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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 

It is hoped you will enjoy this issue of the Altrin

cluim History Society Journal. Regretfully a 
charge has had to be made to members, purely to 
cover costs. In the articles this time you will note 
the Vice-Chairman would like us to take an inter
est in other places such as Ashton-under-Lyne 
and Moto\ram formerly part of the Stamford es-
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Don 8ayliss 
tates and so linked to Dunham Massey. Mike Ne
veil, who has contributed a resume of the lecture 
he gave on prehistory in the Charter Year, is ac
tually cataloguing the archives of Ashton, etc., 
for Tameside MBC. He has offered to take us on 
a visit round that area. For his co-operation we 
are very grateful. 



Recently the Society was represented at the 
Annual Conference of the British Association for 
Local History at Crewe, and the Chairman and 
the Secretary exhibited a display on the Linotype 
Housing Esta�e of 1897 to fit the theme of the . 
conference on Industrial Communities. Also 
present were our President and Mrs Dare and Mrs 

Jill Groves (although she was representing an
other society, the Open University History So
ciety), the editor of this Journal. As we draw to 
the end of our 1990/1991 session I am happy to 
announce we have 81 members and the Society is 
in good heart. . 

Editor's Note 

The Chairman has already mentioned the en
larged size of this edition and the changed name. 
We hope that the Journal will continue as it has 
begun, a forum for the work of members of Al
trincham History Society. 

If you are researching an aspect of Altrin
cham's history,let me know. Articles don't have 
to be the end result of a piece of research, they 
can be the interim report. If you have memories 
of Altrincham's past, write about them and send 
the articles to me (address on p.1). Don't worry 
about whether your writing style is good, it's the 
content that matters not the wrapping. 

JiII Groves 
Similarly with items of history news, local or 

otherwise. Just send them to me. If you know of 
books or magazines which might be of interest to 
other members,let me know. 

The deadline for the next edition, which is due 
to appear about December 1991, is October 
1st 1991, but I will be more tllan happy to receive 
articles and items before that. You don't have to 
post them. I can be found at most Society meet
ings, usually selling copies of the other history 
magazine I edit, Open History. Just push the ar
ticle or item into my hand tllen. 

HISTORY NEWS 

Charges In Greater Manchester 
Record Office Services 

Greater Manchester Record Office has ominously 
warned that it will be charging for some services 
from April 1st onwards. The services are lectures, 
commercial research, conservation and records 
management. GMRO doesn't want to charge but 
this is all part of an effort to raise funds to pay for 
the upkeep of the record office. If GMRO can't 
raise these funds then tlle spe�tre of closure, 
which hung over it for part of last year, returns. 
[Source: Greater Manchester Courier] 

Document Purchasing by Record Of
fices 

Greater Manchester Record Office has just suc
cessfully bid for three lots of records from the 
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Foxholes and Davyhulme estates, thanks to help 
from the Victoria and Albert Documen t Purchase 
Grant Fund. GMRO says tllese 45 tin and card
board boxes contain a large part of Greater Man
chester's heritage and hopes to have tllem avail
able before too long. 

GMRO has joined a growing number of rec
ord offices who have recently successfully bid for 
historical documents. Greater Manchester Cour
ier, tlle newsletter of GMRO, reflects that sadly 
these days historical documents are seen as fiilan
cial assets, not just as legal records of past events 
and transactions. [Source: Greater Manchester 
Courier] 

Conservation Service 
Greater Manchester County Record Office is of-



fering a new conservation repair service for paper 
- photographs, certificates, letters and other paper 
docwnents. The cost will be a rninirnwn of £3 
(inclusive of VAT and a photocopy) with quotes 
for more complicated work. Contact GMCRO, 56 
Marshall Street, New Cross, Manchester, M4 
5FU. Tel. 061 832 5284. 

GMCRO is also pla�ning a course in conser
vation for a cost of £2.50 per hour (including ma
terials and V AT). They suggest you bring along 
your own tattered docwnents. [Source: Greater 
Manchester Courier] 

PRO - Scrutiny Report - Important 
news for al/ historians! 

By now the Scrutiny Report on the workings of 
the Public Record Office will have been com
pleted and its findings, whatever they are, might 
be on their way to being irnplemente:<J. 

The British Association for Local History has 
criticised the Scrutiny as be.ing too heavily 
weighted towards financial management and 
market forces. The fact that the PRO is the na
tional archive repository with a position 'at the 
heart of British history scholarship' is oversha
dowed. BALH fear tbat the Report may recom
mend charging users for PRO services. It also . 
criticises the fact that an enquiry am'ongst PRO 
customers was conducted in August 1990, when 
many would have been on holiday, and with no 
media pUblicity whatsoever. There has been very 
little since either. [Source: Local History News] 

Trl-Centenary - George Fox 
There is another anniversary which takes place 
this year. I refer to the anniversary of the death of 
the founder of the Quaker movement, George 
Fox, in 1691. 

So far I have only heard of one celebration, the 
exhibition of Quaker and other religious manu
scripts and books held by John Rylands Library, 
Manchester at the end of January/February 1991. 

Barclays Bank Archives 
Barclays Bank is establishing a centralised 
archive unit in its Wythenshawe office which al
ready houses their central record store (mainly 
computerised). The histories of the various banks 
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which eventually became Barclays Bank PLC, in 
one case, can be traced back to 1563. The docu
ments and records which the archive has (or will 
eventually hold) include customer ledgers, 
minute books, internal accounting books such as 
cash books, ledgers and journals, signature and 
reference books and staff records. For anyone 
studying economic and business history and local 
economies this new archive could be an absolute 
god-send. Banks in the north-west for which the 
Archive has records at the moment are as follows. 

Adelphi Bank (1862-1899), Bank of Liver
pool (1831-1969), Blackbum Bank Ltd (1881-
1906); British Mutual Bank Ltd (1857-1951), 
Bury Banking Co (1836-1888), Cattle Trade 
Bank (1920-1923), Equitable Bank (1899-1927), 
Arthur Heywood, Sons and Co (1773-1883), 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Bank (1872-1928), 
Liverpool Commercial Banking Co (1832-1889), 
Mercantile Bank of Lancashire (1890-1904), Pa
latine Bank Ltd (1899-1919), Union Bank of 
Manchester (1836-1940), and E.w. Yates & Co 
(-1904). 

Access to records follows the normal time re
strictions of 100 years for individual customer 
records; 50 years for corporate customers and 30 
years for the bank's own records. Gaining access 
to the records is the same as that for John Rylands 
manuscript library in Manchester. You should fir
stly get a suitable referee to write a letter of intro
duction to Barclays Bank Archive at Wythen
shawe and wri� yourself setting out the purpose 
and scope of your research. Then you may make 
an appointment. The Archive also requires to see 
a copy of any research which is to be published. 
contact Jessie Campbell, Archivist at Barclays 
Bank Archive, Rowlandsway, Wythenshawe. 
[ Source: Manchester Region History Review] 

Local Studies In Cheshire 
Thankfully, local history archives in Cheshire are 
not as limited in access. At the end of last year the 
whole of the Local Studies provision was reor
ganised and now comes under the wnbrella of the 
Archives and Local Studies Service. Most of the 
old 'Cheshire Collection' has now been rehoused 
at the Cheshire Record Office. In addition there 
are still the excellent specialist local studies col-



lections at Wanington (which has a superb col
lection of local Civil War documents and books), 
Macclesfield (which specialises in the history of 
the silk industry and in the work of the wildlife il
lustrator Charles Tunnicliffe) and Knutsford 
(which houses a collection of writings by and 
about Mrs Elizabeth Gaskell). 

The closer links between Cheshire Record Of
fice and local libraries mean it is now possible to 
get access to the documents in the Record Office 
through local Cheshire libraries, and also access 
to other records held in other Cheshire libraries. 
A recent questionnaire has given a much more 
improved idea of what is held and where. In addi
tion, two databases have been established called 
CHIPS (Cheshire Information Providers) in local 
history and audio-visual material and there are 
on-line terminals in ten of the largest Cheshire li
braries. 

Although library staff do not always have the 
time to answer enquiries about local history and 
family history, a 'researcher', Diane Backhouse, 
has been appointed at the County Record Office 
and she will answer any such queries. 

For more information on the new services in 
Cheshire libraries write to Mike Eddison, Che
shire Record Office, Duke Street, Chester, CHI 
lRL. [Source: Manchester Region History Re
view) 

Local History Courses 
Questionnaire 

Local History Magazine is running a question
naire on local history courses which it hopes to 
publish in its August 1 991 edition. 

If you run a local history course or are curren
tly attending such a co· urse, write to Local History 
Magazine, FREEPOST, Lenton, Nottingham, 
NG7 IBR, as soon as possible for a question
naire. This will have to be returned no later than 
Monday, 1st July 1991. 

Post Office Hours! 
Itemfrom the Timperley Parish Council Minutes 
March 1 91 5  The Sub Post Office was given 

permission to close on Sundays. 
SeplI91 5 Permission was refused to open 

at 8.30am instead of 8.am. 

4 

The Siege Group 
The Siege Group (1 7th century living military 
history group) has an event on in Cheshire over 
the summer .. 
Ford Green Hall, Stoke-on-Trent, Stafford
shire, 7th-8th September 1 991 

Membership of the Siege Group costs £4.00 a 
year for an individual or £6.00 for family or 
£3.00 for a Friend of the Siege Group. 

Do You Remember the Air Raid War-
dens In Sale? 

Now not many people know this but Sale War
dens, or to give it its full title, the Civil Defence 
Corps and Sale Air Raid Wardens .Social Club, 
has been in existence from the early days of the 
Second World War until April 28th this year. In. 
that time Sale Wardens has not only served as a 
social club for its own members, but it has also 
provided a roof for such organisations as the local 
branch of the Natural Childbirth Trust. 

Because tl1e ground was needed for the devel
opment of Sale Girls Grammar into a co-educa
tional school, Sale Wardens has now vacated its 
premises on Wardle Road, Sale and amalgamated 
(on a semi-autonomous basis) with Brooklands 
Sports Club. 

In this year of upheaval for Sale Wardens it 
would be nice if Altrincham History Society 
Journal could print a piece in its next issue re
flecting on the first 50 years of the club. So 
please, could anyone with memories of Sale War
dens or the Home Guard (as the Civil Defence 
Corps were later known), especially for the years 
just after the Second World War and the early 
1 950s, please contact the editor (address on p.l.). 

Sale Wardens still has some original Air Raid 
Wardens amongst its members, but over half 
were born after the end of the Second World War. 
There are still over 200 Air Raid Wardens in and 
around Sale nearly 50 years after the end of the 
War!! 



MANSIONS AND MEN OF DUNHAM 
MASSEY 

From Errant Earl to Red Dean 

Since long ago, when I studied economics and 
economic history I have always been fascinated 
by the extraordinary Victorian period wheil the 
later phases of the Industrial Revolution wrought 
such a great upheaval in South Lancashire in par
ticular. The long lead which the English estab
lished in world trade, initially in cotton textiles, 
brought vast wealth to thousands of industrial 
magnates which separated them irrevocably from 
the masses of the people. All this constituted the 
essential starting point for my book 'Trade for 
the People', published last year, which told in 
simple summary the economic stolY of Britain 
over the last 150 years. 

By one of those curious coihcidences which 
seem often to determine the course of one's per
sonal story as well as of general history, my wife 
and I moved house a few years ago, only a mile 
or so, to live in the area..of the ancient tqwnship of 
Dunham Massey, on the outskirts of Altrincham, 
to become very near neighbours of many great 
houses and mansions originally built, so we were 
told, for the cotton barons from South Lanca
shire. Some of these were in various stages of di
lapidation. Otliers were being renovated as apart
ment blocks or nursing homes. A few remained 
as single family residences. There were obvious 
gaps where new modem utility-looking apart
ment blocks had been erected in place of de
stroyed mansions. I did not have to walk more 
than a third of a mile from the noble church (St. 
Margaret's) on the hill to count something ap
proaching lOO of these existing or vanished man
sions. 

A few enquiries of the local history societies 
were enough to establish that, although short 
papers had been written about a few of these 
great houses and their early occupants, no one 
had attempted to write the story of the wealthy 
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Frank Bamford 
suburb as a whole. Indeed, it had hardly been re
alised that the area of the ancient township of 
Dunham Massey - for the southern half of the 
township effectively constituted the area of inter
est - merited consideration as a physical and so
cial entity distinct from either the old market 
town of Altrincham or the developed agricultural 
village of Bowdon both of which were barely 
more than half a mile away. I am tempted to be
lieve that it was the different perspective I gained 
from living on the north-western fringe of the 
wealthy area which caused me to appreciate that 
there was an important story to be told about a 
most distinctive township. 

So I began to make a few preliminary en
quiries. One special aspect of the Victorian peri
od is that it bequeathed us, uniquely, the Census 
Returns (which began in 1801 and were repeated 
every ten years thereafter). Since the detailed en
tries are released after 100 years, one has the 
great benefit of these vital data up to 1881, i.e. 
covering the precise period of partiCUlar interest 
for me. 

In the Altrincham Public Library there is a 
manuscript copy of the 1851 Census with a separ
ate section for Dunham Massey. Knowing as I 
did that SI. Margaret's church had been built by 
1855, imagine my astonishment when I dis
covered that in 1851 there was hardly a house 
within about a third of a mile in any direction -
only a few farmhouses and cottages and the odd 
house on the fringes of Altrincham. I now knew 
that in addition to the very special story of the 
mansions of Dunham Massey, I had a historical 
mystery on my hands - how did it come about 
that in 1851 the Earl of Stamford had commis
sioned a striking new Gothic church which had 
no parish and no natural parishioners? 



My limited·powers as a historical detective 
were put to a severe test not just in trying to 
throw some light on the Earl's decision but also 
more generally unravelling the often tangled 
skein of detailed information about the pro
gressive development of the surrounding parish. 
Clearly the Census Returns were the principal 
source of raw data about who lived where at ten 
years intervals, including information about their 
families and households, their professions even. 
Yet more precise data about the years in which 
mansions were built had to come from elsewhere, 
as also had insights on the religious affiliations of 
their owners, let alone their business interests and 
their careers. 

Since all the relevant land in the township had 

been owned by the Earl of Starnford, the pro
gressive development of the area was achieved 
by the controlled sale of land by virtue of convey
ances which usually contained information about 
the professions and origins of the purchasers and 

even of their marriages. All this I discovered dur

ing many half-days spent in the John Rylands Li

brary in Deansgate, Manchester, where the Stam

ford Estate papers are being sorted and catalo

gued. Among these papers are the draft convey

ances from which the final documents were com

piled. Later I had brief access to the final convey
ances held in the Stamford Estates office in Al

trincham. 

Among the other important sources were the 
records of St. Margaret's church. The marriage 

and baptism registers have to be inspected in the 
church with the vicar watching over them - no 

burials unfortunately. In addition, there is a large 

collection of church records in the Cheshire Rec

ord Office in Chester. In Sale and Altrincham 
public libraries there is also a number of street di

rectories from the period, which although not 
often very informative in themselves, can be used 
to supplement other sources. 

The basic task' was, in fact, to put together and 

digest the considerable quantity of detailed infor
mation from these divers sources. This was the 
painstaking equivalent of a police enquiry into 

some serious crime, except that I was investigat-
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ing a long series of events and a great number of 
buildings and of individuals. The objective was 
to build up the history of nearly 100 houses over 
a period of 30 or 40 years, all made more difficult 
by changes in house names and other historical 
hazards. 

Once the basic pattern was established and a 
fairly detailed historical street directory evolved, 
it was important to scour a great variety of sour
ces to amplify the bare facts about the more im
portant individuals who came to live in Dunham 
Massey. Obviously a few specific biographies 
were like gold dust. Obituaries in local journals 
and newspaper flies in the libraries were also in
valuable. The Directory of Business Biography in 
Stockport Library was a real find. Articles in the 
pUblications of local history societies were most 
useful. 

There were also more general questions to be 

considered in writing a real historical assessment 

of the period and the place. Both general and re
gional economic histories were obviously import

ant A few very local history books were infonna
tive on both detailed and general matters. The 

great variety of the architecture of the mansions 
needed to be related to the wider perspective of 

the national battle between Classical and Victo
rian Gothic styles. The religious battle between 
Anglicanism and Non-conformism (principally 

Congregationalism in Dunham Massey) needed 

to be related to the local industrial scene as well 
as to the national, social and political divides. 

One could not reasonably neglect the specific 

social issues of an age in which extreme in
equality was an easy way of describing the viol

ent contrast between, on the one hand, the 

astonishing wealth of the industrialists and their 
professional associates and, on the other hand, 
the miserable wages of the many thousands who 
laboured in the factories and lived in slum condi
tions in the mushrooming towns and cities or who 

provided domestic service in tlle mansions them
selves. 

As a tailpiece, the book retums to the church 
of St. Margaret where it started and looks ahead 

to the early twentieth century when the Revd. 



Hewlett Johnson, later to become famous as the 
Red Dean, was appointed Vicar. He was, perhaps 
surprisingly, quite popular among his wealthy 
parishioners whom he described as being' as dis
tinguished and delightful a company of industrial 
and professional magnates as in any parish in the 

land'. But Hewlett Johrison was far from compla

cent about the social evils attending rapid indus-

[Editor: See the Local Books Section for details 
of Mansions and Men of Dunham Massey which 

trialisation and urbanisation. Along witl1 a few of 
his parishioners, including the most successful 
and wealthy, he strove to mitigate tllese evils and 

helped to pave the way for the stronger public 

conscience of the twentieth century which event
ually overcame the vast inequality which pro
duced the Mansions and Men of Dunham Mas

sey. 

is also available from most local bookshops.] 

NEW OPEN UNIVERSITY COURSE IN THE PIPELINE: 

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY 

The Open University is planning a new history 
course with the title 'Family and Community'. It 
includes projects based on research undertaken 

by students in tlleir own area of interest, be it 

their own family history or community history. 

One of the aims is to design the course for 

botll OU undergraduates and those who already 
have experience of researching family or local 

history but not of studying for an OU'degree so 

that all will work togetller 'successfully at a 
standard appropriate for a project-based Hons. 

course'. 

It is planned for there to be 5 blocks. 

Block i : introduction 

'Introduction to course and to relevant social 

science/historical approaches and debates'; pu t

ting a student's own research in context to 

'source criticism, wider s.ocial pattems, appropri

ate methodologies; consideration of illustrative 
case studies (including some outside tile 'tradi

tional' Anglo-Saxon context). 

Block 2: Families, individuals and households 
This block looks at tlle different types of family, 

family cycles, life cycles, birth, marriage and 
deatll. 
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JiII Groves 
Block 3 : Families, communities and movements 
This block is mainly concerned with global im

migration, social mobility, and the implications 
of bOtll for communities, local history and rele
vant sources. 

Block 4: Social, cultural and polit ical contexts 

This block looks at occupations, labour history, 
economic development, major institutions and 

cultural organisations. 

BlockS: Conclusion 
This draws together the tllemes of course and 

critiques. 

My Personal Comments 

I think that 'Families and Communities' has the 

makings of an excellent course which could inter

est and bring together family, oral and local histo

rians. But if it is to appeal to those not already 

OU students, tllen I think that some consideration 

has to be given to the possibility of not having an 
examination at the end. Whilst family and local 

historians would be prepared to put in the hard 

work for the essays, the word 'examination' (with 

all its connotations of terror when sitting for 

GCEs and CSEs in tlleir earlier years) could 
frighten tllem away. I suggest that instead of an 

examination the project be expanded almost to 



the size of a dissertation (3-5,000 words) with a 
deadline of mid-November. Manchester Univer
sity did this with its Local History Certificate 
Course and it did not cause any drop in standards. 
In fact, it may have added to them by making ex
tended essays into pieces of valuable research 
work. 

Your Comments 
What are the comments and criticisms of Altrin
cham History members? If you are a family histo
rian, an oral historian or a local historian, let the 
editor know what you would like to see in tlus 
course. Your comments will be passed on to the 
Open University. 

TRAFFORD'S PREHISTORY 

The Borough o f  Trafford lies on the northern 
edge of the Cheshire Plain, covering some 40 
square miles of urban and rural landscape. In the 
north and west it is bounded by the Manchester 
Ship Canal, the path of which at this point is that 
of the canalised River lrwell. To the south the 
Borough is defined by the River Bollin, whilst to 
the east the boundary traverses the open farmland 
of the upper Mersey terraces. The highest points 
within the Borough are along the sandstone ridge 
that runs west to east, immediately south of Al
trincham. At its western end is Bowdon Hill, a 
dominating eminence over 60 metres high with 
clear views north and west across the Mersey 
Basin. In the east, around Halebarns and Ring
way, the ridge rises gently to over 68 metres. 
However, if one moves northwards from the 
ridge the landscape quickly falls away in a series 
of terraces towards the River Mersey, so that 
most of the Borough is between 20 and 30 metres 
above sea-level. 

The prehistoric story of Trafford begins in the 
Mesolithic period, after the end of the last Ice 
Age. At this stage, sometime between 8000BC 
and 4000BC, the landscape of the Borough was 
dominated by birch and elm woodland. Although 
the population of the North-west was small, we 
know from the lowland site excavated at Tatton 
Park in the early 1980s that groups of hWlter-ga
therers roamed the area hunting for wildfowl and 
deer, at least during the summer. A few flints 
from Trafford (O.S. map reference SJ7891), Sale 
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(SJ7891) and Altrincham (SJ7695 8760) indicate 
the presence of such groups, but the material is 
not great enough to indicate whether they be
longed to the early or later Mesolithic. 

