
which involves the introduction of a sche
dule to service, paint and, where necess
ary, grit-blast all existing boxes", we must 



still be vigilant. A threat for the future is 
the introduction in conservation areas of 
boxes of private courier companies -
when given the go-ahead, those of 1NT 
will be orange. 

Bibliography 
Old Letter Boxes by Martin Robinson, Shire Album 
No. 188, Princes Risborough, 1993. 

Details of the Historic Letterbox 
(Information kindly supplied by The Let
ter Box Study Group, c/o Mrs Sally Jones, 
43 Miall Road, Hall Green, Birmingham 

B28 9BS. Initial registration fee £8.00, an
nual fee £6.00.) 

The above-men tioned box is listed as 
PB 1 5/ii No.1,  and is officially sited at 
Woodville Road /The Downs. It is d e
scribed as: VR type B (diameter 15 inches 
approximately), 7 inch by 15 inch aper
ture, being different from previous model 
( 1887/1892) by having an additional door 
strip. I t  was manufactured by Andrew 
Handyside and Co., Derby and London, 
1 892/ 1 900. 

OFF-THE-PEG PLANNING IN MEDIEVAL N.E. 
CHESHIRE 

It  is usual to blame modern centralised 
planning rules for many of the disasters 
we see in our modern urban land scape 
and to look with pleasure on well laid-"out 
parts of towns from previous centuries, 
such as were built in Georgian times, 
many due to the grand designs of individ
ual developers. However, in Altrincham 
and other similar medieval boroughs the 
hand of medieval planning of streets and 
buildings exercises a profound control on 
modern commerce and traffic, for 
example, the grid-iron street pattern of Al
trincham with narrow streets meeting at 
right-angles. This seems to hail from a me
dieval resurrection of the rectangularity of 
Roman planning. It is clear that rapid 
population growth in the_ thirteenth and 
early fourteenth centuries had been con
comitant with a need to organise industry 
and trade more formally. This led to the 
need to establish settlements called bo
roughs, established either by the Crown 
(the 'royal' borough), the Church (the 'ec
clesiastical' borough), or lay lord (the 
'seigneurial' borough) which were stand-

9 

Don Bayliss 
ard in shape, economy, society, and politi
cal government. The main planning ideas 
came from Breteuil in France.1 In other 
words planning was rigidly enforced by 
what today would be called methods 
characteristic of a 'command' economy, 
not of a 'democratic' economy. 

However, it is only intended here to 
discuss a few aspects of the charters by 
which the boroughs were created. It has 
sometimes been the fashion to regard AI
trincham's charter as a single, discrete and 
remarkable phenomenon but the wide dis
tribution of almost identical charters from 
the medieval period would be made clear 
by comparing a few details from other 
local chartered boroughs such as Maccles
field} Stockport and two at Knutsford 
(one of which declined)? As there would 
be some repetition, only Altrincham and 
Macclesfield will be compared here. 

In the case of Macclesfield, it was al
ready a large place when held by Earl 
Hugh of Chester in 1071 recorded in Do
mesday Book.4 It was given a charter mak
ing it a borough with 1 20 burgesses by 



Randle Blundeville, Earl of Chester some 
time between 1 181 and 1 232.5 At that time 
Cheshire could create its own laws with
out reference to the King and Macc1esfield 
thus became a seigneurial borough foun
dation. However, in 1 233 the Crown, in 
the person of the Prince Ed ward (later Ed
ward I), took over the earldom and in 1 261 
he gave the burgesses in the town another 
charter, no doubt restating the already es
tablished customs from the charter of the 
previous century. As he was Earl of Ches
ter it is d ebatable whether this turned 
Macclesfield from a seigneurial to a royal 
borough, though perhaps we may accept 
it as such. It is unlikely any alterations 
were made to the plan of Macc1esfield. By 
the end of the century the Crown had 
become involved in the no doubt lucrative 
disbursing of dozens oE-charters for places 
all over the country to hold fixed and 
regular markets and fairs as this revol
utionary type of trading swept the 
country, leaving some places to be al tered 
by developers or new ones built on 'green
field' sites, just as out-of-town shopping 
centres happened recently. In 1 290 Hamon 
de Massey of Dunham castle received a 
market and fair charter for Altrincham 
from the King6 (Ed ward I) and followed 
this by creating a seigneurial borough 
here by issuing his own charter. No doubt 
Altrincham was a large village and un
regulated trading was already being car
ried out. Study of maps identifying the 
town burgage plots suggests this was to 
be a borough of 120 burgesses? each with 
a burgage plot and a Cheshire acre in the 
town open field. This resulted in lands in 
the old vilIage being turned into burgage 
plots. Additionally a rectangular planned 
new town, the size of the old village was 
laid out from Victoria Street to Regent 
Road and from Market Street to George 
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StreetS to accommodate the many bur
gesses no doubt invited into the town. 
The charters of the royal borough (Mac
c1esfield) and seigneurial borough (Altrin
cham) can be read in full elsewhere9 but 
some points are worth a few moments 
comparison: 

1. Introduction. Charters start with a dedi
catioll. In the case of Macc1esfield, Prince 
Edward addressed himself to major na
tional dignitaries, archbishops, etc, down 
to 'bailiffs and faithful men'. At Altrin
cham the charter was addressed to 'all 
faithful people of Christ'. 

2. Confirmation of the place to he a bo
rough of free men (as distinct from ser
viles) with all their liberties. Both charters 
state this. 

3. Acknowledgement of merchanting as a 
profession. Both places were given a mer
chant guild to which all traders would be
long to regulate trade. 

4. Certain freedoms from taxes. The bur
gesses in both places were freed from cer
tain tolls throughout the lords' lands, 
pontage (tolI to cross a bridge), stallage 
(rent for a stall in the market), lastage (toll 
on goods sold by weight). At Macc1esfield 
tax had to be paid for salt from the 
'wyches' but at Altrincham salt tax was 
not mentioned implying the lordship of 
Dunham had i ts own salt supplies from 
the Bollin valley. 

5. Rights of possession of a burgage plot. 
The size was stipulated in Altrincham's 
charter (five Cheshire perches by two) but 
not at Macc1esfield suggesting those at the 
latter place had been in existence some 
time whereas they had yet to be laid out in 
a new town at  Altrincham. Similarly the 
burgesses' arable 'lands' were not men-



tioned at Macclesfield (being alread y long 
established); at Altrincham they were spe
cified to be one Cheshire acre. Rent at both 
places was 1 2d yearly. 

6. Rents for burgage and arable strip. At 
Altrincham rent was to be paid three times 
a year at certain feasts; in the Macclesfield 
charter rent-days not mentioned, presum
ably by then well-known by custom. 

1. Rights to turbary, pasture, housebote 
(wood to build houses), and haybote (for 
hedges). Specified in great d etail in the AI
trina,ham charter with Hamon de Massey 
anxious to preserve his right to enclose 
Sunderland (Sinderland Brook area) but 
not elaborated in detail at Macclesfield. 

8. Pig-keeping. Copious arran§,ements 
were specified for Altrincham; men
tioned but not elaborated at Macc1esfield, 
presumably already working the system. 
Pig meat was necessary for the army imd 
lard for greasing military machines and 
carts. It appears that this industry was 
new to Altrincham. Hamon de Massey V 
needed pig products because he was in
volved in the Welsh and Scottish wars of 
the late thirteen and early fourteenth cen
turies. 

9. Local government. The towns were to 
be administered by portmote courts (trad
ing-place courts) consisting of burgesses 
who could elect a leader (though only 
with the prior agreement of the lord or his 
bailifO.l l  In the case of Macc1esfield the 
leader was a provost, in th�e case of Altrin
cham, a reeve or bailiff. It is clear that at 
Altrincham the leader was known as 
mayor from the late-fourteenth century 
and the court changed its name to court 
leet. Subsequent charters for Altrincham 
are unknown after 1319 but for Maccles
field at leas� four later ones exist. One 
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exists from 159512 when Queen Elizabeth 
d etailed 'privileges' including the right to 
elect a mayor, and he and two aldermen 
and twenty-four 'Men' were to be called 
'Capital burgesses and Councillors'. This 
is curious because the office of mayor had 
been used there as early as 1330. 

10. Court procedure. At Macclesfield mis
creants were fined 1 2d before being 
judged by a jury of the portrnote who 
might then amerce them further. At AI
trincham this prior fine did not occur. 
Major crimes at both places were dealt 
with at the hundred court or the assize at 
Chester. 

11. Corn grinding. Burgesses at both · 
places had to give 'multure' (a tax) on 
their corn which they had to grind at the 
lords' mills. At Altrincham this was one
eighteenth of the amount of grain; at Mac
clesfield, one twentieth. 

12. Witnesses to ratification. The Macc1es
field charter lists several nobles such as 
the lords Erard d e  Valery, Fulk de Orreby 
'then our Justiciary of Chester', Ralph 
Basset, Thomas de Orreby, 'then our Es
cheator of Chester', the keeper of the 
wardrobe and others probably attending 
the king's court at Guild ford in 1 261. AI
trincham's charter was witnessed by Sir 
Reginald de Grey, then justice of Chester, 
two more knights and several local lords: 
of Acton, Baguley, Hale, Dunham, and 
Bowdon, no doubt attending a View of 
Frankpledge either in May or October in 
1 290 at Dunham. 

In conclusion 
It appears the granting of a charter giving 
borough status could occur to an already 
established town which already had bur
gesses in it such as at Macc1esfield, rati
fying some earlier charter or could be 



given to a village such as Altrincham 
where the details of a new urban lifestyle 
had to be spelt out in great detail, B0-
roughs were also founded, as mentioned 
on greenfield sites. Whether the new bo
roughs were founded by prince or king 
royal boroughs) or by barons (seigneurial 
boroughs) does not seem to have allowed 
any divergence from a set of basic pre
cepts designed to control rigidly the econ
omic, political and social development of 
the place, a feature which was to d eliver 
the burgesses from villeinage, slavery and 
feudal customs. Presumably the feudal 
hierarchy thought it worth the price to in
vest in towns which would have their own 
courts and customs but, nevertheless, 
would quickly yield rents to provide the 
wherewithal for a lifestyle of increasing 
wealth at the castle or hall. It meant crea
ting a body of freemen paying rents to the 
lord where there had been villeins and 
serfs providing day-labour for him, In a 
lordship, there must have been great econ
omic difference, social tension and class 
divisions between the remaining unfree 
village peasants operating under the feu
dal system still having to attend the lord's 
court, and the self-governing free bur-

gesses in the borough able to run their 
own court. It also seems remarkable that 
planned urbanisation could be so rigidly 
enforced at a time of great military u nrest. 

Notes 
1. Bateson, M., The Laws of Breteuil', English His
toriml Review, 1900, 1901; Tait, J., The Medieval Eng
I ish Borough, Manchester, 1936. 
2. Earwaker, J.P., East Cheshire Past and Present, 
London, 1880, pp.459-460. 
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County Palatine and City of Chester, London, 1882, 
Vol.II, p.740. 
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1 978. 
5. Earwaker, op. cit., p.460, but not listed in Barra
dough, G., The Charters of the Anglo-Norman Earls of 
Chester, c.1071-1237, Record Society of Lancashire 
and Cheshire, 1988. 
6. Sharman, I., in Bayliss, D.G., (ed.), Allrincham, A 
History, Willow, 1992, p.22. 
7. Bayliss, D.G., in Bayliss,op. cit., p.17. 
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460. 
10. Bayliss, D.G., 'Altrincham in 1348-9, Allrincham 
History Society Journal, No.3, June 1 992, p.7. 
1 1 .  Earwaker,op. cit., p.460, note v. 
12. Other Macc1esfield charters: Earwaker, op. cit., 
p.460, main text. 

FERDINAND LAUGHTON OF ALTRINCHAM, 
GENTLEMAN, c.1690 TO 1750 

Ferdinand Laughton, or Ferdinando Lang
ton as he was sometimes called in docu
ments, is one of those mysterious people I 
come across when transcribing local wills 
and inventories. His surname, Laughton, 
is not a local one. He seems to have come 
in from outside, rapidly carved himself a 
niche in local society and married into a 
well-to-do family with connections in 
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Jiff Groves 
Ashton-on-Mersey by 1730. Yet I have dis
covered only little scraps of information 
about him in wills, in the 1723 Oath of Al
legiance and in the list of Mayors of AI
trincham. 

There seems to be some confusion in 
the documents as to the spelling of Ferdi
nand's surname. Is it Langton or 
Laughton? And jf Laughton, why not 



given to a village such as Altrincham 
where the details of a new urban lifestyle 
had to be spelt out in great detail, B0-
roughs were also founded, as mentioned 
on greenfield sites. Whether the new bo
roughs were founded by prince or king 
royal boroughs) or by <barons (seigneurial 
boroughs) does not seem to have allowed 
any divergence from a set of basic pre
cepts designed to control rigidly the econ
omic, political and social development of 
the place, a feature which was to deliver 
the burgesses from villeinage, slavery and 
feudal customs. Presumably the feudal 
hierarchy thought it worth the price to in
vest in towns which would have their own 
courts and customs but, nevertheless, 
would quickly yield rents to provide the 
wherewithal for a lifestyle of increasing 
wealth at the castle or hall. It meant crea
ting a body of freemen paying rents to the 
lord where there had been villeins and 
serfs providing day-labour for him, In a 
lordship, there must have been great econ
omic difference, social tension and class 
divisions between the remaining unfree 
village peasants operating under the feu
dal system still having to attend the lord's 
court, and the self-governing free bur-

gesses in the borough able to run their 
own court. It also seems remarkable that 
planned urbanisation could be so rigidly 
enforced at a time of great military u nrest. 
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FERDINAND LAUGHTON OF ALTRINCHAM, 
GENTLEMAN, c.1690 TO 1750 

Ferdinand Laughton, or Ferdinando Lang
ton as he was sometimes called in docu
ments, is one of those mysterious people I 
come across when transcribing local wills 
and inventories. His surname, Laughton, 
is not a local one. He seems to have come 
in from outside, rapidly carved himself a 
niche in local society and married into a 
well-to-do family with connections in 
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Jiff Groves 
Ashton-on-Mersey by 1730. Yet I have dis
covered only little scraps of information 
about him in wills, in the 1 723 Oath of Al
legiance and in the list of Mayors of AI
trincham. 

There seems to be some confusion in 
the documents as to the spelling of Ferdi
nand's surname. Is it Langton or 
Laughton? And if Laughton, why not 



) 
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Lawton or even Lowten/Lowton? There 
was a Timothy Lowten/Lowton, gentle
man, living in Dunham Massey in the 
175Os, who leased land or a farm from Sir 
Peter Warburton of Arley. Could Ferdi
nand have been born and lived his early 
years in Arley or Warburton? But if he 
was really a Langton, then he might have 
come from a clothier family in Kirkham in 
Lancashire's Fylde, perhaps via the melt
ing pot that was Manchester in the late 
seventeenth century. In his will, the par
son of Stand ish, near Wigan, Mr Pilgrim, 
was left a ring. Either Mr Pilgrim had been 
a friend at university or Ferdinand 
Laughton was remembering, through 
him, where he was born. 

Wherever Ferdinand Langton or 
Laughton originated from, he was living 
in Altrincham by 1723.1 By 1723 he had 
also married. His bride was Ann Siddall, 
daughter of John Siddall of Stockport and 
Sarah Siddall (nee Davenport of Sale). 

The Siddalls were a well-to-do family 
living at Woodheys Hall, Ashton-on-Mer
sey. But John Siddall, probably a younger 
brother, had moved to Stockport (or even 
back to Stockport) by 1733. Like Ferdi
nand Laugh ton, the Siddalls were also 
relative newcomers. They first appear in 
the records of Ashton-on-Mersey in 1671, 
already established in Woodheys. Yet 
there is no sign of them in the 1664 Hearth 
Tax Returns, nor in the 1667 Poll Tax Roll. 
This means that they probably were given 
a three-life lease2 by Lord Delamer on 
what became known as Woodheys Hall 
between 1667 and 1671. A number of new 
families moved into Ashton-on-Mersey in 
the 1670s and 1680s, such as the Irlams of 
Carrington and the Newtons from Altrin
cham or Hale. One possible reason is that 
Lord Delamer had acquired or otherwise 
inherited from Sir William Brereton of 
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Handforth the other moiety of the manor 
of Ashton-on-Mersey (he already held the 
other moiety). As tenancies came up for 
renewal or fell in, Lord Delamer put in 
tenants of his from elsewhere, as in the 
case of the Irlams and the Newtons. How
ever, the Siddalls didn't Originate from 
Booth family owned lands. They came 
from Brownley Green and Crossacres in 
the manor of Etchells (owned by the Tat
ton family of Wythenshawe) and from 
Stockport. 

Through her mother Sarah; Ann was 
connected to the Davenports of Sale, Urm
ston and Etchells, a well-to-do yeoman 
and craftsman family by this time. Her 
uncle William Davenport, when he made 
his will in 1729, had just bought his farm 
from the then lord of the manor of Sale, 
the Reverend Massey Malyn. Another 
Davenport uncle, James, had smallhold
ings in Etchells as well as Sale. Unlike the 
Siddalls, the Davenports had been estab
lished in Sale for many generations. 

After his marriage to Anne and taking 
the Oath of Allegiance in 1723, Ferdinand 
Laughton next appears in the written rec
ord when he became Mayor of Altrincham 
in 1727.3 He would have been a relatively 
young man at the time, in his thirties. 
Either he was a man of great standing lo
cally even at this early date, or Altrincham 
Court Leet operated a 'Buggin's turn' 
form of election when selecting their 
Mayor. Manchester, which had a similar 
Court Leet system of government at the 
time, didn't operate 'Buggin's turn' for the 
Mayoralty, but they probably did for some 
of the more onerous offices of the Court 
Leet; such as Market-looker. 

As usual, the greatest amount of infor
mation on Ferdinand Laughton comes 
from his will. By the time he made his will 
in 1742, eight years before he actually 



died, Ferdinand and Ann had two child
ren surviving, Siddall (named for his 
grandparents) and Margaret. Ferdinand's 
will is very detailed about his house, his 
land holdings, his business dealings and 
his funeral. 

Ferdinand's house had a kitchen with a 
chamber, serving as the master bedroom, 
over it, at least one parlour, together with 
stables, a malt house, outbuildings and 
gardens. The impression is of a large es
tablishment, a house or hall, with large 
grounds, large enough to have a tenant 
also working them, Mr George Clayton of 
Altrincham, gentleman.4 

Ferdinand had recently bought two 
fields from the Smith family, the Cook 
Stool Field and the Gorsey Field. George 
Smith still farmed those fields, though 
now as Ferdinand's tenant.s 

One of the most interesting bits of infor
mation from Ferdinand's will is his busi
ness interests. Just because he styled him
self 'gentleman' did not mean that Ferdi
nand was a 'hands on' businessman. With 
lsaac Worthington as his partner, he ran a 
malting business. lsaac Worthington, a 
young attorney in Altrincham, was prob
ably the sleeping partner, providing part 
of the capital and legal know-how.6 Ferdi
nand ran the business from the malt house 
that was part of his Altrincham estate. 

Brewing had always been an important 
part of the local economy, not the least be
cause anyone who had malt, yeast from 
baking bread, a fire and a tub could brew. 
Beer brewed with hops was also a good 
way of making polluted well water palat
able to drink. Hops had a disinfectant 
quality. 

The mid-eighteenth century was a good 
time to be in the brewing business. New 
farming methods had improved corn 
yields, the population was growing. 

Travel was becoming easier as roads were 
improved by turnpike trusts and therefore 
more coaching inns were establishing 
themselves in towns. A growing, travel
ling thirsty population wanted- beer. At 
about time Samuel Whitbread and other 
ancestors of future large brewing com
panies were starting in business. 

Ferdinand's will throws a little light on 
wha� sometimes happened when a mar
riage hit a rocky patch. Today most people 
would go to the divorce lawyers, but in 
the mid-eighteenth century divorce, even 
for someone as wealthy as the daughter of 
Ferdinand Laughton, was almost out of 
the question. It meant a private Act of Par
liament, which cost a great deal of money, 
and a great deal of scandal. Separation, 
legal or informal, was the only way for 
most people. But even this could be diffi
cult for a woman with no income but her 
husband's. 

Ferdinand's daughter Margaret had 
married Richard Nightingale by 1 742. The 
marriage was in difficulties. Ferdinand felt 
that Richard was not treating his daughter 
well, so he put a clause in his will that if 
she was forced to separate from her hus
band, Margaret could have £5 a year dur
ing the separation. Today the £5 would be 
worth £4,000 a year, not over generous, 
but since she would probably come to live 
with her mother and brother, just enough 
to live on? 

The Laughton name turns up again a 
year later in the records of Trinity College, 
Cambridge. Siddall Laughton, who had 
attended Manchester Grammar School, 
then on Long Millgate, Manchester, oppo
site Chetham's School in the old manor 

. house of Manchester, entered Trinity Col
lege in that year.s This means by the time 
Ferdinand died in 1 750, Siddall had ma
triculated and perhaps even married. 
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Finally, Ferdinand Laughton gave de
taile<;! instructions in his will on how he 
should be taken to his burial at Bowdon 
Churchyard. Instead of having a certain 
amount of money doled out at his funeral 
or afterwards to his tenants and workmen, 
Ferdinand preferred that they did a little 
work for their generous handout. He 
wanted to be 

'carried to my Grave upon towells by 
twenty four poor men of my Neigh
bours, and generally such as have been 
my workmen and tenants, whom I 
wou'd have to be invited to my Burial 
for that purpose, and to have for their la
bour and pains, each of them one shill
ing, a twopenny Loaf, and a pint of Ale 
at their departure to my internment.'9 

No doubt the ale was made with Ferdi-
nand's malt. 

Notes 
1 . 1723 Oath of Allegiance, transcription by P�ter 
Kemp. Ferdinand and Ann took the oath at the 
Bowling Green Inn, Altrincham. Does anyone 
know where this inn was in Altrincham? 
2. Three-life leases were the customary tenancies of 
this area. TIley were quite secure and the yearly 
rents low, fossilised in time from the fifteenth cen
tury, the boons, services and heriots slowly being 
commuted to money. However, the entry fines 
could be quite high and the landlord could ask for 
the tenancy to be renewed if only one life remained 
in the lease. 

It wasn't until the early eighteenth that land-

lords like the Earl of Warrington (grandson of 
Lord Delamed and the Tattons of Wythenshawe 
Hall began to 'sell' farms to their tenants, with the 
rents continuing only as chief or ground rents. 
3. Noted in the list in Alfred Ingham's History of 
Altrincham and Bowdon, but not in the list in Olarles 
Ba1shaw's Stranger's Guide to Altrincham. This is 
because the years 1725 to 1736 are missing from 
Balshaw's list for some unknown reason. 
4. George Oayton died in 1745, before Ferdinand 
Laughton. The Oaytons were a long established 
yeoman and gentry family in Altrincham. 
5. George Smith also died before Ferdinand in 
1647. 
6. In 1742, lsaac Worthington, then twenty-eight 
years old, was at the start of his career as an attor
ney. A large part of his business was the writing of 
wills. He dealt with those of Thomas Davenport of 
Bowdon in 1748, the wealthy widow Hannah Sim- . 
pson of Dunham Massey and the will of the 
wealthy Timperley tanner John Coppock, with its 
messy consequences in the ChUrch Consistory 
Court in Chester when John'S son William tried to 
claim more than he was bequeathed. 
7. A Richard Nightingale, apothecary, of Blackrod, 
died in 1748. Another Richard Nightingale, clerk, 
lived in Farnworth and died in 1747. It is possible 
that one of these Richard Nightingales was the 
husband of Margaret. 
8. Information in Some Aspects of Cheshire Education 
in the Eighteenth Century by D. Robson, Chetham 
Society, Third Series. 
9. In today's terms this would be £40, a very large 
loaf (possibly twice the size of a large 800gm 10aO 
and a pint of best quality real beer - a day's wages 
for a labourer for less than half a day's work. 

BOOK REVIEWS 
Altrlncham: A PlctorlafHlstoryby 
Hllda Bayllss 
Phlll lmore and Co. Ltd, Shopwyke 
Manor Barn, Chichester, West 
Sussex P020 6RG 
25cm, hardback, xvi pp, 1 n 
i l lustrations, £1 3.99. ISBN 1 860n 
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034 7. 
Of the three commercial publishers pro

ducing series of photographic histories of 
towns, Phillimore's is, in my humble opi
nion, the best. For one thing they don't 
mind using maps or drawings if an aspect 
of a town can't be found photographed. 
They will even use documents, such as the 



1 290 charter of Hamon de Massey, lord of 
Dunham Massey, creating a baronial mar
ket borough at Altrincham. They also 
have quite sizeable text sections giving an 
introductory history of the town. Unlike 
one of the three publishers I could men
tion, but won't, they don't ask a historian 
from elsewhere to sweep into a town, ask 
the local studies librarian for copies of 
everything in their photographic collec
tion and sweep out again, having gained 
only the fleetest of glimpses of a town's 
history. For Phillimore the whole book is 
compiled and written by a local historian, 
in this case Hilda Bayliss, Honorary Secre
tary of the Altrincham History Society. 

Surprising perhaps for a southern 
Greater Manchester suburb, Altrincham 
has had a number books written on i ts his
tory in the last decade. Two of those were 
photographic histories. What was there 
left for a third photographic history? 
Quite a lot it seems. Mrs Bayliss prised 
photographs unseen before out of a num
ber of other local historians, the Imperial 
War Museum, other local history societies, 
the Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian 
Society, Police Museum Archives, and out 
of some local firms too, mainly from those 
who used to be in Broadheath industrial 
estate. 

There are no section headings for the 
photographs, but they are arranged in 
subjects beginning with Burdett's map of 
the Altrincham area and the 1 290 charter 
previously mentioned, moving to a draw
ing of the seal of the de Massey family, the 
lords of the manor of Altrincham, a plan 
of Dunham Massey Hall and its grounds 
at the end of the seventeenth century, the 
seat of the lords of the manor, then the 
Booth family (who were also earls of War
rington), the old mill at Dunham Massey 
and so on, through collections of photo-
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graphs of the Bridgewater canal at Broad
heath, local pubs (the first town hall was 
built adjacent to one, now part of it) and, 
of course, local churches. 

When it comes to houses there is an in
teresting juxtaposition of the grand houses 
of the cotton factory owners on the fringes 
of Altrincham with the old seventeenth 
and earlier cottages of the poor still in the 
centre of it in the late nineteenth century, 
and then on to Victorian housing for 
workers and the more stylish twentieth 
century industrial housing in Broadheath, 
inspired by places like BournvilIe and Port 
Sunlight. 

The essence of Altrincham past and 
present for many people is its shopping 
streets: George Street, Railway Street and 
Stamford New Road. Stamford New Road 
looks in photographs from the late nine
teenth century substantially as it is today, 
with its row of shops on one side designed 
by J. MacNamara. However, it is very dif
ficult to recognise George Street, now the 
main shopping street. It was residential in 
the mid-nineteenth century, still with 
many seventeenth century buildings. 
These were demolished in the nineteenth 
century to make way for shops, which 
were in their turn demolished in the 1960s 
to make for different shops and a small 
shopping mall, now very run down. 

Altrincham in this century has had a 
tendency to rip out its shopping centre 
from time to time. Many lovely, and not so 
lovely, buildings have disappeared. It is 
good to see these changes reflected in 
photographs. 

One reason why Altrincham is so blest 
with photographs of its houses, shops and 
people is that there were a number of 
photographers working in the town in the 
second half of the nineteenth century, 
d rawn there no doubt by the growing 



market in carte de visite photographs for 
the wealthy cotton merchants and the ris
ing middle class in the town. One, Mr 
Peters, had a studio on Railway Street 
with a large upper window for light. It 
still exists today. 

One of the photographs I like best in 
this book is no.109, showing the rebuild
ing and widening of Broadheath Bridge 
over the Bridgewater Canal near Altrin
cham in 1907. The hump of the original 
pack horse bridge was lowered to allow 
trams to pass over. This was a time when 
Broadheath was an industrial estate em
ploying thousands of people who needed 
public transport like trams to get to and 
from work. The page opposite has photo
graphs of the trams which used that new 
bridge in Altrincham. In the following 
pages there are a number of photographs 
of local transport, including a Jaguar used 
as a wedding car in the 1920s and a horse 
drawn hearse. 

Then there follows a series on the plea
sures and pastimes of Altrincham people: 
bowling, picnicking in their hundreds on 
the banks of the River Bollin, swimming, 
the Altrincham Show on the Devisdale 
(even I can remember that), cycling clubs, 
jazz bands, morris dancers, amateur 
theatre (Altrincham Garrick Playhouse 
and The Club Theatre). Altrincham people 
also loved pompous and ceremony. A 
stone arch costing £1,400, was built in 1887 
to welcome the Prince and Princess of 
Wales. People turned out in their thou
sands to line the road from Altrincham 
Railway Station to Bowdon to welcome 
home the Earl and Countess of Stamford 
in the early 19OOs. 

There are many other excellent photo
graphs in this book which I could mention 
but won't because I would fill several 
pages with listing them. At the end of the 
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book there is a small bibliography and, 
praise be, a small index - so many photo
graphic history books don't have these 
very necessary additions. 

All in all, it is excellent book and a must 
for historians interested in the history, 
photographic and otherwise, of places in 
the Greater Manchester area. 

Jill Groves 

The Archaeology of Trafford by 
Mlchael Nevell 
Trafford Metropolitan Borough 
Council 
clo Trafford MBC, Publications 
and Sales, Urmston Library, 
Crofts Bank Road, Urmston M41 
OTZ. · 
28cm, paperback, xllpp, 1 54pp, 
i l lustrations and maps, £1 4.95 
(plUS £2.50 p&p). ISBN 1 870695 25 
9.  

Mike Nevell is  the man responsible for 
the high quality series on the history and 
archaeology of Tameside, now into its 
fifth volume. In The Archaeology of Trafford 
he has now turned his attention to the ar
chaeology and history of Trafford. The re
sultant book is similar in size, format and 
quality of printing to the Tameside series. 
As with the Tameside series, the maps and 
plans are also excellent. 

There is one addition not found in the 
Tameside series - the archaeology in
depth reports on selected and important 
sites in the borough written by others. 
These include Dunham Castle, Timperley 
Hall site and Warburton Moss. Many of 
these sites have been the subject of excava
tions and investigations over a number of 
years. 

The Archaeology of Trafford takes the 
story of the borough from prehistoric 



times and before to the twentieth century. 
Trafford, like Tameside, is a creation of 

the 1974 local government reorganisation. 
Like Tameside, it is made up of one part of 
North Cheshire and one part of South 
Lancashire. It comprises the townships of 
Stretford, Davyhulme, Urmston and Flix
ton in the northern, ex-Lancashire half and 
Ashton-on-Mersey, Sale, Carrington, Part
ington, Warburton, Dunham Massey, AI
trincham, Timperley and Hale in the 
southern, ex-Cheshire half. Its boundaries 
are mainly water: the River Bollin in south 
and the Manchester Ship Canal in the 
north and west. 

The history of Trafford, the changes 
from farms and agriculture to industry 
and the villas of the rising merchant class 
from Manchester, to commuter and retail 
centres is told in terms of Trafford's ar
chaeology. 

The book begins by setting out the ar
chaeological and written sources and ends 
by looking in detail at the two industrial 
estates in the borough: Trafford Park and 
Broadheath, as well as the Manchester 
Ship Canal, with an archaeological report 
on Barton Aqueduct. In between there are 
chronologically arranged chapters looking 
at the changing landscape in the medieval 
period, the rural society of the early mod
em period with its farms and villages. The 
chapter 'From Farmhouse to Villa: Traf
ford c 1765 to c 1900' looks at the changes 
from cottage industries to factory-based 
industries in the borough, urban infra
structure, community and public build
ings, population growth, housing the new 
urban population and, interestingly, the 
archaeology of food. 

In addition to the text there is an excel-
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lent Notes section and a list of Sources, as 
well as a good Index. 

I have a few niggles about this book. 
The most serious is that the archaeological 
reports are not listed in the Contents, and 
they really should be. A couple of minor 
niggles relate to facts stated in the book. A 
photograph of the Unicorn Hotel, Altrin
cham is shown, calling it the town hall 
built in 1900 to replace the old one in Mar
ket Place. Firstly, the wrong side of the 
Unicorn Hotel is shown (the town hall 
was the building with the cupola adjacent 
to the pub). Secondly, it was built in the 
mid-nineteenth century, not 1900 (see AI
trinchnm: A Pictorial History by Hilda 
Bayliss). The town hall built to replace this 
one is on Market Street, opposite the late 
nineteenth century market hall. It still be
longs to Trafford Council. 

The second minor niggle is that Mike 
Nevell has taken George Ormerod's date 
of 1688 for Sale New Hall as gospel. How
ever, this hall certainly existed over 
twenty years before when it was men
tioned in the will of Richard Massey of 
Sale, esquire, dated 1663. The demesne 
land with it was in the occupation of Ka
therine Jackson at the time, but the hall 
may have still been occupied by Richard's 
younger brother WilIiam and his family. 

Having said this, I think this is an excel
lent book and well worth its £14.95 retail 
price. Anyone with an interest in archaeo
logy in the North West or just in Greater 
Manchester need s this book on their 
shelves. I know I shall be using my copy 
as a reference book for many years to 
come. 

JiII Groves 



Local History Society News 
Please, if you belong to another history so- 26th January, 1998, New Year Party. 
ciety as well the Altrincham History So-

Friends of Smithills Hall Services ciety, could you let the Editor have a copy Meets at Smithills Hall. See above address 
of their meetings programme for 1998. for details 

The Editor thanks Ashton and Sale His- 25th October, 'Reverend Gilbert White and 
tory Society, Stockport Historical Society, his natural History ofSelbourne', at 7JXJpm 
and North West Gas Historical Society for 13th December, Christmas Party, 6.45pm. 
notice of their meetings. 

Golborne and Lowton Local His-
Ashton and Sale History Society tory Society 
Meets at the Garemont Centre, Garemont Meets at Golborne Library on the second 
Road, Sale, on the first Wednesday of every Tuesday of the month at 7.00pm. Non-mem-
month at 7.30pm. bers welcome. 
1 st October, 'The Cheshire Regiment'. 14th October, 'The Civil War in Lancashire'. 
5th November, AGM and 'Old Photographs 1 1 th November, mEy_up" - Lancashire Dia-
of Ashton and Sale'. lect'. 
3rd December, Christmas Party. 

Chadderton Historical Society 
Meets at Chadderton .  Central Library, 
Middleton Road, Chadderton, Old ham at 
7.30pm on the first Thursday of each month. 
Visitors' donations gratefully received. 
2nd October, 'Middleton Junction and St. 
Gabriel's Church'. 
6th November, 'The Rochdale Canal - up
date on the Restoration Programme'. 
4th December, 'The Diary of William Row
bottom'. 
8th January, 1998, Annual Party - Back to 
Lancashire! 
5th February, 1998, 'Cotton Wool Country'. 
5th March, 1998, 'Greater Manchester Trans
port Society'. 

Edenfield Local History Society 
Meets at the Community Centre, off Ex
change Street, Edenfield, at< 7.30pm. Mem
bership £8.00, £5.00 concessionary. Visitors 
£l .SO per meeting. 
15th September, 'The East Lancashire Rail
way 1846-1859'. 
20th October, 'The Irwell from Its Source to 
the Sea'. 
17th November, 'Rossendale Remembers'. 
December, Bury and RadcIiffe parties. 
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Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire 
Meets in the Roscoe Room (5th Floor) the 
Central Libraries, William Brown Street, 
Liverpool, at 7.00pm. 
18th September, 'A Political Biography of 
Eleanor Rathbone'. 
1 6th October, 'The Textile Industry in the 
Rural Economies of some Woodland Vills of 
Western Lancashire, 1570-1640'. 
20th November, 'The Labour Party and Mu
nicipal Elections in Lancashire and Cheshire 
1919-1938. 

Leigh and District Family History 
Society 
Meets in the Derby Room, Leigh Library, 
Leigh Road, Leigh, Lancashire. 
21 st October, 'Computers in Family History'. 
18th November, 'Irish Family History'. 
16th December, 'Christmas Festivities'. 

New Moston History Society 
Meets at New Moston Library at 2'00pm on 
the third Friday of each month. 
19th September, 'The History of English Fur
niture'. 
1 7th October, 'History of Hatting in Stock
port'. 



21st November, 'Story of the M66 Ring 
Road' . .  

North West Gas Historical Society 
Not all dates and locations known, so where 
interested contact the Secretary, Diane 
Smith, c/o I &: C sales,.British Gas plc, Hind 
Street, Birkenhead 141 5DB. Subscriptions 
are now £5.00 per year for members. 
October 1997, history of Hardman and 
Holden, gas industry tar processors. 

Ramsbottom Heritage Society 
Meetings at 7.45pm on the third Wednesday 
of each month in the Civic Hall, Ramsbot
tom. 
15th October, 'Rawstenstall Past and Pres
ent'. 
19th November, 'Conservation in Bury and 
Districts' . 
10th December, 'Christmas Memories'. 
21st January, 1998, 'Lady Anne Clifford'. 
18th February, 1998, 'The Lighter Side of 
Funerals'. 
18th March, 1998, 'From Irwell Springs to the 
Sea'. 

Salford Local History Society 
Meets at Midwood Hall, Eccles Old Road, 
Salford 6 on the last Tuesday of the month, at 
7.3Opm. (Buses 67 and 68 stop nearby.) 
26th August, 'The History of Salford Trans
port'. 
30th September, 'Places and People in Sal
ford's Past'. 

28th October, Social Evening. 
25th November, 'A View of the Irwell Val
ley'. 
27th January, 1998, 'The Celebrated Cooking 
Shop'. 
24th February, 1998, 'A Guiltless Feast' (150 
anniversary of the Vegetarian Society) 
31st March, 1998, 'Salford is my City'. 

South Trafford Archaeology Group 
(STAG) 
Meets at the Sf AG Display Centre, Timper
ley Old Hall Hotel, at 7.30pm. 
26th September, 'History of High Legh'. 
24th October, to be arranged. 
28th November, AGM 
5th December, Christmas Party. 

Stockport Historical Society 
Meets at Tiviot Dale Methodist Church on 
the third Friday of each month at 7.45pm. 
Visitors £1 .00. 
1 7th October, 'From New York to Stockport: 
Louis Jennings, MP 1885-93 and Editor of the 
New York Times'. 
21st November, 'Story of Castles'. 
12th December, Christmas Coffee Evening 
and 'Travellers' Tales of the East'. Admission 
£1 .00 
1 6th January, 1998, 'Bramall Hall'. 
20th February, 1998, 'Keeping Death off the 
Tracks: a History of Railway Signalling'. 
20th March, 1998, 'The Millionth Man' and 
'Reddish: the Oldest Working-Men's Oub'. 

LOCAL BOOKS 
Backcloth to Gawthorpe by Michael Conroy 
(self-publisher), 15 Hill Top Drive, Totting
ton, Bury, Lancashire BLB 3HN. Paperback, 
%pp, illustrations, £4.95. ISBN 0 9528766 0 4. 

The Green Giant: A History of the Stockport Gas 
Undertaking 1820-1949 by David Loverseed 
(self-publisher), 48 Flowery Field, Wood
smoor, Stockport SK2 7BD. 29cm, paperback, 
120pp, 39 illustrations, £8.50 (£1.50 p&:p UK, 
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£2.00 overseas surface mail). ISBN 0 9524607 
2 6. 

Archaeology of Lancashire: Present State and Fu
ture Priorities by D.C.A. Shotter, edited by Ri
chard Newman, Lancaster University Ar
chaeological Unit, Storey Institute, Meeting 
House Lane, Lancaster LAl ITH. 25cm, 
paperback, 21 2pp, 79 illustrations by Robert 
Middleton and Richard Danks, £9.95. ISBN 1 



86220 01 0 6. 

Salford's Tramways, Part One: A History of IOCQI 
road pwJSSenger transport in and around Salford 
from the days of tlte horse drawn omnibus to tlte 
development of electric tramway system 1824-
1912 by Ted Gray, Foxline Publishing. 29cm, 
88pp, illustrations, tables, maps, £14.95. ISBN 
unknown. 

Manchester Ship Canal in Old Photographs by 
Ted Gray, Sutton Publishing. 24cm, paper
back. 225 illustrations, Sutton's Photographic 
History of Transport Series, £10.99. 0 7509 
1459 9. 

TIte Church in Cottonopolis: essays to mark tlte 
150th Anniversary of tlte Diocese of Manchester 
by Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian S0-
ciety, clo Honorary Treasurer, Lancashire 
and Cheshire Antiquarian Society, Portico 
Library, 57 Mosley Street, Manchester M2 
3HY. Limited number, price £19.50 (plus 
p&p £2.50). Special pre-publication £16.50 
(plus p&p £2.50). Or pick it up from the 
Diocesan Office, 90 Deansgate, Manchester, 
Monday to Friday, 8.30am-1 2.30pm, 1 .45pm-
4.30pm. Publication is in early October 1997. 

From Glazebrook to Hollins Green: More About 
Rixton in tlte Nineteenth Century by Kath 
Fryer, Hollinfare Publications, 544 Manches
ter Road, Rixton, Warrington WA3 6fT. 
21cm, paperback, ivpp, 62pp, 6 illustrations, 
1 chart, 1 map, £5.00. ISBN 0 9526994 1 9. 

Old Ordnance Survey Maps of Lancashire. Burn
ley (East). 22cm, folded paperback, facsimile 
of 1909 edition, £1 .85. ISBN 0 85054 876 4. 
South Reddish and Brinnington. 22cm, folded 
paperback, facsimile of 1904 edition, £1.85. 
ISBN 0 85054 886 1 .  

All published by Alan Godfrey Maps, 1 2  
The Off Quay Building, Foundry Lane, New
castle NE6 1 LH. 

Memories of Wytltenshawe from tlte 19305 to tlte 
1960s by Bryant A .  Hill, Neil Richardson. 
3Ocm, paperback, 4Opp, 60 illustrations, a 
maps, £3.50. ISBN 1 85216 1 14 O. 

Picturesq� Chester: The City in Art by Peter 
Boughton, Phillimore. 23cm, hardback, 
1 28pp, 200 illustrations, (1 1 1  in colour), 
£14.95. ISBN 1 86077 039 8. 

Bygone Bentham by Joseph Carr, edited by 
Peter Marshall, Landy Pubishing, 'Acorns', 3 
Staining Rise, Staining, Blackpool FY3 OBU. 
Paperback, 150pp, illustrations, £15.00. Pre
publication offer of £12.50, if ordered before 
1 4th October. £1 .00 of each subscription re
ceived will be paid to the Bentham Trust. 

This book comprises twenty-five essays 
on the village of Bentham written by Joseph . 
Carr for the Lancaster Guardian between 1871 
and 1897, with a foreword and notes on Jo
seph Carr by Peter Marshall. 

Edenfield - Life in a Lancashire village c.1500-
c1770 by John Simpson, Edenfield Local His
tory Society, clo Ian Summers, 8 Alderwood 
Grove, Edenfield, Bury, Lancashire BLO 
OHQ. 2nd edition, £4.00 (plus p&p 4Op). For 
those of us with long memories Open History 
reviewed this book in 1991 with the words ' ... 
gives an excellent impression of life for the 
people of Edenfield in the early modem 
period to the beginning of the Industrial Rev
olution'. It was an excellent little book and 
worthy of reprinting. 

John Simpson is currently working on a 
sequel to the book, Edenfield and District 
1770-1970. 

Ramsbottom Reminiscences, Volume 2: More rec
ollections of our tOW/l'S past from tire memories of 
its inltllbitllnts by Ramsbottom Heritage S0-
ciety, The Heritage Centre, Carr Street, 
Ramsbottom, Bury, Lancashire BLO 9AE. 
Paperback, price. ISBN 0 948781 1 1 .  

Magazines 
Bowdon Slreaf, . TIte, the journal of Bowdon History Society, No.29, February 1997. AS, 
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8pp, SOp each, 2 issues a year. Available from 
Mrs Ann Redford, Hon. Secretary, Bowdon 
History Society, 5 Pinewood, Bowdon, AI
trincharn, Cheshire WA 14 3JQ. 

Articles include: The Tenant of Bowdon 
Hall and the "Great Cordial Elixir"'; 'Peel 
Causeway: A Populous Place'; 'Bowdon 
Church Silver'; 'Timperley Tom: Local High
way Man'. 

Browsings, journal of South Trafford Archae
ological Group, No.68. A4, 4pp, 4 issues a 
year, £7.00 membership. Available from Mrs 
J. Barton, membership Secretary, 15 Halstead 
Grove, Baxter Park, Gatley SK8 4HJ. 

Items include: 'Facial Adornment'; The 
Lord's Prayer' (in Anglo-Saxon)'; 'A day to 
Remember' (trip to Eyam, Derbyshire); 'Tree 
of Life'; 'Timperley Old Hall'. 

Centre for North West Regional Studies Bulletin, 
No.11, Summer 1997. AS, 9Opp, 1 issue a 
year, £3.00 a year. Available from Centre for 
North West Regional Studies, Fylde College, 
Lancaster University, LAI 4YF. 

Articles include: The Brownes of Tow
nend, Troutbeck 1500-1 700'; 'Oats in the lan
cashire Diet, 1780-1850'; 'Pasture and Poligh
land, the economy of Gilsland, Cumbria as 
revealed in the charters of Lanercost Priory, 
c.11 70-c.1270'; 'Working Class Housing in 
the Victorian and Edwardian Periods'; 'Dis
tant Water Fishing from the Port of Aeet
wood - development and difference'; 'HI>-: 
land Priory: Lancashire's Poorest Monas
tery'; The Journal of John Higgin, Junior'; 
'Variety and Change in the Markets of Nine
teenth-Century Lancashire'; "'Men as Mas
ters": Cumbria Hiring Fairs in the Nine
teenth Century'; Postgraduate Diploma in 
Lake District Studies Dissertations 1994-
19%'. 

Chester Local History Newsletter, Spring and 
Summer 1997. A4, 4pp, 4 issues a year, FREE. 
Available from Chester Archives, Town Hall, 
Chester CHI 2HJ. 
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Items in the Spring issue include: 'The Old 
Port Project'; 'Chester District History of Par
ish Government Project'; 'Picturesque Ches
ter: The City in Art'; 'Local History Collec
tion at Malpas Library'; 'Family History on 
The Internet'; 'Copies of Maps and Prints for 
Sale'; Diary. 

Items in the Summer issue include: 'Mys
tery of the stones - digging in Chester Cathe
dral'; 'Volunteer week'; 'Looking down on 
Cheshire'; 'Oose up on Chester Mystery 
Plays'; 'High Tech Archives'; 'New from 
Chester Archives'; Diary and Events. 

Friends of Trafford Local Studies Newsletter, 
No.5, Summer 1997. A4, 44pp, 2 issues a 
year, £1 .00 for initial registration, FREE 
thereafter. Available from Trafford Local 
Studies, Sale Library, Tatton Road, Sale, Che
shire M33 1YH. 

Items include: 'Reorganisation of the 
search room'; '1996 Newspapers'; 'Changing 
Places: Co�p Flixton Road Urmston'; 
'Hedgerows Regulations 1997'; 'World War 
1 Soldiers' Documents'; 'Steam, Coal and 
Canal: Linear Industrial Heritage Park'; la
test book titles; 'Family History. 

Gaslight, the newsletter of the North West 
Gas Historical Society, Nos. 55, 56, 57 and 58, 
March, April, May and JunelJuly 1997. A4, 
6pp, 9 issues a year, £5.00 membership. 
Available from The Secretary, Mrs Diane 
Smith, 13 Private Drive, Barnston, Wirral L61 
IDF. 

Items in No.55 include: 'More on Man
chester'; ' ... And Way Up North'; 'Wiggins 
Gasholders'; 'Godfrey's following great
grandfather's footsteps'; 'Chesterfield Ga
sworks'. 

Items in No.56 include: 'Lakeland Ga
sworks'; 'Unsual Incidents on Gas Works, 
and Their lessons'; 'Henry Simon, 1835-
1899'; 'William Cubitt and Ipswich Gas 
Works'; 'Forgetful Gasman?'; 'Every Picture 
tells a story'; 'St Helens versus Widnes'. 

Items in No.57 include: The Duxburys of 



Darwen" 'Eaton Hall Gasworks Near Ches
ter'; 'St�kport Gas History'; 

,chad kirk Prin
tworks'; 'Melior Mill, near Marple'; 'Na
tional Gas Archive'; 'Nationalisation, Sutton
in-Ashfield'; 'More on Chesterfield'; 'George 
Masters VC of Stockport'; 'Yet More on 
James Hargreaves'; 'Gas Operated Traffic 
Control 1868'. 

Items in No.58 include: 'Delph Lighting 
Dispute'; 'Wrought Iron Retorts'; 'Hoghton 
Bottoms Mill Gasworks'; 'London Industrial 
Archaeology'; 'Mill Gasworks at Woodley'; 
'Frank Spicer of Leicester'; 'Golden Lane Ga
sworks, London'; 'Littleborough Gas Com
pany'; 'The Stockport Gas Scandal of 1848'. 

No.58 was the last issue of Gaslight to be 
edited by David Loverseed. 

Greater Manchester Courier, No.56, May 1997. 
A4, 6pp, 4 issues a year, £2.00 a year (for 
postage only). Available from Greater Man
chester record Office, 56 Marshall Street, 
New Cross, Manchester M4 SFU. 

Items include: 'The Methodist Church 
Archives and History Committee'; 1-listory 
repeating itself? (on an IRA bomb in Man
chester - in 1939); 'Family Records Centre'; 
'Memory of the World at Risk: archives de
stroyed'; 'Notes and News'; 'Snippets'. 

Heritage News from Salford Quays, Vol.1, NoA, 
Summer/ Autumn 1997. A4, 4pp, FREE (for 
sae). Available from Salford Quays Heritage 
Centre, 3 The Quays, Salford MS 2SQ. 

Itsm include: 'Exhibitions'; 'Life Stories'; 
reviews; 1-Ieritage Centre Visitor Survey'; 
'Life with the Lions'; Local History Day; 
Eccles Heritage. 

Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire 
Newsletter, No.7, May 1997. A4, 4pp, 4 issues 
a year, annual membership subscription 
£12.00 (including 1 Transactions). Available 
from Margaret Procter, Newsletter Editor, 
University of Liverpool, P.O. Box 123, liver
pool 1.69 3DA. 

Items include: 'St. Aidan's Theological 
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College, Birkenhead'; 'Society News; HSLC 
Library'; 'Notes and Queries'; 'Publications'; 
'Forthcoming Lectures'; 'Record Office 
Round-up'; 'Events and Courses'. 

Lancashire History Quarterly, Vo1.1, Nos.1 and 
2, March and June 1997. A4, 44pp and 88pp 
respectively, 4 issues a year, £12.50 annual 
subscription. Available from Phil Hudson, 
Lancashire History Quarterly, 4 Cork Road, 
Bowerham, Lancaster, Lancashire LA 1 4AJ. 

Articles in No.l include: 'The Wild mans 
of Willow Mill'; 'Bewsey Old Hall'; 'The 
Contest over the 1 796 Cartmel Enclosure 
Act'; 'How Liverpool Defeated the Plague'; 
'The Trouble with Catholics'; 'Photographers 
of Rossendale' ; 'Askew Hill Farm: A land
scape Study with notes'; 'Down Memory 
Lane: When I was a Lass'; 'The Scotch Piper'. 

Articles in No.2 inClude: 'Photographers 
of Rossendale: Part Two'; 'Buffalo Bill'; 
'Change in Cartmel land Ownership'; 'The 
Warrington Blue Coat Cotton Factory'; 'Whit 
Monday in Col ne' ; 'Haigh Windmill' ; 'About 
Euxton'; 'Treasure at Kew'; 'The Silver Cup'; 
'Whiston: the rise and fall of Industry'; 'Bur
glary and Sheepstealing at Shuttleworth'; 
'The Burrows of Blands'; 'Buildings at Risk'; 
'Ancient and Modern'; 'Mysteries of Gaw
thorpe'; 'North West Watermills'. Also S0-
ciety Listings and Research and Enquiry. 

This new history magazine is out of the 
same stable as Yorkshire History Quarterly. 
These first two issues are as good as the 
slightly more established Yorkshire History 
Quarterly and we wish Phil Hudson good 
luck with both magazines. 

Mundling Stick, Newsletter of the Lion Salt 
Works Trust, Spring 1 997, Vo1.3, No.l. A4 
4pp, FREE (although they would appreciate 
donations), 4 issues a year. Available from 
Nick Davies, Project Assistant, Lion Salt 
Works Trust, Ollershaw Lane, Marston, 
Northwich CW9 6ES. 

Items include: 'Salt Works Contributes to 
Salt in Stafford video'; 'Salt Works in the 



pink'; 'Bore Hole Investigations'; 'Dates for 
your Diary'. 

New Moston History Society Newsletter, No.4, 
March 1997. AS, 4pp, no. of issues a year un
known, price unknown. A vaiIable from Irene 
Smeeton, Hon. Secretary, New Moston His
tory Society, 27 ParkJeigh Drive, New Mos
ton, Manchester M40 3RZ. 

Items include: 'New Moston - The Early 
Days' (a fascinating little article) and a dia
lect poem from Eric Green. 
Past F011Dard, the Newsletter of Wigan Herit
age Service, Nos. 15 and 16, Spring and Sum
mer 1 997. A4, 20pp, 3 issues a year, FREE 
(but donation very welcome). Available from 
The Heritage Services Manager, Editor, Past 
F011DQrd, The Heritage Service, Market Suite, 
Market Hall, The GaIleries, Wigan WN1 1PX. 

Articles in No.1S include: 'News from the 
Archives'; 'I Remember When .. .'; 'Wigan 
Pier ready for new season'; 'Stand ish Festi
val Canal Trip (1996); 'A Visit to Wigan - 84 
Years Later'; 'More about Bottling Wood'; 
'Philip Larkin - The Leigh Connection'; His
tory Shop News'; 'A Daft Lad'; The Regal 
Cinema, Leigh'; Letters'; 'A Tribute to Harry 
Pons'. 

Articles in No.16 include: 'Wigan's World 
Champions'; 'The de Hindleys and de Cul
cheths'; 'Silk Weaving in Lowton, 1827 to 
1910'; Letters (some of these are short articles 
in themselves); History Shop News; 'A walk 
with a difference' (in which one of our Hon
orary Vice-Presidents, Tony Ashcroft took a 
group of visitors around); News from the 
Archives; 'Church Register Transcripts and 
Inscriptions'; 'I remember when .. .'; 'A Fam
ily Funeral'. 

The Past Uncovered, quarterly newsletter of 
Chester Archaeology, March 1997. A4, 4pp, 4 
issues a year, FREE. Available from Chester 
Archaeology, 27 Grosvenor Street, Chester 
CH1 2DD. 

Items include: 'New light on Chester's 
Rom�n quarry'; 'Roman industry at Middle-
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wich'; 'Newstead's Chester treasures'; 'Ches
ter Archaeology teams up with University 
College'; 'New thoughts on Shot wick Castle'. 

Ramsbottom Heritage Society News Magazine, 
No.14, Spring 1997. AS, 16pp, 2 issues a year, 
free to members, £0.75 each to non-members. 
Available from Ramsbottom Heritage S0-
ciety, The Heritage Centre, Carr Street, 
Ramsbottom, Bury, Lancashire BLO 9 AE. 

Articles include: 'Ramsbottom Miscella
nea'; Archive Accessions 1996; The Total 
Eclipse of the Sun, 29th June 1927'; 

, 
A Mem� 

rable Summerseat Christmas - 1944'; 'New 
in Tottington Bridge, Stubbins'; The Origins 
of Lancashire's Whit Walks'; 'Holcombe 
Hunt'; 'Childhood Memories Edenfield'; 
'Oral History Taping Project'; 'Some Recol
lections of Lower Bridge Street'; 'Composi
tion at St. PaUl's, 60 Years Ago'. 

Retrospect, the Journal of Burnley and District 
Historical Society, Vo1.14, 1995-96. AS, 34pp, 
1 issue a year, £1 .50 each. Available from 
Bumley and District History Society, clo Mr 
Stephen Child, Secretary, 66 Langdale Road, 
Blackbum BB2SDW. 

Articles include: 'William Waddington, 
and Son, Architects'; The Master .Shuttle 
Maker of Higham'; 'An Evil Beast'; The 
Towneley Estate'. 

Salford Local History Society Newsletter, Vo1.24, 
No.12, April 1997, Vo1.2S, No.1 &: 2. A4, 6pp 
and 3pp, 12 issues a year, price unknown. 
Available from the Membership Secretary, 
Miss P. Frank, 7 Portland House, Eccles Old 
Road, SaIford M6 8HJ. 

News items on local books and local his
tory events, as wen as a copy of Experience 
Greater Manchester, the newsletter of the 
Greater Manchester Industrial Heritage 
Tourism Project. 
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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 
We thank Mr D. Rendell for a gift of an excel
lent table top lectern equipped with a light 
for the use of our speakers, and also record 
our thanks to him for presenting us with a 
copy of the classic Old CIJeshire ChllrdJeS by 
Raymond Richards and Tile Thornloll Pichlrd 
Story by himself, welcome additions to our 
Society library. Please contact Mr Richbell 

2 

about borrowingtheseand other items. 
We also thank Mr C. Hill for arranging an 

excellent talk on 2nd February by Paul Dtike 
of Saskatchewan University on High
waymen and Robbery. This was at such 
short notice that it was not possible to infonn 
those members who were not at the January 
meeting. Sorry about this. 

Don Bay/iss 



SOCIETY NEWS AND MEETINGS 
Meets at Altrincham Library, Stamford New 
Road, Altrincham at 7.30pm on Mondays. 
Visitors £1 .00 
23rd March, 1998, Members' Evening. 

27th April, 1998, 'Egerton Sketch Books'. 
18th May, 1998, AGM and 'Broadheath: A 
Century of Industry'. 

NORTH WEST HISTORY NEWS 
Lile in the Workhouse 
Andrew Schofield, the new Sound Archive 
Officer at the North West Sound Archive, 
Clitheroe Castle, would very much like to 
hear from anyone who was a member of 
staff or resident of a workhouse. They must 

. be willing to record an interview. Tel. 01200 
42 7897. ISource: G�ter Manchester Courier) 

Greater Manchester Record Office 
Moving 
Greater Manchester Record Office is finding 
life at New Cross a bit cramped these days. 
As a result it will be moving to the even 
larger, listed Dude Street Warehouse, Picca
dilly Gateway. This will make GMRO the 
largest and best equipped archive facility 
outside London. It will also be much more 
accessible to those of us who use the Metro
link and Piccadilly railway station. ISource: 
GreJlter ManclU!ster Courier) 

Tameside in Cyberspace 
Tameside Local Studies Library now has its 
own web site on the Internet, including in
formation of the library's holdings and ser
vices. It can be contacted at 
http://dspace.dial.pipex.com/town/street 
/ x1x81 . ISource: Loa" History Magazille) 

Lancashire Local History Federation, 
Local History Fair 2000 
Plans are afoot for a Lancashire Local His-
tory Federation local history fair to be held in 
the year 2000, and the LLHF would welcome 
comments and suggestions. 

The preferred date is May or early June 
for the usual two-day event. After much dis--

3 

cussion, the committee felt that it would be a 
good idea to return to the Lowther Pavilion 
at Lytham, where our first fair was so suc
cessful. However, we are very much aware 
that members may not favour repeating the 
same venue so soon, and we would like your 
views. The Lowther Pavilion has the advant
age of accessibility and a reasonable size, 
and in the summer our fair has a good 
chance of attracting additional passing trade. 

If you have any suggestions you would 
like to make, please could you write to Diana 
Winterbotham, LLHF, 9 Riverside Drive, 
Stoneclough, Radcliffe, Manchester M26 
l HU. If you are against the idea of holding 
the fair at Lytham, please could you suggest 
an alternative hall, which would need to be 
sufficiently large, easily accessible and with 
good parking, and affordable. It is hoped to 
have a venue booked by the end of 1 997. 

New Canal Society 
The Leeds and Liverpool Canal Society came 
into being when the inaugural meeting was 
held in Blackbum on Saturday, 15th Novem
ber, 1997. Over seventy people attended that 
first meeting. The aims of the Society are to 
preserve the canal and its associated build
ings, bridges and wharfs, and record and re
search the traditions and history of the canal. 

The subscription rates range from £2.50 
for individual unwaged to £80.00 for indi
vidual life membership. 

For more information on the Society write 
to Mike Clarke, Leeds and Liverpool Canal 
Society, 41 Fountain Street, Accrington BB5 
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Sale Photographs in Cheshire Record 
Office 
Cheshire Record Office bought towards the 
end of 

.
last year a small album of &eventy 

photographs relating to the Hanmer family 
of Mayfield Cottage, Sale. They date to 1855, 
according to a pencil inscription on the in
side cover and belonged to Mr W.H. Han
mer. 

The collection also includes photographs 
taken at Wincham, where Charles Hanmer 
had a boarding school, and of the Town
shend family. (Source: Cheshire Archives IInd 
Load Studies Newsletter) 

Imperial War Museum at Trafford Park 
Plans are advancing to build the northern 
base for the Imperial War Museum in Traf
ford Park on a site opposite the building of 
the Lowry Centre. Despite the refusal of the 
National Heritage Lottery to give a grant to
wards the work,. it is hoped that the project 
will be· finished in 2002, in time to welcome 
visitors for the Commonwealth Games in 
Manchester. (Source: Heritllge News from SIII
lord Quays and Altrinchllm IInd SllIe Mess
enger) 

Jewish Archives in Manchester 
The Jewish Representative Council has 
formed an ad hoc sub�ommittee for the res
cue of documents, artefacts and buildings re
lating to the Jewish community in Manche!r 
ter. For further details contact David Arnold 
0161 720 8721 . 

' 

John Rylands Library, Manchester 
John Rylands Library, Deansgate, Manche!r 
ter now claim they have virtually everything 
published which relates to the siege of Man
chester (September/October 1642). Three 
tracts, which were in the library and sub
sequently withdrawn, have now been ob
tained by the library. These are: 
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The Petition 0/ Divers of His MAjesties faithfull 
I14bjects of lhe True Proles"'nt Religion in the 
C""n'Y PlIllltine of unCllSter. Published in 
London 1642 and includes King Charles's 
reply. The knights and other gentry gave a 
qualified support in return for assurances of 
the King's continuing vigilance against Pap
ist forces. 
Cheshire Sucxesse (1643). This is associated 
with the Puritan Sir William Brereton of 
Handforth and gives details of the battles of 
Nantwich (28th January, 1643), Tarporley 
(21st February, 1643) and Middlewich (13th 
March, 1643) in which the Royalist Forces 
under Sir TItomas Aston were defeated. 
Newes from Pembrou find Montgomery. The 
Royalist Sir John Birkenhead wrote this piece 
of propaganda attacking the Chancellor of 
Oxford University. 

Access to all recently acquired archive ma
terial is by prior arrangement only please. 
Contact John Hodgson, Co-ordinating Archi
vist (0161 834 5343) or E mail j.hodg
son@man.ac.uk. Publications of recent 
archive listings, given below, may be ob
tained from Miss H. Boyes, Administration 
Department, John Rylands University of 
Manchester Library, Oxford Road, Manche!r 
ter M13 9PP. 

