


MONTH'S RUSTICATION i n ALTRINCHAM, 

By WALTER ASTON. 

Manchester , 1825. 



The fol lowing  E x t r a c t s are from  a Jou rna l w r i t t e n "by my 

F a t h e r , Walter Aston, when on a v i s i t to Altr ingham in Sep-

tember and October 1825, he "being then nea r ly twenty y e a r s 

of  age. (Born Nov. 29 th . 1805. Died Feb. 1 4 t h . 1881) . 

During h i s v i s i t he was j o i n e d by h i s F a t h e r , Joseph 

Aston, ( t he E d i t o r of  the Exchange H e r a l d ) , h i s Mother and 

other members of  the family . 

From t h i s j o u r n a l , which was the p r i v a t e record of  a 

month 's h o l i d a y a s enjoyed by a youth of  the p e r i o d , who 

wrote unrese rved ly on a l l he heard and saw, we ga in a v i v i d 

i n s i g h t i n t o the l i f e  and manners of  the t ime . From these 

pages c e r t a i n passages have been s e l e c t e d which, I t r u s t , 

may be of  gene ra l i n t e r e s t . 

Walter Aston . 

60 King S t r e e t , 

Manchester . 

October, 1904. 



Sunday t Sep t * 11 th . 

11 Went, by the b o a t , t o Al t r incham, with my Brother Will iam 

"and secured lodg ings for  my S i s t e r s Moxon and Fanny, and myself 

"a t Mr. Drinkwater ' s ; took a walk through the lower Town, and 

"round by Mr. Worthington 1 s , back to the lodg ings and dined with 

" o l d "Amen", the C le rk . (j>a in u d ' j Q Oh \tft\Z*  ikkLt^ foU>v) 

" After  d inner went i n t o the Park , t h e r e met wi th my 

"Brother Charles and h i s f r i e n d  J . Woollam, who had walked from 
tb 

"Manchester; went with them p a s t the Lodge Bowden Churchyard 

"and we had not been i n i t two minutes before  the Churchwardens 

"came ou t , and t o l d us we must e i t h e r q u i t the Yard, or go i n t o 

" the Church; or i f  we would not make a no i se we might go i n t o 

" the Pub l i c -house; and s e t t i n g us the example, walked i n them-

" s e l v e s , and under p re t ence of  search ing for  noisy company, 

"each got a g l a s s of  John B a r l e y c o r n , by way, I suppose, of 

"making the sermon go down the b e t t e r . 

Monday, Sep t . 1 2 t h . 

" Awoke about four  o ' c l o c k i n the morning and could not go 

" to s leep again on account of  the g r e a t no i se the good washer-

women were k i ck ing up with the PEGGY.n 
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Wednesday, Sept» 14th« 

» I went to Bowden; l o o k ' d through  the church,which happen-

e d to "be open i n consequence of  a f u n e r a l  t h a t was expec ted , 

"having s a t i s f i e d  my c u r i o s i t y i n s i d e the Church, I went i n t o 

" the S t e e p l e , asked the man who was t o l l i n g the "bell, i f  I could 

"go on the top? He r e p l i e d i n the a f f i r m a t i v e ,  and I proceeded 
n u p the time-worn s t e p s , and I had got to the Bel l - room door 

"when the man gave a g r e a t t o l l , which so s t a r t l e d me t h a t I 

"had a s near f a l l e n  "backwards and "broken my neck as could "be* 

" After  recover ing myself  a l i t t l e , I proceeded up the re-maining s t e p s as f a s t  as t h e i r worn out c o n d i t i o n would a l low 

"me, fea r ing  to encounter ano ther shock; however when I d id 

" reach the top I thought myself  very wel l r e p a i d for  my t rouble^ 

"for  eyes never "beheld a more l o v e l y p rospec t than p r e s e n t e d 

" i t s e l f  t o my view. On one s i d e , the Park formed  a "beautiful 

" ob j ec t , e s p e c i a l l y now the r i c h t i n t s of  Autumn had "begun to 

" s e t t l e in i t s noble woods; on the o the r s i d e , the neat Farm-

"houses, l u x u r i a n t and wel l wooded f i e l d s  and the d i s t a n t h i l l s ; 

"before  me, Rosthorn Church, Ashley Ha l l and t h e v i c a r a g e , 

"surrounded by t r e e s , mre very p r e t t y o b j e c t s ; and behind me, 

" the re was a b e a u t i f u l  p rospec t over the Country i n t o Lancas-

h i r e . 