The agrarian economy of the Neolithic cul
tures eventually supplanted the Mesolithic 
hunter-gatherers after cAOOOBC. However, in the 
Mersey Basin, the nomadic groups continued to 
occupy the upland fringes of the Rivington moor
lands and possibly other part of the Basin north of 
the River Mersey, so that the new farmers may 
not have arrived in the Basin until the third mille
nium BC. The Greater Manchester Archaeology 
Group has produced extensive evidence for Ne
ohthic agrarian occupation in the foml of stone 
axes, mainly from the Langdale axe factories of 
Cumbria, but as yet no settlement sites. Axes 
were needed to clear forest areas for cultivation. 
Witllin Trafford polished stone axes from this 
period have been found at Shaw Hall, Flixton 
(SJ753 938), and along the course of the Man
chester Ship Canal, south of Carrington. Also an 
early Neolithic leaf-shaped arrowhead, of fine 
quality grey/black flint, has been recovered from 
Dunharn Park (SJ7487). Whilst this does not pro
vide direct evidence for Neolithic occupation in 
the Borough, the large expanses of sands and gra- . 
vels that cover much of Trafford were typical 
areas for such settlements and it would not be 
surprising if further evidence arose. Indeed the 
presence of Neolitluc agrarian commUluties can 
be seen a few kilometres to the south of Altrin-



cham, at Tatton Park, where a small open farm
stead of the mid-third millenium BC was exca
vated in the 1980s. 

Monuments and artefacts of the second mille
nium BC, traditionally called the Early and 
Middle Bronze Age, form the largest group of 
prehistoric finds within the Borough. This was a 
period of growing stratification in society with 
the development of tribal societies, dominated by 
a small ruling elite, over much of the British Isles. 
Perhaps the best known of these societies was the 
Wessex culture which flourished throughout 
much of the second millenium BC and was re
sponsible for the final two phases of development 
at Stonehenge. Whilst there are no such 
monumental statements in the landscape of Traf
ford, ums and barrows have been reported from a 
number of locations. In the 18th century, urns 
were retrieved from barrows in the north-western 
part of Dunham Park (S1733 867), suggesting the 
presence of a sizeable settled community within 
the Borough. Barrows were also reported from 
Barrington Road, Altrincham (S17688) in the late 
19th century, although this reference is in some 
doubt. A barrow is also said to have existed at 
Warburton Park Farm, Warburton, although tlus 
may have been a later landscape feature (S1705 
905). A number of perforated stone axes have 
also been recovered, including examples from 
Throstle Nest (SJ816 964) arid Mode Wheel on 
the Manchester Ship Canal (SJ8999 9750). A 
gold pendant was also recovered from the River 
Irwell (S17909 9704). Bronze Age type flints 
have been recovered from Warburton (SJ695 
890), Caldwell Brook (S17309 8932), Altrincham 
(S1768 880) and Timperley Moat (S17770 8811). 
This implies a large settled community probably 
concentrated in the Bollin valley on" tile southern 
fringes of tile Borough. 

This view was confirmed in 1986 by tile South 
Trafford Archaeological Group (STAG), witll tile 
excavation of an Early Bronze Age settlement at 
Artllill Heath Farm, in Little Bollington, south of 
the Bollin and opposite Dunham Park (SJ727 
858). This proved to be a small farming com
munity! perhaps an extended family of ten to fif-
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teen people. Occupied from c.2100BC to 
c.1700BC the site was unenclosed, and was com
posed of three or four huts huddled togetller. The 
community grew grain crops and probably 
herded animals. They may also have buried their 
dead nearby. Eight hundred metres due nortll lies 
the barrow known as Fairy Brow (S17308 8654). 
In 1983-4 STAG excavated a cremation burial of 
a young robust male, deposited in a leatller bag. 
The young man was dated to c.1700BC and was 
associated with a single riveted tanged dag
ger/razor, located over the burial pit, and seven 
flints. 

This settlement complex appears to mark the 
high point of prehistoric occupation within tile 
Borough. After c.1200 BC Middle Bronze Age 
societies turned away from barrow burials to
wards new forms of funerary rites. Unfortunately 
it is difficult to say what form this took in tile 
Mersey Basin, although it is likely that tllis in
volved some burial in the rapidly growing bogs 
and mosses that now fringed tile Borough to tile 
west, north and east as well as tllose in it such as 
Carrington and Hale Mosses. As the climate grew 
wetter and colder, between c.1200BC and 
c.600BC, the distribution of late Bronze Age me
talwork suggests that the lowland communities 
retreated up the valley of the Mersey Basin. Traf
ford, being mostly low lying, may have been one 
of the areas abandoned. Thus no findso.f tile first 
millenium BC have been produced from tile Bo
rough. However, we know tllat after c.400BC tile 
north Cheshire Ridge was occupied by farming 
communities in defended farmsteads. Three such 
sites are known from tllis area, Legh Oaks (SJ666 
834), Arthill (SJ727 858) and Tatton Park (S1756 
813). Whilst Trafford has failed to produce finn 
evidence for such settlements, three cropmarks in 
the vicinity of Caldwell Brook suggest settle
ments of a similar kind. It would not be surprising 
if the fertile sands and gravels of this area were 
once more being exploited at the end of the pre
historic period. We know that by tile first century 
BC it was possible to exploit the mossland frin
ges of Chat Moss, for a farmstead, defended by a 
double earth wall, was established at Great 



W oolden around this time. 
Thus by the time the Romans established their 

forts at Northwich and Manchester, in the middle 
years of the 70sAD, they would have been occu
pying a settled landscape, dominated by dis
persed farmsteads of the kind discussed above. 
What tribe these communities belonged to is 
open to question, but I think it likely that the later 

Borough, and all the land south of the River Mer
sey, was encompassed in the tribe known to the 
Romans as the Cornovii: a people known to be 
supportive of the Roman government. Across the 
Mersey Basin, to the north of the vast expense of 
Chat Moss, would have lain the probably hostile 
territory of the Brigantes. 

EDITING THE LETTER BOOKS OF SIR 
WILLIAM BRERETON 

Sir William Brereton, Parliament's very success
ful commander in Cheshire during the Civil War, 
had much of his correspondence copied into letter 
books which would be readily available on cam
paign. These were probably dispersed on his 
son's death, when the line of the Breretons of 
Handforth ended, but they began resurfacing 
from the late 18th century on. The three now in 
the British Library, plus one discovered quite re
cently in private hands, give an almost continu
ous picture of Brereton's siege of Chester from 
February 1645, to the city's surrender a year later. 
The four have now been printed into two vol
umes, with introductory material, notes and ap
pendices, by the Record Society of Lancashire 
and Cheshire. (See below.) 

The variety of material in the books is very 
great: besides letters (some of these intercepted 
from royalists), there are accounts, proclama

tions, negotiations, minutes of councils of war, 
lists of prisoners. The topics involved are equally 
varied. There is so much concenfing Scottish and 

Irish affairs that strong support is given to the 
view that the Civil War was British rather than 
simply English. Why some of the material was 

included is something of a mystery, as it hardly 
seems of vital importance to Brereton's war ef
fort. But to the modern reader it adds variety and 
interest. An ecclesiastical official, shut in Ches
ter, pesters BreretOn for a pass to London, so tllat 
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he can seek medical advice on his eye trouble. A 
brief but hilarious account reveals civilian panic 
at dead of night in Tarvin when a sentry's mus
ket, accidentally discharged, gave the alarm. Two 
professional commanders, one besieging, the 
other defending Beeston Castle, conduct a slang
ing match in the language of Shakespeare's 
Ancient Pistol. 

Of particular interest for anyone connected 
with the Altrincham area is the revelation of the 
strange relationship between Brereton and his 
fonner in-laws, the Booths of Dllnham Massey. 
Brereton had rights and property in Ashton-on
Mersey, Bowdon and Altrincham (parts of a 
house owned by him in Old Market Square still 
survive) and married Susanna, daughter of Sir 
George Booth, the very prestigious head of tile 
Cheshire bench of justices in pre-war days. To his 
influence Brereton owed his early appointment to 
tile bench and election as one of Cheshire's MPs. 

But, by the time of the Civil War, Susanna was 
dead and Brereton remarried to a Staffordshire 

heiress. Although the BOOtllS were also par

liamentarians and appeared to be backing Brere
ton - old Sir George was head of the war-time 
county committee and young George, his grand
son and heir, one of Brereton 's colonels - behind 
the scenes tile knives were out. The Booths ob
jected to Brereton's military power and attempted 
to have him removed, alleging incompetence and 



even financial misconduct. Brereton replied by 
having young George's movements watched in 
the hope of proving disloyalty to the cause 
against him. The letter books close with Brereton 
still in command, his prestige strengthened by the 
fall of Chester, but with the Booths restored to 

The Letter Books of Sir WiIIiam Brereton edited 
by R.N. Dore, published by the Record Society of 
Lancashire and Cheshire, Vols. 123 and 128. 
VoU 1983-4£25.00 

their control of the county electoral machine. 
They used this to keep their prominence in local 
and national affairs for the rest of the century, by 
which time the line of their opponent had van
ished for ever. 

Vo1.II 1990£35.00 
Obtainable from Miss Maureen Patch BA, DAA, 
c/o Greater Manchester County Record Office, 
56 Marshall Street, Manchester, M4 5FU. 

THE W ALKER FAMILY 

About two years ago, when working on a demo
graphic study of Altrincham, I had a letter from a 
Mrs. Jacklyn who lives in Tasmania, Australia 
expressing interest in the project. She descends 
from John Walker who went out there as a Meth
odist Missionary in 1826 with his wife Maria 
(nee Dewhurst) and their two year old son Wil
liam. Not a great deal is then known about him, 
he lived quietly also working as a hay and corn 
merchant. His son Barnabas Shaw Walker also 
became a Methodist minister but later turned to 
the Anglican Church where he was well-loved 
and respected. 

. 

John's brother, William, had also sailed for 
Australia as a missionary in 1821. When he died 
he was described as 'the best educated man in the 
colony' with a library of over 1,000 books. Both 
John and William were the sons of Thomas Wal
ker, a shoemaker, who lived in Goose Green with 
his wife Harriet (nee Becket). The Walkers ap
pear to have arrived in Altrincham about 1738. 

In May last year (Altrincham's Charter Year) I 
had another letter this time from Mrs. Cooper of 
Vicloria, Australia. She was coming to England 
for the first time on a long holiday. She hlld been 
in touch with Mrs. Manning at Bowdon Church 
and wanted to see and hear more about the birth
place of her ancestors. She came to see me when 
they arri,ved and, believe it or not, she also de-
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scends from Thomas Walker, the shoemaker. I 
gave her Mrs. J acklyn' s address and they were 
planning a meeting although, of course, Australia 
is a large place. 

Now there are things I would like to know. 
Firstly, how did the two brothers become so well
educated. Was it possibly through Oswald Lei
cester, who appears to have worked hard among 
the people of Lower Town and tllen became tlle 
first Minister of S1. George's? Secondly, from 
where did the Walkers come? It was possibly Ire
land or Scotland. If there are any descendants of 
this fanlliy still living in Altrincham both Mrs. 
Jacklyn and Mrs. Cooper would be pleased to 
hear from tl1em. 
[Editor's Note: There were Walkers in Didsbury 
in tl1e 17tll century. In fact, another Thomas Wal
ker, of Didsbury, was one of tlle members of the 
Royalist garrison at Wythenshawe Hall during 
the Civil War in 1643-44. The name 'Walker' 
possibly refers to tl1e occupation of 'walking' or 
fulling cloth. 

There were a number of educational estab
lishments around Altrincham in the late 18th cen
tury, the grammar school at Bowdon established 
by Robert Vawdrey and Edward Janney in the 
late 16tl1 century, that established by Thomas 
Walton of Dunham Massey in the mid-18th cen
tury which moved to Seamon's Moss and, of 



course, there is the possibility that the Sunday 
School movement, begun by the Gloucestershire 
man Robert Raikes, had reached Altrincham by 
the 1800s. The Walker brothers would not have 

been the flrst highly educated sons of craftsmen 
in the area. Brian Coppock, the eldest son of a 
Timperley tanner, was studying at Wadham Col
lege, Oxford in the 1730s.] 

ALTRINCHAM'S TAME SIDE 'COUSINS ' 

Members of the Society may not be aware of the 
ties that have long existed between Altrincham 
and its Tameside 'cousins' of Ashton-under
Lyne, Stalybridge and Mottram-in-Longdendale. 
The relationship was a direct result of the power
ful families of Dunham Massey, the Booths and 
later the Greys (the Earls of Stamford and War
ring ton) who held Altrincham and these other 
manors. 

The name Ashton-under-Lyne is believed to 
have derived from Ashton - a settlement among 
tlle ash trees and Lyne - the name of a large forest 
area. Ashton was a royal manor prior to the Con
quest. After the suppression of the rebellion of 
the Earls of Mercia and Northumbria 1069-71, 
known as the Harrying of the North, the earldom 
of Lancashire was granted to Roger of Poitou, 
who in his turn granted the manor of Ashton to 
his knight Wann. 

By c. U95 the manor was in the hands of Orm 
Normanus (who could have been Warin 's son). A 
charter allowing a market to be held in the town 
was granted later · and al1iother . in 1413, when 
permission was given to hold two fairs a year. 

The parish church of St Michael and All 
Angels was an ancient foundation. It was men
tioned in the Domesday Book. It was also a 
wealthy one, as is shown by the character and 
quality of building. Thomas Assheton was 
knighted by Henry VII and he is supposed to 
have contributed largely to costs of rebuilding the 
church. On the steeple there is the coat-of:arms of 
Assheton (Argent, a mullet, sable) inlpaling those 
of his fust wife Elizabeth Staveleigh (Staveley). 
There are chained bibles in the church: 

The Court Leet had great similarities with that 
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of Altrincham. ln 1835 it was described as having 
a manorial steward, a mayor, three constables, 
four assistant constables, 12 byelaw men, two -
bailiffs, two pounders, three 'affeerers', two mar
ket lookers, three ale tasters and two bellmen. All 
were appointed at the Michaelmas Court. The 
Court met at the Commercial Hotel in Ashton and 
later the Piu and Nelson Hotel (AlLrincham COllrt 
Leet met next to the Unicorn Hotel). There was a 
great chair of black oak, carved with the Booths' 
boars' heads from the Stamford estates' office at 
Ashton. The swearing-in took place at Michael
mas in a manner very similar to the ceremony 
held in Altrincham. 

The main shopping street in Ashton is Stam
ford Street. Ashton's attractive, large park on the 
boundary with Stalybridge is called Stamford 
Park. 

Stalybridge 
Its name meant a 'clearing where staves were 
found'. From the old English 'stee! (staff or 
stave) and ' leah' (a clearing). The present name 
of Stalybridge thus implies ' a  bridge over the 
River Thame at a place fomlerly called Stayley' .  

The Staveley family held the manor from the 
time of Edward m. Robert de Staveley held the 
manor from the lord of Mottram-in-Longdendale. 
The lands passed from the Staveleys by marriage 
to the Asshetons and thence to the Booths. Inter
esting stories include that of a trial by combat in
itiated by the Staveleys to obtain part of their 
lands stolen from their family. This was in the 
reign of Richard II when trial by combat was al
ready an outmoded practice. The story ends in an 
amusing way when the champion of those who 



stole the land failed to appear on the appointed 
day for the trial, being afraid to face the member 
of the Staveley family who was to fight for the 
land. The thieves thus lost the case and the stolen 
lands reverted to their proper ownership. 

Mottram-in-Longdendale 
This was once a thriving market centre for an ag
ricultural area. The court house (now a meeting 
room and information centre) was once the place 
where the Mottram Court met (it held jurisdiction 
over Stalybridge as well). The stocks stand on the 
village green to this day. The Packhorse Inn is 
well-named. It was a resting place for the teams 
of horses carrying s'alt from the Cheshire ' wiches' 
to Yorkshire and the North. 

St. Michael and All Angels is a 'gem ' of a par
ish church, built on a high ridge. It was once 
called 'the cathedral of East Cheshire '. Mottram 
was, of course, once part of Cheshire in the so
called 'pan handle'. It now forms part of the Me
tropolitan District of Tameside. 

Dame Elizabeth Booth (widow of Sir William 
Booth) of Dunham Massey, placed bread boxes 
for the poor in Great Budworth, Bowdon, Wilm
slow, Mottram and Ashton-under-Lyne churches 
in the early 17th century. The writer �ell remcm-
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bers the bread still being placed i n  Mottram 
church in the 1940s and 1950s. 

There is a great deal to whet the interest in Al
trincham's Tameside 'cousins'. Mr. Mike Nevell, 
the Tameside Archivist (whose talk in January 
1990 is recorded in this issue under the title 'Traf
ford's Prehistory'), has already classified many 
of the Stamford Papers concerning Ashton
under-Lyne. He would welcome any assistance in 
transcribing wills and inventories if you are inter
ested. Please contact the writer, teI. 941 6104. 

The Society is planning a visit to both Mot
tram church and SI. Michael's in Ashton-under
Lyne sometime soon. 

I should like to thank the staff of the Tameside 
Local Studies Centre in Stalybridge for their 
kindness and help in providing information. In re
turn I gave them a pamphlet recording Altrin
cham's Charter Celebrations printed last year by 
Trafford MBC and inscribed ' A  present from 
your sister borough - in Altrincham's Charter 
700th Celebration 1290-1990AD'. 

Not.e 
' Benefactors 10 the Parish of Mottram 

1748 W illiam Tetlow, of God1ey, gave for y" use 
of y" Communion one Silver Chalice, Value £ 1 0  

1763 Thos. Heginbolham, of Mottram, gave for 
the use of y" Communion one Silver Chalice, 
Value £30 

References 
Five Thousalld Acres of Old Ashtoll by Winifred Bow
man, JP. 
Bygolle Stalybridge by Samuel Hill. 
The Mottram alld Broadbottom Trail, published by Ta
meside MBC. 
Mottram Church, published by SI. Michael and All 
Angels Parochial Church Council. 



THOMAS DE QUlNCY 

Thomas de Quincy was born on August 18th 
1785. At this time his family was· known as 
'Quincy' (at a later stage the name was changed 
to De Quincy). 

The family lived in Manchester for a short 
while until Thomas De Quincy's father bought 
three acres of land outside the town boundaries. 
A large house was built near the then rural Moss 
Side and named Greenhey. As the house was the 
most prominent in the district it gave its name to 
the area, which is still known today as Green
heys. 

Mr Quincy's  health suffered from the damp 
M@.Ilchester climate which brought about the 
onset of pulmonary consumption. Although he 
travelled abroad a great deal, the hot sunny cli
mates failed to restore his health and he died at 
the early age of 40 in 1793. In later life Thomas 
feared he had inherited this complaint. 

Thomas and his elder brother were sent to a 
private tutor in Salford, the Revd. Samuel Hall, 
who was also one of their guardians. Under tlus 
tuition Thomas's gift for languages developed 
quickly and his love of reading also. 

In 1796 Mrs Quincy removed her family to 
Bath. Here the family name became De Quincy 
and being something of a social climber, Mrs De 
Quincy made contacts with fashionable and in
nuential persons. A successful contact resulted in 
Thomas being invited to accompany young Lord 
Westport to Ireland, for a six week holiday. On 
their way they stopped in Frogmore. Here, by 
chance, Lord Westport and Thomas were 
presented to King George m. On their journey to 
Holyhead the Welsh scenery impressed Thomas. 
Many people who met him at this time were 
charmed by his intelligence and manners. 

On his return from Ireland Thomas was sent to 
Bath Grammar School and later transferred to a 
school in Wiltshire. It was here he first read the 
poetry of William Words worth and admired it 
greatly. The Revd. S.  Hall advised Mrs De 
Quincy to send Thomas to Manchester Grammar 
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School and in November 1 800 he was enrolled as 
a student. The area surrounding the School was 
described by him as being the narrowest and dir
tiest in the whole of Manchester. 

The long hours of study, with little recreation 
time, led to Thomas becoming bored; frustration 
set in and he was affected by a liver complaint. 
The end result was deep melancholia. Thomas 
became utterly convinced he must leave the ever
increasing burden of study. As a great admirer of 
William Wordsworth, he resolved to journey to 
the Lake District. Accordingly, one July day, he 
set off at six in the morning intending to travel 
first to Chester, where his mother now resided. 
The journey on foot made him feel exhilarated 
and at eight o 'clock he arrived at the small market 
town of Altrincham (known colloquially as A \-\1-
trigem). When writing his autobiography, Tho
mas recalled his fust visit to this town when he 
was three years old. He and his nurse were 
staying in a hotel overlooking the sma II III arket 
place [the Unicorn?] At eight o 'clock in the 
morning, he was lifted to the window to see the 
bustling throngs below. The pretty, colourful 
stalls with the bright, clean produce captivated 
him. The cheerful sounds of laughter and conver
sation that accompalued the scene made a pro
found impact on his mind. Fourteen years later he 
surveyed the same scene and to him it appeared 
unchanged in any degree. 

After a hearty breakfast he continued his jour
ney, reaclung Chester tlle following day. After 
some initial difficulty Mrs De Quincy recovered 
from her displeasure at his conduct and agreed to 
his revised plan of travelling to Wales. Thomas 
left for the Vale of Llangollen and travelled many 
miles; he walked 15 to 20 miles a day, the exer
cise was of benefit to his health. (For years he 
would walk for hours, sometimes all night as he 
suffered from insomnia.) 