Egerton of Tatton 
M uniments (107pp) £ 1 1 .00 
F1etcher-Tooth Papers 
Vol.1 (185pp) £19.00 
Hodgson and Robinson 
Archive (46pp) £5.00 
The Orford Papers (43pp) £5.00 
Papers of Allan Monkhouse (63pp) £7.00 
Papers of McConel " Kennedy 
and McConel " Company (tSOpp)£15.oo 
Papers of Old ham Textile 
Employers Association (47pp) £5.00 
papers of W.M. Christy (36pp) £4.00 
Rattenbury Family Papers 
Vol. 3 (1 64pp) £17.00 



Records of the Ashton Textile 
E mployers Association (10pp) £4.00 
Sun Mill Archive (4pp) £4.00 
(Compiled by Al/Q,. Fldcher of the Open Univer
sity History Society) 

Histories for the Millennium 
OSFACH (Open Studies in Family And 
Community History group at the Open 
University) is sending out a leaflet inviting 
individuals, groups and societies to produce 
histories of their communities. The leaflet 

gives useful guideline options for beginners 
and societies who have not been engaged in 
such a project before, including where to get 
help with research and finance, and what 
pitfalls to avoid. For 3 free copies of the lea
flet write with sae OSFACH (MM leaflets), 
Faculty of Social Sciences, Open University 
MI<7 6AA. Larger numbers cost .£3.50 for 
fifty copies to cover the cost of printing and 
posting and packing (cheque only to Open 
University for required amount). ' 

Events in the North West 
Centre for North-west Regional 

Studies 
(All dates are Saturdays) 

Study Days 
Mtdieval Church, 25th April, 1998 

History of Linen in the North West, 13th June, 
1998 

Manorial and Estates Records, 1 1 th July, 1998 

Local History Seminan 1997-98 
All meetings are on Wednesdays, 4.00pm to 

5.30pm 
Prescot 1660-1680: IndustriAl Development, 
Urban Society and the Docu",entary Sources, 

25th March, 1998 
Fees: £13.50 for all 6 seminars or £2.50 per 

seminar. For more information contact 
CNWRS, FyldeCollege, Lancaster 

University, Bailrigg, Lancaster LA 1 4YF. 

Lancashire Local History 
Federation/Friends of Lancashire 

Archives . 
Made in LanCJIshire, 21st March, 1998 

10.00am-4.00pm, County Hall, Preston 
For more details contact: Miss Diana 

Winterbotham,9 Riverside Drive, 
Stoneclough, Radcliffe M26 1 HU. 

Lancashire Local History Federation 
AGM and Day School 

North West Sound Archives: The Longridge 
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HistoriCJII Society; Oral History Projed 
10.00am-4.00pm, 25th April, 1998, 

Lancashire Record Office 
For more details contact: Miss Diana 

Winterbotham, 9 Riverside Drive, 
Stoneclough, Radcliffe M26 1HU. 

Chester Archives 
Town Hall, Chester CH1 2HJ 

Why Not Try ••• Series 
Advance booking necessary. 

Two Feet into tile Past 
Four evening walks starting at Blue Coat 

School, Upper Northgate Street, Chester at 
7.oopm, 21st, 28th April and 5th and 1 2th 

May 
Fees: £2.50 (£2.00 concessions). 

Trace the History of Your House 
Chester Town Hall, 10.00-4.00pm, Saturday, 

25th April 
Fees: £12.00 (£10.00 concessions) 

Vidorian Study Day 
Venue to be announced, Saturday, 9th May 

Fees: to be announced. 
For more details about all the Why Not Try 
Series contact Why Not Try Office, Chester 
Archives, Town Hall, Chester CH1 2HJ, tel 

01244 402110. 

Salford Quays 
National Waterways Festival arid In/Qnd Boat 

Show, 28th-31st August 



Merseyside Maritime Museum 
Thursday Lectures 

(Supported by the Friends of the Merseyside 
Maritime Museum) 

1.15pm at Albert Dock. Liverpool. Doors 
open and coffee served from 6.30pm. Free to 

all. 
TurbinUt: A Revolution in MDrine Power, 26th 

March 
Liverpool and Afric4 in the Nineteenth Century: 

The Continuing Connection 
(a joint meeting with the Historic Society of 

Lancashire and Cheshire), 23rd April 

Advtrlisingand Shipping, c. 1650-1998: CruciDl 
Histories 0/ the Modem World (The Peter 

Oavies Lecture), 28th May 

LMHS Conference 
Wives and whores in VictoriDn Liverpool, 4th 

April, 1998 
For further details contact Or lean 

Hugh-lones, 36 Laurel Drive, St. Helens 
WA10 5JO, tel. 01144 29962. 

Grosvenor Museum 
21 Grosvenor Street, Chester CHl 200 

Two Faces 0/ Rome: Chester and Sens, France 
sponsored by Welsh Water, from 2nd 

February onwards 

Manchester Jewish Museum 
Heritage Trail, Sunday, 2.00pm, 29th March, 

26th April, 11th May and 28th June 
Tickets: £3.SO 

A NOTE FROM BARBARA NEVELL 
In Timperley, near the Quarry Bank public 
house, is an old chapel, now no longer used 
as such. The warden at Orchard Court in
formed me that near the entrance are several 
small niches, low down on the wall, with 
bars across them. These were provided so 
that the congregation could scrape their 

boots and shoes before entering the church. 
This must have been in times before the 
roads and paths were tarmacadamed over. I 
have seen postcards showing Timperley's 
main roads as plain, earthy thoroughfares. 
No doubt dirty boots and shoes were a major 
problem in those days! 

MISCELLANEA 

Football Pools 
A chord was struck when I heard on the 
news recently that the company of Little
woods (Football Pools, etc.) are placing some 
of their business premises on the market. 

Did you know that the company was 
founded early in the twentieth century by 
two brothers John and Cecil Moore who 
were employed at the Automatic Scale Co., 
Manchester Road, West Timperley - the fac
tory was just the other side of West Timper
ley Railway Bridge. One of the brothers was 
a paint sprayer. 
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Arthur Warburton 
Sussex 

They thought up the idea of a small fixed 
odds coupon based on a list of eight to 10 
football teams' fixtures selected each week. 
One could place any bet on a result from one 
home result to any other forecast. The idea 
was an immediate success. In consequence 
they left their employment to open a small 
business office. The final outcome was the 
birth of Littlcwoods Pools as we know it 
tOday. 

The site of the factory is now part of South 
Trafford COllege. 



The Country's First Petrol Pump 
I wonder if any member of our Society no
ticed the snippet in The Times of 8th March, 
1997, under 'Autofax'. It said that 'Britain's 
first petrol pump was installed at Hale, Man
chester in 1919'. 1 am pretty sure that the gar
age was Harry Quick's on Hale Road bridge 
for his establishment has always been promi
nent in my memory, particularly so as a Ford 
agent in those early days. 

Harry Quick was a popular outstanding 
member of Timperley Golf Club when 1 was 
a junior caddie in the late 1920s and early 
1930&. ,He was quite a thick set chap but not 
very tall, always well dressed in his plus
fours and looking very prosperous. 

I remember that he always had one par
ticular caddie with red or ginger hair named 
Coleman <I think his first name was Tom) -
Tom was a good golfer in his own right who 
often played in various competitions around 
the county - an asset to Mr Quick 1 should 
think. 

. 

Tom must have been pretty strong for 
Harry Quick was renowned for having the 
largest golf bag which held more clubs than 
any other member. Tom Coleman lived in 
one of a row of old cottages in Police Street 
off Lower George Street very close to the old 
Police lock up - demolished in 191f! 1 think 
the cottages, which were adjacent to a small 
police sub station were police property. The 
name Police Street was certainly most appro
priate. 

The Old Altrincham Abattoir 
The site of the old 'Slaughter House' before 
the building of a new replacement near the 
gas works in Moss Lane was in Oakfield 
Street. 

The old building was later rented out to a 
Mr Truman who lived dose by in Egerton 
Terrace - he kept poultry, etc., in the build
ing and at the same time he sub-let part as a 
stable to a Mr Peter Leigh a coal merchant 
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also resident in Egerton Terrace - I  remem
ber many a ride on Mr Leigh's horse named 
Rosie. 

For sometime I used to supply Mr Tru
man with 'grit' for his poultry. 1 understand 
that the intake of grit through the poultry 
systems helped the birds to produce strong 
egg shells - the grit was scattered around the 
yard. 1 collected broken pottery from various 
sources - the main supply was salvaged 
from Altrincham rubbish tip behind the gas 
works when the attendant was not around -
pocket money was hard to come by in those 
days - 1 cannot see any youngster today 
trying to earn an extra penny this way. 

The collected pottery was broken up with 
a heavy hammer into very fine particles on a . 
large flat stone provided by Mr Truman. 

1 was paid according to the amount 1 
could supply - 1 usually earned 3d up to a 
silver sixpenny piece, which was called a 
'tanner'. 

The manager of the new abattoir in the 
19205 and 19305 was named Warburton. He 
had a son, Geoffrey, who at one time played 
for Altrincham Football Oub, the Robins. 

More about Croquet 
The article 'Anyone for Croquet' by Chris 
Hill was very good and certain sections were 
particularly interesting, especially the Stam
ford Hotel, Church Street. 1 believe that this 
hotel was at one time converted into a pri
vate dwelling by a Mr Armitage, who pur
chased it from Lord Stamford. I was also 
given to understand that the old building 
used to be a stage coach halt - this makes 
some sense for it was sited on the main route 
from Manchester to Chester. 

During the Second World War the build
ing was taken over by the military and was 
the local Home Guard HQ for E Company. 
The CO was Major E. Currie. 1 was a CSM 
under his command. There was a large area 
adjacent to Sta m ford House <as it was named 



during the war) which I understood used to 
be a bowling green or a croquet lawn. This 
area was the main 'parade ground'. I under
stand that the buildings were eventually de
molished. When I peruse the street map of 
Altrincham it appean that the Lynnfield of
fice block has been erected on the site. 

Local Enclosures of Common Land 
I also found the article about the Tithe Map 
Schedule of 1838 by Don Bayliss very inter
esting. He mentions low water meadows 
around Timperley Brook, which would have 
been held in common strips, by the nine
teenth century had long been 'privatised' 
and so, like the ploughlands (arable) were 
tithed. 

It was a general belief that many areas in 
and around Altrincham were added to the 
Stamford Estate by 'fencing' them in and 
claiming ownership. I always understood 
that this was a legal procedure according to a 
very old Act of Parliament called the Enclo
sure Act, which allowed any person or per
sons to 'fence' in any areas of land known as 
Common Land and if they could maintain 

the fence or hedge, etc., over a stipulated 
period of time they could claim possession. It 
is appreciated that fencing in a piece of land 
and maintaining the fence for a number of 
yeara could be quite costly. 

The idea of enclosure was born in the 
Middle Ages and developed over years. The 
timescale was: 

1 235 Statute authorised enclosures by lords 
of the manors. 

1517 Thomas Wolsey appointed a com
mission to enquire into land enclo
sures. 

1563 Legislation against enclosures was 
passed. 

1593 The 1563 Act or Statute against enclo
sures was repealed. 

1598 Legislation was again enacted against 
enclosures. 

1760-
1797 About 1500 enclosure acts were 

passed by Parliament 
1801 General Enclosure Act 
1815 Almost all usable farming land was 

enclosed. 

GOERING AS PROPERTY DEVELOPER 
The Bombing of 'Southwold', South Downs Road, Hale 

Roberl T. Needham 
These days one sees a half torn-down dwell
ing and assumes Sainsbury or Tesco are 
building a supermarket. Fifty years ago such 
a sight was unusual and when in August 
1940 my grandparents' home, 'Southwold', 
Hale was the first domestic property to be 
destroyed in the Cheshire County Council 
administrative area by enemy action in 
World War Two, half Hale came and 
blocked the route past the Bleeding Wolf pub 
into South Downs Road, to stand and stare. 
Access even for public services was possible 
for a while only from the Bowdon end. 
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It was not a direct hit - the high explosive 
bomb had landed leaving a crater to the right 
of the drive as it climbed to the house - but 
the blast had been enough to leave the build
ing uninhabitable. 

Fortunately my grandparents were away 
on a golfing holiday at Seascale in Cumber
land. Despite Dunkirk, an event which after 
all had occurred in Continental Europe 
where things only happened in newspapers, 
life for the British was still continuing largely 
normally. Well, for the upper middle classes 
at any rate. 



My grandparents had gone off in their 
mid-1930s Rolls Royce, a black one. Granny 
also had her own car, a white Mercedes Benz 
- an unusual choice for England in those 
days where people more commonly saw 
newsreels of Hitler riding round in one. 

This car was still in its place in the garage 
on the far side of the house. Both remained 
untouched by the bomb, and in those days of 
dotty stories among civilians, it was said that 
our family must have done a deal with Her
mann Goering, commander of the Luftwaffe. 
We had had work connections with Ger
many since the middle 19205 and my father 
Charles had been on a trip there as late as 
twelve months previously, in August 1939. 

The ironies of history are colossal, as 
someone once remarked, and I am writing 
this on holiday in the Lake District as RAF 
and Luftwaffe NATO planes weave around 
the fells making far more noise than they did 
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in the 194Os! Back to which I now return ... 
On the morning after the bomb, with the 

road outside packed by people, my father 
had an instinct to walk around the garden. 
There he spotted the fins of an unexploded 
firebomb in a hole where today 'South
wold's' tennis court is. The country was still 
10 naive as to be unware that these bombs 
were often dropped as a twosome. Thus it 
had not occurred to the Civil Defence to 
search for a second one. 

What of me in all this, a boy of eleven? 
The prospering family business in Manches.
ter, founded by my grandparents at the turn 
of the century, had enabled them to move 
from Brooks' Bar, Stretford to Woodlands 
Park, Timper1ey and finally Hale. I was born· 
In Ashton�n-Mersey and then in the mid-
19305 my parents had moved to Prestbury. A 
relief to my mother was the greater distance 
from Hale, ending the duty Sunday lunches 



.... c 



with my grandparents. At these my mother 
was on tenterhooks over my behaviour, and 
my father was not totally at ease either in the 
presence of his own father, under whose 
thumb he had already been working all 
week. 

-

Well we were all just getting up when our 
idyllic Prestbury existence was broken by a 
phone call from the Altrincham Civil 
Defence, then called A.R.P. or Air Raid � 
cautions. My mother was quick to pick up 
from one half of the conversation that some
thing was amiss. So too was I. 

My, father quietly purposeful and my 
mother agitated, they drove off in their Lan
cia - another Axis Powers product! - leaving 
me, to my annoyance, and my younger 
brother, in the care of the domestic help. 

Next day I was allowed to accompany 
them. The state of the house and garden 
shocked me. My other memories are of my 
father's co-directors collecting those of Ply 
grandparents' things that could be salvaged. 
One director held out a suit, saying, "I was 
hoping this bloody thing had been blown to 
bits. He's always in a bad mood when he 
wears it." The director then felt its inside 
pocket and found £100 in the old, large, 
white linen-paper fivers we had in those 
days. 

A piece of the bomb had gone right 
through a fireguard<um<offee table 
Granny had once fondly hand-embroidered. 
She spent much of the rest of the war meticu
lously mending it virtually invisibly, and I 
am pleased to have inherited it. 

A far bigger piece of bomb<asing passed 
through two walls and on into the hall. Its 
sharp edges filed smooth now, I still have it 
as a paperweight. 

My grandparents returned from Seascale, 
Granny already aware that her prized collec
tion of cut glass had gone. It is interesting to 
recall English _ cultural attitudes of those 
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days. My aunt told her very firmly not to cry, 
the British stiff upper-lip stuff. Today it is felt 
healthier to allow grief over loss to express 
itself. 

The end of the story: 'Southwold' was re
built with some government compensation 
but my grandparents never lived there 
again. After the Manchester Blitz, and the 
Broadheath bombs on the petrol storage 
tanks which caused a lot of distress for AI
trincham people, my grandparents and their 
grandchildren, including me, were self
evacuated to the Lake District. This was con
sidered a safe area - until the Germans re
membered that Vickers were at Barrow! Also 
the forerunner of SeIIafield was making poi
son gas. But we didn't know that at the 
time ... The government had been desperate 
to do something for West Cumberland un
employment. 

The family had planned to drive to Seas
cale for Christmas 1940, calling en route on 
one of the firm's suppliers near Kendal in 
order to utilise the business petrol allowance, 
as the ration for private purposes had 
become too low. But the business aspect took 
an unexpected turn when, the night before 
our drive, there occurred the first night raid 
on Manchester. The red sky from fire unset
tled even Cheshire residents. The next morn
ing we had to find a passable route to Great 
Ancoats Street first, to see if the firm's 
premises were still standing. They were, but 
even I at my age could sense in the car an un
convincing attempt to regain an atmosphere 
of 'golf as usual'. How much credibility the 
call on the Kendal suppliers was felt to have, 
by either party, I am unable to say. It �as put 
me off golf for life. 

After the war my grandparents retired to 
Surrey, and my generation found its way 
into other professions, having mostly lost in
terest in the family business, which WjlS sold 
off in the 1960s. 



I am myself now the family grandfather 
figure. Sometimes these events seem long 
ago; sometimes only yesterday. One can 
write them up in a semi-pcular manner, but 
tv does not convey the smell after an air raid. 

The war was a depressing experience. I am 
grateful my own grandchildren are free from 
these memories. Altrincham and Leicester, 
where I now live, are happier places today. 

THE ENGLISH BOROUGH IN THE THIRTEENTH 
CENTURY 

Following the Norman Conquest and up to 
the death of King John in 1 216, some 300 
charters. were granted to towns, creating 
them boroughs. The idea of forming b0-
roughs had been in operation on the Conti
nent for some time and as it was a profitable 
exercise for the local lord, the Normans in
troduced the practice into this country once 
they had established a settled administrative 
situation, first with royal boroughs, then ec
clesiastical boroughs and eventually, ordi
nary town boroughs. By 1300 about 4f1) b0-
roughs had been created, some twelve in 
Cheshire, of which about ten were founded 
between 1250 and 1300.1 AJtrincham re
ceived its charter in 1 290, the same year that 
the King granted Hamo de Masci the right to 
grant a town charter. The actual declaration 
by the lord, in front of witnesses, at a public 
ceremony, would have been the legally bind
ing part of the founding of the new borough. 
The borough contained laid out burgage 
plots and those who received a burgage, 
held their land by 'burgage tenure'} a spe
cial form of 'socage'] and were known as 
burgesses. Their position in the community 
was relatively freer than that of the villagers; 
they were obliged, however, to administer 
the township on behalf of the local lord. In 
return for privileges granted to the bur
gesses, the lord gained an extra source of in
come in taxes, freed himself of a large por
tion of administrative responsibility and 
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Chris Hill 
could call on the burgesses to carry out cer
tain duties. Although at this time, England 
was not heavily populated, the towns did 
have a greater concentration of inhabitants 
than the villages and certainly more than in 
the countryside. A lord could, therefore, 
charge a burgage holder a higher rent than 
for the surrounding areas. For a burgage 
plot, the rent might be 1 2d and for agricultu
ral land, 4d per acre. In Altrincham the size 
of a burgage was two by five Cheshire per
ches Oarger than elsewhere - like the Che
shire acre - their increased size being due to 
the very poor nature of the soil and meeting 
subsistence levels of farming); these perches 
were equivalent to 48 by 120 feet. The lord 
could also rely on the local courts to provide 
income in the form of fines and he would re
ceive his tax from each market transaction, 
so that creating a successful borough in
creased the lord's income considerably and, 
in turn, made it easier for him to meet his 
own expenses. 

As for the other inhabitants of the lord's 
domain, these were the villagers of whom 
there were two categories; 'tenants in soc
age', who held a slightly better position of 
status than the other class of villager, who 
were 'villeins,.4 The villein's position was 
one of a servile peasant who paid for his 
dwelling by a labour rent, being obliged to 
work on the lord's 'demesne'S for a certain 
number of days each week, or for a longer 



time at busy periods such as harvest. hay
time, or ploughing. There were other restric
tions: should a villein wish to give one of his 
womenfolk in marriage, or he himself want 
to marry, he was obliged to pay a 'fine" to 
his lord (or a license; nor oould he send his 
son to school without the payment of a simi
lar fine. There was a restriction when selling 
any of his animals, a fine having to be paid. 
If a villein wanted to sell land, he was first 
required to surrender the land to his lord 
and (or the purchaser to pay a fine to that 
lord. The lord could also, at will, impose a 
'tollage'? on his villeins. When a villein died, 
his estat� was taxed by the lord taking a 'h� 
riot.8 of his best beast and a surviving son 
would have to pay a heavy relief to succeed 
to his father's land. Any unmarried daughter 
surviving her father's death became a ward 
of the lord, who could then give her in mar
riage to whomsoever he chose, which would 
be heavily biased towards the highest bid
der. Thus the villein existed in a state of 
economic slavery. 

The second type of villager, the tenant in 
socage, was in a better state of existence. He 
paid for the use of his land by a rent, but 
even so he would usually be required to give 
some service on his lord's land at busy agri
cultural times of the year. He could sell both 
his land and his beasts without paying a fine 
and on his death, it was unusual (or his es
tate to be subject to a heriot. The kinsmen of 
a tenant were the guardians of his infant 
children and the lord had no control over the 
marriage of any unmarried daughters. 

The burgess, on the other hand, held his 
lands by 'burgage tenure', (or which he paid 
a money rent and, except in a few cases, he 
was exempt from all liability to work on his 
lord's demesne. Where a burgess was liable 
for some agricultural service, he did not 
necessarily have to work himself, but could 
provide someone else to plough, or reap, in 
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his stead. Another feature of burgage tenure 
was that a burgess could sell his land to any
one, with the general exceptions of the King, 
and the church. He could also go where he 
wished without having to obtain the per
mission of his lord, or the lord's steward. 
However, there were restrictions; in some 
towns, a burgess could not sell his house 
which he had inherited, without first giving 
his kinsmen an opportunity to buy at the 
same price as that which had been offered. It 
was also usual (or the undisputed title to a 
burgage to come into force only after a year 
and a day's occupation, but after that period 
a burgess could leave his burgage in his will 
to anyone, except as specified above. In his 
will, he could also leave the control of his 
children in the hands of an appointed guard
ian and could give his daughter in marriage 
without the consent of his lord. In Altrin
cham, all residents had to have their corn 
ground in the lord's mill, again another of>' 
portunity for the lord to acquire a tax, either 
as payment in money, or by taking part of 
the corn to be ground as a tithe. All baking of 
bread and pies, etc., had to be undertaken in 
the lord's bakehouse, thus avoiding the 
danger of fire in the burgages and other 
nearby buildings. 

The borough, apart from being an area of 
relative freedom, had the advantage in that it 
was an administrative unit controlled by the 
burgesses who appointed various officials 
from amongst themselves, responsible (or 
different facets of town management and 
backed up by a court capable of trying minor 
offences, settling disputes, or following up 
requests and suggestions. Many boroughs 
were hundreds in their own right and in 
these cases the court was often referred to as 
a hundred court. The borough courts were 
similar, but slightly superior to, the manor 
courts. Villagers could be summoned to 
manor or shire courts, but burgesses were 
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usually exempt from such summonses and 
were only subject to the borough court. The 
laws of borough courts did not follow a set 
code of rules, but in many respects were 
similar in that they inherited the Saxon laws 
used by courts prior to the Conquest. In their 
setting, therefore, they could be considered 
archaic, both in their method of administra
tion and in the way they operated. The Pre
Conquest rules of 'compurgation,10 (clearing 
from charge or accusation obtained by oaths 
of others), were usually preserved in these 
courts, long after inquests by witnesses and 
juries applied in other types of court. 

Notes 
1 .  Other Cheshire boroughs between 12.50 and 
1300: Congleton 1272/74; Knutsf'ord 1292; 
Knutsford Booths 1292; Macclesfleld 1261; 
Malpas 1288; Northwlch 1288; Over 1280; Stock
port 1260; and Tarporley 1281 /98. 
2. Burgrrge lenure - the tenure of a burgage In a 
charter town and for which a rent was paid, a 
sharing of various corporate rights and certain 
duties Imposed. 
3. SoaIge - a tenancy free of liability for military 
service and which could be passed on, usually 
to the eldest lIOn (primogeniture), the heir pa
ying a relief to work the land. Two types of 
socage: I) 'free socage' with services to the lord 
of the manor were honourable and fixed, and 11) 
'villein socage' where services rendered to the 
lord were of a humbler nature and specified. 
(The Black Death caused such a scardty of la
bour that the bargaining power of the villein 
was greatly Increased and as a result the condi
tions applying to a villein socage were grad
ually changed to copyhold.) Socage was 
abolished in 1660. 
4. Villeins - a term applied after the Conquest to 
a villager who was tied to a land-holding by 
labour duties and fines to the lord of the manor. 
He was not a slave, but his lord acted as a 
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'guardian', controlling most of his life. In this 
respect, he could not himself bring a case to a 
court, nor could he own land that was not 
taxed. 
5. Demesne - the lord of the manor's own land 
on which tenants were expected to render a 
certain number of services according to 1he 
tenns of their various tenandes. This would 
usuaUy be land belonging to the manor's 'home 
fann'. 
6. Fine - a money payment, or other benefit 
accrued to the manorial lord from a tenant. 
1. TolIlIgt - a tax levied by a lord of the manor on 
his tenants, usually Imposed at Mlchaelmas. It 
was replaced In the fourteenth century by other 
forms of local taxation. (The King could also 
Impose a tollage on the tenants of royal b0-
roughs. In London such a tollage was Imposed 
by King Henry 11 on the dtlzens on New Year's 
Day, and could be thought of as a forerunner of 
a Boxing Day tip for services rendered.) 
8. Heriol - a heriot was a fine pald on a land
holder's death by his heirs. In return, an heir 
had the right to limited grazing and share with 
other commoners the other fadlitles offered by 
the town meadow, etc. 
9. RLlief - a money payment made by an Incom
ing tenant to the manorial lord. 
10. Compurgrrlion - a system whereby an ac
cused might prove his standing as a good mem
ber of the community and therefore his in
nocence, by getting twelve others of similar 
standing to swear an oath that he was of good 
character. By similar standing Is meant 'of equal 
value In werglld', this being the monetary value 
of a man's life; 110, remembering that this was a 
Saxon concept, a coerl's wergild would be, say 
200s,and a thane's wergild, 1200s, etc. 
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THE IMPENDING DISAPPEARANCE OF 
CARRINGTON MOSS 

Carrington today is  a small cluster of houses 
and a group of farms adjacent to a large in
dustrial complex lying in the valley of the 
river Mersey. It is low IvinK and though 2S 
miles direct from the coast is only a little 
over 50 feet above sea level. It gave its name 
to the former wet,land of Carrington Moss 
which rises to 75 feet and once extended to 
Broadheath. The Mersey was historically the 
boundary between Lancashire and Cheshire. 

In the late nineteenth century industriali
sation and commerce cause massive residen
tial growth around Manchester, some of the 
importance of the dty being due to the cre
ation of Manchester as a port following the 
building of the�anal in 1894. But even today, 
Carrington has not been swamped by subur
ban building due to poor communications 

. , to the city. In contrast, its neighbour 
Partington has expanded considerably due 
to proximity to the Ship Canal and adequate 
ground for building. Both suffered from 
poor road links. Also the village occupied 
only a dry strip on the banks of the Mersey 
with little room for expansion because 
though its township was huge, over 2,000 
acres, this extended southwards from the 
Mersey to encompass Carrington Moss. 

This wetland was originally a mire of 
sphagnum moss, heather and birch tree 
heath drained and improved in the late nine
teenth century. It dates from the withdrawal 
of ice in the last ice age abo\!t 10,000 years 
age when peat and assodated vegetation col
onized a shallow mere which occupied hol
lows in the gladated landscape. The existing 
area of peat, over 800 acres and more than 1 2  
feet deep, i s  smaller than its original size due 
to drying and improvement for farming in 
which peat has been turned into loam. 
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Don Bayliss 
Carrington's history was complex. Its 

origin was as a hall and cluster of hou�, a 
frontier post between two hostile Anglo
Saxon kingdoms and later in medieval times 
it was a feudal knight's manor on the border 
between two counties palatine. It then be
came a quiet rural backwater up to the last 
quarter of the nineteenth century. From the 
late sixteenth century onwards the manor of 
Carrington was owned by the Booths of 
Dunham Massey (earls of Warrington), and 
then, from the mid�ghteenth century on
wards by the Greys (earls of Stamford and 
Warrington). From 1885 Carrington Moss ac
quired a highly productive market garde
ning industry. After the First World War the 
areas north and west of the moss were in
dustrialised but today most of the heavy in
dustry has gone, leaving many derelict areas. 
Carrington is still partly rural, though this 
will not be for long. 

Looking at all or any of these historic fea
tures would be very rewarding. Here it is 
only possible to look briefly at one, the ef
fects of the reclamation of Carrington Moss. 

From the late eighteenth century some 
fields were intensively farmed for market 
produce, especially vegetables for the grow
ing Manchester markets. There were sheds 
for animals and for growing vegetables 
under cover. Vegetables were taken by road 
to Manchester either across the river through 
Flixton by cart, eastwards to Ashton-on-Mer
sey and the main Chester to Manchester 
Road, southwards to Altrincham or by boat 
along the Irwell-Mersey system. In 1873 the 
railway from Stockport tQ Warrington was 
built and this provided another outlet for 
produce with a station at West Timperley. 

About this time the Earl of Stamford 
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drained 200 acres of the moss to increase the 
crop yield of the area but this still left a vast 
area of unimproved or partly improved bog 
and heath. An improved Irwell-Mersey navi
gation system (before the building of the 
Manchester Ship Canal) and the railway 
made the reclamation of the mossland more 
feasible. by providing the means to bring 
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equipment for draining, and marl with 
which to improve the acid soil and fertilize 
it, and better outlets for produce. However, 
the practice of marling died out as pits were 
exhausted by the 1880s and human excre
ment became the chief available fertiliser. At 
the same time the authorities in Manchester 
Corporation were looking for a place to dis-



pose of increasing amount of 'nightsoil', of 
the enormous order of 200,000 tons per 
annum, in the period before the develop
ment of adequate sewers and sewage farms. 
The benefit of applying human excrement to 
improve soil had been known since time im
memorial and in the absence of water closets 
the nightsoil of Manchester had been ga
thered, concentrated and dumped in . pits 
and waste ground around Manchester, but 
the Corporation's dumping sites were near
ing the end of their capacities. 

Manchester Corporation owned part of 
Chat Moss and just across the Irwell-Mersey 
from Carrington leased 500 acres of Barton 
Moss where a short horse-drawn wagon sys
tem on rails helped distribute the waste on 
that mossland, disposing the waste and im
proving the soil. The waste came by barge 
from Manchester to a wharf on the former Ir
well. 

In the late nineteenth century Carrington 
Moss contained a popular 750 acre heather 
moor grouse shoot and on other parts there 
was arable cultivation and grazing for cattle 
and horses. It has also been argued there 
may have been grubbing for small amounts 
of coal in shallow 'delves', though this is not 
proven. It was popular with botanists who 
wrote of collecting from a 'paradise' of wild 
flowers. All this was to be severely curtailed. 
In 1885 the Earl of Stamford offered to sell 
1,500 acres of Carrington Moss to Manches
ter Corporation for waste disposal at £15 an 
acre for £38,000 and this offer was accepted. 

A wharf was built on the Carrington side 
of the Irwell-Mersey to receive waste from 
Manchester by barge. To distribute the night
soil on to the moss, a rectangular network of 
roads was laid out using other waste such as 
ashes and grit from the city and hollows 
were levelled with hardcore waste. Also 12 
miles of a 2 foot 6 inches narrow gauge rail
way or tramway were built from the wharf 
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along the new roads t o  carry sewage and 
there was a link to the standard gauge sys
tem near Timperley. The moss railway was 
worked by three small steam locomotives 
with trains of dropside and tipper trucks. 
Corporation Cottages, still there, was a ter
race which housed workers on the system 
near the line and can be dated from this time. 

The undrained part of the mire and heath 
was divided into rectangular 8-acre fields, 
and drainage ditches dug and some pumps 
provided to empty drains into the brooks 
and rivers. Nightsoil from the railway trucks 
was dumped at 75 tons to the acre. The fields 
were sown with potatoes for two years fol
lowed by oats, clover and rye. By 1888 over 
500 acres had been improved; by 1889 all the . 
area had been leased out to farms. By 1899 
half a million tons of sewage had been 
tipped into the area. That the characteristic 
output from the moss eventually became 
succulent vegetables was a reflection of the 
value of the fertiliser. That the produce was 
mainly for the people of Manchester, the 
source of the sewage, provided an early, 
huge example of the recycling of waste. The 
system reclaimed a raw bog, offered a place 
to dump sewage, provided over 1,000 acres 
of productive farmland and work for hun
dreds of men and women, it continued to 
supply local farms with fertilizer for another 
half century after the main reclamation and 
yielded a revenue to the Corporation in the 
form of farm leases and manure sold. 

Several late nineteenth century farms 
were built and acres of glasshouses covered 
the area, most now gone. The drainage of 
what was originally a domed or 'raised bog' 
led to it drying out and dropping in height 
by many feet to almost a level plain. Dried 
out peat areas were worked for many years 
by companies who supplied peat for gardens 
and to make dog biscuits. 



In 1894 the Irwell-Mersey system was ca
nalised into the Manchester Ship Canal and a 
new Carrington Wharf was built. Sewage 
trains now worked from lines relaid to this 
wharf. 1be produce from the farms was sent 
by the tramway to the new wharf on the 
canal or to the standard gauge stations at 
Timperley and F1ixton, or by cart to Man
chester. The work of the people in Carring
ton can be seen from a directory of 1910 to 
have reflected market gardening. There were 
farmers, gardeners, blacksmiths and basket 
makers, the last mentioned products made 
from osiers on the moss were used in the 
gardening industry. Dumping continued on 
the farms for fertiliser until almost the Sec
ond World War and the writer remembers as 
a boy in the 1930s riding through the moss 
on the last smelly tipper truck of a twenty 
truck train. The tramway was lifted in 1938 
and most traces of it have disappeared. 

A huge petro-chemical plant developed 
between the wars eventually creating a vast 
industrial area in a planned rectangular net
work of roads which occupied a large area 
south of the Manchester road at Carrington. 
In 1952 a towering dual<himneyed, coal
powered power station was built north-west 
of the village occupying the whole of north 
Carrington as far as the Ship Canal. The dis
trict today is crossed by lines of unsightly 
electricity pylons. Coal to power the new sta
tion came from Yorkshire along a standard 
gauge branch railway built from the Stock
port to Warrington line along the track of the 
earlier narrow gauge system. West of Car
rington Moss acres of fuel storage tanks were 
constructed. Partington acquired a cooling 
basin connected to the railway line, also a 
large gas plant and associated industries. 
Many farms and residences were swept 
away for space for these giant concerns. 

However, most of this heavy industrial 
activity was short-lived. The power station 
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had a life of only forty years until 1996 and 
its vast site is now a wasteland used for 
dumping rubbish, a storage compound for 
thousands of new cars and a large electricity 
substation. The standard gauge railways sys
tem to the power station has been lifted re
cently. The petrochemical plant area appears 
little better with many empty buildings, 
though part of the chemical-based industry 
stiD exists and some tall metal chimneys still 
emit smoke. The area also contains a busi
ness park, a container base, a trailer base, a 
golf range and a large car park for Manches
ter Airport (10 miles away). Many enter
prises and plots of disused land are unattrac
tively sealed off by rusting high security 
fences and gates. In some parts brushwood 
and weeds are reclaiming sites. The roads 
where viable works exist are choked with 
large industrial vehicles. Some farming 
exists mainly in the form of pasture such as 
for horses for riding schools as at Dainewell 
farm but patches of land for farming are so 
disrupted that much of what is left is un
tended, wild ground. Common Lane Farm is 
now a garden centre. Carrington Hall Farm 
has gone, its site is now a recreation ground. 
Two farms in the moss were recently identi
fied for closure for a large sports area. 
Nevertheless, in one or two wet corners of 
the former moss where the black peaty soil is 
stiD visible and natural vegetation abounds it 
is still possible to imagine the former state of 
Carrington Moss as a mire. 

The drainage and drying out of the peat 
enabled farming to carried on the moss and 
has led to stability in the soil making it 
possible to build on. There has, in fact, been 
little recent residential building on Carring
ton village except a small housing estate, 
originally for power station workers and an
other along the east side of Ackers Lane for 
chemical workers. In contrast on the west 
side of the moss in Partington and on the 



east side in Ashton-on-Meney housing has 
steadily encroached on the former mossland 
replacing farms. The nineteenth century � 
tanists would not find much of interest to 
them now. Several hundred new houses are 
now planned for the moss area on the south 
side and soon the moss will have disap
peared like others at Stretford, Timperley 
and Hale. Such are the results of an initiative 

made possible by the sale of the moss by the 
Earl of Stamford just over a hundred years 
ago. 

The following are thanked for information 
or source material: JiII Groves, Chris Hill, 
Peter Kemp, Dr Mike Nevell and the Univer
sity of Manchester Archaeological Unit, R. 
Nicholls and Jayne Britton and staff of Traf
ford Local Studies Centre. 

Other Local History Society Programmes 
Ashton and Sale History Society 
Meets at the Oaremont Centre, Oaremont 
Road, Sale, on the first Wednesday of every 
month except January at 7.3Opm. 
1 st April, 1998, 'Howard Carter and Tutank
hamen'. 
6th May, 1998, 'Mining as Depicted Through 
Art'. 
3rd June, 1 998, 'Votes for Women'. 
1st July, 1 998, 'Trafford Conservation Up-
date'. 

. 

5th August, 1 998, 'Civil Registration'. 
2nd September, 1998, to be advised. 
7th October, 1998, 'The Passing Trade 
(Photographers)'. 
4th November, 1998, AGM and 'Old Photo
graphs of Ashton and Sale'. 
2nd December, 1998, Xmas Buffet. 

Bumley and Dislrid Historical Society 
Meets at the New Church Centre, Briercliffe 
Road, Burnley, at 7.15pm. 
2nd April, 1998, 'How War Can be Good for 
Your Health'. 

Chadderton Historical Society 
Meets at Chadderton Celltral Library, 
Middleton Road, Chadderton, Oldham at 
7.30pm on the first Thursday of each month. 
Visitors' donations gratefully received. 
2nd April, 1998, '0 Praise Ye the Lord': chur
ches and chapels of Chadderton. 
7th May, 1998, AGM 
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Crompton Local History Society 
Meets at Crompton Library, Farrow Street 
East, Shaw, Oldham at 7.30pm on the fourth 
Wednesday on each month. 
22nd April, 1998, 'Tiffany - A History of Tif
fany Glass'. 
27th May, 1998, 'Within 10 Miles ofShaw'. 
24th June, 1998, The Life of Samuel Bam
ford'.  
22nd July, 1998, 'Remember When?' 
26th August, 1998, 'Over, Under and by the 
Sea': 
23rd September, 1998, 'Hatting, Stockport 
and the New Museum'. 
28th October, 1998, 'A hall for All Seasons 
A History and the Development of the Free 
Trade Hall'. 
25th November, 1998, 'The Co-op - The 
People's Business'. 

Ranulf Higden Society 
Meets at various venues 
25th April, 1998, meeting at Keele University 
(subject to be announced later) 
October 1998, The Medieval Arts', John Ry
lands Library, Manchester. 
For more details contact the Hon. Secretary, 
J. Sulton, 5 8eechwood Drive, Alsager, 
Stoke-on-Trent ST7 2HG, tet. 01 270 878787. 

Historic Society of Lancashire and Che
shire 
Meets in the Roscoe Room (5th Aoor) the 
Central Libraries, William Brown Street, 



Liverpool, at 7.00pm unless stated otherwise 
23rd April, 1998, 'Liverpool and Africa in the 
nineteenth century: the continuing connec
tion', Maritime Museum, Liverpool. 
14th May, 1998, 'Liverpool learned societies 
in the first half of the nineteenth century: the 
Historic Society and its companions', Liver
pool Athenaeum. 
17th September, 1998, 'Provincial interna
tionalism: foreign art in mid nineteenth<en
tury Liverpool and Manchester', County 
Sessions House, next to walker Gallery, WiJ
liam Brown Street (Mill Lane entrance), 
Liverpool 
15th October, 1998, The middle<lasses, his
tory and culture in north-west England, 
c.1840-19OO', County Hall, Chester. 
19th November, 1998, 'Oio, culture, and the 
city: historical societies in their nineteenth
century urban context', Senate House, 
University of Liverpool. 

Irlam, Cad is head and District Local Hi ... 
tory Society 
Meets at Irlam Library at 7.30pm. 
15th April, 1 998, '1891 and All That'. 
20th May, 1998, The King's Highway'. 

Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian 
Society 
Meets at various venues in and around Man
chester at various times. For more details 
contact Mr Morris Carratt, Hon. Secretary, 
59 Malmesbury Road, Cheadle Hulme, 
Cheadle, Cheshire SK8 7QL 
3rd April, 'Pac�ging plays - an aspect of 
popular culture in Lancashire cotton towns', 
Friends Meeting House, Mount Street, Man
chester. 
29th April, Visit to the Museum of Science 
and Industry, Liverpool Road, Manchester -
meet 2.30pm in the Museum Entrance Hall. 
1 3th May, Excursion to Melior, 7.00pm. 
6th June, Visit to St. Deniol's Library, Ha
warden, Flintshire, Saturday, 2.30pm at the 
Library. 
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5th July, Visit to Scarisbrick Hall, Ormskirk, 
Sunday, 2.00pm at Scarisbrick Hall School. 

New Moston History Society 
Meets at New Moston Library, Nuthurst 
Road, New Moston on the 1 st and 3rd Mon
days of each month at 6.30pm, and .also a 
speaker at 2.00pm on the third Friday of each 
month. 
F ridtly fa lies 
17th April, 1998, 'Manchester Cathedral'. 
15th May, 1998, to be arranged. 
19th June, 1998, talk by Mr and Mrs Rowton 
on their Golden Wedding, their visit to Buck
ingham Palace and their 'makeover' in the 
BBC tv programme 'Style Challenge'. 

North West Gas Historical Society 
Not all dates and locations known, so where 
interested contact the Secretary, Diane 
Smith, clo I & C sales, British Cas plc, Hind 
Street, Birkenhead L41 SOB. Subscriptions 
are now £5.00 per year for members. 
23rd April, 1998, 'Conversion', Spar Road, 
Bolton. 

RamsboUom Heritage Society 
Meetings at 7.45pm on the third Wednesday 
of each month in the Civic Hall, Ramsbot
tom. 
15th April, 1998, 11 th Birthday Meeting -
'Aspects of Nature'. 
20th May, AGM and The History of Brass 
Bands'. 

Salford Local History Society 
Meets at Midwood Hall, Eccles Old Road, 
Salford 6 on the last Tuesday of the month, at 
7.30pm. (Buses 67 and 68 stop nearby.) 
31st March, 1998, 'Salford is my City' (slides 
from the collection of the late Mr Arthur 
Morris). 
28th April, 1998, AGM. 

South Trafford Archaeology Group 
(STAG) 
Meets at the Sf AG Display Centre, Timper-
ley Old Hall Hotel, at 7.3Opm. 



27th March, 1998, 'Footprints in the Land
scape: Evidence of Bronze Age man at 
Formby Point'. 
24th April, 1998, 'WilIiam Bligh of the 
Bounty: Hero or villain7' 
29th May, 1998, 'Misericords'. 
No meetings JunelJuly / August. 
25th September, 1998, 'Crucks, Bricks and 
Buildings'. 
23rd October, 1998, The Black Prince in ea. 
cony'. 
27th November, 1998, AGM. 
4th December, 1998, Xmas Party. 

Stock port Historical Sodety 
Meets at Tiviot Dale Methodist Church on 
the third Friday of each month at 7.45pm. 
Visitors £1 .00. 
17th April, 1998, 'Norton Priory'. 

15th May, 1998, AGM and 'A New Look at 
Old Wedding Photographs' (Derek Richbell) 
June 1998, summer outing - to be a n
nounced. 

Slretford Local History Society 
Meets at the Public Hall, Chester Road, Stret
ford, on the third Thursday of each month 
between September and July at 7.3Opm. 
Membership fee £5.00. Visitors £1 per meet
ing 
16th April, 1998, The Story of Meecano'. 
21st May, 1998, The YMCA in Manchester'. 
18th June, 1998, Visit - to be arranged 
16th July, 1998, 'Elizabeth Gaskell and Char
lotte Bronte - A Manchester Friendship'. 
17th September, 1998, AGM 

LOCAL BOOKS 
When Grllndllll was 11 lAd by Dennls Calms (se�f
publisher), 18 Pen-y-Ghent Way, Bamoldswlck, 
Colne, Lancashire BB8 SPY. 21cm, paperback, 
107pp, 13 Illustrations, 1 map, fA.80 (P&p 75p). 
No ISBN. 

ThJs book Is based on the diaries of a Bar
noldswlckcotton weaver, 1870-75. 

Bishop Leyburn's Confirmlltion Rtgisttr of 1687 
edited by J.A. HUton, etc., North West Catholic 
History Society, 10 Ellesmere Road, Pemberton, 
Wlgan WN5 9LA. Hardback, £24.00. ISBN 0 
9514615 8 3. 

Mllnchester: 7his Good Old Town' -An nlustrllted 
Anthology by Ann Brooks and Bryan Haworth, 
Cameg\e Publishing. Paperback, £6.95. ISBN 1 
85936 0343. 

Bolton in Old Photographs by' Chrls DrIver. 
Paperback, £9.99. ISBN 0 7509 0974 9. 
Stockport in Old Photographs by Cliff Hayes. 
Paperback, £9.99. ISBN 0 7509 1682 6. 

Both published Sutton Publishing. 

Old Ordnanu Survey MAps of lAncashire. Trllfford 
Park. Paperback, £1 .95. ISBN 0 85054 908 6. Pub
lished by Alan Codfrey Maps, 12 The Off Quay 
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Build Ins. Found ry Lane, Newcastle NE6 1 LH. 

The Really lAncashire Book edited by Bob � 
son, Landy Publishing, 'Acorns', 3 Staining 
Rise, Staining, Blackpool FY3 OBU. Paperback, 
96pp, Illustrations, £6.00. ISBN 1 872895 36 0. 

This Is based on Bob Dobson's excellent and 
much missed Relllly lAncashire MAglI%ine. It 
should appeal to all those with a love of all 
things Lancashire. 

A Guide to Rtstllrch Services, Resourus IInd Stllff 
by Chester Archaeology, 27 Grosvenor Street, 
Chester CHI 200. Paperback, 20pp. No other 
Information. 

BowrIon Wills: Wills IInd Probate Invtntories from 11 
Cheshire Township. Part 1: 1600-50 transcribed 
and edited by JilI Groves and Pat Hlgglnbot
tom, Northern Writers Advisory Services, 77 
Marford Crescent, Sale, Cheshire M33 4DN. 
Paperback, fA.50 (or fA.OO at Altrlncham His
tory Soclety meetings). ISBN 0 9517782 6 9. 

ROmAns tlnd Britons in North WtSt Englimd by 
David Shotter, Centre for North-West Re
gional Studies, Fylde College, Lancaster 
University LA 1 4YF. Paperback, new and re-



vised edition, £6.95. ISBN unknown. 

Magazines 
Browsings, the journal of South Trafford Archae- toria'; 'The evolution of a listed bUilding In 
ologkal Group (Sf AG), Noe.69 and :70. A4, 6pp WUmslow: the Wllmslow Meeting House'; 
and 4pp, 4 Issues a year, membenhlp £7.00 'Poor Law on the Wirral: the guardians' ver-
(£8.00 In 1998). Available from Mn J. Barton, ,Ion'; 1mprovements In the IIvlng condltlona of 
Membenhlp Secretary, IS Hal,tead Grove, Bax- Chester's working cla,s between 1840 and 
terPark, GatleySK8 4HJ. 1890'. 

Items In No.69 Include: 'Chalnnan's Notes'· 
'Wepyns and the Arte of Shutyng'; 'Projects� 
Tlmperley Moat; Uttle Bollington Survey; High 
Legh'; 'Pits, Pots and Castles In the Air'· 
'Abroad In Brief: Israel; Iraq; Pakistan'. 

' 

Items In No.:70 Include: 'Chairman's Notes'; 
'HIgh Legh: Geophyskal survey at Park Farm'· 
'Abroad In Brief: USA - Bones of contention � 
Was King Arthur a Sarmatlan cavalry man?'; 
Barleycastle Farm'; 'TImperley Moat'. 

Cheshire Archives and LoaJI Studies NtwSldtu, 
No.11 ,  Autumn 1997. A4, 4pp, FREE, 2 Issues a 
year. Available from The Editor, ArchivtS and 
Loa" Studies NtwSldtu, Cheshire Record Offke 
DukeStreet,ChesterCH1 1RL. ' 

Items Include: 'The Other Crompton ... The 
Collection of Cheshire Writer Frances E. 
Crompton Comes to the Record Office'; 'Home 
Help for Your Records'; 'Wills - the continuing 
saga'; 'From Washway Road to Wlncham ... piC
tures from an early album'; 'Local Studies Up
grade for Neston Library'; 'The Long March of 
the CPRTP'; 'From the Shaleerley Chest'; 'How 
to Cook a Husband'; 'Parish Reglsten In LI
braries - Update'; 'The Historic Towns Survey'; 
1s Cleanliness Desirable?' (letters to the Cllntu 
Chronicle 100 years ago). 

Cheshire History, No. 37, 1997-98, Cheshire Com
munity Council and University College, Chea
ter. AS, 1 12pp, 1 Issue a year, £4.50. Available 
from c/o Or Peter Gaunt, Department of His
tory, University College Chester, Cheyney 
Road, ChesterCH1 4BJ. 

Artkles Include: 'A prehistoric pine wood
land at L1ndow Moss, near Wllmslow; 'Maiden 
Castle, Blcleerton: research and repair of a hlU
fort'; 'A bull's head escutcheon from Brereton'; 
'The Origins of Over and DamhaU'; 'A survey 
of Pulford Castle'; 'Wllllam Prynne's reception 
at Chester In 1637; 'The landscape and town
scape of Tarporley from the Restoration to Vlc-

Cllntu Loa" History, the Local History Newslet
ter for the Chester District, Winter 1997/98. A4, 
4pp, 3 Issues a year, FREE. Available from 
Chester Archives, Town Hall, Chester CHI 2HJ. 

Items Include: 'The Story of the Eastgate 
Clock - A Historical Detective Story'; 'Discover 
Crane Wharf; 'Chester CD-Rom Update'; 'Par
Ish Registers on Mkrofllm'; 'Documenting the 
Past'; Events Diary. 

Friends of lAnCIIshire Archives NtwSldtu, Nos.« 
and 45, August and November 1997. A4, 10pp,4 
Issues a year, £5.00 a year membership. Avail
able from Or Brenda M. Fox, Newsletter Editor, 
12 Derby Road, Garstang, Preston PR3 1EU. 

Items In No.« Include: 'Record Offke 
News'; 'New Catalogues'; 'Where there's a 
will .. .'; 'Recent events - Cruise on the Leeds 
and Liverpool Canal, 7th June, 1997'; 'More 
about the canal'. 

Items In No.45 Include: 'Secretary's Report'; 
'Lancashire Record Office Open Day: Saturday, 
ht November, 1997; 'A Walk Around Penwor
tham with Barbara Pldcock'; 'Forthmmlng 
Events'; 'Regiments of Stone'; 'Craftsmen and 
Tradesmen In Early lancashire'; 'New Cata
logues Update'. 

Friends of Trafford LoaJI Studies Centre NtwSldtu, 
No.6, Christmas 1997. A4, 22pp, FREE (apart 
from £1.00 one-off registration fee). Available 
from Trafford Local Studies Centre, Sale LI
brary, Tatton Road, Sale, Cheshire M33 1 YH. 

Items Include: 'Sale Civic Society'; 'Places to 
VIsIt..'; New Book Titles; 'Are You a House De
tective?'. 

Gaslight, Newsletter of the North West Gas His
toric Society, Nos.59, 60 and 62, September / Oc
tober, November 1997 and February 1998. A4, 
6pp, £5.00 per year for 9 Issues or £4.00 to afll
laled lIOd�es. Available from Terry Mltchell, 
editor, GaslIght, Old Bamshaw Cottage, Pepper 



Street, MobberIey, Cheshire WAI66JH. 
ltema m 59 Include: 'The Stockpon Cu 

Scandal'; 'Curate as Gas Stoker'; 'Gas m Mauri
tius'; "State of Welfare - 1919'; 'Gas from Oil 
and Water'; 'Not so Sunny Skegneaa'; 'Gas and 
the G�t War'; 'Wrought Iron Retorts'. 

Items m No. 60 include: 'ExpIoden, force 
pumps and A TU,'; 'Historical Sketch of North
ampton Gas Company'; 'CIegg, Grafton and 
Larkum'; 'The GasUght Company Goee 10 
War'; Can You Help? 

Items in No.61 include: 'wslight Gleamings'; 
'Gaslight Goes to War. the death of Sergt. Har
vey'; 'Puzzle Corner'; 'Dickens of a family: the 
Ways, who are lampUghten'; 1amea Colgu
houn'; 'Separate Gas Supply and Distribution 
pleads MP (1849)'; 'On the Buses 2'; 'The First 
shaU last'; 'Striking Performance'. 

Greater MAnchester Courier, Nos.57, 58 and 59, 
July, September and November 1997. A4, 6pp, 4 
issues a year, £2.00 a year (for postage only). 
Available from Greater Manchester record Of
f1ce, 56 Marshall Street, New Cross, Manchester 
M4 5FU. 

News items in No.57 including: impending 
GMRO move to the Dude Street Warehouse at 
Piccadilly Gateway; 'Archives Elsewhere' (in
cluding an obituary of the much missed Davld 
Loverseed); update on the building work at 
Chetham's Library; news on the mammoth 
Cheshire Parish Register Transcription Project; 
Archlss project on data relevant to cUmate his
tory; 'Notes, News and Events'. 

News items In No.58 include: 'The Big 
Ship... (fasclnatlng piece on the origins of a 
children's song-game whkh many people 
played in their childhood); 'Archival Institu
tions' (including the damage done 10 Polish 
archives, dating back to the sixteenth century, 
by the flooding of the River Oder); 1.lst of Ser
vice Burials of Phll1ps Park Cemetery' (mostly 
First World War). 

News items in No.59 include: 'GMCRO 
News'; Archive News'; 'Notes, News and 
Events'; 'Snippets' (Including that Labrador 
dogs were originally imported from Labrador 
as barge dogs - 'they swam ashore with the 
boat ropes in their mouths'); 'The More Things 
Change .. .' (a comparison of Items from the 
papers of the Earls of Wilton with the workinn
gs of the Child Support Agency, the modem 
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Dame for the Oveneen of the Poor). 

T7v Griffin, newsletter of the Chadderton His
torical Society, No.5, October 1 997. A4, 2pp, un
known number of issues a year, membenhip 
subscription 0.00 a year. Available from Mr M 
Lawson, Secretary, Chadderton Historical S0-
ciety, 18 Moreton Street, Chadderton 01..9 OLP. 

Items include: 'The Vktorians'; 'Pidorilll Hi� 
tory of Clwlthrton'; 'Co-operation between S0-
cieties'; 'Chadderton's Growth 1801-191 1 '; 'Re
quests and Queries'; 'The Pump House: 
People's HiStory Museum'; 'Degree In Local 
History'; 'From the Journals'. 

Heritage News from s"Ifortl Qutlys, No.5, VoL 1 ,  
Winter/Spring 1997/98. A4, 4pp, 2 issues a 
year, FREE. Available from Salford Quays He
ritage Centre, 3 The Quays, Sa I ford MS 2SQ. 

Items include: 'Another Salford Artist' 
(about Tom Dodson); 'The Mystery of the Big 
Ship'; 1.owry Centre'; War Museum'; 'Salford 
Quays Facilities'. 
Historic Society of lAnauhirt antl Cheshire News
Idter, No.9, January 1998. A4, 4pp, 4 issues a 
year, annual membership subscription £12.00 
(including 1 TraftSllctions). Available from Mar
garet Procter, Newsletter Editor, University of 
Liverpool, P.O. Box 123, Liverpool L69 3DA. 

Items Include: 'As We Were - Part 2'; 'forth
coming Lectures'; 'Events and Courses'. 

The Mundling Stick, newsletter of the Lion Salt 
Works Trust, Vol.3, Nos.2, 3 and 4, Summer, 
Autumn and Winter 1997. A4, 4pp, 4 issues a 
year, FREE. Available from Nkk Davies, Project 
Assistant, Lion Salt Works Trust, Ollershaw 
Lane, Marston, Northwkh CW9 6ES. 

Items in No.2 include: 'Web site for Lion Salt 
Works (http://www.llonsaltworkstrust.co.uk); 
'Two MPs visit during Museums Week '97'; 
'Museums Week'; 'Two New Student Projects'; 
'Retirement of Trust's Company Secretary'. 

Items in No.3 Include: 'Founding Sponsor 
Scheme'; 'Manchester Business School: Entre
preneur Scheme'; 'Heritage Open Days '97 and 
TArnS: Tool and Trade History Society'; 
'Tools of the Trade No.4 Guillotine'; 'OHS'; 
'World Monuments Watch'; 'Dates for your 
Diary'. Also web site at www.llonsaltwork
strust.co.uk. 

Items In No.4 include: 'Mersey Basin Panel 
at the Uons Works'; 1-Ienry Thompson (last 



owner) Visits Salt Works'; 'On Going'; 'Focus 
Group Look at Salt'; 'Lock Gralam CP School, 
Learn About Salt Making'. 

Nt'W Moston History Society NtwSlettu, No.7, De
cember 1997. AS, 4pp, 2 or 3 issues a year, su� 
saiption unknown. Available from lrene � 
ton, Secretary, New Moston, 27 Parkleigh 
Drive, New Moston, Manchester M40 3RZ 

Items Include: 'Old Moston Characten'; a 
poem; and a few macabre facts to enliven the 
Christmas party. 

OIdhllm Load Studies Library Nn»sldtu, No.4. 
A4, 4pp, 2 Issues a year, FREE. Available from 
Old ham Local Studies Library, 84 Union Street, 
Oldharn.OLt IDN. 

Items Include: 'Bringing Butterworth back to 
life'; 1-IIs own little place In local history' (obi
tuary of Roy Moses); 'Oldham Branch 
flourishes'; 'Oldham's archives rommemora
tlng Churchill'; 'Old you know?'; 'New Micro-
film Purchased'. 

Over Wyre HistoriCIII /our""I, 1997. Price 0.00 
(SOp plcp). Available from the Publications Sec
retary, Mn M.A. Hlndle, 'Windy Ridge', Gar
stang Road, Cockerham, Lancaster LA2 OEG. 

Past Forward, newsletter of Wlgan Heritage Ser
vice, No.17, Autumn/Winter 1997. A4, 2Opp, 3 
Issues a year, FREE (but donation very wel
rome). Available from The Heritage Services 
Manager, Editor, Past Forward, The Heritage 
Service, Market Suite, Market Hall, The Gal
leries, Wigan WNI IPX. 

Articles include: 'Tracing the ancient high
ways from Wigan to Stand ish' (written as a 
dedication to the late Len Marsden of Wlgan 
Family History Society); 'News from the 
Archives'; 'Len's Indispensable Legacy'; 
'Wigan's pioneer lady councillor'; 'Atherton 
Parish Church: another perspective'; 'Thowd 
Work Heause (or Mount Tabor), Lowton'; 'The 
treasure of Park Lane'; 'Tyldesley Swimming 
Club: the forgotten yean'; 1 remember when .. .' 

Past Uncovued, 'The, quarterly newsletter of 
Chester Archaeology, Autumn 1997. A4, 4pp, 4 
issues a year, FREE. Available from Chester Ar-

chaeology, Grosvenor Museum, 27 Grosvenor 
Street,ChesterCH1 2DD. 

Items In Autumn 1997 Include: 'Unravelling 
the story ... more Intriguing discoveries at Poul
ton' (on the search for the 'lost' abbey of Poul
ton); 'Looking down on Cheshire'; 'New Treas
ure Act' (explaining the workings of the new 
Treasure Act which came Into force on 24th 
September); 'Bridge Street' (Include a skate); 
Historic Towns Survey'. 

Items In Winter 1997 Include: 'Prehistory In 
the park'; 'Under the church floor'; 'Miller of 
[)ee'; 'Portable antiquities'; 'Alderley Edge sur
vey'; 'Multimedia update: News from the 
Archives'. 

Stllford Load History Society Nn»slettu, Vo1.25, 
NOI.5,6 and 7, September, October and Novem
ber 1997. A4, 6pp, 12 Issues a year, price un
known. Available from the Membership Sec� 
tary, Miss P. Frank. 7 Portland House, Ecx:les 
Old Road, Salford M68HJ. 

News Items on local history including the 
news that Salford will "ot be joining Manches
ter In a new trans-Irwell dty of Sakhester'! 
No.7 was the 200th produced by the editor, 
Don Rainger! It also Includes a quiz on identif
ying the faces of people with local connections. 

Widnes HistoriCIII Society Notes and Quuies, 
No.18, May 1997. AS, 24pp, price unknown, no. 
of Issues a year unknown. Available from Miss 
E.M. Berry, Secretary, Wldnes Historical S0-
ciety, 44 Greystone Road, Penketh, Warrlngton, 
Cheshire WAS 2ER 

Items Include: 'The Mayor's Installation In 
the 19305'; 'Works Are'; 'FIre!'; 'Annual Holi
day and Excursion'; 'Charles Leadbetter of 
Cronton - Astrologer'; 'May Songs'; 'Some His
tory of the Parish Church of Farnworth as told 
In a Sermon Preached by Canon Wrlght-WIl
llams In 1894'; 'Making Tea - Lelgh Hunt's 
Recipe'; 'Custom Dues at Warrlngton'; 'A 
Beverage for Invalids - Treacle Posset: An Eng
lish Remedy for Colds'; 'Recollections of a Fe
male Munitions Worker - First World War'; 
'From the Reoords of Parliament'. 

Videos 
Manc'!tstu Ship OInal Volume Two - Latchfortl to Drive, Bottesford, Scunthorpe DN16 3QL 45 
Stllfortl Docks by Marsden Rail Ltd, 30 Chesney minutes, £15.95 (plus £1.50 p&:p). 
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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 
A new initiative in which the Society is in

volved '�·the creation of a group of people 
interested in vernacular architecture of the 

north Cheshire region (i.e. of 'ordinary' 

buildings as distinct from 'noble' edificies). 
The group has been set up by Alexandra 

Faulkner of the environmental planning sec
tion of Trafford MBe. It is hoped Professor 

Brunslcill of Manchester University will be-

2 

come its patron, 
Jill Groves's reference to Seamon's Moss 

school of 1759 on p. 1 1  reminds us of the de

caying aspect of the present building of 

1867. Views are mixed about what the 

building can be used for and whether it 

should be saved, especially as the cost 

would be horrendous. 

Don Bayliss 



Society Events 1998·99 and News 
Altrincham History Society and Chris Hamilton. 

Meets at Altrincham Library, Stamford New 23rd November, 1998, 'The Black Prince in 

Road, Altrincham at 7.3Opm on Mondays. Gascony' by Don Bayliss. 