Having looked through my pocket t e l e scope u n t i l my eyes 
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"ached, I took the p r e c a u t i o n to wait u n t i l I heard the man 

"give a t o l l , and then to s e t off  down d i r e c t l y , i n order t h a t 
! ,I might g e t p a s t the Bel l - room "before  he gave ano the r p u l l , " 

Sunday, Sep t . 18 th . 

" Went to Bowden Church i n the morning, saw th ree s e t s of 

"Boarding School Young Lad ies , the E a r l of  S taf ford ,  Lord Grey 

"and Lady Jane Grey. In the af ternoon  i t r a ined very hard , 

"so my S i s t e r and I s t a i d i n the house, "but Mr. Moxon went to 

"S t . George 1 s , where t he re was a Char i ty Sermon preached "by a 

"Nephew of  Mr. L e i c e s t e r 1 s , for  the "benefit  of  the Sunday School «»> 

"After  Se rv i ce , the weather c l e a r e d up a l i t t l e , so we had a 

"grand p r o c e s s i o n , which had i t r a i n e d would not have taken 

"p lace . The f i r s t  t h a t came was the Appar i to r i n a Red Cloak 

"and a cock and p i n c h ' d Hat ; then Mr L e i c e s t e r looking a s l a r g e 

" in h i s own c o n c e i t , a s the Arch-Bishop of  Canterbury; then 

"h is Nephew who seemed more c a r e f u l  of  h i s gown than a p p e a r -

a n c e s , for  he had i t tucked up under h i s elbows; a f t e r  him 

"came the g i r l s , then the boys, guarded on each s ide by men 

"who c a r r i e d sundry shaped, long s t i c k s i n t h e i r hands, for 

"which they found  cons t an t employment i n knocking the poor 

" l a d s 1 knowledge-boxes, to keep them i n something l i k e o rde r ; 

"and the r e a r composed of  some hundred men and women, who had 

"come for  m i l e s round, to see t h i s grand and noble p r o c e s s i o n . 

"The c h i l d r e n when they got i n t o the School, had by way of 
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" t r e a t , each a bun, and a d r ink of  ho t Ale f lavoured  wi th 

"e i the r rum or g i n , I fo rge t  which; for  which reason a g r e a t e r 

"number go to the School on t h a t day, than any o the r i n the 

"year.* 

F r iday , Sep t . 23rd . 

" Went to the boa t i n the hope of  meeting my Fa ther and 

" S i s t e r J u l i a , who we expected would come by i t , bu t we were 

" t e r r i b l y d i sappo in ted when the boa t a r r i v e d , not to see i n i t 

"one s i ng l e person whom knew. When we reached home we were 

"agreeably s u r p r i s e d by J u l i a bouncing i n t o the room, followed 

"by my Father who informed  us they were too soon for  the boa t 

"and had walked on and on ( t h i n k i n g the boa t would over take 

"them every minute) u n t i l they got t o Sale moor, where my 

" s i s t e r J u l i a , above a l l o the r pe r sons i n the wor^d, persuaded 

"him to e n t e r an Inn to ge t something to e a t and dr ink! and by 

"which means they missed the b o a t . As they were p a s s i n g the 

"bridge where the boa t s t o p s , they asked a g i r l i f  i t had y e t 

"come. Oh n o , " r e p l i e d the g i r l , " i t ' s not come, i t ' s gone." 

" I sent my Grandfather  a remarkably f ine  cock Th ros t l e and 

"two other small b i r d s for  h i s supper , which be ing of  my own 

"shooting, you may be sure he a t e wi th a r e l i s h . " 

I 
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Saturday t Sopt« 04 th . 