After travelling all over North Wales, Thomas 
decided to go to London. Here he hoped to bor
row from various moneylenders against the day 



when he would receive his inheritance from his 
father's estate. He was _not successful in obtaining 
a loan and lived · a difficul� existence, barely 
eating, and living in uncomfortable freezing lodg
ings which, however, were rent free. 

At this period, opium, in the guise of lauda
num, was in every medicine cupboard in the land. 
Laudanum was a mixture of opium in a tincture 
of alcohol, and was advocated for many illnesses 
and ailments. It was recommended for cholera, 
rheumatism, consumption and di�tes and other 
afflictions. 

In the spring of 1 804, Thomas experienced a 
raging pain in his jaw, the pain lasted for three 
weeks, a friend prescribed laudanum as a pain
killer, on taking the drug, the pain vanished. (De 
Quincy's biographer believed he was probably 
suffering from a decaying tooth and abscess.) The 
most important ingredient in opium is morphine, 
a pain-killer of great power. It quicldy becomes 
addictive. At fust he used laudanum occasionally 
but as his health deteriorated he came to depend 
on the drug. Sometimes he experienced periods 
of creativity but on other occasions he was left in 
a state of torpor, unable to write a word for days. 

Thomas was encouraged to emol as a student 
in Worcester College Oxford. His mother and 
uncle agreed he should have an allowance of 
£100 per annum. Finding academic work easy he 
mainly followed his own instinct and linguist tal
ents. He studied German, he was already well 

versed in Latin and Greek, at this stage he was 
translating various works into English. 

In 1 805 Charles Lamb introduced him to Sa
muel Coleridge. This friendship eventually led 
him to meet his idol William Wordsworth. Tho
mas subsequently spent a number of years in the 
Lake District. Here he met and married Margaret 
(Peggy) Simpson. In 1 8 1 8  he became the editor 
of The Westmorland Gazette. He relinquished 
this position after 1 8  months, finding great diffi
culties in meeting deadlines whilst writing his 
own pamphlets, articles and books. Nevertheless, 
he had learned the skills of joumalism, and sub
mitted articles to various publishers, always ob
taining advances to meet his ever-increasing 
debts. During his long life, battling against his 
addiction, ill healtll, and always being in debt, 
Thomas's output of works was enormous. He 
wrote fiction, criticisms, literary portraits and 
political commentaries. His most famous book 
Confessions of an English Opium Ealer was 
translated into several languages. He died at. the 
age of 74 on December 3rd 1 859 and was buried 
in St. Cuthbert's Church, Princes Street, Edin
burgh. 

References 
The Opium Eater by Grevel Lindop. 
COllfessiolls of all Ellglish Opium Eater by Thomas De 
Quincy. 

BLUE PLAQUES 

In 1990, Trafford Leisure Services started a pro
gramme to commemorate people and places of 
special significance in tile Borough, by erecting 
B lue P.laques. Local societies were asked to con
tribute suggestions for subjects worthy of being 
so honoured. Trafford were to finance two 
plaques each year, but were prepared to include 
additional plaques into tile scheme, if sponsorship 
could be found. From tlle outcome of the first 
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Chris Hill 
year's meetings, five plaques are to be erected 
during 1991 .  The two Trafford plaques are to be, 
one for the Market House in Altrincham, and one 
in Stretford, to tlle singer Isobel Baillie. Three 
sponsored plaques have been arranged for by the 
Altrincham History Society, for erection in Al
trincham. 

The first of the sponsored plaques was un
veiled on April 23rd by the Deputy Mayor of 



Trafford, Councillor Mrs. Lydia Burton in the 
presence of Mr. Robin Hill, Chairman of British 
Gas, North Western Region, whose headquarters 
are in Altrincham. North Western Gas sponsored 
the plaque which commemorates the first produc
tion of gas in Altrincham by George Massey, pro
prietor of The Unicorn, in 1 844, to light up the 
hotel frontage in the Old Market Place. Pre
viously, public lighting had been by oil lamps, or 
by watchmen with horn lanterns. The improved 
gas lighting so impressed the citizens of the town, 
that within two years they had raised £4,000 to 
buy the plant from Mr. Massey and form the Al
trincham Gas Company. A year after this, de
mand for the new lighting was sufficient to re
quire expansion, and so gas production was trrulS
ferred to Hale Moss, where Welman House 
stands today. George Massey's initiative was re
warded in 1 848, when he was elected Mayor of 
Altrincham. Whitbreads have cooperated in this 
civic venture, by allowing the plaque to be posi
tioned in the appropriate place, on the wall of The 
Unicorn Hotel, thus enhancing an area of special 
historic interest. 

A second sponsored plaque was unveiled on 
May 15th. This commemorates the distinguished 
water-colour artist Helen Allingham. Her family 
returned to Altrincham from Derbyshire in 1 849, 
at which time her grruldmother was living in Mar-

ket Street. Helen was the first woman to be 
elected a full member of the Royal Water-colour 
Society and her work is still popular today, being 
often reproduced on greetings cards. Some de
scendants of her family were present at the un
veiling. the plaque has been sponsored by Bell
way Homes Ltd, North Western, whose offices 
occupy the building where Helen Allingham 
lived, in Market Street. 

A third plaque is being sponsored by Barclays 
Bank in Stamford New Road (facing Regent 
Road), which as "Bank House", was the 
residence of the Gow family. Ronald Gow, son of 
the bank manager, is widely known as a dramat
ist; his best known play being the dramatisation 
of Love on the Dole by Walter Greenwood. Mr. 
Gow also had some minor success in film mak
ing; some of his amateur films being released on 
one of the national film circuits. He .is well 
known locally in connection with Altrincham' s 
Grammar School for Boys, where he was a first 
intake pupil, became an outstanding pupil and 
later became a master. The date for this unveiling 
has yet to be decided. 

It should be noted that several blue plaques 
exist within Trafford, other than those mentioned. 
Bowdon Conservation Group are responsible for 
five plaques in the Bowdon area, and Urmston 
History Society had two plaques put up in 1 990. 

LOCAL BOOKS 
Fallen in the Fight: Farnworth and Kearsley Mell Who 
Died in the Great War by Neil and Sue Richardson, pub
lished by Neil Richardson, 88 Ringley Road, Stone
dough, Raddiffe. 30cm, paperback, 9 1pp, 100 illustra
tions, £3.50. ISBN 1 852 1 6 058 6. 

Bridgewater Canal: A Pictorial History by Hugh Malet, 
S.B. Publications, Unit 2, The Old Station Yard, Pipe 
Gate, Market Dray ton, TF9 4HY. 15cm, paperback, 
1 04pp, 96 illustrations, £5.95. ISBN I 870708 54 7. 

Blanche oJ Lallcaster by Nomla W. Webster, published 
by Halstead Publications, 1 3  Queens Road, Harrogate, 
HG2 OHA. 22cm, .paperback, 96pp, 1 5  illustrations, 
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£4.85. ISBN 0 95 16548 0 2 .  
This is the second of two publications which have 

appeared in the last year with the same title, but by two 
different authors and published by two different publish
ers. 

Bus Compallies Series. No. 12 : Stalybridge, Hyde, Moss

ley and DukinJield Joilll Board by Eric Ogden, Trans
port Publishing Company, 128 Pikes Lane, Glossop, 
SK13 8EH. 30cm, boards, 96pp, 220 illustrations, 
£ 14.50. ISBN 0 863 1 7  146 X. 

Century oJCluJIlge: Study oJEducation ill the University 
oJ Manchester by A.B. Robeltson, University of Man-



chester, School of Educatioo: Haigh and Hochland. A5, 
paperback, 1 1 3pp, £6.50. ISBN 0 902252 1 9 4. 

Historic Towns of Lancashire by John Burgess. A4, 
paperback, 100pp, 10 illustrations, £15.00. ISBN 1 
85562 017 0 
Historic Towns of Cheshire by John Burgess. A4, 
100pp, 10 illUSlrations, £15.00. ISBN 1 85562 01 8 9. 

Both published by John Burgess Publications, 41 
Millcroft, Carlisle, CA3 OHZ 

Burial Register 1698-1734 edited by J.I. Bentley, Colne 
Register Transcriptions, 8 Halifax Road, Briercliffe, 
Burnley, BBlO 3QH. A4, spiral boWld, 96pp, £4.00. 
ISBN 1 873397 03 8. 

Moores of 1841. A4, spiral boWld, 48pp, 7 tab1es, 1 map, 
£3.00. ISBN 1 873541 06 6. 
Moores of 1851. A4, spiral bound, 63pp, 7 tables, 2 
maps, £3.50. ISBN 1 873541 05 6. 

Both by Arthur F. Taylor and David Moore, POMA 
Publications, 'Ellan Beg Vannin' , 17 Mendip Drive, 
Bolton, B12 6LQ. 

New Mills ill 1851 and 1881: As Seell Through the Cell

sus Returns by David A. Pritcher. Available from Ron 
Weston, Publications Editor, New Mills History So
ciety, The Thorns, Laneside Road, New Mills, Stock
port, SK12 4LU. 3Ocm, paperback, 7Opp, illustrated, . 
£1 .95. ISBN 0 9515926 2 9. 

Mediaeval Manchester and the Beginllings of Lallca

shire by Janles Tait, Uanerch Enterprises, Uanerch, Fe
linfach, Lanlpeter, SA48 8PJ. 2Ocm, paperback, 200pp, 
facsimile of 1904 edition, £6.95. ISBN 0 947992 62 6. 

This work is to the history of Manchester what 
Clarendon's History of the Great Rebellion is to English 
-Civil War historians. Maybe it has been superseded re
cently, maybe the ideas it puts forward are no longer 
fashionable. Nevertheless, it is one of the great wodes on 
the history of the North-west 

Reconstruction of the Pastglacial EnvirollfnenlLJl His
tory of Talion Park, Cheshire, from Valley Mire Sedi

menu by F.M. Cllambers and I. Wilshaw, University of 
Keele'- Department of Geography, Keele, ST5 5BG. 
3Ocm, paperback, 35pp, 3 diagrams, 1 map, £3.00. ISBN 
0 948943 07 6. 

Stretford: The Changing Scene 1945-1974 by Stretford 
Local History Society and Countryside Publications. 
Available in local bookshops or from Mr W. Ashton, 
236 Winchester Road, Stretford, M32 9PU (add P&p). 
19.7cm x 2 1cm, paperback, 48pp, 53 illustrations, 1 
map, £3.95. ISBN 0 86157 309 9. 

This book will be reviewed in the next edition of AI
trillcham History Society 10urnal. 

Home to Swy: Stretford in the Second World War from 

the Diaries of I.G. Atherton by J.G. Atherton, Neil Ri
chardson, 88 Ringley Lane, Stoneclough, Radcliffe, 
Manchester. A4, paperback, 63pp, 82 illustrations, 
£3.50. ISBN 1 852160624. 

lust Henry: Memories of Bradford and Moston Col

leries by Henry Bairsto, Neil Richardson, 88 Ringley 
Lane, Stoneclough, Radcliffe, Manchester. A4, paper
back, 39pp, 42 illustrations, £2.50. ISBN 1 8521 6 060 8. 

'The Diary of Peter Powl/all: A Bramhal/ Farmer, 

1 765-1858' edited by Heather Coutie, Old Vicarage 
Publications, Reades Lane, Dane-in-Shaw, Congleton, 
Cheshire, CW12 3LL. A5, paperback, 132pp, illus
trated, £4.95. ISBN 0 94781 8  59 6. 

This book will reviewed in the next edition of A lcrill
chamHistorySocietylournal. 

Mansions and Men of Dunham Massey by Frank Bam
ford (self-publisher) 9 Malvern Drive, Altrincham, Che
shire, WA14 4NQ. A5, 1 12pp, 43 illustrations, £5.95. 
ISBN 0 951 7225 0 6. 

Local History Magazines and Newsletters 
The Bowdoll Sheaf, No. 17, February 1991, the quarterly 
magazine of the Bowdoo History Society. A5, 8pp, 
£0.40, illustrated, ISSN 0265 816X. Available from the 
Honorary Secretary, Mrs R. Revans, 8 Higher Downs, 
Allrincham, W A 14 2QL 

Articles include 'Moss- Farm' (part of a series on 
Bowdon in the 17th century), 'The Auslralian Connec-
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tion' and 'Memories of DWlham House' (not to be con
fused with the more famous Dunham Massey Hall 
owned by the National Trust). 

Stretford Chronicle, Spring 1991 ,  the magazine of the 
Stretford Local History Society. A4, 1Opp, no price 
given. Available from Mr W. Ashton, Chairman, Stret-



ford Local History Society, 236 Winchester Road, Stret
ford, Manchester, M32 9PU. 

Articles include 'Games and Pastimes in Ihe Twen
ties ' ,  'Stretford and Transport', 'Memories of Mr Chat', 
' Do You Rernember?' and 'Yesterday's  News'. 

Local History Magazine, No. 29, February 199 1 ,  pub
lished by Robert and Sus an Howard, 3 Devonshire 
Promenade, Lenton, Nottingham, NG7 2DS. A4, 3 1 pp, 
illustrated,£lO.SOfor six issues. 

Articles include ' Aspects of local history in special" 
ist maps' ,  'The Andover Log Book of Fires' ,  'The local 
historian and the environment', 'The Counties of Eng
land' .  In this issue there are also long lists of society pe
riodicals, the Local History Bookshop and Noticeboard. 

Greater Manchester Courier No.2S, March 1 99 1 .  A4, 
44pp, £1 .S0 per year. Available from Grealer Manches
ter County Record Office, S6 Marshall Street. New 
Cross, Manchester, M4 SFU. 

Reflections of the history and context of Ihe media 
coverage of the Gulf War, staff appointments, 'Ent
wistle of Foxholes' ,  'GMCRO and Ihe future' ,  'Conser
vation', 'A days in Ihe life of the admin and microfilm 
departments' ,  'lnfonnation wanted on the provision of 
sites for sport in the past' and 'Lacemaking'. 

The Eye of the Eagle, No. ID, March 1 99 1 .  the newslet
ter of Knowsley Local Studies and Archives Library. 
AS, 32pp, 2 illustrations, free. Available from Knowsley 
Local Studies and Archives Library, Leisure Selvices 
Department, Huyton Central Library, Derby Road, Huy
ton, Merseyside, L36 9 UJ. 

Articles include a tribute to the late Bill LWld, Local 
Studies Assistant at Huyton Library, 1977-89, 'Why 
The Eye of the Eagle?' ,  'Prescot Football Club, 'lndus
trial Revolution; Part 1 ', 'Snippets of Locallnterest' and 
'The Changing Face of an Old Town: Street names old 
and new in Prescot, part 1 ' . 

The North Cheshire Family His/arian, Vol.lS,  No.2, 
May 1991, the quarterly journal of the North Cheshire 
Family History Society. Available from Mrs P.A. 
Clarke, Membership Secretary and Journal Distribution, 
North Cheshire Family History Society, 63 Lyndhurst 
Avenue, Hazel Grove, Stockport, Cheshire, SK7 SLT. 
AS, 32pp, no price for individual copies, membership 
£S.OO for those within 20 miles of either Sale or Hazel 
Grove, and £4.50 for country members elsewhere in the 
UK. (This 'Country members' idea is excellent. Perhaps 
other local history societies who publish journals and 
magazines should consider lower rates to prospective 
members who don ',t live in the area and can't get to the 
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meetings but are interested in the history of the area.) 
Articles include 'The History and Families of the 

One House, Rainow; Pal1 1 ' ,  'Committee Profile', 'Why 
Join a Family History Society?' ,  'TIle Black List'. items 
also include a list of where the records of local registrars 
for the N0I1h Cheshire area for births, deaths and mar
riages can now be found, and a list of the townships 
covered by the 18S 1 Surname Index volumes published 
by the North Cheshire FHS. 

Open His/ory, Nos. 38, March 199 1,  and No.39, June 
1991,  the quarterly magazine of the Open University 
History Society. Available from Mrs Jill Groves, 77 
Marford Crescent, Sale, Cheshire, M33 4DN. A4, SOpp, 
illustrated, £2.00 (plus £0.30 p&p). Membership of the 
Open University History Society is £S.OO per year. 

Articles include in No.38 include 'New OU Course 
in the pipeline: Family and Community', 'Two 17th 
Century Wills', 'HistolY and the National Curriculum' . 
. Age I',t Marriage in East Surrey in the mid-19th Cen
tury', 'Eleanor of Castile' ,  'Ollersett in 1 84 1 :  Land and 
People' ,  'Memories of a young Battery Sergeant-Major 
in the First World War, Pal12' and the Transcript Li
bnllY (which is a librmy of essays and olher al1icles 
available toOUHS members). ' 

Articles in No.39 include 'Local History, How She is 
Wrote: a personal view of Ihe current stale of Local His
tory publishing',  'History and the National Curriculum ',  
' Four�Dinlensional Marriage Horizons in  Dymock, 
Gloucestershire' ,  'Blessed are tlle Poor in Spirit For 
1lley Shall See The Workhouse: TIle coming of the new 
workhouse for the Dudley Poor Law Union' ,  ' Sir 
George Osbome Morgan, Liberal MP' 'The Shooting of 
the Shenley Shoemaker' ,md 'How to Wreck the 
Archives Without Really Trying' . 

Manches/er Region His/OIy Review. Vol.V no. l .  
SpringlSunm1ef 1 99 1 .  A4, 68pp, illustrated, £3.9S. 
ISSN O9S2-4320. Available from the Editors, clo Man
chester Polytechnic, Onuond Building, Lower Onnond 
Street, Manchester M l S  6BX. 

Items include articles on 'Scientists in Humble 
Life' ,  'Manchester Peace Conference of 1853 ' ,  

' Joseph Hanson: the weaver's friend',  computers 
at Styal, the Co-operative Union Library at Ho
lyoake House, Stockport Museum, Manchester 
Region Industrial Archaeology Society, Bibliog
raphy of everything of historical interest publish
ed on the Manchester Region in 1990 and Calen
dar of Local History Events. 



BOOK REVIEWS 

'EdenfleJd: Ufe In a Lancashire vl/
Jage c. 1500-1770' by John Slmpson. 
Edenfleld Local History Society, clo 
The Cottage, Tor View Farm, Helm
shore, Rossendale, BB4 4AB. 
25cm, paperback, 56pp, 24 l11ustra
tlons, 5 maps, £2.95 from bookshops 
(or £3.45 by post from John Slm
pson). ISBN 0 9516669 0 8. 

This is a book that should be read by every local 
historian. Very well written in clear, concise Eng
lish, it is a model of how local history should be 
written. 

Chapters are divided in subjects or themes not 
chronological time periods (the book only covers 
270 years anyway). The chapter titles are descrip
tive of the contents of each chapter: 'Edenfield', 
' Village families ', 'Edenfield's changing face', 
'House and home', 'Making a living" 'Poverty 
and poor relief, 'The church" .'Life in the village 
community' and 'Change in the air'. The end re.
sult is a work which gives an excellent impress
ion of life for the people of Edenfield � the early 
modem period to the beginning of the Industrial 
Revolution. 

Edenfield is a small village in South Lanca

shire, north of Bury and near Rossendale - but 
perhaps it would be better to let John Simpson 

describe the village. 
'Edenfield lies in southern Rossendale on a shelf 
of land sheltered by the heights of Dearden Moor 
and Scout Moor on the east and dropping down 
to the lrwell on the west. Apart from the inevit
able rash of new housing, the village essentially 
consists of rows of stone houses strung out along 
a single road. Travellen into Rossendale or places 
further north all too often pass throug\l Edenfield 
not giving it a second glance or, indeed, miss it 
altogether as they speed along the Rawtenstall
Edenfield By-pass. Even those who do stop in the 
village may dismiss it as simply yet another pro
duct of Rossendale' s industrial past. Yet, in com
mon with many other places in east Lancashire, 
Edenfield has a long history stretching back hun-

deeds of yean. And its past is not dead and buried 
but revealJ itself in the modem village in many 
different way.. For example, if you visit any of 
a number of the local farms you are immediately 
in touch with the Middle Agel .ince their build
ings stand OIl medieval sites. Similarly, street 
names such as Gin Croft Lane and Fish Rake Lane 
take us back to the age of the Tudon.' 

Most Edenfield people were farmers with 
other skills, trades and occupations as secondary 
sources of income. Agriculture was not of the 
best - oats being nearly the only corn crop. Sheep 
were kept in declining numbers (which is surpris
ing in an upland area of woollen weavers), al
though this was caused by enclosure following 
settlement of the Copyhold Dispute in the early 
17th century (James I who held the manor wanted 
to change the copyhold tenures, the tenants ob
jected). Without a common it was impossible for 
many to keep more than a couple of sheep. 
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Cattle were the main livestock, for butter and 
cheese. The breed was Lancashire longhorn 
which were good meat animals as well. As else.
where, horses were introduced in the 17th century 
for ploughing, as well as riding and carting. How
ever, oxen for ploughing appear in Edenfield up 
to the 1 690s, a time when many lowland areas in 
the north-west had given them up in favour of the 
horse for 50 years and more. 