Subs: £4.00; visitors £1.00 per meeting 14th December, 1998, 'A Thousand and 

28th September, 1998, 'Victorian Manches- One Weddings and No Funerals b, 'T. 

ter' by Barbara Frost McNicholls, followed by buffet, quiz and 

26th October, 1998, 'Stained Glass' by Ian raffle. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Dear Editor, 

Closer perusal of Altrincham History Soci

ety Journal No. 15 (March 1998), has led to 

my noticing two interesting items in it. 

Page 7, the mention of Harry Quick: my 

family knew him well. If my memory is cor

rect, he always thought (correctly) that Tim

perley Golf Club was less than a rust class 

course, and that the North-west of England 

should not rest content with Lytham St A!l

nes as its only one. So he was, I believe, in

strumental in the construction of Mere -

which soon found itself followed in the 

same class by Prestbury. Not that I myself 

was ever a golfer! 

Page 1 1, mention of Dainewell Farm. My 

grandmother's family, the Daines, farmed at 

Carrington till the Ship' Canal was built I'd 

never heard of Dainewell Farm till I read 

Don Bayliss's article, but it looks as if there 

might be a connection here, when I have the 

time to look up old tithe maps, etc., in the 

Cheshire Record Office. 

Bob Needham 

Knighton, Leicester 

NORTH-WEST HISTORY NEWS 
Wooden Platform at Manchester 

, 

Airport 
Cheshire archaeologists have discovered a 

mid-eighteenth century wooden trackway or 

platform close to the Bollin and close to the 

new runway. They have also found shoes 

lost by people walking across the bridge or 

using it as a fishing platform (small wooden 

objects thought to be fishing floats were also 

found). 

Closer to the current airport complex and 

in the path of the new runway, Mesolithic, 
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Neolithic, Bronze Age and Roman features 

and artifacts have been discovered. These 

are being fully assessed. [Source: Cheshire 

Archaeology News] 

Iron Age Settlement Near Stockport 
A stone quem, originally found in Bramhall 

and since burled in the storeroom of the Ver

non Parlc Museum in Stockport, has been de

clared to be Iron Age in date and a possible 

indicator of an Iron Age settlement close by 

or in Bramhall. Manchester University Ar

chaeological Unit, led by local archaeologist 



Dr Mike Nevell, rediscovered the quem 
whilst researching a history of Stockport for 
the borough council. A second piece of 
quem stone, thought to be the base of the 
first. has since been found in Bramhall 
Green. [Source: The Times] 

Jackson's Boat - Tetley's Plans 
Dismissed 

The Planning Inspector has dismissed the 
plans of Tetley plc to demolish and rebuild 

Jackson's Boat where the car park and foot

ball ground now are. It was dismissed on the 
grounds that it was an 'inappropriate devel
opment' in an area of green belt [Source: 
The Planning Inspector's decision letter] 

Local Heritage Initiative 
The Countryside Commission. with funding 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund, will be de

veloping the Local Heritage Initiative (LHI) 
over the next year. This is a national pilot 

project to find out how to help more people 

record and care for their local landscape, 
landmarks and traditions. The LHI recog

nises that the long tenn future of this heri
tage lies in the hands of those who value it at 

local level. 

'Local heritage' is a broad concept which 
takes in much of the pattern and detail which 
creates the distinctive character and sense of 

place of local environments. It can include: 
Natural Heritage (landscape features and 
wildlife habitats); Built Heritage (locally 

distinctive built heritage such as field barns, 
village pumps, wells, etc); Archaeological 

Heritage (local important features such as 

hill forts, burial mounds, etc); Industrial 

Heritage (locally distinctive features such as 

chimneys, lime kilns, packhorse trails, etc); 
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Customs and Traditions (local historic and 
cultural associations with the land such as 
stories, dialect. customs, festivals, etc). 

In the pilot year the LHI will explore 
what local people value as local heritage, 
how they can be helped to record and con
serve local heritage and how the scheme can 
be effectively administered. The LHI will 
run twenty pilot local projects. Local people 
will be consulted at every level. The full 
scale iiiitiative will have three main compo

nents: a survey of local heritage leading to a 

collection of records; a programme of com
munity-led action based on the survey; and 
support for local organisations to ensure the 
sustainability of heritage action. 

If you have any queries or suggestions 
about what local heritage should encompass 
or ideas for projects, then contact Canda 

Smith, Project Manager, Countryside Com
mission, 7 1  Kingsway, London WC2B 6ST. 
Tel 0171 831 35 10, fax 01717 83 1 1439 or 

Sally King, Project OffIcer, Countryside 
Commission. John Dower House, Crescent 
Place, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire GL50 

3RA. Tel 01242 521381, Fax 01242 
584270. [Source: Active/or Life] 

Cheshire Local History Association 
This organisation has replaced the Cheshire 

Community Council Local History Commit

tee. It is independent and intends to extend 
the activities of the old committee and widen 
the membership, including individual mem

bers. For more details contact Bruce R. 
Thompson, Membership Secretary, clo 

Cheshire County Record Office, Duke 

Street. Chester CHI lRL. 

-



EVENTS IN THE NORTH WEST 

Burnley and District Historical 
Society 

Fiftieth Anniversary Loaal History Fair 
Sl Peter's Church, Burnley 
Saturday, 28th November 

10.00 to 4.00pm 
For more details contact Mr Stephen Child, 66 
Langdale Road, Blackbum, Lancashire BB2 

50W or tel. 01254 201 162. 

North West Catholic History Society 
Annual Conference 

Saturday, 5th September, 1998 

Birkdale and Ainsdale Historical 
Research Society 

'A/ Home' 
Saturday, 3rd October, 1998 

University of Central Lancashire 
Local History Conference 

Saturday, 28th November, 1998 

Salford Quays Heritage Centre 
Exhibitions 

Religious Festivals 
(Whit Walks, Harvest Festival and Rose Queens) 

5th Octobex to 3 1st Decembex, 1998 

1999 
Lancashire and Cheshire 

Antiquarian Society 
Day School: 'Samuel Bamford' 

Saturday, 20th March, l999 

Friends of Lancashire Archives and 
Lancashire Local History Federation 

Spring Day School 
Saturday, ? March, 1999 

Lancashire Local History Federation 
Conference and AGM 

24th April, 1999 

Chipping Local History Society 
'At Home' 

? October, 1999 

SUSAN ISABEL DACRE, ARTIST, 1844 TO 1933 

Miss Susan Isabel Dacre was born in Leam

ington on February 17th, 1 844 and came to 
Manchester whilst still an infant. Her child

hood must have been very hard as in later 

life she could never be persuaded to talk 
about those early years. She attended a con

vent school in Salford, but \yhen she was 
thirteen, her widowed mother took over the 

licence of The Stamford Arms and Bowling 

Green Hotel in Church Street. Altrincham. 
This had been a busy coaching inn, and the 

additional attIaction of a bowling green, 
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Chris Hill 
which had become famous in the Manches

ter area, brought clients into the town from 

many miles around, so that life became more 

comfortable. During their occupancy, and in 

the year 1857, the Art Treasures Exhibition 
was held at Old Trafford to which many no

table people were attracted. One of the visi
tors who came to view the arts and crafts 

was Anthony Trollope, and for the duration 

of his visit he stayed at The Stamford Arms. 
Trollope was well known for starting his 

writing before breakfast and Miss Dacre was 



later to recall how he would spend the morn

ings completing his manuscript for 
Barchester Towers in a deep-set bay win

dow in the snug, surrounded with a litter of 

papers. In the afternoons, Trollope would 

don one of his natty waistcoats, put on his 

clean spats and visit the Exhibition. He lent 
the family the fmished manuscript to read. 

and this early association endeared the book 
to Miss Dacre. 

From the age of fourteen, Isabel moved to 

Paris to continue her schooling and after

wards to act as a governess, until 1868. The 
next year she spent her first winter in Italy. 

The following year, 1870, having returned 

to Paris, her stay was interrupted. when the 

start of the Franco-Prussian War. required 

all foreigners to leave the country, so she 

came back to England. Keen to get back 

France, she and her brother arrived too early 

and were obliged to help build barricades for 

the Paris Commune. It was a tricky situation 

which they found difficult to resolve. She 
again took up teaching and as the result of a 

chance suggestion by one of her friends, that 

in her spare time she should try her hand at 

copying pictures in the Louvre, she realised 

she had artistic talent. Her attempt at repro

ducing the painting of De Heem was so 

good that Miss Dacre was encouraged to de

vote herself full time to being an artist. 

Meanwhile her mother had left the Stamford 
Arms (which was bought by George Faulk

ner Armitage and converted into a private 

residence, Stamford House, so that the 

Dacre family does not appear in the 186 1  

census, nor i n  any of the trade directories 

available at Trafford's Local Studies Cen
tre), and had taken the licence of the Ducie 

Arms, at Strangeways, in Manchester, which 
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. at that time was probably a prosperous area. 
Miss Dacre, now twenty seven in 187 1, re
turned to Manchester and enrolled at the 
Cavendish Street School of Art, to study un
der W.H. MuckIey. In 1874 she was off 

again, this time for a two year stay in Rome 

with her friend Miss Robinson, later Mrs. 
A.L. Swynnerton, who she had known for 

most of her life (and whose life span coin
cided with Isabel's). From 1877 till 1880, 

she returned to Paris for further training, this 

time being a fellow-pupil with Marie 

Bashkirtseff, and is mentioned as first in the 

concourse, in the famous diary. In 1879, to

gether with her friend Miss Robinson, she 

founded. and was President of, the Man

chester Women Painters Society, whose aim 
was to improve the acceptability of women 

painters. This lasted until 1 884, when the 

Manchester Academy allowed women to be

come members. In addition, she was an ac

tive member of the Manchester Academy of 

Fine Arts. From 1880, for three years, she 

stayed with her friend Miss Robinson in 

London, until that lady married. after which 

she came home to Manchester where she 

continued to paint. In 1904, Miss Dacre re

moved to London. 

She was involved with the Suffrage 
Movement and was an intimate friend of one 

of its local leading lights, Miss Lydia 

Becker. A portrait lsabel painted of Miss 
Becker was donated to the National Portrait 

Gallery, but they rejected it, whereupon it 

was offered to the Manchester Art Gallery, 

in Mosley Street, but it was only accepted on 

condition it was cut down in size to fit a 

much smaller frame! In 1 889, Miss Dacre 
added her name to a list of some ninety-six 

other artists who had combined to produce a 



National Declaration in Favour of Women's 
Suffrage. Later, friends and admirers of 
Miss Daker, purchased one of her paintings, 
'Little Annie Rooney', and presented it to 
the City Art Gallery, in 19 10. As well as this 
work, the Gallery has several other paintings 
by her; 'Italian Women in Church', a study 
of two heads, said to be very delicately han
dled, and a bold painting of three white 
swans. At least two of her paintings are on 
permanent exhibition in Manchester, and her 
portrait of Miss Becker has been on display 
at the Fletcher Moss Gallery in Didsbury. In 
the au�umn of 1927, in conjunction with two 
other artists, an exhibition of her work was 
held at the City Art Gallery, thus allowing 
the people of Manchester to appreciate her 
landscapes, mainly in Italy and other works. 
Two portraits of her were painted by Francis 
Dodd. 

As a person Miss Dacre was affectiona!e, 
unseliIsh, and humorous, and made friends 
easily. As a result of her early hard years, 
she had a great humility, but, nevertheless, 
she had good sense of humour and when re
quired was very capable of dealing with 
situations. She was renowned amongst her 
friends for being absent-minded and was 
forever mislaying her glasses and, for exam-

pIe, once on helping an older lady down the 
steep steps at Knott Mill and Deansgate Sta
tion, offered to carry her basket of eggs, then 
started to walk off with them, much to the 

old lady's consternation. She was reputedly 
very knowledgeable about European litera
ture and was a keen judge of novels and po
ems. Theatre was also one of her delights 
and she would rather go and see a bad play, 
than none at all. 

In preparing these notes, it was found that 
nearly all Directories of British Artists omit 
to mention Miss Dacre; she is mentioned in 
The Royal Society of British Artists 1824-

1897 & The New English Art Club 1888-

1917 (one combined volume), and her name 
only in two other books including Victorian 

Women Artists by Pamela Gerrish Nunn. 
Her obituary appeared in two Manchester 
papers, The Guardian: 21st February, 1933 

and The City News: 25th February 
Help was received from Manchester Cen

tral Library, Local Studies section; Elizabeth 
Dawson of The City Art Galleries, Fine Arts 
Department, Mosley Street; Rylands Library 
and the Pankhurst Centre, Nelson Street. 
Also the Witt Photo Library, part of the 
Courtauld Institute, both being part of the 
University of London. 

THE WALTON FAMILY OF BOWDON AND DUNHAM 
MASSEY 

. 

In 1667 two young men were serving in the 
household of Edward Leigh of Baguley, es
quire, John Houghton or Haughton and 
James Walton. They were listed as servants, 
but they were not paid wages, or at least less 
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JiII Groves 
than a pound a year.

l 
They were not unusual 

in this. There were three other young men in 
Edward Leigh's household who were listed 
as servants but who appeared not to earn 
wages. The interest in the two above-men-



tioned young men is that they went on to 
greater things from this seemingly low be
ginning. They also continued in contact with 
each other over at least the next thirty years. 

John Houghton was the son of a school
master who worked in Bowdon until 1665. 

However, the beginnings of James Walton, 
the main subject of this article, are more ob

scure. An Edward Walton was mentioned in 
the will of William Hollenprist of Baguley, 
dated 1618 and there was a Walton family 

living in Carrington in 1667. There are men
tions of a John Walton of Carrington who 

borrowed money from Robert Smith of 
Ashton-on-Mersey in 163 1 and who hired a 
cow from Thomas Chorlton of Sale in 1636, 

who may be the John Walton of Carrington, 
husbandman, who died in 1661.  Being the 

son of a husbandman hardly fits the possible 
proflle of the man who married his three 
daughters very well indeed and probably 
helped established one of his two sons as a 

gentleman, saltmaster and steward to the 
Earl of Warrington. 

However, it is much more likely that 

James was a younger son of William Walton 
of Hale, yeoman, who died in 1663, leaving 

a widow Dorothy, sons John, Joseph, Isaac, 

James and Samuel, and daughter Mary.
2 

William and his family lived in a farmhouse 

in Hale with ten rooms at least and he was 

worth £126 I Ss  2d in goods and chattels 
alone, which was quite a respectable sum for 

a yeoman in the mid-seventeenth century. 
However, William Walton believed himself 
to be in some financial trouble and asked his 

wife Dorothy to sell all his goods, though 'I 
knowe that my moveable goods Cattells and 
Chattells will not paye all my debte[s] and 

the legaties formerlie herein by mee given 

8 

and bequeathed'. Perbaps he was in debt to 
his 'welbeloved kinsman and friend' Joseph 
Smith of Ashton-on-Mersey, who was a well 

known moneylender to many local people, 
as well as executor of William's will. 

William was also having trouble with his 

eldest son John 'because of his disobente 
[disobedient] Cariage towards mee which is 

not fitt here to bee ment[i]o[n]ed'. However, 
both William's elder sons, John and Joseph, 
were well established, married with chil

dren, doing well and needing nothing more 

than a shilling bequest (the modem equiva

lent is £40). 
Whatever the problems with debts on her 

husband's death, Dorothy continued to run 

the farm with the help of her son lsaac and 
daughter Mary. James, as has been already 
mentioned, was a servant in the household 
of Edward Leigh of Baguley in 1667. Sa
muel was probably a servant or apprentice 
elsewhere in the area. 

Dorothy was a Paulden of Etchells by 
birth. She married William by licence on 
16th September, 1625 at Northenden, Bow

don or Rostheme. Their bondsman was 
James Shawcross.3 She was probably related 

to the Pauldens of Bowdon and Timperley. 

At the time of his death William was a ten
ant of the Breretons of Ashley. Shortly after

wards, following on from the death of the 

childless Thomas Brereton, the Brereton 
lands passed to his niece Ann Tatton, who 
then married Sir Amos Meredith. Dorothy's 

family connections with both the Breretons 
and the Merediths may have helped James 

later gain a tenancy in Bowdon, perbaps 
even the Green Dragon (now the Griffin). 

By the 1690s James Walton was estab

lished in Bowdon, when he was obviously 



running a house with accommodation for 

guests. such as an inn would have. He was 

married to Margery and had three daughters. 

Elizabeth. Dorothy and Jane. and two sons. 

Thomas and Joseph. Elizabeth and Dorothy 

were already married well. Elizabeth to 

Timothy Lowton of Dunham Massey. gen

tleman and Dorothy to Peter Pickecing. pos

sibly a nephew or younger brother of the 

John Pickering of Rostherne. for whom 

James Walton acted as bondsman when he 

married in 1 686.4 

Jane Eaton from Altrincham. late widow 

of John Eaton and. earlier. of Richard 

Goulden of Bowdon. was a regular visitor to 

James Walton's inn. Also staying there in 

the early months of 1696 was Sarah Saun

derson. late widow of Thomas Saunderson 

of Bowdon. gentleman. Sarah had an eye for 

the main chance and was staying in Bowdon 

in order to catch the eye of a very wealthy 

Quaker from Dunham Massey. John Neild. 

Fortunately for John. she didn't succeed. 

Jane Eaton was probably in her late six

ties and by now quite seriously ill. She re

turned frequently to Bowdon because she 

was born here and her second husband had 

had properties in the village. In fact. in stay

ing in James's inn. she may have been stay

ing in one. However. whilst there she had 

her will written by James Walton's old 

friend. the lawyer John Houghton (he was 

also John Eaton's 'man of business'). How

ever. after the will was written it was about a 

fortnight before Jane Eaton would have it 

witnessed. signed and sealed. She discussed 

it with friends William Tipping of New

bridge. Dunham Massey and Margaret Ast

bury of Ashley. before finaUy getting 

Dorothy Pickering and Sarah Saunderson to 
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witness it one night shortly before her death. 

Unfortunately. Jane had left a legacy to 

Dorothy Pickering. who. therefore. should 

not have witnessed the will. She also left a 

small legacy to Jane Walton and the rest and 

residue to John Astbury and James Walton. 

There were a number of Jane Eaton's rela

tives (Hamnets and Warburtons) who 

thought they should have had a share in her 

wealth. The gap between the will being writ

ten and the witnessing of it by a benefactor 

allowed the Hamnetts and the Warburtons to 

dispute the will in the ecclesiastical consis

tory court in Chester. saying that James 

Walton had written it himself and asked his 

daughter to trick Jane into signing it Unfor

tunately for them, only one person thought 

this had been done. Sarah Saunderson gave a 

strange tale that the will was introduced to 

Jane Eaton saying it was a consent for Sarah 

to marry the wealthy John Neild. Whilst 

Sarah's wish to marry John Neild may have 

been discussed. why would Jane Eaton's 

consent be needed? There is no suggestion 

that Jane was even a relative of Sarah's. al

though the latter was. by birth. a Pierpoint of 

Budworth. where Jane's late second hus

band had property. The conclusion of the 

consistory court was that the will was indeed 

that written by John Houghton and that Jane 

Eaton had had it read to her several times 

and agreed with its contents.
S 

Was it Jane Eaton's wealth that estab

lished James Walton and enabled him to es

tablish his children? Probably not, as Eliza

beth and Dorothy had already made good 

marriages. although it might have helped 

with the dowry of his youngest daughter 

Jane when she married a member of the 

Neild family (no. not John Neild) and it may 



have helped his son Thomas to pay the entry 
fme on a fann in Dunham Massey in 1705. 

James Walton witnessed the will of James 
Grantham of Bowdon later in 1696 and was 

owed some money by Thomas Warburton of 
Bowdon in 1697. After that nothing more is 

heard of James Walton. He would have been 

over flfty in 1696, so it is possible that be 
died in the early 1700s. His children were 
now established. Dorothy Pickering would 

have had the first of her at least three sons 

before he died Soon afterwards his eldest 

son Thomas took over the late John 

Rowson's fann in Dunham Massey with a 
lease dated 17th August, 1705. The fann 

was 1 1 .5 acres, with 10 acres of arable and 

1.5 0f meadow.
6 

It was probably in 1705 that Thomas met 

and married Mary, daughter of John de la 

Heuze, tutor to George Booth, Earl of War

rington.
7 

In 17 14, following on from the 

death of John Edmonds, that Thomas Wal

ton became house steward to the Earl. He 

had had a lawyer's training, perhaps from 

his father's old friend, John Houghton. But 

steward to the Booths was only one of 

Thomas's jobs and ways of making money. 

He also became a saltmaster, owning the 
rights to the briny keuper marls along the 
banks of the Bollin at Salthouse Croft, near 
Healey. At the same time he and George Ed

monds, son · of John, began a profitable 

friendship. George had moved from Bow

don Hall, where his mother still lived, to 
London, to Clifford's Inn, an Inn of Chan

cery. Thomas collected his friend's rents 

from the Bowdon Hall estate and either al
lowed him to draw for money on private 

bankers or may have sent the money to 

George using his numerous Pickering, Neild 

and Wallon nephews. Such cowier work for 
his uncle may have given Thomas Pickering 

his first sight of London in the 17208. 
Thomas Pickering then made his own con

tacts, married there and became a merchant 

tailor in Westminster, close to Clifford's 

Inn. When he died at a young age in 1729, 

be asked his uncle and George Edmonds to 

be the trustees of his estates in Litley on the 
Arley estate and Bollington.
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Over fIfty years or more 'thomas Walton 

collected several tenements or fanns in Dun

ham Massey, Dunham Woodhouses, Little 

Bollington, his hall and demesne lands in 
Sinderland, in Little Moss in Ashton-under

Lyne, in Droylsden, his hall and demesne at 

Litley, in Aston-juxta-Budworth, in Over 
Whitley, in Millington and Altrincham.9 

With the money from the rents of these 

fanns and lands Thomas had his friend 
George invest for him in government stocks 

and government lottery tickets. George Ed

monds also supplied Wallon and the Earl of 

Warrlngton with expensive luxwies like tea 
from 'Mr Twyning'.

lO 
It is very probable 

that his namesake nephew Thomas Walton 

and his brother James, sons of his brother 

Joseph, were used as couriers to take the 

money to London and bring back the goods 
in the 17408 and 17508. This is how James 

Walton junior came to have an affair with a 

servant girl in London called Sarah Cope 

and have an illegitimate daughter by her. I I 

Thomas and his wife Mary only had one 

surviving child, a daughter, Mary. In the 

17308, Thomas put his lands in trust for her 

education and future advancement. Unfortu
nately Mary died, unmarried, in 1753. 
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Thomas Walton of Dunham Massey is fa

mous for giving £1,000 in trust to Countess 



Mary Grey to start a school on Seamons 
Moss and also for restarting or refurbishing 
the school at Little Heath (originally estab
lished in the early eighteenth century). How
ever, by far the greatest part of his wealth 
was in land, some of which used to provide 
the £1,000. When he came to make his will 
soon after the death of his beloved daughter 
Mary, Thomas left most of his landholdings 
in trust to the Earl of Warrlngton and Isaac 
Shaw to provide large legacies for his Pick
ering, Neild and Walton nephews and 
nieces. He even left land to his most fa
voured nephews, George Neild, Thomas and 
James" Walton, possibly his couriers. 
Thomas Walton finally died in 1757. 

One of those favoured nephews, James 
Walton, ran the Green Dra�on in Bowdon 
(now known as the Griffin). 2 He had possi
bly been given the inn by his father Joseph, 
who had possibly inherited it from his father 
James. Perhaps Jane Eaton had been staying 
at the Green Dragon when she died in 1696. 

Just three years after his uncle's death, 
James Walton was also dying. He was a 
relatively young man, probably in his early 
thirties. He gave part of the land he had in
herited from his uncle Thomas in Dunham 
Massey to his wife Sarah. What he held in 
Bowdon and part of that he held in Dunham 
he gave to his father Joseph who was still 

living. James also farmed part of the glebe
lands in Bowdon. These he left in trust for 
his son James, with money out of the estates 
for his daughter Sarah. James�left quite a lot 
of land, much of it rented from the Booths of 
Dunham Massey under three life leases, 
most of it sub-tenanted, to his son James. 

The Waltons had come a long way in a 

hundred years. From a nearly bankrupt and 
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penniless William Walton of Hale dying in 
1663 to the wealth of his grandson Thomas 
with estates in Dunham Massey and Litley, a 
small salthouse on the banks of the Bollin 
and enough ready cash to dabble in gam
bling in government stocks, and £1000 to es
tablish and re-establish two schools in Dun
ham Massey. Williarn' s great-grandchildren, 
Picirerings, Nields and Waltons, were also 
well-to-do people. Could it be that the train
ing James Walton the elder received in the 
household of Edward Leigh gave him the 

drive and ambition to do well for himself 
and his family? How much of a factor was 
his friendship with John Houghton? John 
Houghton also did well for himself and his 

family. He established himself as an attor
ney, settled mainly in Macclesfield, but 
bought lands in Manchester and Baguley, 
probably the lands that Edward Leigh him
self had owned, which were being sold off in 
the early eighteenth century. John 
Houghton 's sons were landed gentry in Ba
guley and Manchester. 

Notes 
1. 1667 Poll Tax Return for Baguley, Leicester-War
ren Archives, Cheshire Record Office. 
In the Poll Tax servants were assessed at 1s  for every 
£1 they earned in wages. 
2 Will of William Walton of Hale, yeoman, 1663, 
Cheshire Record Office. 
3. Chester Marriage Licences, 1624-32. 
4. Chester Marriage Licences, I680-l690. 
5. Will of Jane Eaton of Bowdon, widow, 1696 and 
Allegations and Depositions to the Will of Jane Ea
ton, 1696/97, Cheshire Record Office. 
6. The 1701 and 1704 Rental Surveys of George 
Booth, Earl of Waning ton, transcribed by Joyce Lit
tler. 
7. Bowdon Hall and Its People. 
8. lbid 
9. The Will of Thomas Walton of Dunbam Massey, 
gentleman, 1754. 
10. Bowdon Hall and Its People. 



1 1 . The Will of lames Walton of Bowdon, victualler, 'victualler, which meant that he provided food as well 
1760. as drink at the Green Dragon. 
12. In his will lames Walton describes himself as 

ALTRINCHAM AND BOWDON OCCUPATIONS, 

1600-1760 

The infonnation compiled here has been 
taken mainly from wills and probate inven
tories. 

Although it cannot be taken to be other 
than an indication, the figures in each group 
show that Altrincham was a relatively pros
perous place in the late seventeenth century 
and early eighteenth century, compared with 
what the town had been earlier. Note the 
number of gardeners in Altrincham from 
1687 onwards. They were probably what we 

compiled by Jill Groves 
would now call market gardeners rather than 
people hired to look after the gardens of the 
larger ,estates. These latter would be classed 

as servants. 
Also note the number of gentlemen resi

dent in the town from the late eighteenth 
century onwards, including one who styled 
himself 'esquire' . 

Bowdon continued as a mainly farming 
area, but well served by inns and alehouses, 
as well as blacksmiths and wheelwrights. 

Altrincham 
Yeomen 

Ralph Chorlton of Altrincham, yeoman, 

1633 
James Bradbum of Altrincham, yeoman, 
1662 

John Eaton of Altrincham and Bowdon, jun
ior, yeoman, 1662, 1667, 1669, 1672, 1676 

George Aldcroft of Altrincham, yeoman and 

mayor of Altrincham, 1664, 1667, 1668, 
1699 

George Birch (Burch) of Altrincham, yeo

man, 1667 
Robert Dean of Altrincham, yeoman, 1673 

William Pollett of Altrincham, yeoman, 
1692 
John Leather of Altrincham, yeoman, 1698 

George Clayton of AltrinCham, yeoman, 
1713 
William Lupton of Altrincham, yeoman, 
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1723 

John Eccles of Altrincham, yeoman, 1729 

George Barlow of Altrincham, yeoman, 
1742 

George Smith of Altrincham, yeoman, 1747 

George Twyford of Altrincham, yeoman, 
1747 

John Cooke of Altrincham, yeoman, 1752 

Apprentices 
Thomas Arundell of Altrincham, apprentice 

to William Tay tor, 1667 

Servants 

George Barrington of Attrincham, ser

vantlbailiff to the Breretons of Ashley, 
1621-1636 

Elizabeth Spakeman/Speakman of Altrin

cham, farm labourer for John Eaton of Bow
don, 1662, 1667 



, 
1 

Burgesses 

Samuel Birch of Altrincham, burgess, 
c. 1650s 

Cloth trade 

Henry Bradshaw of Altrincham, woollen
draper, c.1650s, 1662, 1664, 1667 

Weavers 

Thomas Owen of Altrincham, linen webster, 
1662 
John Smith of Altrincham, webster, 1738 

George Smith of Altrincham, weaver, 1758 

Innkeepers/alehousekeepers 

Richard Eaton of Bowdon and Altrincham, 
innkeeper, 1608-1613 
John Brookes of Altrincham, ale

housekeeper, 1653 

Anne Clayton of Altrincham, innkeeper, 
1653-1674 

James Brookes of Altrincham, ale
housekeeper/yeoman, 1667-1669 
Robert Eaton of Altrincham, innkeeper, 

1667 

Alice Bent of Altrincham, widow and inn
keeper, 1690s-1713 

John Clayton of Altrincham, innkeeper, 
17 13 

Robert Newall of Altrincham, innholder, 

1753 

Schoolmasters 

Francis Newton of Altrincham, schoolmas
ter, 1683-1709 

Service trades 
Ralph Hunt of Altrincham, blacksmith, 1633 
John Ashton of Altrincham, chapman, 1647 

Mc Shaw (of Altrincham?), physician or 

apothecary, 1662 

Richard Higginson of Altrincham, butcher, 
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1663 
Elizabeth Robinson of Altrincham, laun
dress, 1667, 1669 
John Fletcher of Altrincham, tailor, 1677 
John Lupton of Altrincham, shop
keeper/chapman, 1667-1701 

Robert Lupton of Altrincham, shop
keeper/chapman, 1676 

Wi1liam Lupton of Altrincham, shop
keeper/chapman, 1666-1701 
Adam Shaw of Altrincham, blacksmith, 

1709 

George Smith of Altrincham, carpenter, 

171 1  

Joseph Houghland of Altrincham, butcher, 
1717 

Charles Blair of Altrincham, linen draper, 
1746 

William Ashley of Altrincham, wheel

wright, 1749 
William Eccles of Altrincham, shoemaker, 
1749 

Catherine Hesketh of Altrincham, milliner, 
1751 
Wi1liam Eccles of Altrincham, shoemaker, 

1755 

Husbandmen 

Wi1liam Lupton of Altrincham, senior, hus

bandman, 1667, 1669 
Hamnet Condall of Altrincham, husband
man, 1663 

Ralph Barlow of Altrincham, husbandman, 
1726 

George Barlow of Altrincham, husbandman, 

1741 

Gardeners 

Ralph Bixton of Altrincham, gardener, 1687 
Edward Robinson of Altrincham, gardener, 
1687 



George Broome of Altrincham, gardener, 
1723 
Richard Royle of Altrincham, gardener, 

1735 

Samuel Hackerley of Altrincham, gardener, 
1748 

George Litherland of Altrincham, gardener, 
1748 
Samuel Goulden of Altrincham, gardener, 

1754 
George Royle of Altrincham, gardener, 1759 

Maltmen 
Peter Parker of Altrincham, malt seller, 1664 
George Parker of Altrincham, maltman, 
1667, 1669, 1672, 1694 

John Parker of Altrincham, maltster, 1699 
Henry Smith of Altrincham, maltster, 1697 

Robert Frith of Altrincham, maltster, 1749 

. Attorneys and lawyers 
Isaac Worthing ton of Altrincham, attorney 
and steward to the Dunham Massey estate, 

1742, 1748, 1748, 1760 

Gentlemen 
Edward Delahey of Altrincham, gentleman, 

1687 
Thomas Davenport of Altrincham, gentle

man, 1721 

George Clayton of Altrincham, gentleman, 

1745 ) 

John Birch of Altrincham, gentleman, 1747 
Ferdinando Langton of Altrincham, gentle

man and maltster, 1750 
Thomas Royle of Altrincham, gentleman, 

1760 

Esquires 

Michael Dickenson of Altrincham, esquire, 

1698 

Bowdon 
Service trades 
Thomas Warner of Bowdon, smith, 1 6 1 1  
John Hardy of Bowdon, butcher, 1634-1648 

Richard Higginson of Bowdon, butcher, 

1649-1662 

William Aldcroft of Bowdon, blacksmith, 

senior, 1664-1667 

John Hough of Bowdon, baker, 1662-1699 

John Hardy of Bowdon, joiner and yeoman, 

1667-1718 

John Rowlinson of Bowdon, smith, 1662-

1672 

Thomas Warburton of Bowdon, wheel

wright, 1667- 1699 

Joseph Drinkwater of Bowdon, shoemaker, 

1729-1753 

William Royle of Hale and Bowdon, shoe

maker, 1729-1748 
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Nathaniel Saunders of Bowdon, shoemaker, 

1748-1757 
John Rhones of Bowdon, shoemaker, 1757 

Servants 

Ellen Wardley of Bowdon, servant to Alex

ander Vawdrey of Bowdon, 1634 

Hugh Hunt of Bowdon, servant to Thomas 
Gleave, 1650 

Nathan Ashton of Bowdon, servant to Wil

liam Aldcroft, blacksmith, 1659 

Margaret Owen of Bowdon, servant to 
James Whatmough, vicar of Bowdon, 1659 

Ellen Shelmerdine of Bowdon, servant to 
James Whatmough of Bowdon, vicar, 1659 

John Spakeman of Bowdon, servant to 
James Whatmough of Bowdon, vicar, 1659 
George Birch of Bowdon and Altrincham, 



servant to John and Sibil Eaton of Bowdon. 
1662 (later husbandman in Altrincham) 
William Spealanan of Bowdon, servant to 
John Eaton of Bowdon, 1662-1667 
Elizabeth Shaw of Bowdon, servant to John 
Eaton. 1662 
Elizabeth Dickenson of Bowdon. farm la
bourer to John Eaton, 1662 

Samuel Coe of Bowdon, servant to William 
Aldcroft, blacksmith, 1663 

Martha Booth of Bowdon, servant to Peter 
Hurdis, schoolmaster of Bowdon, 1667-

1672 

Samuel Woodward of Bowdon, servant to 
the Warburtons of Pool Bank Farm, 1686 
Joseph Ashley of Bowdon, clerk/servant to 
Nicholas Waterhouse, minister, 1724 
Mary Janney of Bowdon, servant, 1729 

Mary Saunders of Bowdon, servant/brewer 
in inn or pub run by Hugh Holt of Bowdon, 
victualler, in 1757 

Sarah Simpson of Bowdon, servant to wil

liam Royle of Bowdon, 1748 

Husbandmen 

John Birch of Bowdon, husbandman/la
bourer, 1662 

John Leigh of Bowdon, husbandman, 1667-

1669 
John Partington of Bowdon, husbandman, 
1667 

William Saunders of Bowdon, husbandman, 

1665-1709 
George Warburton of Bowdon, husband

man, 1659- 1688 
William Warburton of Bowdon, husband

man, 1667- 1699 

Yeomen 
Richard Massey of Bowdon, yeoman, 1610 

Alexander Vawdrey of Bowdon, yeoman, 

1610-1634 
Edmund Simpson of Bowdon. yeoman, 
161 1  
John Saunders of Bowdon. yeoman, 1614-
1615 
John Barrington of Bowdon. yeoman. 1625, 
1628 

John Sorocold of Bowdon, yeoman, 1634-
1649 
John Eaton of Bowdon, Senior, yeoman and 

innkeepe� 1628-1662 

Samuel Saunders of Bowdon, yeoman, 

1659-1665 

Edward Simpson of Bowdon. yeoman, 
1672-1687 
Richard Pearson of Bowdon, yeoman. 168 1 ,  

1690 
Robert Kelsall of Bowdon. yeoman, 1709-

1729 

George Kelsall of Bowdon, yeoman, 1718-
1748 

John Haywood/Heywood of Bowdon, yeo

man, 1723-1753 
Thomas Waterhouse of Bowdon and Glos
sop, yeoman, 1724 

Joseph Kelsall of Bowdon. yeoman, 1729 

Joseph Williamson of Bowdon, yeoman, 

1729 
Robert Kelsall of Bowdon, junior, yeoman, 
1729 

Edward Clark of Bowdon, senior, yeoman, 
1742 
Edward Clark of Bowdon, junior, yeoman, 
1742 
Thomas Davenport of Bowdon, yeoman, 
1744-1749 

Samuel Renshawe of Bowdpn, yeoman, 
1748-1757 
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Gentlemen 

George Vawdrey of Bowdon. gentleman. 
16 10-1616 
Edmund Simpson of Bowdoo. gentleman. 

1614-1641 
Mc Downes of Bowdon. gentleman. 1634 
Edward Gleave of Bowdoo. gentlemen. 

1650 

Thomas Gleave of Bowdon. gentleman. 
1650 

John Edmonds of Bowdon. gentleman and 
steward to the Booths of Dunham Massey. 

1681-1714 

Robert Tipping of Bowdon. gentleman and 
steward to the Booths of Dunham Massey. 

1655-1662 

Gentlewomen 

Alice Tipping of Bowdon. gentlewoman. 

1662-1667 

Innkeepers and alehousekeepers 

WilIiam Foxley of Bowdon. innkeeper and 

gardener. 16408- 1642 
Thomas Jones of Bowdon. innkeeper. 1699 

John Leather of Bowdon. yeoman and inn

keeper. 1639-1668 

Thomas Saunderson of Bowdon. ale

housekeeper. 1639-1642 

James Walton of Bowdon. innkeeper (of the 

Green Dragon?). 1667- 1697 

Mary Warburton of Bowdon. ale

housekeeper. 1667-1696 

Hugh Holt of Bowdon. innkeeper. 1748-

1757 

James Wallon of Bowdon. innkeeper (of the 
Green Dragon). 1760 

William Yarwood of Bowdon. innkeeper (of 

the Green Dragon). 1760-179 1 
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Tanners 

William Frith of Bowdon. tanner. 1648 
James Grantham of Hale and Bowdon. tan
ner. 1667-1699 

Schoolmasters 
John Houghton of Bowdon. schoolmaster. 

1662 
Peter Hurdis of Bowdon. schoolmaster and 

curate. 1664-1672 
Henry Ocklestone of Bowdon. schoolmas
ter. 1696-1698 

Labourers 

Edward Ridgway of Bowdon. farm labourer 

for John Eaton of Bowdon. 1638-1662 

Elizabeth Simpson of Bowdon. farm la

bourer for John Eaton of Bowdon. 1662-
1664 

Joseph Hurlbutt of Bowdon. labourer. 1748 

EUen Okell of Bowdoo. labourer. 1757 
John Okell of Bowdon. labourer. 1757 

Parish Clerks 

Alexander Owen of Bowdon. clerk. 1629 

Thomas Saunderson of Bowdon. gentleman 

and parish clerk. 1648-167 1 
Owen Saunderson of Bowdon. parish clerk. 

167 1-1696 

Vicars and ministers 

Henry Starkey of Bowdon. vicar of Bow
don. 1613 

Robert Janney of Bowdon. vicar. 1625-1637 

Thomas Pagett of Bowdon. curate from 

1627-1637. vicar from 1637-1647 

John Smith of Bowdoo. minister or lecturer. 
1641-1642 
James Whatmough of Bowdon. vicar. 1659. 

1662 

Nicholas Waterhouse of Bowdon. Presbyte
rian minister at the Ringway Chapel. 1724 



Farmers 
Dorothy Saunders of Bowdon, widow and 
farmer of Moss Farm, 1649 
Elizabeth Warburton of Bowdon, widow 
and farmer of Poole Bank Farm, 1627- 1686 

Deborab Saunders of Bowdon, widow and 
fanner of Moss Farm, 172 1 -1723 
Thomas Wood of Bowdon, pump maker and 
farmer, 1757 

EPIDEMICS IN MANCHESTER, CHESTER, 
LIVERPOOL AND LANCASTER 

Bubonic plague was endemic in the Near 

East in 300 BC. It spread to the Eastern 
Mediterranean in 500 AD, to Southern 
France in 500-600 AD and again from 1300 
AD. It reached Britain in 1300 AD and Scot
land in 1350 AD. 

Outbreaks of bubonic plague were im
probable in areas having a population of less 
than sixty people per square mile. People 

living in larger seaports such as Lancaster, 
Liverpool and Chester were particularly at 

risk as the disease was carried by fleas on 

rats unintentionally imported with merchan
dise. The plague was usually only present 

during the summer months and particularly 

affected the ten to twenty-five age group. 
The Black Death a fonn of bubonic 

plague was the first plague to have docu
mented evidence enabling it to be tracked 
from Asia where it had already wreaked 

havoc in China and Turkistan before arriv

ing in Europe. 
Bubonic plague and typhus fever were 

Clinically indistinguishable untjl 1850. How
ever, the virility of the bubonic plague strain 

decreased about the mid-seventeenth cen
tury but outbreaks continued for many years, 
some large, as the Great Plague of London 
in 1665 and some small as in recent times in 
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R. lan Sandham 
Liverpool in 1901 and 1914. The virulence 

of plagues has Gfte .. been overstated but in 

no instance has the outbreak been proved to 
have caused the death of more than one-third 
of the population. 

Epidemics of other diseases occurred, 

smallpox, typhus fever and malignant influ
enza (all generally virulent in January/Feb

ruary), measles and diphtheria (generally in 

October/November), dysentery, whooping 
cough, tubercolosis, poliomyelitis, leprosy 

and cholera. 

It must be stated that sources only iden

tify those events sufficiently exceptional to 

have been recorded and the records sur

vived. The overall trend is of repeated ran
dom outbreaks. It must have required the 

most conscientious - and healthy - of parish 
officials to maintain full parochial records 
during such an outbreak. particularly whilst 

the maintenance of parochial records was in 
its infancy. 

A summary or epidemics in Manchester, 
Chester, Liverpool and Lancaster, 
1300·1656 

In 1349 Lancaster lost 3,000 (probably ex· 

aggerated) from bubonic plague and Man
chester 1350 people. From 1361- 1423 there 
were general outbreaks of influenza in 



Northern England. The country was free 
from epidemics from 1455- 1470. 

In 1 5 17 and 1537 Chester suffered out

breaks of a plague (not bubonic) and in 1540 

Liverpool was nearly depopulated with the 

same disease. Another quarter of the survi

vors died in a further epidemic in 1 548. Ten 

years later the town suffered from typhus 

when a further 250 people died. Manchester 

was also affected badly but Chester only 

mildly. 

In 1565 Manchester was again attacked 

with bubonic plague and in 1588, 1602 and 

1605 by a plague not bubonic. Liverpool 

succumbed in 1601 and Chester in 1602 and 

1605. 
Typhus afflicted Manchester and Liver

pool in 1606 and 1609 and Chester in 1608 

and 16 10. Smallpox killed 1405 people in 

Manchester between 1646-56 and 2099 in 
Chester in 1647. Liverpool had further out

breaks in 1645 and 1650 and Chester in 

1654 and 1655. In all there were forty re

cords of epidemics at these four places be

tween 1350 and 1650. 
Better and cleaner living conditions and 

improved medical care eventually reduced 

the risk of widespread epidemics even in 

built-tip areas. 

Sources 
Article by William B.A Axon, Transactions of the 
LAncashire and Cheshire Anliquarian Society, 
Vol.XII, 1894. 
A History of Bubonic Plague in the British Isles by 
T.F.D. Shrewsbury, Cambridge University Press, 
1970. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 
Looking Back at Ashton edited by 
Allce Lock 
Tameslde Metropolitan Borough 
Available from Tameslde Local 
Studies Library, Astley Cheetham 
Public Library, Trinity Street, 
Stalybrldge SK1 5 2BN 
21 cm, 1 78pp, i l lustrations, £6.99 
(plUS £2.30 p&p). ISBN 0 
9045061 69. 
This book is a compilation of articles by 

eight authors which gives a comprehensive 

picture of a northern working town in the 

fIrst part of the twentieth century. 

The seven chapters deal with different as

pects of town life including working class 

culture, the cotton industry, the general 

strike, the birth of Fascism, etc. The text is 

clear and well illustrated including repro-
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ductions of the posters for Mosley's new 

party - 'Ashton Wants Action' and cartoons 

asking people to 'Join the Fire Brigade and 

Do Some Good', i.e. Mosley's new party. 

This was the time when Ashtonians, as oth

ers, looked for answers to the problems fac

ing them. 

One of the many striking facts mentioned 

is that Ashton-under-Lyne was not only a 

home of Radical Chartism but, in contrast, 

was reportedly said to have been the birth

place of British Fascism in 1931 .  

Looking Back at Ash/on is a sequel to Vic

torian Ash/on. The reader is provided with 

sources for further study. 

The reviewer remembered the town from 
the early thirties and found it a true reflec

tion of life during that period. 

Ron Higginbotham 



Local History Society News 
Please, if you belong to another history soci
ety as well the Altrincham History Society, 
could you let the Editor have a copy of their 
meetings programme for 1993. 

The Editor thanks Ashton and Sale His

tory Society and North West Gas Historical 
Society for notice of their meetings. 

Ashton and Sale History Society 
Meets at the Claremont Centre, Claremont 

Road, Sale, on the first Wednesday of every 

month except January at 7.3Opm. 

7th October, 1 998, 'The Passing Trade 
(photographers)' . 

4th November, 1998, AGM and 'Old Photo
graphs of Ashton and Sale'. 
2nd December, 1998, Xmas Buffet. 

Aspull and Haigh Historical Society Mjets in the Village Centre, Bolton Road, 
Aspull on the second Thursday of the month 
at 8.00pm. 

12th November, 1998, 'A Taste of Christ-

mas'. 

Atherton Heritage Society 
Meets at the Methodist Chwch Hall oppo

site Atherton Library, Atherton on the sec

ond Monday of the month at 7.30pm. Mem

bers £1 .00, visitors £1 .50. 
9th November, 1998, 'Local Railways of the 

Past'. 

Chadderton Historical Society 
Meets at Chadderton Central Library, Mid-

dleton Road, Chadderton, Oldham at 

7.3Opm on the fmt Thursday Of each month. 

Visitors ' donations gratefully received. 

5th November, 1998, 'Lady Anne Clifford'. 

3rd December, 1998, 'Aspects of Bygone 

Chadderton' . 
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7th January, 1 999, Annual Party - 'The 
Roaring Twenties'. 
4th February, 1999, 'Sixty Years in Spin
ning Yarns'. 
4th March, 1999, 'The History of the Comic 

Postcard'. 
8th April, 1999, Visit to the Museum of 
Transport, Manchester. 

6th May, 1999, AGM. 

Crompton Local History Society 
Meets at Crompton Library, Farrow Street 

East, Shaw, Oldham at 7.3Opm on the fourth 
Wednesday on each month. 
28th October, 1998, 'A hall for All Seasons 
- A History and the Development of the Free 

Trade Hall' . 
25th November, 1998, 'The Co-op - The 
People's Business'. 

Friends of Lancashire Archives 
Meets at various places. For more informa-

tion contact Brenda Fox on 0 1995 604379. 

8th October, 1998, Day Trip to Saltaire. 
? November, 1998, Pre-Christmas Social 

and 'Old Christmas Cards' .  

22nd January, 1 999, Cheese and Wine Party 
and 'The Abbey Walk'.  

Frodsham Local History Group 
Meets at castle Park Arts Centre, Frodsham, 
at 7.45pm. Visitors 7Op. 

2nd November, 1998, 'The Work of an Ec
clesiastical Contractor' . 
7th December, 1998, 'Living Conditions in 

19th Century Liverpool' . 

Garston and District Historical Soci
ety 
Meets at Island Road Methodist Chwch, 

Garston at 7.3Opm. 



6th November, 1998, 'Members' Own Pres
entation and Social Night' . 
4th December, 1998, 'Dracula Night'.  

Golborne and Lowton Local History 
Society 
Meets at Golbome Library on the second 
Tuesday of the month at 7.00pm. Non-mem
bers welcome. 
10th November, 1998, 'The History of Low
ton' 

Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire 
Meets in the Roscoe Room (5th Floor) the 
Central Libraries, William Brown Street, 
Liverpool, at 7.00pm unless stated other
wise 
15th October, 1998, 'The middle-classes, 
history and culture in north-west England, 
c. I84�1900', County Hall, Chester. 
19th November, 1998, 'Clio, culture, and 
the city: historical societies in their nine
teenth-century urban context', Senate 
House, University of Liverpool. Reception 
hosted by the University of Liverpool before 
the lecture at 7.00pm in Senate House. 

Huyton-with-Roby Historic Society 
Meets in the Dining Room, Community 
Services Centre, off Lathom Road, Huyton. 
9th October, 1998, 'The History of Tea'. 
13th November, 1998, AGM 

12th March, 1998, 'Military Cemeteries and 
War Memorials' .  

Leigh and District Family History So
ciety 
Meets in the Derby Room, Leigh Library, 

Leigh Road, Leigh, Lancashire. For more 
details contact the Secretary, Mrs O. Hughes 
(01942 74 1594) 
21st October, 1998, 'Researching in Scot-

. land'. 
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Manchester Region Industrial Ar
chaeology Society 
Meets at the Town Hall, Albert Square, 
Manchester at 7.00pm for 7.3Opm, unless 
stated. Bookstall run by Chris Makepeace 
usually available. 
Friday, 9th October, 1998, 'Joseph Whit
worth'. 
Friday, 1 3th November, 1998, 'Mule Spin
ning' 
Friday, 1 1th December, 1998, MRIAS 
AGM. 

North West Gas Historical Society 
Not all dates and locations known, so where 
interested contact the Secretary, Frank Had
field, 42 Bakewell Road, Hazel Grove, 
Stockport SK7 6JU. Subscriptions are now 
£5.00 per year for members. 
October 1998, to be finalised. 
1 1 th November, 1998, 'Gaslight Goes to 

War', Stockport. 

Preston History Society 
Meets on Mondays on the Molly Aspinall 
Room, Preston Parish Church, Church 
Street, Preston, at 7.00pm. Visitors - £1 .00. 
2nd November, 1998, 'Silver in the Hills '. 
7th December, 1998, 'The Story of Preston 
Trams'. 
4th January, 1999, 'The Battles of the Ypres 
Salient'. 
1st February, 1999, 'Early Maps of Lanca
shire, Part IT' . 
1st March, 1999, 'Old Cinemas'. 
12th April, 1999, • A Victorian Travel Jour
nal, London to Tehran from the Diaries of 
my Grandfather, Alexander Adams'. 
10th May, 1999, AGM 
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Ramsbottom Heritage Society 
Meetings at 7.45pm on the third Wednesday 
of each month in the Civic Hall. Ramsbot
tom. 
21st October. 1998. '''Owd on a bit": Anec
dotes and poems; a bit of dialect reminis

cence'. 
18th November. 1998. 'The Forgotten H� 
roes. the 20th Foot of the Lancashire Fusil
iers' . 
9th December. 1998. 'Rocking Horses'. 

20th January. 1999. ' "Cry of Innocence": A 

New look at an old story'. 
17th Fe\Jruary. 1999. 'Moorland Mills' .  
17th March. 1999. Presentation of prizes in 
Photographic Competition. '''The history of 

this little valley": Turn and Shuttle worth vil
lages'. 
21st April. 1998, Birthday Meeting. "'Re
tum to Lancashire" and "Big Steam on the 
East Lancs .. • .  

19th May. 1999. 'Ramsbottom Reminis
cences'. 

South Trafford Archaeology Group 
(STAG) 
Meets at the STAG Display Centre. Timper-
ley Old Hall Hotel. at 7.3Opm. 

23rd October. 1998. 'The Black Prince in 
Gascony'. 
27th November. 1998. AGM. 
4th December. 1998. Xmas Party. 

LOCAL BOOKS 
Cinemas of Trafford: A souvenir of 100 years 
of cinema compiled by Douglas Rendell (self
publisher). 26 Crescent Road. Hale. Altrin
cham. Cheshire W A15 9NA. Paperback, illus
trations. £6.95 (plus postage). ISBN 0 9512560 
1 7 . Available on the Society's bookstall. 

Looking Back at Ashton (under-Lyne) edited 
by Alice Lock, Tameside Leisure Services. 
Stalybridge Library, Trinity Street, Stalybridge 
SK15 2BN. Paperback. illustrations, £6.99. 
ISBN 0 904506 1 6 9. 

Wetlallds of CM shire edited by M. Leah, Lan
caster University. Department of Archaeology. 
Paperback. £25.00. ISBN 1 86220 007 6. 

Wetlands of South West Lancashire editor by 
Robert Middleton. etc •• Lancaster University. 
Department of Archaeology. Paperback, 
£25.00. ISBN 1 86220 024 6. 

O/dOOm Corpormion Tramways by Arthur 
Kirby. Triangle Publishing. 509 Wigan Road, 
Leigh WN7 5HN. Paperback, illustrations, 
£13.95. ISBN 0 9529333 1 4. 
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Glimpse of New Moston: The Growth of a Mid
Nineteenth Century Village into a Manchester 
Residential Suburb by Bemard Claude Savage, 
New Moston History Society, New Moston Li
brary, Nuthurst Road, New Moston, Manches
ter M40 2PY. Paperback, illustrations, £3.50. 
ISBN 0 9532589 0 4. 

Parish Registers of St Bertoline, Barthomley, 
CMshire. Volume 1: Baptisms, Marriages, 
Burials 1562-1788, Audley and District Family 
History Society, 20 Hillside Avenue, EndoD, 
Stoke-on-Trent ST9 9HH. Paperback, £6.50. 
ISBN 0 9529494 3 1.  

Bowdon Wills: Wills and Probate Inventories 
from a CMshire Township. ParI 2: 1651-1689, 
transcribed by Jill Groves and Pat Higgin
botham, edited by Jill Groves, Northern Writ
ers Advisory Services, 17 Marford Crescent, 
Sale, Cheshire M33 4DN. Paperback, 1 map, 
£4.50. ISBN 0 9517782 8 5. Available from the 
Society's bookstall for only £3.50 until 14th 
December! 



Magazines 
Archaeology North West, the Bulletin of CBA 
North West, No. 12 (Vol. 2, Part VI), 
Autwnn/Winter 1997. A4, 24pp, 2 issues a 
year, £3.00 per issue, National Membership 
CBA £20.00 a year, Regional Membership 
CBA North West £4.00. Available from Or P. 
Carrington, Membership Secretary CBA North 
West, clo Chester Archaeology, 27 Grosvenor 
Street, Chester CH I 2DD. 

Articles include: 'Archaeology Today'; 
'Hunter-Gatherers and Early Farmers in the 
Lancashire Wetlands'; 'No. 14 Bewsey Street, 
Warrington. A Report on the Dismantling of a 
Georgian House'; 'The Investigation of a Bur
ial Vault at SL Wilfrid's Parish Church, 
Davenham, Cheshire'; 'A Bog Body from 
Ashton Moss'; 'Index to ANW Issues 1 to 12 
(Volumes 1 & 2)'. 

Browsings, journal of South Trafford Archae
ological Group, No.72. A4, 4pp, 4 issues a 
year, £7.00 annual membership fee. Available 
from Derek Pierce, Chairman, 30 Ollerton 
Avenue, Sale, M33 5HB. 

Items include: a humorous piece from the 
Internet; 'Royal Armouries, Leeds'; 'Detecting 
the Past'; 'Footprints in the Sand'; 'Summer 
Projects'; 'Millington Hall'; 'Notes from 
Abroad'. 

Chester Local History News. Spring and Sum
mer 1998. A4, 4pp, 4 issues a year, FREE. 
Available from Chester Archives, Town Hall, 
Chester CH 1 2H1. 

Items in the Spring issue include: 'Tunnels 
and Bridges: Chester's Connection with M.I. 
BruneI'; 'Edward Langley'; 'Trace the History 
of Your History'; 'The Streets of Chester Exhi
bition'; 'Re-creating Life in the Past'; 'Events 
Diary'. 

Items in the Summer issue include: 'All 
Aboard at Chester Station 1848-1998'; 'Mid
summer Watch Parade'; 'Louise Rayner: Wa
tercolours of Victorian Chester'; 'M.A. in Lo
cal History 1998-2000'; 'Trace and Display 
the History of SL John's Church'; 'TIle Mak
ing of the United Kingdom - new British Li
brary CD-ROM'; 'Council Chamber Centen
ary'; 'Cheshire Local History Association'.  
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Frodsham and District Local History Journal, 
No. 24, December 1997. A4, 22pp, 2 issues per 
year, £1.50 per copy. Not known where avail
able from. 

Articles include: 'Tribute to Bill Hawkin'; 
'Local History Group News'; 'A Visit to Ches
ter Cathedral'; 'Technical Developments in the 
Home during the Twentieth Century'; 'An 
Autumn Tale'; 'The Daresbury Dinosaur'; 
'The Runcorn Schooners'; ' Early School 
Memories'; 'Marshville'; 'Mrs Lucy Funnell'; 
'A Golden Celebration'; 'Poem - Tribute to 
Bill Hawkin'. 

Garston and District Historical Society News
letter, April 1998. A4, 2pp, 4 issues a year. 
Available from Mrs Rebecca Black, Secretary, 
109 Garston Old Road, Liverpool L19. 
News items include: 'Chair's Chat'; 'Commit
tee Report'; 'What's happening round and 
about Garston?: Roman Pottery found on old 
Airport site, Garston Docks - Change of Man
ager, Community Shop Development'.  

Gaslight, Newsletter of the North West Gas 
Historic Society, Nos. 62, 63, 64, 65 and 66, 
February, March, April, May and June/July 
1998. A4, 6pp, 6pp, 4pp and 4pp, £5.00 per 
year for 9 issues or £4.00 to affiliated societies. 
Available from Terry Mitchell, editor, Gas
light, Old Bamshaw Cottage, Pepper Street, 
Mobberley, Cheshire WA16 6JH. 

Items in No.62 include: 'Gaslight Gleam
ings'; 'Gaslight Goes to War: the death of 
SergL Harvey'; 'Puzzle Corner'; 'Dickens of a 
family: the Ways, who are lamplighters'; 
'James Colquhoun'; 'Separate Gas Supply and 
Distribution pleads MP (1849)'; '00 the Buses 
2'; 'The First shall last'; 'Striking Perform-
ance'.  

Items in No.63 include: 'Gaslight Gleam
ings'; "'TIle First Shall Last"'; '''A Few Words 
on the Subject Would Not be Out of Place" -
TIle Founding of the Manchester Juniors'; 
'TIle TIleatre is for Burning ! '; 'Samuel Clegg 
and the Morpeth Gas Company'; 'Funny You 
Should Say That'; 'Puzzle Corner: The An
swer'. 
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Items in No.64 include: 'David M. 
Thompson (1905-1998)' (obituary)· 'Gaslight 
Gleamings'; 'm Met by Gas Light';' 'Thoughts 
on Times Past'; 'Lines Written on the Occa
sion of Light Sidcot School with Gas' (1852). 

Items in No.65 include: 'Gaslight Gleam
ings'; 'Thomas Greaves Barlow, the Journal of 
Gas Lightings and Samuel Gregg'; 'Situation 
Vacant'; 'The Night they Burnt Old Chicago 
Down'; 'A Gasholder Blown Over'; 'A 
Gasholder Not Blown Over'. 

Items in No.66 include: 'Gaslight Gleam
ings'; 'George Livesey's Ghost'; 'Wonderfuel 
Gas - 1850's Style'; 'More Gasholder Adven
tures'. 

Greater Manchester Courier, Nos .61 and 62, 
April and July 1998. A4, 5pp, 4 issues a year, 
£2.00 a year (for postage only). Available from 
Greater Manchester Record Office, 56 Mar
shall Street, New Cross, Manchester M4 5FU. 

News items in No.61 include: 'GMCRO 
News: The Ducie Street Warehouse (unfortu
nately GMCRO will not be moving there); The 
Paul Graney Tape Trust'; 'Archival Institu
tions'; 'Notes and News'; 'Books and Publica
tions'; 'Snippets'.  . 

Items in No.62 include: 'Archival Institu
tions'; 'Notes and News'; 'Books and Publica
tions'; 'Snippets'. 

The Griffin, newsletter of the Chadderton His
torical Society, No.6, March 1998. A4, 2pp, 4 
issues a year, price unknown. Available from 
Mr M Lawson, Secretary, Chadderton Histori
cal Society, 1 8  Moreton Street, Chadderton 
OL9 0LP. 

Items include: 'Honorary Alderman Ralph 
Semple'; 'Boundaries and Communities'; 
'Chadderton's Tribute'; 'Chadderton's Cotton 
Industry - the fmal chapter?'. 

Heritage News from Salford Quays, Vol. l ,  

No.6, Sununer/Autumn 1998. A4, 4pp, 2 issues 
a year, FREE. Available from Salford Quays 
Heritage Centre, 3 The Quays, Salford M5 

2SQ. 
Items include: 'Year 2000 Exhbition'; 

'Heritage Interpretation'; 'Eccles Heritage'; 
'Education'; 'Boat Rally'; 'Web Sites': 

Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire 
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Newsieller, No. lO, June 1998. A4, 4pp, 4 is
sues a year, lJUlual membership subscription 
£16.00 (including 1 Transactions). Available 
from Margaret Procter, Newsletter Editor, Uni
versity of Liverpool, P.O. Box 123, Liverpool 
L69 3DA. 

Items in No. 1O include: 'The Founders of 
the Society'; 'Council members past and pre
sent at look back at the Society and what it has 
meant to them'; 'Membership certificate - its 
iconography' . 

Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire. 
Transactions of, Vol.l46, 1996 (which ap
peared in February 1998). A5. 252pp, 1 issue a 
year, subscriptions £12.00 a year (including 4 
issues of the Newsletter). Available from Hon. 
Secretary, Roger Hull, Flat 4, 3 Bramhall Road, 
Liverpool L22 3XA. 

Articles include: 'The book of hours of the 
Bradyll family of Whalley Abbey (University 
of Leeds, Brotherton MS. 15)'; 'Hugh, 12th 
Lord WilIoughby of Parham, a leading Lanca
shire dissenter at and after the Revolution of 
1688-89'; 'Wedgwood and Bentley in Liver
pool and the North-west'; 'The Earle collec
tion: records of a Liverpool family of mer
chants and shipowners'; 'How war came to 
Bolton, 1938-40'; 'Recent work on the history 
of Lancashire and Cheshire: The early modem 
period, Since the late eighteenth century'; 'Re
cent fmds of Roman coins in Lancashire: 
fourth report'; 'Two paintings of Liverpool in 
1680: a reassessment'; 'Blackbum noncon
formity: an earlier episode'. 

Lancashire History Quarterly, Vo1.2, Nos. l 
and 2, March and June 1998. A4, 4Opp, 4 issues 
a year, £12.50 yearly subscription. Available 
from Hudson History, Proctor House, Kirk
gate, Settle, North Yorkshire BD24 90Z. 