,f  'My Ciotor laeiag very unwel l , I took Iiur b r eak f^ t— 

beti-,— you would h a v e — l a ^ g h e ^ ^ -can'JU^--I 

» Monday% Sep t . 26 th . 
" 

Mr. Moxon went "by one of  the e i g h t o ' c l o c k coaches ; a t 
" 

ha l f  a f t e r  nine went to the boa t e x p e c t i n g to meet Fanny, but 

" ins tead of  h e r , my dear Mother came and we were ag reeab ly s u r -

"pr i sed by her informing  us t h a t she was going to remain a l l 

"the week. Af ter  d inner we c a l l e d a t the Shelmerdine' s , and 

"Miss S. walked with us a s fa r  as Mrs. Lignum' s c o t t a g e , and 

"then back with us t o our l odg ings t o t e a . Soon a f t e r  t e a 

"Miss s. asked me i f  I had any o b j e c t i o n to accompany he r t o 

"Miss Rava ld ' s Boarding School, to i n q u i r e how the young l a d i e s 

"meant to go to Rosthorn, where the Bishop was going to ho ld a 

"Confirmation.  You may be sure I had no o b j e c t i o n ; so off 

"we went t o g e t h e r , and when we a r r i v e d were shown i n t o a room 

" fu l l  of  knick-knacks . They c o n s i s t e d of  Chimney Sweeps, 

"Match f i gu re s ,  a n d s c r e e n s , i m i t a t i o n I n d i a Cab ine t s , 

"Work Tables , Boxes &c. &c. Among the l i v i n g fancy  works,were 

"the two Miss R a v a l d ' s , who i t seems are n i e c e s of  the l a t e Mr. 

"Haughton, whom my Fa ther and S i s t e r Sarah became acqua in ted 

"with i n Southpor t . They are two very amiable looking middle 
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"aged l a d i e s . We had sa t a s h o r t t ime, when the re came a 

" ' r a n - t a n ' a t the door, and immediately a f t e r  my eyes were regaled with the s i g h t of  two as n i c e , p r e t t y , amiable , modest-

"looking g i r l s , a s ever morta l man behe ld ; t h e i r name i s R i d e -

-out , and I b e l i e v e my s i s t e r Sarah knew a s i s t e r of  t h e i r s 

"equally as l ove ly a s themselves , when she was a t Altr ingham 

"with Miss Mary C o l l i e r . As we depar t ed , i t was s e t t l e d t h a t 

"if  the weather was f i n e ,  the Ladies should walk, but i f  wet, 

"go in a Chaise . Miss S. who was going wi th them i n v i t e d me 

"to be of  the p a r t y , which I g l a d l y accep ted when she informed 

"me tha t she was qu i te aure the Miss R a v a l d f s  would not be 

"offended  i f  I wen t . " 

Tuesday, Sep t . 27 th . 

" As I was to be with Miss Shelmerdine a t e i g h t , I got up 

"at s ix o ' c l o c k so t h a t I might have p l e n t y of  time to p repare 

"myself.  The f i r s t  t h i n g I did was to run a c r o s s the s t r e e t 

"and knock Mr. B e l l , t h e Barber up, to d re s s my h a i r , and a f t e r 

"enduring a f u l l  h o u r ' s t o r t u r e I c e r t a i n l y should have gone 

"away with i t only h a l f  f i n i s h e d ,  i f  the old proverb "Pride 

"must abide" had not come in to my head, and I bore the remain-

d e r of  my torment l i k e a mar ty r ; bu t I must do Mr. B e l l the 

" j u s t i c e t o say, t h a t b o t h my Mother and s i s t e r thought he had 

"done i t remarkably w e l l , and I am sure n e i t h e r spared time 



"nor p a i n s . I went u p - s t a i r s t o d r e s s , which I performed  very 

"much to my own s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  having on a green c o a t , ye l low 

"sa t in s t r i p e d w a i s t c o a t , s tock of  the same, f u l l  grey t r o u s e r s 

"and a straw h a t . The morning being b e a u t i f u l  in the extreme, 

"su i ted my d res s t o a t e e , and I proceeded to Mrs. Shelmerdine 

"I found  Miss S ready and i n h igh s p i r i t s . We were soon a t 

"Miss Rava ld ' s and found  the l a d i e s wai t ing for  Miss S so we 

"set off  immediately to walk through Bowden and over the f i e l d s 

"to Rosthorn. 