Great attention is given to poverty and poor re

lief, which often gets only a passing mention in 
other local history and rarely analysed as it is 

here. 
One of the most delightful things about this 

book is the way John Simpson can turn the dry 
statistics into people and human characteristics. 
'Being normal human beings, Edenfield folk fell 
out about a whole variety of things,' he says in a 
section in the chapter 'Life in the village com
munityJ which encompasses anything from tres
pass and fights to theft and murder. 

'Some quarrels were of a trivial nature, as in 
January 1536(7, when Charles Nutloo sued Jolm 
Cowopp of Alhenbottom for the non-payment of 
a debt of 7. 4d. John was fmed 6d. Many disputes 



were about trespass onto property and theft of 
goods: in 1620, Francis Nuttall of Cbatterton Hey 
was fined 12d for not making sufficient fences and 
for trespassing onto the land of his neighbour, 
Henry Cowpe of AlderbotlOOl. Similar fmes were 
imposed 00 Edmund Milnes who, in 1663, dug 
stooes in George Haworth's land in Homcliffe and 
on Henry Rcmsbothcm and his tenant who entered 
the land of George Whitehead of Cha�rton in 
1674 and cut down trees and hedges.'  

Even if you have no interest in the history of 
Lancashire this is a book not to be missed. A 
great deal is packed into its 56 pages and the bib
liography is an education in itself, the size of bib
liographies for the histories of much larger 
places. ,!f John Simpson can find such a wealth of 
primary sources for a village, how much more 

'Altrlncham Past and Present' by GII
lIan Fltzpatrlck 
Willow Publishing for Trafford 
Leisure Services, Willow Cottage, 36 
Moss Lane, Tlmperley, Altrlncham, 
Cheshire, WA 15 6SZ. 
A4, paperback, 57pp, Illustrated, 2 
maps, £5.95. ISBN 0 9467361 32 O. 
At fIrst sight this book may seem to be purely just 
another of those 'pictorial histories' which lean 
heavily on nOstalgia for the 'good old days' for 
its appeal: However, 'Altrincham Past and Pres
ent' by its juxtaposition of early photographs 
with ones taken, if possible, from the same view
point goes beyond this. It reminds us just how 
much the town and district has changed and 
grown in the last hundred years. For this reason, 
and because many of the photographs have not 
been published before, this is a good book for the 
local historian. 

However, there are some flaws, partly caused 
by the fact that the book appears to be aimed at 
two markets, the general reader and the local his
torian, and has fallen between the two. Firstly, all 
the pictures for one street should have been 
grouped together. On p.6 there are twin photo
graphs of Stockport Road from the corner of Clif-
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could be found for larger places? This book 
should be on the bookshelf of every serious local 
historian and historian of the early modern peri
od. 

Before I end this review I should say some
thing about the illustrations. Where possible and 
applicable old photographs have been used, but it 
is the maps (five of them), drawings and photo
graphs of old documents which add a great deal 
to this study. The drawings and maps by John 
Crawshaw especially help to visualise for the 
reader what is difficult to put into words and add 
to the impression of life as it was lived in the 
1 6th, 1 7th, and 18th centuries. 

JiII Groves 

ton Avenue, and on p.3 0 there are twin photo
graphs of Stockport Road taken from the corner 
of Clifton Avenue looking the other way. Why 
couldn't these two pairs of photographs have 
been put together? Following on from this, surely 
it would have made better sense to have .grouped 
the photographs for an area together. For 
example, all the photographs for the centre of Al
trincham could have been grouped together, as 
could those for other places featured. Why were 
they scattered around the book with no seeming 
rhyme or reason? 

Another criticism is that oc;:casionally it would 
have been nice to have had three photographs to 
show what happened between the earliest one and 
the latest. For example, there is no photograph to 
show where the old bus station was on Kingsway. 
Anyone who has arrived in Altrincham since the 
demise of the old bus station and the rise of the 
new one would never know from this book that 
there had ever been one in that position. I know it 
was certainly not photogenic, being in 1950s 
utilitarian style, but it was as much a part of the 
Altrincham scene up to the 197 0s as the much 
photographed railway station clock. In the same 
way someone who has lived in Altrincham since 
the 1 960s would never know that trams termi
nated at the bottom of the Downs (the rails are 
probably still there under the tarmac). There are 



other examples of missing photographs, such as 
one of the old Bowdon Church School on Rich
mond Road. All that remains of my oid school 
playground is the chestnut tree that used to sup
ply our conkers in the autumn. 

I know that constraints on the number of pages 
and page design mean that photographs have to 
be left out which the author would have preferred 
to have included. Possibly this is what happened 
to some of the 'missing' photographs. The other 
problem might be that the photographs just don't 
exist. 

These criticisms aside, this is a good addition 
to the local historian's library. For the newly ar
rived in Altrincham, this book will at least give 
an inkling that what they are now living in is not 
a sleepy dormer town for Manchester but an ever-

changing, lively place. The juxtaposed photo
graphs are an excellent idea, one which I hope 
will be copied in other photographic histories. 

Finally, a suggestion for another book, one 
just concentrating on the centre of Altrincham 
using a series of photographs of each street at cer
tain periods to show all the great changes which 
have taken place since photographers first began 
to take shots of the town. It does seem that since 
the time of the Victorians every 20 years the town 
centre is remodelled and we are just about to have 
another bout of upheaval. There is little left of the 
17th lUld 1 8th century town. On second thoughts, 
perhaps this is too large a project for one book. If 
all the changes have been photographed then 
probably one book on each street is needed. 

Jill Groves 

Book Reviewing 
If anyone would be interested in joining the Book seen anything in the Local Books Section which 
Review panel for Altrincham History Society you fancy reviewing let the editor know. 
Journal, please contact the editor, Mrs. Jill Reviewing requires no specialist skills, just an 
Groves (address on p.2), giving name, address enjoyment of the subject and the ability to praise 
and historical interests. Payment is nil but you or criticise where necessary. 
can keep the book you are reviewing. If you have . 

Local History Society News 
Bowdon History Society 

Meets in the Lecture Room, Bowdon Downs 

Church on Bowdon Road. Visitors pay 

£0.50 at door. 

October 2 1 st, AGM and talk by Ian Dunn, 

Chief Cheshire Archivist 

November 18th, talk by Professor Richard 

Neave, the medical illustrator who recon

structed the face of Lindow Man. 

The subjects of these talks to be con

firmed later. 

Stretford Local History Society 

Meets on the third Thursday of every month 
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from September to July, 7.30pm at Stretford 

Central Library, Kingsway. 

July 19th, '"Memories'' ' slide show. 

If you want to know more about Stretford 

Local History Society, contact Mr W Ash

ton, 236 Winchester Road, Stretford, Man

chester, M32 9PU. Tel. 748-561 1 

Manchester Heraldry Society 

Meets at the Library of the Manchester and 

Lancashire Family History Society, Clayton 
House, 59 Piccadilly, Manchester 1 (oppo
site Piccadilly Bus Station, near the Newton 

Street corner). Non-members very welcome. 



July 13th, Visit to Smithills Hall, Bolton. 

If you are interested in this visit, contact 

David Butterwortb, 8B Beatrice Road, Wor

sley, Manchester, M28 41N. Tel. 06 1 -794 

1 653. 

North Cheshire Family History Society 

Meets at Sale (park House on Nortbenden 
Road)" Hazel Grove (Civic Hall, London 
Road) and Wilmslow (Wilmslow Library, 

South Drive). All meetings begin at 7.30 

Sale Meetings 
June 7th, Some 17th century Bowdon 
People 

July 5th, The DuIiham Massey Papers, A 
Source for Family Historians 

August 2nd, Question and Answer Evening 

Hazel Grove 
June 18th, Using the Mormon Library 

July 16th, The Poor Law & the Family His

torian 

August 20th, Open Evening 

Wilmslow 
June 26th, Pioneers in Saskatchewan 
July 24th, Researching Family History 

August 28th, Open Evening 

Stockport Historical Society 

Meets at Tiviot Dale Methodist Church, Ti

viot Dale, Stockport on the third Friday of 

each month at 7 .45pm, September to May. 

For more details on the 1 991/1992 pro

gramme contact Morris GalTatt, Honorary 
Secretary, 59 Malmesbury Road, Cheadle 

Hulme, Stockport, SK8 7QL. 
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Family History Society of Cheshire, 

Altrincham Group 

Meets at Altrincham Library on the second 
Tuesday of each month between September 
and July, at 7 .30pm. The Altrincham Group 

have a bookstall at each monthly meeting 

and orders for other publications can be 
made. 

For more information contact the Group 
Leader Mr. R. Davies, 8 Warburton Drive, 
Hale Barns, Altrincham, or the Secretary, 
Mrs. J. Jones, 69 Derbyshire Road South, 

Sale. 
September 1 0th, Family History and Gene

tics. 
October 8th, AGM and Brains Trust 

November 1 2th, Chester City Record Of
fice. 

December 10th, Party and Family Heir
looms. 

January 14th, Wills 

Altrincham History Society 

Meets at Altrincham Library once a month 

on Mondays at 7.30pm from September to 

May. 

September 23rd, Wanderings roUlld AltTin
cham, C. Hill; Victorian Altrincham, F. 

Bamford 

October 28th, Fascination of old county 

maps, D. Morrison 

November 25th, Corn mills of Cheshire, O. 

Bott 
December 16th, History of local inn signs, 

D. Snape. 



!J\(prtliern Writers 5tC£visory Services 
77 Marford Crescent, Sale, Cheshire, M33 4DN. 061 969 

1573. 
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Copy-editing, proofreading 

Desktop publishing 

Laser-printing 

Word-processing 
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£0.20 per master copy sheet 
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At these prices can YOU still afford not to be one of our customers ! 
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Journal, contact the Editor, Mrs Ji I I  G roves, 77 Marford Crescent, 

. Sale, Cheshire, M33 4DN. 
. 

The rates are £25.00 per ·half A5 page (1 3cni width by gcm depth) 
and £50.00 per full A5 page (1 3cm width by 1 8cm depth). You wi l l  

have to supply yo ur own artwork. 
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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 

Our 1991-92 year has got off to a good start with 
well-illustrated talks by Mr F. Bamford on 'Vic
torian Altrincham ',  Mr C. Hill on 'Wanderings 

round Altrincham' and Mr D. Morrison on the 
subject of antique maps. We have continued to 

press Cheshire County Council to continue to 
fund the Victoria County History project and !lIe 
Hon. Secretary and many o!ller members have 
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written to the Council. We had an enjoyable visit 
to Ashton-under-Lyne, !lIe details of which arc in 
these pages. Don't forget to try to puzzle out the 

mediaeval Latin document provided by Ian Shar

man - I am sure you will find it an interesting 

challenge - with a prize at Christmas ! 



HISTORY NEWS 
Barges at the Bottom 
During work to turn a basin of the Bridgewater 
Canal at Worsley into a marina part of the canal 
was drained and narrow boats, most of them coal 
carriers. emerged into the light of day for the first 
time in 100 to I SO years. 

The Greater Manchester Archaeology Unit es
timated before draining began that there were at 
least 12 boats at the bottom of the basin. They 
were astounded when 2 1  emerged from the mud. 

Unfortunately. although it is feasible to make 
the boats canal-worthy again. lack of funds and 
time mean that this will not be done. However. 
significant parts of the boats and artifacts will be 
saved and studied. [Source: The Guardian, Metro 
News and GMR B BC Local Radio] 

1993 North-west Heritage Fair 
This is at the plam1ing stage at the moment. Lan
cashire Local History Federation. the Cheshire 
Community Council Local History Committee 
and the Chetham Society are getting together to 
see if it is feasible. 

At the moment the LLHF. the Chetham So

ciety and Cheshire Commw1ity Council are look
ing for a venue. It has to be fairly large and fairly 
cheap. preferably associated with either a mu
seum or an historic house. with good car parking 
facilities and an area for outdoor activities like 
morris dancing and perhaps a craft fair marquee. 

Any suggestions to JiIJ Groves who will for
ward them to the Honorary Secretary of the 
LLHF. 

Auctioning History 
After Greater Manchester Record Office's pur
chase of some of the Entwistle of Foxholes 

archive last year. regrettably. yet more of tlus 

valuable local archive have been auctioned. For

tunately the Victoria and Albert Purchase Grant 
Fund came to the rescue together with Town 
Centre Securities (for the Rochdale Canal Com

pany) and GMRO bought them again. [Source: 
Greater Manchester Courier] 
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GMRO Record Office - New Additions 
An archive comprising of the deeds, going back 
to the late 18th century, of buildings that once 
stood between Minshull Street and Aytoun Street, 
Manchester has been deposited by the convey
ancing section of the late lamented Greater Man
chester County Council. This should be a great 
boon to anyone researching the history of Man
chester in the 1 8th and 19th centuries. There is a 
evidence that Piccadilly Gardens was a rural area 
with fields and fish ponds. 111ere are 24 deed 
packets altogether. 

Other recent deposits include photographs and 
films of the Manchester Ship Canal (BI0/addnl). 
plans of abandoned mines (non-coal) (NMlNI) 
and the Roll of Honour. London and North West
ern Railway. 1 914-19 (Q203/). [Source: Greater 
Manchester Courier] 

' Plants from the Past' 
This is one for Altrincham historians who are gar
deners. lames Sutherland and David Stuart in 

Dunbar, East Lothian have set up a mail order 
serviced called 'Plants from the Past' to provide 
old-fashioned varieties of plants and flowers to 
those who want them. You can have anything 
from the Roman period to the 19S0s. 

They have also restored a 1 7th century Scots 
garden. You can visit them at The Old House, 1 
North Street, Belliaven, Dunbar. East Lothian. 
Tel (0368) 63223. Open l .OOpm-S.OOpm every 

day except Tuesday. For a list of plants in their 
mail order catalogue send three first class stamps 
to 'Plants from the Past' at the above address. 
[Source: The Newslell�r of the Friends of the 

English Civil War Society] 

The History of an Ordinary Person 
Greater Manchester Record Oftice mounted an 
exhibition in August which proved that the lives 

of ordinary people can be as interesting as those 
of the Good and the Great. Bernard Cressy ( 1 899-

1987) happened to donate his personal archive to 
GMRO with the wish that they be used for the 
Centuries of Travel exhibition. In August G MRO 



arranged an exhibition on the life of Mr Cressy. 
The archives included travel notes (he travelled 
extensively abroad until his 80th birthday), post
cards, photographs, magazines, leaflets, news
papers and they all go together to give a picture 
of an ordinary but very interesting man. Mr 
Cressy was a lifelong vegetarian, a Morris dance 
devotee, a humanitarian, a member of the little 
known radical church of the 1930s, the Church of 
the New Age and, surprisingly, a Conservative 
voter. [Greater Manchester Courier] 

What archives will AHS members leave be
hind about their own lives? Perhaps this plea 
from GMRO can help. 'I hope you will ... think 
twice about those unlabelled photograph albums, 
and consider committing to paper your reasons 
for holding certain views. In this way future 
generations may be better able to understand 
those whose actions have shaped their own so
ciety.' 

North West Film Archive Video 
The North West Film Archive is selling a second 
compilation drawn from its own collection. Items 
included are Blackpool Seafront 1899, A Day in 
the Life of a W igan Coal Miner 1 9 1 0, Her Dress 
Allowance 1930, Calling Blighty 1 944, Man
chester's Last Tram 1949, Vulcan car production 

1 9 1 3. Wilmslow camival 1923, A City Speaks 
1 946, The Changing Face of Salford: Life in the 

Slums 1969, Holiday 1957. The running time is 
57 minutes. Price £13.99. 

For more information about the North West 
Film Archive and this new v ideo contact North 
West Film Archive, Manchester Polytechnic, 
Minshull House, 47-49 Chorltort Street, Man
chester Ml 3EU. 

The Talbot Library, Lancaster 
The Talbot Library, Lancaster, recently opened 
on October 19th, is an archive of the history of 
Catholicism in the North-west. 

The Library is still in its infancy and says ·it 
cannot yet give a full library service, but from 
November 3rd onwards it has been open from 
1O.00am - 1 .00pm, 2.00pm - 4.00pm Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, and by appoint 
with the Librarian on Saturday. 

The Library is very grateful for the donations 
of books already received and would be very 
grateful for more. The 'Friends of the Talbot Li
brary' has also been established to support the 

work of the Library with money and donations of 
books and periodicals. 

For more information on the Talbot Library 
write to The Librarian, Talbot Library, clo 

B ishop's House, Cannon Hill, LancaSter LAI 
5NG. 

A DUNHAM MASSEY ESTATE COURT 
ROLL FOR ALTRINCHAM BOROUGH, 

MAY 1653 

Altrincham borough was part of the Dunham es
tates. The borough had its own court which had 
many titles: portmote (in the Charter in 1290), 
hallllote, inquest. view of frankpledge, and lee!. It 

was the property and perquisite of tlle lord of tlle 
manor of DWlham Massey and was held in front 
of his bailiff or steward. It served to provide local 
government for tlle lown and legislated in petty 
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court cases through a jury system. 

The estate court transcribed below reveals tlle 
procedures of the Court Leet of Altrincham and 

some aspects of life in tlle town during tlle Com-
1ll0nWealtll Interregnum in tlle 1 650s. The lord of 
the manor at that time was Sir George Booth of 
Dunhalll Massey. The Leet year ran from Mi
chaelmas and the Court met twice a year, at Mi-



chaelmas (generally held in late September/early 
October) and in April or May. The most import
ant session Was the Michaelmas one when the 
burgesses from the Court were selected to form a 
jury. Three burgesses were proposed for mayor, 
from whom one was selected by the lord of the 
manor's steward. Also officers were designated 
to take on the many tasks necessary to run the 
town. The May court, represented by the docu
ment presented here, was not as important as the 
previous October court (except for the unusual 
case of the selection of mayor and a few officers 
in May 1 653, explained below). One feature re
corded in tIle title of the May court was the 'view 
of frankpledge',  already an archaic function, 
which in early mediaeval times had been a proce
dure by which persons were made responsible for 
their neighbours' behaviour. In the May court of 
1 653, though it was stated at the outset as part of 
the Court proceedings. it did not take place. 

Features of the May court proceedings: 

i .  Twelve jurors were sworn for the session. They 
were all male aild described as gentlemen. They 
were all burgesses, whose status was determined 
by virtue of holding land within the borough. 

ii. A number of new burgesses were identified as 
having inherited or bought their burgage proper
ties. 

iii. From the burgesses three were selected from 
whom the steward named one as mayor, Henry 
Bradshaw, even Ulough he had only just become 
a burgess! However, the mayor was normally se
lected at the October session. Bradshaw was cer
tainly Ule mayor from October 1 653, so i t  may be 
Ulat the previous incumbent for 1 652-3, Richard 
Brereton, had to be replaced for some reason dur
ing his year of office, and that Bradshaw was 
probably mayor for eighteen months from May 
1 653 to October 1 654. From October 1 654. Ri
chard Wright (one of the jurymen listed here in 
1 653) became the mayor. Most of the other jurors 
had been mayor. or were to become mayor later. 

,IV .  There would normally follow Ule 'present-
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ments' of the officers, i.e. bailiff, constables, bur
leymen (byelaw men), ale tasters, piners or pin
ders (who kept control of livestock), etc., giving 
an account of their work. In this roll of 1653 no 
presentments are recorded. This is unusual and 
the proceedings seem to be abridged as shown at 
the end where the document states 'this is ex
tracted' .  It may reflect � slight laxity of procedure 
due to the uncertain politics of the day. 

v .  The Court then heard a nwnber of pe tty civil 
and criminal cases. These involved unlawful 
gaming, wounding, disturbance, ajudgement giv
ing a woman access to her property uuough an
other's garden and several cases of harbouring 
strangers or inmates. This last situation was not 
allowed; there was much lawlessness (ule time 
was two years after the third civil war) and va
grants were to be driven out of lie borough. At 
this session, a court order (byelaw) was proposed 
forbidding accepting strangers into houses. There 
was a case of someone digging clay where not 
allowed and tlus led to another order which the 
burleymen ' (byelaw men) would have to enforce. 
A number of people had broken the assize of 
bread and ale and were fined. It is likely these 
were shopkeepers or market traders who were 
giving poor quality food, or short weight or quan
tity. In lie cases, some names occur in more Ulan 
one instance. 

vi. The jurors signed lieir names to aulienticate 
the proceedings. This section was ringed round to 
indicate it was not at Ule end of the record as 
would be normal. 

vii. Finally there is a short list of appointments of 
officers for Ule Court, appended almost as an 
oversight. It appears some officers had to be re
placed for some reason halfway Ulrough Ule year 
(like Ule mayor, above). The end of the document 
is very scrappy, lie writing scrawled with several 
crossings out 

The' court roll is in Ule ownership of the Na
tional Trust and deposited in Rylands Library. It 
reads as follows: 



BURGAGE [BOROUGH] OF ALTRIN

C HAM 
At the Court Leete and View of Ffranckpledge houlden 
there being the fourth day of May in the yeare of our 
Lord God one thousand six hundred fifty and three be
fore Willianl Rowcrofl, gent., Steward there for the 
Ho'ble Sir George Boothe. 

The names of the lurors and Burgesses aU the Court 
be 

William Leicester, gent. 
Richard Wright, gent. 
George Vaudrey, gent. 
HenI)' Cartwright, gent. 
lohn Ashley, gent. 
Robert Hesketh, gent. 
HenI)' Bradshaw, gent. 