Articles in No. l include: 'The Quest for 
Three Grails in Duxbury'; 'The Mysteries of 
Gawthorpe Hall'; 'Population Growth and 
Mobility in Cartmel'; 'Lancashire's Dick Tur
pin'; 'Garston's Minor Mystery'; 'A Manches
ter Maid: Part One'; 'Gladstone's Southport'; 
'The Origin of the Name Wigan'; 'Our Fastidi
ous Friend Sergeant Bull'; 'Why Edward 

Marsden had a wasted journey to York'; 'Two 
up, two down'; 'The Livery Collar of the 



Duchy of Lancaster'. 
Articles in No.2 include: 'Mamuciwn: a 

Trail around the remains of Roman Manches
ter'; 'Mysteries of Gawthorpe Hall: The Bar
ton Shields '; ' Bury's only Victoria Cross Win
ner'; 'The Pemberton Colliery Explosion: Wi
gan, Lancashire, 1 1th October, 1877'; 'The de
velopment of the Canal in the Burnley, Colne 
and Nelson Area and Its Economic Effect'; 
'Sacred Trinity Chapel, Chapel Street, Black
friars, Salford'; 'Holden Chapel and its Regis
ters'; 'A Manchester Maid (Part Two)'; 'The 
Stirzaker Family: Further notes and theories'; 
' ''Two Up, Two Down": Recollections of Vil
liers Street, Oldham'; 'The Heswall Sanato
riwn'; 'Whewell and Lancaster'; 'The Alwn 
Mine near Blackbum'; 'Early Southport Pho
tographers' . 

The Mundling Stick, Newsletter of the Lion 
Salt Works TlUSt, Spring 1998, Vol. 4, No. I .  
A4, 4pp, 4 issues a year, FREE. Available from 
Nick Davies, Project Assistant, Lion Salt 
Works Trust, Ollershaw Lane, Marston, North
wich CW9 6ES. 

Items include: 'Photographs of Salt Works 
Reveal Details of Lost Pan House'; 'Replica 
Roman Salt Pan'; 'TV News Report from Salt 
Works'; 'Thanks to Trustee'; 'Private Siding 
Uncovered'; 'Founding Sponsor Scheme'; 
'Costings for Restoration'. 

New Moston History Society Newsletter, No.8, 
March 1998. A4, 2pp, 4 issues a year, free to 
members. Edited by B.F. Cosgrove. 

News items include a request for old photo
graphs of New MostoD, correspondence from 
former New Moston residents, a request for in
formation on James Wroe (b.1739), celebra
tion of centenary of Moston Library, new 
members, Fred Green's poems, and Friday 
talks. 

The Past Uncovered, quarterly newsletter of 
Chester Archaeology, Winter 1997, Spring and 
Summer 1998. A4, 4 issues a year, FREE. 
Available from Chester Archaeology, 27 Gros
venor Street, Chester CH I 2DD. 

Items in Winter 1997 issue include: 'Prehis-
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tory in the park'; 'Under the church floor'; 
'Miller of Dee'; 'Portable antiquities'; 'Alder
ley Edge Survey'; 'Multimedia update: News 
from the Archives'. 

Items in Spring 1998 issue include: 'Step
ping back in time'; 'Chester Rows'; 'Famdon 
churchyard survey';  'A triangUlar vision' . 

Items in Summer 1998 include: 'Archaeolo
gists on the road to discovery' (medieval road 
underneath demolished Royal Infmnary); 
'Pots and pipes';  'Bread and wine'; 'Bishop's 
House'; 'Work experience in Cultural Serv
ices'; 'Chester Archaeological Society on the 
Web'. 

Ramsbottom Heritage Society News Magazine, 
Spring 1998, No.16. AS, 16pp, 2 issues a y�, 
7Sp each issue to non-members. Available 
from Rarnsbottom Heritage Society, The Heri
tage Centre, Carr Street, Rarnsbottom, Bury, 
Lancashire BLO 9AE. 
Articles include: 'Ramsbottom Miscellanea';  
'Society Stretches: Andrew Todd'; 'peel Brow 
in the '20s: Some Boyhood Recollections';  
'Robert Thorpe: Tumbull and Stockdale's last 
Block Cutter'; 'How the Hansom Family came 
to Rarnsbottorn'; 'Memories of the Old Police 
Station'; 'Ridgeways: a Chronicle of our Own
ership of a Cottage in the Ridge, 1944'; 'Swn
merseat Kayaks of the '4Os: more harmless 
Children's Games from the Good Old Days'. 

Salford Local History Society Newsletter, 
Vols.25 and 26, Nos.8- 12 and 1 ,  April and May 
1998. A4, 12pp, 12 issues a year. Available 
from Mr D Rainger, 7 St George's Crescent, 
Pendleton, SALFORD M6 8JC 

News items in Nos.8-12 on the non-appear
ance of SUlS Newsletter until now, the AGM, 
Lancashire Local History Federation members, 
Midwood Meetings, Answers to the Christmas; -

Picture Quiz, and many more items of news. 
News items in Vo1.26, No. l on subscrip

tions, obituary of Mr Wallace -Brereton (past 
Chairman). 
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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 
We say 'Thank you' to Mrs Jill Groves for put
ting together another interesting Journal and to 
the contributors. Mr Warburton lives in Sussex 
but has not forgotten Altrincham nor the Soci
ety. One article refers to the Heritage Days 
when dozens of places in the area round us, 
which normally make a charge or are not open, 
throw their doors open to us. Do visit some of 
them. The dates this year are 1 1 -12 September 
1999. Two other dates for your diary are 
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'
Cheshire Archaeology Day at Northwich, 10th 
April 1994 and Local History Day, also at 
Northwich, 30th October. 

For a Millennium Project Mr Richbell had 

suggested planting a year tree at St. George's. 

Unfortunately the church members had also 

thought of this which scuppered our plan, so if 

you have any ideas about an alternative project 
please let the Honorary Secretary know. 

Don Bayliss 



SOCIETY NEWS AND MEETINGS 
Meets at Altrincham Library, Starnford New 
Road, Altrincham at 7.3Opm on Mondays. 
Visitors £1.00 
22nd March, l999, Members' Evening. 

26th April, 1999, 'The Bayeux Tapestry' . 
17th May, 1999, 'Cheshire Churches'. 

SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS A V AILABLE FROM THE 
BOOKSTALL 

Back copies of Altrincham History Society 
lournals 4 to 16 

Altrincham History Society lournal 4 
Contents: 'Altrincham in the Survey and Rent
al of the Manor of Dunham Massey AD 1348-
49: Part 11'; '26th November, 1813  - General 
Rejoicing in Altrincham'; 'Extracts of Pro
ceedings of the Altrincham and District Natu
ral History and Literary Society'; 'A Royal 
Coat of Arms at Shotwick'. 
Price: £0.75 to members, £1.00 to non-mem
bers 

Altrincham History Society lournal 5 
Contents: '''Finem Respice" and the Black 
Horse'; 'A Brief Insight into Military Obliga
tion in Ashley in the Fourteenth Century'; 
'Captain Scott's Visit to Searnons Moss 
School'; 'Obituary and Appreciation: Sale's 
History Man - Norman Swain'. 
Price: £0.75 to members, £1 .00 to non-mem
bers 

Altrincham History Society lournal 9 
Contents: 'The Dutch wars - 1652-74'; 'A 
Tameside Man in the Isle of Man'; 'The Den
ton Churchyard Masonix Gravestone'; 'Stray 
Thoughts'. 
Price: £0.75 to members, £1.00 to non-mem
bers 

Altrincham History Society 10urnal lO 
Contents: 'What's in a Name? The term 'alias' 
and the legitimate families of Altrincham, 
Ashton-on-Mersey and Sale'; 'Cunningham's 
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Camp, 1894-1939: The International Young 
Men's Holiday Camp, Isle of Man'; ' 1667 
Subsidy Roll for Altrincham'; 'The Contribu
tion of Some Recent Booklets on the Civil War 
in Cheshire and Surrounding Counties' .  
Price: £0.75 to members, £1 .00 to non-mem
bers 

Altrincham History Society lournal l l  
Contents: 'Provost's Sunday' ;  'Comments on 
the 1667 Subsidy Roll for Altrincham'; 'Com
parison of Altrincham in 1 667 with Neigh
bouring Townships'.  
Price: £0.75 to members, £1 .00 to non-mem
bers 

Altrillcham History Society lournal 12 
Contents: 'Broadheath and a Naval Enigma, 
1916'; 'Cottages at Nos. 1 1 3  and 1 15, Naviga
tion Road'; 'A Grand Inquest of Altrincham 
Court Leet, 1744'; 'Who was Who in Bowdon, 
1 600 to 1650: Part 1 ' .  
Price: £0.75 to members, £1 .00 to non-mem
bers 

Altrillcham History Society 10urnal 13 
Contents: 'A Great President - an appreciation 
of Nom1an Dore'; 'Anyone for Croquet?'; 
'The Altrincham Tithe Map Scheule of 1838'; 
'Altrincham Between the Wars'. 
Price: £0.75 to members, £1 .00 to non-mem
bers 

Altrillcham History Society lourna/ 14 
Contents: 'From Pillar to Pill Capsule and 
Back Again'; 'Off-the-Peg Planning in Medie-



val N.E. Cheshire';  'Ferdinand Laughton of 
Altrincham, gentleman, c. 1690 to 1750'. 
Price: ffi.75 to members, £1.00 to non-mem
bers 

Altrincham History Society lournal 15 
Contents: ' A  Note from Barbara Nevell'; 'Mis
cellanea'; ' Goering as Property Developer: 
The Bombing of 'Southwold' ,  South Downs 
Road, Hale'; 'The English Borough in the 
Thirteenth Century';  'The hnpending Disap
pearance�Carrington Moss' .  
Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to non-mem
bers 

Altrincham History Society lournal 16 
Contents: 'Susan !sabel Dacre, Artist, 1844 to 
1933 '; 'The Walton Family of Bowdon and 
Dunham Massey';  'Altrincham and Bowdon 
Occupations, 1600- 1760'; 'Epidemics in Man
chester, Chester, Liverpool and Lancaster' .  
Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to non-mem
bers 

Altrincham History Society Occasional Papers 
Other Publications 
Map of Carrington, 1904 (with article on the 
history of Carrington Moss by Don Bayliss on 
reverse) 
Price: £1 .95. 

NORTH WEST HISTORY NEWS 
Trafford Photofile 
Trafford Local Studies Centre now has 2,000 
images (photographs, etc) on its new digital 
imaging system. It will make retrieval and re
production of illustrations easier for both staff 
and the public. It is hoped to eventually put the 
system onto the Internet, as Leeds City Librar
ies have done already. 

Wilmslow Historical Society Project 
Group . Tithe Maps 
For its Millennium project the Wilrnslow His
torical Society is working to produce a series 
of eleven tithe maps, showing Old Wilrnslow 
parish as it was in 1 842. The maps will include 
details of landowners, occupiers and field 
names for more than 3,000 plots. For more in
formation contact G.P. Walker, 4 Campden 
Way, Handforth, Wilrnslow, Cheshire SK9 
3JA. [Source: Local History News] 

Old Toll House and Bridge at Warburton 
Local history societies are increasingly con
cerned about the state of the Old Toll House 
and the Toll Bridge at Warburton. For those 
who don't know these structures, the bridge 
spans the now dry course of the River Mersey 
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to the west of Dunham Massey and Warburton 
village (it is note the large steel bridge over the 
Ship Canal). Both structures probably date 
from at least the eighteenth century. Both 
Lymm Local History Society and Irlam, Cadis
head and District Local History Society, the 
two history societies closest to the bridge and 
toll house, believe that an extension to the 
Warburton Conservation Area would be the 
best way to help preserve them. Trafford Bor
ough Council, within whose borough the toll 
house and bridge are, believes that listing is the 
solution. [Information in a letter from and Ir
lan1, Cadishead and District Local History So
ciety.] 

The bridge and toll house are still used for 
their original use, collecting tolls, which is lOp 
per car these days. Developments in measures 
to preserve them will be watched with interest 

Tameside Family History Award 1999 
If your family comes from Tameside and you 
are doing a study mainly based on the area, 
then you are probably eligible to enter the 
above-named competition. There is a first 
prize of £100 and a second prize of £50. The 



closing date is 15th July 1999. For more infor
mation and entry forms contact Tameside L0-
cal Studies Library, Stalybridge Library, Trin-

ity Street, Stalybridge SK15 2BN. Tel 0 1 6 1  
303 7937. Fax: 0161 303 8289. 

Events in the North West 

Lancashire Local History Federation 
Conference andAGM 

24th 
April, 1999 

Wigan Pier 

Lccal History Fair 
21S1 May, 2000 

Lowther Pavilion, Lytham St. Annes 
(This is now a finn date.) 

Chipping Historical Society 
At Home 

2
od

October, 1999 

Lancashire Record Office 
Open Day 

12
th 

February, 1999 

Centre for North-west Regional Studies 
2(/' Lcncashire Archaeology Conference 

6th March, l999 

Faraday Lecture Theatre, Lancaster University 
Fee: £10.00 

Lcncashire Witch Trials 

23,d(24tb April, 1999 
St Martins College 

Ruskin Day 
15

th 
May, 1999 

Lancaster University and Brantwood 

CNWRS Local History Seminars 
Gillows in the 1lf' century 

24
th 

February, 1999 

Fruit in the North West 1500-1900: growing, 
marketin«; cooking and eating 

24 March, 1999 
Fee: £2.50 per seminar 

Details available from Lancaster University, 
CNWRS, Fylde College, Bailrigg, Lancaster LA 1 

4YF 

Other Local History Society Programmes ' 
Ashton and Sale History Society 

Meets at the Claremont Centre, Claremont 
Road, Sale, on the first Wednesday of every 
month except January at 7. 15pm. 
7th April, 1999, 'James Prescot Joule' . 
5th May, 1999, Members' Evening. 
9th June, 1999, 'Manchester South -Junction 
and Altrincham Railway'. 
7th July, 1999, 'The Bride and Groom'. 
4th August, 1999, 'Barton Bridge'. 
1st September, 1999, 'Plague and Pestilence'. 
6th October, 1999, 'The Hatting Trade'. 
3rd November, 1999, AGM and 'Old Photos 
of the Area'. 
1st December, 1999, Christmas Party. 
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Burton and South Wirral Local History So

ciety 

Meets at Gladstone Village Hall, 8.00pm. Visi
tors £ 1.00. 
8th April, 1999, 'Medieval Sculpture and the 
Norton Priory St. Christopher' .  
13th May, 1999, AGM and Members' Eve
ning. 

Chester Archaeological Society 
Meets at various places, 2.30pm. Visitors 
£1.50 
24th April, 1999, 'New Light on the Roman 
Town of Wroxeter and Its Hinterland' .  
8th May, 1999, 'York Archaeology - Past, Pre
sent and Future'. 



Denton Local History Society 
Meets at the Festival Hall, Peel Street, Denton 
on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each 
month, workshops on the second and lectures 
(listed below) on the fourth. 
23rd March, 1999, 'Audenshaw Churches 
Apart'. 
27th April, 1999, 'A Word in Your Ear'. 
27th May, 1999, Visit to Gorton village and 
Brookfield Church. 
8th June, 1999, AGM and 'Mirth at the Mill'. 
13th July, 1999, Walk. 

Four Parishes Research Group 
Meets at Brereton Park, Malpas at 7.30pm. For 
more details contact Mrs Idina Hastings, e
mail: itlina@hastingsi.freeserve.co.ulk 
7th May, 1999, Members' Working Meeting. 
13th May, 1999, Talk to be arranged. 
10th June, 1999, 'Probate Inventories of 
Prescot'. 
8th July, 1999, Open Meeting. 

Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire 
Meets in the Roscoe Room (5th Floor) the 
Central Libraries, William Brown Street, Liv
erpool, at 7.0Opm unless stated otherwise 
18th March, 1999, 'Piu's Income Tax in Lan
cashire 1799-1802'.  
20th May, 1999, ' Deceiving Posterity: An In
quiry into the Nature of Certain 19th-century 
Local Prints' . 
17th June, 1999, 'William Lassell: Successful 
Liverpool Businessman and Famous Astrono
mer' . 
16th September, 1999, 'Emigrants from 
Cheshire in the Mid-19th Century'. 
21st October, 1999, 'The Role of Newspaper 
Advertising in the Female Servant Employ
ment in Late 19th-century Che§hire' . 
18th November, 1999, to be announced. 

Holt Local History Society 
Meets at Holt Community Centre, Chapel 
Street, Holt at 7.30pm. 
15th April, 1999, 'The final years of Valle 

Crucis Abbey'. 

Irlam, Cadishead and District Local History 
Society 
Meets at Irlam Library on the Wednesday of 
the month at 7.3Opm. 
2 1  st April, 1999, 'Family History'. 
19th May, 1999, 'Underground Canals' .  
21  st June, 1999, Guided Tour of Old Barton'.  
2 1  st July, 1999, 'Kings Highway, Part 2' .  

Knutsford Historical Society 
Meets at Tatton Suite, Civic Centre, 
Knutsford, at 8.0Opm. 

. 
1 5th April, 1999, AGM and 'A Browser's 
Guide to Cheshire Churches' . 
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Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian Soci· 
ety 
Meets at various venues in and around Man
chester at various times. For more details con
tact Mr Maurice Garratt, Hon. Secretary, 59 
Malmesbury Road, Cheadle HuIme, 
CHEADLE, Cheshire SK8 7QL 
16th April, 1999, 'The butcher, the baker, the 
candlewick maker: the urban economy of late 
medieval Chester', at the Friends Meeting 
house, Mount Street, Manchester at 6.45pm 
14th May, 1999, Excursion to Disley. Meet at 
Disley Station car park 7.00pm. 
26th June, 1999, Excursion to SuUon Hall 
(Sutton Weaver) and Belmont Hall (Great 
Budworth). Meet at Belmont Hall (Cranley 
School), Great Budworth, 2.00pm. 
) Ith July, 1999, Excursion to Hebden Bridge. 
Meet at Hebden Bridge Marina, 2.00pm 

Lymm and District Local History Society 
Meets at the Village Hall, Pepper Street, 
Lymm at 8.00pm. 
12th April, 1999, ,'Domestic Service and the 
Country House'. 
10th May, 1999, AGM and Members' Eve
ning. 

Macclesfield History Society 
Meets at Library, Jordangate (Brunswick 



Street entrance), Macclesfield at 7.45pm 
9th April, 1999, AGM and 'The History of the 
North Staffordshire Coalfield' .  

Manchester Civic Society 
P.O. Box 436, Manchester M60 2AS. Tel. 
0161  832 4445 (evenings) for more informa
tion on meetings. 
14th April, 1999, 'Mapping the Town'. 

New Moston History Society 
Meets at New Moston Library, Nuthurst Road, 
New Moston on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of 
each month at 6.30pm, and also a speaker at 
2.0Opm on the third Friday of each month. 
Friday talks 
16th April, 1999, 'Co-op The People's Busi
ness'. 
21st May, 1999, 'The Lancashire Witches'. 
18th June, 1999, 'The History of Cheshire'. 

North West Gas Historical Society 

Not all dates and locations known, so where 
interested contact the Secretary, Frank Had
field, 42 Bakewell Road, Hazel Grove, Stock
port SK7 6JU. Subscriptions are now £5.00 per 
year for members. 
15th April, 1999, 'The Cult of the Amateur in 
British Business' .  
19th May, 1999, 'A Gasman Goes to Buenos 
Ayres' .  
June 1999, 'Visit to the "History of the Co-op
erative Movement" at the Toad Lane Museum, 
Rochdale'. 
14th October, 1999, 'Early Motor Transport of 
the Gas Industry'. 
l l th November, 1999, 'Gaslight Goes to War 
The Final Years'. 

North East Cheshire Vernacular Architec

ture Group 
Meets at STAG headquarters (behind the Old 
Hall Hotel), Timperley, Altrincham. 

Poynton History Society 
7th April, 1999, 'The History of Stockport 
Market'. 
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5th May, 1999, AGM and Members' Night 

Salford Local History Society 
Meets at Midwood Hall, Eccles Old Road, Sal
ford on the last Tuesday of the moth, at 
7.3Opm. (Buses 67 and 68 stop nearby.) 
30th March, 1999, "'Sex, Wigs and Drink" - A 
Manchester Diary from the Reign of Queen 
Anne'. 
27th April, 1999, AGM and slide show. 

Sandbach History Society 
Meets at Sandbach Library at 7.45pm. Visitors 
£1.00. 
13th April, 1999, 'Victorian Seaside Souve-
nirs'. 
4th May, 1999, AGM 

South TrafTord Archaeology Group 
(STAG) 
Meets at the STAG Display Centre, Timperley 
Old Hall Hotel, at 7.30pm. 
26th March, 1999, 'Cheshire Churches: A 
Browser's Guide' 
23rd April, 1999, 'Bowdon: 1000-2000 AD'. 
2 1st May, 1999, 'History of the Midland Ho
tel' . 
24th September, 1999, to be arranged. 
22nd October, 1999, 'Barleycastle Farm, Ap
pleton'. 
26th November, 1999, AGM 
3rd December, 1999, Xmas Party. 

Stockport Historical Society 
Meets at Tiviot Dale Methodist Church on the 
third Friday of each month at 7.45pm. Visitors 
£1.00. 
16th April, 1999, 'World War IT and the 
North-west Contribution'. 
21st May, 1999, AGM. 
June 1999, Summer outing (date to be an
nounced). 
Weaverham History Society 

For more details contact Mc Richard Pallister 
on 01606 882937 
13th April, 1999, 'The Archaeology of Tat-



ton' .  
1 1th May, 1999, 'The First Prince of Wales 
and Cheshire' . 
8th June, 1999, 'Maritime Aspects of Roman 
Chester'. 
13th July, 1999, 'The Output of Yarwood's 
Shipyard'. 

Widnes Historical Society 
Meets in Famworth Church of England 
School, Pit Lane, Widnes on Fridays at 
7.3Opm. Visitors £1.00. 
April 1999, Special Meeting (date to be ar
ranged) 
l l th June, l999, AGM 

Wilmslow Historical Society 

Meets at St Bartholomew's Parish Hall, Chan
cel Lane, Wilmslow, at 7.45pm. 
14th April, 1999, 'Thomas Telford' .  
12th May, 1999, AGM. 

8th September, 1999, 'Medieval Maccles
field' . 
1 3th October, 1999, 'Mobberley and Its 
Houses'. 
10th November, 1999, 'Every Street in Man
chester: the University Settlement in Ancoats 
c.1895-1914'. 
1st December, 1999, Christmas Social Eve
ning. 

12th January, 2000, 'The Origins and Devel
opment of the Rows in Chester'. 
9th February, 2000, 'The Detective Work Be
hind Local History' . 
8th March, 2000, subject not yet decided. 
12th April, 2000, 'Nineteenth Century Villa 
Gardens in Alderley Edge and the North 
West'. 
9th May, 2000, AGM and slides of historical . 
Wilmslow. 

HERITAGE OPE" DAYS. 1 998 

12th _13th September, 1998 

Members will remember that included in the 
letter from the Chairman (4.9. 1998) was a list, 
supplied by Chris Hill, of properties in this 
area not normally open to the general public 
which were open over the Heritage Weekend 
in September 1998. The author and his wife 
took the opportunity to visit four of them. 

t Hale Unitarian Chapel, Hale Barns 
This might be described as a building of beau
tiful simplicity like the Unitarian Chapels in 
Knutsford or Dean Row, near Wilmslow. It 
was built in 1723 for 'Protestant subjects of the 
Presbyterian Persuasion, Dissenters from the 
Church of England. The chapel is mainly in its 
original form with box pews and a pulpit with 
a sounding board above. There is even a hook 
to bold the preachers hat and coat! 
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Ron Higginbottom 
The stained glass is by Burne-Jones and 

Monis. 

2 Flowery Field Free Christian Church, 
Hyde 
Was built in the 'Tudor Gothic style in 1878, 

. heavily funded by Thomas Ashton, the mill 
owner. The church canies this inscription on 
the tower: 

'To the worship of God by a congregation 
bound by no creed or confession of faith 
who, under ministers, equally free to follow 
Truth, humbly strive to love God and to 
serve their fellow men. This church is dedi
cated by Thomas Ashton of Hyde and Eliza
beth his wife. AD MDCCCLXXVm [ 1878]. 

The church is built in stone with a tower, 



" 

chancel and nave. On the Heritage Open Days 
records are left out for the visitor to peruse. 
TIle author was able to fmd the entry of his 
own baptism by the Revd. I.E. Burgess in 
1926( -ish). 

3 The Church of St Francis, Gorton 
This church has been described as 'rising like a 
heavenly vision over the drab wasteland of 
Gorton. It was built in 1872 by Roman Catho
lic Franciscan Friars, who employed as the ar
chitect E.W. Pugin (son of A.W.N. Pugin). 
TIle building was intended to be showpiece 
with great flying buttresses, which are purely 
decorative. Unfortunately, it was sold to a de
veloper in the 1980s, who stripped the church 
before going out of business vandals have car
ried on further destruction. 

The considerable number of visitors present 
shows there is much interest in saving the 
building from its present sorry state. 

St Francis, Gorton, designed by E. W. Pugin. 
Drawing by R. Higginbottom 
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4 Finally, we visited St. James Parish 
Church, Didsbury 
It lies opposite the Fletcher Moss Museum in 
the old part of Didsbury. The church is a very 
old foundation, modified and even rebuilt 
through the ages. In 1620 Sir Edward Mosley, 
who became Lord of the Manor of Withington, 
dismantled the old church and built a new one. 
It was further restored in 1885. 

On the south wall of the Transcept is a 
monument to Sir Nicholas Mosley, his two 
wives and children. Sir Nicholas was Lord 
Mayor of London in 1 599. He was Lord of the 
Manor of Manchester and was buried in 
Didsbury in 1612. The parish was once very 
extensive, taking in Moss Side, Burnage, 
Chorlton, Levenshulme, Rusholme, With
ington, Reddish, Heaton Norris and Barlow 
Moor. 

We happened to choose four churches, but 
there was a great variety of venues - such as 
Victorian swimming baths, Crown Courts, 
hospitals, water treatment works, etc. We were 
made welcome everywhere and look forward 
to making different visits in 1999. 

[Editor - The Heritage Open Days will be on 
1 1 th_12th September in 1999. Make a note of 
this in your diaries.] 



THE OTH ER ALTRINCHAM GAS WOR KS 
The first gas producing plant in Altrincham 
was introduced in 1841 by George Massey, the 
publican of the Unicorn} and was probably 
sited somewhere behind the hotel in Arnold's 
Yard. This proved so successful in lighting the 
frontage of the hotel, that the citizens of the 
town raised enough money, £4,000, in 1 843, 
that they were able to buy the plant for the 
benefit of the town, by providing the gas light
ing over a wider area. This improved morality 
in the neighbourhood of Higher Town and was 
certainly an improvement on the horn lanterns 
used by the two town constables. Demand 
soon outstripped the capacity of George 
Massey's small plant and so gas production 
was transferred to Hale Moss, on the site now 
occupied by Welman House. One cannot help 
wondering if this move was influenced by the 
realisation by the inhabitants of Higher Town, 
that there were disadvantages associated with 
having a gas works on their door- step (smoke. 
smuts and smells), as well as advantages. 

However, sometime later, there was another 
gas plant in Altrincharn. owned by the South 
Junction railway company and located on their 
premises at Altrincham Station. This was for 
providing gas to light the trains. Gas holders 
above a certain diameter were shown on Ord
nance Survey maps at a later period by the 
symboi of a small circle, but as far as is known, 
such an indication is not marked on maps cov
ering the Altrincham area. It is possible that 
another type of m�p would show such details 
as plant and holder; and this would be on what 
are known as Rating Maps" w.hich railway 
companies were obliged to provide for the lo
cal authority to enable the rates fOl: such prem
ises as stations to be assessed. If such a map 
still existed, it would be kept by the local coun
cil planning department, but as it is believed 
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Chris Hill 
that a standard £25, is charged for examining 
any plan from the archives, the possibility of 
confuming such details will remain a remote 
possibility.2 This is not to say that such gas 
making plant did not exist at the station. for 
there is photographic evidence to show that the 
trains were gas lit. 

In 1860, James Newall, a railway carriage 
builder of Bury, took out patents to cover a 
means of rapidly filling up gas reservoirs on 
trains, enabling gas-lighting to be used. He 
formed the Railway Carriage and Steam Boat 
Gas Lighting Company Limited, and soon 
quite a few railway companies were using his 
methods to replace the inefficient oil-lighting 
which was used previously. The system was 
very suitable for short-journey suburban trains, 
and was ideally suited to the shuttle service op
erating between Altrincham and Manchester, 
one of the first to introduce coal-gas illumina
tion for its carriages. A gas-making plant was 
required at each terminus. Such lighting sys
tems were used widely in the North West, 
around London and also on the Mersey Ferry 
boats. It is known that the plant at Altrincham 
was built by W.C. Holmes of Huddersfield, 
about 1870. Although, eventually, this system 
of lighting gave way, first to gas produced 
from gasoil, and then to electricity generated 
by each coaches' dynamo, the Altrincham line 
continued to use the old method for a consider
able time; the last specially built carriage fitted 
with a compartment housing the gas reservoir, 
being delivered in 1901 and such carriages be
ing in use until the early 1930s. 

The main supply of coal gas was carried in 
special compartments (usually next to the 
guard's van), three of which were provided in 
each train of twelve coaches. Some of these 

i , I 
i 



Photograph of coal gas container in its train 
compartment in 1928. 

containers viewed in 1928, had then been in 
seIVice, without repair, since 1885, a period of 
forty-two years seIVice, an indication of the 
good workmanship used in making the equip
ment. The containers in these compartments 
were of a flexible, or bellows type, sufficient 
pressure being maintained by weights, to en
sure the gas was conveyed through flexible 
roof mains, with connections to the lamps; the 

whole system being a low pressure one. At the 
outset, a single upright gas flame was used in 
each lamp; a vast improvement on the oil 
lamps with their smoky, lambent flames. Later, 
these were superseded by burners which had a 
fairly white, horizontal, circular flame, and 
these in turn were outclassed by incandescent 
mantles. Such lighting was a great advantage 
to those routes which involved long tunnels, 
such as the Rainhill line near Edge Hill, near 
Liverpool. 

Other railways tried acetylene lighting. 
However, a few dreadful explosions soon dis
couraged such lighting; but that's another 
story. 

Notes 
1. A Blue Plaque on the hotel frontage commemo
rates this episode of Altrincham 's history. 
2. The Manchester Transport Museum does not hold 
any such rating maps. 

References 
1928, Twenty First Anniversary edition of the Pro
ceedings of the Altrincham & District Natural His
tory & Literary Society. 
Letter in North West Gas' house magazine, Link-Up, 
September 1986, based on the above account of that 
Society's visit to the railway station, and a follow-up 
letter in the following November issue, from Mr. J.B. 
Home, who used to work for N.W. Gas in the early 
seventies, but then transferred to Southampton. 
A letter from the above gentleman covering the same 
ground as that of the follow-up letter . 

A SEVET)CEEl)Cb CET)CURg AUCCrOT) 
In the late summer of 1616, just as the main 
grain halVest was beginning, Robert, Ellen and 
Sibell Artenstall, the son and daughters of 
Thomas Artenstall of Altrincham, set about 
selling their late father's possessions in a way 
akin to a modern auction. 

Although it was at a busy time for local 
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JiII Groves 
farmers, thirty people or more crowded into 
the little farmhouse. Many were from Altrin
cham and Bowdon, but some had come from 
Timperley, Sinderland, Dunham Massey and 
Carrington, and a few had even ridden from 
Northenden that warm day. As with all auc
tions, the customers came looking for bargains. 



Some found them, such as the wooden cup and 
platter Thomas King of Altrincham bought for 

2d. Some, like Thomas Warburton, may have 

had to explain to their wives when they got 

home just why they had bought a spade shaft 
for 4d when they were sent to buy wooden 

dishes for half that price. 
The auction moved from room to room, be

ginning with the dwelling house, or what we 

would call the living room today, except that 

cooking and working, and even sleeping, took 

place in the dwelling house. It then moved to 

the parlour, or downstairs bedroom, and then 

into the tiny kitchen or dairy before the cus

tomers trouped up the rickety ladder to the up

per chamber where the children had slept when 

young. After that the customers trouped down 

the ladder again and out into the barn, where 

the last sales were made. 

Everything that could be sold from that 

farmhouse was sold, from shovel shafts to a 

pied mare. Anne Hollinworth loaded a cart 

with her acquisitions, a job lot costing £.5 8s 

and consisting of three cushions, three mat

tresses, three pillows, brass pots, pottingers, a 

pewter can and dish, a brass candlestick and 
three pairs of sheets to wrap them up in. The 

Coppock family, probably from Northenden, 

father Richard and sons William and Edward, 

snapped up a few bargains between them. 

Richard bought himself a little barrel stand; a 

cushion and a toasting iron, all for just a shil

ling. William got six pewter spoons for 4d, and 

then some bedding and four slippings of yarn 

for l I s 8d. Edward had to be content with only 

a pair of old sheets for 2s. Their neighbour 

Richard Tomlinson bought' himself a huge 

brass pan, probably large enough to brew beer, 

for £1 4s 4d. After the Coppocks and Tomlin

son had loaded their carts with the goods, they 

clapped each other on the back and went to 

celebrate a good day's bargaining at Richard 
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Eaton's inn in the centre of Altrincham before 

setting off home again. 
Elizabeth Walton came all the way from 

Carrington in her husband John's cart. She 

went away well pleased with two basins and a 
skellet for 2s, although she would have liked to 
also bid for some of the sheets. 

George Moores of Dunham Massey, cOusin 

of Robert Tipping, steward to the Booths of 

Dunham Massey, bought a grindlestone for 3s 

and hoped his new bride, Martha, a cousin of 
the late Thomas Artenstall, and so lately his 

maidservant, would be pleased with it. I 
Richard Urrnston of Bowdon staggered a 

little as he loaded his cart with the large cover

let he had bought for l Is. His friends com

mented that he didn't look well and took him 
off to Eaton's pub for a restorative strong beer . 

before he drove home. Richard died a few 

weeks later. 

Ellen Hankinson, wife of Arthur Hankinson 

who was probably one of the executors and 
who organised the sale on the day, did well for 

herself, carrying away an eshin, treen dishes 

and an old range, all for Is I d. Arthur himself 

managed to gather enough to half fill their cart 

with some bedding and carpentry tools for £1 
Ss.  In addition, he also took home the few 

things not sold, a cart chest worth 2s and a lad

der worth I s. 

Accounts 
All the information for this article came from 
the Accounts of Thomas Artenstall of Altrin
cham, 1616. Accounts were supposed to be 
made by executors and administrators of a de
ceased . person's estate, whether or not they 
made a will. However, whereas wills and pro
bate inventories quite frequently survive, ac
counts rarely do. This is a pity because they 
shed a lot of light on daily life and work, in
cluding in one case the cost of dosing a child 
with brimestone and treacle.
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Most accounts show day-to-day costs of ad
ministering an estate, including the cost of 
named casual male and female labourers to 
help bring in the harvest, what was eaten at a 
funeral and the cost of grazing animals.3 The 
Accounts of Thomas Artenstall are unusual in 
that they show the auction, or at least selling 
off, of a person's goods and chattels. Normally 
the household goods would have gone to a 
man's widow, and the livestock and husban
dryware to his eldest son, with odd bequests of 
goods to his other children. But Thomas Arten
stall seems to have been a widower. In addi
tion, he probably died intestate. This latter in 
itself would not have caused the sale of goods 
and chattels as it would do today, because in 
the seventeenth century only a widow and/or 
children could inherit from an intestate's es
tate.4 It is possible that Robert, Ellen and Sibel 
could not agree amongst themselves as to who 
should have what. However, it is more likely 
that they had to vacate the farm and house if 
they were too young to farm the land them
selves. Possibly the tenement had also fallen 
out of lease with the death of their father.5 

Another possibly is that the family had been 
receiving poor relief, and the Overseers of the 
Poor for Altrincham had ordered the sale to 
pay for past relief and future relief for the chil
dren. But the rest of the Accounts make no 
mention of such a reason for the sale. They 
continue on with the normal expenses for 
drawing up the Accounts and taking them to 
Chester, as well as the cost of a new suit of 
clothes for Sibel Artenstall, including a hat, 
apron, hose and shoes. Also the Accounts 

would normally show debts owed by a testator 
paid out by executors. In the case of Thomas 
Artenstall, although the total of his estate was 
under £40, under £3 was due in the executors' 
expenses and there were no other debts. In 
which case it is most unlikely that the sale was 
forced by the Overseers of the Poor. 

We will probably never know why Thomas 
Artenstall's goods, chattels and livestock were 
sold, but the Accounts give a glimpse inside 
his farmhouse and a look at local people at an 
auction. 

Notes 
1. The marriage had taken place the year before, after 
the Church authorities had discovered, through depo
sitions to the second disputed will of his kinswoman 
Mathilda Tipping of Dunham Massey in 1613, that 
George and Martha Artenstall had had an illegitimate 
child. 

George and Mathilda were married at Ashton-on
Mersey by George's cousin, George Tipping, rector of 
Ashton. George was about fifty-four years old at the 
time and Mathilda was probably, like most servants at 
this time, a young woman in her late teens/early twen-
ties. 

2. The Accounts of Edward Harpur, transcribed in 
Stockport ProbaJe Records. Volume 2, 1619-1650. 
3. The Accounts of John Eaton of Bowdon, yeoman, 
1663, transcribed in Bowdon Wills: Part 2, 1651 -
1689; The Accounts of Thomas Warburton of Bow
don, wheelwright, 1696, transcribed in Bowdon 
Wills: Part 3, 1690-1 760. 
4. That is no longer true to today. Now an intestate's 
estate is split equally between all his/her relatives, 
however distant. 
5. At this time three-life leases were common, in 
which three people were named as the 'lives' in the 
lease. Thomas Artenstall could have been the last 
'life', although it was common for a last life to renew 
a lease for themselves and two new lives. 

who was who In Bowbon, 1600-1650 

[If readers would like to know more about the 
people named here, there is more information 
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Compiled by JiII Groves 
on them in Bowdon Wills: ParIs 1, 2 and 3.] 



JOHN HARDY OF BOWDON, 1634, 1648 
Date: 3rd September, 1634; 14th April, 1647; 
1st June, 1648 
Residence: Bowgreen, Bowdon? 
Occupation/status: Butcher 
Sisters: Alice Hardy living with John and his 
family in 1648 
Marriage Status: Married 
Spouse: Margaret 
Children: Mary and John 
Grandchildren: John Hardy of Bow Green, 
Bowdon, joiner (d. 1 7 1 8) 
Landholding: Tenement possibly in Bow
green, Bowdon, which was where John Hardy, 
joiner lived until his death in 1 7 18 
Date of death: 1648 
Executors of Wills: Margaret Hardy, wife and 
George Vawdrey of Dunham Woodhouses, 
gentleman 
Appraisers of inventory: John Eaton, George 
Warburton, Thomas Saunderson and Thomas 
Newton 
Inventory worth: £60 1 7s IOd. 
House: Parlour, parlour below! 'dwelling 
house' (living room). 3 rooms. 
Witnesses of Will: William Devis and John 
Eaton 
Debtors: Richard Dichfeild of Thelwall £5 on 
his own death 
Creditors: Alexander Vawdrey of Bowdon, 
yeoman, 1634 6s 8d 
Notes: John Hardy provided for his disabled or 
ill sister and divided the rest of his goods, etc., 
into three parts between his wife and two chil
dren. In addition, John the son was to have the 
tenement, so Mary was given fA (to be given 
her by her brother when he got the farm). 
Not much indication of his trade in the inven
tory. 
Documents: Will of Alexander Vawdrey of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1634; Will and inventory of 
John Hardy of Bowdon, butcher, 1648 

JOHN HARDY OF BOWDON, 1647, 1661, 
1664, 1667, 1669 
Date: 14th April, 1 647; 14th February, 
1660/6 1; 1664; February 1667; ? 1669 
Residence: Bowgreen, Bowdon? 
Parents: John (d. 1648) and Margaret Hardy of 
Bowdon 
Occupation of father: Butcher
Sister: Mary 
Other kin: Alice Hardy, aunt 
Marriage Status: Married 
Children: John (d. 1712) and 2 unnamed 
Servants: Maidservant, wage £ 1 a year 
Hearths: 1 hearth 
Landholding: He inherited his father's tene
ment and so had to pay his sister Mary fA 
when he entered into it 
Witness: Nuncupative Will of Margery Hard- _ 

ing of Bowdon, widow, 1661  
Appraiser: Inventory of Margery Harding of 
Bowdon, widow, 1661  
Creditors: Margery Harding of Bowdon, £3, 
1661;  Ellen Brundret of Bowdon and Hale, 
widow, 1669, £1.  
Documents: Will and inventory of John Hardy 
of Bowdon, butcher, 1648; Nuncupative Will 
and Inventory of Margery Harding of Bowdon, 
widow, 1661;  1664 Hearth Tax Returns for 
Bowdon; 1667 Poll Tax Roll for Bowdon. 

MARGARET HARDY OF BOWDON, 
1647 

Date: 14th April, 1647 
_ Residence: Bowgreen, Bowdon? 
Parents: ? Jannion of Northenden 
Marriage status: married by licence on 25th 
June, 1610 at Northenden. 
Spouse: John Hardy of Bowdon, d. I648 
Occupation of spouse: Butcher 
Children: Mary and John 
Executor: Will of John Hardy of Bowdon, 
butcher, 1647, with George Vawdrey of Dun
ham Woodhouses, gentleman. 
Notes: All of her husband 's goods and chattels 
until her children came of age. 



Documents: Will and inventory of JOM Hardy ' JOHN HESKETH OF BOWDON, 1610 
of Bowdon, butcher, 1648 Date: 26th February, 1609/10; 20th March, 

MARY HARDY OF BOWDON, 1647 
Date: 14th April, 1 647 
Residence: Bowgreen, Bowdon? 
Parents: JOM (d. 1648) and Margaret Hardy of 
Bowdon 
Occupation of father: Butcher 
Brother: JOM 
Other kin: Alice Hardy, aunt 
Marriage Status: Spinster in 1 647 
Notes: Bequeathed by her father 1 cow called 
Silk worth £3 16s 8d and recently bought from 
William Feith/Faith, tanner. Also given one
third of his goods and chattels and £4 by her 
brother when he got the farm. 
Documents: Will and inventory of JOM Hardy 
of Bowdon, butcher, 1648 

THOMAS HARDY OF BOWDON, 1629 
Date: 9th February, 1628129 
Residence: Bowdon 
Landholding: 1 tack of ground leased to Al
exander Owen and worth £ 1 10s. 
Appraiser: Goods of Alexander Owen of 
Bowdon, clerk, 1629 
Documents: Inventory of Alexander Owen of 
Bowdon, clerk, 1629 

ELLEN HESKETH OF BOWDON, 1611 

Date: 20th February, 16 10/1 1 
Debtor: Edmund Simpson of Bowdon, yeo
man, 161 1 1 s 4d 
Documents: Inventory of Edmund Simpson of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1 6 1 1 

JANE HESKETH OF BOWDON, 1628 
Date: 1 8th September, 1628 
Residence: Bowdon 
Parents: ? Pares 
Marriage Status: Married by licence on 18th 
September, 1628 at Bowdon or Rostheme 
Spouse: William Hesketh 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences, 
1624-32 

1 6 15 
Residence: Bow don 
Appraiser: Inventory of Richard Massey of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1 610; Inventory of Anne 
Aldcroft of Bowdon, widow, 1615  
Documents: Inventory of Richard Massey of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1610; Inventory of Anne 
Aldcroft of Bowdon, widow, 1 6 15 

THOMAS HESKETH OF BOWDON, 1613 
Dau?: 4th November, 1613 
Residence: Bowdon 
Appraiser: Inventory of Henry Starkey of 
Bowdon, vicar, 1 6 1 3  
Documents: Inventory o f  Henry Starkey of 
Bowdon, vicar, 1 6 1 3. 

WILL lAM HESKETH OF BOWDON, 
1628, 1642, 1649 
Date: 1 8th September, 1628; 1642; 1st Febru
ary, 1649 
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage Status: Married by licence on 1 8th 
September, 1 628 at either Bowdon or 
Rostheme 
Spouse: Jane nee Pares/pears/piers 
Witness of Will: Will of JOM Sorocold of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1649 
Literacy: Signed Grand Remonstrance, 1642 
Documents: Grand Remonstrance, 1 642; Will 
of John Sorocold of Bowdon, yeoman, 1649; 
Chester Marriage Licences, 1624-32, Record 
Society of Lancashire and Cheshire 

She was left by her son Ralph Hayward 
alias Dean one white cow and a red cow, his 
purse and a knife. 
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Documents: Inventory of Robert Smith of 
Ashton-on-Mersey, weaver, 163 1 

REGINALD HIGGINSON OF BOWDON, 
1629 
Date: 9th February, 1628129 
Residence: Bowdon 



Creditors: Alexander Owen to Bowdon. 
clerk, 1 629 £ 1 2s 
Documents: Inventory of Alexander Owen to 
Bowdon, clerk, 1629 

GEORGE HULME OF BOWDON, 1625 

Date: 18th March, 1625 
Residence: Bowdon 
Creditor: George Bowdon of Bowdon, gentle
man, 1625 £10 
Documents: Will of George Bowdon of Bow
don, gentleman, 1625 

HUGH HUNT OF BOWDON, 1650 
Date: 15th February, 1650 
Residence: Until February 1650 the house of 
Thomas Gleave in Bowdon 
Occupation/status: Servant. Had his own 
chamber which he shared with a kneading 
dough trough, 1 stound, 1 arke, forks, 1 bill 
and a hatchett 
Documents: Inventory of Thomas Gleave of 
Bowdon, gentleman, 1650 

RALPH HUNT OF BOWDON, 1610, 1613, 
1614, 1625, 1629, 1659 
Date: 26th February, 1609/10; 4th November, 
1613; 8th April, 1 614; 18th March, 1625; ? 
1629; 1 5th March, 1658/59 
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage status: Married 
Spouse: Elizabeth 
Appraiser: Inventory of Richard Massey of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1610; Inventory of Henry 
Starkey of Bowdon, vicar, 1613; Inventory of 
William Saunders of Bowdon, yeoman, 1614; 
Inventory of George BowdoD of BowdoD, gen
tleman, 1625; Inventory of Alexander OweD of 
Bowdon, clerk, 1629 
Debtors: George Bowdon o� Bowdon, gentle
man, 1625 5s 
Date of death: by 1659 
Documents: Inventory of Richard Massey of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1610; Inventory of Henry 
Starkey of Bowdon, vicar, 1613; Inventory of 
George Bowdon of Bowdon, gentleman, 1625; 
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Inventory of Alexander Owen of Bowdon. 
clerk, 1629; Will of James Whatmough of 
Bowdon, vicar, 1661. 

JOHN HURLBUTT OF BOWDON, 1634 
Date: 3rd September, 1 634 
Residence: Bowdon 
Creditors: Alexander Vawdrey of Bowdon. 
yeoman, 1634 amount unknown 
Documents: Will of Alexander Vawdrey of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1634 

JOHN JANNEY OF BOWDON, 1642 
Date: ? 1642 
Residence: Bowdon 
Parents: ? Robert Janney of Bowdon (d. 
1637) 
Occupation of father: Vicar of BowdoD 
Notes: John made his mark on the Grand Re
monstrance of 1642 
Documents: Grand Remonstrance, 1642 

ROBERT JANNEY OF BOWDON, 

VICAR, 1625, 1628, 1637 
Date: 28th August, 1625; 8th May, 1628; ? 
1628; ? 1637 
Residence: Vicarage, Bowdon 
Occupation/status: Vicar of Bowdon, 
Date of death: 1 637 
Inventory worth: £40 13s 4d 
Witness of Will: Will of Alexander Owen of 
Bowdon, clerk, 1628 
Creditors: John Barrington of Bowdon, yeo
man, 1625 and 1628, £1 5s 
Debtors: £13 worth of desperate debts (or ire
coverable debts) by unnamed debtors. Plus £14 
owed by George Vawdrey of BowdoD, gentle
man 
Documents: Inventory and Accounts of John 
Barrington of Bowdon, yeoman, 1625 and 
1 628; Will of Alexander OweD of Bowdon, 
clerk, 1628; Inventory of Robert Janney of 
Bowdon, vicar, 1637 



Wll..LIAM KNOWLES OF BOWDON, 
1650 
Date: 5th February, 1650 
Residence: Bowdon 
Witness: Will of Thomas Gleave of Bowdon, 
gentleman, 1650 
Documents: Will of Thomas Gleave of Bow
don, gentleman, 1650 

WILLIAM LEATHER, 1628 
Date: 8th May, 1628 
Landholding: House leased out to John Bar
ring ton and later his widow Sibell Eaton, 
rented at £5 (for 2 years?) 
Documents: Accounts of John Barrington of 
Bowdon, 1628 

PETER LEICESTER OF HALE, BOW
DON AND CHESTER, 1611, 1625, 1662, 
1667 

Date: 1 8th March, 1625; 23rd January, 
1661/62; 27th October, 1662; February 1667 
Residence: Hale (born there and possibly still 
had land there until death), Bowdon (161 1-25 
and 1 661), Chester (1 662) 
Occupation/Status: gentleman 
Parents: Elizabeth (d. 1617) and Lawrence 
Leicester (d. before 16 17) of Hale Low, Hale 
Occupation of father: gentleman 
Brother: James (d. c. 1 636) 
Other kin: Anne Bowdon of Bowdon Hall, 
aunt; George Bowdon of Bowdon Hall, uncle; 
Mary Vawdrey of Ollerbarrow Hall, Hale, 
cousin; Ralph Massey of Ollerbarrow Hall, 
Hale, uncle; Eleanor Bowdon, cousin. 
Marriage Status: Married by licence on 25th 
September, 1 6 1 1  at Bowdon. William Hewitt 
was the bondsman 
Spouse: Thomasina nee Woods of Bowdon 
Creditor: George Bowdon of Bowdon, gen
tleman, 1625 £10 
Notes: He was left IOs by John Eaton of Bow
don in 1662. 
Peter was bondsman for Samuel Saunders in 
1662 when the latter married Ann Wright of 
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Mobberley. Peter w as  then living in Chester. 
He had died by February 1667 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences, 
1606-1616, Record Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire; Will of George Bowdon of Bowdon, 
gentleman, 1625; Accounts of John Eaton of 
Bowdon, 1 662; Chester Marriage Licences, 
1660-67; 1667 Poll Tax Return for Hale. 

THOMASINA LEICESTER OF BOW
DON, 1611 
Date: 25th September, 1 6 1 1  
Residence: Bowdon 
Parents: ? Woods of Bowdon 
Marriage Status: Married by licence on 25th 
September, 16 1 1  at Bowdon. William Hewitt 
was the bondsman 
Spouse: Peter Leicester 
Documents: Chester Marriages Licences, 
1624-32 

ROBERT LEIGH OF BOWDON, 1641, 
1667 
Date: 2 1st April, 1 641; 1667 
Residence: Bowdon 
Brother: John 
Marriage status: Married, spouse unnamed 
Appraiser: Edmund Simpson of Bowdon, 
gentleman, 1641 
Documents: Inventory of Edmund Simpson of 
Bowdon, gentleman, 1641; 1667 Poll Tax Re
turn for Bowdon. 

GEORGE LITHERLAND OF BOWDON, 

1607, 1611, 1613 

Date: 6th October, 1607; 20th February, 
16 10/11 ;  30th June, 1613 
Marriage Status: Married 6th October, 1607, 
by licence at Rostherne Church. Hugh Worrall, 
Joan's uncle, was their bondsman. 
Spouse: Joan nee Starkey of Bowdon 
Other kin: Henry Starkey of Bowdon, vicar, 
d.161 3, father-in-law; Anne Starkey nee Wor
rail, mother-in-law; Margaret and Jane 
Starkey, sisters-in-law. 
Creditors: Edmund Simpson of Bowdon, .yeo-



man, 16 1 1 1s . 
Documents: Inventory of Edmund Simpson of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1 6 1 1 ;  Will of Henry 
Starkey of Bowdon, 1613; Chester Marriage 
Licences, 1606-16, Record Society of Lanca
shire and Cheshire. 

JOAN LITHERLAND OF BOWDON, 
1607, 1613 
Date: 6th October, 1 607; 30th June, 1 6 13 
Residence: Vicarage, Bowdon until marriage 
in 1607 
Parents: Henry Starkey of Bowdon and Anne 
n6e Worrall 
Occupation of father: Vicar of Bowdon, 
1597-1613 

Grandparents: ? Won-all (maternal) 
Sisters: Margaret and Jane Starkey 
Other kin: Hugh Worrall, maternal uncle; 
Dorothy Worrall, aunt by marriage; Anne 
Proffet, paternal aunt. 
Marriage Status: Married 6th October, 1607, 
by licence at Rostherne Church. Hugh Worrall,  
Joan's uncle, was their bondsman. 
Spouse: George Litherland of BowdoIL 
Notes: Henry Starkey left Joan only 1s since 
she had had her child's part on marriage. 
Documents: Will of Henry Starkey of Bow
don, vicar, 1613; Chester Marriage Licences, 
1606-1 6 1 6, Record Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire. 

GAMES AND PASTIMES IN THE 20'S AND 30'S 

I have often heard it  said that when one looks 
back over the years the happy and most pleas
urable times are usually what we remember the 
most. I don't entirely agree for when I cast my 
mind back to the 20s and early 30s I immedi
ately associate that period with the Dole and 
the Means Test - poverty, rickets and con
sumption, candles and lamp oil, chamber pots 
(poes), dripping toast, the weeldy penny 
pocket money (when it could be afforded), and 
the smell of indoor washing (clothes, etc) on a 
cold wet winter's day. 

Of course, life was not all doom and gloom 
for us youngsters. We did enjoy certain games 
and pastimes, some of which had been passed 
down from the distant past and others which 
we invented. 

The range of games and. pastimes is so ex
tensive, in consequence I will only mention 
those which are foremost in my memory. I re

call toddlers playing 'Ring-a-Ring-a-Roses'. 

They used to dance round in a circle, holding 

hands and singing: 
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"Ring-a-ring-a-roses. 
A pocket full of posies 
Asher, Asher, 
Allfall down." 

A.R. Warburton 

At the end of the "jingle" they all fell dOWIL 
I have always understood this games relates to 
the Great Plague of London in 1665. Posies of . 
flowers were placed in pockets or sewn into 
the hems of skirts in the belief that this would 
ward off the plague. 'Asher' , or 'Atishoo' 
(sneeze) indicates a poor soul has become a 
victim of the plague and "All fall down" means . 
the demise of a poor being. 

The girls' favourite team game seemed to 
be Rounders which was similar to American 
Baseball. Instead of using a round bat some
thing like a pickaxe shaft, the girls used a short 
wooden 'stick', approximately 1 2  to 1 8  inches 
long. 

Another favourite game was Hop-scotch 
played over a number of squares marked out in 
chalk on the pavement. The squares were num

bered. The participants in turn hopped over the 



squares in some foml of sequence to retrieve a 
small flat stone or a piece of old tile which had 

been thrown along the ground into the area of 

squares. After picking up the stone or tile, 

whilst standing on one leg, they hopped back 

to the 'base' square. I understand that 'hop' is 

derived from the old English word ' Hoppion' 

and 'scotch' or 'scotching' means to mark a 

surface with chalk or the like or with indenta

tions cut in stone, elc, with an instrument. 

Whip and top was very popular. The top 

was wooden, usually about 1 112 inches dianle

ter and 3 inches long. Its top was flat whilst the 

other end tapered down to a snub point in 

which had been fitted a round-headed nail. 

Once the top was made to spin on end by 

hand or with the whip (usually a leather lace) 

which had been wound around the top, and 

flicked, the spinning motion was maintained 

by whipping. Lovely spinning pattems could 

be produced on the flat end by marking the 

san1e wilh wloured chalks. 

"Catch the end" was another ganle played 

by youngsters, usually girls. They fOlTIled a 

caterpiullar line by standing behind one an

other, except one who would be the first 

'chaser'.  To begin the game the girls in line 

clasped the girl in front around the waist, then, 
at a given signal they set off in a snake-like 

whirl. The girl was the 'chaser' would try and 

grasp the waist of the last girl at the end of the 

line. If successful she would eliminate that par

ticular girl. I think this continued until only 

one or two girls were left in the whirling line. 

I remember quite well some other girls' 

games such as 'Tid.-y ' ,  'Statues' , ' O 'Grady' 

and 'Following in Grandmother's Footsteps' .  

Football and cricket were very popular with 

boys, as they are today. Most times we played 

foolball with a telmis ball or with a soft ball 

made from tightly bound rags. Sometin1es we 

played with a real leather 'junior' football 
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which a lucky lad had received a s  a birthday or 
Christmas present. In those days, as far as I can 
remember, plastic footballs were not available. 

The lucky lad was usually AIan Coombes 

whose father had a good regul ar  job with a 

small firm called Wallis, who were established 

on the Downs, just higher than the shops, and 

who dealt in pewter ware, etc. I remember they 

had a display case outside their premises. 

For obvious reasons Alan was always voted 

captain of one team and had the first choice of 

players for his team. (Incidentally AIan sur

vived Dunkirk and then emigrated to Australia 

after the war.) Our gang were very keen sup

porters of 'Oakfield' football team, previously 

'St Georges' ,  who played regular matches on 

'The Field' which was adjacent to Oakfield 

Street. The team wmprised local chaps in their 

teens and early twenties. My uncle Frank 

played outside right. I can even remember 

most of the names of the players: 

Tom Povey, Centre Forward 
Alf Stanbank 
Alf Tumer, Goal Keeper 
lim Peckitt, Left Back 
Frank Ackerley 
Bob Peake 
Edward Kuhn 
Edward Chapel 
Bill FalTington, Right Back 
Frank 'Sandy' Warburton (my uncle), Outside 
Right 
Ken Peacock 
Secretary: George Gregory, Water Inspector -

a real nice man. 

As youngsters we helped to mark out the 

pitch, erect goal nets and place corner flags. I 
believe that 'The Field' was sold to a Roman 

Catholic association and a school and exten

sive playing fields now occupy the site. I felt 

sad when I first heard of this development for I 
can recall most vividly how many youngsters 

and teenagers enjoyed so many hours of pleas-



ure on 'The Field' during the 20s and 3Os. I 
wonder where the children today in the Oak
field area play now. Do they spend most of 
their time watching the tv, playing computer 
games and exploring the wonders of the In
ternet now that 'The Field' is no more. 

During the cricket season Alan used to 
come up trumps again, for he was the only boy 
it seemed who had received a genuine Junior 
cricket bat for a present. The same applied as 
per the leather football, for he was always se
lected as a team captain and was always the 
first to bat. The umpire was always very leni
ent when Alan was at the crease and we were 
regular 'butter fmgers' when he misjudged a 
stroke. What could we do? When Alan was fi
nally given out he sometimes lost interest in 
the game and off he went with his bat leaving 
us to carry on with our homemade bats cut 

from old packing cases or other spare wood. 
For all that, he was a nice lad who got on well 

with everybody. During these games we used 
long sticks for goal posts and short sticks' for 
wickets and bails, plus a tennis ball. 

Another game the boys played was called 
'Tip-Cat'. Why this name I don't know. The 
game was played with a piece of wood ap
proximately 1 inch diameter by 5 inches long 
and a good strong willow stick. The small 

piece of wooc;l was rounded off both ends to a 
blunt point very much like a straight banana. 
The wooden 'banana' was placed on firm flat 

ground parallel to the striker. Striking the 'ba
nana' very sharply on the foremost end of the 

'banana' would cause same to jump or spring 
vertically into the air about 3 feet or so. Then, 
whilst in mid-air, the 'banana'" would be struck 
as hard as possible with the willow stick and 

projected into the distance. The game was who 

could project the 'banana' the farthest 

When I think of trees the horse chestnut is 
most prominent in my memory for its nut 
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known as the conker gave boys and girls such 
interest and pleasure in the game called 'conk
ers' played in the 20s (still played by children 
today). How the name 'conker' and the game 
originated I do not know. I understand that the 
horse chestnut tree is a native of the mountain 
regions of Greece, Bulgaria, Iran and Northern 
India and was introduced to Britain in the six

teenth century. 
When the nut was ripe and fell most boys 

collected the largest they could fmd, then over 
a period of a week or so they used various 
methods in an effort to bring them to an ex
treme state of hardness in preparation for the 
battles ahead. Drying in an oven or soaking in 
vinegar or brine were the favourite methods, 
but I am sure that there were other secret ex
periments. 

Eventually a small number of the best hard
ened conkers were selected and drilled with a 
hole through the centre or pierced with a nail, 
then strung on a strong piece of string or a 
leather boot lace about 10 to 12 inches long. 
The boys would stand face to face at arm's 
length ready for battle. The boy to have the 
first 'smack' was selected by the toss of some 
small flat object marked 'head' and 'tail' .  His 
opponent dangled his conker outwards at 
shoulder height and arm's length, then the 

'striker' tried to give his opponent's conker a 
sharp blow with his own by striking down
wards. If neither conker broke then they 

changed over and continued the fray until one 
conker was left intact, more or less, on its 
string or lace. 

During the bout the strikes or blows were 
counted. A miss was a 'No strike'. If it took 
sixteen strikes for the winner to break his op

ponent's conker then his conker would be 
called a 'Sixteener'. If the winner of the con
test defeated another boy who played with an 
'Eighter' ,  he added eight to his sixteen and his 



conker became a 'Twenty-fourer'.  Oh it was 

such good fun. I have not seen any lads today 

playing conkers but I understand that there is 

the odd 'battle' here and there. 

A bruise or two was always guaranteed 

when we played another popular game called 

'Finger and Thumb'. Two teams were se

lected. The captain of the team which had been 
chosen to go fIrst stood with his back against a 

wall. The next boy in his team placed his head 

between his captain's knees, at the same time 

grasping the captain's knees. The rest of the 

team repeated the same movement one by one 

after each other until a 'caterpillar' line was 

complete. 

When the line was steady the captain of the 

opposing team ran as fast as he could and 

vaulted over the boy at the end of the line in an 

effort to reach as far as he could up the 'cater-

pillar' line. The other boys in the team contin

ued vaulting one by one until hopefully all 

were 'aboard' the line. Sometimes they had to 
hang on for dear life. If the line collapsed they 

started all over again. 

When the line did not collapse the captain 

with his back against the wall held up his fm

ger or thumb and shouted 'Finger or thumb?'. 

The boy nearest the 'wall man' then had to 
make a choice. If he was wrong they started all 

over,again. If right the teams changed over. 

It was much more fun when there were 

quite a number of boys on the teams for if the 

captain did not make the first vault a good one 

then space was at a premium. 

Happy memories and happy bruises. 

[Editor: Can readers add to this list? What 

games did you play as a child?) 

LOCAL BOOKS 
Rothschild in Manchester and Other Tales from 
the History of Manchester Jewry by Monty 
Dobkin, N. Richardson. Paperback, illustrations, 
maps, £4.25. 

History of Lancashire by Alan Crosby, Philli
more. Hardback, illustrations, 2nd revised edi
tion, Darwin County History Series, £15.99. 
ISB N  1 86077 070 3. 

Account Book of Clement Taywr of Finsthwaite, 
1712-1753 edited by Janet Martin, Record Soci
ety of Lancashire and Cheshire. Hardback, illus
trations, figure, maps, £35.00. ISBN 0 902593 38 
2. 

A History of Catholicism in the Furness Penin
sula 1127-1997 by Anne C. Parkinson, Centre for 
North-west Regional Studies, Fylde College, 
Lancaster University LAl 4YF. Price £6.95. No 
other details. 