" At l e n g t h , we a r r i v e d a t the scene of  a c t i o n , when 

"we par ted with the two Miss Rideouts , who were going t o j o i n 

"Mr. Mann, the Vicar of  Bowden, and h i s young peop le . Miss S. 

"and I went in to the Churchyard, which overlooks a remarkably 

"fine  mere; the country people say t h a t i n i t t he re dwel le th a 
' UrLa 

"Mermaid, who i s seen e a r l y i n a morning ( s i t t i n g on a b e l l 

" tha t f e l l  from  the s t e e p l e a long time ago, i n t o the water ) 

"combing her h a i r . The man a t the door t o l d us he had o rde r s 

"not to admit anyone i n t o the Church. At t en o ' c l o c k i t began 

" to r a in very hard , and the doorkeepe r ' s good na ture overcame 

"h is duty, for  he p o l i t e l y i n v i t e d us to go i n t o the Church, 

"which con ta ins a g r e a t many monuments of  the Eger ton and Leigh 

" fami l ies .  About h a l f  p a s t t e n , the g i r l s began to a r r i v e , 

"each d i s t r i c t headed by i t s r e s p e c t i v e Clergyman. Al l the 

" sea t s below were app rop r i a t ed to the g i r l s , and the Organ 
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"Gallery for  the Ladies a m Gentlemen who wished to see the 

"ceremony. At e leven o ' c l o c k , t h i s l i t t l e r u s t i c g a l l e r y 

" l i t t e r a l l y b lazed w i t h Beauty and Fashion , and p a r t i e s s t i l l 

a r r iv ing added f r e sh  fue l  to the f lame,  and I expected the 

"Church to take f i r e  every minute , and make a g r e a t e r l i g h t 

"than a l l the Candles pu t t o g e t h e r i n S t . Ann's Church would 

never make. I was sa t near Miss S". i n a f ron t  pew, next the 
/i 

"door, when I saw a very b e a u t i f u l  young lady (who I thought 

"very l ike Miss E l l e n Anderson) s t and ing on the s t a i r s , and evidently wishing to get a s ea t . - I immediately went ou t , and 

"making her a bow, s a i d i f  she would do me the honour of  accep -

t i n g my s e a t , I should be very proud . She thanked me, wi th 

"one of  the sweetest smi les I ever behe ld , and accep ted my 

"offer.  I then went i n t o the Organ Lof t ,  i f  Organ i t can be 

"ca l l ed , for  I never saw such an apology for  one i n my l i f e . 

"The na tu r a l keys were b l a c k , and the f l a t s  and sha rps , ye l low, 

"and a l t o g e t h e r amounted to about twenty in number. I t had 

" two doors to i t l i k e a cupboard, and by way of  ornamenting 

"them, some h o u s e - p a i n t e r or o ther had p a i n t e d or r a t h e r daubed 

*a Shepherd s i t t i n g under a t r e e wi th a Milkmaid on h i s knee, 

"and they were so busy c l i p p i n g one another a s not to pe rce ive 

it a dog who was l i c k i n g up the Maid ' s milk for  h e r . 

" At about a q u a r t e r before  twelve , the Bishop a r r i v e d , and 

was conducted in to the v e s t r y by twenty to t h i r t y Parsons of 
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" a l l denominations,, The female  who played the organ, now 

"Struck up with a l l h e r might and main, such a d e l i g h t f u l  Voluntary t h a t would, without exagge ra t i on , have charmed the h e a r t 

"of  a B i l l y - g o a t . 

" The Bishop now mounted the p u l p i t , and seemed to wish the 

"Organist to c e a s e . Someone t o l d h e r to s t op , "but she e i t h e r 

"could not or would not h e a r them. The Bishop now waved h i s 

"hand: I , who s a t next h e r , s a id , ! i f  you p l e a s e , they wish you 