) William Rowlinson, gent.) 
) Robert Lingard, gent.) 
) Thomas Hesketh, gent.) 
) swome 
) swome 
) lohn Coe, gent.) 
) lohn Ffletcher, gent.) 

whoo upon their oaths doe say and present as followeth 

first wee doe finde that Mr. HenI)' Bradsbaw is Burgess 
by virtue of purchesse from Mr. Robert Vaudl)' and Mr. 
Samuel Birch & from Mr. Ashton. Also wee doe finde 
that Mr. Robert Pickeringe is Burgess as heire unto Mr. 
Lee. 
Also wee doe finde Robert Hesketh to be Burgess by 
decent from his father. 
Also we doe finde that lohn Coe is Burgess by gifte 
from his father. 

wee doe present for Maior Mr. Robert Pickeringe 
lohn Ashley 
Mr. HenI)' Bradshaw swome 

wee doe present for Bailiffe 
(court bailiff) lohn Coe -----swome 

wee doe present for unlawfull gaminge Edward 
Awene, lohn Awen the younger, Robert Hoult, Robert . '  
Dealle 

And doe fine them in evel)'one-----------vjs. viijd. 
wee doe present Robert Houtt for makinge a blud

wipe and affray upon Richard Hollinworth and fine him 
in vis. 8d. & to be supprest brusing (7) for three yeares. 

wee doe present widdow Pova for Oisturbinge her 
neighbours & refer her to the Statute for punishm 'nt. 

wee doe present Ann Hoult, widdow, fo.- harbouring 
an Inmal\ in the end of her house. And doe peayne the 
said Ann Hoult to pull her forthe of the said building 
betwixt (?now) & the last Day of May next in payne of 
xxs. And the said Ann Hoult doe not sell any more ten
nants in the said buildinge in payne of xxs. 

wee doe finde that Ann Hoult. widdow, bath libertie 
to thatch and daube the backe of her house through 
Margreu Dobias garden And doe order the said the 
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Margrett Dobias to p'miu & suffer the said Ann Hoult 
to thatch and daub att her plesure in paine for eve I)' De
fault ------iijs. i iijd. 

wee doe fmde that the hedge formelie in Controver
sie betwixt Roberl Shaw & Margreu Dobias standeth as 
it ought to stand. 

wee doe present John Brook for entertayning a 
stranger into Broome House And do order him to put 
her away from the said house betwixt (now) and the last 
day of May next in payne of xxs. 

wee doe present Ffranc Spenser for harboringe hI" 
mates & doe order him to putt away all except Marg reU 
Smith betwixt (now) and the last Day of May next in 
payne of ------------------xxs. 

wee doe order that no inhabitant of Altringham doe 
henceforward receive any stranger or an inmatte into 
the township in payne of -----xxs. 

we doe present Ralph Pilkington for keeping an In
maUe and doe order hinl to pull her away betwixt (now) 
and the last Day of May in payne of xxs. 

We doe present those persons following for break
ing the Assize of Bread and Ale; 
lohn Brooke Margrett Moores 
lohn Worthington Robert Oayne 
John Awen the younger Ann Oeaton 
Edward Awen Robert Hoult 
Richard Ffletcher 
John Oayne 
lohn Ffletcher 

Janles Bradbum 

and doe fine them in 
evel)'one xxs. 

wee doe order that all the ould officers in the town
ship of Altringham which have not this day given in 
ther presentment shall continue in ther severall offices 
untill the next Court. 

wee doe order that the twentie shillings fonllerlie 
deposited into Richard Wright hands by Mr. George 
Vawdl)' for the use of this township of Altrincham be 
imployed by lohn Ffletcher and lames Hardy to pave in 
the Markett place about the Cross as far as the said 
twentie shillings will extend. 

we doe order that noe p' son doe dig or geu any Oay 
all the Oay holloe any neerer unto the highwayes in 
payne of xs. And doe order the overseer of the high
wayes to see the same place suffitionlly repay red be
twixt [now) and midsumer day next in payne of------xs. 

Wee doe find that these p'sons followinge have 

made default in grinding fee in the Lords miJne: George 

Ridgway, HenI)' Mather, John Mather, John Ellin Gib

son, William Lupton. And doe fine them in evel)' one j 

s. 
[signed) 
William Leicester HenI)' Bradshaw 



Richard W right 
George Vawdry 
Henry Cartwright 
Robert Lingard 
John Ashley 

we doe present for piners 
for the feild 

we doe present for piners 
for the Comon 

we doe present for ov' seer 

Robert Hesketh 
WilIiam Rowlinson 
Thomas Hesketh 
John Cooe 
John Fflelcher 

William Gibbon swome 
George Hankinson swome 

Thomas Dickinson swome 
Thomas Johnson swome 

for the well John Gibbon swome 
John Awen swome 

References 
Dore. R.N., TIre Civil War ill Clreslrire. Cheshire Com
munity Council, 1 966. 
Higginbottom, R.G., 'The Court Leet' in Allrillclranr, A 
H iS10ry (to be published). 
Ingham, A .• Allrillclranr alulBowdoll. 1 897. 

Editor's Notes 
£1 fine each for those transgressing the Assize of 

B read and Ale is very high. Manchester Court 
Leet fined between 6d and Is each the 80 or so 
regular transgressors. and the Northenden and Et

chells Court Leets only 6d. 

Richard Brerelon - At first I thought this might 

be Richard B rereton of Ashley. esquire, in 1 642 a 

Parliamentarian but by 1 646 a Royalist. He held 

land in Altrincham and had great influence in the 

area but he died in 1 649. 
It is much more likely that this was either the 

younger 'brother of Sir William Brereton of 

Handforth or a minor branch of either the Ashley 

or Handforth families (there was one in Altrin

chum). The B reretons of Ashley did have land in 

Altrincham which was looked after until his 
death in 1 636 by their servant, G�orge B arring

ton. 
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Henry Bradshaw - woollen draper of Altrin
cham. He would have been a woollen merchant 
with a shop in Altrincham. He would buy the 
woollen cloth from the weavers, then have it 
dressed and dyed. He might have it sheared, 
calendered and dyed in his own premises or take 
it to Manchester to be processed by the many 
shearers, callenderers and dyers there. He could 

even be using the full 'putting-out' system, bu
ying wool in the fleece, having it spun, selling it 

to the weavers and then buying it back again. 
Henry Bradshaw also leased a messuage in 

Northenden. He had a daughter called Hannah. 

George Vaudrey - of Bowdon, son of Alexander 
Vaudrey of Bowdon, who was mayor of Altrin

cham in 1 636. 
W illiam Leicester - probably a Leicester of Hale

low. one of the most ancient minor gentry 
families in area. The Leicester family do appear 

to have held land in Altrincham. Some of it 
passed to J runes a younger son of Robert Leices
ter of Halelow in the mid- 1 8 th century. 

John Awen or Owen - was a baker in Altrincham, 
therefore it is not surprising that he was brewing 

and selling beer. There were two John Awens in 
Altrincham at the time, both of them were bakers. 

William Lt/pton - a member of a family of chap

men in Altrincham. He could be the William 

Lupton who married a daughter of Robert Eaton 

of Altrincham, innkeeper and whom in 1 674 John 
Eaton, his brother-in-law, could not entrust with 

money bequeathed to his own children (it was left 

in trust with other kinsmen instead). 

The Luptons appeared to have specialised in 
selling lUXUry goods like wine, strong spirits and 

tobacco towards the end of the 1 7th century, a 
time of growing materialism and affluence for 

many people. 



TANNERS AND MASONS 
A Look at Timperley History 

Timperley has no castle, no Roman fort. no me
diaeval parish church, no battles have been 
fought here - so what history ha� it got? 

Well, during the Civil War tlle owner of Rid
dings Hall was shot in the leg at the Siege of Wy

thenshawe Hall in 1 644 (accidentally - his own 

gun went offl ). Apart from tllis nothing really 

outstanding took place, Timperley remained a 

fairly typical Cheshire township. B ut despite tlle 
fact tllat it now seems just a suburban outlier of 
Manchester, there are both visible and documen
tary remains ofTimperley's history. 

Some of tlle physical remains we take for 
granted: tlle railways ( 1 849 and 1866), the canal 
( 1 776), tlle roads and paths (mediaeval and ear
lier) and the buildings of various dates over at 
least 200 years. We have parks and recreation 

grounds, a cricket ground, a golf course - all with 

their own history. Lark Hill and Pickering Lodge 

parks were tlle grounds belonging to large 

houses; the recreation ground off Park Road was 
bought by public subscription to commemorate 

Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee; the Cricket 

Club moved to its present site in 1 883, and the 

golf course became the property of Altrincham 

Council in the 1 930s. but had been a private 
course since the late 1 9t1l century when it was 
part of the land belonging to Tirnperley Hall. 

Now we're getting somewhere - we have two 

halls in Timperley - Riddings Hall and Timper

ley Hall. Both were moated, botll there at least by 

the 1 400s, and there was probably a third moated 
site. off Heyes Lane, about which I have not yet 

found any records, but part of the moat lies at the 
rear of the Conservative Club. 

I remember the moat at Riddings Hall as a 

small child. and there are a few photographs of 

the Hall. There are none of the old Timperley 
Hall within its moat. as it was pulled down in pre
camera days. but the moat is definitely tJlere and 

the SOUtll Trafford Archaeological Group is 
carrying out excavations on the site of tlle old 
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hall. 

We first have a documentary mention of Tim
perley around about 1 200 when a "Waltero de 
Timperleie" was a witness to a land charter, and 

from the 1 300s onwards tlle successive families 

at Timperley Hall can be found in documents, 
down to William Ardeme who died in 1 584. His 

will is very detailed, giving information about 

tenancies, field names and farm stock, including 
draught animals, witll personal bequests of 
goods, clotlling and money to various relatives 
and servants. 

"Item I will lhat the said Margarell Wigges shall 
have yearely ... xx loades of turves to be taken 
uppon my parte of Common uppon Tymperley 
Mosse ... 
Item I give and bequeath unto Robert Arderen of 
Ashley tenne powndes one grey gelding and one 
yoke of young stei res .. .  
Item I give and bequeath unto Jeames Warberton 
my servant iiit (£4] in money, my c1oke. my hose 
of Cloth welted with velvett, my CUll dublell and 
one shirte." 

From about 1 600 onwards then, we can gain a 

lot more infomlation about the lives of Timperley 

people from various local records and especially 
from tlleir wills and probate inventories. From tlle 

Hearth Tax Returns tllere is a list of 54 names of 
householders (including nine women) out of 

which ten were exempt from tax tluough poverty 

(only two of them women). 

Most house had only one "heartll" listed and 

the inventories usually list fire irons only for one 

room, with tlle fuel used being mostly turf and 
later coals (i.e. charcoal) and cannell (i.e. coal). 

Only some of tlle inventories list tlle goods room 

by room, but these are very helpful in giving us 
an idea of tlle houses, when very few actually re
main. Most houses had only two or three rooms. 
and not forgetting that it was usually only the bet
ter-off in the community who made wills or had 
goods worth valuing, tllere were probably quite a 

few very poor houses with rotting beams, crum-



l 

bling daub and leaky thatch. 
Some of the wealthier people had up to eight 

rooms (Riddings Hall is listed as having eight 
"hearths" in the Hearth Tax Return for 1 664). By 
far the wealthiest among the inventories proved 
at Chester were the tanners, including Robert 
Worsley and the Coppocks. 

When Robert Worsley died in 1668 his estate 
was worth £537 1 6s 5d, about five times higher 
than the substantial yeomen and husbandmen -
up to 20 times higher than some. His house had 
eight rooms, with the one hearth in the "dwelling 
house", two parlours, a kitchen and buttery, with 
two chambers over the parlour and kitchen - and 
a corn chamber. He had more especially - "Tan
pitts, in number fifteene and some implements for 
a Tanner" valued at fA Os Od. Details were taken 
down about the fumiture, farm stock and crops, 
brassware and pewter were valued by weight, and 
listed separately were five silver spoons. 

Although Worsley was described as a tanner, 
he also had seven milking cows, and occupied 
seven closes (fields enclosed by hedges or walls) 
held for tenns of years from other Timperley 
men. but over half the value of his inventory was 
made up of debts owing to him - possibly from 
the tanning, but more probably from money 
loaned oul. 

By 1723, the estate of William Coppock was 
valued at nearly £1 500, about seven times higher 
than the next nearest in value. and of this total. 
£ 1 .275 3s 2d was in debts owing to him. Cop
pock had inherited an estate from his wife's 
father. William Goulden "att the Greene Head". 
This now provides a named location, and can in 
fact be traced through to the Tithe Award of 
1 838. It is near the junction of Wood Lane and 
Green Lane. 

As well >liS the inventory we have Coppock's 
will in which he left to his son John "my B ark
Mill and all the Materials thereto belonging and 
all other my Tools. Utensills, Materialls matters 
and 111ings belonging to the Trade or Business of 
a Tanner". He left the residue of estate to his wife, 
son John and two daughters, one of whom was 
married to Mr. ROPer! Leicester of Hale. gentle-
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man - surely a sign of Coppock's standing in the 
community. The inventory is very detailed, with 
references to a total of ten rooms, although two of 
these probably belonged to his son JOhn's house. 
The outside building included his bark mill and 
beam cote, barn and garner, "that cow butt neare 
the fold yate" and "Worsley's ShiPllOn". (Does 
this tllen provide evidence of a connection with 
Robert Worsley's estate? - Not yet prOVen!) 

His son John Coppock, tanner, died in 1 754 
and in his will left to his son WiUiam his mess
uages in Timperley, leasehold messuages in 
Ringway, his clothes and various funliture, and 
all his tan-pits and tools, but left tile residue of his 
personal estate to his son-in-law James Lowe. If 
his father's estate is anything to go by, the actual 
value of the residue (including debts owing to 
him) was probably more than all the rest put 
together, and it is then not surprising that William 
contested the will. Affidavits were taken from 
various people conceming the will and, inciden
tally, William' s  character. and it appears that a 
fonner will had been more in his favour but had 
been changed because "the said William Cop
pock by an idle drunken and disorderly course of 
life had so offended his father . .. " .  WilJiam died 
in 1790 aged 73. 

In contrast to the wealtll of tile various tanners, 
the stonemasons in Timperley show the other end 
of the scale. The probate records mainly refer to 
the various members of tile Holt falllily, and a 
possible explanation of tlleir relative poverty is 
the size of the families involved. This also adds to 
tile difficulty of sorting them all out, as at one 
time tllere were at least four adult Jonathan Holts 
in TimperIey. 

We still have some physical evidence in Tim
per1ey for tile sandstone quarrying in llle founda
tions of some of the older buildings and the site 
of one of the quarries on the south side of Stock
port road opposite tile Quarry Bank pub. 

Twenty-one years after Robert Worsley died, 
the estate of George Holt the elder was valued at 
£20 12s  9d, about one twenty-sixth the value of 
Worsley's.  He left bequests of money of five 
sons, a daughter and three grandchildren, and to 



another son George "3 croes of iron, the Smithy 
B ellows, the stidy, picks and all the rest of the 

botJ1 physical and documentary and brings to life 
some of the human feelings of a local stonema-

tools belonging to the stone delfe and smithy". son. 
His one cow went as a herriot to the landlord, he From Bowdon Parish Registers: 
had some crops in the bam and still growing and 
"Stone gotten in the Quarry" valued fA 5s Od. "David Houll of Timperley married Jane Simpson 

on 30 Dec. 1703" 
For his son George, who died in 

1 695. the inventory was valued by 
two of the most substantial men in (4 A RA T k A  
Timperley - the tanner William Cop
pock and Humphrey Paulden. ye
oman. but it still only totalled £38 I s  
8d. I t  mentions only two rooms, and 
only two beds. but also now one 
horse as well as a cow and two young 

O F  I E \I\ A  \\oV L..T 
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beasts. 
. H OV L1" of T I M rAR L �  y 

Another son of George H�lt the 
elder - Jonathan - died in 1 690. His 
will was written on June 8th, the in
ventory was taken on June 1 8th and 
he was buried at Bowdon on June 
1 3th. 10nathan's inventory does not 
mention any mason's tools. or refer 
to any stone. but he had three milk 

M E Sov\ "" \\ 0  ])� rERl' A b  
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cows and a mare and colt. and tJ1e total value was 
£44 1 2s IOd. His will contains no reference to a 
wife - he left all the residue of his estate to Mary 
B rooke - "singlewoman ... and she shall have tJ1e 
nourishing. educating and bringing up of my 
daughter Griseil Hoult: Aliter Brooke ... " This is 
not tJ1e first reference in a Timperley will to prob
able illegitimate children. often looked after on a 
par with the others. 

We must not forget another source which is 

From Bowdon Churchyard - flat grave slab: 
Remember that the old year was reckoned as 

starting on 25th March. David must known some
tJ1ing of Roman lettering, but unfortunately got 
the A and E confused, along tJ1e shape of tJ1e N .  
but this is possibly his own personal memorial to 
a wife of only two montJ1s. 

So, although there may be no physical traces 
left of tJ1e wealtJ1Y tanners of Timperley, we have 
still got records of part of Timperley's history -
carved in stone. 

Adapted from a talk given /0 the Society on 281h January 1991 . 

ANCIENT FOOTPATHS ASSOCIATION 

From The Manchester Guardian November 27th 
1 852 

"At a numerous meeting held at the Downs Hotel. 
on 3d instMt. executive committee was appointed 
to carry out the intentions of tlle association. in 
conjunction with the parent society established in 
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Chris Hill 
Manchester. The committee held their first meet
ing. at the Downs Hotel. on Wednesday evening 
last, when the following gentlemen were elected 
officers:- Rev. Mr. Sevier. chaimlan; Mr. 11lOS. 
Parlington; secretary; and Mr. William Collier. 
treasurer. It was resolved. that a collector should 



be appointed, and that an active canvas should be 
forthwith made for subscriptions. Several subscrip
tions and names of subscribers, were handed to the 
secretaI)'; and from what was said by the rev. 
chaimlan, it appears that the association will re
ceive the cordial support of the inhabitants gener
ally. " 
This public interest in preserving ancient 

rights of way followed moves earlier that year by 
Lord Stamford to enclose Hale Moss, much to the 

,." dismay of the burgesses of Altrincham's town-
ship who thought their use of the Moss were en
sured in the 1 290 charter which seemed to allow 

T' them free access and pasturage on the Moss. The 
burgesses and commoners would be well aware 
of a similar incident in 1 826, 26 years earlier, 
known as the Flixton Footpath Battle, when 
Ralph Wright built Flixton House and decided to 

stop people crossing his estate by footpaths. This 
resulted in a public reaction, both locally and 
wider afield. The Mancltester Gazette took up the 
cause and published various articles on the path. 
This resulted in the formation of a Society for tlle 
Preservation of Ancient Footpaths, the parent so
ciety of which the Altrincham Association was an 
offshooL In the case of the Flixton footpath Mr. 
Wright lost a court case and as well as havirig to 
open up the path, was also fined £750. The Flix
ton case was the catalyst for the first amenity so
ciety and resulted in many subsequent similar so
cieties. 

NB.  The punctuation in the quote above is as it 
was printed in the paper. 

DEED OF PRIVATE CONVENANT 1472 
(i.e. quit-claim to lands etc) 

Jrom lohn Mainwaring andlohn Warren to Ralph Main waring 

The following is a translation of a document ac
quired by a local resident, Mr. Denis Morrison, 
from an antique shop. It is interesting that it con
cerns representatives of several Cheshire families 
of the period, the de Ashley's owning property in 
Altrincham_ 
Nov[erjinJ l.lTliv/er}si pler} presentes nos 
loh[anjem le Maynwarying militem aJ 
loh[anjem Waren armig[er]um remisisse relax
asse e.r om/njirw pro nobis et heredibus n/ostjlris 
imp/erjp/ellljm quielum ciamasse Radulpho 
Maynwaryng Jilio et heredi Hugonis Maynwa
ryng frateris mei plrejd[ icjti loh[an)is Maynwa.
ryng herediblls et assignatis suis 10lu[mj jus 
n[ostjr[ujm el ciameulm} que he[relijmus vel 
h[abjere poterimlls in om[n]ibus illis mesuaglis 
terris et ten[emenJisj reddit[ is} et s[er}viciis cum 
earl/m p[er}tinentiis in Moburley et Magna. Wer
forde que nup[er} h[ab}uimlls simlll cllm 
Riclardjo de Wenyngton el lohlan}e de Assheley 
armig[er}is iam defi!nctis ex dono etfeoffamento 
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Translated by R. Norman Dore 
Nich[olji Bostok nup[erj de Moburley 
p[rejdict[ij de quibus quidem mesuaglis terris et 
ten[emenjlis reddil[isj el s[er}viciis cum eomm 
p[erjtinenliis p[re}falus Radulphus lemp[or}e 
confect[ijol n}is huius scripti seisitlls existit in 
d[omi}nico suo ul de feodo Ita vera q[uojd nec 
nos p[rejfati lohlanjes Maynwaryng et 
loh[anjes Waren nec heredes nIostjri nec aliquis 
alills nIostjie seu iure nlost}ro aliquod ius vel 
ciameu[mj in plrejd[ijc[tjis mesuagiis terris et 
tenlemen}lis reddil[isj er s[er}viciis cum eorum 
p/erjlinenJiis de celero exig[er}e vel vendicare 
pot[erjimus sed ab omlnji act[ijone iuris et cia· 
melt sumus exciusi el barrati im.[erjpetultm} El 
nos vero p[rejd[ict}i loh[an}es Maynwaryng el 
lo[anjes Waren et heredes n[ostjri om[njia 
p[re}d[icjta mesuagia ten-as et ten[imen}ta rad
ditla} et Sler]vicia cl/m eorum pler}tinentiis 
p[ re]fat[ 0] Radulpho heredibus et assignatis suis 
contra om[ n]es genJes warantizabiums el 
im{erjplelUll}m defendemus proviso samplerj 



q[uo}d ista p[re}sens n[ost}ra warantizat[i}o se 

extendaJ ad excludend[ um} et barrand[ um} nos 
et heredus n[ost}res de om[n}i titulo iuris et cla

mei in p[re}miss[o} sed non ad reddend[llm} ad 

valorem In ouius rei testi[m}o[niu}m p[re}sen
tibus Sigilla n[ost}ra apposimus Dat' tertiode

cimo die Octobris anno d[omi}ni millin[ari}o 

quadringentesinw septuagesinw sec undo. 