Slaidburn Parish Register. Volume 2: Baptisms 
and Marriages 1771-1837, Burials 1771-1852 by 
Cl. Spencer (self-publisher), 1 7  Black Bull Lane, 
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Fulwood, Preston, Lancashire PR2 3PT. Hard
back, £17.50. 

Old Ordnance Survey Maps of Lancashire. 
Chorlton-cum-Hardy (South). 22cm, folded pa
perback, facsimile of 1 905 edition, £ 1 .95. ISBN 0 
84 151 005 X. This has a sizeable chunk of what is 
now Sale Water Park and the northern part of Sale 
Moor in it Available from the Society's Book
stall. 
Old Ordnance Survey Maps of Cheshire. Mac
clesfield (North). 22cm, folded paperback, fac
simile of 1907 edition, £ 1 .95. ISBN 0 841 5 1  000 
9. 

All published by Alan Godfrey Maps, 12 The 
Off Quay Building, Foundry Lane, Newcastle 
NE6 1LH. 

Chapel of the Manchester Regiment and the 
King's Regiment: Manchester Cathedral by 
Robert A. Bonner (self-publisher). Paperback, 
£9.50. ISBN 1 873907 09 5. 

Bowdon Wills: Wills and Probate Inventories 
from a Cheshire Township: Part 2: 1651-89 ed-



ited by Jill Groves, NW AS publications, 77 Mar
ford Crescent, Sale, Cheshire M33 4DN. Paper
back, £4.50. ISBN 0 9517782 8 5. 

The Folklore ofT ameside: Myths and Legends by 
John Walker and Michael Nevell, Tameside Met
ropolitan Borough Council and the University of 
Manchester Archaeological Unit, clo Tameside 
Local Studies Library, Stalybridge Library, Trin
ity Street, Stalybridge, Cheshire SK15 2BN. Pa
perback, £6.99 (plus £1 .35 p&p). ISBN 1 87 1324 

2 1 1 

Oldham Brave Oldham by Brian Law, Oldham 
Metropolitan Borough Council, Borough 150th 

Celebrations Office, PO Box 1 60, Civic Centre, 
West Street, Oldham OLl !UT. Paperback, 
£15.00. ISBN unlcnown. 

Picture of Newton-le-Willows by Geoff Simm 
(self-publisher). Paperback, 35.95. ISBN 0 
952414 97 4. 

Magazines 
Bowdon Sheaf, the journal of Bowdon History 
Society, No.3 1 ,  February 1998. AS, 8pp, 2 issues 
a year, £5.00 membership. Available from the 
Hon. Secretary, Mrs Ann Redford, 5 Pinewood, 
Bowdon, Altrincham, Cheshire WAl4 3JQ. 

Articles include: 'Archaeological Survey of 
Dunham Massey';  'Bowdon Parish Church 
Tower'; 'Smithy Green';  'Ale-house Keepers'; 
'Primaeval Bowdon'. 

Browsings, journal of South Trafford Archae
ological Group, No.73. A4, 4pp, 4 issues a year, 
£7.00 annual membership fee. Available from 
Derek Pierce, Chairman, 30 Ollerton Avenue, 
Sale, M33 5HB. 

Items in No.73 include: 'Chairman's Notes';  
'Obituaries' ;  'Timperley Fair' ;  'Warburton Mill'; 
'Warburton Village'; ' Ashley Mill' ;  'Goldsbor
ough - a dog's deed of valour at the Roman Sig
nal Station' (well worth reading); 'Wemeth 
Low'; 'Lomax's Farm, Pilsworth' ;  'Hales Field, 
High Leigh';  'Abroad in Brief. 

Items in No.74 include: 'Chairman's Notes'; 
'Barleycastle Farm'; 'Park Farm, High Legh'; 
'Fir Tree Farm, Timper1ey'; ' ''Seeing'' the land
scape'. 

Cheshire Archaeology News, No.6, Spring 1999. 
27cm long, 6pp folded, FREE. Available from 
Cheshire County Council, Environmental Plan
ning, Commerce House, Hunter Street, Chester 
CHI 2QP. 

• 

Items include: 'Manchester Airport update: 
excavations at Oversley Farm'; 'A new Roman 
site near Great Budworth';  'Roman lead salt pans 
found near Crewe';  'Cheshire Historic Towns 
Survey'; 'A new survey of Sl Andrew's Hospi
tal, Denhall' ;  'In brief '. 
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Cheshire History, the journal of the Cheshire lo
cal History Association, No.38, 1998-99. AS, 
1 12pp, 1 issue a year, £4.50 (free to members, 
subscription to CLHA £12.()() for individuals). 
Available from Cheshire Record office, Duke 
Street, Chester, Cheshire CHI lRL. 

Articles include: 'The Celtic Name of the 
River Weaver'; 'Bare Ruined Choirs and Be
yond'; 'Explaining the Mystery of a Monmental 
Myth';  'Cheshire's Oldest Map'?';  'Cheshire 
Duck Decoys' ;  'The London-Chester Road, Via 
Hockenhull Platts'; 'Building Chester's First 
Workhouse';  'Events at the Theatre Royal, Ches
ter, 1 807-10'; 'Ambulance Chasing on a Nine
teenth Century Cheshire Estate'; 'The Maccles
field Theatre Company and Nineteenth Century 
Silk Manufactuers'; 'Upton-by-Chester War Me
morial'. 

Chester Local History News, the local history 
newsletter for the Chester District, Winter 98. A4, 
4pp, 4 issues a year, FREE. Available from Ches
ter Archives, Town Hall, Chester CHl 2HJ. 

Items include: 'Chester Archaeologists Dis
cover "Old Stone Age" Remains'; 'Tudor Activi
lies for Schools';  'Mapping the Archives in Eng
land'; 'Work Experience Placements'; 'Four Par
ishes Research Group Information Exchange'; 
'The Story Behind the Gravestones at Overleigh 
Cemetery'; 'Read All About It! Discover New 
Books for Sale';  'Chester Revealed CD-ROM'; 
Events Diary. 

Gaslight, Newsletter of the North West Gas His
toric Society, Nos. 67, 68, 69, 70 and 71,  Septem
ber, October, November 1998, January and Feb
ruary 1999. A4, 6pp, 6pp, 4pp and 4pp, £5.00 per 
year for 9 issues or £4.00 to affiliated societies. 



Available from Terry Mitchell, editor, Gaslight, 
Old Bamshaw Cottage, Pepper Street, Mobber
ley, Cheshire WA16 6JH. 

Items in No.67 include: 'Gaslight Gleamings ' ;  
'North West Gas Historical Society and Its Fu
ture'; 'Winsor - A Tale of Two Views'; 'Natural 
Gas in America'; 'Shock Horror!';  'The Lighting 
of Railway Trains '; 'And Finally ... Gaslight from 
a New Source'. 

, 
Items in No.68 include: 'Gaslight Gleamings'; 

Ernest Joseph Wellens: A Remembrance'; 'Lost 
and Found'; 'A Gasman's Story'; 'And Finally 
Is this a Record or Just a Very Long Player'. 

Items in No.69 include: 'Gaslight Gleamings'; 
'Lighten Our Darkness'; 'The Curious Incident 
of the Editor Without Malaise or Another Spin 
for a Very Long Record'; 'Seasonal Puzzle'; 
'Darken Our Lightness'. 

Items in No.70 include: 'Your NWGHS 
Needs You'; 'Gaslight Gleamings';  'The Gas
works that Never Were'; "Twas Christmas Day 
at the Cathedral . . .  '; 'Gas Explosion at Manches
ter . . .  1859'. 

Items in No.7l include: 'Gaslight Gleamings'; 
'H.B. Gidlow, 10th October 1906-8th April 
1998'; 'Winsor - Found at Blair Castle';  'Gas
works That Never Were - Part 2'.  

Grealer Manchester Courier, the newsletter of 
Greater Manchester Record Office, Nos.63, 64 
and 65, September and November 1998, and Feb
ruary 1999. A4, 4pp, 6 issues a year, £2.00 a year 
(P&p only). Available from Greater Manchester 
Record Office, 56 Marshall Street, New Cross, 
Manchester M4 5FU. 

Items in No.63 include: 'GMRO News'; 'Ar
chival Institutions'; 'Notes and News'; 'Books 
and Publications' . 

Items in No. 64 include: 'GMRO News'; 'Ar
chival Institutions'; 'Notes and News'; 'Books 
and Publications' . 

Items in No.65 include: 'Manchester and Sal
ford Inner Relief Road: Addington Street Im
provement'; Staff news'; 'Donkey Stones'; 'Ar
chival Institutions' (including Tithe Maps Col
laborative Project; Abmed Iqbal Ullah Race Re
lations Resource Centre)

,
; 'Notes and News'; 

'Snippets';  'Diaries' .  

Griffin, The, Newsletter o f  the Chadderton His
torical Society, No.7, November 1998. A4, 2pp . . 
Available from Hon. Secretary, Mr M Lawson, 
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Chadderton Historical Society, 18 Moreton 
Street, CHADDERTON OL9 OLP. 

I�ms include: 'Chadderton and the Borough 
150 Anniversary'; 'Local Heritage Centre';  
'Recent Archive Acquisitions'; 'Chadderton's 
Cotton Industry (part One)'. 

Heritage Newsfrom Sa/ford Quays, Vol.l, No.7, 
Winter/Spring 1998,99. A4, 4pp, 2 issues a year, 
FREE. Available from Salford Quays heritage 
Centre, 3 The Quays, Salford MS 2SQ. 

Items include: 'Gone But Not Forgotten'; 
'Kelloggs - Twenty Five Years Ago'; 'Shopping 
in Salford';  'Heritage Centre Goes on Line';  
'Manchester Liners 1 898-1998 '; 'Inland Water
ways National Boat Rally'; 'Year 2000 Exhibi
tion '; 'St Bartholomew's Church, Ordsall' .  

His/oric Society of lAncashire and Cheshire 
Newsletter, No. lO, June 1998. A4, 4pp, 4 issues a 
year, annual membership subscription £16.00 (in
cluding 1 Transactions). Available from Margaret 
Procter, Newsletter Editor, University of Liver
pool, P.O. Box 123, Liverpool L69 3DA. 

Items in No.lO include: 'Memoirs of an edi
tor'; 'New Publications'; 'Notes and Queries';  
'Society News'; 'Joan Beck continues her ac
count of the Society in 1950s and 60s'. 

Items in No.1 2  include: 'Retiring President'; 
Society News; 'Society Honoured'; 'A summer 
excursion';  'LUCAS (Liverpool University Cen
tre for Archive Studies) Launch'. 

lAncashire History Quarterly, Vol.2, Nos.3 and 
4, September and December 1 998. A4, 4Opp, 4 is
sues a year, £12.50 yearly SUbscription. Available 
from Hudson History, Proctor House, Kirkgate, 
Settle, North Yorkshire BD24 9DZ. 

Articles in No.3 include: 'The Pace-Egging 
Play in Lancashire';  'Lancashire United: Lanca
shire United Transport Ltd (part one)'; 'Myster
ies of Gawthorpe Hall' ;  'Bentley's Fire Station, 
Salford'; 'The Development of the Canal in the 
Burnley, Colne and Nelson Area and its Eco
nomic Effect (part two)';  ' Scotsman's Stump'; 
'The Hatting Industry in North Lancashire';  'An 
lIIuminated Manuscript from Warrington Friary'; 
'The Leemings in Lancashire';  'A Guided Walk 
Through Eccles' ;  'Tanning in Bootle';  'South
port and the General Strike';  'Beside the Seaside 
1938'. 

Articles in No.4 include: 'The Pace-Egging 
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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 

We look forward at the end of the second 
millennium to the beginning of the th�r�r 
and we wonder what Altrincham was like at 
the end of the first millennium. Inthe year 
1 000 AD Altrincham was already a 
four-hundred year old Anglo-Saxon village. 
The Nonnans were not yet even on the hori
zon. It would be nearly three centuries later 
before Altrincham was given a charter to 
bec�me a borough in 1 290 AD. Its centre 
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Don 8ay/iss 
was probably a small green on the site of 
what was to become Old Market Place. 
Around the village lay two or three huge 
open fields divided into strips for the village 
ploughmen to produce corn. Towards 
Timperley Brook, and where the library 
now stands where we have our talk, lay wa
ter meadows. The library stood on the edge 
of Hale Moss, a morass which stretched 
away to the east. 



Our· plouglnnan of 1 000 AD could not pos': 
sibly imagine what the future town of 
Altrincham would look like a thousand 
years later. Similarly we have no impression 
what it will be like a thousand yelll! hence. 

Assuming it still exists, and that the world 
h. not blown itself up by natural or hu
man causes by then, we wish Altrincham 
well. Welcome to our millennium 
programme. 

Society Events 1998-99 and News 
Meetings 
27th September, 
Mike Nevell. 

24th January, 2000, ' Victorian Album', Mr 
1 999, ' Warburton',  Dr D. Gillan. 

25th October, 1 999, ' Folklore and Tradi
tions of the North-west', Mr J. Doughty. 
29th November, 1 999, ' M.SJ. & A. Rail
way! Mr D. Danby. 
13th December, 1 999, ' Life & Times of 
Marie Lloyd & The Old Time Music Hall' ,  
Mrs M. Dixon. 

28th February, 2000, ' The Silk Road, Mr D. 
Eastwood. 
27th March, 2000, "Members' Evening . 
1 7th April, 2000, ' William Morris: Archi
tecture and Environment',  Mr John Archer. 
22nd May, 2000, ' Cheshire Church Yards',  
Mr l. May. 

NORTH WEST HISTORY NEWS 
Joint Archive Service for Cheshire 

Talks on the provision of a joint service for 
Cheshire have been going on since 1 997 be
tween Cheshire Record Office in Duke 
Street and Chester Archives in the Town 
Hall. One of the plans is to move 'popular' 
records to the Cheshire Record Office site 

and ' less popular' documents will go to 
Chester Town Hall. In addition there will be 
a Local History Centre for Chester, although 
where this will be sited at present is un
known, most likely in the Duke Street re
cord office. [Source: Chester Local History 
News] 

EVENTS IN mE NORTH WEST 
The Friends ofthe Museum of Science 

and Industry in Manchester 
Liverpool Road, Castlefield, Manchester. 

The Second Commercial Vehicle History Day 
Saturday, 1 8th September 1 999, r o.00am-4.00pm 

Fee: £ 10.00 
For more details write to Mr Bemard Champness, 

The Museum of Science and Industry in 
Manchester, Liverpool Road, Castlefield, 

Manchester M3 4FP. 
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Cheshire Local History Association 
Local History Day: Cheshire Landowners and Their 

Estates 
Saturday, 30th October, .999 

Northwich Memorial Hall, Northwich 
Fee: £ 10.00 (includes coffee and buffet lunch) 

For more details contact Cheshire Local History " 
Association, Cheshire Record Office, Duke Street, 

Chester CHI l RL  

Lancashire Local History Federation 
Millennium History Fair 
Sunday, 2 1 st May, 2000 



Lowther Pavilion, Lytham St. Annes 
For more information about stalls, etc., contact 

either Diana Winterbotham on 01 204 or Mark 
Pearson on 01706 379949. 

RANDOM JOTTINGS 

An Ancient Sinderland Footpath 

In about March this year, at the book shop 
where I enjoy some happy half days, a cus
tomer, Don Lee, the Manchester footpath 
expert, mentioned that the cobbled track be
tween Black Brow Farm and Whitehouse 
Farm at Sinderland, might be a very old 
path. Interested in checking this on the O.S. 
Pathfmder No. 740, Warrington map, I 
looked it up. When I was a lad this track 
was open (but now there is a gate half way 
along), and it was used as a means of cutting 
the corner towards Carrington Moss, or 
Sinderland Green. Don and I had been talk
ing about a path, or way, behind 
Whitehouse Farm leading to Green Lane 
End Farm on Carrington Lane (on older 
maps it is just called Green Lane Farm). The 
map shows footpaths either end of the cob
bled track. The same map also shows field 
shapes and a glance at the fields south of 
Black Brow and Black Moss farms, shows 
that after the Bridgewater Canal was built in 
1 765/6, the field boundaries on either side 
were re-aligned, at right-angles to the canal. 
No indication of a continuation of the route 
of interest exists now, except perhaps for a 
drain running through Black Moss wood as 
far as the route of the Warrington and 
Stockport branch of the L.  & N.W. Railway 
line. The projection then reaches a section 
of uncertainty, but the nineteenth century 
maps show a curved field boundary linking 
the field bottoms as they run north from 
roughly Oldfield Lane, down towards the 
cana!. This boundary then straightens out to 
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Chris Hill 
a line up to Dunham "New Park" alongside 
of Oldfield Brow estate which, although 
built in the late 1 920s/early 30s, occupies a 
block of land which seems to have been pre
viously considered as a parcel on its own. 
The edge of this estate is on line with the 
previous paths and continues through the 
end of Bradgate Road. Older maps show 
one of the rides in the First Park (hinting at 
the path being older than the park), to have 
followed this direction to join definitive 
footpath, No. 12 (no longer accessible, being 
overgrown by young trees in its upper por
tion!)  between the Devisdale and Denzell. 
(This defmitive footpath is also thought to 
be part of a parish footpath to St. Mary's 
from Ashton Woodhouses, coming over the 
park from Bonville.) Continuing the projec
tion roughly southwards, part of Richmond 
Road and Grange Road lie on the line which 
continues on to Ashley Mill, where it 
crosses the Bollin. Burdett's 1 777 map of 
Cheshire, the first "accurately surveyed'; 
map of the county, shows a water mill at 
Ashley, but it is positioned on the north 
side, rather than the south, where the re
mains of the more recent mill are. However, 
the map has its faults, and Burdett is not 
thought to have surveyed all the areas him
self, and for some details, may have relied 
on local agents. His map was made follow
ing the building of the canal and cannot be 
expected to show little used tracks, if such 
routes had fallen into disuse after 1776. 
South of the Bollin, is Ashley Mill Lane, 
split by a "Y" junction, then there is a field 



gap between it and the northern gatehouse' 
of Ashley Ha)!. At the gatehouse, the road 
seems to branch, one limb heading 
south-east via Castle Mill Lane, but still 
keeping on the south side of the BoUin, the 
other taking a more southerly direction, 
joining Pepper Street, after its line is shown 
up by surviving footpaths, it then carries on 
to Arden House, Mobberley and beyond. 

And what of this supposed ancient track 
to the north of where it was first picked up? 
The path runs north-west of Whitehouse 
Farm and is continued as a field boundary 
west of Sinderland Green and Yewtree 
Farm to the western side of the wood which 
lies either side of the Sinderland Brook near 
to Sinderland Road where it runs onto Car
rington Moss. The line then has a gap, but 
seems to be picked up by a road into 
Partington. At this end the track seems to 
bend to the north-west, but it should not be 
forgotten that ahead lay the Mersey and also 
that in days gone by, this area in general 
was covered with mossland, making it very 
difficult to negotiate. There are two possi
bilities, either the path crossed the river and 
continued to the north, or it may have fol
lowed the river to the west. In the latter 
case, however, although the mosslands 
might have been a factor, this route does not 
seem logical as a dry ridge runs between 
Warburton and Dunham which would have 
avoided a detour through Partington and 
Sinderland. It seems more likely that there 
was a ford directly across the river, but as 
far as is known, there is no record of a ford 
at this stretch of the river. Once over the 
Mersey, it was off into foreign parts. 

The countryside was once covered in 
tracks for which their original purpose has 
long since gone. There were the field tracts 
joining up neighbouring hamlets and vil-

. lages, travellers' routes following dry ridges 
through land which has since been drained, 
tracks to fords or ferries when nowadays 
more direct routes are served by modem 
bridges, droving, salt, peat and packhorse 
routes, military roads, burial routes for car
rying a coffm to the parish church and, even 
in this area it would seem, pilgrimage 
routes. l What still survives in the landscape 
in the way of ancient footpaths, field or 
land-holdings boundaries, offers much more 
interest than we realise, and reading the 
landscape's humps and hollows requires a 
trained eye and local knowledge, folklore 
and good viewing conditions. 
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Clibran's Nursery 

During a spring walk, part of a local his
tory/archaeological series of W.E.A. classes 
looking at Cheshire villages connected with 
the Bollin, a group of us had just fmished 
looking at Ashley tithe barn and the mill site 
when, Because of the nearness to Bank Hall. 
Clibran's Nursery was mentioned, and Mar
garet Birchall, one of our members, pointed 
out a specimen of the Altrincham acer. The 
tree was in its juvenile spring foliage of 
apricot colour which includes a tint of pink. 

Many years ago this attractive feature had 
caught the eye of one of the Clibran' s nurs
erymen, as a sport growing in a Barrington 
Road garden. (The leaves turn through 
tawny green-yellow, to gold later in the sea
son.) The tree was acquired, cuttings propa
gated and it became a popular variety in the 
Altrincham area. When seen, it is usually 
occupying a place of prominence in older 
gardens and often specimens can be seen 
flanking the front gateway. Nowadays, it (or 
a very similar variety) can be seen as acer 
brilliantissimum at garden centres. Once 
one has noticed such a tree in spring, when 
the light yellow colouring is tinged with 



pink, they catch the eye everywhere, and 
one feels a certain amount of surprise that 
previously they blended in to the general 
background without any special connection 
with the locality. 

Clibran's also produced the tomato vari
ety "Victory" after the Second World War 
and it is still grown in the area. Whilst read
ing of this topic, members will be thinking 
of "Timperley Early" rhubarb, another 
sport, but this time spotted by one of the 
Battman family of nurserymen in Timperley 
just after the turn of the century. It was de
veloped as a marketable variety and is now 
known nationally. Not so, however, 
Clibran's "Altringham carrot" (spelt with a 
"g"), just as well known in its hey-day, as a 
large (usually twenty inches long), tender 
carrot without a "woody" core. This carrot 
variety is older than the rhubarb, but fell out 
of favour when mechanised harvesting was 
introduced, which caused the tender carrots 
to break. At least one report is known of 
"Altringham carrots" being on sale "re
cently" in a market somewhere in the south, 
so they may still be grown commercially. At 
Styal Mill Apprentice House, the garden has 
been devoted to vegetables which would 
have been grown in the Victorian times, 
when the mill was operational and the 
"Altringham carrot" was a vegetable they 
would have included.2 

The "original" Clibran of the 1 880's 
lived, and had his nurseries on, Oldfield 
Road. The pupils of Seamons Moss school 
are known to have carried out horticultural 
field trials on the seeds used by local farm
ers for various crops, so perhaps they also 
worked for Mr. Clibran, or more likely, it 
was he who suggested this would be a use
ful exercise for them. The finn of Clibrans 
grew to be the biggest nurseryman in the 
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country and held the Royal Warrant for sev
eral reigns. 

Root crops seem to have done rather well 
on the sandy soil of Altrincham. Referring 
back to the book Town and Trade of 
Altrincham, 1 897 (P7), there is mention of 
"Old Mr. Smith", of Goose Green, who 
"was a successful grower of the famous 
Bowdon Downs potato, long celebrated 
through the country. One lot he produced, 
were taken in panniers by a horse to Smithy 
Door market in Manchester, were sold for 
sixteen shillings the score". On another oc
casion, "sold his potatoes for twenty shil
lings a score". It was probably also an early 
variety and so considered a lUXury. 

Of other nurserymen involved with 
Altrincham, Caldwell's of Holmes Chapel 
provided the original trees in the 
mid- 1700's which now are mature speci
mens to be found in John Leigh Park where 
once Oldfield Hall stood and where the gate 
house and combined coach house still sur
vive. Apart from those plants mentioned, 
the area around Altrincham was well known 
for strawberries, grown for the Manchester 
markets, onions, celery from Carrington 
moss and giant lettuces from Hale. This 
facet of the numerous market gardeners, or 
owners of smallholdings that surrounded 
and penneated the town has long since been 
lost and even the summer demand during 
the war and postwar years for school chil
dren to help with "spud-picking" and har
vesting, has ceased; another link broken 
(like the stopping of the local one day show 
- said to be the biggest in the country) be
tween the townie and the country dweller. 

A Cellar Dwelling in Altrincham 

A third topic, harps back to the report pre
pared by Mr. Isaac Turton,3 who lived next 
to the Paters on household [Rei en Alling-



ham], in High Street (now Market Street),
for the Sanitary Committee and presented 
on 25th July, 1 849. This outlined the deplor
able insanitary conditions which existed in 
the Town where congested courts and nar
row alleys were commonplace. There was 
no proper drainage and sewage was turned 
into the roads, where it remained until dried 
up by the sun, or was washed down into 
Hale Moss by heavy rains. This was an 
alarming state of affairs when one remem
bers that the water supply was from public 
pumps or private wells. Naturally, the resul
tant di�eases such as typhus and dysentery, 
of which there were frequent outbreaks, af
fected poor and rich, Lower and Upper 
Town, alike. The report galvanised the citi
zens to petition the Local Government 
Board to send an Inspector to hold an offi
cial inquiry, as provided for by the Public 
Health Act of the previous year. As result, 
Sir Robert Rawlinson, a noted sanitary engi
neer, was sent. He confirmed Isaac Turton's 
report and drew up a proposed programme 
of improvements for the town. One of the 
features he condemned was the existence of 
"cellar dwellings". A Local Board of Health 
was formed in 1 85 1  to carry out the recom
mendations made in the Inspector's report 
and immediately put into effect a drainage 
system conveying sewage to the Timperley 
Brook (and later, as this was an unsatisfac
tory, short term solution, to Woodcote Farm 
at Sinderland). The Council abolished privy 
and pig-sty middens from the streets and 
courts - one was said to be -piled so high 
against an outside wall that it covered a 
ground-floor window. Piped water was 
obtained from the Manchester water supply 
via a newly formed, intermediary company, 
named the North Cheshire Water Company, 
whereby each household had at least one tap 
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supplying running water. The squalid living 
conditions of cellfU" dwellings were also 
done away with, a feature which was espe
cially bad arol.iJld the New Street area. How
ever, and this is why this topic is being cov
ered, it would seem that the remains of one 
cellar dwelling might still exist. In another 
set of W.E.A. classes, a group has been car
rying out a survey of the buildings sur
rounding the Old Market Place. One of the 
buildings of particular interest is The Or
ange Tree pub. This is a timber-frame build
ing with some surviving daub and wattle 
walls. It previously consisted of two shops 
and an alley way, and is three storeys high, 
unusual for a timber frame building. How
ever, on viewing the cellar, which consists 
of barrel-vaulted roofs typical of the older 
properties in this area, it was noticed that 
there existed a flight of steps leading up to 
Albert Place, but now sealed off by the sur
face of the cobbled roadway. It is possible 
that one or two of the cellars now used to 
store the beer kegs, might once have been a 
cellar dwelling, in the days before the use of 
this building as a public house. As this area 
has long contained small business premises, 
the cellars were usually used for storage and 
one next to a road may have had access by a 
flight of steps just for convenience, but if it 
could be proved by subsequent work, to 
have been a dwelling, it will be a rare sur
vival for the south Manchester area. 

Notes 
I .  Celtic Warrington, Book 2, by Mark Oily (pub
IishedMay 1999). 
2. 'Whatever Happened to the Altringham Carrot?' 
in Cheshire Life, April 1985, p.44; Back to the Roots 
by Richard Mabey and Francesca Greenoak 
(Altringham carrot). 
3. Bygone Altrincham, p. 1 02, by Charles Nickson. 
(Out of print.) 



KING EDWARD I AND HIS WELSH PROBLEMS 

Earlier this year ( 1 999) a party of mem
bers from our History Society visited Flint 
Castle and HolyweIl. If time (and energy) 
had allowed we could have inspected the 
nearby ruins of Basingwerk Abbey, built 
in 1 13 1  by Ranulph, earl of Chester. 

Flint Castle, one of the series of for
tresses created by Edward I between 1297 
and 1295, was built by that great architect, 
Master James of Savoy. During its build
ing King Edward and Queen Eleanor 
stayed at the abbey. The plan of the castle 
is unusual, but shows similarities to one 

._-_ . . .... . .
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Ron Higginbottom 
built in the south of France. The castle was 
once encircled by water from the Dee es
tuary, and was fully accessible by ship. 
2300 diggers were used to construct it at 
great expense. 

What caused him to spend on such a 
sca�e? The story is a complicated one, full 
of claims and counter claims. The follow
ing is told largely from King Edward's 
viewpoint. 

It has been said that before the Edwar
dian Conquest, Wales was a geographical 
expression rather than a nation. The Welsh , ...... .. '/ :. 
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Rhuddlan Cast/e, drawing by Ron Higginbotham. 
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in the south were quite distinct from those irl 
the north. In course of time, the Princes of 
Gwynedd began to be accepted as overall 
leaders, being accorded the title - 'Prince of 
Wales' .  They were based in Snowdonia, a 
natural stronghold set in difficult, mountain
ous country. Generally speaking, when the 
Kings of England were weakened by other 
problems, these Welsh princes would ex
tend their influence. Nevertheless, over the 
years it had become the custom to render 
homage to the King of England. The con
cept of rendering homage was an important 
part of the feudal system. Indeed, King Ed
ward I had rendered homage to Philip III of 
France, for his territories there. 

In the Middle Ages a king was expected 
to look and act like one. He should not only 
be a brave and successful leader in battle, 
but should show wisdom in ruling his realm. 
King Edward Plantagnet came close to this 
ideal. He was described by a contemporary 
as foilows: 

"He was very tall, with long arms and legs 
that enabled him to wield a sword with sinu
ous dexterity and to ride the most spirited 
horse. His left eyelid drooped a little and he 
lisped but, nevertheless, was effectively elo

quent in speech when persuasion was neces
sary for business." 

Another writer added that Edward had 
the pride and ferocity of a lion. 

Thus, King Edward I was a formidable 
man, with experience of war gained in the 
Holy Land. He was dete�ined, decisive 
and a bold, brilliant organiser. Edward was 
pious. Together also, with his beloved wife, 
Queen Eleanor, he endowed Vale Royal Ab
bey. Edward, with good reason, has been 
called 'The English Justinian'. In 1290 (the 
year he granted Altrincham its market char-
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ter) he expelled the Jews from England. 
Later, he found that sailors from the Cinque 
Ports had abandoned some of them on sand
banks to drown. The King was angry about 
this unnecessary cruelty and had the offend
ing crews executed. 

Another revealing aspect of Edward's 
character was his lifelong devotion to Elea
nor of Castile, his queen. They were married 
in Burgos in 1254. They had a long, happy 
marriage and when Eleanor died in 1290 
(probably of TB). Edward was grief stricken 
and remained so for the rest of his life. 

Llewelyn II (The Last), Prince of Wales, 
had defied Prince Edward successfully be
fore in the 1270's. Further, he had been a 
valuable ally of Simon de Montfort, even 
becoming betrothed to de Montfort's daugh
ter. He was shrewd enough to escape the 
ruin that befell them after an unsuccessful 
coup. Llewelyn, on more than one occasion 
failed to render homage to the new king, an 
act, as has been said already, Edward per
formed for his lands in France. At last when 
Edward's patience was exhausted Llewelyn 
was declared to be a rebel and disturber of 
the peace. Llewelyn had made, what proved 
to be a fatal mistake. He had underestimated 
King Edward's determination, ability and 
his access to much greater military and fi
nancial resources. 

There were two campaigns. The first one 
began in July 1277 and lasted eight months. 
The King's men gathered at Chester, an 
army 15,000 strong. It included 9,000 sol
diers from English controlled South Wales, 
where the famous long bow had been devel
oped. It also included Llewelyn's brother, 
David, who changed sides four times! Ed
ward's men moved along the coast of North 
Wales clearing the wooded country as they 
moved. The King then built two wooden 



strongholds, Flint and Rhuddlan. These se
cured his communications. In the south two 
more were built at Builth and Aberystwyth. 
By September, Edward had progressed as 
far as the Conway estuary, sending his fleet 
to attack Anglesey, Llewelyn' s 'granary'. 

At last, Llewelyn submitted to royal au
thority. He accompanied King Edward to 
London where, in the presence of the King 
and his nobles, he fmally rendered homage. 
This was a serious contract in the Middle 
Ages. Following this, Edward returned 
much of Llewelyn's lands ' in fief' . Legal 
documents were signed, Llewelyn returned 
to Wales. Moreover, in 1278, he was al
lowed to marry Eleanor de Montfort, daugh
ter of the late Earl of Leicester. The mar
riage took place in Worcester with the King 
himself presiding over the proceedings. 
However, the castles at Flint, Rhuddlan, 
Builth and Aberystwyth were being quickly 
rebuilt in stone. 

In 1282, although David had been re
warded with lands in Wales for his previous 
loyalty to Edward, he encouraged Llewelyn 
to besiege both Flint and Rhuddlan Castles. 
They attacked Hawarden, capturing Roger 
Clifford, a famous knight, sending him 
back, wounded, to Snowdonia. The broth
ers then went on to devastate a large area of 
the Welsh Marches. This time, King Ed
ward used three armies to blockade 
Snowdonia. He even brought in 400 
crossbowmen from Bordeaux under 
Guichard be Bourg; Gaston de Beam sent 
300 unmounted crossbowmen; the Vicomte 
de Tarcazin the same. Other formidable 
troops were led by Roger de Mauleon, 
Arnald de Gaveston, the Counts of 
Armagnac and Bigorge and John de Vesey. 
It was by no means a one-sided conflict. 
However, on 1 1th Dece�ber, 1282, Prince 
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Llywelyn was killed near Builth. As a result 
the Welsh lost heart. Next, Edward hunted 
down David remorselessly. By June 1283 it 
was all over. David was tried and executed 
as a traitor at Shrewsbury. 

The Welsh were now made subject to the 
laws of England. Edward returned to Lon
don in 1285. He held a solemn victory (and 
thanksgiving) procession, on foot, from the 
Tower of London to Westminster Abbey. 
He was accompanied by Queen Eleanor, all 
the magnates and fourteen bishops. The 
Archbishop of Canterbury, himself, carried 
the Holy Cross of Wales ('The Croizneth'). 

A royal clerk wrote: 

"Glory to God in the highest, peace on Earth 
to all men of goodwill. A triumph to the 
English . . .  " 

His remarks about the Welsh are better 
omitted in these days of political correct
ness. 

Edward I said that Llewelyn was "one of 
the greatest among the magnates of my 
kingdom". Thus, he was both hurt and dis
appointed at what he regarded as 
Llewelyn's treachery. Edward made sure 
that the two brothers paid with their lives. 
To prevent any such similar trouble happen
ing again, Snowdonia was ringed by a series 
of superb , castles with defended towns. In 
their old age Edward's castles are, perhaps, 
beautiful masterpieces in stone. 

Sources 
Chronicles of the Age Chivalry by Elizabeth HaI
lam. 
CastlesofEdwardlin Wales by P.H. Humphries. 
EleanorofCastileby Jean Powrie. 
Edwardl by L. Salzman. 



THE MANCHESTER SOUTH JUNCTION AND 

ALTRINCHAM RAILWAY 1 50th ANNIVERSARY 
Ooug Oarby 

[I'his article first appeared in The Mancunian, the journal of The Manchester Locomotive 
Society and is reproduced here by permission of the author and the editor of The 

Mancunian.} 

Over the years many articles and booklets 
have been written about the MSJ&AR, cul
minating in the excellent book by Mr.F. 
Dixon, first published in 1973 and followed 
by an enlarged edition in 1994. It is gratify
ing to note that several past and present 
members of The Manchester Locomotive 
Society contributed notes and photographs 
to both these publications. It is not my in
tention to write even a "potted" history of 
the line. Indeed, it would be invidious to do 
so and quite pointless. However, I felt that 
the 1 50th anniversary of the opening of one 
of our busiest local lines on 20th July 1 849 
should not be allowed to pass without some 
reference to it in The Mancunian. 

Apart from one or two lengthy spells 
abroad, I have always lived close to the 
MSJ&AR, first in Old Trafford and then 
in Brooklands. Furthermore, the MSJ&AR 
was the tinder that sparked off my life long 
interest in steam locomotives and railways 
in general. So how did it all begin? Well, it 
started way back in 1 922. In September of 
that year we arrived back in England from 
America where my family had lived for the 
previous two years in the town of Niagara 
Falls. We had no property in England at that 
time so relatives had been asKed to fmd 
some temporary accommodation, not an 
easy task with three young boys in the fam
ily. One stipulation was that the house 
should be convenient for Trafford Park 
where my father was going to work. Ac
commodation was found on a short street 
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called Almond Grove which was the first 
street on the left off Elsinore Road, which 
runs parallel with the railway from Old 
Trafford station to Warwick Road station. In 
this article I will use the station names as 
they were before the "Metro" changes, to 
avoid confusion. 

Almond Grove! That was a misnomer! 
There wasn't even a blade of grass, let alone 
almonds. There was a row of tall, gaunt red 
brick houses on each side of the street that 
had been built in the late 'nineties. How
ever, Almond Grove had one redeeming 
feature. It was only a matter of yards away 
from the railway which rapidly became the 
focus of attention for my brother and my
self. I was seven years old in 1 922 so I just 
managed to see a few pre-grouping trains. I 
clearly remember seeing little black engines 
with number plates on the side tanks. Some 
were plain black whilst others were lined 
out. Later knowledge confirmed these to be 
L&NWR "coal tanks". 

During the early 1920s, our knowledge 
rapidly increased. We soon noticed that 
there were two types of engines working the 
local trains, namely the "coal tanks" and 
some rather handsome engines with large 
numerals on the tank sides. Reading the 
Mecanno Magazine and the Wonder Book of 
Railways, we learnt about wheel arrange
ments. This was really advanced knowl
edge! The "coal tanks" were 0-6-2 and the 
more handsome engines 2-4-2 tanks. Much 
later, we found out that they were class Fl. 



A vivid memory is that of watching the 
evening rush hour trains from Manchester. 
They would come racing down from Knott 
Mill and were probably doing about 50 mph 
between Old Trafford and Warwick Road. 
The little wheels of the "coal tanks" were 
simply flying round. Occasionally a 2-4-2 
tank would be replaced by a 0-6-2 tank 
(N5). We did not like this as they lacked the 
speed of the 2-4-2s. Similarly with the "coal 
tanks". One would be temporarily replaced 
by a Webb radial 0-6-2 tank or a "Jinty" 

0-6-0 tank. The "Jinties" came along at a 
much more sedate pace, probably because 
they were not as steady as the "coal tanks". I 
also remember seeing a L&NWR 4-6-2 tank 
working the local trains, but not the ex
presses. 

Looking back over seventy years ago, it 
is astonishing to appreciate the hard work 
that these small tank engines performed. 
The normal load was seven bogies, about 
200 tons, which had to be restarted eight 
times between London Road and 
Altrincham. Old Trafford station is slightly 
below road level but regains it where the 
MSJ&AR crosses the South District line, a 
distance of only about 200 to 300 yards. 
And yet I never remember the locos slipping 
as they started from Old Trafford. They 
were skilfully handled. Needless to say, the 
uphill journey from Old Trafford to Knott 
Mill was quite slow. I'm not going to quote 
any timetable statistics, but I would like to 
mention the 4.55pm from Oxford Road 
which ran non-stop to Sale in ten minutes. I 
wonder how long it takes by road in 1999? 

The rostering of the locomotives was in

teresting. The trains that were worked by the 
LMS one week were worked by the LNE 

the following week. On Sundays the com

plete service was worked alternately by 
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each company. On Sundays, also, all trains 
used the slow lines, certain intermediate sig
nal boxes being switched out - e.g. Old 
Trafford station and Warwick Road. 

An operation we enjoyed watching at 
holiday times was collecting the empty milk 
vans. The train used to arrive in Old 
Trafford station from town in mid-morning, 
invariably hauled by a C l 3  4-4-2 tank. The 
loco would detach itself from the vans and 
proceed to the loading dock behind the sta
tion, pick up the empties and attach them to 
those left in the station. 

In September 1928, we began going to 
Stretford Grammar School. Long before this 
date, we had left Almond Grove and were 
near to Ayres Road. Part of the daily walk to 
school was along a cinder footpath along
side the railway between Warwick Road 
station and the Great Stone Road bridge. 
This enabled us to see the "race" between 
two trains. It was not, of course, an arranged 
race, but due to the close headway between 
trains in the rush hour, if one train was run
ning late it would run parallel with another 
on the four track section. As we looked ex
pectantly towards Stretford, the MSJ&AR 
train would appear on the slow line, the lit
tle tank engine, either an FI 2-4-2 tank or a 
"Knotty" New "L" class 0-6-2 tank, puffmg 
gallantly on its train of seven bogies and 
two 6-wheelers. A few seconds later, the 
large bulk of the engine of the Warrington 
train would appear on a mere four coaches. 
Inevitably it passed the local, only to be 
pulled up sharply by the signals at Great 
Stone Road, whilst the local puffed serenely 
on its way. MSJ&A trains always took pre
cedence over L VLS and CLC trains. This 
daily excitement took our minds off the 
forthcoming mathematics lesson! 

The LNER used the El tanks right up to 



the end of steam. These were Nos 5590 to 
5600 and five of them would be shedded at 
Altrincham at any one time with an equal 
number of EMS engines. Originally these 
were the 0-6-2 "coal tanks" but they were 
replaced by "Knotty" 0-6-2 tanks in 1 927. 
They were Nos 2257 and 226 1 to 2266. In 
1 930 the "Knotties" gave way to the new 
2-6-2 tanks from the batch 1 5505 to 1 55 1 1 .  
I recall my first excitement on seeing one of 
these for the first time in Old Trafford sta
tion. We had never heard of these engines, 
so I jumped on my bike and cycled home to 
tell my brother so that he could come and 
see it 

\
vhen it returned from Altrincham. 

At this period ( 1922 to 193 1 )  there were 
three types of bogie coaches of which two 
sets consisted of eight slightly smaller vehi
cles, built at Wolverton in 1905. The re
maining five sets consisted of seven coaches 
each, two of which were built at Wolverton 
and the other three at Dukinfield. Occa
sionally one or two old six-wheelers would 
be attached to rush hour trains. When the 
service was slightly speeded up in 1927, the 
sets would be reduced during the quieter pe
riods of the day. All the bogie stock was 
comfortable to ride in. 

The signals were of L&NWR pattern al
though the signal box at Old Trafford sta
tion was of GCR design. The arms of the 
junction signal at Old Trafford station were 
on the same level in the early 1920s. Then 
one day we observed the signal post being 
modified so as to raise the arms of the fast 
line signals, thus conforming to modem 
practice. There were no rings on these slow 
line arms, but the "up" slow line home sig
nal still carried rings at this period. Owing 
to the intensity of the service, there was a 
plethora of signals between Old Trafford 
and Great Stone Road bridge, including a 

-
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tall, impressive junction signal at the latter 
place. 

My recollection is that the steam service 
was very reliable, although inevitably there 
were the odd mishaps. One day a train from 
Manchester hauled by a "coal tank" stopped 
in Old Trafford station as usual but then 
showed no sign of moving. We were some
what puzzled at this delay until the engine 
crew began throwing the fire out on to the 
track side. Shortly there was an engine 
whistle from the rear, and the whole caval
cade was pushed on to the slow line by a D7 
on the fol lowing Chester train, 

On another occasion, some delay was 
caused by a "Knotty" tank slipping at Old 
Trafford station and it would not stop. We 
couldn't stay to see how this problem was 
sorted out. Evidently the regulator had 
stuck. 

A more severe disruption occurred one 
Sunday evening when the 0-6-0 "coal en
gine" which was employed in moving the 
concrete mixing wagon used for the founda
tions of the stanchions for the overhead 
electrification, became completely derailed 
on the crossover in Old Trafford station, ef
fectively blocking both lines. 

Oxford Road was the busiest station on 
the MSJ&AR All "up" trains stopped here 
for water before proceeding to London 
Road, and this added two minutes to the 
"up" schedule which took thirty-two min
utes against thirty minutes for the "down" 
trains. 

Apart from the local trains, there were 
regular services over MSJ&AR metals for 
Northwich and Chester Northgate from 
Manchester Central, and from London Road 
to Lymm, Warrington and Liverpool. Also 
there was the through service from London 
Road to Crewe via Northwich and 



Middlewich. These services provided an ex
cellent variety of engines. The LMS types 
we saw comprised "Experiment" class 
4-6-0s, "George V" 4-4-0s, "Renown" 
4-4-0s, "Precedent" class 2-4-0s, "Cauli
flower" 0-6-0s, Webb radial 0-6-2T, Webb 
2-4-2T and "Compound" 4-4-0s. In later 
years there were L&YR 2-4-2Ts, Fowler 
and Stanier 2-6-2Ts. On the CLC trains, the 
regular performers were C l 3, DS, DY and 
NS, whilst in later years the locos were 0 12, 
D9, D I 0  and 11 1 s. 

The local "pick-up" goods trains were 
usually handled by N5s which I remember 
doing some gentle shunting at Old Trafford. 
However, my most vivid memory is of the 
limestone trains going through Altrincham. 
An 8F 2-8-0 going flat out through 
Altrincham station on 1 6  loaded hoppers 
was a magnificent sight and sound. 

10 my earlier years, it was the named 
L&NWR engines that captured my imagina
tion. There was something about those 
unique nameplates that was fascinating. If a 
train appeared with an unnamed engine, we 
groaned in disappointment. I ' ll mention a 
few: 

Experiment 4-6-05 

5494 ADRIATIC, 5506 LORD OF THE 
ISLES, 5509 CHILLINGTON, 551 1 BAN
SHEE, 55 13  BUFFALO, 5532 
BRITOMART 

George V 4-4-05 

532 1 LORD LOCH, 
F.S.P.WOLFERSTAN, 5333 
5347 ELKHOUND, 5350 INDIA 

Renown 4-4-0 

5322 
DRAKE, 

5 160 RESOLUTION, 5 1 6 1  SULTAN, 5 1 63 
BOADICEA, 5 1 65 BLENHEIM, 5 1 66 
FLYING FOX 
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Precedent 2-4-0 

5005 PIIT, 5042 THE AUDITOR 
There was a big change in 193 1 when the 

MSJ&AR local steam trains were replaced 
by brand new electric trains. The new ser
vice began on Monday 1 1  th May 193 1 ,  al
though there had been a full scale trial on 
Sunday l Oth May when electric trains, with
out passengers, ran between the steam ser
vice trains. During the previous year or so 
we had witnessed some of the engineering 
work in connection with the electrification. 
The lines under Great Stone Road bridge 
were lowered in order to accommodate the 
overhead wires, the dip in the track being 
quite noticeable. A much bigger job was 
lowering the tracks through Old Trafford 
tunnel on the Manchester side of the station. 
Another track modification was the slewing 
of the "up" fast line between Brooklands 
and Sale to enable a siding to be put be
tween the "up" and "down" lines in order to 
store a 6-coach electric train. 

A special rail mounted concrete mixer, 
for making the foundations for the stan
chions for the overhead wires, was kept in 
the siding adjacent to the "down" fast line at 
Old Trafford at one time, and was moved 
about by an 0-6-0 "Coal Engine". 

Many of the new trains were stored on 
the fast lines between Old Trafford and 
Warwick Road prior to entering service, so 
that all trains had to use the slow lines be
tween these points. This meant the end of 
the non-stops speeding through Old 
Trafford which we greatly deplored! How
ever, when we made our first journey in the 
electrics to London Road, we were amazed 
at their acceleration and speed. For years we 
had plodded up to Knott Mill at 25-30 mph, 
but now it seemed more like 50 mph. The 
change was truly "electrifying"! 



The new trains soon settled down after 
the inevitable initial hiccups and provided 
an excellent service for nearly 40 years. I re
call walking along Ayres Road towards 
Warwick Road station on the first morning 
and soon saw that something was badly 
amiss. All the trains, not only the electrics, 
were caught up in a massive jam, partly due 
to a fault in a sub station. 

In September 1 94 1 ,  the first electric loco
motive (No.670 1 )  for the Woodhead line 
was tested between Warwick Road and Sale 
and I remember seeing it on a lengthy train 
of empty wagons. 

TIle biggest interruption to MSJ&AR ser
vices occurred in 1 940 when the viaduct 
near Cornbrook collapsed after the "Blitz" 
just before Christmas. The viaduct was not 
repaired until September 1 941  and all trains 
were diverted into Manchester Central sta
tion. Electric trains from Altrincham termi
nated at Warwick Road where passengers 
had to transfer to a steam shuttle service into 
town. I used this service frequently and it 
worked very well. There seemed to be an 
eagerness with the engine crews to equal the 
electric timings, but unfortunately one 
over-zealous crew backed too vigorously on 
to the coaches. There was a loud bang and a 
cloud of dust. They had splintered the run
ning board of the carriage and derailed its 
bogie. I couldn't stay to see how long it was 

before it was all sorted out. 
The next upheaval took place in 1 97 1  

with the changeover from 1 ,500 v.d.c. to 
25kv.a.c. Whilst this enabled passengers to 
travel to main line stations, like Crewe, 
without changing at London Road, it led to 
a deterioration in the local service. 

One small point of interest that resulted 
from the changeover was the removal of the 
siding between Brooklands and Sale since it 
was no longer required. The slewed "up" 
line was restored to its original position, and 
today, looking over Brooklands bridge to
wards Sale, one would never dream that 
there had once been a kink in the "up" line 
for about 40 years for the siding between the 
two tracks. 

My recollection of the Class 304 25 
k. v.ac. units is that they were somewhat 
better riders than the old d.c. trains, al
though their initial acceleration was not as 
fast. 

And so we come to 1 992 and the 
METRO. It has been an enormous success 
and provides the most frequent service we 
have ever had. 

In conclusion, I have to say that my fond
est memories of the MSJ&AR are in its 
steam days in the 1 920s. The large variety 
of locos we used to see is in marked contrast 
to the monotony of today's identical 
"trams". 

Sffi GAWAIN 
Local hero? 

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight is the title 
of one of the great masterpieces of medieval 
poetry. The "Introduction" to the Penguin 
Classics edition states it is a product of the 
fourteenth century but its author is un-
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Don 8ay/iss 
known. It relates the adventures of the fmest 
of Arthur's knights, Sir Gawain, riding out 
from Camelot seeking out an adversary, the 
Green Knight. The poem gives fascinating 
detail about the castles, the way people 



thought, chivalry, dress, food, hunting, the 
environment, and the contact between reli
gion and mysticism at the time. 

The poem has many points of interest, 
not merely the fact it was preceded by other 
preparatory, but not so well-known works, 
but it was in circulation a hundred years be
fore Morte d'Arthur was printed The name 
'Gawain' is of Celtic origin meaning 'Sun
bird' and his story is very ancient with roots 
in Irish legend. The poem has been around 
in many versions for over six hundred years 
and today is of continuing interest to philol
ogists, theologists, historians and others 
concerned with the Arthurian legends and 
their interpretation. It has been suggested 
the present text available was recited at 
Elizabeth's court. 

The text is an extremely lengthy read, 
2500 lines in 1 0 1  stanzas, and in the Pen
guin edition, modernised for our benefit. 
The author of the original had 'a keen eye 
for effect, a talent for observation . . .  a genu
ine love of nature . . .  a real refmement and el
evation of feeling which enable him to deal 
with a risque situation with an absence of 
coarseness' (an attempted seduction). The 
actions which take place are very involved 
as are the interactions of the characters. The 
various events encompass religion, mysti
cism and chivalry. The location of the 'ac
tion' is a puzzle. The identity of the author 
(of the same period as Chaucer) is unknown 
and has given rise to much speculation. 
From the aspect of historical geography the 
last two points are very interesting to me 
and these are the aspects I wish to consider. 

A synopsis of the events in the poem is as 
follows. It seems on the surface a compli
cated story of an adventure of King Arthur's 
nephew, Gawain, the knight of the highest 
status and with the highest standards of 
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chivalry. An unknown knight of fearsome 
aspect, the Green Knight with red eyes and 
green hair comes to Artbur's court, meets all 
the familiar characters of the round Table 
and is entertained. He issues a challenge for 
anyone to strike him with an axe. Twelve 
months and a day later he will return the 
blow. Arthur accepts the challenge but 
Gawain forbids this and takes his place. 
Gawain strikes off the head of the Green 
Knight which rolls around the floor and is 
immediately picked up by the headless 
knight who then leaves. Gawain then de
parts on a journey of a year and a day, to 
follow and fmd the Green Knight through 
the land of Logres, southern Britain. He 
leaves the court on his huge horse, Grigolet, 
and nobody expects to see him again be
cause he will have to endure his own head 
being struck off when he fmds the chal
lenger. After the court challenge much of 
the text is concerned with Gawain's priva
tions in all sorts of weathers as he wanders 
through the woods and mountains fighting 
those who waylay him. The beheading chal
lenge is met fairly frequently in ancient 
myths but another challenge awaits, this 
time to his probity. Gawain is entertained at 
a fme castle with white chimneys where the 
wife of its lord, Sir Bertilak, attempts to se
duce him three times. On two occasions she 
is rebuffed though the seductions get worse, 
but such is Gawain's chastity he resists, un
til defeated by the last attempt, when the 
lady presents him with a green girdle. (It is 
suggested this is a reference to The Orders 
of the Garter and Bath which were intro
duced in the fourteenth century.) Gawain fi
nally has to find a 'Green Chapel,' and does 
so only to realise the lord of the castle and 
chapel, Sir Bertilak, is none other than the 
Green Knight himself. Gawain prepares 



himself for the reprisal of the challenge at 
the Green Chapel but this is where his chiv
alry deserts him. To save his life he dodges 
the axe, only sustaining a glancing blow. On 
return to Arthur's court he attempts to put a 
brave face on it but the message is clear that 
Gawain had not lived up to chastity or chiv
alry. 

All sorts of connotations emerge from the 
poem. Gawain is seen as the Christian mes
sage fighting the Green Man, a relic of pa
gan involvement with nature's spirits and 
secret groves. Representations of the Green 
Man �bound, for example, in the fourteenth 
century castle church in Leicester the Green 
Man appears carved on the pews suggesting 
that at that date the church authorities were 
still hedging their bets and that memories of 
paganism still existed. Cowardice can lead 
to abandonment of the supreme quality of 
Christian chivalry which is thus shown to be 
perhaps unattainable. The poem is claimed 
to be misogynistic and women are seen as 
inferior devious beings, some with evil 
properties in the manner of Morgan the Fey, 
the wicked enchantress of Arthurian legend. 

The question of the authorship has bent 
many academic minds. Philologists have 
identified the language of the poem to be 
north Cestrian or south Lancastrian. This 
contrasts with the contemporary language of 
Chaucer based on London, Oxford and 
Cambridge. Nothing could be more differ
ent than the style of the poet of Sir Gawain 
and Canterbury Tales. It has been suggested 
that the work reflects a northern culture very 
much still concerned with pagan as well as 
Christian matters, involved with an idiom 
intensely poetical in contrast to Chaucer's 
material, down-to-earth southern prose and 
that from this period we inherited the south

ern idiom. Nevertheless, the poem was well 
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known in the south as well as the north and 
its allegorical value was appreciated across 
the country. 

The question arises as to how a poem of 
great beauty came to be written in a military 
society of the north-west of England in the 
last half of the fourteenth century in the 
middle of the Hundred Year's War and at 
the time of the decline of the Black Prince' s  
English fortunes i n  France. The answer may 
be it was possibly a piece of propaganda de
signed to cheer people, remind them of for
mer glories of Arthur's time, and make 
atonement for the horrific events of the war, 
which had been hardly an advertisement for 
chivalry. 

The poem gives essentially a male view . 
of events and society, and the few places at 
the time where men of a dominantly literate 
bent were found were the clerical establish
ments, or the castles or large halls of the 
time. The work could be the product of a 
clerk or songster in a baronial entourage 
The clerical institutions might be, for exam
ple, those of Birkenhead, Norton, Warbur
ton, Chester or Vale Royal. If the source 
were a secular household, this might point 
to an abode of one of the great families 
hereabouts - for example, the Radcliffes, 
Stanleys, Mainwarings, or the Mascis of 
Puddington or Dunham. Hence the interest 
for us, the Mascis (Masseys) being once the 
lords of Altrincham. 

As far as the location of the 'action' is 
concerned, extremely detailed descriptions 
are given of castles and palaces, of moun
tains, streams, waste areas and rough 
wooded country. We may assume that the 
Lancastrian-Cestrian dialect of the poem 
suggests some of the action must have been 
in north-west England, and that because 
Camelot was in the south-west of England 



or Wales (for example Tintagel, Cadbury or 
Caerleon - though these can be disputed), 
Sir Gawain must have journeyed north, pos
sibly up the Welsh marches. There are refer
ences to specific named places mainly in 
one short passage, as follows: 

(part 2, Section 9) 
Often at night he happened on neither 
house nor host 
Nor found placed before him the food that 
he /iked -
He had no comrade to talk to on the track 
but God, 
Till he was nearly nigh to Northern Wales. 
The isles of Anglesey he kept always on his 
left 
andfared across the fords by the foreshore 
Over at Holy Head to the other side 
Into the wilderness of Wirral. where few 
men dwelled 
Who granted good to God or man. 

(This does not make sense unless it is ac
cepted that Holy Head is Holywell. Wirral 
was well known as 'a refuge for vagabonds 
and outlaws') 

Members of the Society may remember 
going to Shotwick Church on a field excur
sion some years ago. From this point fords 
existed across the Dee, which enabled peo
ple (and armies) to cross to, and return from 
Holywell. The church was close to 
Shotwick Castle which guarded the fords. 
Unfortunately on our trip there was not time 
to see the remains of the castle. The verse 
above could be interpreted to mean Gawain 
forded the Dee from Holywell to Shotwick. 
However, he is unlikely to have stayed on 
Wirral because subsequently he proceeded 
for a long time to do battles with dragons, 
wolves, wild trolls, bulls, boars and other 
beings among woods, waterfalls and moun
tains. These types of scenery suggest that he 
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left Wirral, perhaps moving into mountain
ous north Wales, for example, past Dyserth 
or Aber waterfalls, the decorated castle de
scribed with white chimneys might have 
been prompted by Caernarfon Castle or a 
castle in the limestone area of north Wales, 
such as Ruddlan. The Green Chapel where 
he is fmally humiliated as a chivalrous 
knight by cheating and committing the sin 
of fending off the Green Knight's axe blows 
suggests the lingering memory of a pagan 
religious site, perhaps in a grove on the 
mainland of north Wales or one formerly 
used by the druids in Anglesey. 

One interesting feature was that the em
blem on Gawain's shield was a pentangle, 
an ancient magic rather than a Christian fig
ure. It is a remarkable coincidence that the 
plan of the curtain walls of Shotwick Castle 
was a pentagon . . .  (a plan is shown in 
Ormerod). 

The name of the poet may never be 
known but in another poem, Pearl, by the 
same poet, reference is made to a Hugh who 
had a daughter Margery who died in in
fancy. This poem is also 1 0 1  stanzas in 
length. In Roman numerals this is ci and 
may be a deliberate clue to the name of the 
local lord in whose household the poet 
worked. This lord may not have wished his 
name to be known for political reasons. Pos
sibly he was an aesthete in a military society 
and critical of the contemporary military 
machine and chivalry. The families whose 
names contain the letters ci are the Masci 
families of Dunham, Puddington, Tatton, 
Timperley and Sale. The Hamo de Mascis 
of Dunham (and lords of A ltrincham) had 
died out recently, the main strain about 
1 342 and a bastard a score of years later, 
and no Hughes are known, so unfortunately 
Dunham cannot be involved. Hugh Mascis 



were common, however, at Puddington - on 
the Wirral significantly - but though a few 
daughters' names of consequence are 
known, no Margery can be ascertained from 
family pedigrees known at present. A 
daughter who died in infancy may not have 
been recorded but it does not mean a 
Margery had not been born. 

These notes have put forward the argu
ment that the story of Sir Gawain of Arthu
rian times is clearly linked to an area we 
know, close to us, and gives us an intriguing 
insight of that poetic appreciation existed in 

the castles and halls of this area, an alterna
tive to the view that only the military way of 
life was important over six hundred years 
ago. 

Sources 
Stone, Brian, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, 
Penguin, 1 959. 
Various website articles including Sir Gawain and 
the Green Knight, Jessie L. Weston (University of 
Rochester, N.Y.); Passage Analysis, Konstantinos 
Sarafdis; SynopsisofLines 60-129, KimNeininger. 
Ormerod, G., History 0/ the County Palatine and 
City o/Chester, 2nd. ed.,London, 1 892 

Local History Society News 
Ashton and Sale History Society 4th May, 2000, 'Twenty-Fifth Annual Gen-
Meets at the Claremont Centre, Claremont eral Meeting' .  
Road, Sale, on the first Wednesday of every 
month except January at 7.30pm. 
6th October, 1 999, 'The Hatting Trade' .  
3rd November, 1 999, AGM and 'Old 
Photos of the Area' . 
1 st December, 1 999, Christmas Party. 

Chadderton Historical Society 

Meets at Chadderton Central Library , 
Middleton Road, Chadderton, Oldham at 
7.30pm on the first Thursday of each month. 
Visitors' donations gratefully received. 
7th October, 1 999, 'Middleton - A Look 
into its Past' . 
4th November, 1 999, 'Aspects of Bygone 
Chadderton - Part 2' . 
2nd December, 1 999, 'Cumbria - up the 
Side and down the Middle ! '  
3rd February, 2000, ' The- Jacobites in 
Lancashire' . 
9th March, 2000, 'Looking Back At Lees'.  

6th April, 2000, 'In Pastures Green - Life in 

Chadderton in the Early Nineteenth Cen
tury'. 

Cheshire Local History Association 

Meets four or five times a year at various 
venues. Mainly open to CLHA members, 
but interested visitors welcome. 
1 2th October, 1 999, 'Nineteenth Century 
Cheshire Church Restoration',  Cheshire Re
cord Office. 
25th January, 2000, 'Sites and Monuments 
Record',  Cheshire Record Office. 
1 1 th April, 2000, 'Photographing Local 
History',  Salt Museum, Northwich. 
1 5th July, 2000, 'Setting Up a Local Mu
seum', Sandbach School. 
1 0th October, 2000, 'Chester Buildings',  
Cheshire Record Office. 

Eccles and District History Society 

Meets at Eccles Library on Wednesdays at 
7.30pm and also Thursday afternoons at 
2.00pm. Visitors £1 .00 
Thursday afternoons, 2. 00pm 
7 October, 1 999, 'Boardman and Eccles La
crosse' .  



4th November, 1 999, 'Growing Up In 
Eccles As A Singer' . 
2nd December, 1 999, ' Samuel Coulthurst, 
Victorian and Edwardian Photographer'. 

Friends of Queen Street Mill, Burnley 

Meets at the mill. For more information tel. 
Alison Miller, Chair of Friends, Nelson 
0 1282 693666. 
October 1 999, Friends host Macmillan Can
cer Fund Coffee Morning. 

Historic Society of Lancashire and 

Cheshire 

Meets in the Roscoe Room (5th Floor) the 
Central Libraries, William Brown Street, 
Liverpool, at 7.00pm unless stated other
wise 
2 1 st October, 1 999, 'The Role of Newspa
per Advertising in the Female Servant Em
ployment in Late Nineteenth-century 
Cheshire' .  
1 8th November, 1 999, to be announced. 

Manchester Region Industrial Archaeol

ogy Society 

Meets at the Town Hall, Albert Square, 
Manchester at 7.00pm for 7.30pm, unless 
stated. Bookstall run by Chris Makepeace 
usually available. 
Friday, 1 5th October, 1999, 'Castleshaw 
and Piethome Area Archaeology' . 
Friday, 1 2th November, 1 999, 'CWS'.  
Friday, l Oth December, 1 999 AGM. 