"to s t o p ' . She did not p l e a s e , "but went on r a t t l i n g away a t 

"a. p rod ig ious r a t e . The Bishop, who now seemed qu i te out of 

"pat ience , waved h i s hand s e v e r a l t i m e s . I gave h e r elbow a 

"nudge, and sa id , 1 j u s t look behind you, the Bishop i s shaking 

h i s f i s t  a t y o u 1 : and i t had the d e s i r e d ef fec t  of  s topping 

her d i sagreeab le thump on the h o r r i d in s t rumen t , which sounded 

"more l i k e an old broken winded Bagpipe than anything e l s e I 

"can imagine. During the ceremony, Mr. Hordern, the Hector of 

"Rosthorn, went out of  the Church with Lady Eger ton and one of 

"her Daughters , and immediately sea ted h imsel f  wi th them in a 

"Curicle and drove s e v e r a l t imes round a f i e l d  a t f u l l  g a l l o p , 

"without a h a t , robes f l y i n g ,  a la John G i l p i n . Then marching 

"into the Church aga in , w i th a lady hanging on each arm, he 

"conducted them back to t h e i r s e a t s , and then resumed h i s 

" s t a t ion among the Clergy a s i f  no th ing had happened. 
II 

After  the ceremony I j o ined Miss S, who asked me i f  I 
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"did not th ink Mr. Hordern v e r y handsome? We took a walk 

"through the v i l l a g e towards T a t t o n . 

" Mr. & Mrs. Drinkwater went to Bowden Wakes, to see the 

"races, and con t ra ry to custom Mrs. Drinkwater came home sober 

"as a Judge, but Mr. Drinkwater a s usua l drunk a s a p i p e r . ^ 

F r iday , Sep t . 30 th . 

We went to Ashley H a l l , through Bowden, p a s t the Vicarage 

"over t h a t romantic "bridge t h a t c r o s s e s the B o l l i n , and so over 

"the f i e l d s  to the H a l l , which we thought a very nice 

"fashioned  place indeed. '1 ' 

Sunday, Oct . 2nd. 

" As I did not know of  any o the r Barber bu t Mr. B e l l , I 

"went to ask Mr. Drinkwater i f  he d i d . w 0 h , y e s , " he r e p l i e d , 

" I ' l l take you to my B a r b e r ' s who does not l i v e many ya rds off. 

"However, when we a r r i v e d , h i s ba rbe r tu rned out to be a Barberess, for  she was an old woman who had got he r l i v i n g by 

"smoothing the ch ins of  men and boys for  the l a s t t h i r t y y e a r s . 

"However, old woman as she was, I p r e f e r r e d  being shaved by her 

"to pu t t i ng myself  i n t o Mr. B e l l ' s hands a g a i n . She performed 

"the opera t ion to a n i c e t y , and I made such a favourable  r e p o r t 

"of  her to Mr. Moxon, t h a t he went to be shaved by h e r , and 



"she made him laugh so much a t her d r o l l speeches t h a t he was 

"forced  to ask her to g ive over , as he was a f r a i d  t h a t she 

"would cut him. She r e p l i e d " t h e n you w i l l he the f i r s t  man 

"I ever did cu t" - then added i n an under tone , "anyth ing to 

"speak of." 

In the af ternoon  we went to Bowden and sa t i n Mr. Hardy ' s 

"pew, which commands an e x c e l l e n t view of  the countenances of 

"Mrs. Hurdford's  young l a d i e s . * 

Tuesday, Oct . 4 t h . 

" We went through the E a r l ' s Coach-houses and saw seven 

"close Carr iages of  h i s , "besides Landaus &c." 
H 

F r i d a y . Oct . 7 t h . 

?! As I was proceeding towards the Canal, I saw ChesterPoole in 

"Mr. Wilson 's the Surgeons; he c a l l e d out and I went i n to him 

"and stayed to look a t Mr. H a r r i s o n ' s c o l l e c t i o n of  I n s e c t s , 

"Coins, Minerals , &c. which took me from  nine o ' c l o c k u n t i l 

"af ter  t en . 