Englisb translation 
Let aB men know dlfough dIis present [docu

ment] iliat we, John le Mainwaring, knight, and 
John Warren, esquire, do remit and release and 
altogether, on behalf of us and our heirs in perpe

lUity, quit claim to Ralph Mainwaring, son and 

heir of Hugh Mainwaring, ilie broilier of me dIe 
aforesaid John Mainwaring, [and] to his heirs and 
assigns all iliat right and claim iliat we inherit or 
can hold in all dIOse dwelling places, lands and 
tenements, rents and services with dIeir appurten
ances in Mobberley and Great Warford that for

merly we held togedIer with Richard de Winning
ton and John de Ashley, esquires now defunct, 

out of dIe gift and enfeoffment of Nicholas Bos
tock formerly of Mobberley aforesaid; of which 

dwelling places. lands and tenements, rents and 
services widl all dIeir appurtenances the aforesaid 

Ralph by the time of the making of dIis document 
is seized [possessed] in his demesne as of [his] 
fief, so truly that neither we the aforesaid John 
Mainwaring and John Warren nor our heirs nor 

any odler of ours can by any right of ours in dIe 
fUlUre demand or exact any right or claim on the 

aforesaid dwelling places, lands and tenements, 

rents and services with their appurtenance but 
from all such action of right and claim we are ex
cluded and barred in perpetuity. And we, truly ilie 
aforesaid John Mainwaring and John Warren and 
our heirs, all the aforesaid dweBing houses, lands 
and tenements rents and services with dIeir ap
purtenances to the aforesaid Ralph his heirs and 
assigns against all man will guarantee and in per
petuity defend, on the understanding always that 

this our present guarantee is extended to exclude 
and bar us and our heirs from all title of right and 

claim in the things mentioned before, but not to 
render us accountable for dIe value dIereof. In 

testimony of which matter we affix our Seal to 

this present (document) dated the thirteenth day 
of October in dIe year of our Lord one thousand 
four hundred and seventy two. 

N .B_(i) The letters given in brackets inside words 
in the translation are indicated in ilie original by 
abbreviation sign which show that dIey have been 
omitted. 

N .B.(ii) I have checked all dIe personal names 
given in Ormerod's History of Cheshire and they 
fit into the correct time and place. A branch of the 

Mainwarings were the official lords of the much 
divided lordship of Great Warford for most of the 

Middle Ages. The Warrens were lords of Poynton 
and Stockport. There were Richard de Winning

tons and John de Ashleys at the correct time and 

there was a Nicholas de Bostock, a younger SOil 
of the Bostocks of Bostock near Northwich, who 
had property in Mobberley. 

VICTORIAN STAINED GLASS IN AND 
AROUND ALTRINCHAM 

The era of Victorian stained glass began in the 

early I 840s and revived the mediaeval techniques 
of working widl coloured glass dIat had died out 

in the mid- 1 6th century. Many new churches 

were built and dIe majority of mediaeval ones 
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Oerek G. Richbe/l 
were restored in Victorian times, the impetus 

being the Anglo-CatJlOlic revival and there was a 
great demand to fill the windows with stained 
glass, the production of which, between 1 840 and 

1 870, increased at a phenomenal rate. Many win-



dows were paid for by local prominent families 
who realised that a stained glass window made a 
fitting and not too expensive memorial to a de
ceased relative. Several of the major Victorian 
stained glass fmns and some lesser ones are rep
resented at least once in local churches and the 
windows mentioned are typical examples of what 
can be seen. 

The east window of St Margaret's, Dunham 
Massey, is a fine example of the work of Thomas 
Willement, signed and dated 1 854, but unfortu
nately the lower part of it is obscured by a later 
reredos. Willement ( 1 786- 1 87 1 )  was artist in 
stained glass to Queen V ictoria and was also a 
well known antiquarian and heraldic scholar. He 
was one of tlle major craftsmen of tlle 1 830s pre
paring the way for (he Gothic Revival and was re
sponsible for some of the earliest of 19th century 
stained glass windows. The St. Margaret's win
dow shows, beneath tlle large area of tracery, two 
rows of well executed figures, the top row in
cludes Christ, the four Evangelists, SI. John (he 
Baptist and St. Peter, and the lower, St. Paul and 
six Old Testament prophets. Willement was also 
responsible for tlle heraldic glass in CapestllOrne 
Hall. 

The other windows in SI. Margaret's are by 
Lavers, Barraud and Westlake, their studio being 
operational between 1 855 and 1930. Lavers' and 
B arraud's best windows were made in tlle early 
1 8605 before Westlake joined the firm and the St. 
Margaret's windows have lost some of the me
diaevalism of tlleir earlier glass and are more pic
torial in style. Particularly interesting is tlle Last 
Judgement window on tlle . nortll side showing 
numerous figures including Christ as J udge, St. 
Michael, angels blowing the last trumpet. the 
dead rising from tlleir graves, the saved, but not -
as is usually shown in a Last Judgement scene 
the damned. Perhaps it was thought tllat tlle 
people in tlle neighbourhood of Dunham Massey 
all lived righteous lives! 

The output of Charles Clutterbuck ( 1 806- 6 1 )  
was not large, h i s  windows being very rare i n  the 
north of England and why his firm came to be 
chosen for tlle east window and the transept win-
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dows o f  SI.  Mary's, Bowdon would be interesting 
to know. These date from around 1 860 and are 
amongst the last the studio produced. Clutterbuck 
started his workshop in Stratford, Essex about 
1 840 and most of his work is confined to London 
and East Anglia. He was influenced only to a cer
tain degree by the Gothic Revival, his windows 
containing much enamel paint. The main subject 
of the east window in SI. Mary's is the Crucifix
ion with two subsidiary scenes showing tlle Sac
rifice of Isaac and the Brazen Serpent, the areas 
of black paint being very typical of the studio's 
work. 

Later Victorian windows show a reaction 
against the deliberate mediaevalism of earlier 
glass and less bright colours were used. The Pre
Raphaelite influence begins to be felt and a more 
secular and sentimental approach becomes appar
ent. The firm of Morris and Company, founded in 
1 86 1 ,  is probably tlle best known of all Victorian 
stained glass studios and after 1 875, Sir Edward 
B urne-Jones ( 1 833-98) became the principal de
signer. There are tluee local examples of Burne
Jones/William Morris glass. The east window of 
Hale Barns Unitarian Chapel dates from 1 906 
and is in memory of Mary Worthington of Sale 
Old Hall. In the central light is a figure of Charity 
with two children in her arms and four at her feet; 
the delicate background foliage quarries being by 
William Morris. Almough by 1 906 both Burne
Jones and Morris were dead, it was the practice of 
the studio to re-use tlleir cartoons. In St John the 
Divine, Brooklands a far busier window of 1 898 
shows tlle Ascension, in the tracery angels play 
musical instruments and tlle Reception of the 
Soul into Paradise is seen in the top light The 
third example of 1 893, again a fig�e of Charity, 
is in the United Reformed Church, Ashton-on
Mersey. 

In the soum transept of St. John the Divine, 
Brooklands - an Alfred Waterhouse church - is a 
window of 189 1 by C.E. Kempe. tlle subject 
being tlle Tree of Jesse which shows the descent 
of Jesus from me house of David. Jesse, the 
father of King David. is seen lying at the bottom 
of tlle window and a genealogical tree showing 



some of the ancestors of Christ grows from his 
loins leading the eye to the apex of the window 
where the Madonna and Child are seen. Charles 
Earner Kempe ( 1837-1907) founded what was to 
become one of the most prolific stained glass stu
dios in the late Victorian period taking his inspir
ation from the art of the 15th century. Many chur
ches in South Cheshire and the Wirral contain his 
windows as do 27 cathedrals and there exists the 
Kempe Society to encourage the appreciation of 
both his glass and his other church furnish-ings 
such as altar clOtilS and vestments.l 

A.W.N. Pugin, the famous Gothic Revival 
architect, persuaded John Hardman ( 1 8 1 1 -67) to 
open a stained glass studio in B irmingham in 
1 845 and from that date Hardman made windows 
of a very high standard to Pugin's designs until 
the latter's death in 1 852. Examples can be seen 
in Chester Cathedral and SI. Mary's, Whalley. In 
the 1 850s, tile Hardman sUldio was used by sev
eral of the Gothic Revival architects. Many 
Roman Catholic churches have glass by Hardman 
and Company and the sanctuary windows of SI.  
Vincent's, Altrincham are fine examples dating 
from about 1 906 and which are well worth stu
dying through binoculars. Scenes include some 
of the commonest depicted in stained glass, the 
Annunciation. Nativity, Crucifixion and Resur
rection. 

When examples of Continental glass are seen, 
altllOugh often technically fine, tiley can look a 
little out-of-place, especially if viewed side by 
side with 'English glass. The largc west window 
in SI. Mary Magdalene, Ashton-on-Mersey is 
signed by Capronnier of Brussels and dated 1 8 8 1 .  
The glass shows tile Three Kings (and 24 other 
figures) visiting the infant Jesus, another com
mon subject. but tile.classical ruins in the back
ground and the prominent use of pale blue ena
mel paint are un-English features. Nevertheless, 
well worth a visit as also is SI. Luke 's, Goostrey 
where the five colourful windows are by Cham
pignelle of Bar-Ie-Duc, France whose work is 
very rare in England, 

The two most important and interesting win
dows in Altrincham are to be found in St. 
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George's; they are the tall lancet windows, one 
each side of the central east window. These are 
very good examples of the early work of the 
pioneer woman stained glass artist Mary 
Lowndes ( 1 857- 1 929), the left one signed al1d 
dated 1 895 and she has very cleverly managed to 
fill these awkward spaces with biblical scenes. 
She was an Arts and Crafts artist inspired by tile 
work of Morris and Company, who reacted 
against the mass production methods and stand
ardisation characteristic of many of the large Vic
torian studios. Mary Lowndes did all the stages of 
making a window by herself, from the design, the 
cutting and tinting to the leading up, using in 
1 895 tile newly developed ' slab' glass, a thicker 
and uneven glass which gave a fresh emphasis to 
light and colour. Her output was quite small when 
compared with the otiler finns mentioned who 
often employed several craftsmen for each stage 
of a window's manufacture. Later she became ac
tive in the Women's Suffrage Movement and de
signed many banners for tileir processions. 

Other Victorian and Edwardian studios repre
sented locally include:-

Heaton, Butler - Three windows at the 
and Bayne west end of St. Peter's, 

Hale and three windows in 
SI. John the Divine, 
Brooklands 

Percy Bacon 

Daniel Cottier -
of Glasgow 
and later London 

Waiter J. Pearce 
of Manchester 
and Wilmslow 

Ward and 

Three windows on tile north 
side of St. Martin 's 
Ashton-<>n-Mersey. 
One window 
adjacent to Kempe's 
Jesse window in St. John tile 
Divine, Brooklands. 
One window in St. Mary 
Magdalene 's, Ashton-ol1-
Mersey; the east window in 
St. Elizabetil 'so Ashley 
and the clerestory windows 
in St. Peter's, Hale. Pearce 
also designed the fine mosaic 
war memorial in the last 
church. 
Two windows on the north 



Hughes side of St. George' s, 
Altrincham. 

Shrigley and The central east window 
Hunt of Lancaster and two southerly ones in 

St. George's, Altrinchm. 

I hope, as the result of this article, members 
will take a new look at Victorian stained glass 
both locally and further afield. Although the ma-

jority of windows are not signed, when the indi
v idual characteristics of each frrm are recognised, 
it becomes possible to name the studios respon
sible for over two-thirds of all windows seen. 

. 

Note 
1. Details of the Kempe Society can be obtained from 
Philip Collins, 41 Yor1c Avenue, Crosby, Liverpool L23 
SRN. 

23RD BA TT ALION CHESHIRE HOME 

GUARD 

[Editor's Note: I should explain that this article 
was written at my request after Mr. Marriott
Moore had contacted me following the request 
for information on the history of Sale (Air Raid) 
Wardens Social Club, which was amalgamated 
with Brooklands Sports Club in May this year. 
Mr Marriott-Moore was not a member of the Sale 
Wardens but of the Home Guard. Nevertheless, I 
thought his memories would be interesting and 
they might spur others to write in with their 
memories of the Second World War in the Altrin
cham area. 

Mr. Marriott-Moore also edited the newsletter 
of the Sale Home Guard, The Dainewell Sentry] 

Ah, memories of Sale House Guard. I 'll try. 
Three Companies . . .  A company based at Clocer
ley on Brooklands Road, B and C Companies 
based at what is now the Woodheys Club on 
Washway Road and Battalion H.Q. in a house on 
the corner of Wash way Road and Raglan Road. 
The Battalion Commanding Officer was Lieuten
ant Colonel F.S. Dapp, OBE. The writer was 
originally with No. 9 Platoon, B C;mpany. The 
Platoon at tJle start was commanded by a Major 
C.E. Higham who had served in the Sudan and 
was a stickler for discipline. In November 1940, 
his assistant. Lieutenant T.R. Bromley, helped by 
J ames McLachlan, started a small newsletter -
Tile Dainewell Sentry. This was called after our 
H.Q. - Dainewell Fann where Mr. Morris and his 
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T. Marriott-Moore 
family became our hosts and friends. We were 
based in an old cottage whose roof slates trem
bled whenever a plane passed over. In 194 1 ,  we 
moved to a bungalow on Carrington Lane and tJle 
writer took over the editors hip of the paper which 
ran until October 1 944 when tJle Home Guard 
"stood down". l1lere are FOUR complete sets of 
The Dainewell Sentry in tJle Imperial War Mu
seum, Chester Castle, Cheshire County Record 
Office and Sale Reference Library. Naturally my 
memories are principally of B Company and No. 
9, tllough I was ultimately Battalion Transport 
Officer and Press Liaison Officer. 

Making progress, B Company patrolled tJle 
Ashton side and our platoon had part of Caning
ton Moss from where we heard the ships' sirens 
on the Ship Canal warning of tJle bombers com
ing and using the canal as a guide from Liverpool 
to Manchester, whilst from a post at the side of 
Carrington Lane, we watched the battering of 
Manchester and Salford. Sentry duty on a dark 
night was an experience for townies. Nearby 
heavy breatJling was found to be a nest of young 
owls whilst it was amazing how fast a hedgehog 
could appear and disappear (and tJley had fleas). 
Our section did one night in seven. In addition, 
there waS one night for training plus Sunday. If 
you were a specialist tJlere was an extra night. On 
our night we had a Corporal Lightfoot who did 
his 7 to 7 stint WitJlOut sleep and then went 



straight to work as a blacksmith. A World War 
One veteran. he accused the 40 year old as "hav
ing no stamina". Ah. those platoon nights and the 
good comrades. 

Moving over from B Company and Major Bill 
Eckersley to duties at Battalion H.Q. on the 
general organisation. we trained at Sealand Camp 
near Chester and at Disley. At Sealand bayonet 
practice we found that they sometimes stuck in 
the sand-filled targets and bent coming out. 
Sometimes we amended official equipment. like 
taking out the metal studs from boots and fitting 
rubber heels. (We liked to tread softIy in tile 
night.) Some studied how to tell the time by stars 
or how to cook. The majority could make a good 

cup of tea. The Transport Section had to re-ca
mouflage the Colonel's car after the original paint 
blew away. We did the job on four Sunday morn
ings. using an RAF design. The Regulars at Re
gion H.Q. spotted it 

Our excuse was "would a dive bomber pilot 
know the difference?" and the matter was 
dropped. 

Just one more piece of information in a se
verely restricted story. From an historical point of 
view. tile names shown on the record of the Ash
ton-on-Mersey Home Guards of the Napoleonic 
Wars showed many similarities with our Ashton
on-Mersey lot. 

VISIT TO ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE 

Members of tile History Society paid a rewarding 
visit to Ashton-under-Lyne on October 6tIl last. 

Mr Pow ell, tile Churchwarden, was kind 
enough to show us round tile parish church, 
pointing out some of its rare features such as tile 
finely carved triple decker pUlpit, the 'breeches' 
bible. the early 1 7th century bread boxes and the 
beautiful mediaeval stained glass. There are six 
full panels of 'Helena' windows, reputed to be 
the finest in the country. As the name implies, 
they tell the story of SI. Helena. 

Mike NevelI, tile archivist for Tameside, tIlen 
took us to see some of the interesting sites of the 
town. 

We started our tour where Ashton Old Hall 
once stood. This was where George Booth II 
lived with his aunt. Elizabeth de Assheton. 
George BOOtIl III was born here in 1 5 1 5  and was 
christened at tile nearby church. 

It was WiIIiam Booth 1Il who married EIi-
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Ron Higginbottom 
zabeth Warburton of Arley. Elizabeth managed to 
survive her husband by 49 years! She founded the 
' Booth Ch-arity' in 1 6 19, which provided bread 
boxes in many churches, including Ashton and 
nearby Mottram-in-Longdendale. Interestingly, 
the income still pays for groceries for the needy 
in Ashton Parish. 

Our next stop took us to tile Old Market Place 
and Court House sites, the centre of Mediaeval 
Ashton. The 5th Earl of Stamford added to this 
witIl a grid-patterned street plan, which still sur
vives. Many of tIlese street have family names 
such as Stamford Street, Booth Street, Warring
ton Street, Delamer Street and many more. 

Mike Nevell's book on the history of Ashton
under-Lyne and District will be published by Ta
meside M.B.C. in December 199 1 .  

We found the visit enjoyable and informative. 
Mrs Pat SmitIl gave a well-deserved vote of 
tIlanks on behalf of tile History Society. 



LOCAL COURSES 
Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian 

Society 
The H iSLOry of AncoaJs 

Day School 
Saturday, March 2 1 st 1 992 

9.30 am - 4.00 pm 
Aytoun Building, Manchester Polytechnic 

Fee: £7.00, £5.00 to LCAS members (including 
lunch and coffee) 

Subjects to be covered: 'The Cotton Mills of An
coats', ' Working Housing in Ancoats', 'The An
coats Brotherhood', 'University Settlement 
Movement in Ancoats' and a guided tour of An
coats in the afternoon 

Manchester Polytechnic 
All Saints Lecture Theatre, All Saints Building, 

Oxford Road, Manchester. 
Transport History and Redevelopmenl Around 

Piccadilly. Manchester 
Saturday 1 1  April 1992, 9.30pm -4.00pm 

Fee: £7.50 
This day school includes two lectures and a walk 
around tile area discussed. For a booking fonn 
and more details write to Derek Brumhead, Gay
ton, Laneside Road, New Mills, via Stockport 
SK I 2 4LU. 

Manchester Guided Tours 
Walking Tours: adults £1 .50, concessions (i.e. 

OAPs, Students, UOB40s) £ l .00 
Tickets available from the Tourist Infonnation 

Centre in the Town Hall Extension, Lloyd Street, 
Manchester. Tel 06 1 234 3 157/3 1 58. 

Peter/oo and the Demand for Reform 

Sunday, December 8th, 2.30pm 
Town Hall Steps (Main Entrance), �bert Square 

D iddesburie - the \fi llage Tour 

Thursday, March 12th, 1 992, 3 .00am 
Outside the Old Cock Inn, Wilmslow Road, Dids

bury 

Canals Under the City Streets 
Sunday, March 29dl, 1992, 2 . 15pm 

Town Hall Steps (Main Entrance), Albert Square 
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Lancashire Local History Federation 
The following federation event was at the plan

ning stage when this journal went to press. If you 
are interested, Jill Groves will have further de

tails in December sometime. 
Day School -Mediaeval Forest 

March 2 1 st 1 992 

RESIDENTIAL COURSES 
Liverpool University, Centre for 

Continuing Education and Department 
of History 

Instead of lying on a hot beach what about treat
ing yourself to a history learning holiday. The 
following are rWl by or in conjunction with The 
U niversity of Liverpool Centre for Continuing 
Education and Department of History, Centre 
Education Centre, 1 26 Mount Pleasant, Liver
pool. 