Mourholme Local History Society 

Meets at Yealand Village Hall, north of 
Camforth, on the second Thursday of the 
month, at 7.30pm. 
1 4th October, 1 999, ' Hadrian's  Wall ' .  
1 1th November, 1 999, 'Cameo of Margaret 
Fell, Swarthmore Hall 
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9th December, 1999, Joint ChristmaslMil
lennium Meeting with Holme and District 
Local History Society. 
1 3th January, 2000, 'Early Modem North
ern Catholicism' . 
l Oth February, 2000, 'James Erving of 
Camforth and Warton' . 
9th March, 2000, ' Visions of B lackpool in 
the 1 930s' . 
1 3th April, 2000, AGM. 

') 

New Moston History Society 

Meets at New Moston Library, Nuthurst 
Road, New Moston on the 1 st and 3rd Mon
days of each month at 6.30pm, and also a 
speaker at 2.00pm on the third Friday of 
each month. 
Friday talks 
1 5th October, 1 999, 'The Importance of 
Britain's  National Parks' .  
1 9th November, 1 999, 'From Salford Quays 
to Liverpool' .  
1 7th December, 1 999, Christmas visit. 

North West Gas Historical Society 

Not all dates and locations known, so where 
interested contact the Secretary, Frank Had
field, 42 Bakewell Road, Hazel Grove, 
Stockport SK7 6JU. Subscriptions are now 
£5.00 per year for members. 
14th October, 1 999, ' Early Motor Transport 
of the Gas Industry' (Bramball Methodist 
Church) 
1 1th November, 1 999, 'Gaslight Goes to 
War - The Final Years' (Stockport). 

Salford Local History Society 

Meets at Midwood Hall, Eccles Old Road, 
Salford 6 on the last Tuesday of the month, 
at 7.30pm. (Buses 67 and 68 stop nearby.) 
26th October, 1 999, 'Tom Dobson - Salford 
Artist' . 



30th November, 1999, 'Wallis Brereton's 
Irwell Saga' . 
25th January, 2000, 'Wood Street Mission, 
Past and Present' . 
29th February, 2000, 'Salford's public Stat
uary and Sculpture' .  
28th March, 2000, ' The Work of the Man
chester Police Museum' .  

Saltney and Saltney Ferry Local History 
Group 

Meets at St. Davids' High School, Saltney, 
at 7.00pm. 
12th October, 1999, meeting. 

South Trafford Archaeology Group 

(STAG) 

Meets at the STAG Display Centre, 
Timperley Old Hall Hotel, at 7.30pm. 
22nd October, 1 999, 'Barleycastle Farm, 
Appleton' .  
26th November, 1999, AGM 
3rd December, 1999, Xmas Party. 

Stalybridge Historical Society 

Meets at Astley Cheetham Art Gallery, 
Stalybridge Library at 7.30pm 
2 1 st September, 1999, 'Video Diaries of 
Derbyshire' . 

Wilmslow Historical Society 

Meets at St. Bartholomew's  Parish Hall, 
Chancel Lane, Wilmslow, at 7.45pm. 
13 th October, 1 999, 'Mobberley and Its 
Houses' .  
l Oth November, 1999, 'Every Street in 
Manchester: the University Settlement in 
Ancoats c. l 895-1 9 14' .  
1 st December, 1999, Christmas Social Eve
ning. 

12th January, 2000, 'The Origins and De- · 
velopment of the Rows in Chester'. 
9th February, 2000, 'The Detective Work 
Behind Local History'. 
8th March, 2000, subject not yet decided. 
12th April, 2000, 'Nineteenth Century Villa 
Gardens in Alderley Edge and the North 
West' .  
9th May, 2000, AGM and slides of histori
cal Wilmslow. 

LOCAL BOOKS 
Bowdon by Ronald Trenbath and Douglas 
Rendell, Tempus Publishing. Paperback, Ar
chive Photographs: Images of England Series, 
£9.99. ISBN 0 7524 1528 x. 

The Rows of Chester: The Report of the Ches
ter Rows Research Project by Andrew Brown, 
Peter de Figueiredo, Jane Grenville, Roland 
Harris, Jane Laughton, Alan Thacker and Rick 
Turner, English Heritage. Hardback, £40.00. 
ISBN 1 85074 629 X. 

A History of Linen in the North West edited by 
Elizabeth Roberts, Centre for North-west Re-
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gional Studies, Fylde College, Lancaster Uni
versity LA l 4YF. Paperback, £6.95. ISBN 1 
86220 064 5. 

Stockport by Morris Garratt and Shirley 
McKenna, Tempus Publishing. Paperback, Ar
chive Photographs Series, £9.99. ISBN 0 7524 
1 128 4. 

Clockmakers of Cheshire by Keith Appleby, 
Farm House Antiques, 23 Christleton Road, 
Chester CH3 5UP. Hardback, £20.00. ISBN 0 
9535416 0 6. 



Vikings in North West England: The Artifacts 
by B.J.N. Edwards, Centre for North-west Re
gional Studies, Fylde College, Lancaster Uni
versity LA l 4YF. Paperback, £6.95. ISBN 1 
86220 065 3.  

Anciente Whispers: Thirty One Generations of 
a Cheshire Family by' Anthony Salusbury 
Brereton, Brereton Press, 94 Henfield Close, 
St. Johns Way, Highgate Hill, London N19 
3UL. Paperback, £23.00. ISBN 0 9534578 0 
x. 

Burnley by Mike Townsend, Tempus Pub
lishing. Paperback, Archive Publishing Images 
of England Series, £9.99. ISBN 0 7524 1 566 2. 

Belle Vue compiled by Jill Cronin and Frank 
Rhodes, Tempus Publishing. Paperback, Im
ages of England Series, £9.99. ISBN 0 7524 
1 57 1  9. 

Story of St. George 's, Altrincham: A Bicenten
nial History of St. George 's Parish Church, 
Altrincham, 1 799-1999 by Brian Breton, Paro
chial Church Council of St. George's, 
Altrincham, St. George's Vicarage, Townfield 
Road, Altrincham WA l 4  4DS. Boards, £6.00. 

ISBN 0 9534233 0 1 .  
Gawsworth New Hall by John M. Bruce, Har
rington Court Books, Gawsworth New Hall, 
Macclesfield SK I 1 9RQ. Hardback, £4.50. 
ISBN 0 9535288 04. 

Hidden Highways of Cheshire: Ten Circular 
Walks Exploring Roman Roads, Salters ' Ways, 
Lost Lanes, Medieval Roads and a Complete 
Roman Road by R.J.A. Dutton, G. Emery. Pa
perba�k, £9.99. ISBN 1 872265 43 X. 

Wythenshawe Hall and the Tatton Family by 
Peter Riley, P. and D. Riley. Paperback, £3.00. 
ISBN 1 8747 1 2 38 7. 

Old Ordnance Survey Maps of Cheshire. 
Marple. 22cm, folded paperback, facsimile of 
1 896 edition, £1 .95. ISBN 1 841 5 1  069 6. 
Old Ordnance Survey Maps of Lancashire. 
Oldham. 22cm, folded paperback, facsimile of 
1 907 edition, £ 1 .95. ISBN 1 84 1 5 1  068 8. 
All published by Alan Godfrey Maps, 1 2  The 
Off Quay Building, Foundry Lane, Newcastle 
NE6 1LH. 

Stockport Tale by Arthur Herbert Lomas, N. 
Richardson. Paperback, £4.25. ISBN 1 852 1 6  
1 32 9. 

Magazines 
Browsings, the Journal of South Trafford Ar
chaeological Group, A4, 4pp, 4 issues a year, 
£8.00 annual membership subscription. A vail
able from Derek Pierce, Chairman, 30 Ollerton 
Avenue, Sale, M33 5HB. 

Items include: 'Chairman's Notes' ;  'War
burton';  'Rare Letter Box?';  ' In the time of 
John Legh of Booths, tenant of Dunham 
Massey' ;  'Little Bollington Survey: Search for 
ancient estate boundary' ;  'Worlcs Experience';  
'Pottery Talk'; 'Projects';  'All  Abroad' .  

Bury Local History Society Journal, Summer 
1 999. Price £ 1 .75 (plus 50p p&p). Available 
from Terry Ashworth, 48 Cornall Street, Bury 
BL8 1 RZ. 
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Articles include: 'The Impact of the Peels'; 
'The Rediscovery of Bury Castle'; 'Freetown, 
an early industrial settlement'; 'Born in Bury'; 
'" Just the Ticket": a transport history'. 

Canal Cuta"ngs, the newsletter of the Sankey 
Canal Restoration Society, VolA, Nos.l and 2, 
Winter 1 998/99 and Spring 1 999. A5, 28pp, 
price unknown. Available from Sankey Canal 
Restoration Society, c/o The Groundwork 
Trust, 1 9-27 Shaw Street, St. Helens W A l  0 
l DF.  

Items in No. l  include: 'The IW AAC Re
port on Restoration Priorities';  'The 
Whitbread Action Earth Event, January 1 999 -
Bewsey Lock Clean-up';  'Talking Points -



Lock Cottages and Keepers';  'One Thing 
Leads to Another . . .  ' (e-mails and other an
swers received on puzzles); 'The Standish 
Street Bridges' (St. Helens); 'Restoration 
Round-up'; 'Winwick - A Hive of Canal Ac
tivity'; 'Mystery Item Discovered at Excava
tion Site - All is Revealed?' (part of a hur
dy-gurdy); 'Digest of News from the Press Re
leases of the Inland Waterways Association' .  

Items i n  No.2 include: 'SCARS Millen
nium Festival Lottery Award';  'Talking 
Points- Lock Cottages and Keepers'; 'Restora
tion Round-up - Hulme Lock Cottage';  
'Putting a Rocket Under Restoration Plans'; 
'Something You Can Do For Restoration -
The Lichfield and Hatherton Canals Trust 
Restoration Trust Limited'; 'Digest of News 
from the Press Releases of the Inland Water
ways Association' . 

Chester Local History, the local history news
letter for the Chester District, Spring and Sum
mer 1 999. A4, 4pp, 2 issues a year, FREE. 
Available from Chester Archives, Town Hall, 
Chester CH 1 2HJ. 

Items in the Spring issue include: "'It's a 
Fair Cop" a Policeman's Tale'; 'Celia 
Fiennes' Great Journey'; 'A Chance to Ex
plore . . .  ' ;  'Recent Research in Cheshire His
tory' ;  'Chester Revealed';  'At Your Service'; 
'TSB Records' ;  'Additions to Archives'; 
Events. 

Items in the Summer issue include: ' 1 50 
years of the Chester Archaeological Society 
1 849- 1 999'; 'Buildings Festival for the Mil
lennium'; 'Roman Chester Re-assessed' ;  'The 
Rows of Chester'; 'Learning Opportunities at 
Chester College';  'How the past will help 
Chester's Future' ;  'New Local History Centre 
for Chester';  'Launch of Chester Revealed 
CD-ROM' ;  'A Criminal Affiar'; 'Joint Ar
chive Service for Cheshire';  'Standing Room 
Only'.  

Eccles and District History SOCiety Newsletter, 
Vo1.34, No.2, December 1 998-March 1 999. 
A4, 2pp, 4 issues a year. Available from Mr 
A.N. Cross, Hon. Secretary, Salford Archives 
Centre, 658/662 Liverpool Road, Irlam, Man
chester M44 5AD. 
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Items include: 'Programme'; 'Excursion';  
'Publications';  'Lancashire Local History Fed
eration'. 

Gaslight, the newsletter of the North West Gas 
Historical Society, Nos.72 and 73, March and 
April 1 999. A4, 6pp, 9 issues a year, £5.00 
subscriptions (£4.00 for affiliated societies). 
Available from Mr Frank Hadfield, Hon. Trea
surer, NWGHS, 42 Bakewell Road, Hazel 
Grove, Stockport SK7 6JU. 

Items in No.72 include: 'Gaslight 
Gleamings';  'Down to See in Ships 1 ' ;  'Gas
works That Never Were - Part 3' ;  ' I  Love 
Paris . . .  But Why?'; 'Illuminations';  'A Heavy 
Gas Bill'. 

Items in No.73 include: 'A Gasman Goes to 
Buenos Ayres';  'Gaslight Gleamings'; ' Gas
works That Never Were - Part 4'; 'Conditions 
of Service 1 ' . 

Items in No.74 include: 'Obituary - Eric 
Webb'; 'Gaslight Gleamings';  'Publications';  
'Conditions of Service 2'; 'Conditions of Ser
vice 3';  'And Finally - Gaslight Illuminates 
Eclipse'. 

Greater Manchester Courier, the Newsletter 
of Greater Manchester Record Office, No.46, 
April 1 999. A4, 6pp, 9 issues a year, £2.00 an
nual subscription (to cover postage only). 
Available from Greater Manchester Record 
Office, 56 Marshall Street, New Cross, Man
chester M4 5FU. 

Items include: 'The End of an Era . . .  ' (the 
retirement of County Archivist Maureen Bar
ber (nee Patch» ; a very interesting special 
five-page article on 'The Documentary Pho
tography Archive',  which is based at Greater 
Manchester Record Office. 

Griffin, The, newsletter of the Chadderton His
torical Society, No.9, May 1 999. A4, 2pp, 4 is
sues a year, price unknown. Available from Mr 
M Lawson, Secretary, Chadderton Historical 
Society, 1 8  Moreton Street, CHADDERTON 
OL9 0LP 

Items include: 'Chadderton Heritage Cen
tre';  'Chadderton Hall'; 'Chadderton's Cotton 
Industry'. 



Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire 
Newsletter, No. l 3, July 1 999. A4, 4pp, 2 is
sues a year, annual subscription £1 6.00 (in
cluding Transactions of the Historic Society of 
Lancashire and Cheshire and membership). 
Available from Ms Margaret Procter, Univer
sity of Liverpool Library, P.O. Box 1 23, Liver
pool L69 3DA. 

Items include: 'Incoming President';  'Joint 
meeting with the Liverpool Medical History 
Society'; ' 100 years Ago - from the 1 899 An
nual Report';  'On the Trail of the Pendle 
Witches"; 'New books';  Events. 

Lancashire, the journal of the Lancashire Fam
ily History and Heraldry Society, Vo1 . l 9, 
No.4, and Vo1.20, No. l ,  November 1 998 and 
February 1 999. A5, 48pp, 4 issues a year, 
£9.00 ordinary membership. Available from 
Mrs Hazel Johnston, Editor, Lancashire Fam
ily History and Heraldry Society, 65 Lever 
House Lane, Leyland, Lancashire PR5 2XN. 

Articles in Vols. 19, No.4 include: 'Two 
Anniversaries in Ireland in 1 998'; 'History of 
the Claddalgh' ;  'Lancashire Lads Who Died in 
Burma'; 'Profile ofMarjory Lees'. 

Articles in Vols.20, No. 1 include: 'Long 
Lost Relatives, The Last Resortl' ; ' Some 
Notes on Researching Irish Ancestry' ;  'Life's 
a Lottery' ;  'Shocking Death of a Licensed 
Victualler (newspaper report)' . 

Manchester Region Industrial Archaeology 
Society Newsletter, No.86, February 1 999. A4, 
6pp. Available from Roger N. Holden, 35 Vic
toria Road, Stockport, Cheshire SK I 4AT. 

Items include; Programme 1 999; 'lA News 
From Bolton';  'John Benjamin Dancer' .  

New Moston History Society Newsletter, 

No. l l ,  March 1999. A4, 2pp, price unknown. 
Available from Mrs Irene Smeeton, Hon. Sec
retary, 27 Parkleigh Drive, New Moston, 
MANCHESTER M40 3RZ 

Items include: 'New Moston Airport? (the 
airport that never was); 'Outside Visits';  
'Community News'; 'Friday Talks'. 

The Past Uncovered, newsletters of Chester 
Archaeology, Spring and Summer 1 999. A4, 
4pp, 4 issues a year, FREE. Available from 
Chester Archaeology, 27 Grosvenor Street, 
Chester CH I 200. 

Items in Spring 1 999 include: 'Tannery in 
the town' ;  'Boats in the basin';  'Testing the 
Old Dee Bridge'; ' Roman Gardens' ;  'caves to 
cathedrals: 1 2,000 years of archaeology in 
Chester District'; 'Reconstructing Roman 
Chester' ;  'New sites in the pipeline'; 'Hospital 
survey' .  

Items in Summer 1 999 include: 'King of all 
England'; 'Jubilee Hall, Malpas'; 'Archaeo
logical Society celebrates' ;  Book Review; 
'Chester Revealed'.  

Tameside Local Studies Newsletter, Vo1.3, 
No. l ,  April 1 999. A4, 4pp, 2 issues a year, 
FREE. Available from Tameside Local Studies 
Library, Stalybridge Library, Trinity Street, 
Stalybridge SKI 5  2BN. 

Items include: 'Family History Award';  
'Tameside Council Webpage';  'Portland Ba
sin'; 'Photograph Digitization';  'Black Ar
chives Conference' ;  'Dundee University Re
search Service'; 'Commonwealth War Grave 
Commission';  'Huddersfield Canal';  'North 
Cheshire Family History Group';  'Forthcom
ing Events';  'Local Societies';  'Courses and 
Training'; 'Newly Available Collections';  
'New Microfilms';  'Tameside's Women's 
Festival' ;  :Obituaries';  'Museum of the 
Manchesters';  ' Internet Sites' .  

Tapes 
On the Trail of the Pendle Witches, a Road, Colne, Lancashire. Historic Society of 
play-as-you-go audio guide, by Rockenbay . Lancashire and Cheshire Newsletter says it is 
Song and Dance Company Ltd. Price £6.99 excellent as a teaching aid on a school trip to 
(including p&p ). Available from Rockenbay Pendle and to be listened to as a documentary 
Song and Dance Company Ltd, 104 Green programme on its own. 
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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 

We thank Mr Hill for an enterprising, ener
getic dash to save some relics from Seamon's 
Moss school before it was gutted. These are 
boards listing the various heads of school and 
scholarship winners over the years. The Soci
ety helped by paying for transport, but Mr 
Hill and the heavy brigade from STAG did 
the hard work. Thanks to them. The boards 
are at present housed by Trafford Local 
Studies Centre. There will be a joint project 
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Don 8ayliss 
with the Family History Society of Cheshire 
to try to trace the family histories of the boys 

whose names are on the boards. 
The ' area round the market hall in 

Altrincham has been designated by Trafford 

Altrincham's  Historic Market Quarter. To 

be more accurate Old Market Place should 
have been included because the market was 
held there for almost six centuries before 
Lord Stamford sold the market rights to the 



Local Board in 1 879 and built the market 
hall in what is now Market Street (fonnerly 
High Street) 

Altrincham History Society was fonned 

by Constitution in May 1 989 and last year 
was the tenth anniversary of Society activi
ties. We will be celebrating this and the Mil
lennium shortly. Do come to the celebration 
meal. 

SOCIETY NEWS AND MEETINGS 
Meets at Altrincham Library, Stamford New 
Road, Altrincham at 7.30pm on Mondays. 
Visitors £ 1 .00 
27th March, 2000, Members' Evening' .  

1 7th April, 2000, 'WilIiam Morris: Architec
ture and Environment' . 
22nd May, 2000, 'Cheshire Church Yards' .  

SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE FROM THE 

BOOKSTALL 
Back copies of Altrincham History Society 
Journals 4 to 16  

Altrincham History Society Journal 4 
Contents: 'Altrincham in the Survey and 
Rental of the Manor of Dunham Massey 
AD1 348-49: Part IJ' ;  '26th November, 1 8 1 3 -
General Rejoicing in Altrincham' ;  'Extracts 
of Proceedings of the Altrincham and District 
Natural History and Literary Society ' ;  'A 
Royal Coat of Anns at Shotwick'. 

Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to 
non-members 

Altrincham History Society Journal 5 
Contents: ' ''Finem Respice" and the Black 
Horse' ;  'A Brief Insight into Military Obliga
tion in Ashley in the Fourteenth Century' ;  
'Captain Scott's Visit to Seamons Moss 
School'; 'Obituary and Appreciation: Sale's 
History Man - Nonnan Swain' .  

Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to 
non-members 

Altrincham History Society Journal 9 
Contents: 'The Dutch wars - 1652-74' ;  'A 

Tameside Man in the Isle of Man' ; 'The 
Denton Churchyard Masonix Gravestone' ;  
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' Stray Thoughts' . 
Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to 

non-members 

Altrincham History Society Journal 1 0 
Contents: 'What's in a Name? The tenn 
'alias' and the legitimate families of 
Altrincham, Ashton-on-Mersey and Sale'; 
'Cunningham's Camp, 1 894-1 939: The Inter
national Young Men's Holiday Camp, Isle of 
Man'; ' 1 667 Subsidy Roll for Altrincham' ;  
'The Contribution of  Some Recent Booklets 
on the Civil War in Cheshire and Sur
rounding Counties' .  

Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to 
non-members 

Altrincham History Society Journal 1 1  
Contents: 'Provost's  Sunday';  'Comments on 
the 1667 Subsidy Roll for Altrincham' ;  
'Comparison of Altrincham i n  1667 with 
Neighbouring Townships' .  

Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to 
non-members 

Altrincham History Society Journal 1 2  
Contents: 'Broadheath and a Naval Enigma, 
1 916 ' ;  'Cottages at Nos. 1 1 3 and 1 1 5, Navi-



gation Road'; 'A  Grand Inquest of 
Altrincham Court Leet, 1 744' ;  'Who was 
Who in Bowdon, 1 600 to 1650: Part 1 ' . 

Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to 
non-members 

Altrincham History Society Journal 1 3  
Contents: 'A Great President - an apprecia
tion of Nonnan Dore'; ' Anyone for Cro
quet?' ;  'The Altrincham Tithe Map Scheule 
of l 838' ;  'Altrincham Between the Wars' .  

Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to 
non-members 

Altrincham History Society Journal 14 
Contents: 'From Pillar to Pill Capsule and 
Back Again' ;  'Off-the-Peg Planning in Medi
eval N.E. Cheshire' ;  'Ferdinand Laughton of 
Altrincham, gentleman, c. 1690 to 1750' .  

Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to 
non-members 

Altrincham History Society Journal 1 5  
Contents: 'A Note from Barbara Nevell' ;  
'Miscellanea'; 'Goering as Property Devel
oper: The Bombing of 'Southwold', South 
Downs Road, Hale' ;  'The English Borough 
in the Thirteenth Century' ;  'The Impending 
Disappearance and Carrington Moss' .  

Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to 
non-members 

Altrincham History Society Journal 1 6  
Contents: 'Susan Isabel Dacre, Artist, 1 844 to 
1 933' ;  'The Walton Family of Bowdon and 
Dunham Massey' ;  'Altrincham and Bowdon 
Occupations, 1600- 1760' ; 'Epidemics in 
Manchester, Chester, Liverpool and Lancas
ter' . 

Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to 
non-members 
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Altrincham History Society Journal 1 7  

Contents: 'Heritage Open Days, 1998: 
12th- 1 3th September, 1 998' ;  'The Other 
Altrincham Gas Works' ;  'A Seventeenth 
Century Auction'; 'Games and Pastimes'; 
'Who was Who in Bowdon, 1 600- 1650'. 

Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to 
non-members 

Altrincham History Society Journal 1 8  
Contents: 'Footpaths, plants and cellar dwell
ings 0 Random Jottings' ;  'King Edward and 
the Welsh Castles' ;  'Manchester South Junc
tion and Altrincham Railway' ;  'Sir Gawain -

a local hero?' 

Altrincham History Society Occasional 
Papers 
1. Helen Allingham 
Price: £0.30 

2. Discover Broadheath 
Price: £0. 30 

3. Dame Isobel Baillie - Blue Plaque 
Price: £0.30 

4. Altrincham in 1 799 
Price: £0. 30 

5. A Cheshire Market Town in Victorian 
Times: Altrincham in 1841 (out o/print) 
Price: £5. 70 

6. Alan Turing - Mathematical Genius 
Price: £0.30 

7. Medical Matters 
Price: £0. 30 

8. Ronald Gow - Blue Plaque 
Price: £0. 30 

9. A Survey 0/ Buildings in Altrincham (not 

yet published) 

Other Publications 
Map o/Carrington, 1904 (with article on the 

history of Carrington Moss by Don Bayliss 
. 
on reverse) 
Price: £ 1 .95. 



Events in the North West 
Lancashire Local History Federation 

AGM and Conference 
Talbot Library Centre and Lancashire Record 

Office 
Saturday, 8th April, 2000 

'At Home ': St. Helens ' Historical Society 
Saturday, 14th October, 2000 

Lancashire Local History Fair 
Lowther Pavilion, Lytham 
Sunday, 2 1st �ay, 2000 

The OUHS bookstall will be there. 

Liverpool and South West Lancashire 
Family History Society 
Millennium Conference 

Saturday, 28th October, 2000 

North West Family History Fair 
Preston Guildhall, Preston 

Saturday, 2 1 st October, 2000 (provisional date 
- more details later) 

Other Local History Society Programmes 
Ashton and Sale History Society Town Hall and St. George's' .  
Meets at the Claremont Centre, Claremont 1 8th May, 2000, AGM, followed by Mem-
Road, Sale, on the first Wednesday of every bers' Evening. 
month except January at 7.30pm. Chadderton Historical Society 
5th April, 2000, 'The Development of Sale' .  Meets at Chadderton Central Library, 
3rd May, 2000, ' Archaeology of Trafford' . Middleton Road, Chadderton, Oldham at 
7th June, 2000, Visit to STAG at Timperley. 7.30pm on the first Thursday of each month. 
5th July, 2000, ' History of Manchester Hos- Visitors' donations gratefully received. 
pitals' . 6th April, 2000, ' In Pastures Green - Life in 
2nd August, 2000, Members' Evening. Chadderton in the Early Nineteenth Century' .  
6th September, 2000, 'Manchester South 4th May, 2000, 'Twenty-fifth Annual Gen-
Junction and Altrincham Railway' . eral Meeting' . 
4th October, 2000, 'A Look Back at 
Bowdon' .  
1 st November, 2000 AGM and 'Brooklands 
Road, Sale' .  
6th December, 2000, Christmas buffet. 

Barnoldswick History Society 

Meets at the Public Library, Femless Avenue 
at 7.30pm. Membership £5.00, visitors £ 1 .00 
27th April, 2000, "'A Sound Investment" :  
Recording oral history' .  

Birkenhead History Society 
Meets at Williamson Art Gallery, Slatey 
Road, Birkenhead at 7.30pm on the third 
Thursday of each month, September to May. 
20th April, 2000, 'Liverpool Civic Buildings: 

5. 

Cheshire Local History Association 

Meets four or five times a year at various 
venues. Mainly open to CLHA members, but 
interested visitors welcome. 
1 1th April, 2000, 'Photographing Local His
tory' ,  Salt Museum, Northwich. 
1 5th July, 2000, ' Setting Up a Local Mu
seum' , Sandbach School. 
l Oth October, 2000, 'Chester Buildings' ,  
Cheshire Record Office. 

Mourholme Local History Society 
Meets at Yealand Village Hall, north of 
Carnforth, on the second Thursday of the 
month, at 7.30pm. 



13th April, 2000, AGM. 

South Trafford Archaeology Group 
(STAG) 
Meets at the STAG Display Centre, 
Timperley Old Hall Hotel, at 7.30pm. 
28th April, 2000, 'Greek Art and Architec
ture' .  

Widnes Historical Society 
Meets in Famworth Church of England 
School, Pit Lane, Widnes on Fridays at 
7.30pm. Visitors £ 1 .00. 

14th April, 2000, Extra Special April Meet
ing. 

9th June, 2000, AGM. 

Wilmslow Historical Society 
Meets at St. Bartholomew's Parish Hall, 
Chancel Lane, Wilmslow, at 7.45pm. 
12th April, 2000, 'Nineteenth Century Villa 
Gardens in AlderJey Edge and the North 
West' . 
9th May, 2000, AGM and slides of historical 
Wilmslow. 

ALTRINCHAM GAS WORKS BRANCH LINE 

Coal wagons for the gasworks were shunted 
onto a special line in the goods sidings at 
Altrincham station. There were in fact two 
lines, one for wagons full of coal and the 
other for empties. The gasworks line ran out 
through a gate in the goods yard railings and 
ran flush with the road surface across the end 
of Oakfield Street, down Moss Lane until it 
turned sharp left, just opposite the entrance to 
Stamford Park, into the gasworks yard. For 
years transport was under the control of Mr 
Jackson, who had a team of three heavy 
horses who between them could manage to 
pull one twelve ton wagon from the station to 
the works, but one horse could manage two 
empty wagon back to the station. Fortunately 
Moss Lane is just about dead level. Mr Jack
son was quite elderly and was armed with a 
pick-handle which served two purposes. 
When his train of horses was in motion he 
stuck the blunt end of the handle somewhere 
in the wagon's suspension where it jammed, 
and he sat on the other end. The horses knew 
that when he was on his perch it was time for 
them to move. They knew where to stop at 
the other end in any case. When they had 
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John Williams 
stopped Mr Jackson got off his perch and re
moved the pick handle, which he then used to 
force down the brake levers on the trucks be
fore inserting the locking-pins. 

All this was fme in the early days when 
there were just horizontal retorts for making 
gas, the wagons supplying coal for these 
were tipped by means of a hydraulic ram 
under the rear axle into a pit at ground level. 
The horses pulled the wagons almost to the 
pit, unhitched and walked round to the far 
side of the pit where they were attached by a 
longer rope to the wagon which they then 
pulled so that the hydraulic ram was in the 
correct position with regard to the rear axle. 
The front end door of the wagon was then 
opened, the ram raised, and the wagon emp
tied into the pit from which coal was carried 
to the retort house bunkers by mechanical 
elevator and conveyor, and the empty 
wagon was then towed away round the back 
of the retort house. 

When new vertical retorts came along in 

1 927 it was a different sort of wagon tippler, 
in effect a cylindrical framework into which 
the wagon had to be pushed, the framework 



Plan of Gas Works (N. W. Gas Archive). Reprinted from 'Altrincham, a History' edited by Don 
8ay/iss 

A B 

Old photograph of the gas works taken from Moss Lane. Manager's house in the 
foreground. (N. W. Gas Archive.) Reprinted from 'Altrincham, a History' edited by Don 
8ay/iss. 

was then rotated until the wagon was upside 
down, and all the coal fell out of the wagon 
into the pit below, sometimes accompanied 
by the oil out of the wagon's axle boxes, 
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and even the boards from the wagon' s  floor, 
By now Mr lackson and his horses were 
getting very old. The company had at that 
time a couple of Super Sentinel Steam 



Wagons fitted with tanks for carrying am
monia liquor to its destination in Miles 
Platting, and th�se replaced the horses. They 
were equipped ' with a towing eye at each 
end. It was a fairly simple matter to provide 
a short rigid tow-bar which could be used 

either for pulling wagons from the station to 
the works, and then for pushing them one at 
a time, on to the new wagon tippler. These 
were still in use when my father died and we 
left the gas works in about 1 934. 

ALTRINCHAM FAMILIES 

The Higginsons, butchers of Altrincham, 1 600-1 735 

The Higginsons had been butchers in 
Altrincham since at least the late sixteenth 
century. The following article is mainly based 
on four wills, two inventories, and one depo
sition. The documents begin with the inven
tory of William Higginson in 1 6 14, continue 
with the will of his son Richard in 1663, then 
the inventory of one of his grandsons, Wil
liam (son of 'Renard' Higginson), then the 
wills of Richard, youngest son of Richard, in 
1 690, of Elizabeth, widow of Richard's 
grandson, Richard, and of Thomas, Richard's 
middle son, in 1 702. The run of documents 
ends with the depositions to the now 
non-existent will of William Higginson, son 
of Richard, and grandson of Thomas. They 
cover seven generations. 

Sorting the many branches of a family 
like the Higginsons is not easy and it may 
well be that I have attached the wrong 
person to the wrong branch. For example, 
who was the William Higginson who was 
Mayor of Altrincham in 1 705? Was it Wil
liam, grandsoll of Thomas? Or his uncle? Or 
a son of cousin Will iam , and grandson of 
Renard Higginson. Or William son of Rich
ard, grandson of Richard? 

William Higginson, patriarch of the clan, 
had land in Altrincham and Ashley, as well 
as a house in Ashley, which he seems to 
have sublet to his brother John. This house 
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JiII Groves 
was leased from the Breretons of Ashley in 
1 6 14.  Perhaps the house in Altrincham was 
also leased from the Breretons. George 
Barrington, bailiff to the Breretons for their 
Altrincham lands, was one of the appraisers 
of the inventory in 1 6 14. 1 

William lived comfortably with his two 
sons Richard and Renard. 'Renard' is possi
bly a nickname, meaning that the boy had 
red hair. Possibly his real name was John, 
but his brother Richard called him 'Renard' 
in his will in 1 663 . Did he still have red hair, 
even in his fifties? 

The house in Altrincham had one parlour 
where William would have slept and a 
dwelling house - where most of the cooking 
went on still. Perhaps William also had a 
workshop in an outbuilding where he 
slaughtered the animals he bought at market 
and butchered their carcasses for sale. The 
family lived moderately well, eating meat, 
of course, from pewter dishes and drinking 
from glasses (a luxury). Nine people owed 
money to William - for meat in the case of 
the innkeeper Richard Eaton, to set up in 
life in the case of his eldest son Richard. Of 
the rest, some would have been tanners who 
bought skins from William. 

The value of William's actual tools of the 
trade - two axes, one cleaving knife, two 
pairs of balances, 2 lead weights and one 



chair rope - was only 8s 8d, out of a total of 
£ 1 00 l I s Od. He rode a fme mare worth £4 
to the markets and kept three cattle and a 
calf for milk, butter and cheese for the 
house, with possibly one animal, a stirk or 
bullock, to plough his land in Altrincham 
and Ashley. In the early seventeenth century 
cattle were still used for ploughing. The 
lighter horse plough was only just being in
troduced to the area. 

Richard and Renard continued the family 
butchery business. Richard at least did very 
well for himself, although most of it not 
from being a butcher. No will exists for 
Renard, so we don't know for certain if he 
did well. However, his son William's inven
tory was worth over £ 1 00, so it can be as
sumed that Renard did equally well. 

Like innkeepers such as Robert Eaton of 
Altrincham, the Higginsons were local fix
ers and lenders of money. It was partly in 
the nature of the trade. The Higginsons sup
plied meat on credit to many households .. In 
1 665 William Higginson was owed money 
for meat by nineteen people, debts totally £3 
5s 4d.

2 
In 1 66 1  Richard Higginson supplied 

meat for the funeral wake of lohn Eaton of 
Bowdon to the tune of 12s 8d - quite a large 
wake.

3 

The Higginsons also lent a great deal of 
money on bonds or ' specialties ' .  These were 
rather like mortgages today, except that they 
were lent on much shorter terms than 
twenty-five years and goods, not houses, 
were used as colateral. The amounts could 
range from £ 1  upwards. They acted as 'local 
bankers' ,  lending money to lleighbours and 
friends in the days before banks arrived in 
the North-west in the mid-to-Iate eighteenth 
century. 

However, for Richard Higginson being a 
' local banker' was more fmancialIy reward-
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ing than being a butcher. In 1 663 of the 
£337 l Os 7d value of his inventory, about 
£3 1 0  came from debts owed to him by 
sixty-nine people. The most, £40, was owed 
by Thomas Perrin of Hale, junior, and lohn 
Lamb of Hale . 

The debtors came from: 
Altrincham 2 1  
Hale 1 6  
Ashton-on-Mersey 6 
Timperley 5 
Dunham Massey 5 
Bowdon 3 
Warburton 2 
Ashley 2 

The area is relatively small, about 1 0  
miles i n  diameter, compared to the wider 
debtor areas of craftsmen like weavers. 

Richard Higginson's  debtors were not the 
poor and struggling. Indeed there were no 
desperate debts listed, although many were 
overdue in repaying interest or the capital 
sum. They were mainly well-to-do yeomen 
farmers like Richard Lamb, who was leas
ing Timperley Hall in the early 1 660s from 
Sir Amos Meredith of Ashley, but who later 
moved to Ashley. Lamb borrowed £ 1 0  in 
November 1662. Samuel Sanders of Moss 
Farm borrowed (with his sister's husband, 
Thomas Hesketh of Sinderland, as surety) 
£20 in 1 658. Samuel was just starting out 
and needed money. When Richard 
Higginson died in 1 663 Samuel had just 
married Anne Wright of Mobberley and had 
at least one young son. Samuel died tragi
cally young in May 1665, probably still ow
ing the £20 to Richard Higginson's execu
tors. 

Other debtors included Thomas Saunder
son of Bowdon, gentleman and parish clerk 
for Bowdon; Peter Parker of Dunham 
Massey (and Altrincham), maltster, George 
Clayton and Robert Eaton, both of 



Altrincham. Robert Eaton was an innkeeper 
and himself a ' local banker', although not 
on Richard Higginsons' scale. Higginson 
was one of the largest in the area. He even 
surpassed Joseph Smith of Ash
ton-on-Mersey, himself the son of another 
' local banker' of the 1 620s/1630s, Robert 
Smith of Ashton-on-Mersey. Joseph was 
owed about £290 at his death, in far larger 
amounts by fewer people, fifteen against 
Richard's c lientele of sixty-nine. 

There is a unifonnity about the amounts 

owed to Richard Higginson which make it 
seem more of a business than the lendings 
of most ' local bankers',  Joseph Smith in
cluded. These were mainly on bond: 

Bonds at: 
£20 4 
£ 1 5  1 
£ 1 0  1 2  
£7 1 
£6 1 
£5 1 1  
£4 6 
£2 1 
24s 7 

The oldest bond was dated 2 1 st June, 
1 654, but most were dated between 1 66 1  
and October 1 63 .  This implies a fair turn
over; possibly as much as £50-£ 1 00 a year. 

The wills of two of Richard's sons, the 
middle son, Thomas ( 1 702), and the youn

gest, Richard ( 1 690), show that they carried 
on being both butchers and ' local bankers' ,  
although not to the same extent as their fa

ther. The will  of the eldest son, William, 

who was still alive in 1 68 5 ,4 no longer ex
ists. However, it would probably have only 
shown that William inherited one-third of 

his father's bonds.5 

Richard Higginson, senior, leased or 
owned a number of houses in Altrincham, 
probably at least two, which he gave to his 

1 0  

youngest and middle son. They paid for the 
hearth tax on one hearth each in 1 664, but 
they did not appear on the 1 667 Poll Tax 
Roll for Altrincham - nor on any other 
township's  roll round about. Possibly they 
were living elsewhere at the time. William 
the eldest leased a house of two bays with 
two bays of outbuildings and one small croft 
of 2s rent a year, and probably one more 

tenement of a house of one-and-a-half and a 
croft of 0.75 acres, 20 roods. This latter in
c1ud d land in the Broad Heath Field.6 EI
len renewed the lease on one on 8th May 
1 696, by which time William had died, and 
on the other, on 7th May, 1 708. ElIen had to 
supply a halbert 'To serve in the Warrs' as 
part of the boons and services for one tene
ment. 

Ellen's  name was actually written for a 
third tenement, but this seems to have been 
a m istake by the Earl of W arrington'  s clerk 
for the name ' Elizabeth' ,  the widow of Wil

liam Higginson, grandson of Thomas. 

John Higginson, a son of Renard, and a 
cousin to William, also a butcher, had two 
tenements leased from the Earl of 
Warrington of 3 . 5  acres and I acre respec
tively, together with houses of two bays and 
outbuildings of four bays. The two tene
ments included a couple of acres in ' Broad 

Heath Field', then within the township of 
Dunham Massey. John had to supply two 
halberts 'To Serve in the Warrs' . By the 
1 730s neither tenement was in the holding 
of John Higginson or his sons.7 

Despite Richard Higginson senior's 
wealth and the family's landholdings, they 

did not figure much amongst the mayors of 
Altrincham. It wasn't until 1 705 that a 

Higginson first became mayor. This was 
probably William Higginson, son of Rich
ard and Elizabeth, and grandson of Thomas. 



The following year, his cousin, John, was 
mayor. Then no more. 

The wills and inventories of the 
Higginsons for the rest of the seventeenth 
century show that they continued as 
well-to-do butchers. The inventory of WiI
liam Higginson, son of Renard, in 1 665 
shows a long list of people, many alehouse 
keepers, who owed money for meat, includ
ing Susannah Foxley, daughter of the inn
keeper William Foxley, who may have kept 
an alehouse in Bowdon owned by John 
Eaton of Bowdon (died 1 662) and the Rev
erend Hugh Hobson of Ashton-on-Mersey. 
Perhaps the latter was for the meat eaten at 
the feast to welcome his father-in-law, Rich
ard Massey of Sale, esquire, to the rectory 

after Hugh married the latter's e ldest daugh
ter. In addition William Higginson was 
owed £8 1 4s for debts on bonds.8 Not on 
quite the scale of his uncle Richard, but he 
was a much younger man. It was probably 
William's widow Ann who was the only 

Higginson mentioned in the 1 667 Pol l  Tax 
Roll for A ltrincham. She appeared to be liv
ing on her own. 

The inventory of Richard Higginson, 
youngest son of Richard Higginson, has the 
smallest value at £7 1 1 2s 4d, an average 
amount for inventories in Altrincham at the 
time. Richard only had £40 in debts owing 
to him. Nevertheless, he, his wife Mary (nee 
Smith), and their young children lived quite 

wel 1 .9 

The Higginsons could also be debtors as 

well as creditors. In 1 674 Richard 
Higginson, junior, jointly owed with Rich
ard Burgess, £2 4s 4d to John Eaton of 
Altrincham and Bowdon, as a single desper
ate debt. Earlier, in 1 663 , Richard's father, 
Richard, senior, had lent him I Os. I 0 

The next Higginson will,  that of Eliza-

1 1  

beth, widow of Richard, eldest son of 
Thomas, was written in 1 693, but not 
proved until 1 702. Elizabeth was still alive 
in May 1 696 when she renewed in the lease 
on the house and croft in Altrincham where 
she lived (although her name was written 
down as 'El len').  The house was one 
and-a-half bays in length with one bay of 
outbuilding and a croft of 14 roods, enough 
for a small garden. Richard and E lizabeth 
had one surviving son William and three 
daughters, Jane, Martha and Mary. The lat
ter married John Royle of A ltrincham be
tween April and July 1 702. 

The fmal will, but not the last document, 
belongs to Thomas Higginson, son of Rich
ard the elder, and grandson of the William 
Higginson who died in 1 6 1 4. By 1 702, . 
Thomas Higginson was himself a grandfa
ther, and possibly a great-grandfather too. 
Thomas had three surviving children, WiI

liam who married Mary and had two sons 
(called William and Richard naturally) and 
at least two daughters, Richard married to 
Elizabeth (mentioned above), and Ann who 
married John Shawcross and had at least 
two sons, John and Thomas. Thomas the 
father gave them all something, but he gave 
most to William, in whose house he was liv
ing at the time of his death because William 
would have to pay for the funeral ' and the 
trouble that I have put his house to in time 
of my weakenesse' ,  and to Ann and her 

children to help maintain her and them. 
Thomas was the one son who came close 

to the scale of ' local banking' activities of 
his father. £ 1 99 was owing to him by bonds 
in 1 702. 

The final document is a series of deposi
tions to allegations about the contents of the 
will  of William Higginson, the son of Rich
ard and grandson of Thomas. William was 



probably in his early fifties when he died in 
1 725 . He had married a woman called Eliza
beth and together they had had four daugh
ters Jane, Elizabeth, Ann and Esther and one 
surviving son, Richard. Jane had married 
John Broom of Bramhall and Elizabeth was 
married to John Davenport. 

' Depositions and Allegations' are a series 
of documents of questions and evidence 

taken when there was a dispute over a will 
of some sort. The evidence would be taken 
in the Consistory Court inside Chester Ca
thedral by clerks who seem to have been 
h ired for their scrawly, nearly i llegible 
handwriting and their ability to write bad 
Latin nonsense at the end of articles. In Wil
liam ' s  case the dispute was about whether 
the will  shown to the court was actually the 
last will, whether the grandson William 
mentioned was meant to be Richard's son or 
Jane's son and whether the daughter Esther 

was mentioned. 
It is often possible to piece together a nar

rative of events leading up to and beyond 
the making of the will  and the death of the 
testator, and that is true of this case. On the 
evening of Monday, 1 7th May, 1 725, Wil
liam Higginson, who had been ill for some 
weeks, said he intended to execute his will, 
which ' had been drawn up a short time 

before. Someone, probably a young servant, 
was sent running to the Altrincham house of 
Mr C layton the attorney. Thinking it was 
just a matter of William signing it and hav
ing it witnessed, Mr C layton sent his c lerk, 
John Stafford, then only a young man of 
eighteen, to the Higginson house. John 
found William in bed and read over the will  

to him. William didn't like one part of the 
will  and gave young Master Stafford .in
structions as to how it should be changed. 

John Stafford ran back to Mr Clayton's 

12 

house and got his fellow clerk (unnamed) to 
transcribe the will  again with the alterations. 

John went back the fol lowing day, Tues
day, 1 8th May, which all the witnesses re
membered as a market day in Altrincham. 
This time he found William sitting by the 

fire in the inglenook. He read over the will  
again, but still  there was something William 
didn't like. He wanted the name of his 
daughter Esther scratched out and that of his 
daughter Jane (who was not mentioned oth
erwise inserted instead. However, Wil
liam's wife Elizabeth pleaded with him to 
reinstate Esther, which he agreed to. John 
then inserted the words ' four', 'daughters ' 

and ' Jane' into the will  and read it over 
again to William. This time William was 
satisfied and two men, a neighbour, sev
enty-year-old shoemaker James Brookes 

and a sixty-five-year-old weaver from Dun
ham Massey, Isaac Timperley, in 
Altrincham just for the market, were asked 
in to witness the will ,  which they did. Wil
liam then signed it too and sealed the will 
with wax, saying 'he had made all easy 
mongst them, meaning his wife and 
Children' .  Little did the poor man know. He 
died on 6th June, 1 725.  

On the day of his  death, or  the day after, 
the will  was read over again by William's 

son Richard in front of, amongst others, 
Jane Broom and her husband. It did seem to 
one person there at the time, great-aunt Ann 
Shawcross, that Esther was not mentioned. 
Esther was living in Coventry at time, but 
when she returned for her father's funeral, 

Ann told her she was to have nothing from 
the will .  Esther went straight to her mother 
and asked why. Was she born a bastard, that 
she came to be omitted from her father's 
will? Then Jane and her sister Elizabeth 
started an action in the Consistory Court, 



against her mother and her husband, the two 
executors of the will, claiming that the will 
produced was not the last. If young John 
Stafford and the witnesses are to be believed 

- and since they had nothing gain either 
way, apart from a lot of travel and grief 
from the Consistory Court, they were proba
bly telling the truth - the will exhibited in 
the Court was indeed the last will and testa
ment of WilIiam Higginson, butcher of 
Altrincham. However, it took from Febru
ary 1 726, when Jane and Elizabeth started 
the action, to January 1 728 and £ 1 1  6s 4d in 
costs to the Court only, let alone the costs of 
proctors (church lawyers) and the expenses 
of the witnesses. 1 1 Shades of Jaundyce vs 
Jaundyce in Bleak House. 

Notes 

I .  The Inventory of William Higginson of 
Altrincham, butcher, 1 8th February, 1 6 1 3/ 1 4  
(Cheshire Record Office). 
2. The Inventory of William Higginson of 

Altrincham, butcher, 1 st July, 1665 (Cheshire Re
cord Office). 
3. Accounts of John Eaton of Bowdon, yeoman, 
1 662, in Bowdon Wi/ls:parl2, 1651-1689. 
4. Evidence in the WilJ of Richard Higginson of 
Altrincham, butcher, 1 690 (Cheshire Record Of
fice). The wilJ was dated 1685, although Richard 
didn'tdieuntiI 1 690. 
5. The WilJ and Inventory of Richard Higginson of 
Altrincham, butcher, 1 663 (Cheshire Record Of
fice). 
6. 1 70 1 , 1 704 and 1 709-60 Dunham Massey Estate 
Surveys, transcribed by Joyce Littler. 
7. Ibid. A 'bay' was the distance between two major 
upright posts in a half-timbered building. It could be 
between 9 and 1 6 feet. 
8. The Inventory of Wi1Jiam Higginson of 
Altrincham, butcher, 1 st July, 1 665 (Cheshire Re
cord Office). 
9. The WilJ and Inventory of Richard Higginson of 
Altrincham, butcher, 1 690 (Cheshire Record Of
fice). 
1 0. The Inventory of Richard Higginson of 
Altrincham, butcher, 1 663; The Inventory of John 
Eaton of Altrincham and Bowdon, yeoman, 1 674. 
1 1 .  The Depositions and Allegations to the Will of 
William Higginsonof Altrincham, butcher, 1 726. 

ALTRINCHAM IN 1 835 - BIAS IN A GOVERNMENT 

REPORT? 
Part 1 

'Corrupt these places often were and in their 

back streets tumbledown and dirty, but they 

were stable, ancient communities who 

through long use knew how to mana�e their 

own affairs after their own fashion.' 

Following the rapid rise of population in 
towns in the early nineteenth century, local 
government faced major problems of carry
ing out necessary improvements in provision 
of services, combatting crime, improving 
health at a time of cholera and other epidem
ics, and of political misrepresentation. There 

were the famous 'rotten' boroughs, sending 
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Don 8ay/iss 
members to parliament even though the town 
had disappeared and there were problems for 
local government administration in the 
'pocket' boroughs, owned by the local land
owner and responding to his beck and call. 
The British government attempted to intro
duce reforms of local administration which 

was in the hands of Courts Leet and other 
bodies which had their origins in the middle 
ages. These bodies had worked efficiently 
when populations were small and agrarian 
but were struggling in the periods of agricul
tural and industrial revolution. Their remit 



and practices were fixed, their range of offi
cers suited to regulations from previous times 
such as watching 6ut for fifes in thatched 
buildings, dog-muzzling, impounding or re
turning wandering animals, regulating the 
commons, ale tasting, provision of a few con
stables, and so on. Moreover they were pre
sided over by the lord's steward, which did 
not wholly guarantee independence of action. 
There are instances where the local Earl, in 
the case of Altrincham, interferred with the 
actions of the burgesses, in one case, at least, 
having the effect of correcting their behav
iour. Nevertheless, central government, 
whilst not approaching anything like a full 
franchise of a town's inhabitants, sought to 
examine the effectiveness of local govem-

ment in each town by authorising a survey to 
be carried out by commissioners in 1 834, 
which led to an Act in 1 835.  Their Report on 
Municipal Corporations in England and 
Wales2 in respect of Altrincham sounds dry 
but makes fascinating reading and tells us a 
lot about the place and the attitude of the 
Commissioners. Following this assessment, 
there was no real improvement in local gov
ernment matters for another sixteen or seven
teen years. Some sections of this report will 
be examined and comment given on each. 
The directly quoted extracts are in italics. 
Comments are in 'normal' text. 

REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONERS ON MUNICIPAL 

CORPORA TIONS IN ENGLAND AND WALES. CHESTER, 

AL TRINCHAM 

1. Leland disposes of the ancient Borough of 
Altringham with a very slight notice. 
Speaking of Dunham Massey, and of the fam
ily of Booth, descendants (maternally) of that 
Hamon de Massey, by whom the charter, 
hereinafter recited, was granted to 
Altringham, he says, "Bouth of Dunham, 
dwellith at Dunham a three miles from 
Knottesford. It hath afaire park, and is a mile 
from Altringham; a pore thing, where is a 
mayre. 

The selection of this famous quote intro
duces the biased attitude to the town. by the 
Commissioners. It is not known what 
caused this, whether it was the proud atti
tude of the burgesses or a poor meal at the 
Unicorn. The quotes were dredged up from 
the past when many towns were in decline 
(see Altrincham History Society Journal 
1 3).  The description contrasts with the more 
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recent early nineteenth century picture 
given by de Quincy, of gay market town 
bustling with activity. 

2. The borough of Altringham is co-extensive 
with the township, and is in the parish of 
Bowden. It is one of several townships, 
constituting the barony of Dunham Massey. 
The appointment of the steward of that bar
ony, by the Earl ofStamford and Warrington, 
bearing date 7th September 1819, confers the 
right to exercise that office over the "several 
manors of Bowdon, Timperley, Hale, 
Partington, Bollington, Carrington, Ashley, 
Ashton-upon-Mersey and Sale, Stayley and 
Hattersley, and Manor and Fee of 
Bolton-cum-Norcliffe, and Borough of 
Altrincham, respectively in the said county of 
Chester. " 

This statement shows the Commissioners 
viewed the town as a pocket borough, in 



thrall  to the Earl of Stamford. The section 
reminds us that Earl's holdings extended to 
the 'panhandle' of north-east Cheshire, but 
the list does not include holdings such as 
Ashton-under-Lyne, Mottram, and 
Bollin-fee (Wilmslow). The commissioners 
were wrong to state these places were be
holden to the Altrincham court, they had 
their own courts. Many of the baronial 
courts' practices extended back over half a 
millennium. 

3. Dunham Massey was one of the eight bar
onies created by Hugh Lupus. In Goughs ' 
Cam den 

,
s Britannia an account of these bar

onies is given (vol. ii, p.426-7); and among 
the barons first appointed, Hammon de 
Massey is named 

After describing the course of descent of 
the several baronies, the historian proceeds 
to state that the barons "had their courts 
free for all pleas, except pleas pertaining to 
the sword of the Earl; their business was to 
attend the Earl in council, follow him and 
grace his court; and as the old record sets 
forth, they were bound, in time of war with 
the Welsh, to find ,for each knight 's fee, one 
horse harnessed, or two unharnessed, 
within the divisions of Cestreshire. And 
their knights andfree tenants were to befur
nished with breastplates and haubergeons, 
and to defend their respective fees in per
son. " 

He afterwards states, with respect to this 
particular barony, that "Dunham de
scended by inheritance from Hamo de 
Mascy, by the Fittons and '!enables, to the 

famous family of Booth. " 
The only extant charter of Altringham is 

one granted by lineal descendant of the 
Baron Hammon de Massey above men
tioned It is set out in Sir P. Leycester 's His
tory of Cheshire. The original charter is in 
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the custody of the steward of the barony. It 
is without date. An indorsement upon it 
states that it was "dated it is supposed in 
Edward Ill., 1356; " but this would seem to 
be a post-dating of about 70 years, as here
after shown. (The charter follows in Latin, 
not included here.) 

Leycester is quoted as making out the 
charter was dated probably about 1 290AD 
and this is generally accepted today. It 
means that it was Hamon V, not VI, who 
gave the charter. The spelling of Hammon is 
interesting and suggests the infonnation was 
taken down verbatim. Hugh Lupus was the 
second Earl of Chester (l 070- 1 1 0  I ) . 

(4. For some reason a section with this num
ber in the sequence has been omitted.) 

5. The corporation of Altringham has proba
bly for centuries not been anything more than 
a mere honorary appendage to the barony of 
Dunham Massey; there does not appear to 
have been ever any recognized title of the 
corporation. 

This is another biased statement. The 
borough of Altrincham was unique in this 
part of Cheshire in many ways - for contain
ing burgesses and for being the powerhouse 
of the barony for agriculture, marketing and 
toll-raising. The term 'chartered borough' 

was more ancient and prestigious than 'cor
poration ' ,  though the government preferred 
the concept of the latter. The government 
was right in aiming to incorporate and bring 
organised self-government to those huge 
places which had mushroomed through in
dustrialisation but places such as 
Altrincham and many of the ancient bor
oughs had been efficiently run for centuries, 
though some were beginning to struggle by 
the nineteenth century. Their courts leet had 
been operated by unpaid officers out of a 



sense of and requirement of duty. 
There were several fields granted from 

earlier times by the Earls but they only 
yielded profit to each mayor for the time he 
was in office. The 1 290 charter refers to a 
portmote court, and to 'reeves' or 'bailiffs' ,  
not 'mayors ' .  The court leet and mayor 
came in probably in the fourteenth century. 
The term ' corporation' of Altrincham has 
not been noticed by the present writer in any 
early documents. 

6. The officers are, -

Mayor. 1;  
Steward. 1:  
Aldermen. a n  indefinite number; 
Bailiff. 1:  
Constables. 2:  with several subordinate 
officers 

The mayor was chosen by the Earl's 
steward - hence the criticism of the town as 
a pocket borough. The steward was a paid 

appointee of the lord, in later times usually a 
solicitor and often concerned with the ad
ministration of the Poor Law. The bailiff 

was chosen by the steward and headed the 
jury. Hence two principal officers had con-

. nections with the Earl. The aldermen were 
previous mayors (who had, as mayors, been 
chosen by the steward). 

Though two constables are cited, three 
constables' staffs remain from this period. 

The officers' duties are overlooked. The 
officers carried out onerous tasks such as 
constables, surveyors, byelawmen, 

pounders, chimney lookers (fire preven
tion), pump lookers (public health), ale tast
ers (quality and quantity) and kept a town of 
over 3,000 people in reasonable control, no 
light task. As well as officers, a jury of 
twelve burgesses was called to serve each 
year. They attended the Court Baron, a court 
of minor but important jurisdiction, every 

three weeks. 
7. Two courts leet for the Borough of 
Altringham are held annually, in the spring 
and autumn; at the latter the officers are cho
sen. 

The jury return, entirely at their own dis
cretion, the names of persons to the steward 
out of whom he selects one to be the Mayor. 

If the attendance of the new mayor can be 
procured at the same court, he is then sworn 
in. Ifnot, an adjourned court isjixedfor the 
purpose. 

He holds the office for one year. 
The Commissioners' criticism would be 

(as in 6 above) that the mayor was selected 
by the steward, the Earl's officer, though se
lected from three names proposed by the 

jury, and the jury was selected by the bailiff, 
appointee of the steward. 

8. The office is purely honorary. The mayor 
attends the ceremony of proclaiming the fairs 
with the steward and balif!, but has no active 
functions to perform; nor does it appear ever 
to have been an office to which any duties 
were attached. Leycester indeed says, "Al
though we usually style the chief officer here 
Mayor of Altrincham, yet in truth he is no 
more than a principal officer, without any 
magisterial authority . . . 

The mayors have indeed occasionally 
gone round with the constables, to assist 
them with their countenance as conserva
tors of the peace. 

But in no instance does any magisterial 
act appear to have been done by them, nor 
has the right ever been asserted. 

This statement is very denigratory. In 
even a small town the office of mayor is 
time-consuming and in those days it must 

. have been irksome for the mayor to develop 
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individual policies with the Earl's steward 
breathing down his neck. The mayor 



' chaired' the twice-yearly leet meetings 
which, with the three-weekly Court Baron 
plus his appearance at town functions and in 
sub-committee meetings proved a full task. 
He also looked after the Court of Pied 
Poudre which regulated the fairs, and the 
twice weekly markets. Later local govern
ments had paid officers, but all the early of
ficers were unpaid and no doubt some found 
it difficult to earn a living at the same time 
as carry out their duties. 

Part 2 wil1 look at the next sections of the 
report which deal with the workings of the 
courts in greater detail and describes the 
corporation of Altrincham as being 'a harm
less institution' !  

Sources 
1 .  Reader, W.]., Victorian England. Batsford, 
1 974. 1 am indebted to Mr R.G. Higginbotham for 
the quote. 
2. Reports from the Commissioners on Municipal 
Corporations in England and Wales, Chester, 
Altrincham, Wilkinson, George, Hutton, Durham, 
1 824. 

WHO WAS WHO IN BOWDON, 1600-1650 

R to Edmund Simpson 

EDWARD RIDGWAY OF BOWDON, 

1638, 1 662 
Date: 6th April, 1638; 10th July, 1638; 23rd 
January, 1661162 
Occupation/status: Casual farm labourer for 
John Eaton of Bowdon in 1662 

. 

Other kin: WiJliam and Edward Ogden, 
brothers-in-law; John Ogden, nephew 
Marriage Status: married 
Spouse: Elizabeth (nee Ogden of Bowdon) 
Executor: Goods of Edward Ogden of 
Bowdon, 1632 (brother-in-law) (some dis
pute over this) 
Debtors: John Eaton of Bowdon, 1662, 1 8s 
3d for shearing corn. 
Notes: He had already been given, along with 
William Ogden, his brother-in-law, £20 by 
Edward Ogden, so he was to inherit nothing 

more from Edward. 
Documents: Edward Ogden of Bowdon, 
Memorandum and Depositions, 1638; Ac
counts of John Eaton of Bow don, 1662. 

ELIZABETH RIDGWA Y OF BOWDON, 

1 638 
Date: 6th April, 1638; l Oth July, 1 638 
Brothers: Edward Ogden and William 
Ogden 
Other Kin: John Ogden, nephew 
Marriage Status: married 
Spouse: Edward Ridgway 
Children: unknown 
Documents: Edward Ogden of Bowdon, 
Memorandum and Deposition, 1638. 

THOMAS ROWLANDSONI 

ROWLINSON OF BOWDON, 1610 
Date: 5th February, 1 6 1 0  
Residence: Bowdon 
Witness: Will of Richard Massey of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1 6 1 0  
Documents: Wil1 of Richard Massey of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1 6 1 0  

MRS H ENRY ROYLE O F  BOWDON, 

1 62 5  
Date: 1 8th March, 1 625 
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage Status: Married 
Spouse: Henry Royle of Bow don 



Debtors: George Bowdon of Bowdon Hall, 
Bowdon, gentleman, 1625, £ 1  9s 
Documents: Will George Bowdon of 
Bowdon, gentleman, 1 625 

GEORGE SAMSON OF BOWDON, 1625 
Date: 1 8th March, 1 625 
Residence: Bowdon 
Debtors: George Bowdon of Bowdon Hall, 
Bowdon, gentleman, 1625, re I 

Documents: Will George Bowdon of 
Bowdon, gentleman, 1625 

ALICE SAUNDERS OF BOWDON, 1615 
Date: 7th August, 1 6 1 5  
Residence: Moss Farm, Bowdon 
Parents: ? Partington 
Marriage Status: Married by licence on 7th 
August, 1 6 1 5  at either Wilmslow or Ash
ton-on-Mersey 
Spouse: John Saunders 
Occupation of spouse: Yeoman 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences, 
1 606-1 6  

DOROTHY SAUNDERS OF BOWDON, 

1649 
Date: 7th April, 1 649 
Residence: Moss Farm, Bowdon 
Occupation/status: Farmer 
Other kin: Anne Saunders (nee Wright), 
daughter-in-law 
Marriage Status: Widowed by 1 649 
Spouse: ? Saunders 
Children: Samuel Saunders, d. 1665 
Grandchildren: William and Samuel 
Landholding: Farmhouse, 2 bays, barn, sta
ble, orchard, garden and yard of 3 roods 
(worth £2). Farm of 59 acres, 1 3  roods, worth 
£35 9s 8d. I tack of ground leased to John 
Sorocold of Bowdon, yeoman, worth £ 12  
Documents: Inventory of  John Sorocold of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1649; 1649 Survey of 
Church Lands, Bowdon. 