After  d inne r , we saw, a s we were lock ing through the 

"window, a r e g u l a r " s e t - t o " "between Mr. B e l l the "barber and a 

"Mr* Somebody the j o i n e r . The ba rbe r l i k e a farmyard  cock, 

"fought  be s t on h i s own premises , for  v/hen he came i n t o the 
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"s t r ee t he had not the "best chance, for  the j o i n e r who was a 
„thoroughbred Lancashi re up and down, k ick and b i t e f i g h t e r , 

„played about the poor b a r b e r ' s sh ins w i th such remarkable 

"industry and a g i l i t y , t h a t he was very soon forced  to r e t i r e 

"into h i s own shaving apa r tmen t . However, when the time 

"usually allowed to take b r e a t h was e x p i r e d , he came up to the 

"scratch in g a l l a n t s t y l e , but by way of  p r o t e c t i n g h i s poor 

"legs he took the p r e c a u t i o n to c lose the h a l f  door of  h i s shop 

"and fought  over i t a most manly round i n a very s c i e n t i f i c 

"and dec is ive manner, for  now t h a t he was not annoyed by the 

"severe k icks of  h i s adversa ry he had a f a i r  chance of  showing 

" that he had taken l e s s o n s from  one of  the most eminent p r a c -

t i t i o n e r s in the p o l i t e Art of  ' S e l f  Defence ' ;  and p r e s e n t l y 

"the Joiner thought i t proper to r e t r e a t and leave the Barber 

" in f u l l  possess ion of  the f i e l d .  Such was the qu i e tnes s of 

"the s t r e e t s t h a t dur ing the whole time these two noble comba-

t a n t s were f i g h t i n g ,  not a sou l except an o ld man, s tood s t i l l 

"to look a t them. 

" After  t e a , I had a most d e l i g h t f u l  walk through some 

" f i e lds  tha t l e d from  Dunham Lane to O ld f i e ld  H a l l . The sun 

"was s e t t i n g , and had from  these f i e l d s  the sub l imes t e f fec t  I 

"ever beheld . The Landscape before  me looked more l i k e en -

"chantment than anyth ing e l s e I ' could imagine. I was r i v e t e d 

"to the spot in v e n e r a t i o n and d e l i g h t , and thought what were 

"the works of  man compared wi th those of  n a t u r e . The l i t t l e 
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"bi rds seemed to p a r t i c i p a t e i n the l o v e l i n e s s of  the scene , 

"for  they warbled t h e i r evening songs wi th , I thought , more 

"than usual sweetness . At l e n g t h , the sun grew f a i n t e r  and 

" f a in t e r ,  and a t l a s t d ied e n t i r e l y away and l e f t  no th ing behind i t but a f a i n t  stream of  l i g h t a s a memorial of  i t s former  grandeur. 

Thus i t i s wi th u s . We r i s e in v igour u n t i l the noon of 

' l i f e ,  and then s ink g radua l ly away and leave nothing behind 

"us but our good or e v i l works, as a monument of  our former 

" selves." 

Sunday t Oct . 8 t h . 

We went by Boat a s fa r  a s Lymm. The f i r s t  th ing we did 

"a f t e r  our a r r i v a l , was to walk through the romantic d e l l t h a t 

" leads from  the v i l l a g e to the Church. We next proceeded to 

"the Church which i s b e a u t i f u l  in the extreme. 

" As some workmen were r e p a i r i n g the i n t e r i o r , we got i n , 

"and to my astonishment the f i r s t  t h i n g I e i t h e r heard or saw, 

"was my old f r i end  the Lady Organis t (whom the Bishop shook 

"h i s f i s t  a t in Rosthorn Church) s t r i k i n g up i n her usua l 

"thumping s t y l e , the old Hundredth psalm, on a new organ t h a t 

"had j u s t been put up. There was going to be an e l e c t i o n for 

" the Organis t , and she be ing one of  the Candidates accounted 

"for  her being h e r e . The Church f loo r  was spread over w i t h 
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" rushes , and the wa l l s ornamented wi th the May ga r l ands of  the 

"prev ious y e a r , w h i c h now began to resume r a t h e r a dus ty hue . 