COUnlry Houses of till! East Midlands 
2-4 May 1 992 

RES 005 
based in Peterborough 

LandofMann 

1 week June 1 992 
RES 003 

based in the Isle of Man 

The Hills and Vales of West Surrey: the Making 
of the Landscape 

Weekend July 1 992 
RES 009 

based at the University of Surrey, Guildford 

Fjords. Fjells and Glaciers 
1 - 12 September 1 992 

RES 004 
Norway 

Higham Hall Residential College, Cumbria 
Contact tile Warden, Higham Hall, B assen

thwaite Lake, Cockermouth, Cumbria C A 1 3  9SH 
Lakeland History on the Ground 

1 week July 1 992 
HGM OO l  



Book Reviews 
'St. Peter's Centenary 1892-1992' by 
Geoffrey Wheeler 
St. Peter's Centenary Committee, c/o 
Geoffrey Wheeler, Oak Lodge, 30 Dela
hays Drive, Hale, Altrincham WA 1 5  
8DP. 
AS,  paperback, 80pp, 44 illustrations , 
£3 .95. ISBN 0 951 7483 0 O. 
This is  a n  absorbing history of Sl Peter's Hale, 
written by tlIe well-known broadcasting person-

. ality Geoffrey Wheeler. It is a story encompas
sing tlIe first ideas tlIat a n�w edifice might be 
built, tluough many developments, up to the pres
ent flourishing Church, showing, as tlIe B ishop of 

Chester states in the Foreword, that 'our FatlIers 

were not against change'. In 1 892 there were 

'Outrages Fatal and Other: A 
Chronicle of Cheshire Crime 1612-
1912' by Derek Yarwood. 
Didsbury Press, 7 Darley Avenue, Dids
bury, M anchester, M20 8XE. 
2 1 cm, paperback, 233pp, 27 illustration
s, £7.50. ISBN 1 872325 0 1  7. 

Murder, witchcraft and highway robbery are all 
here in Derek Yarwood's book. Here is tlIe 1 8th 
century and burglar Edward Higgins who posed 

as a gentleman in Knutsford, marrying into a re
spectable local family, whilst robbing his neigh

bours. His frequent absences were excused to his 

wife and friends as trips to collect rents in otller 
parts of the country. Three tiInes he was im

prisoned and escaped the hangman. On the fourth 
occasion, convicted of robbery, he did not escape. 
Many people believed him to have perpetrated 
the horrific murder of Mrs Ruscombe of B ristol 

and her maid Mary Sweet but this act was far 
from Higgins' normal subtle manner of burglary 

and he never admitted to it. 
There is also the tale of Samuel Thorley of 

.Astbury -:vho in 1 777 murdered a penniless fair 

plans to build ' a  mission room (our Church) in 
the immediate neighbourhood of Peel Causeway 

Station to meet the wants of a rapidly growing 
district'. This meant raising the money by public 

subscription, altering boundaries to create a new 
parish and the building and equipping of tlIe 
Church. · 
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The contributions made by the incumbents are 
warmly described. One, the Revd. Eric Jones, 

was an escapee from Stalag Luft III  of The 
Wooden Horse fame. Essentially, however, it is 
the story of the tremendous co-operation of the 
people of the locality, Witll the clergy, which has 
brought about such a thriving parish today and 
given a strong human background to the book. It 
is a story well worth reading. 

Don 8ayliss 

dancer, Alln Smith, on a track near tlIe local 
stream, then cut up tlIe body. 1lIis is one of the 
most macabre stories in this book. Thorley threw 
most of the body in Hawty Brook but took some 
of it back to his lodgings and asked his landlady 
to cook 'tlIe piece of pork' for his supper. She did 
but thought it strange meat, especially when 
Thorley was sick after only eating a few pieces. 
Fortunately for tlIe authorities she kept tlIe rest., 
but was horrified to leam that it was part of a 
woman's leg. Thorley was a man who today 

would be called educationally subnonnal and 

mentally unstable. Why he murdered the little 

dancer is a mystery and he himself could give no 

reason. 

Here is the story of George Chapman, alias 

Severin Antoniovich Klosowski, a Pole, the man 
who, so far as I can see, has the best credentials 
for the role of 'Jack the Ripper' .  He was hanged 

as a multiple poisoner of his three wives in 1 902, 
but he was in London at the time of the Ripper 

murders and he had trained in Poland as a barber

surgeon, so he had the necessary surgery skills, 
albeit in a crude foml. 

Whilst telling individual stories of crimes 



committed and the people involved, Derek Yar
wood also sets them in the context of the then 
system of justice. In the last chapter he studied 
the place where many Cheshire executions and 
trials took place, Knutsford Gaol. 

This is a very entertaining book as well as one 
for those studying the history of crime and justice 
in this country. Derek Yarwood writes sympathe
tically of those caught up in a system which ex
ecuted many people who would either not be 
committed to prison these days or would be cared 

'The Diary of Peter Pownall: A Bram
hall Farmer, 1 765- 1858' edited by 
Heather Coutle 
Old Vicarage Publications, Reades 
Lane, Dane-in-Shaw, Congleton, Che
shire, CW1 2 3 LL. 
AS, paperback, 1 32pp, illustrated, 
£4.95. ISBN 0 9478 1 8 59 6. 

From tJle age of 17 to about tJle age of 24 or 25 
Peter Pownall of Bramhall kept a diary. It was not 
a work of great literary merit nor even of great in
sight into the workings of Peter' s  mind. The en
tries were short and terse. For example, '23rd Oc
tober, 1 782. Stockport fair. Got done Getting Pot
tatoes' and ' 2 1  st March, 1 786. Went to Mottram 
a Valueing Timber' .  The diary is really an agri
cultural diary with the occasional tantalising 
glimpse of Peter Pownall's personal life, as for 
example, '5tJl March, 1 782. Sister and Mother 
went to Manchester to buy Wedding CIOtJl 'S and 
devided Miss Birch' s Cloth's' (his sister married 
John Brocklehurst of Macclesfield on 27th 
March, 1782). 

Despite the lack of personal information, tJle 
diary does have great value for agricultural and 
local historians. It shows tJle influence of tJle 
growth of towns like Stockport and Manchester 
and tJle increasing wealtJl of the cotton and silk 
masters on tJleir agricultural hinterland. Peter 
Pownall and his family not only grew corn and 
potatoes to sell in Stockport and Manchester mar
ket. but also pot vegetables like carrots, turnips, 
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for in a mental institution. One of the saddest 
stories is that of the two young brotJlers who 
plotted to kill their brutal father who beat his 
wife, threatened to kill on many occasions and 
kept his family short of money and food The eld
est son was sentenced to be hanged altJlOugh he 
was not the one who had actually killed tJle 
father. The younger son was reprieved on tJle 
grounds that he was too young (shades of Derek 
Bentley). 

JiII Groves 

onions, peas and beans and salad vegetables like 
lettuces, radishes, cucumber and celery. The in
ference to be drawn is that Peter Pownall and his 
fatJler were growing for townspeople who did not 
have tlle time or the garden space to grow veget
ables for themselves. Not only tJlat, the Pownalls 
were also growing luxury vegetables like broc
coli and asparagus, and new arrivals like cauli
flowers and savoy cabbages for the new wealthy. 
If this had been happening in the 1 850s it would 
have been easy to say that tJle Pow nails were 
growing for the London market and that tJleir 
produce would be send tJlere by train, arriving 
within 24 hours of being dug out of the soil. 
However, since tlus is tJle 1 780s it is clear that the 
PownaUs were growing asparagus for the local 
wealthy merchants and the gentry such as tile 
Davenports of Bramall Hall (Mrs Pownall and 
her daughters drank tea at Bramall Hall on 1st 
June, 1 786). All tJlese modern crops were grown 
witJlin up-and-down husbandry in which fields 
were cropped by different crops for several years 
and tllen laid down to pasture for several more 
years (could be seven years of cropping and 14 
years of laying down to pasture). TIlis was a flex
ible style of husbandry introduced in the 1 6th and 
1 7 th centuries and was equally well suited la 
areas where three or four field open-field systems 
still worked, especially the Cheshire system 
where open-fields were divided into shuts or 
smaller fields, each sowed with a different crop. 

The diary itself is quite short. and although of 
itself is very useful document, it is greatly en-



hanced by the addition of a glossary which ex
plains the terms Peter Pownall used and the 
people and places mentioned. This book is worth 
buying for the glossary alone. I for one am grate

ful to it for explanations of some local terms 
which I had been meeting for years in lease 
agreements, court leet records and wills. For 
example, I now know that ' leading', as in 'lead

ing wood', means both loading carts and leading 

the horses and carts to the farmyard or wherever 

they were to be unloaded. The appendices, the 

The Batsford Companion to Local 
History by Stephen Friar 
Batsford 
24cm, hardback, 432pp, illustrated, 
£ 1 9.95. ISBN 0 7 1 34 6 1 8 1  O. 
The greater part of this book is given over to what 

can only be described as a huge glossary of terms, 

periods, objects, places, etc. Anything which a 

local historian might wish to know about is here, 
from ley lines to mansard roofs, barrows to basili

can. 

An example of the type of entry to be found is 

that for Court Baron 
'A manorial court which, unlike the COURT 
LEET, was a private jurisdiction and effectively 
the property of the lord of the manor. The main 

. third section of the book, include accounts from 
the diary, mentions of local places in other docu
ments such as quarter sessions records, the wills 
of the Pow naIl family and family trees. 

I have no hesitation in recommending this 
book to anyone with an interest in the agriculture 
and customs of Cheshire in the late 1 8  th century. 

In fact, because of the comprehensive glossary, 
this book is a must for anyone studying Cheshire 

history from 1600 onwards. 

JiII Groves 
function of the court was to detennine ES
CHEATS and transfers of land, to enforce mano
rial custom and the management of commons and 
wastes' 
The writing is clear and concise as you would 

expect to see in a dictionary. Where necessary 

lists of further reading are given at the end of an 

entry. 

At the end of the book there are two short ap
pendices of useful addresses of national history 
societies and other organisations concemed with 

local history and bibliography. 

This book should be very useful for both the 

beginner and the seasoned local historian. At 
£19.95 it is worth every penny page for page, so 

it is something to consider for a Christmas or 

birthday present 

JiII Groves 

LOCAL BOOKS 
Guide to Merseyside's II/dustrial Past by Paul Rees, 
Countyvise, 1 -3 Grove Road, Rock Ferry, Birkenhead, 
L42 3XS. A5, paperback, 48pp, 22 illustrations 2 maps, 
2nd revised edition, £2.50. ISBN 0 907768 38 5. 

Pride of Mal/chester: History of the Mal/chester Derby 

Matches by Steve Cawley and Gary James, ACL Colour 
Print & Polar Publishing (UK), 2 Uxbridge Road, Bel
grave, Leicester, LE4 7ST. 31 cm, hardback, 320pp, 470 
iUuslrations, £21 .95. ISBN 0 95 1 4862 1 7. 

H isloric Walks Aroul/d the F crest of Bowlol/d by John 
Dixon and Jaana Jarvinen, Camegie Publishing, 1 8  
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Maynard Street, Ashton, Preston, PR2 2AL. A5, paper
back, npp, 75 illustrations, maps, 2nd revised edition, 
£3.25. ISBN 0 948789 66 2. 

Old Ordnal/ce Survey Maps of Ches/lire. Bidstoll H.l.ll. 
Alan Godfrey. 22cm, facsimile of 1 909  edition, folded, 
paperback, £ 1 .50. ISBN 0 85054 401 7. 

Viaducts al/d Vaults: Celebration of Stockport's Pubs 

edited by Rhys P. Jones, Campaign for Real Ale (Stock
port and Manchester Branch), c/o J. F1ynn, 66 Down
ham Road, Healon Chapel, StockporL 20cm, paperback, 
96pp,£2.95. ISBN 1 85249 054 3. 



Bolton: A Century Ago by Landy Publishing, 3 Staining 
Rise, Staining, FY3 OBU. 30an, paperback, 64pp, illus
trated, £3.60. ISBN 1 872895 06 9. 

Account of Master John De Burnham the younger. 

Chamberlain of Chester. of the Revenues of the Coun

ties of Chester and Flint. Michaelmas 1361 to Mi

chaelmas 1362 edited by Paul W. Booth and A.D. CatT, 
Record Society of the Society of Lancashire and Che
shire: Greater Manchester Record Office, 56 Marshall 
Street, Manchester, M4 5FU. 24crn, hardback, 31 5pp, 
£25.00. ISBN 0 902593 20 X. 

Haltoll Legacy edited by Alan Edwards and Richard 
Stevens, Halton Borough Council, Municipal Building, 
Kingsway, Widnes. Cheshire. 23cll1. paperback, 6Opp, 
£4.95. ISBN 0946678 01 8. 

Lewis Carroll alld Cheshire by Arthur Whimperley, 
Overcoat Publications, 1 43 Birchfield Road, Widnes, 
W A8 9EG. 28crn, paperback, 64pp, illustrated, maps, 
£3.00. ISB N 0 9517278 0 X. 

Daimler a lid Manchester: All Illustrated History by An
thony Charles Freeman, Academy Books, 35 Pretoria 
Avenue. London, EI7 7DR. A4, hardback, 1 44pp, 200 
iUustrations,£19.95. ISBN 1 873361 01 7. 

Murder alld Mystery in Derbyshire by Godfrey Cox, 
Northern Writers Advisory �rvices, 77 Marford Cres
cent. Sale, Cheshire, M33 4DN. A5, paperback, 52pp, 
15 illustrat ions, I map, £3.20. ISBN 0 95 1 7782 0 X. 

Island That Led: His/olY of Manx Education. Volume 1 

by Hinton Bird (self-publisher), Rushen Vicarage, Port 
SI. Mary. Isle of Man. 22cm, paperback, 302pp, 12 illus
trations, £7.00. ISBN 095 169 1 8  05.  

St. HelellS in tire Makillg. Part 2: Leisure and Pleasure 

by Frank Sheen, Jones-Sands Publishing, 10 Startin 
Close. Exhall, Coventry, CV7 9NA. 19crn x' 25crn, 
paperback, 26pp, 56 illustrations, £2.25. ISBN 0947764 
1 6 X. 

Old Ordllallce Survey Maps of Lallcashire 

Liverpool (Princes Park) Alan GodfreX. 22cm, paper
back. facsimile of 1905 edition. £1 .50. ISBN 0 85054 
4122. 
Manclrester (SOlltlr East) Alan Godfrey. 22cm, paper
back. facsimile of 1915 edition, £1 .50. ISBN 0 85054 
4 1 3 0. 

Crewe alld Nalltwiclr: A Pictorial History by Richard 
Simpson. Phillimore. 25cm. I 28pp. 176 illustrations, 
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£10.95. ISBN 0 85033 724 O. 

Chester: The Good Old Days by Alice Pike, Stylus Pub
lications. 22cm, limited edition of 200, paperback, 
£3.00. ISBN 1 85620 137 6. 

Guide to Local Administrative Units of England. Vol

ume 2 :  Northern England by Frederic A. Youngs, Royal 
Historical Society. 25cm, hardback, xviii, 926pp, 
£25.00. ISBN 0 86193 127 O. 

Origins of Lancashire by Denise Kenyon, Manchester 
University Press. 22cm, paperback, J70pp, illustrated. 
£12.95. ISBN 0 7 1 90 3546 5. 

Rails of Mallchester: A Short History of the City Rail's 

Network by Charles Hulme, John Rylands University 
Library of Manchester. 23cm, paperback, 64pp, £2.50. 
ISBN 0 86373 105 8. 

C/reshire Record Office Guide published by Cheshire 
County Council, Cheshire Record Office, Duke Street, 
Chester CH I lRL 25cm, 1 62pp, 33 illustrations, £8.50 
(£9.60 by post). ISBN 0906762 02 2. 

Heritage Trams: All Illustrated Guide by Dennis Gill. 
Trambrooks, 48 Dorrington Road, Cheadle Heath. 
Stockport SK3 OPZ. 2Ocm, paperback, 48pp, 65 illustra
tions (41 in colour),£4.95. ISBN 0 95 1 1 458 1 9. 

Extra. Extra. Rood All About It: Brief History of tire 

Newspapers of Ashton-ullder-LYlle. 1847-1990 by 
Philip Martin Williams and David L. Williams, History 
on Your Doorstep. 15 Welbeck House, Ashton-under
Lyne OL6 7TB. 3Ocm, paperback, 36pp, 27 illustration
s, £2.99. ISBN 0 95 18012 0 1 .  

Chippy: The Story of a Bolton Carpellter alld Joiller by 
Norn13n Kenyon, Neil Richardson, 88 Ringley Road, 
Stoneclough, Radcliffe, Manchester. 3Ocm, paperback, 
47pp, 73 illustrations, £2.50. ISBN 1 852 16063 2. 

Walks Around Staveley by John M. Goodier (self-pub
lisher), 1 5  Rectory Lane, Lymm WAl 3  OAJ. 2 1cm. 
paperback, 54pp, 1 8  illustrations, 12 maps, £2.95. ISBN 
0 95 1 8089 07. 

Stories ill Stolle: Datestolles ill RanlSbollom by John B. 
TayIor (self-publisber), 36 Fernhill Drive, Stacksteads, 
Bacup OLI3 8JS. 3Ocm, paperback, 54pp, illustrated. 
£2.95. ISBN 09514167 1 5. 

Makillg of Altrincham. 1850-1 991: From Market Towll 

to Megastore? by Frank Bamford (self-publisher), 9 
Malvern Drive, Altrincham W A 14 4NQ. 2 1cm, paper-



back, ix, l 23pp, £6.50. ISBN 0 95 17225 1 4. 
This is the latest from Frank Bamford's prolific pen. 

Essentially it is the story of the growth of Ahrincham, in 
1 850 a small, ancient market town in North-east Ote
shire to the busy, populated shopping centre that it is 
today. 

Cheshire 150 Years Ago: A Unique Collection of Views 

of Clreshire, 1825-40 by Frank 9raham, edited by Qiff 

Hayes, Printwise Publications, 41 Willan Industrial Es
tate, Vere Street, Salford MS 3GR. 28cm, paperback, 
8Opp, 99 illustrations, facsimile of 1956 edition, £4.99. 

ISBN 1 872226 07 8. 

Lal/cashire 150 Years Ago by Cliff Hayes, Printwise 
Publications, 41 Willan Industrial Estate, Vere Street, 
Salford M5 3GR. 28cm, paperback. 96pp, 151  illustra
tions. £4.99. ISBN 1 87222609 4. 

Stories al/d Tales of 0 Id Mal/chester: From 'ulIIcasmre 

Stories' by Frank Hird, edited by Cliff Hayes, Prinlwise 

Publications, 41 Willan Industrial Estate, Vere Street, 
Salford M5 3GR. 21cm, paperback, l %pp, 68 illustra

tions, £4.95. ISBN 1 872226 22 1.  

Nil/eteellth Celltury Mal/chester Solicitors: Provil/cial 

Leadership al/d Professiol/alisation by Vivienne Par
rott, University of Salford, Department of Politics and 
Contemporary History, Salford MS 4wr. 3Ocm, paper

back, J7pp, £l.50. ISBN 1 870365 3 1  3. 

St. Peter's Centellary, 1892·1992 by Geoffrey Wheeler, 

SI. Peter's Centenary Committee: G. Wheeler, Oak 
Lodge, 30 Delahays Drive, Hale, Altrincham WA15 
8DP. 2 1 cm, paperback, vi, 8Opp, 44 illustrations, £3.95. 
ISBN 0 95 17483 0 0. 

Old Ordnance Survey Maps of Manchester 

Castlefteld. Alan Godfrey. 22cm, folded paperback, fac
simile of 1848 edition, £ 1 .50. ISBN 0 85054 428 9. 

Stories and Tales of Old Lancashire: From 'Lancashire 

Stories' by Frank Hird, edited by Oiff Hayes, Printwise 
Publications, 41 Willan Industrial Estate, Vere Street, 
Salford M5 3GR. 21cm, paperback, 208pp, 80 illustra
tions, £4.95. ISBN 1 871826 2 1 3. 

ImQges of Wirral: A Celebratiol/ il/ Words al/d Photo· 

graphs of a Ullique Pellillsula by Kenneth Bumley and 
Guy Huntingdon, Silver Birch Press, 248A Telegraph 
Road, Heswall, Wirral L60 7SG. 26cm, 160pp, lOO col

our illustrations, £ J 4.95. ISBN 0 95 17961 0 O. 

More Memories of Ockbrook al/d Borrowash by Marion 

Johnson (self-publisher), 199 Victoria Avenue, Borro

wash, Derby DE? 3HG. 21cm, paperback, 56pp, 4 illus
trations, £2.00. ISBN I 873064 04 7. 

Mallchester ill Early Picture Postcards: A Ullique Col· 

lectioll from 1 900 to 1930 by Eric Krieger, Print wise 
Publications, 41 Willan Industrial Estate, Vere Street, 

Salford MS 3GR. 2Ocm, paperback, 54pp, 54 illustra

tions, revised edition. £2.50. ISBN 1 87222604 3. 

Magazines 
Cheshire History, No. 27, Spring 1991 and, Autumn 

1 991 . No.28. 24cm, 32pp. illustrated. £4.95 for 2 issues 

per year. Available from Mr W. R. Hawkin, Business 
Manager, Local History Group, Cheshire Conmlunity 

Council, 2 Crescent Drive, Helsby. 

Articles in No. 27 include: 'Calendar of Cheshire In
quisitions Post Mortem·. 'Salinae. Roman Middlewidl', 
'TIle Otester Turnpike', 'How the Macclesfields left 
Cheshire in the Reign of Henry VI', 'A Cheshire Village 
at War, 'the Appleton Tom War Memorial', 'A New 
Survey of the Rows in Chester', 'Vale Royal Abbey',  
' Poyoton lcehouse' and 'A Pioneer Aviator from Che

shire Part Ill'. 
Articlc;s in No. 28 include: 'Stanley Palace' ,  'Dun

ham Massey, Creation of Church and Parish (by our 
own Frank Bamford)

,
. 'The Poyoton Dialect', 'Wirral 

Agriculture, c.1550-1 800', 'John Zanchy of Hapsford',  
'Was John Macclesfield A Scoundrel?' and 'A Pioneer 
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A viator From Oteshire' . 