JOHN SAUNDERS OF BOWDON, 1614, 
1615 
Date: 8th April, 1 6 14;  7th August, 1 6 1 5  
Residence: Moss Farm, Bowdon 
Occupation/status: Yeoman 
Parents: William Saunders (d. 1 6 14) 
Occupation of father: yeoman 
Marriage Status: Married by licence on 7th 
August, 1 6 1 5  at either Wilmslow or Ash
ton-on-Mersey 
Spouse: Alice Partington 
Children: Samuel 
Date of death: Probably dead by 1649. 
Notes: John was the eldest son 
Documents: Inventory of William Saunders 
of Bowdon, yeoman, 16 14; Chester Marriage 
Licences, 1606- 16  

WILLIAM SAUNDERS OF BOWDON, 

161 1, 1 614 
Date: 20th February, 1 6 1 01 1 1 ;  8th April, 
1 6 1 4  
Residence: Moss Farm, Bowdon 
Marriage Status: Married 
Children: Samuel Saunders 
Inventory worth: £50 12s 
Landholding: Moss Farm - 30 acres, church 
land in Bowdon. 
Appraisers: Ralph Hunt, Edmund Simpson, 
John Drinkwater, Richard Urrnston 
Date of death: 1 6 1 4  
Appraiser: Edmund Simpson of Bowdon, 
yeoman, 1 6 1 1 
Documents: Inventory of Edmund Simpson 
of Bowdon, yeoman, 1 6 1 1 ;  Inventory of Wil
liam Saunders of Bowdon, yeoman, 1 6 14.  

ALEXANDER 

BOWDON, 1636 
SAUNDERSON OF 

Date: 28th September, 1636 
. Residence: Bowdon 
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Parents: Thomas Saunderson of Bowdon 
and ? (nee Owen?) 



Occupation of father: Gentleman and Parish 
Clerk 
Date of birth: 28th September, 1636 
Documents: Parish registers of Bowdon. 

THOMAS SAUNDERSON 

BOWDON, 1639, 1 640, 1642 
Date: 1639; 1 640; 1642 
Residence: Bowdon 
Occupation/status: Alehousekeeper 

OF 

Notes: Thomas Saunderson signed the Grand 
Remonstrance in 1 642 
Documents: Alehouse licences, 1639 and 40; 
Grand Remonstrance, 1 642 

THOMAS SAUNDERSON OF 

BOWDON, 1648, 1 664, 1667, 1671 
Date: 1 st June, 1 648; 1664; February 1 667; 
167 1 ;  1 3th March, 1 673 
Residence: Bowdon 
Occupation/status: Gentleman and Parish 
Clerk 
Marriage Status: Married 
Children: 3 in 1667, including sons Thomas 
and Owen 

. 

Landholding: Lease on the Church lands of 
Bowdon in 167 1  with George Booth, first 
Lord Delamer 
Hearths: 3 hearths 
Date of Burial: 1 3th March, 1673 
Appraiser: Goods of John Hardy of 
Bowdon, butcher, 1648 
Documents: Inventory of John Hardy of 
Bowdon, butcher, 1648; 1 664 Hearth Tax; 
1667 Poll Tax; 1 67 1  lease, extract published 
in Bowdon Sheaf; 1 3th March, 1673, date of 
burial. 

JOHN SAVAG E OF BOWDON, 1 6 1 0  

Date: 26th February, 1 609/ 1 0;  20th Feb
ruary, 1 6 1 0/ 1  I 
Residence: Bowdon 
Creditor: Richard Massey of Bowdon, 
yeoman, 1 6 1 0  £ 1  

1 9  

Documents: Inventory of Richard 
Massey of Bowdon, yeoman, 1 6 1 0. 

G EORGE SHA W OF BOWDON, 1 629 
Date: 9th February, 1 628129 
Residence: Bowdon 
Brothers: John Shaw 
Creditors: Alexander Owen to Bowdon, 
clerk, 1 629 £ I 2s with h is son Edward 
Documents: Inventory of Alexander 
Owen to Bowdon, clerk, 1 629 

JOHN SHA W OF BOWDON, 1 629, 
1 639 
Date: 9th February, 1 628/29;  1 7th July, 
1 639  
Residence: Bowdon 
Brothers: George Shaw 
Debtors: Robert A lcock of Ash
ton-on-Mersey, £6 (died 1 628) 
Creditors: Alexander Owen to Bowdon, 
clerk, 1 629 £ 1 2s with his son Edward 
Documents: Inventory of Alexander 
Owen to Bowdon, c lerk, 1 629;  Accounts 
of Robert Alcock of Ashton-on-Mersey, 
1 639. 

JANE SHERMAN OF BOWDON, 1 6 1 1  
Date: 20th February, 1 6 1 01 1 1 
Residence: Bowdon 
Brothers: Edmund S impson of Bowdon, 
d. 1 6 1 1  
Occupation of brothers: Yeoman 
Other kin: Ralph Edmund and Edward 
S impson, nephews and Katherine Whitby . 
nee Simpson, nephew 
Marriage Status :  Married 
Spouse: ? Sherrnan 
Creditors: Edmund S impson of Bowdon, 
yeoman, 1 6 1 1  £3 6s 8d 
Notes: There was some dispute over the 
amount that Jane Sherman owed her 
brother. When he died it appears from the 
inventory that he was actually suing her 



for the money. 
Documents :  Inventory of Edmund 
S impson of Bowdon, yeoman, 1 6 1 1 

WILLIAM SHORT OF BOWDON, 

1 6 1 0  
Date: 5th February, 1 6 1 0  
Witness: Will of Richard Massey of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1 6 1 0  
Documents: Will of Richard Massey of 

Bowdon, yeoman, 1 6 1 0  

JOHN SHUNDE O F  BOWDON, 1 625 
Date: 1 8th March, 1 62 5  
Residence: Bowdon 
Debtors: George Bowdon of Bowdon 

Hall, Bowdon, gentleman, 1 625,  £2 
Documents: Will  George Bowdon of 
Bowdon, gentleman, 1 625 

EDMUND SIMPSON OF BOWDON, 
YEOMAN, 1 6 1 1 

Date: 20th February, 1 6 1 01 1 1 

Residence: Bowdon 

Occupation/status: Yeoman farmer. He 
was also a member of the Trained Bands. 

He had a caliver gun. 

Sister: Jane Sherman nee S impson 
Marriage Status: Married 
Children : Ralph, Edmund and Edward 
S impson, and Katherine Wh itby 

Landholding: Edmund S impson 's  heirs 

had to pay re6 or a grey gelding, so he 
probably had a farm of about 40 Cheshire 

Measure acres . 

Date of death : 1 6 1 1 
Appraisers of Inventory: George 
Bowdon of Bowdon the elder, gentleman; 

William Saunders; Alexander Vawdrey; 
Thomas Renshaw; Wil l iam Moores; 
Roger Moores and John Drinkwater 
Inventory worth: £ 1 90 7s 8d 
Servants: Three maidservants, all three 

being paid 1 7s a year. 
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Debtors: Jane Sherman £3 6s 8d; Ralph 
S impson £ 1 ;  William Minshull I s; Ralph 
Pearson 2s; George Warburton I s  8d; 
Thomas Warner I s ; Richard Coppocke 
1 0d; George Litherland I s; Thomas 
Pears on 6s; John Whitby £2; Robert 
Eltheton £5 1 0s;  John Whitby a debt owed 
to maudy Tipping of Dunham Massey 
£ 1 1 . Total £23 1 Os 2d 

Creditors: 3 servants for one quarter' s  

wages 12s 9d; Ellen Hesketh I s  4d; 
George Vawdrey 5s 4d 
Notes: He had a large quantity of sheep 
for this area, but his main interest was 
dairying. He had twenty-three cheeses 

and seven gallons of butter. However, he 
was not a large cheese producer as com

pared with farmers in the rest of Cheshire. 
Edmund Simpson had a caliver gun, a va

riety of a short-barrelled light matchlock 
gun, which was being repaired at Thomas 

Warner's Smithy. It was worth 4s 

unrepaired. The fact that Edmund Sirnpson 

had such a weapon probably means that he 

was a member of the Trained Band for 
Bucklow Hundred East. Such weapons as 

caliver were listed in the · Ye boke of Ye 
Trayned Bandes of Cheshire' in 1 609. [In 

Tatton Family Papers, John Ry\ands Li

brary.]  

Documents: Inventory of Edmund 

S impson of Bowdon, yeoman, 1 6 1 1 

EDMUND SIMPSON OF BOWDON, 

1 6 1 4, 1 625, 1 634, 1 64 1  
Date: 8th Apri l, 1 6 1 4 ;  28th March, 1 625;  

28th August, 1 62 5 ;  1 5th August, 1 634;  
2 1 st April, 1 64 1  

Residence: Bowdon 
Occupation/status: Gentleman 
Parents: Edmund Simpson of Bowdon, 
yeoman, d. 1 6 1 0  

Landholding: I tack of ground leased 



from A lexander Warburton for ten years 
re3 ; 1 butt of ground leased from Edward 
Davenport 5s;  half a close with Will iam 

Saunders. 

Date of death: 1 64 1  

Appraisers of inventory: George 
Vawdrey, John Eaton, Richard Brown and 

Robert Leigh 

Inventory worth: £86 5s 8d 
Debtors: Mrs Mary Booth, widow, 3s; 
John Smith £2 
Appraiser: Inventory of Will iam 

Saunders of Bowdon, yeoman, 1 6 1 4 ;  
Goods o f  John Barrington o f  Bowdon, 

yeoman, 1 625;  goods of George B owdon 
of Bowdon Hal l, gentleman, 1 625;  goods 

of Alexander Vawdrey of Bowdon, yeo
man, 1 634 
Documents: Inventory of John 
Barrington of Bowdon, yeoman, 1 62 5 ;  In

ventory of George Bowdon of Bowdon 
Hall,  gentleman, 1 625;  Inventory of Alex
ander Vawdrey of Bowdon, yeoman, 

1 634;  Inventory of Edmund Simpson
' 

of 

Bowdon, gentleman, 1 64 1  

EDW ARD SIMPSON OF BOWDON 

AND TIMPERLEY, 1 629, 1 63 1 ,  1 632, 
1 663, 1 667 

Date: 9th February, 1 629; ? 1 63 1 ;  ? 1 632;  

26th May, 1 663 
Residence: He was born in Bowdon, but 

moved to Timperley after his marriage 
Grandparents: Edmund Simpson of 
Bowdon, d. 1 6 1  0 
Marriage Status: By licence on 1 2th Jan
uary, 1 63013 1 at B owdon or Grappenhall  

Spouse: Elizabeth, daughter of Ewan 
Wright of Timperley, husbandman and 
beekeeper, d. 1 632 
Children : Elizabeth born before May 
1 632, Maud born after 1 632.  
Hearth Tax 1 664 : 1 hearth 
Servants: 1 apprentice James Renshawe 

and a maidservant, Anne Warburton 
Witness: Will  of John Paulden of 
Bowdon, 1 672 
Date of death: After 1 667 
Notes: Edward and his w ife E lizabeth in
herited sixteen of Ewan Wright' s  h ives 
dotted around North Cheshire and

' 

South-east Lancashire. 
Creditors: A lexander Owen of Bowdon, 

clerk, 1 629 £2 4s together with Hamnett 
S impson of Timperley 

Witness: William Renshawe of Sale, yeo

man, 1 663 

Documents: inventory of Alexander 
Owen of Bowdon, clerk, 1 629; Chester 

Marriage Licences, 1 624-32;  Wil l  of 
Ewan Wright of Timperley, 1 63 2 ;  Wil l  of 

William Renshawe of Sale, yeoman, 
1 663;  Will  of John Paulden of Bowdon, 
1 672 

LOCAL BOOKS 
Eccles and Swinton in Old Photographs by 
Martin Baggoley, Sutton Publishing. Pa
perback, Britain in Old Photographs Se
ries, £9.99. ISBN 0 7509 22 1 4 1 .  

Old Ordnance Survey Maps. Stretford. 
22cm, folded paperback, facsimile of 1 909 
edition, £1 .95. ISBN 1 841 5 1 1 02 1 .  

All published by Alan Godfrey Maps, 1 2  
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The Off Quay Building, Foundry Lane, 
Newcastle NE6 1 LH. 

Stories in Stone: Investing Memorial In
scriptions from South-west Lancashire, 
Being a Compilation for Local and Family 
Historians and the Sedentary Tombstone 
Browser by Douglas Leonard Bray, SIS 
Publications, 46 cardigan Road, Birkdale, 



Southport PR8 4SF. Paperback, £4.95. 
ISBN 0 9536877 0 8. 

Chelford: A Cheshire Vii/age by William 
Keith Plant (self-publisher), 22 Chapel 
Croft, Chelford, Cheshire SK1 1 9SU. Pa
perback, £7. 50. ISBN 0 9536123 0 9. 

raphy by Jean M. and I. Williams 
(self-publishers), Madeley Manor Cot
tages, Madeley, Crewe CW3 9HU.  Paper
back, £3.25. ISBN 0 9536961 0 3. 

Tattenhal/: A Hundred Years in Pictures by 
Jean Dutton, Tattenhall Parish Council, 
Jean Dutton, H il l  Farm, Peckforton Gate, 

New Made/ey Manor House: A Short Biog-
Burwardsley, Chester CH3 9PF. Paper-
back, £5.99. ISBN 0 9536 1 77 0 x. 

Magazines 
The Bowdon Sheaf, Bowdon History Soci- Taster'; 'Orkney - Celtic temple found'; 
ety, Nos.32 and 33, October 1 998 and 'Mill ington'; 'Abroad in Brief; Tuscany'. 
February 1 999. A5, 8pp, 2 issues a year, Cheshire History, the journal of Cheshire 

80p per issue. Available from Mrs Ann Local History Association, No.39, 

Redford, Hon. Secretary, Bowdon History 1 999-2000. A5, 1 1 1  pp, 1 issue per year, 

Society, 5 Pinewood, Bowdon , Altrincham, £4.50 a year for just the journal or £ 1 2.00 a 

Cheshire WA1 4  3JQ. year including individual membership of 

Articles in  No.32 include: 'Victorian Cheshire Local History Association. Avail-
Sundays in Bowdon'; 'Chester News able from Cheshire Record Office, Duke 
Sheet'; 'Scouting at Dunham Park'; The Street, Chester, Cheshire CH1 1 RL 
late �r John.Wilkinson'. . , . Articles include: The Browne Family at 

Articles In No.33 Include: Fr�ncls Upton by Chester'; The Booth Uprising in 
Crossley of Bowdon: The St. Francls of Cheshire, 1 659: Another Look at Some of 
Ancoats';  ' Bowdon or Bowden'; The 6th the Evidence'; 'Smaller Seventeenth Cen-
Earl of Stamford and the Polish Exile'; 'Mr tury Houses in Mid Cheshire'; The Evolu-
Royce in Bowdon'.  tion and Development of the Turnpike 

Browsings, the Journal of South Trafford 
Archaeological Group, Nos.76, 77 and 78. 
A4, 4pp, 4 issues a year, £8.00 annual 
membership subscription. Available from 
Derek Pierce, Chairman, 30 Ollerton Ave
nue, Sale, M33 5HB. 

Items in No.76 include: 'Chairman's 
Notes'; 'Warburton'; 'Rare Letter Box?'; ' In  
the time of John Legh of Booths, tenant of 
Dunham Massey'; 'Little Bollington Sur
vey: Search for ancient estate boundary'; 
'Works Experience'; ' Pottery Talk'; 'Pro
jects' ;  'All Abroad'. 

Items in No.77 include: 'Chairman's 
Notes'; 'Obituary - Professor Barri Jones'; 
Timperley Country Fair'; 'New STAG 
President'; 'Warburton Witches?' ; 'Pro
jects: Warburton, Little Bollington'; 
'Altrincham Court Leet'; ' Stonehenge'. 

Items in No.78 include: 'Chairman's 
Notes'; 'Halesfield'; 'Court Leet: The Ale 
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Road in Cheshire'; 'Venus Observed: 
From Knutsford to Holme Park'; 'Docu
menting Decline: Two Playbills of the 
1 840s from the Theatre Royal, Chester' ; 
'An Enigmatic Canon of Chester Cathe
dral'; The Politics of Sanitary Reform in 
Early Victorian Macclesfield' ;  'Enteric Fe
ver in Chester in the 1 880s and 1 890s'; 'A 
Glimpse of Three Edwardian Schools'. 

Chester Loca/ History News, Winter 1 999. 
A4, 4pp, 4 issues a year, FREE. Available 
from Chester Archives, Town H al l ,  Ches
ter CH1 2HJ. 

Items include: Trade Secrets?: Daniel 
Peck's Letterbook, 1 703-4'; 'Calling all 
cinema buffs! ' ;  'Chester and Cheshire Ar
chives and Local Studies'; 'Grosvenor Mu
seum Access Scheme Update'; ' Images 
of Hargrave and Huxley'; 'Searchroom Ex
tension at Duke Street' ;  ' Image Bank 
News'; 'Staff Changes'; 'A Good Read'; 
Events Diary. 



Friends of Trafforri Local Studies Newslet
ter, NO. 1 0, December 1 999. A4, 4pp, 2 is
sues a year, FREE (except for £1 . 00 
one-off initial registration fee). Available 
from Trafford Local Studies Centre, Sale 
Library, Tatton Road, Sale, Cheshire M33 
1 YH. 

Items include: 'The changes'; 'Norman 
Swain Room'; 'Audio Visual Collection" 
'Staff; 'St. Catherine Index - coming to a 
Local Studies Centre near you !'; 'Statis
tics'. 

Gaslight, Newsletter of the North West 
Gas Historical Society, Nos.75, 76 and 77, 
September, October and December 1 999. 
A4, 6pp, 9 issues a year, £5.00 subscrip
tions (£4.00 for affiliated societies) . Avail
able from Mr Frank Hadfield, Hon. Trea
surer, NWGHS, 42 Bakewell Road, Hazel 
Grove, Stockport SK7 6JU. 

Items in NO.75 include: 'North West 
Gas Historical Society - The Future . . .  
Does it have One?' (same problem of 
many societies - lack of members' interest 
in becoming committee members); ' Eric 
Webb: An Appreciation'; 'Gaslight 
Gleamings'. 

Items in NO.76 include: 'What's On, 
NWGHS'; 'Future Programme'; 'Gaslight 
Gleamings'; 'And Worth Every Penny 
They Were Paid?'; 'The Manchester 
Gas-Works'; 'Three Strikes and You're 
Out - Plus ya change!'; 'And Finally - The 
Painful Constant of Gas History'. 

Items in NO.77 include: 'What's On, 
NWGHS'; ' NWGHS - The Future'; 'Gas
light Gleamings'; 'Mission Impossible?'; 
'The Manchester Gas-Works' (continued 
from No.76); 'When The Cat's Away! ' ;  
'And Finally -' .  
Greater Manchester Courier, the newslet
ter of Greater Manchester County Record 
Office, Nos.67 and 68, September and De
cember 1 999. A4, 6pp, 9 issues a year, 
£2.00 annual subscription (to cover post
age only). Available from Greater Man
chester Record Office, 56 Marshall Street, 
New Cross, Manchester M4 5FU. 
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Items in NO.67 include: 'GMCRO 
News'; 'Notes and News'; 'Snippets';  'Rail
way Records at GMCRO' (a large 
amount). 

Items in NO.68 include: 'GMCRO News' 
(including computer terminals for search
ers to use the 1 88 1  Census Index and 
Soldiers Who Died in the First World War); 
'Notes and News'; 'News from Other Of
fices'; 'Dates'; ' Photographic News' (from 
the DPA); 'Snippets' .  

Heritage News from Sa/forri Quays, Win
ter/Spring 1 999/2000. A4, 4pp, 2 issues a 
year, FREE. 

This is the final edition of Heritage 
News from Salforri Quays. It is hoped that 
it will be rebom as Life Times News in Feb
ruary 2000. 

Items include: 'Ufe Times'; 'Old 
Friends'; Margaret's Salford People'. 

Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire Newsletter, No. 1 4, October 
1 999. A4, 4 issues a year, £1 6.00 a year 
subscription (includes Transactions of the 
Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire). Available from Or J.  
Hollinshead, Hon. Treasurer, HSLC, liver
pool Hope University College, Hope Park, 
Liverpool L 16 9LD. 

Items include: 'From the Editor'; 'An
cient Meols Revisited (Part 1 )' ;  ' Interview 
with Roger Hull ,  Honorary Secretary'; 
Events. 

Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire, Transactions of, No. 1 48,  1 999. 
AS , 232pp, 1 issue a year, £1 6.00 a year 
subscription (includes 4 newsletters). 
Available from Or J.  Hollinshead, Hon. 
Treasurer, HSLC, Liverpool Hope Univer
sity College, Hope Park, Liverpool L 1 6  
9LD. 

Articles includes: 'Roman north-west 
England: the process of annexation'; 
"'Lord of the towne": urban identity and 
culture in later Tudor and Stuart Stock
port'; 'Watercourse management and 
flood prevention in the Alt level, 
Lancashire, 1 589-1 779'; 'The John Lees 



inquest of 1 8 1 9  and the Peterloo Massa
cre'; 'The politics of water in early and 
mid-Victorian Britain: the experience of 
Bolton' ;  "'A stormy political career" : P.J. 
Kelly and Irish Nationalist and Labour poli
tics in Liverpool, 1 891-1 936' ;  'The Celtic 
names of Cabus, Cuerden and Wilpshire 
in Lancashire'; 'Three Byzantine coins 
found near the north Wirral coast in 
Merseyside', Book Reviews. 

Lancashire History Quarterly, Vo13, Nos.3 
and 4, September and December 1 999. 
A4, 40pp, 4 issues a year, £3.50 per issue 
or £1 4.00 a year. Available from 
Lancashire History Quarterly, Procter 
House, Kirkgate, Settle, North Yorkshire 
BD24 9DZ. 

Articles in No.3 include: 'Rodhill 
Inghamite Chapel (part one)'; 
'Stadt-Moers Country Park, Whiston'; 'The 
County Lunatic Asylum , Lancaster (part 
one)' ;  ' Families in War, Private Ryan Re
visited'; ' Pilgrim Father Captain, Miles 
Standish of Duxbury, Lancashire and 
Massachsetts' ;  'Captain Richard Pooley 
and His School'; 'Southport at the End of 
the Nineteenth Century'; 'A History of the 
Stone Jetty, Morecambe (part two)' ;  
'Maurice Procter, Crime Fiction Writer'. 

Articles in No.4 include: 'Pilgrim Father 
Captain Myles Standish of Duxbury, 
Lancashire and Massachusetts: Myles's 
Childhood (part three)" 'Some Bricks and 
Brickworks Around Rossendale'; 'Rodhill 
Inghamite Chapel (part two)'; 'A Sunday 
Tea at Gran's House"Brickwork in 
Lytham'; 'The First Public Libraries Act of 
1 850'; 'The Potteries of Bur
ton-in-Lonsdale (or Black Burton)

,
; 'A 

Guided Walk Through Eccles'; 'Marie Irish 
Trapp'; 'Standish Hall Corn Mill' ;  'The 
County Lunatic Asylum, Lancaster'; 'Play
ground Memories of Pre-War Upholland'; 
'Wagstaffs of Lancashire'; 'Hints to 
Visiting and Relief Societies'; ' First Blood' .  

Lancashire Local History Federation 
Newsletter, AutumnlWinter 1 999. A4, 4pp, 
3 issues a year, £7.00 subscription to 
LLHF. Available from the Editor, Chris 
Makepeace, 5 Hilton Road, Disley, 
Cheshire SK1 2 2JU.  

News items, 'Regional Events' , 'Society 
News'; ' Information Required'; 'Journals 
received'; 'Some articles you may have 
missed' (a very useful digest of recent arti
cles on local and Lancashire history). 

The Past Uncovered, quarterly newsletter 
of Chester Archaeology, Autumn 1 999. 
A4, 4pp, 4 issues, FREE. Available from 
Chester Archaeology, Grosvenor Mu
seum, 27 Grosvenor Street, Chester CH1 
2DD. 

Items include: 'Earlier and earlier at 
Carden Park - back to the Old Stone Age'; 
'Roman conference success'; 'A Chester 
Miscellany'; 'Museum access scheme'; 
'Chester Education on the move'; ' Images 
of Hargreaves and Huxley'; 'Walks and 
Talks'; 'County News'; 'Access for all'. 

Tameside Local Studies Newsletter, Vo1.3,  
No.2,  September 1 999. A4, 4pp, 2 issues 
a year at least, FREE. Available from 
Tameside Local Studies Library, 
Stalybridge Library, Trinity Street, 
Stalybridge SK1 5 2BN. 

Items include: ' Photograph Digitisation'; 
'Census Indexing Project'; ' Family History 
Day'; 'Family History Award'; 'Greater 
Manchester Archives Lottery Bid'; 
' I nternet Access'; 'Family History Fair'; 
'History on the Doorstep' ; 'Boer War Cen
tenary' ; 'Obituaries'; 'Cheshire Family His
tory Society' ; 'Family History Experience'; 
'Church of the latter Day Saints Web Site'; 
'New CD ROMS';  'Park Bridge Heritage 
Centre'; 'New Leaflets'; 'New Publica
tions'. 

Next edition Num ber 20 in Septem ber 2000 
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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 

Here we go on another merry-go-round of 
monthly lectures and some visits. Though it is 
nice to relax on pleasant summer days it is 
also nice to anticipate the time when the Soci
ety year starts again. I hope the increase in 
fees to £5 has not caused you any difficulties, 
but lecturers' fees are rising steadily, partly 

2 

Don 8ay/iss 
through the increase in petrol prices, and this 
has regretfully, to be passed on. . 

You will need no reminding that the year 
2000 has still a few months to go, and that 
to mark this year the Committee produced a 
book to mark the millennium. This book is 
called The Buildings of Central Altrincham 



in the Year 2000. It is selling well and as we 
had a limited edition buy now for your fam
ily and it will make a good Christmas pres
ent for friends. 

At our dinner during Millennium Year 
we celebrated it and also the tenth birthday 
of the Society in a truly royal way, so much 
so that we have had several requests to have 
another dinner in 200 1 .  

Society Events 2000-2001 
Altrincham History Society meets at Altrincham Library, Stamford New Road, Altrincham at 

7.30pm on Mondays. 
Visitors £ 1 .00 per meeting 

25th September, 2000, 'The Work of Charles Cheshire' by Mr P. Booth. 
Tunnicliffe' by Mr F. Green. 26th February, 200 1 ,  ' Lewis Carroll - Alice 
23rd October, 2000, ' Dunham Massey, Ruins Through the Window' by Mrs I. Rutter. 
and Riches' by Mr 1. Rothwell. 26th March, 200 1 ,  'Romans in the North' by 
27th N,ovember, 2000, 'Wizards, White La- Miss P. Southern (Chief Librarian, Trafford 
dies and Worms' by Miss A.M. Medcalf. Local Studies Centre, Sale). 
l lth December, 2000, 'Cheshire Curiosities' 23rd April, 200 1 ,  'Eighteenth Century Cos-
by Mr A. May, followed by buffet., quiz and tumes and Customs' by Mrs 1. Heaton. 

. 

raffle. 2 1 st May, 200 1 ,  AGM and 'Old Cheshire 
22nd January, 200 1 ,  ' Life in Medieval Inns' by Mrs 1. Leach. 

Altrincham History Society Bookstall 
Back copies ofAltrincham History School' ;  'Obituary and Appreciation: Sale's  

Society Journals 4 to 16 History Man - Norman Swain'. 

Altrincham History Society Journal 4 Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to 

Contents: ' Altrincham in the Survey and non-members 

Rental of the Manor of Dunham Massey 
AD1 348-49: Part II';  '26th November, 1 8 1 3  - Altrincham History Society Journal 9 

General Rejoicing in Altrincham' ;  'Extracts Contents: 'The Dutch wars - 1 652-74'; ' A  

of Proceedings of the Altrincham and District 
Natural History and Literary Society'; 'A 
Royal Coat of Arms at Shotwick'. 
Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to 
non-members 

Altrincham History Society Journal 5 
Contents: ' ''Finem Respice" and the Black 
Horse' ; 'A Brief lnsight into Military Obliga
tion in Ashley in the Fourteenth Century' ;  
'Captain Scott's Visit to Seamons Moss 
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Tameside Man in the Isle of Man'; 'The 
Denton Churchyard Masonix Gravestone' ; 
' Stray Thoughts'.  
Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to 
non-members 

Altrincham History SOCiety Journal 1 0  
Contents: 'What's in a Name? Th e  term 
' alias' and the legitimate families of 
Altrincham, Ashton-on-Mersey and Sale' ;  
'Cunningham's Camp, 1 894- 1939: The lnter-



national Young Men's Holiday Camp, Isle of 
Man' ; ' 1 667 Subsidy Roll for Altrincham' ;  
'The Contribution o f  Some Recent BookJets 
on the Civil War in Cheshire and Sur
rounding Counties' . 
Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to 
non-members 

Altrincham History Society Journal 1 1  
Contents: 'Provost's Sunday' ;  'Comments on 
the 1 667 Subsidy Roll for Altrincham'; 
'Comparison of Altrincham in 1 667 with 
Neighbouring Townships' .  
Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to 
non-members 

Altrincham History Society Journal 1 2  
Contents: 'Broadheath an d  a Naval Enigma, 
19 16' ;  'Cottages at Nos. 1 I 3 and 1 I 5, Navi
gation Road';  'A Grand Inquest of 
Altrincham Court Leet, 1 744' ;  ' Who was 
Who in Bowdon, 1 600 to 1 650: Part 1 ' .  
Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to 
non-members 

Altrincham History Society Journal 1 3  
Contents: ' A  Great President - an apprecia
tion of Norman Dore'; 'Anyone for Cro
quet?' ; 'The Altrincham Tithe Map Scheule 
of 1 838' ;  'Altrincham Between the Wars'.  
Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to 
non-members 

Altrincham History Society Journal 1 4  
Contents: 'From Pillar to Pill Capsule and 
Back Again' ;  'Off-the-Peg Planning in Medi
eval N.E. Cheshire';  'Ferdinand Laughton of 
Altrincham, gentleman, c. l 690 to 1 750'. 
Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to 
non-members 
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Altrincham History Society Journal 1 5  
Contents: 'A Note from Barbara Nevell'; 
'Miscellanea';  'Goering as Property Devel
oper: The Bombing of 'Southwold', South 
Downs Road, Hale' ;  'The English Borough 
in the Thirteenth Century' ;  'The Impending 
Disappearance and Carrington Moss'. 
Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to 
non-members 

Altrincham History Society Journal 16 

Contents: 'Susan Isabel Dacre, Artist, 1 844 to 
1 933';  'The Walton Family of Bowdon and 
Dunham Massey'; 'Altrincham and Bowdon 
Occupations, 1600- 1 760'; 'Epidemics in 
Manchester, Chester, Liverpool and Lancas
ter' . 
Price: £0.75 to members, £ 1 .00 to 
non-members 

Altrincham History Society Journal 1 7  
Contents: 'Heritage Open Days, 1998: 
1 2th- 13th September, 1 998'; 'The Other 
Altrincham Gas Works' ;  'A Seventeenth 
Century Auction' ; 'Games and Pastimes' ;  
'Who was Who in Bowdon, 1 600- 1 650'. 

Altrincham History Society Journal 1 8  
Contents: 'Footpaths, plants and cellar dwell
ings - Random Jottings'; 'King Edward and 
the Welsh Castles' ;  ' Manchester South Junc
tion and Altrincham Railway';  ' Sir Gawain -
a local hero?' 

Altrincham History Society Journal 19 
Contents: 'Altrincham Gas Works Branch 
Line'; 'Altrincham Families: The Higginson, 
Butchers of Altrincham, 1600- 1 73 5';  
'Altrincham in 1 835 - Bias in a government 
report: Part 1 ' ;  'Who was Who in Bowdon, 
1 600- 1650: R to Edmund Simpson'. 



Altrincham History Society 
Occasional Papers 

1. Helen Allingham 
Price: £0.30 

2. Discover Broadheath 
Price: £0.30 

3. Dame Isobel Baillie - Blue Plaque 
Price: £0.30 

4. Altrincham in 1 799 
Price: £0.30 

5. A Cheshire Market Town in Victorian 
Times: Altrincham in 1841 (out of print) 
Price: £5.70 

6. Alan Turing - Mathematical Genius 
Price: £0.30 

1 Medical Maners 
Price: £0.30 

8. Ronald Gow - Blue Plaque 
Price: £0.30 

9. The Buildings of Centra I Altrincham, 2000. 
Price £8.50 (£6.50 to members) 

Other Publications 
Map ofCarrington, 1904 (with article on the 
history of Carrington Moss by Don Bayliss 
on reverse) 
Price: £ 1 .95. 

LOCAL mSTORY ON THE WEB 
Centre for North-west Regional Studies has a 
website at http://www.lancs.ac.uklcnwrsl 
www.cheshire.gov.uklrecofli'home.htrn 
(Cheshire Record Office) 
www.gmcro.co.uk (Greater Manchester Re
cord Office) 
www.Oldham.gov.ukllocal_studies (Oldham 
Local Studies and Archives) 
Internet Genealogical Bookshop at 
http://soft.net.uklsamjraymond/igb.htrnl Also 
has local history titles 
Phillirnore & Co. Ltd (the local history pub
lishers) at www.phillirnore.co.uk 
www.cyndislist.comlengland.htrnl Excellent 
all-embracing site for local and family history 
in the UK (and America). Includes GENUKII 
You should also be able to contact many of 
the other history sites listed here via Cyndi's 
List and GENUKI 
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www.genuki.org.uk/big/eng/CHSlNorthChes 
FHS/ The website for North Cheshire Family 
History Society. 
www.manchester.gov.uklmccdltlarlslin
dex.htm (Manchester Archives and Local 
Studies) 

Email Addresses of Record Offices, etc 

trafford.local.studies@free4all.co.uk 
(Trafford Local Studies Centre) 
Peplerj@cheshire.gov.uk (Jonathan Pepler at 
Cheshire Record Office) 
mail.llhf@virgin.net (Lancashire Local His
tory Federation) 
recordoffice@ed.lancscc.gov.uk (Lancashire 
Record Office) 
brendawsmith@compuserve.com (Family 
History Society of Cheshire) 
local.studies@Oldham.gov.uk (Oldham Lo
cal Studies and Archives) 



NORTH WEST HISTORY NEWS 
Cheshire Local History Association 

Millennium Publication Award 
This award is for books published in 2000. It 
is in two categories: less that 64 pages, and 
more 64 pages. For more details contact 
CLHA, Cheshire Record Office, Duke Street, 
Chester, Cheshire CH I I RL, email: 
brucet@netcentral.co.uk. 

BBC 'Living in the Past' 
The BBC are looking for volunteers for their 
' Living in the Past' series on the Iron Age. 
Contact Bruce Thompson, Cheshire Record 
Office, Duke Street, Chester, Cheshire CH I 
I RL, email: brucet@netcentral.co.uk for 

more details. 

Manchester and Lancashire Family 
History Society Summer Lectures 2002 
The society will be holding a series of meet
ings from 25th July to 4th August, 2002 on 
the theme of 'Manchester - A Common Heri
tage' .  The society is looking for speakers on 
topics such as the history of one of Manches
ter's several ethnic communities, public insti
tutions or organisations. If you are interested 
in speaking or want more details contact John 
Marsden, General Secretai)', Manchester and 
Lancashire FHS, Clayton House, 59 
Piccadilly, Manchester M l  2AQ. 

EVENTS IN THE NORTH WEST 
Wirral History Fair 

Sunday, 1 5th October, 2000 
Hulme Hall, Port Sunlight 

No more details 

West Yorkshire Archives Service Family 

History Fair 
Saturday, 1 O-4.00pm, 30th September, 2000 

Leeds Town Hall 
Mrs Groves's bookstall will be there, as will a 

number offamily history societies from 
Cheshire. 

Cheshire Local History Association 
Cheshire Circa AD 1000 

Saturday, 28th October, 2000 
Northwich Memorial Hall, Chester Road, 

Northwich 
Fee: £ 1 0.00 (includes buffet lunch) 

F or more details contact Cheshire Local 
History Association, Cheshire Record Office, 

Duke Street, Chester, Cheshire CH I I RL, 
email: brucet@netcentral.co.uk. 

North West Family History Fair 
Saturday, 1 O-4.30pm, 28th October, 2000 

Guildhall, Preston (just off Fishergate) 
Mrs Groves's bookstall will be there, as will a 

number of family history societies from 
Cheshire. 

LOCAL mSTORY SOCIETY NEWS 
Ashton and Sale History Society 
Meets at the Claremont Centre, Claremont 
Road, Sale, on the first Wednesday of every 
month except January at 7.30pm. 
4th October, 2000, 'A Look Back at 
Bowdon'. 
1 st November, 2000 AGM and 'Brooklands 
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Road, Sale' .  
6th December, 2000, Christmas buffet. 

Chadderton Historical Society 
Meets at Chadderton Central Library, 

Middleton Road, Chadderton, Oldham at 
7.3Opm on the first Thursday of each month. 



Visitors' donations gratefully received. 
5th October, 2000, 'Curiouser and 
Curiouser' . 
9th November, 2000, ' Looking Back at 
Royton' .  
7th December, 2000, 'Heraldry at Lancaster 
Castle'. 
4th January, 200 1 ,  Annual Party - Theme 
'The Forties' .  
1st February, 200 1 ,  ' Sixty years of Spinning 
Yams - Part Two' . 
1 st March, 200 1 ,  Visit by Oldham Local 
Studies Archive Officer. 
5th April, 'The Life and Times of Bishop 
�illiam Chadderton' . 
3rd May, 200 1 ,  AGM. 

Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire 
Meets in the Roscoe Room (5th Floor) the 
Central Libraries, William Brown Street, Liv
erpool, at 7.00pm unless stated otherwise 
1 9th October, 2000, ' Sugar Refining in the 
Days before Tate and Lyle'. 
16th November, 2000, 'The Culture of Pala
tine Autonomy in Cheshire, c. 1 403- 1 603' .  

Manchester Region Industrial Ar
chaeology Society 
Meets at the Town Hall, Albert Square, Man
chester at 7.00pm for 7.30pm, unless stated. 
Bookstall run by Chris Makepeace usually 
available. 
Tuesday, 1 9th September, 2000, Cheese and 
wine (Air and Space Gallery) 
Friday, 1 3th October, 2000, ' Regeneration of 
Ancoats' .  
Friday, 1 0th November, 2000, ' Peter Street 
"From Revolution to Recreation'" . 
Sunday, 1 9th November, 2000, Peter Street 
Walk, 1 1 .00am to 1 2.30pm on site. 
Friday, 8th December, 2000, MRIAS AGM. 
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North West Gas Historical Society 
Not all dates and locations known, so where 
interested contact the Secretary, Frank Had
field, 42 BakewelI Road, Hazel Grove, Stock
port SK7 6JU. Subscriptions are now £5.00 
per year for members. 
1 9th October, 2000, Bramhall Methodist 
Church 
23rd November, 2000, 'Private versus Mu
nicipal Enterprise in Gas, Electricity, Trams 
and Water: 1 850- 1 940' (British Gas Services, 
Newbridge Lane, Stockport) 
January 200 1 ,  AGM. 

Salford Local History Society 
Meets at Midwood Hall, Eccles Old Road, 
Salford 6 on the last Tuesday of the month, at 
7.30pm. (Buses 67 and 68 stop nearby.) 
3 1 st October, 2000, 'A Singer's Early Mem
ories' .  
28th November, 2000, 'The Royal Manches
ter Children's Hospital' . 
30th January, 200 1 ,  'Cotton and Wool Coun
try'.  
27th February, 200 1 ,  'The Booth Charities of 
Salford, 1 630-200 I ' .  
27th March, 200 1 ,  'Three Northern Writers: 
Waiter Greenwood, Howard Spring and 
Louis Golding' .  
24th April, 200 1 ,  AGM and slide show. 

South Trafford Archaeology Group 
(STAG) 
Meets at the STAG Display Centre, . 
Timperley Old Hall Hotel, at 7.30pm. 
27th October, 2000, STAG Birthday Celebra
tion Dinner 
24th November, 2000, Christmas Party 

The Victorian Society (Manchester) 
Meets at various venues on various days. 
Contact The Victorian Society, clo The Por
tico Library, 57 Mosley Street, Manchester 
M2 3HY. 



Friday, 6th October, 2000, ' Victorian and Ed
wardian Costumes and Accessories from the 
Reserve Collection at Platt Fields Costume 
Gallery, 1 2  noon to 2.30pm, including lunch. 
Cost £8.00 members; £9.00 non-members 
Wednesday, 1 5th November, 2000, 'John 
Ruskin - A Centenary Celebration' ,  7.00pm 
for 7.1 5pm, Friends Meeting House, Mount 
Street. £2.00 members; £3.00 non-members. 
Friday, 1 5th December, 2000, Christmas 
Party, Quiz and a Musical and Historical 
Evocation of the Life and Times of Marie 

L10yd and the Victorian Music Hall. 
Saturday, 1 3th January, 2000, AGM and talk 
about Challenges and Conservation, 2.Oppm, 
Town Hall, Albert Square, Manchester. 
Wednesday, 2 1 st February, 2000, 'The Victo
rian Seaside',  7.00pm for 7. 1 5pm, Friends 
Meeting House, Mount Street. £2.00 mem
bers; £3.00 non-members. 
Saturday, 10th March, 2000, 'Churches and 
Townscape in Victorian Leeds', £1 0.00 
members, £ 1 1 .00 non-members. 

ALTRINCHAM IN 1835 - BIAS IN A GOVERNMENT 

REPORT? 
Part 2 

Part 1 examined several opening sections of 
the Reports From Commissioners on Munici
pal Corporations in England and Wales: 
Chester, Altrincham, 1835. It was noted that 
the government inspector concerned made 
several deleterious references to the state of 
the town casting aspersions on the nature of 
local government at the time, in particular the 
hold which the Earl of Stamford had on the 
Court Leet and its officers, claiming, for in
stance, that the office of the mayor was 
purely honorary with the mayor unable to 
carry out any 'magisterial' act. 

As in Part I ,  quotations from the report 
are in italics with comments in normal type
face. 

Mayor, salary of 
9. The rents and profits of certain lands, 
hereafter particularized, are at the disposal 
of the mayor of Altringhamfor the time being. 

These amount at present to £58 5s per 
annum, and have formerly been let for £70. 
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Don BayJiss 
Nearly the whole has been commonly ab

sorbed in feasting. Formerly there used to 
be two dinners, and the surplus, if any, went 
to the poor. Afterwards, the proceeds were 
applied in aid of lighting and watching the 
town. But since the town has adopted the 
provision of the general lighting and watch
ing Act, 1 1  Geo. IV & 1 Will. IV c.27, the 
ancient festivities have been resumed, and 
last year left no residue for the poor. 

What an indictment! This section of the 
report came straight on the heels of he 1 834 
Poor Law and no doubt the question of the 
variability of what remnant of monies the 
poor would get laid heavily on the con
science of this particular officer. In fact, on 
occasions the Earl remonstrated with the 
burgesses, threatening to review their posi
tion if they carried on their loose feasting 
and drinking! 



Steward, how appointed 
10. The Steward is appointed by the lord of 
barony of Dunham Massey, which, as already 
notice (s.2.) extends over a large district, 
comprising. among many other townships, 
the borough of Altringham. A copy of his ap
pointment accompanies this report; it invests 
him with the office, "to be executred by him, 
or his deputy or deputies thereunto lawfully 
authorized, during the will and pleasure " of 
the lord 

By this time the Steward was an ap
pointee from those in the legal profession in 
Altrincham - usually a solicitor. 

11. His only functions are, to hold the courts 
leet twice in the year. A court baron used for
merly to be held, at which pleas for the recov
ery of debts under 40s. were triable; but this 
court has fallen into complete disuse; the last 
entry of any cause was one in 33 Geo. III 
(1 792-93) 

In past times the court baron met every 
three weeks, the court leet twice a year. 

Steward, salary of 
12. The steward receives no salary; but the 
appointment confers on him all and every the 

fees and profits belonging or incident to the 
office, and he does in fact take the 
amerciaments in the court leet. 

In other words, the Steward took all the 
fines levied on miscreants by the court leet. 

Aldermen 
13. The Office of Alderman is a mere emana
tion from the honorary office of mayor; with
out any duties or emoluments whatsoever; all 
who have served the office of mayor are, by 
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courtesy, Aldermen. 

Bailiff 
14. The Bailiff is appointed by the steward. 
with the approbation of the lord of the manor, 
and his appointment also is during pleasure. 

He summons the juries and collects the 
estreats; has a small salary allowed by the 
lord, and, by courtesy, Is 3d out of very fine 
amerced 

The status of aldermen is quite c lear - this 
group had all been mayors, i.e. picked by 
the Steward and therefore approved by the 
Earl. 

The bailiff was yet another appointee, so 
the Steward, the mayor and the bailiff were 
approved by the lord of the manor. 

Constables 
15. The two Constables, who constitute the 
whole police of the town, are appointed 
yearly by the jury at the court leet. 

Two men were to police a growing town 
of over 3 ,000 people. These details help us 
to understand why governmental reform 
was needed. 

Mode of becoming free 
16. One new juryman (familiarly styled "the 
colt ") is sworn in annually at the leet. 

He is recommended by the steward as a . 
fit person for the bailiff to warn. The bailiff 
warns accordingly, and the jury invariably 
return the person so warned as the new bur
gess. 

His admission is recorded shortly, "We 
return Mr. A. B. " He is always afreeholder, 
holding land within the manor on his own 
right. 

Three of the burgesses are then put in 



nomination, as above mentioned, for the of
fice of mayor; the only privilege annexed to 
the character of burgess is, that it forms a 
necessary qualification for the dignity of 
mayor. 

There are from 20 to 25 burgesses resi
dent within the limits of the borough, and 
many non-resident, some of whom are al
dermen. 

If no new freeholder can be found to 
warn as burgess, the return is left blank for 
that year. 

We can see here how the steward (Le. 
with the lord of the manor's approval) 'rec
ommends' the bailiff to 'warn' (select) a 
new burgess. The selectivity is emphasized 
in the last line - there must have been doz
ens of freeholders from whom to choose a 
new burgess - but their hats did not fit in the 
eyes of the landlord, so were not chosen. 

Ruling Body 
1 7. It is sufficiently obvious from what has 
been stated, that the corporation of 
Altringham is a mere harmless institution, 
subservient to the lord of the barony of Dun
ham Massey for the time being. Some claim 
for respect may be derived to it from its high 
antiquity, but none can be conceded on any 
other score. 

Fees 
18. No Fees whatever are paid upon the ad
mission either of new made burgesses, or of 
any officer. 

The court was far from being a harmless 
institution. For centuries it had done good 
service by running the town, but it was a 
borough in the pocket of the lord and this is 
why the government agent was critical. 
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COurt9 
19. Besides the Court Leet and the obsolete 
Court Baron before noticed, a Court of Pie 
Poudre used anciently to be holden at the 

fairs. 
This has also been wholly discontinued, 

though within living memory the ceremony 
of walking the fairs in procession was kept 
up by the mayor. 

Three fairs annually and two weekly mar
kets are now holden. The tolls taken at all of 
which are collected by the bailiff and go to 
the lord The entire tolls, including stallage, 
are said to produce £15 or £16 a year. 

The court books, which are among the 
muniments of the Earl of Stamford, at Dun
ham Massey, go back to a very remote pe
riod 

The sum of £ 1 5  or £ 1 6  a year would be 
worth much more today and when added to 
the land rents of the burgage plots of about 
£6 (assuming 1 20 burgages) made a tidy 
sum for the lord of the manor. 

Juries 
20. The bailiff summons, at his discretion, 
those who are to serve on the Jury at the 
court leet. Those who make default are fined 
6s 8d, 13s 4d, or sometimes as much as £1. 

A dinner assists in gathering them to
gether, to which the lord usually contributes 
£3 and the colt a guinea, his contribution 
having been recently reduced from three 
guineas. 

Property 
21. In 1699, George Earl of Warrington, by 
deed, conveyed a certain parcel of waste land 
(stated at that time to be unimproved) for a 
term of 5,000 years, at a reserved rent of 12d 
to the mayor of Altringham for the time be-



ing; to hold to the said mayor (John Eccles), 
his executors, administrators and assigns, to 
and for the only proper use and behoof of the 
said John Eccles and his successor, mayors 
of Altringham. And in the said deed there is a 
proviso, that if any person, being an alder
man or burgess, should at any time thereafter 
neglect to contribute towards the improve
ment of the lands, he should be debarred 
from partaking in a� trust, benefit, &c. con
ferred by that deed, until he should have paid 
down to the purse-bearer treble the share he 
had neglected to contribute according to the 
deed 

In 1 716, the same Earl of Warrington, by 
deed,1 between him and Charles Creswell, 
then mayor, conveyed another piece of 
waste land in precisely the same mode, and 
with similar covenants. 

Under these deeds the mayor for the time 
being, as the leases have fallen in, has re-let 
those lands, usually for a term of 14 years, 
but occasionally of2I. 

The subsisting leases bear date 25th Feb
ruary 1823, and are three in number; the 
reserved rents being respectively, £25, £16 

15s and £16 IOs. 
The lands are let publicly, either by auc

tion or ticket, to the highest bidder, and 
have produced as much as £70 per annum. 
They contain, by estimation, about six 
Cheshire acres, which are equivalent to 13 
English. The mode of application of the 
rents and profits has been already stated 
(s.9). 

In Section 21 the 'mayor's land' is re
ferred to as 'waste' and its improvement re
flected drainage of Seamon's Moss in the 
north of the town, and Thorley Moss and 
Hale Moss to the east. The mosses were 
originally lakes caused by glacial 
meltwaters occupying clay hollows in the 
terrain. They were, through time, colonised 
by sphagnum moss and when improved 
with lime could be brought into cultivation 
or used as ploughland. 

Further comments on the mayor's land 
can be found in JiIl Groves's interesting 
arricle in this journal. Part III will conclude 
the series of comment on the government 
report. 

MORE RANDOM JOTTINGS 

Boundaries 

This first section is devoted to those who like 
to go out and find things for themselves. In 
Bygone Altrincham, a twenty year interval is 
mentioned between consecutive beating of 
the bounds, but since the Leet was reconsti
tuted in 1 974, this ceremony" has taken place 
on an annual basis. The Court Leet beat the 
bounds of the borough as they were defined 
in early times. However, as the average age 
of Leet members is quite high, a certain 
amount of short cuts are taken, especially if 
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Chris Hill 
the weather is hot, and so the full boundary is 
not strictly followed. In some cases the route 
has been impossible to follow exactly, as . 
parts have been blocked to public access, or 
for example, are inaccessible, like the 
grounds of Welman House. Originally, the 
various important points along the circuit 
were marked with 'mere' stones, but now 
only one exists. It is hidden by a hawthorn 
hedge which surrounds Stamford Park and 
lies opposite Hawthorn Road. Many other 
such stones are marked on older maps of the 



Altrincham area, but all bar the one men
tioned have been removed. As a conse': 
quence, the Court Leet have had a number of 
plaques made and erected at key points along 
their walk. At each one the party stops for the 
Baron's Steward to read a proclamation call
ing on all to witness the proceedings, where
upon he beats the spot with a willow branch. 
Eleven of these plaques still exist, but origi
nally there were more; three having been sto
len or otherwise vandalised, and for this rea
son, I do not intend to reveal exactly where 
the remaining ones are. Suffice it to say that 
they can be found in the following roads: 
Higher Downs, Dunham Road, Oldfield 
Road, Davenport Lane, Manchester Road, 
Arley Close, Wellington Road, Woodlands 
Road, Stamford Park Road, off Stamford 
Road, and in Albert Square. 

The Court Leet perambulation starts from 
the junction of the Downs with Higher 
Downs, where there is a recarved boundary 
stone let into the wall indicating the division 
between Dunham and Altrincham. This has 
been refurbished at the expense of nearby 
residents. There are other indicators carved 
in walls composed of large, sandstone 
blocks; a building requirement of the Stam
ford era. Some of these marks are individu
ally styled, but most take the form of a small 
horizontal rectangle, bisected by a vertical 
line, with initials either side within the 
frame. These are Altrincham with Bowdon, 
Dunham or Hale. (Three other similar 
marks occur between Bowdon and Dunham 
- Green Walk 2, and Cavendish I ;  and for 
Hale and Altrincham: 1 in Elm Road.) 

These were all carved on the instructions 
of the Earl and show where the boundary 
passes through a wall, but not where the 
boundary meets a wall and then runs along- . 
side it. Of these marks, there is an individual 
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one in Bentinck Road, two standard in 
GroOy Road, one remaining in Booth Road, 
and two in Grey Road. An unusual one oc
curs in Hartley Road, indicating how far out 
into the road the boundary line ran before 
following the line of the road down hill. 
This must be where a former field hedge ran 
and there is reason to believe that a stream 
also marked the boundary and in fact still 
exists in a culverted form. Its line was 
marked in Wainwright Road by a line of 
boundary oak trees, one of which was cut 
down because of rot, but only after the Earl 
had personally inspected it. One still stands 
in a front garden, three up from The Close. 

The stream is marked by two covers and 
probably starts as a spring on a contour line 
which runs west across Gorsey Lane (where 
springs occur both sides of the road), and 
on, running just lower than Harrington 
Road, all the way round the Altrincham hill 
to part way along Oldfield Lane with evi
dence of several springs on route. 

There is access for the Court Leet only, to 
continue their journey between Wainwright 
and Hartley Roads, but in one direction 
only; as written into the deeds of involved 
properties. Further along the route, in the 
fields alongside the old Linotype property, 
the boundary towards the canal was also 
part of the line of a pre-canal waterway 
from Hale Moss to the moat at Dunham. Be- . 
fore houses were demolished in Atlantic 
Street, two adjacent rows were numbered I 

to 1 2, etc., and then the numbering was re- � 

peated; one set of addresses being in 
Altrincham, the others in Dunham Massey. 
To continue with the circular walk, noting 
boundary marks - after the last mentioned 
above, the next occurs on a bedroom win
dow sill in Finchley Road, and one in Elm 
Road. Finally, there is a gatepost in Hale 



Road with a rather distinctive boundary 
mark. The boundary crosses from part way 
down Victoria Road over the railway lines 
to Brown Street and a curious feature, until 
recently, was a gate in the railway fence in 
Victoria Road giving railwaymen a wooden 
walkway across to the far side, where there 
is a hut. However, beyond that, the diagonal 
line continues between two properties and 
seems to be a remnant, marking the ancient 
Court Leet route for beating the bounds. At 
the bottom of Brown Street, before reaching 
"Hale View", there used to be an alleyway 
running up the backs of the houses in Bath 
Street and Ashley Road, allowing passage 
as far as the last house before coming to the 
fonner site of Hale Cinema, when the 
boundary again emerges onto the road. It is 
said that the cellars of some of the houses in 
this row have in the past, shown signs of 
cellar "damping" after heavy rains, so per
haps this is evidence that another boundary 
stream once ran from Spring Bank PlU"k, 
past the end of Willowtree Road. 

Old Ordnance Survey maps show that the 
boundary did not go through the cinema, 
nor for that matter did it run through the 
study and drawing rooms of the St. Marga
ret's Vicarage, as mentioned in Nickson's 
book. The path at the back of Spring Bank 
Park is also part of the Boundary walk. An
other set of boundary stones exists in Dun
ham, inscribed "E.A.C.: 1 9 1 9", there being 
two still remaining in Charcoal (Lane), and 
two more identically inscribed on the an
cient footpath leading from near the Big 
Tree towards the golf cours�; the stones be
ing situated before reaching the course. 
(Should anyone know of other local bound
ary marks, I would be very interested in 
hearing about them.) 

In the last "Jottings", the possibility of an 
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ancient road was mentioned and I am 
pleased that it generated a positive response 
in that it caused a couple of Mersey Valley 
wardens to come and see me. Interestingly, 
just before they arrived, I came across the 
David and Charles edition of the inch to the 
mile, 1 842 series, Ordnance Survey map 
(Sheet 26), of Northwich and Warrington. 
This includes the Altrincham area and 
seems to show a perfect alignment north of 
the Mersey, on the edge of Chat Moss, in 
line with the road into Partington from 
Broad Oak. One always hopes for some 
feedback especially in the way of new infor
mation. It set me thinking about that item 
and perhaps I can expand on Burdett who 
was also mentioned last time. 

Burdett published a map of Cheshire in 
1 777, to the scale of an inch to the mile and 
this came about as the result of a gratuity of 
£ 1 00, offered by the Society of Arts in Lon
don, in 1 762, for the accurate survey of any 
county, to a scale of 1 inch to the mile, 
based on correct latitudes and longitudes. 
Burdett's reputation as a map maker was 
made when he produced a map of 
Derbyshire in the 1 760's surveyed between 
1 762 and 1 767. He indicated his candidature 
to the Society with the map of Derbyshire, 
and subsequently, having fulfilled their con
ditions, was awarded the prize. He next in
tended to map Lancashire, and indeed 
moved to Liverpool, but eventually gave . 
this idea up in favour of a map of Cheshire. 

However, you will appreciate that the 
map could not have been fully up-to-date, as 
once an area had been surveyed, develop
ments could have occurred prior to the accu

mulated infonnation being integrated into a 

single county map. It is thought that the sur

vey ended in 1 775, and whilst a few correc

tions may have been included to bring cer-



tain features up to date, the map must be 
considered with a degree of judgement. He 
based the latitude measurements on astro
nomical observation and carried out the sur
vey by triangulation; his basic triangulation 
plan and measurements from places on his 
triangulation diagram, being included on the 
map for all to see and check. A new feature, 
at that time, was a system of standard sym
bols to indicate certain features of interest. 
(Water mills were indicated by an asterisk.) 
Of particular interest at that time was the ex
pansion of industry, due to the introduction 
of steam engines being built by the partner
ship of Watt and Boulton, from 1 775. Thus 
mills used for a variety of old and new pur
poses and manufacturing processes, were 
springing up all over Cheshire. 

Peter Burdett was a person of artistic na
ture and of varied personal interests. In his 
map-making, several elements of inaccu
racy are evident. First, as mentioned, there 
was the delay between surveying and print
ing. Next, there were some features which 
were overlooked, either because of a judge
ment over their importance, or size, or be
cause of the surveyor' s  ignorance of certain 
features. Again, because of personal inter
ests, certain manufacturing processes were 
excluded, where mill-power was used, and 
some known mills are not indicated. For ex
ample: In 1 752, James Brindley set up a 
twenty-foot diameter wheel on the river 
Dane, which in 1 77 1  powered a mill em
ploying over 600 people, but it is not listed 
by Burdett. Wind-mills (indicated using a 
different symbol of a four bladed propeller), 
are also marked on the map, but one at High 
Legh is not indicated, although the 
man-made mound on which it stood can still 
be seen. 

Further errors had the opportunity to be 
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introduced by the surveyor making ambigu
ous notes which were then wrongly inter
preted, or an engraver might not translate 
correct information from drawing to print
ing plate. A main feature of Burdett's map 
are the sites of mills, but in comparison with 
subsequent maps by other people, omissions 
are known, identification between working 
and disused mills becomes a matter of per
sonal detail and a similar ambiguity arises 
when a mill name is used without a symbol. 
Despite these errors, omissions and uncer
tainties, Burdett's map was a great step for
ward in presentation and surveying. 
Seamons Moss 

Members may remember that two or three 
weeks before Christmas last year, Seamon's 
Moss old school building was sold by auction 
in Knutsford and fetched half a million. The 
buyer, a builder, intended to keep the shell of 
the building, but develop seven or eight apart
ments inside, and almost immediately after 
the sale, he started work on the conversion. 
Last summer, a team of STAG members sur
veyed the outside of the building and on an
other occasion, assessed the possibility oftak
ing down the roll-of-honour boards from the 
main hall. 

Unfortunately, even though the members 
involved were keen enough, it was obvious 
on inspection that these boards were too big 
and heavy to attempt to take them down 
without the risk of a serious accident. The 
boards had been protected by sheets of hard- � 

board covering the gold-lettered lists of 
head boys, scholarship winners and, pre
sumably, headmasters. This protection is 
still in place, so the details remain hidden. 
There are two large rectangular boards and 
one wide one, 1 5  feet long by about 5 feet 
high. I got word that the builder did not 
have a use for these boards and if they were 



to be rescued, he would have his men take 
them down. I therefore went to see him and 
organised their removal, all done on the 
shortest day and with the willing 
co-operation of several friends; all members 
of STAG. The job was all the more difficult 
on this occasion because the floors had been 
removed, which meant that the boards were 

one storey higher than previously, but suc

cess was achieved with the professional 
co-operation of the builder's men. The cost 
of their removal was paid for by Altrincham 

History Society. The boards are now in safe 
keeping, in Sale Town Hall. What will  be

come of them remains to be seen, but at \ 
least they have been saved from a bonfire. 

Will they ever grace a wall in a heritage 
centre, or perhaps a community library? 

When the rolls are uncovered, it is probable 
that the scholars recorded thereon will  have 

played their parts in the development of the 
town and it would have been a pity to have 

lost all remembrance of the school's most 

treasured records. 
As a footnote, it m ight be mentioned that 

the school only closed in 1 93 8  and that at 
one time it was one of the two main schools 

in Altrincham, the other being St. George's.  
It was originally founded, along w ith Little 
Heath at Dunham Town, with money left by 
Thomas Walton of Dunham Woodhouses, 
attorney and steward to the Earl of 
Warrington, a salt master and landowner. It 
has been arranged that our Society wil l  
work w ith the Altrincham branch of the 

Family History Society of Cheshire to re
cord the names on the boards and try and 
fmd out about those people and what contri
butions they made to the area. 

Such educational establishments, covered 

by covenants, are protected by two Acts of 
Parliament; the 1 84 1  School Sites Act and 
the 1 977 Reverters Act, whereby the sites 
have to be maintained for Educational pur
poses, or the proceeds resulting from their 

sale must again be used for educational pur
poses. This has applied recently to a church 
school in the area, so I believe. 
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SOURCE OF WATER FOR DUNHAM MILL 

While reading documents in the Stamford Ar

chive for South Trafford Archaeological 
Group, I came across three indentures, made 

in 1 622, allowing the lord of the manor, Sir 
George Booth, to construc! a watercourse 

through lands in Altrincham belonging to 

three separate landowners. The purpose was 
to supply water from springs on Hale Moss to 
the mill at Dunham. The mill of course is 
powered by water from the moat. 
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Jim Haworth 
I was curious to know what route this wa

ter course could have followed and decided, 

not w ith any great hopes of success, to 
check whether any of the field names men
tioned in the indentures were still in use 

when the tithe apportionment was drawn up 
in 1 835.  Here I was lucky; three of the 
names did feature in the apportionment, and 
on the tithe map I found not only the fields 

but, to my great surprise, the watercourse it-



This map is taken from the Report by Robert Rawlinson of 1851 conceming the sewage, 
drainage and water supply for Altrincham. It shows the Altrincham ha" of the open water 
course running close to the Bridgewater canal. The stretch between Manchester Road and 
Hale Moss was culverted and therefore not shown on this particular map. 

self still obviously in use after 200 years. 
My original question regarding the route 

was now largely answered, at least as far as 
the Altrincham section was concerned. 
From Hale Moss, the ditch led north then 
roughly north-west towards Seamon's Moss 
where the map ends; in other words it went 
the "long way" round the town, utilising 
suitable contours before heading across to 
Dunham. 

A further question which now immedi
ately sprang to mind was whether it might 
have survived to the present day. 