"After  examining the monuments, of  which the Church con ta ined 

"a g r e a t number, we proceeded through some f i e l d s  and then dowm 

"a lane which l e a d s to a p a r t of  the v i l l a g e we had not y e t seen* 

" I t con ta ined noth ing worthy our no t i ce except a very c u r i o u s 

"Marke t -c ross , t h a t looked for  a l l the world l i k e a t i m e - p i e c e , 

" t h a t we of ten  see s e t on an old Maid ' s chimney p i e c e . After 

"walking about a s h o r t t ime, we went under the Canal to ano ther 

" equa l ly romantic d e l l ( a s the one I p r e v i o u s l y ment ioned) 

"with a b e a u t i f u l  wooden b r idge a c r o s s the water t h a t runs 

" through i t ; a f t e r  c r o s s i n g the b r idge we came to a walk ove r -

"hung by huge masses of  p r o j e c t i n g rock, i n t e r s p e r s e d wi th 

" b e a u t i f u l  t r e e s and shrubs , and bo th combined had a very 

"grand e f f e c t ,  for  the rockfappeared  n e a r l y suppor ted by the 

" l a rge r o o t s of  t r e e s which grew on the l and above our heads , 

"and t h r e a t e n e d the admiring beho lde r , should they f a l l ,  wi th 

" i n s t a n t d e s t r u c t i o n . After  l e av ing t h i s d e l i g h t f u l  spo t , we 

"went to the Inn and got some B i s c u i t s , b u t t e r , and negus, 

"which having f i n i s h e d ,  we proceeded to the Boat t h a t had now 

"made i t s appearance ; s a i l e d back to Dunham and walked through 

" the Park home." 



Sunday» Oct . 9 t h . 

11 I got up "before  seven o ' c l o c k and took a walk round the 

"ou te r Park The morning was "beaut i fu l ly  f ine  and I should 

"have had a d e l i g h t f u l  walk had I not "been t h ink ing t h a t I was 

"going to leave for  a d i r t y , n a s t y , smoky town, t h a t i f  i t 

"were not for  the people who r e s i d e the re I should never care 

" t o e n t e r a g a i n . We a l l went t o Bowden Church, and I took a 

" l a s t l i n g e r i n g look a t the dear Boarding School Young L a d i e s . 
11 After  the Service was over , we saw five  c a r r i a g e s for 

" the N o b i l i t y , a l l v i s i t o r s to the E a r l of  Stamford,  who was 
11 h imsel f  handing i n the Lad ies , vfoen  Lord Grey s tepp ing i n t o 

"one was p u l l e d out by the Coat - lap by the E a r l v/ho sa id to 

"him "The c a r r i a g e i s f u l l  enough, and I am sure you are qu i t e 

" b i g enough to walk." Then s h u t t i n g the door, b i d the Coach-

"man proceed . He then s e t out h imsel f ,  wi th four  o the r g e n t l e -

"men to walk to the H a l l . 

" Af ter  dinner , be ing r a t h e r melancholy, I did not s t i r out 

" u n t i l i t was time for  me to d e p a r t . Having despatched a man 

"wi th my luggage towards the Boat , I went to b i d Mrs. Dr ink-

"wate r fgoo;d-bye f .  I now followed  the man, whom I overtook 

" a t the George & Dragon Inn, for  as a Chester Coach was s t o p -

"p ing t h e r e on i t s way to Manchester and not be ing f u l l ,  the 

"man thought I should p re fe r  going by i t r a t h e r than by the 

" b o a t , which I d i d . A l i t t l e on the Manchester s ide of  Wood-

"Heys, I met Mr. Poole who was on horseback , and as soon a s 



whe saw me, se t a g r inn ing l i k e a Cheshire ca t and shouted 

"out something, hu t owing to the r a t t l i n g of  the Coach I could 

"not hear a word. In p a r s i n g through S t r e t f o r d  I was a s t o n i s h -

"ed to see the Gingerbread and Apple S t a l l s s e t ou t , and the 

"p l ace so f u l l  of  people t h a t we were i n danger of  running 

"over some one every minute . I l e a rned from  the Coachman 
11 t h a t i t was the Wakes, which accounted for  the unusual b u s t l e 

" t h a t p r e v a i l e d . 

" I a r r i v e d a t t h e ' T a l b o t ' about f ive  o ' c l o c k a f t e r  j u s t a 

"month ' s r u s t i c a t i o n i n a count ry b e a u t i f u l  by na ture and r e n -

d e r e d more so by c u l t i v a t i o n , and I had as much r e a l enjoyment 

"as anyone could have wished.*1 

cOo 
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