Following (with difficulty and mis-
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takes !), the route revealed by the map, 
searched for any remaining sections of open 
ditch, but of course a century and a half of 
urban development mean that it must have 
been culveted a long time ago. Neverthe
less, one picturesque trace can still be seen, 
namely the duck-ponds in Stamford Park, 
fed by the watercourse and a tributary which 
are clearly indicated, at what was Hale 
Moss, by two lines of manholes crossing the 
park. 

The culverting meant that I was reduced 
to examining manholes along the supposed 
route without being sure of their signifi-



cance. Towards Seamon's Moss the trail pe
tered out and I began to wonder if the water 
had been diverted into the Bridgewater Ca
nal when this was constructed in the 1 760's. 
However, at this point fellow 
STAG-member Chris Hill revealed two cru
cial pieces of evidence. First he produced 
the records of the Altrincham and District 
Natural History and Literary Society for 
1 928 which mention that a spring near 
Altrincham Station fed the moat at Dunham. 
He also located the watercourse on the tithe 
map for Dunham, shown on the north side 
of the canal; it passed under the canal at 
Broadheath and back again close to Dun
ham Hall. Subsequent reference to the 
Stamford Archive revealed how important 
the watercourse was; its preservation being 
one of the chief conditions insisted upon in 
negotiations with the Duke of Bridge water. 

A second search showed that this section 
too must have been culverted at some stage 
although most of the field-boundaries it fol
lowed are still in place. The total length of 
the original ditch was approximately three 
and a half miles. 

Eventually, investigations at the Dunham 
end produced some pleasing results. On the 
north side of the Hall there is a long lawn 
with a view towards an obelisk beyond the 
canal. Among the trees bordering the west 
of the lawn a linear, muddy depression 
marks the fmal stage of the original ditch, 
leading to the moat. Moreover there is a 
manhole, about seven or eight yards south 
of the wooden footbridge, covered by flag
stones; it is possible to look. down and see 
the culvert which replaced the ditch. The 
watercourse reaches the park here, after 
passing under the canal, along a straight line 
diagonally across the field to the right as 
you face the obelisk. Parts of the water-
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course can be seen in two recently rediscov
ered features in this field (not visible from 
the roadside), which have provisionally 
been named "sheepwashes". These carefully 
made structures in dressed stone, allowing 
access to the water, are well worth a visit. 
The water in them now is only from the 
field surface; there is no sign of the culvert 
entering the further one, which proves con
clusively that the watercourse is now de
funct, and presumably water from the vari
ous springs must have been diverted into the 
local drainage system. However, the 
"sheepwashes" are a fascinating adjunct to 
the story of the watercourse and if pre
served, as they surely deserve to be, should 
ensure that traces of it at the Dunham end do 
not disappear altogether. 

Footnote by Chris Hill 

In addition to the reference in print which Jim 
mentions, my father remembered that the wa
tercourse had been dye-tested with fluo
rescein, confirming that it still fed the moat, 
and it was this investigation to which T.A. 
Coward referred, when he thanked the head 
gardener at Dunham Hall, for showing the 
Society round the gardens in 1 928. (2 1st An
niversary book for Altrincham and District 
Natural History and Literary Society, 1 928.) 
The route of the watercourse can be followed 
on the table-top relief map of Altrincham and 
district, now in Sale Local Studies Centre. 

Two other indicators that the route from 
Altrincham to Dunham is convenient by the 
direction described are as follows. First, the 
Bridgewater canal follows a level contour, 
but there is a s lope in Altrincham all the 
way from the bottom of Cavendish Road to 
the canal at Broadheath; while at the Dun
ham end, the canal is on an embankment 
well above the surrounding countryside. 
The second indicator is that when the ex-
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tended west end of Atlantic Street was de
veloped with industrial premises, the extra 
sewage requirements needed a much larger 
pipe to be laid roughly on the route of the 

waterway, as far as the sewage plant at Dun
ham Woodhouses. Both show that a reason
able incline, suitable for draining water, ex
ists along this stretch of country. 

GOSSIP AND SCANDAL IN BOWDON AND 

ALTRINCHAM 
Part 1 

The Treacherous Vicar of Bowdon 

According to the Helsby edition of Ormerod, 
Ralph Hough, vicar of Bowdon, 1 582-87, 
'married Blanche, a widow in Peever or 
Peover, about 1 585 . . .  He lived with her 
about a year, then fled away from her after 
selling her goods, came back to her again, 
sold her goods, and ran away for good.' 

There were still Houghs living in Peover, 
Bowdon and Hale in the late seventeenth 
century. 

Ralph Chorlton's Will, 1634 

On 1 5th January, 1 634 Ralph Chorlton of 
Altrincham asked his friend John Goulden to 
write his will and his other friends John Har
rison, John Beardsley and Robert MiIlatt to 
witness it. There was nothing strange in this. 
There was nothing strange about the will ei
'
ther. It left the usual one-third to Ralph's wife 
Elizabeth. I Small amounts were left to 
Ralph's godchildren of I s  each. In addition, 
he gave further small amounts to various chil

dren: £8 to the children of John Neild; £ 1 0  to 
the children of Thomas Hesketh of 
Altrincham, yeoman. William and Elizabeth 
Devis, the children of Ralph Devis the youn
ger, of Altrincham, yeoman, were given £2 
each. Forty shillings were bequeathed to Eliz
abeth Johnson, the wife of John Johnson of 
Stockport, and their daughter Margaret was 
given £2. Elizabeth was probably Ralph 
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Jill Groves 
Chorlton's daughter and had probably already 
had Her 'child's portion' on her marriage to 
John Johnson, so £2 was a good additional 
amount. Cicelie Chorlton, Ralph's daugh
ter-in-law was left £ 1 .  A further £ 1  was be
queathed to Ralph Devis the elder of 
Altrincham. 

However, Ralph left the rest and residue 
to his two executors, Thomas Hesketh and 
Ralph Devis the younger. This was unusual, 
especially given that Ralph Chorlton was 
worth £335 2s 5d in his goods and chattels 
alone. Most of this was in money lent out at 
interest on bond - a total of £2 1 3  7s 7d. So if 
Ralph was worth £335 alone (the modem 
equivalent is £268,000), then Elizabeth was 
entitled to £ 1 1 2  (modem equivalent 
£89,600), the godchildren small bequests 
amounted to £30-35 .  The rest and residue, 
assuming only £ 1 0  for a very, very good fu
neral and wake, and no creditors, was £ 1 78 
for Thomas Hesketh and Ralph Devis l 
(£ 1 42,400 in m odem terms). Elizabeth 
Chorlton probably had debenture rights to l 
any land and house Ralph occupied, so this 
was probably all that Thomas Hesketh and 
Ralph Devis could expect. 

Even assuming that Thomas and Ralph 
were probably sons-in-law, and therefore 
family, someone asked themselves why 
these two benefited above everyone else and 
brought a case in the Consistory Court at 



Chester. Ralph Chorlton had at least one 
son, the one married to Cicelie. This son 
probably was entitled to the land and house 
after the death of Elizabeth the mother, but, 
being a youngish man with a young family 
he needed the money now. Another puzzle 
is that if the son and Cicelie had children 
why weren't they given bequests? 

Ralph Chorlton died on 4th February, 
1 634 and the inventory of his goods and 
chattels was taken on 20th February, 1 634. 
It shows Ralph to have been a small farmer 
with at least enough land to keep eight cat
tle, nineteen sheep and four pigs. He also 
rented two closes (or fields enclosed by 
hedges) from Robert Ashley, two more from 
Robert Parker and two parcels of land from 
Edward Bent. The house had seven rooms -
Parlour, Chamber above the Parlour, Dwell-
4tg House, Buttery, shop, Loft above the 
(Dwelling) House and probably a kitchen. 
There was probably also a barn. For its time 
this was a large house. The parlour. con
tained four beds. Whilst most parlours in the 
North-west in the seventeenth century were 
still being used as bedrooms, they were usu
ally master bedrooms. This one was clearly 
being used by many more than just the mas
ter and mistress of the house. There are also 
hints given in the goods listed in the shop 
and the buttery and in the ' Allegations' 
given in the Consistory Court at Chester that 
Ralph kept an alehouse. However, there was 
no sign of brewing, unusual for an alehouse 
keeper. 

Up to the making of the inventory all 
seemed to be going we I]. Then, on 1 3th 
March, 1 634, the two executors, Thomas 
Hesketh and Ralph Devis, petitioned against 
the will in the Consistory Court through 
their proctor (or representative) Mr John 
Barkley. On 4th May, 1 63 5  the two execu-
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tors presented their petition to Mr Matthew 
Anderton in the Consistory Court. At the 
same time the 'Allegations' were presented 
and written up. Why Thomas Hesketh and 
Ralph Devis petitioned against the will 
when they were the main beneficiaries is not 
clear. Perhaps they were taking up the cud
gels on behalf of others who should have 
had more in the interests offamily harmony. 

Unfortunately the answers to the 'Allega
tions' no longer exist, which is a great 
shame because they would have made very 
interesting reading. However, the 'Allega
tions' are enough to give a picture of Ralph 
Chorlton's last few weeks and perhaps a 
reason why the executors didn't want the 
will proved. 

The basis of the objections is that Ralph 
was not of sound mind. 

'8. It[e]m, whether doth he knowe or hath he 
hued [heard] thother and Ralph Chorlton the 
p[re]tended testator by reason of this 
greavinge and longe sicknes was in Decem
ber and January last before his decease very 
much weakened and decayed for his senses 
made and memory so that he did often time 
speake and utter vaine senceless wordes 
arguaving [arguing] his insanitie and 
imp[er]fection of his minde and 
meamorie . . .  ' 

The 'Allegation' implied that an 
unspecified bereavement, perhaps a close 
family bereavement, had tipped the balance 
of Ralph Chorlton's mind. Ralph was 
probably at least sixty-seven in 1 63 3  - quite 
an old man in the seventeenth century, 
although octogenarians were not 
uncommon. He was offering to buy old 
horses and drive them to 'Tidsall' ,  which 
could be Tideswell in Derbyshire, a long 
distance. Why people in Tideswell should 



want to buy old horses isn't clear. Perhaps 
Tideswell had a horse fair. Then Ralph 
would fill up the pots of his customers in the 
shop, make loud toasts and talk of his grief. 

Ralph took to his bed on 1 5th January 
and John Goulden was sent for to write his 
will. The nearest Goulden family lived in 
Bowdon. The 'Allegations' wanted to know 
who sent for John Goulden. 

John apparently had a hard time trying to 
get Ralph to focus his mind on the will, so 
he had to prompt him, naming the legatees 
one by one and asking what Ralph would 
give them. The other witnesses to the will 
(John Harrison, John Beardsley and Robert 
Millatt) seem to have been alehouse cus
tomers, probably in Altrincham on market 
day to sell cattle and provisions. John Harri-

son may have been a member of the gentry 
family of Flixton. The Beardsley family 
came from Dunham Massey and the 
MilletsIMillatts from Carrington. 

The judgement of the Consistory Court 
also no longer exists, so it is impossible to 
tell if Ralph's will was fmally proved or he 
was declared to have died intestate. How
ever, the will which now is in Cheshire Re
cord Office is a copy of the original, proba
bly done for some of Ralph's other relatives. 

Notes 
1 .  A Ralph Chorlton married an Elizabeth 
Shelmerdine at St. Mary's Church, Stockport on 
1 st October, 1 592. This is a very likely candidate 
for Ralph Chorlton of Altrincham. (Information 
from IGl on LDS Internet site at 
www.familysearch.org.) 

THE MAYOR'S LANDS 

In October 1 770, the then Mayor of 
Altrincham, William Taylor, and his support
ers, began an action in the Consistory Court 
of Chesterl with a view to having himself de
clared the executor of part of the estate of an
other Mayor of Altrincham who had died 
over fifty years before. The 'Mayor's Lands' 
were pieces of land enclosed from Thorley 
Moor, Seamon's Moss and Hale Moss. The 
enclosures on Thorley Moor and Seamon's 
Moss were granted to the then Mayor of 
Altrincham, John Eccles, in 1 699 for a rent of 
1 s which had risen to 5s by 1 77 1 .  The land 
was to be used by the Mayors of Altrincham 
during the term of their mayoralty for the 
good of Altrincham, or at least its burgesses. 

These Mayor's Lands were then sublet by 
John Eccles as Mayor in 1 699 on three-life 
leases to Henry Smith, who had the Mayor's 
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Field or Seamon' s Moss Field for the armual 
rent of £2 5s, and to Harnnett Caldwell, who 
had Thorley Moor for the armual rent of £3 
5s. Three life leases were the customary 
leases for most of the North-west and other 
parts of the country into the mid-to-late 
eighteenth century. These leases were to 
run, in theory at least, for the term of either 
ninety-nine years or the lives of three people 
named in the original lease. In practice these 
leases certainly never ran for ninety-nine 
years and rarely for the complete lifetimes 
of the three people named. It was common 
for the landlord to ask, if not demand, that 
the lease be surrendered and renewed after 
the death of two of the lives. This was be
cause the entry fme on the renewed lease 
couid be from six to thirty times2 the armual 
rent. The Earl of Warrington often asked his 



tenants to add a life to their leases within a 

certain time for a certain entry fme, such as 
£25. The 1 70 I Rental Survey has the occa
sional complaint of 'This lease has been 
hanging by one life for some time' .3 

The lives named in a lease would often be 

the main tenant, his wife and a child, or the 
main tenant, and two children (daughters as 
well as sons), or occasionally the main ten

ant, a child and a grandchild. The original 
lease might run for thirty years if the tenants 

were lucky. However, the landlord's press
ing need for money might mean that it ran 
for less than twenty years. For example, the 

Tattons had mortgages on their 

Wythenshawe estates for various sums and 
these mortgages had to be renegotiated with 
different mortgagors in 1 674 and 
1 699- 1 700. It is hardly surprising that large 
numbers of leases with two or less lives left 

were demanded to be surrendered and re

newed. 
By 1 77 1  the Mayor's Field had passed to 

Joshua Barrow, who had sublet it to Thomas 
Ashley, and Thorley Moor had had its lease 
renewed in 1 759 when the last life in the 

lease, Martha Royle, had renewed it with 
the then Mayor, Richard Royle.4 By 1 77 1  
Thorley Moor was in the hands of Martha' s 

son William Royle. 

In 1 77 1  William Taylor was probably 
trying to renew the leases and raise the 
rents. Or at least this is what the defendants, 

the two tenants, William Royle and Joshua 

Barrow, suspected. The way he went about 

it might seem very strange to us today, tak
ing the matter to a church court, but there 
were no rent tribunals in the eighteenth cen
tury. Because the land had been given to the 

mayoralty of Altrincham when John Eccles 

was mayor, William Taylor reasoned that it 
must have been included in his real estate 
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when he died in 1 729. In that year William 

Taylor, senior, was the mayor and it was he 
who, in theory at least, was administering 
the land. 

Naturally, neither of John Eccles's exec
utors, his daughter Hannah Eccles and Peter 
Shakerley, administered the Mayor's Land, 

so it remained unadministered at their 
deaths. Nevertheless, William Taylor junior 

pursued the surviving relatives of John 
Eccles - the elderly son-in-law, James 

Whitelegg of Northenden, shoemaker, and 
his son William of Stretford, schoolmaster 
and tried to bully them into taking on the 
executorship of the remaining estate of John 

Eccles, i.e. the Mayor's Land, and then 
handing it over to himself. This had the re
sult of the executorship being batted be
tween father and son between the end of Oc
tober 1 770 and the end of March 1 77 1 ,  but 
each time they stated that the executorship 

should not go to William Taylor. The ten
ants themselves made a statement on 1 8th 

April 1 77 1 ,  detailing the Mayor's Land and 
the leases. They offered to go to the eigh

teenth century equivalent of arbitration, get

ting their neighbours and the burgesses of 
Altrincham to adjudicate as to whether or 
not they were paying fair rents. Nothing 

more appears in the deposition papers, so 
perhaps William Taylor accepted the ten
ants' offer and the case went to Altrincham 
Court Leet. S From October 1 770 to April 

1 77 1  the case took seven months, quite 

speedy for the Consistory Court which 

could take years over will disputes. 

If anyone has any information on what 
happened about the Mayor's Land and the 
rents, the editor would be very interested. 

Notes 
I .  The Consistory Court was an ecc1esiatical 



court which dealt with many aspects of life from 
slander and libel to the proving of wills and dis
putes over wills. 
2. Thirty times the annual rent was normally de
manded when the tenement or land was being 
sold to the tenant, in the case of the Tattons of 
Wythenshaw who demanded thirty times the an
nual rent as the sale price on a large number of 
their tenements between 1 700 and 1 720. These 
tenements or farms became leasehold with the 
tenants paying their old rents as ground rent or 
'chief rents' .  The tenants then owned their farms 
and could pass them on to heirs without having 
to pay heriots or even sell the farms. 
3.  1 701  Rental Survey of the Dunham Massey 

estates transcribed by Joyce Littler. 
4. I have not been able to find out if Martha 
Royle, who was Hamnett Caldwell's daughter, 
was the wife of Richard Royle, but I suspect she 
was. 
5. Most of the information for this article comes 
from the Depositions and Allegations to the Will 
of John Eccles of Altrincham, shoemaker, 1 770. 
Many thanks are due to Mr John Mitchell, who 
is researching the Eccles family of Altrincham 
and Bowdon, for bringing the Depositions to my 
attention. 

One branch of the Eccles family, that of John 
Eccles, eldest son of John Eccles the shoemaker, did 
very well for themselves, becoming lawyers and 

gentlemen by the end of the eighteenth century. 

WHO WAS WHO IN BOWDON, 1600-50 
Katherine Simpson to Venables 

KATHERINE SIMPSON OF BOWDON, 

1607 

Date: 1 1th February, 1 606/07. 
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage status: by licence on 1 1 th Febru
ary' 1 606/07 at Grappenhall 
Spouse: John Whitby of Frodsham, and later 
Bowdon. 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences, 
1606-16. 

RALPH SIMPSON OF BOWDON, 1611 

Date: 20th February, 1 6 1 0/1 1 
Parents: Edmund Simpson of Bow don, yeo
man d. l 6 1 1 ?  
Creditors: Edmund Simpson o f  Bow don, 
yeoman, 1 6 1 1 £ 1  
Documents: Inventory of Edmund Simpson 
of Bowdon, yeoman, 1 6 1 1 . 

RICHARD SIMPSON OF BOWDON, 

1642 

Date: 1 642 

Compiled by Jill Groves 
Residence: Bowdon 
Notes: Richard Simpson signed the Grand 
Remonstrance against the coming Civil War 
between the King and Parliament in 1 642. 
Documents: Grand Remonstrance for 
Bowdon, 1 642 
WILLIAM SIMPSON OF BOWDON, 

1628 

Date: 8th August, 1 628 
Residence: Bowdon 
Notes: bondsman to John Timperley of 
Bowdon when he married Anne Ardem of 

. Timperley by licence at Bowdon on 8th Au
gust, 1 628 
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Documents: Chester Marriage Licences 
1624-32, Part 3. 

BARBARA SMITH OF BOWDON, 1626 

Date: 2nd August, 1 626 
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage status: by licence on 2nd August, 
1 626 at Taxal, Cheshire. Bondsman John 
Warrington 



Spouse: Edward Downes of Bow don 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences 
1624-32, Part 3. 

EDMUND SMITH OF MANCHESTER 
AND BOWDON, 1613, 1616 
Date: 1 6th January, 1 6 12113;  28th August, 
1 6 1 6  
Residence: Manchester and Bowdon 
Marriage status: by licence on 28th August, 
1 6 16 at Middleton or Eccles, Lancashire. 
Spouse: Mary Wrigley of Middle ton, 
Lancashire 
Debtors: £6 on bond James Jones of Ash
ton-on-Mersey, yeoman, 1 6 1 3  
Documents: Will of James Jones o f  Ash
ton-on-Mersey, yeoman, 1 6 1 3 ;  Chester Mar
riage Licences, 1616-24. 

ELIZABETH SMITH OF BOWDON, 

1641 
Date: 7th October, 1 64 1  
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage status: by licence on 7th October, 
1 64 1  at Bowdon or Rostheme. Bondsman 
Ralph Claworth. 
Spouse: Edward Astle of Bowdon 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences 
1639-44, Part 4 

ELLEN SMITH OF BOWDON, 1 61 8  
Date: 6th June, 1 6 1 8  
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage status: by licence on 6th June, 
1 6 1 8  at Ashton-on-Mersey or Flixton. 
Spouse: George Barlow of Bow don 
Documents: Chester Mar!iage Licences 
1616-24. 

GEORGE SMITH OF BOWDON, 1615 
Date: 1 6th February, 1 6 1 4/15 ;  30th Decem
ber, 1 6 1 5  
Residence: Bowdon 
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Marriage status: by licence on 1 6th Febru
ary, 1 6 14115 at Bowdon or Rostheme 
Spouse: Elizabeth Bruer (Brewer?) of 
Bowdon 
Notes: bondsman to William Holt of 
Timperley when he married Alice Gorton of 
Ashton-Under-Lyne, Lancashire 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences 
1606-16. 

GEORGE SMITH OF BOWDON, 1617 
Date: 5th June, 1 6 1 7 
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage status: by licence on 5th June, 
1 6 1 7  at Rostheme or Bowdon 
Spouse: Anne Massey of Bow don 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences 
1616-24. 

GEORGE SMITH OF BOWDON, 1640 

Date: 1 st October, 1 640 
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage status: by licence on 1 st October, 
1 640 at Rostheme or Daresbury 
Spouse: Elizabeth Percivall of Run corn, 
widow. Bondsman Richard Brutch of Dun
ham Massey. 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences 
1639-44, Part 4. 

. 

HUGH SMITH OF BOWDON, 1613 

Date: 1 7th April, 1 6 1 3  
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage Status: Married by licence on 1 7th 
April, 1 6 1 3 at Bowdon Church or Rostheme 
Church. Bondsman, Hugh Worrall 
Spouse: Anne Massey, widow of Richard 
Massey. of Bowdon (d. 1 6 1  0) 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences, 
1606-16. 



JOHN SMITH OF BOWDON, 1641, 1 642 
Date: 2 1st April, 1 64 1 ;  1 642 
Residence: Bowdon 
Occupation: Minister or lecturer of Bowdon 
parish 
Literacy: Signed Grand Remonstrance in 
1 642 
Creditors: Edmund Simpson of Bowdon, 
gentleman, 1 64 1  £2 
Documents: Inventory ofEdmund Simpson 
of Bow don, gentleman, 1 64 1 ;  Grand Remon
strance for Bowdon, 1 642. 

JOHN SMITH OF BOWDON, 1642 
Date: 1 642 
Residence: Bowdon 
Notes: John Smith signed the Grand Remon
strance against the coming Civil War between 
the King and Parliament in 1 642. 
Documents: Grand Remonstrance for 
Bowdon, 1 642. 

MARY SMITH OF BOWDON, 1629 
Date: 30th January, 1 628129 
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage status: by licence on 30th January, 
1 628/29 at Rostheme or Bowdon. Bondsman 
Randle Stubbs 
Spouse: Edward Kelsall of Bowdon 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences 
1 624-32, Part 3. 

ELaABETH SOROCOLD OF 

BOWDON, 1649 
Date: 1 st February, 1 649 
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage Status: Married 
Spouse: John Sorocold of Bowdon 
Occupation ofspouse: Yeoman 
Children: None living in 1 649 
Executrix: Will of John Sorocold of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1 649 (husband) 

24 

Notes: She was left £ 1 30 of goods by her 
husband. 
Documents: Will of John Sorocold of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1 649. 

JOHN SOROCOLD OF BOWDON, 1 634, 
1642, 1649 
Date: 3rd September, 1 634; 1 642; 1 st Febru
ary, 1 648/49 
Residence: Bowdon 
Occupation/status: Yeoman 
Parend: Possibly William Sorocold of Man
chester 
Occupation of father: Shearman 
Brothers and sisters: ? Chorlton, sister; ? 
Spencer, sister; unnamed brother 
Other kin: The Vawdreys of Bowdon were 
cousins. Alexander Vawdrey was the grand
son of Alexander Sorocold of Manchester; 
William of Ch or It on of Manchester, nephew; 
Richard Spencer, nephew; Cicelie WaIter 
(nee Spencer), niece; Jane Bloomeley (nee 
Spencer), niece; Ellen Cows ill of Sal ford (nee 
Spencer), niece; Anne Parke of Manchester 
(nee Spencer), niece; Alice and Ellen 
Chorlton, nieces; John Sorocold of Manches
ter, nephew; Robert Sorocold, cousin 
Marriage Status: Married 
Spouse: Elizabeth 
Children: No children living in 1 648 
Charity to Poor: Gave to Poor of Bow don 
£ 1  
Landholding: 1 tack of ground which was 
part of Saunders' s tenement worth £ 12 
Date of death: 1 649 
Notes: John Sorocold left £ 1 0  in bequests to 
nieces and nephews and £ 1 30 to his wife. It 
does appear that the Sorocold family had 
disppeared from Bowdon by 1 664. 
Executors: Elizabeth Sorocold, wife, and 
George Vawdrey of Dunham Woodhouse, 
gentleman 



Witnesses of Will: William Hesketh and 
John Eaton 
Appraiser: Alexander Vawdrey of Bowdon, 
yeoman, 1 634 
Appraisers of inventory: John Eaton, James 
Birche, John Leather and Richard Higgenson 
Inventory worth: £1 39 14s 6d 
House: Little parlour above the houise, great 
parlour, chamber over great parlour, chamber 
below the lower floor, house. 5 rooms. 
Debtors: Mr William Hulton 19s 8d; Richard 
Sorocold; several other unnamed debtors ow
ing a total of £5 
Notes: John Sorocold signed the Grand Re
monstrance against the coming Civil War be
tween the King and Parliament in 1 642. 
Documents: Will of Alexander Vawdrey of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1634; Will and inventory 
of John Sorocold of Bow don, yeoman, 1649. 

ANNE ST ARKEY OF BOWDON, 1613 
Date: 30th June, 16 13  
Residence: Vicarage, Bowdon 
Parents: ? Worrall 
Brother: Hugh Worrall of Bow don 
Other kin: George Litherland, son-in-law; 
Anne Proffet, sister-in-law (Henry Starkey's 
sister); Dorothy Worrall, sister-in-law 
(Hugh's wife) 
Marriage Status: Married 
Spouse: Henry Starkey of Bow don, d. 1613  
Occupation of spouse: Vicar of Bowdon 
Children: Margaret and Jane Starkey, Joan 
Litherland 
Executorship: Will of Henry Starkey of 
Bowdon, vicar, 16 13  
Notes: She was left her widow's third of 
Henry Starkey's goods, plus one-third share 
of the rest and residue from the third part of 
Henry's goods. 
Documents: Will of Henry Starkey of 
Bowdon, vicar, 16 13. 
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HENRY ST ARKEY OF BOWDON, 1613 
Date: 30th June, 16 13  
Residence: Vicarage, Bowdon? 
Occupation/status: Vicar of Bowdon from 
1597 to 16 13  
Parents: 
Occupation of father: 
Sisters: Anne Proffet nee Starkey 
Occupation of brothers: 

Other kin: George Litherland, son-in-law; 
Hugh Worral, brother-in-law. 
Marriage Status: Married 
Spouse: Anne Starkey nee Worrall of 
Bowdon 
Children: Margaret and Jane Starkey, Joan 
Litherland 
Witnesses ofWiU: George Vawdrey (who 
wrote it) 
Executor ofWiU: Anne Starkey 
Appraisers of inventory: George Birch, 
Thomas Hesketh, Richard Eaton and Ralph 
Hunt 
Debtors: Mr Edward Vawdrey of the 
Riddings, Timperley ror part of the rent oftht 
Vicarage of Bow don for Candlemas £5 and 
for Midsummer 1612 £ 1 1 ;  John DeJahay of 
TimperJey and Richard Toung (surety) £2 3s  
4d; WiIliam Grantham ofRyecroft, Bowdon 
£1 1 3s; WiIliam Warburton ofDunham £1 2� 
8d; John Cotterell ofDunham 2s. 
Inventory worth: £74 1 2s 2d 
Notes: Henry Starkey, as well as being Vicar 
of Bowdon, was also a substantial farmer. He 
had 12  cows, 4 two-winter heifers, 3 stirks 
and 40 sheep, but otherwise his goods and

· 

chattels were such that a moderately success
ful yeoman farmer would have. 

Henry Starkey divided his goods into 3 
parts as convention demanded: one part for 
his wife Ann, one for his two unmarried 
daughters Margaret and Jane and one third to 
be divided between Margaret Starkey, his 



daughter, Joan Litherland and her husband 
George and his sister Ann Proffet. 
Documents: Will and inventory of Henry 
Starkey of Bow don, Vicar, 1 6 1 3 .  

JANE STARKEY O F  BOWDON, 1613 
Date: 30th June, 1 6 1 3  
Residence: Vicarage, Bowdon in 1 6 1 3  
Parents: Henry Starkey of Bowdon and 
Anne n,e Worrall 
Occupation offather: Vicar of Bow don, 
1 597- 1 6 1 3  
Grandparents: ? Worrall (maternal) 
Sisters: Margaret Starkey and Joan 
Litherland nee Starkey 
Other kin: George Litherland, 
brother-in-law; Hugh Worrall, maternal un
cle; Dorothy Worrall, aunt by marriage; Anne 
Proffet, paternal aunt. 
Marriage Status: Single 
Notes: Jane was left one half of one third of 
her father's goods (the other half went to her 
sister Margaret) and one third share of the rest 
and residure of the last third of her father's 
goods. 
Documents: Will of Henry Starkey of 
Bowdon, Vicar, 1 6 1 3 .  

�GARET STARKEY OF BOWDON 
AND AL TRINCHAM, 1613, 1627 

Date: 30th June, 1 6 13 ;  June 1 627 
Residence: Vicarage, Bowdon in 1 6 13;  
Altrincham in  1 627 
Parents: Henry Starkey of Bow don and 
Anne nee Worrall 
Occupation of father: Vicar of Bowdon, 
1 597- 1 6 1 3  
Grandparents: ? Worrall (maternal) 
Sisters: Jane Starkey and Joan Litherland nee 
Starkey 
Other kin: George Litherland, brother
in-law; Hugh Worrall, maternal uncle; Doro-
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. thy Worrall, aunt by marriage; Anne Proffet, 
paternal aunt. 
Marriage Status: Single until at least 1 627 
Notes: Margaret was left one half of one third 
of her father's goods (the other half went to 
her sister Jane). She was also given 4 marks 
or £ 1 6s 8d and one third share of the rest and 
residure of the last third of her father's goods. 
Margaret was bondswoman to the marriage 
of her friends John Gibbon and Margery King 
in June 1 627. She was then living in 
Altrincham. She must have been a woman of 
some substance and standing. A bond on a 
marriage licence could be as much as £200, 
forfeit if the parties did not marry. Few 
women were bondswomen to friends and rel
atives applying for marriage licences. 
Documents: Will of Henry Starkey of 
Bowdon, Vicar, 1 6 1 3 ;  Chester Marriage 
Licences, 1606-1 6. 

RANDLE STUBBS OF BOWDON, 1629 

Date: 30th January, 1 628129 
Notes: bondsman to Edward Kelsall of 
Bowdon when he married Mary Smith of 
Bowdon by licence on 30th January, 1 628129 
at Rostherne or Bowdon 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences 
1624-32, Part 3. 

ANNE TA YLOR OF BOWDON, 1618 

Date: 8th July, 1 6 1 8  
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage status: by licence on 8th July, 
1 6 1 8  at Rostherne or N orthenden 
Spouse: Richard Kenyon ofWilmslow 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences 
1616-24 

HENRY TAYLOR OF BOWDON, I 608 
Date: 8th April, 1 608 
Residence: Bowdon 



Occupation/status: 
Marriage status: by licence on 8th April, 
1608 at Flixton or Bowdon 
Spouse: Sibel Lingard of Bowdon, spinster 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences 
1606-16. 

JOHN TA YLOR OF BOWDON, 1618 

Date: 9th January, 16 17118 
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage status: by licence on 9th January, 
16 1711 8 at Bowdon or Rostheme. Bondsman 
James Hollinpriest 
Spouse: Beatrice Vawdrey of Bowdon 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences 
1616-24. 

JOHN TILLSLEY OF BOWDON, 1 642 
Date: 1 642 
Residence: Bowdon 
Notes: John Tillsley signed the Grand Re
monstrance against the coming Civil War be
tween the King and Parliament in 1642 . . 

Documents: Grand Remonstrance for 
Bowdon, 1642 

JOHN TIMPERLEY OF BOWDON, 1628 

Date: 8th August, 1628 
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage status: by licence on 8th August, 
1628 at Bowdon. Bondsman William 
Simpson 
Spouse: Anne Ardeme of Bow don 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences 
1624-32, Part 3. 

EDWARD TIPPING OF,BOWDON, 1628 

Date: 2 1 st November, 1628 
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage status: by licence on 2 1  st Novem
ber, 1628 at Bowdon or Eccles. Bondsman 
John Ashton 

2 7  

Spouse: Elizabeth Tipping of Bowdon 
Notes: Edward and Elizabeth had been previ
ously married, but possibly they felt the mar
riage wasn't legal enough for some reason. 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences 
1624-32, Part 3. 

ELIZABETH TIPPING OF BOWDON, 
1628 

Date: 16th May, 1628 
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage status: by licence on 16th May, 
1628 at Ashton-on-Mersey, Manchester or 
Bowdon. 
Spouse: William Pott of Bowdon 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences 
1624-32, Part 3. 

ELIZABETH TIPPING OF BOWDON, . 

1628 

Date: 2 1 st November, 1 628 
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage status: by licence on 2 1 st Novem
ber, 1628 at Bowdon or Eccles. Bondsman 
John Ashton 
Spouse: Edward Tipping of Bow don 
Notes: Edward and Elizabeth had been previ
ously married, but possibly they felt the mar
riage wasn't legal enough for some reason. 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences 
1624-32, Part 3. 

ISABEL TIPPING OF BOWDON, 1631 

Date: 13th June, 163 1  
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage status: by licence on 1 3th June, 
163 1  at Haslington, Cheshire, Bowdon or 
Manchester. Bondsman Hugh Page 
Spouse: Hugh Yannis/Janney of Bow don 

RALPH TONG OF BOWDON, 1630 

Date: 29th January, 1629/30 



Residence: · Bowdon 
Marriage status: by licence on 29th January, 
1 629/30 at Northenden. 
Spouse: Margaret Parker. 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences 
1624-32, Part 3. 

LAWRENCE UPTON OF BOWDON, 
1617 
Date: 28th May, 1 6 1 7  
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage status: by licence on 28th May, 
1 6 1 7  at Ashton-on-Mersey or Northenden. 
Bondsman James Brundrett 
Spouse: ElIen Partington of Bowdon. 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences 
1616-24. 

ELLEN URMSTON OF BOWDON, 1616 
Date: 12th February, 1 6 1 6/17 
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage status: 2nd marriage by licence on 
12th February, 1 6 1 61 17  at Bowdon. 
1st spouse: Richard Unnston of Bowdon 
2nd Spouse: WiIliam Rowlinson of Bowdon 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences, 
1616-24. 

RICHARD URMSTON OF BOWDON, 
1614, 1628 
Date: 8th April, 1 6 14; 8th May, 1 628 
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage status: married 
Spouse: Ellen 
Appraiser: Inventory ofWilliam Saunders of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1 6 14. 
Creditor: John Barrington of Bowdon, yeo
man, 1 625, 17s 
Date of death: September-December 1 61 6. 
Notes: Richard bought goods at the auction 
of Thomas Artenstall's goods and chattells in 
Altrincham in August 1 6 1 6. 

. Documents: Inventory of WiIliam Saunders 
of Bow don, yeoman, 1614; Accounts of 
Thomas Artenstall of Altrincham, 1 6 1 6; Ac
counts of John Barrington of Bowdon, yeo
man, 1628. 
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THOMAS URMSTON OF BOWDON, 
1605 
Date: 1 1th April, 1 605 
Residence: Bowdon 
Date of birth: 1 561  
Witness: Will of Thomas Eaton of Bowdon, 
1 605 (no longer exists) 
Notes: Called to give evidence on second will 
of Thomas Eaton before the Consistory Court 
in Chester 
Documents: Thomas Eaton of Bowdon, De
positions, 1 605. 

ALEXANDER VAWDREY OF 
BOWDON, YEOMAN, 1 61 0, 1 6 1 1 ,  1614, 
1625, 1629; 1634 
Date: 26th February, 1609110; 20th February, 
16 1011 1 ;  25th July, 1 6 16; 28th March, 1 625; 
28th August, 1 625; 9th February, 1629; 1 5th 
August, 1 634 
Residence: Bowdon 
Occupation:  Yeoman 
Parents: George Vawdrey of Bowdon, and 
Cicely, daughter of Alexander Sorocold of 
Manchester 
Occupation of father: Gentleman 
Other kin: John Sorocold, cousin; Thomas 
Leigh of Hulme, son-in-law; WiIliam Moores 
ofThelwall, son-in-law (d. by 1 634); John 
Drinkwater ofLymm, son-in-law; Anne 
Vawdrey, step-mother 
Marriage Status: Married 
Spouse: Ellen Vawdrey, d. before 1 634 
Children: George, Elizabeth Moores, ElIen 
Drinkwater, daughter married to Thomas 
Leigh (probably dead before 1 634); John 



Vawdrey alias Warburton (illegitimate) 
Grandchildren: Children of Thomas Leigh 
ofHulme; Children of Elizabeth Moores of 
Thelwall; Children of Ell en Drinkwater in
cluding John Drinkwater 
Landholding: Three-life lease on the Vicar
age of Bowdon worth £100. He leased a tack 
of meadow to Richard Massey of Bow don, 
yeoman, 1 6 1 0, for one year. It was worth £4 
8s 4d 
Inventory worth: £162 4s 2d 
Date of birth: c. 1 563 
Date of death: Before 1 5th August, 1 634 
Office: Alexander Vawdrey was Mayor of 
Altrincham in 1 6 1 6. 
Appraiser of his inventory: James Neild, 
John Sorocold 
Debtors: Mr Downes of Bowdon, l I s 4d; 
John Hardy of Bow don, 6s 8d; John 
Hurlebutt of Bow don; Richard Goulden of 
Bowdon. 
Executor of will: George Vawdrey of 
Bowdon, son. 
Appraiser: Goods ofEdmund Simpson of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 16 1 1 ;  goods of John 
Barrington of Bowdon, yeoman, 1 625; goods 
of Alexander Owen of Bowdon, clerk, 1 629 
Notes: When his father George died and his 
stepmother Anne was granted letters of ad
ministration of his father's property, Alexan
der Vawdrey objected on the grounds that the 
marriage of George and Anne in 1593 was 
not a valid one. Therefore, as lawful next of 
kin, Alexander should have the administra
tion of his father's property (which included 
the vicarage lands of Bow don). What the 
Consistory Court at Ches!er decided is not 
known. 

Alexander Vawdrey gave his Leigh grand
children a cow which he had lent to their fa
ther plus I s  each and £10 of the marriage por
tion still owed. He gave the Moores grand-
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children Is each and the same to the 
Drinkwater grandchildren. He also gave ev
eryone of his tenants I s  to be taken out of 
their first rents following his death. 

To his illegitimate son, John Vawdrey 
alias Warburton, Alexander Vawdrey gave £6 
1 3s 4d towards his education. 

To his servant Ellen Wardley Alexander 
Vawdrey gave a long list of items including a 
cow. He originally wanted to give her the 
lease of a little buttery too but he was per
suaded to change his mind before the will 
was sealed. It does seem that Ellen Wardley 
was probably Alexander's mistress. 

George Vawdrey, the son and heir, inher
ited the lease of the Vicarage. All the rest of 
the goods were also given to George. 
Documents: Inventory of Richard Massey of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1610; Inventory of 
Edmund Simpson of Bow don, yeoman, 16 1 1 ;  
Inventory of John Barrington of Bow don, 
yeoman, 1625; Inventory of Alexander Owen 
of Bow don, clerk, 1629; Will and inventory 
of Alexander Vawdrey of Bow don, yeoman, 
1634 

ANNE VA WDREY OF BOWDON, 1616 

Date: 25th July, 1 6 1 6  
Residence: Bowdon 
Parents: ? Bowdon ? 
Brother: George Bowdon of Bow don Hall, 
Bowdon (d. l 625)? 
Occupation of brother: gentleman 
Other kin: Step-son Alexander Vawdrey of 
Bowdon 
Marriage Status: married in 1593, second 
wife aged then 28 years. Married at Winwick 
by John Janney, curate of the New Church 
Spouse: George Vawdrey of Bowdon 
Occupation of spouse: gentleman 
Children: No known children 
Landholding: After her husband's death de-



benture rights in the lease of the vicarage 
lands in Bowdon 
Date of birtb: 1 565 
Date of deatb: before 1 634 
Notes: After her husband's death, Anne got 
letters of administration over his goods and 
property. However, her stepson, Alexander, 
objected on the grounds that George's and 
Anne's marriage at Winwick in 1593 was not 
valid, and that he as lawful next ofkin should 
be granted letters of administration instead. 
Documents: George Vawdrey of Bowdon, 
gentleman, Depositions, 1616 .  

BEATRICE VA WDREY O F  BOWDON, 

1618 

Date: 9th January, 1 6 1 71 18  
Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage status: by licence on 9th January, 
1 6 1 7/18  at Bowdon or Rostheme. Bondsman 
James Hollinpriest 
Spouse: John Taylor 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences 
1616-24 

GEORGE VA WDREY OF BOWDON, 
GENTLEMAN, 1 61 0, 161 1 ,  1613, 1616 

Date: 5th February, 1 609/1 0; 26th February, 
1 609/10; 20th February, 1 6 1 0/1 1 ;  30th June, 
1 6 1 3 ;  25th July, 1 6 1 6  
Residence: Bowdon 
Occupation/status: Gentleman 
Parents: Possibly Thomas Vawdrey of 
Bowdon (d. 1 567) 
Marriage Status: Married twice. The second 
marriage was in 1593 to Anne. John Janney, 
curate of New church in Winwick was the 
priest. George's eldest son Alexander tried to 
cast aspersions on the validity of the mar
riage. 
1st Spouse: Cecily Sorocold, daughter of Al
exander Sorocold of Manchester (d. by 1593) 

30 

2nd Spouse: Anne possibly nee Bowdon 
Children: Alexander Vawdrey of Bow don, 
yeoman 
Landholding: He had a lease on part of the 
church or vicarage lands of Bowdon from the . 
Bishop of Chester or Sir George Booth of 
Dunham Massey 
Date of birth: 1 538 
Date of death: 16 16  
Appraiser: Inventory of Richard Massey of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 16 10  
Witness: Will of Richard Massey of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1 6 1 0; Will of Henry 
Starkey of Bowdon, vicar, 1613 .  
Writer o f  Wills: Will of Henry Starkey of 
Bowdon, vicar, 16 13 ;  Will ofMathilda 
Tipping of Dunham Massey, 16 13 . 
Debtors: Edmund Simpson of Bowdon, yeo
man, 16 10, 5s 4d 
Notes: George Vawdrey was a writer of wills 
in Bowdon. 
Documents: Will of Richard Massey of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 16 10; Depositions to the 
Will of Mathilda Tipping of Dunham 
Massey, widow, 1 6 1 3 ;  Inventory ofEdmund 
Simpson of Bowdon, yeoman, 16 10; Will of 
Henry Starkey of Bowdon, vicar, 1 6 1 3 . 

GEORGE V A WDREY OF BOWDON 

AND DUNHAM WOODHOUSES, 1634, 
1637, 1641, 1642, 1649, 1653 

Date: ? 1 634; 1 637; 1 642; 1642; 1 st Febru
ary, 1649; May 1 653 
Residence: Bowdon in 1634, by 1 648 Dun
ham Woodhouses 
Occupation/status: Styled gentleman by 
1637 
Parents: Alexander (d. 1634) and Ellen 
Vawdrey (mother dead by 1634) 
Occupation of father: Yeoman 
Grandparents: George Vawdrey of 
Bowdon, gentleman, and Cicely, daughter of 



Alexander Sorocold of Manchester 
Brothers and sisters: ? Leigh, Ellen Drink
water, Elizabeth Moores ofThelwaU 
Other kin: John Sorocold of Bowdon, 
cousin; William Moores ofThelwall, 
brother-in-law (d. before 1 634); Thomas 
Leigh of Hulme, brother-in-law; John Drink
water ofLymm and Bowdon, brother-in-law; 
John Vawdrey alias Warburton, illegitimate 
half-brother 
Marriage status: Married 
Children: George Vawdrey 

Landholding: George Vawdrey was given 
by his father the revision of the term of the 
lease of the Vicarage house and lands belong
ing to it. 
Executor: Will of John Sorocold of Bowdon, 
yeoman, 1 649 
Appraiser: Goods ofEdmund Simpson of 
Bowdon, gentleman, 1 64 1  
Creditors: Robert Janney of Bowdon, clerk, 
£ 1 4  (which looks like the rent on the Vicar
age) 
Notes: George Vawdrey signed the Grand 
Remonstrance against the coming Civil War 
between the King and Parliament in 1 642. 

The lease on the Vicarage was made be
tween George Vawdrey the elder of Bowdon, 
Henry Booth of Prestbury, gentleman, and 
William Sorocold of Manchester, sherman. 

George appeared at Altrincham Court Leet 
1 653 

Documents: Will of Alexander Vawdrey of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1 634; Grand Remon
strance for Bowdon, 1 642; Will of John 
Sorocold of Bow don, yeoman, 1 649; 
'Altrincham Court Leet, -1 653 ' by Don 
Bayliss, Altrincham History Society Journal. . 
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GEORGE V A WDREY OF BOWDON 
AND DUNHAM MASSEY, 1642, 1664, 

1667, 1668 

Date: ? 1 642; 20th November, 1 668 

Residence: Bowdon until after 1 664, Dun
ham Massey by 1 667 

Parents: George Vawdrey of Bowdon and 
Dunham W oodhouses 
Occupation of father: Gentleman 
Grandfather: Alexander Vawdrey (d. 1 634) 
Marriage status: Married 
Spouse: Ellen 
Children: 3 unnamed children, none of 
which were living at home in 1 667. 
Hearth: I on which George didn't pay tax. 
Notes: George Vawdrey signed the Grand 
Remonstrance of 1 642. 

In 1 668 George's three children, unnamed, 
were given 1 s each by Richard Goulden of 

Bowdon 
Documents: Grand Remonstrance for 
Bowdon, 1 642; 1664 Hearth Tax Returns for 
Bowdon; 1667 Poll Tax Returns for Dunham 
Massey; Will of Richard Goulden of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1668. 

ROBERT VA WDREY OF BOWDON, 

1642 

Date: ? 1 642 
Residence: Bowdon 
Parents: George Vawdrey of Bowdon and 
Dunham W oodhouses 
Occupation of father: Gentleman 
Grandfather: Alexander Vawdrey (d. 1 634) 
Notes: Robert Vawdrey signed the Grand Re 
monstrance of 1 642 
Documents: Grand Remonstrance for 
Bowdon, 1 642. 

WILLIAM V A WDREY OF BOWDON, 
1616 

Date: 8th November, 1 6 1 6  



Residence: Bowdon 
Marriage status: by licence on 8th Novem
ber, 1 6 1 6  at Bowdon 
Spouse: Ellen Gibbon of Bowdon 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences 
1616-24 

JOHN VA WDREY ALIAS W ARBUR
TON OF BOWDON, 1634 
Date: 1 634 
Residence: Bowdon 
Parents: Alexander Vawdrey of Bow don, 
yeoman (d. 1 634) and ? Warburton, probably 
a maidservant. He was illegitimate. 
Date of birth: c. l 620 

Notes: John was left £6 13s 4d towards his 
education. He was probably conceived after 
the death of Alexander Vawdrey's first wife 
Ellen. 
Documents: Will of Alexander Vawdrey of 
Bowdon, yeoman, 1 634. 

JOAN VENABLES OF BOWDON, 1615 
Date: 9th August, 1 6 1 5  
Residence: Bowdon 
Marri�ge status: by licence on 9th August, 
1 6 1 5  at Rostheme 
Spouse: GeofUey eoe of Bow don. 
Documents: Chester Marriage Licences 
1606-16 

LOCAL BOOKS 
The Buildings of Central Altrincham, 
2000 edited by Don Bayliss, Altrincham 
History SOCiety. Spiral bound, £8.50 
(£6. 50 to members). Avai lable from the 
Society's bookstall .  (See AHS Bookstall 
list on p.5.)  

A Civic History of Sa/ford by the Mayoral 
Staff of Salford City Council. Price 
£5.00. Available from Salford Civic Cen
tre and Salford Libraries. 

The Villas of Alderley Edge by Matthew 
Hyde, The Silk Press, Altrincham. Hard
back, £1 2.99. ISBN 1 902685 04 O. 

Story of Sale from 1806 to 1 876: A 
'House Detective' Book by John Newhi l l ,  
25 Amberley Road, Sale M33 60P. Pa
perback, £7.00 (plus 70p p&p). ISBN 0 
9537862 0 X. 

Ashton and Sale Wills: Wills and Pro
bate Inventories from two Cheshire 
Townships. Part 1, 1600-1 650, edited by 
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JiI I  Groves, Northern Writers Advisory 
Services, 77 Marford Crescent, Sale, 
Cheshire M33 4DN. Paperback, £5.00 
(including p&p). 
Ashton and Sale Wills: Wills and Pro
bate Inventories from two Cheshire 
Townships. Part 2, 1 651-1700, edited by 
JiI I Groves, Northern Writers Advisory 
Services, 77 Marford Crescent, Sale, 
Cheshire M33 4DN. Paperback, £7. 00 
(including p&p). Pre-publication price 
£5.50 if ordered before 1 5th December, 
2000. 

The Churches of St Helens: A Brief His
torical and Architectural Note by J.  F. 
Giblin, North-west Catholic History Soci
ety, clo 1 7  Grosvenor Road, St. Helens, 
Merseyside WA 1 0  3HX. Price unknown. 
No ISBN. 

History of the County of Chester. Vol
ume 5: The City of Chester edited by 
A.T. Thacker and Christopher Lewis, 
Oxford University Press. Hardback, Vic-



toria History of the Counties of England 
series, £70.00. ISBN 0 1 9  722788 O. 

Cleopatra by Pat Southern, Tempus 
Publishing. Paperback, £1 2.99. ISBN 0 
7524 1 494 1 .  This book is listed here be
cause it has been written by our Trafford 
Local Studies Centre Librarian 

Acton Bridge, Snapshots in I Time by 
Acton Bridge Women's Institute, 
Cheshire Country Publishing. Paper
back, £1 0.00. ISBN 0 949001 1 5 5. 

Medieval Archaeology, Art and Architec
ture at Chester. The British Archaeologi
cal Association Conference Transac
tions XXII edited by Alan Thacker, 
Maney Publishing. Paperback, £28.50. 

ISBN 1 902653 09 2. 

Altrincham to Manchester before 
Metrolink by N.R.  Knight, Foxline. Pa
perback, £1 1 .99.  ISBN 1 8701 1 9 60 6. 

Salford Quays: the history of Manches
ter docks by Ted Gray, Memories. Pa
perback, £7.95. ISBN 1 899 1 8 1  88 1 .  

Manchester: an architectural history by 
J.  Parkinson-Bailey, Manchester Univer
sity Press. Paperback, £20.00. ISBN 0 
7 1 90 5606 3. 

Wythenshawe Hall and the Tatton family 
edited by P. & D.  Riley. Paperback, 2nd 
edition, £3.00. ISBN 1 87471 2 39 5. 

Magazines 
Browsings, the journal of South Trafford Christopher returns to Norton Priory'; ' I n  
Archaeological Group, February 2000, brief ; 'Other news'. 
nO.79. A4, 4pp, 4 issues a year, £8.00 
subscription. Available from Derek 
Pierce, Chairman, STAG, 30 Ollerton 
Avenue, Sale M33 5HB. 

Items include: Chairman's Notes; 
'The Warburton Archaeological Survey: 
A Note on Buildings Surveyed Between 
1 996 and 1 999'; 'A Source of Water for 
Dunham Mil l ' ;  'Seamons Moss Rescue 
Mission'. 

Cheshire Archaeology News, No. 7, 
Spring 2000. Folio folded, 2 issues a 
year, FREE. Available from Adrian 
Tindall, Principal Conservation Office 
(Archaeology), Cheshire County Coun
cil, Environmental Planning, Commerce 
House, Hunter Street, Chester CH1 
2QP. 

Items include: 'Warrington Friary'; 
'Monuments at Risk'; 'Roman 
Middlewich'; 'Anderton Boat Lift'; 'St. 
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Cheshire Archives and Local Studies 
Newsletter, No. 1 5, Autumn 1 999. A4, 
4pp, 4 issues a year, FREE. Available 
from The Editor, Archives and Local 
Studies Newsletter, Cheshire Record 
Office, Duke Street, Chester, Cheshire ' 
CH1 1 RL. 

Items include: 'New Joint Archive 
Service to Open Early 2000'; 'On Net 
with the CRO'; 'The Knox Letter Dis
covered' ;  '50 Years Ago at the CRO: 
The First Archives'; 'The butler did it. . .  ' ;  
'PRO Plans for 1 901 Census'; 'First An
nual Report'; 'National Survey of Visi
tors to British Archives'; 'A History for 
Alsager'; 'RACs on the Way'; ' 1 00 
Years Ago'; 'Return of St Christopher to 
Norton Priory'. 

Friends of Trafford Local Studies News
letter, No. 1 1 ,  June 2000. A4, 4pp, 2 is-



sues a year, £1 registration and thereaf
ter free. Available from Trafford Local 
Studies Centre, Sale Library, Tatton 
Road, Sale, Cheshire M33 1 YH;  email 
trafford. local.studies@free4all .  co.uk 

Items include: 'The Local Studies 
Centre'; ' 1 901 census - don't get ex
cited yet'; 'St Catherine's Index'; 'Mem
bers' Evening'; 'Exhibitions'; 'Events, 
People, Places'. 

Gaslight, Newsletter of the North West 
Gas Historical Society, Nos. 78 and 80, 
January, February and March 2000. A4, 
6pp, 9 issues a year, £5.00 subscriptions 
(£4.00 for affiliated societies). Available 
from Mr Frank Hadfield, Hon. Treasurer, 
NWGHS, 42 Bakewell Road, Hazel 
Grove, Stockport SK7 6JU.  

Items in No.78 include: 'NWGHS: The 
Future'; 'Gaslight Gleamings'; 'Gas 
Company Steam Wagons'. 

Items in No.79 include: 'Gaslight 
Gleamings'; 'Gas Works Railway Loco
motives'; 'Mission Impossible? - But 
Not From Scotland! ' ;  "'This Little 
Piggy" . . .  '; 'Stand and Deliver - a bottle 
of Gas?'; 'And Finally - Reformer Re
formed'.  

Items in No. 80 include: 'Gas at 
Whitby'; 'Clegg and Purification - A lit
tle light on lime' ; 'A Safer Way to Shop'; 
'And finally - New Rival to Gaslight'. 

Greater Manchester Courier No.69, Au
gust 2000. A4, 4pp, at least 4 issues a 
year, £2.00 subscription (to pay for p&p 
only). Available from Greater Manches
ter Record Office, 56 Marshall Street, 
New Cross, Manchester M4 5FU. 

Items include: 'GMCRO News'; 
'Notes and News'; 'Dates' ; 'News from 
Other Offices'. 

Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire, Nos. 1 5  and 1 6, January and 

, July 2000. A4, 4pp, 2 issues a year, 
£1 6.00 (including subscrption to the His.:. 
tonc Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire and 1 Transcriptions of the 
Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire). Available from Margaret 
Proctor, Newsletter Editor, University of 
Liverpool Library, PO Box 1 23, Liver
pool L69 3DA. 

Items in No. 1 5  include: 'From the Ed
itor'; 'Ancient Meols Revisisted (Part 2)' ;  
'HSLC Forthcoming Lectures'; 'Recent 
Publications'; 'Notes and Queries'; 
'Events'. 

Items in No. 1 5  include: 'A chance to 
meet. . .  Dr Jenny Kermode'; 'Society 
News'; 'HSLC forthcoming lectures'; 
'Forthcoming events, 2000'; 'Recent 
Publications'. 

Lancashire History Quarterly, Vol.4, 
Nos. 1 , 2, March, June and September 
2000. A5 (note change in size), 4 issues 
a year, £1 4.50 subscription or £3.50 per 
issue. Available from Lancashire History 
Quarterly, Procter House, Kirkgate, Set
tle, North Yorkshire BD24 9DZ. 

Articles in No. 1 include: 'Some 
Lancashire Holy Wells and Treacle 
Wells'; 'The Lost Treasures of 
Dolph inlee'; 'Pilg rim Father Captain 
Myles Standish of Duxbury, Lancashire 
and Massachusetts'; 'Buildings at Risk: 
Extwistle Hall, Briercliffe-with-Extwistle, 
Burnley'; 'My Lancashire Grandmother 
Charlotte'; 'Penwortham 1 850 to 1 900: 
an outline of growth based on an in
spection of census returns, ordnance 
survey maps and directories'; 'Mile
stones Under Threat' ; 'Sunday School 
Books'; 'A man of influence and ambi
tion: Roger Dewhurst, 1 784-1 786' (part 
one); ' Lancashire Whisky'. 

Articles in No.2 include: 'A Man of In
fluence and Ambition: Roger Dewhurst, 
1 784-1 786 (Part Two)' ; 'Happy Days'; 
'Some reflections on I ron working in the 
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Wigan area'; 'Lancashire Mill Town Life, 
1 899-1 939' ;  'Pilgrim Father Captain 
Myles Stand ish of Duxbury, Lancashire 
and Massachusetts (Part Five)'; 'Char
lotte Gets Weaving'; 'The Rail Yard That 
Never Was' ;  'The Tablecloth'; 
'Penwortham Factory'.  

Articles in No.3 include: 'A Proposed 
Lancashire Merger? Much Talk and No 
Action' (the history of proposed mergers 
of Lancashire and Manchester bus com
panies in the 1 930s); 'Myles Standish -
Rose, His First Wife'; 'Domestic Service 
in Victorian Bolton as I llustrated from 
the Census Enumerators' Returns' ; ' In  
Search of  a Poef; 'Nelson, the 
Foudroyant, and Blackpool: The O'Brian 
Connection'; 'The Early Development of 
Liverpool's Canal and Its Involvement in 
th.e Coal Trade'; 'Myerscough Lodge'; ' I t  
Old Happen to a Doctor'. 

LifeTimes, Nos. 1 ,  2 and 3, Autumn 
1 999, Winter and Spring 2000. A4, 4pp, 
4 issues a year, FREE. Available from 
lifeTimes, FREEPOST MR1 0203, 51 
The Crescent, Salford M5 4WX, email: 
inof@lifetimes.org. uk 

Items in No. 1 include: about Life 
Times; 'May Day Memories'; 'A Life 
Time of Cycling'; 'Travelling Tales'; 
'Help Wanted'; 'Thank You'. 

Items in No.2 include: 'Don't miss the 
second lifeTimes workshop!' ;  'Join the 
Pilkington pottery roadshow'; 'Childhood 
games'; 'recording your memories'; 
'May Day songs remembered' ;  'Drop in 
with your Seedley And Langworthy 
memories'; 'Salford's Cotton Queens'; 
'Happy 1 50th birthday' (to the M useum, 
Peel Park, Salford); 'Take a look at our 
website !' 

Items in No. 3 � include: 'Cotton 
Queens update'; 'Memories of house 
and home'; 'Memories on the move' ; 
'lifeTimes website ready to go'; 'Meet 
the real Madonna - from Broughton! ' ;  
'Do you remember Miss Young?'; 'Join 
the lifeTimes Taskforce'; 'Join the next 
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lifeTimes workshop'; 'l ifeTimes'. 

The Mundling Stick, newsletter of the 
Lion Salt Works Trust, Vo1.6, Nos.1 and 
2.  A4, 4pp, 4 issues a year, FREE. Avail
able from The Lion Salt Works Trust, 
Ollershaw Lane, Marston, Northwich 
CW9 6ES. 

Items in No. 1 include: 'Henry I ngram 
Thompson Looks Over New Guide to 
Lion Salt Works'; 'Landscaping Scheme 
Near Completion'; 'Coppice Trees 
Planting'; 'Salt 2000'; 'Obituary: Lady 
Mary Carlise Rochester OBE -
1 92 1 -2000'; 'Replica Historic Table 
Salts, Salt Kits and Salt Glazed Pottery'. 

Items in No.2 include: 'Opening of 
New Display: Launch of New Guide 
Book' ; 'Demolition'; ' Restocking the 
Herb Garden'; '76 Years Ago: First Job 
at A.J. Thompsons'; 'Living History · in 
Derbyshire'; 'Radio 4'. 

Salford Local History Society, February 
and March 2000. A4, 6pp and 2pp, 8-9 
issues a year. Price unknown. Available 
from Mr 0 Rainger, Salford LHS, 7 St 
George's Crescent, Pendleton, 
SALFORD M6 8JC. 

Items in February 2000 include: 29th 
February Events; Belated Christmas 
Greetings; 'Trams'; 'Rugby League'; 
Chapel Street Regeneration 
Programme'; 'Douglas Britton - obitu
ary' ; Lowrys on the move; 'Snippets'; 
The Manchester and Salford Street 
Children's Mission 

Items in March 2000 include: 'Do You 
Know'; Launch of A Civil History ot 
Salford; the future of the Mining Mu
seum at Buile Hill Park. 

Tameside Local Studies Newsletter, 
Vol.4, No. 1 ,  June 2000. A4, 4pp, 2 is
sues a year, FREE. Available from 
Tameside Local Studies Library, 
Stalybridge Library, Trinity Street, 



Stalybridge SK1 5 2BN or email: 
tamelocal@dial .pipex.com or 
http://www. tameside.gov. uk 

Items include: 'Busiest Month Ever at 
Local Studies Library'; ' Local Studies Li-

. brary Redecorated' ;  'Our Web Page'; 
'New Additions'; 'New Publications'; 
'Stalybridge Centenary Exhibition'; 'Lo
cal History Forum'; 'Public Access Ter
minal'; Staff News'; 'Obituaries'; 'New 
Archive Guides'; ' Butterworth Papers' . .  

Microfiche 
Cheshire Burials: . NCB 23 Ash- AShton-on-Mersey 1879-1 895, North 
ton-on-Mersey 1 731-1890, North Cheshire Family History Society, c/o 
Cheshire Family History Society, clo Mrs Rhoda Clarke, 2 Denham Drive, 
Mrs Rhoda Clarke, 2 Denham Drive, Bramhall, Stockport, Cheshire SK7 2A T. 
Bramhall ,  Stockport, Cheshire SK7 2AT. 6 fiche, £5. 50 (including p&p). 
6 fiche, £5.50 (including p&p). 

CD-ROMS 
Ormerod's History of Cheshire, to be 
published on CD-ROM by the end of Oc
tober 2000 by Cheshire Local H istory 

Association. Price unknown, but proba
bly c.£1 5-20 if on a single CD. 

THE NEXT EDITION OF ALTRlNCHAM HISTOR Y 

SOCIETY JOURNAL (NO.2]) WILL BE PUBLISHED IN 

SEPTEMBER 200] 
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