The Eye of the Eagle, No. 1 1 ,  June 1991.  A5, 28pp, free 

for A5 sae. Available fronl Knowsley Local Studies and 
Ardtives Library, Knowsley Metropolitan Council. 

Leisure services Department, Huyton Central Library, 

Derby Road, Huyton, Merseyside, L36 9UJ. 
This is still the best free local history mag around. 

Please support it. Many congratulations are due to Mi
chael Griffiths, Local Studies and Ardlives Assistant for 
his hard work in producing yet another excellent 
booklet. All the contributions come from local societies. 

I wish that every council had the vision to produce 

something like this using local history societies. (For 
some reason I can't yet fathom, the ones who do come 
fronl Lancashire - pre- 1974 boundaries - and they in
clude Accrington, The Brick., and Chorley, The Flat 

/rOil, although not even they quite reach the standards of 
The Eye of the Eagle.) Since people give their time free 



to write articles Gust as they do foe Altrincham History 
Society J OUTlUJl) and using authorities' own printing re
sources, it can probably be done for only a small cost per 
booideL So come 00 Trafford Library Services, let us 
have a similar publication from you. I am sure that the 
local history societies would be more than willing to 
help you. 

If any member knows of other local studies libraries 
publishing the woric of local societies like this, please let 
the editor know and then perhaps we can get these publi
cations better k.nown - as they deserve to be. 

Articles include 'A Civil War Incident in Prescot',  
'Prescot Football Club, Part 2' ,  'The Kenyon Murder 
1843', ' Industrial Revolution, Part 2', 'Stadt Moers 
Paric ', , From the cel1ar of the Old Rose and Crown', 
, Appointment of Constables for Huyton and Roby, 
1852' and 'LocalStudies Notes'. 

Gaslight, No.5, the Newsletter of the North-west Gas 
Historical Society. A4, free for SAE. Available from the 
North West Gas Historical Society, British Gas plc, 
Welman House, Altrincham, W A 1 5  8AE. 

Includes items on Fakenham Town Gasworics Mu
seum, the Manchester Crematorium 1 890, a 60Ib potato 
pie cooked over the Rochdale Road Gasworic's chimney 
in 1 863, 'Origin of Gas Company UnifomlS', 'Prescot 
Gas Light Company', 'Skelmersdale Gas Undertaking' 
and a 'Help Wanted ' section in which fanlily historians 
with gas woricers anlongst their antecedents write in for 
help in tracing infom13tion on them. 

English Civil \Var Notes alld Queries edited by Dave 
Ryan, Partizan Press, 26 Cliffsea Grove, Leigh-on-Sea, 
Essex SS9 1 NQ. £7.95 for 5 issues. 

ECWNQ has, in honour of its 40th edition, been 
completely revamped and is now properly typeset. So 
no more typos and no more tiny dot-matrix type. 

Articles include 'The Royalist Rising in North 
Wales' by John Barrall, 'The Siege of Helmsley Castle', 
'The Execution of Oiarles L Part I' by Bob Partridge, 
'Colonel Sir Gilbert TalbOI' by M.E. Nicholls and 
'Drum Beats' on the use of drums by Keith Roberts. 
There are shorter notes on the drawing of lots (by 
prisoners to determine who would be hanged), dra
goons, Colonels Harley and Pride, and a query about the 
use of firelocks in regiments. There is also an excellent 
and very favourable review of Nomlan Dore's Tlte ut

ter Books of Sir Wi/liam Breretoll Volume II by John 
Barratt. 

Greater Manchester Courier, the newsletter of the 
Greater Manchester Record Office, 56 Marshall Street, 
New Cross, Manchester M4 5FU. £1 .00 for 4 issues a 
year. 

Items include a piece on an exhibition at GMRO of 
the life of an ordinary person, Bemard Cressy (1899-
1 987) who happened to have donated his personal 
archive to GMRO. The archives included travel notes 
(he travel1ed extensively abroad until his 80th birthday), 
postcards, photographs, magazines, leaflets, newspapers 
and they all go together to give a picture of an ordinary 
but very interesting man. Are you saving your own per
sonal archive? 

Lancashire Local Historian No.6 1991. AS, £2.50. 
Available from Mrs. E. Finch, Lancashire Local History 
Federation, 14 Hilary Avenue, Lowton, Warrington 
WA3 2ET. 

Articles include 'Great Eccleston Women's  In
stitute'; 'Sponsored Poor Law Migration to Preston, 
1 835-37'; and ' Infant Mortality in Liverpool 1865-
1 874'. 

Local History Society News 
Bowdon History Society 
Meets in the Lecture Room, BOy.'don Downs 
Church, off Bowdon Road on Mondays. Visitors 
pay £0.50 at door. Membership £ 1 .50 (for four 
meetings per year). 
February 10th, -Yeoman Farmers in Tatton':  
about tenants who were dispossessed when the 
Egerton-Tattons began the emparlcment of part of 
their estates, Kath Goodchild 
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M arch 30th, 'Romans in Cheshire', Tim Strick

land. 

Family H istory of Chesh ire, Altrincham 

G roup 
Meets at Alirincham Library on the second Tues
day of each month between September and July, 

at 7.30pm. The Ahrincham Group have a book
stall at each monthly meeting and orders for other 
publications can be made. 



For mo.re information contact the Group 
Leader Mr. R. Davies, 8 Warburton Drive, Hale 

Barns, Altrincham, or the Secretary, Mrs. J. 

Jones, 69 Derbyshire Road, South, Sale. 

February 1 1 th, Manchester Street Names. 
March 10th, Merchant Seamen. 
April 14th, Family Hislory from Newspapers. 

May 12th, Heraldry. 

June 9th, Outing to be arranged. 

July 14th, Workshop. 

Manchester Heraldry Society 
Meetings are held on Tuesdays, 7.00pm -

9.00pm, in the Library of the Manchester and 

Lancashire Family History Society, Clayton 

House, 59 Piccadilly, Manchester M l  (opposite 

Piccadilly Bus Station, near the Newton Street 

corner). 

January 21st, 1 992, Recent Civic Heraldry 
February 18th, 1992, Some Heraldic Pub Signs 

March 1 7th, 1 992, Heraldry in a local Church 

Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian Society 
Since it can no longer use the Central Reference 

Library, Manchester, in the evenings, the Society 

meets in various places in or near the centre of 

Manchester. 
Friday, December 1 3th, 7.00 pm, Tramways Past 

and Future in the Manchester Area, Manchester 

Town Hall. 

Saturday, April 1 1 th, 2.30 pm, Some Recent Ar

chaeology in Lancashire, Manchester Central 

Reference. 

May 1 7th, Walk around Bowdon (led by Frank 
Bamford) 

Friday, May 29th, 6.45 pm, Sheriffs Tourn and 

the Cheshire Hundred Courts, Portico Library, 

Mosley Street, Manchester. 

Saturday, June 13th, Whalley Abbey and Sawley 

Abbey 

Murder and Mystery in Derbyshire 
by Godfrey COX 

A5, paperback, 52pp, 15 illustrations, 1 map, £3.20 (p&p). 

ISBN 0 95 1 7782 0 X. 

A vailable from the publishers 

9{prtliern CWriters Jldvisory Services, 
77 Marford Crescent, Sale, Cheshire M33 4DN. (, 

Revolutions, ghosts, plots and counterplots, and intrigues 
they are all here 
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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 

Once agin we thank Mrs Jill Groves for her 
efforts in producing another excellent jour
nal. Members will be interested in two fea
tures this summer. The first is the celebration 
of the 700th anniversary of Knutsford getting 
its charter in AD 1292. 

The second is the 350th anniversary of the 
start of the Civil Wars in 1642. Details of 
events to mark this can be found on p.3 of 
this Journal and under the section Local 
Events Summer 1992. 
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Don Bayliss 
Recently there has been the publication of 

Trafford Unitary Development plan. Admit
tedly it is largely concerned with planning 
on the ground but has many other aspects 
such as shopping, housing and the economy. 
It is disappointing that there is little refer
ence to the rich heritage within Trafford and 
how its historical past could be capitalised 
upon both for leisure and even as a (minor) 
boOst for the local economy. 



HISTORY NEWS 
Cheshire VCH - Latest News 
Cheshire County Council decided in Fe
bruary not to fully fund the Cheshire VCH, 
but to make limited (undisclosed) funds 
available to the Appeal Committee. The pub
lication of Volume 4 (Chester) is assured, but 
contributions to the Appeal Fund will be 
welcomed. 

Present financial constraints on local auth
orities mean that Cheshire County Council 
believes it will not be able to fully finance the 
Cheshire Victoria County History (VCH), as 
it had formerly done, in the foreseeable fu
ture. [Source: letter from Councillor John 
Collins, Leader of Cheshire County Council 
to the Open University History Society] 

Greater Manchester Record Office 
latest accessions and archives recently 
catalogued 
Amongst the most interesting of the latest 
acquisitions by the GMRO ,are 
photograph albums of the Manchester Ship 
Canal (BI0/addnlf) and papers relating to a 
proposed railway in Trafford, 1916-17 
(Q204). The acquisition of most interest to 
family historians in the north-west are the St. 
Catherine's House indexes for the years 
1925-26. 

Archives which have been recently catalo
gued include Customs and Excise docu
ments (A16/), British Rail Plans and Draw
ings (A19/), map of Heaton Norris (034/) 
and the records of several local families: the 
Buckleys (033/), the Jones family of Doncas
ter (045/), and the Haworth family of Tot
tington (El l). These documents can be stu
died at Greater Manchester Record Office, 56 
Marshall Street, New Cross, Manchester M4 
SFU. [Source: Greater Manchester Courier, the 
newsletter of the Greater Manchester Record 
Office.] 
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I A day in the life of MO Greater 
Manchester Record Office' 
The enterprising staff of the Greater Man
chester Record Office have produced a 
twenty minute video to show the work of the 
Record Office, from repairing and conserv
ing documents, to cataloguing, microfilming 
and preparing exhibition. 

The Record Office, although it only began 
life in 1974, houses documents from as early 
as the twelfth century, early maps, the Paul 
Graney Memorial Folk Tape Trust and also 
stores master copies for the North-west Film 
Archive. 

The video costs £5.99 (inclusive of p&p) 
and is available from Miss Maureen Patch, . 
Archivist, Greater Manchester Record Office, 
56 Marshall Street, New Cross, Manchester 
M4 SFU. [Source: Local History News] 

Chetham Society's 150th Anniversary 
in 1993 
The site has been chosen for the grand Local 
History Fair to celebrate this event. Appro
priately, it is the courtyard of Chetham's 
Hospital in the centre of Manchester (just a 
step away from Victoria Railway Station). 
[Source: Lancashire Local History Federation 
Newsletter] 

Subject Index for Lancashire Record 
Office 
'Work is continuing on a Subject Index 
which will lead to a Register of accession; 
subject headings have been agreed. Archi
vists are dealing with files generated by the 
Lancashire County Council Clerk's Depart
ment and it is hoped to work on those from 
that department in the future.' [Source: 
quoted from the Minutes of a Lancashire 
Local History Federation General Meeting] 

Historic Hedgerows 
There are in this country hedgerows whose 



ongms date back to Anglo-Saxon times. 
Now the Government is planning that 
hedges of special interest and significance 
should be registered and protected. The Lan
cashire Loca1 History Federation Newsletter 
suggests that local history societies should 
survey those hedgerows in their area which 
might be worthy of preservation. 

English Civil War Events in the Year of 
the 3SOth Anniversary 
This is a compilation of events organised by 
the Siege Group re-enactment society, the 
English Civil War Society and living history 
displays. [Sources: The Culverin, the newslet
ter of the Friends of the Siege Group, News
letter of the Friends of the English Civil War So
ciety) 
6th!7th June, Sherborne Old Castle, Dorset, 
Living History Display. 
13th/19th June, Hull, North Humberside, 
Living History Display. 
20th/21st June, Major event at Hull, English 
Civil War Society. 
2nd!7th July, Rushden Castle, Isle of Man, 
Living History Display. 
25th/26th July, Major event at Helmsley 
Castle, North Yorkshire, English Civil War 
Society. 
1 1th July, Aughton Hall, Lancashire, Living 
History Displays. 
25th September to 12th December, John Ry
lands University Library, Deansgate, Man
chester, Siege of Manchester at John Rylands 
Library. 

Many of these above events are not just 
jamborees for English Civil War nuts and 
spectators, they also raise money for worth
while charities. So go along and support 
them, give money to the charity and have a 
good time. And don't get in the way of any 
pikes! [Source: Newsletter of the Friends of the 
English Civil War Society ) 

3 

Catholic Oral History Project 
Friends of the Talbot Library, the recently 
setup repository for Catholic archives, based 
on St. Walburge's parish, Preston, are hoping 
to begin an Oral History Project about the ex
periences of Catholics in this country. They 
would like to hear from anyone (Catholic or 
not) who knows of an elderly Catholic will
ing to share their memories or anyone who 
would be willing to interview others. 

The project is flexible and can be tailored 
to suit various n�s of time and place. ad
vice on interviewing and recording tech
niques is available and a basic questionnaire 
is currently being prepared. The main thing 
is to get the memories of the dwindling num
bers of elderly Catholic preserved for future 
historians. 

If you are interested in this project and in 
helping in anyway possible please contact 
either Mary Copper, 1 Lark Avenue, Pen
wortham, Preston PR1 9RQ. Tel 0772 741346 
or Christine Storey, 77 Arundel Drive, Carle
ton, Poulton-le-Fydle. Tel: 0253 885167 

Preston Guild - a plea for information 
In this year of the Preston Guild (held once 
every twenty years), it would be nice to get 
some information, leaflets etc on events cel
ebrating the Guild. So please, if anyone 
could lay their hands on anything on the 
Guild and send it to the editor of the Journal 
(address on p.1), I would be very grateful. 

Sale Local Studies Library 
The 1891 census for Trafford is now avail
able at Sale Local Studies Library. The infor
mation sheet sent out to OUHS doesn't say 
whether this is on microfiche or paper, but it 
does add that Sale Library has a printing fa
cility. For more information contact Mr M. 
Gaw, Sale Library, Tatton Road, Sale, Che
shire M33 1YH. Tel. 061 872 2101 (ext. 3450). 



North West Society for the Care and 
Conservation of Documents 
'NWCARE is a fairly informal group of 
people with varying skills, knowledge and 
interests in the fields of conservation and res
toration. Members come from a range of dis
ciplines and professions and include archival 
and paper conservators, archivists, art gal
lery and museum staff, bookbinders and li
brarians.' 

The group first met in 1985 in Manchester 
and has the aim of increasing the 'awareness 
of preservations options available for the 
vulnerable items in our care'. 

A programme of talks, visits and dis
cussions now take place on the first Wednes
day in alternate months. 

If you are interested in NWCARE or have 
a problem which NWCARE members could 
help with, contact Miss Margaret Patch, Sec
retary, NWCARE, Greater Manchester 
County Record Office, 56 Marshall Street, 
New Cross, Manchester M4 SFU, or Mr J. 
Woodhouse, Information Officer, Bindery, 
John Rylands University of Manchester Li
brary, Oxford Road, Manchester M13 9PL. 
The subscription to join is £5.00 per year. 
[Source: Information leaflet] 

Local Government Re-organisation 
and County Record Offices 
As some of you may be aware, the govern
ment is establishing a Local Government 
Commission to radically overhaul local gov
ernment over the whole of England and 
Wales. What you may not appreciate is that 
changes in 'unitary structures' could have a 
great effect on the provision of local services 
which are used by many < historians. The 
most obvious threat is to the county record 
offices. These could either disappear al
together and all the record split between the 
successor authorities or for the successor 
authorities to financially support the record 
office. There are already examples of the lat
ter in operation. What happens when one or 

more of the successor authorities decides 
later on to opt out? Greater Manchester Rec
ord Office has already lost financial support 
from Stockport Metropolitan Borough Coun
cil. Every year yet another Greater Manches
ter borough announces that it is looking to 
cut services and every year GMRO calls on 
its supporters to rally round as it teeters on 
the brink of the abyss. 

There is also a threat to libraries, local mu
seums, local studies departments, etc. As we 
know from news items in the 'Round-up' 
section of Open History and many other his
tory publications, libraries, especially those 
run by community charge capped auth
orities, are lessening their opening hours at 
an alarming rate. The Central Reference Li
brary in Manchester lost a number of staff, 
does not open until 10 a.m. and closes for

· 

one day a week. (At this point I have to hand 
out a bouquet to Trafford Libraries. The 
main libraries now open at 9.00 a.m., an in
crease of one hour opening time each day.) 

Existing local government authorities are 
lobbying hard for their own self-preserva
tion. Local History News thinks that 'this is a 
situation where local voices have a good op
portunity to be heard. It is up to local scr 
cieties and individual researchers to make 
sure that valued services are kept in any prcr 
posal and that there is a commitment to prcr 
viding the staff and the money needed for 
them to do a proper job: 

The National Council on Archives is 
working with the Society of Archivists to ccr 
ordinate a campaign to give statutory protec-: 
tion to archive services. The Secretary is Miss 
Rosemary Dunhill, Hampshire Record Of
fice, 20 Southgate Street, Winchester 5023 
9EF. 

W.G. Hoskins - Obituary 
Professor W.G. Hoskins, one of the most in
fluential people to advance the cause of local 
and landscape history after the Second 



World War, died on January 11th. [Source: 
Local History News) 

Grace Wyatt - Obituary 
It is with great sadness that we have to tell 
readers of the death of the Lancashire local 
historian, Grace Wyatt, in March of this year 
after a long illness. She was a tireless worker 
for the societies in which she was an officer, 
the Local Population Studies Society and the 
Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire. 
She is greatly missed. 

Manchester Region History Review 
Relaunched 
Manchester Region History Review, a highly re
spected local history magazine published by 
Manchester Polytechnic tutors, suffered a 
few problems last year, not the least of which 
was a necessity to up the subscription price 
for its bi-annual issues because of increased 
printing costs. 

But this May Manchester Region History Re
view was relau�ched as a double-sized an
nual publication. It promises over 120 pages, 
with an increase in the number of original ar
ticles, plus all the usual features on libraries, 
museums, local societies and its unique an
nual bibliography on anything written on 
the history of the North-west. To all this has 
been added a new section on North-west 
biographies. 

The subscription is the same as last year, 
£7.00 with the option to buy back issues at 
£1 .75 (including p&p), which is quite a good 
offer. 

The Holly Bush, Little Leigh 
The Holly Bush at Little Leigh in Cheshire, 
south of Warrington, on the A49 between 
Stretton and Acton Bridge, is historic in 
many ways. Firstly, it is a lovely half-tim
bered ex-farm cottage from the 17th century 
and as such is a Grade 2 listed building. Sec
ondly, it is probably one of the oldest, contin
ually licensed pubs. Thirdly, it is possibly 
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one of the last farmhouse pubs in the 
country, a relict from the days when many 
farmers brewed as well as tilled the land. 
Fourthly, it has been tenanted by members of 
the Cowap family since it first gained a 
licensed - in 164O! 

Unfortunately for the Holly Bush, Gree
nal1s Inns Ltd, its owner, tried nearly two 
years ago to close the pub and have it con
verted to a private dwelling. The Campaign 
for Real Ale (CAMRA), along with many of 
the locals, fought a hard campaign to get this 
application thrown out by the local council, 
and were successful. However, the Cowaps 
were offered a new tenancy agreement (like 
many other pub tenants) which they felt they 
could not accept. 

CAMRA thinks that the options for the 
Hol1y Bush now are limited to Greenal1s im
proving their offer so that a new tenant 
could take over the place or to it being sold. 
CAMRA hopes that this could be to the free 
trade and not to another brewer who might 
turn it into a 'theme' pub. 

A 'Friends of the Holly Bush' group has 
been formed. They would like to hear from 
anyone interested in preserving this lovely 
and delightfully old-fashioned pub. The Sec
retary of the Friends of the Holly Bush is Joe 
Lawless and he can be contacted on 0606 
891691 . [Source: What's Doing, the magazine 
of CAMRA Manchester) 

Cheshire Township Packs 
The Cheshire Archives and Local Studies 
Service have to date produced twenty-six 
Cheshire Township packs. Each pack brings 
together a range of sources (Domesday 
Book, extracts from county histories, local di
rectories, maps and population statistics) to 
help provide an insight into the history of a 
small town or vil1age. These packs are espe
cially useful for school and col1ege students 
with local history projects and anyone in 
need of basic source material on a particular 
township. [Source: Local History News) 



The following is a list of the township 
packs available at the moment (published 
with the permission of the Cheshire Archives 
and Local Studies Service). 

Alsager, No.4, 0.50 
Audlem, No 6, £4.50 
Blackden, No.5, £1 .50 
Bollington, No. 20,0.50 
Bostock, No. 8, £1.50 
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Christleton, No.21, 
£1 .50 
Disley, No.13, £2.50 
Ellesmere Port, No.2, 
0.50 
Grappenhall, No.3, 
£3.50 
Great Boughton, No.25, 
£1.50 
Great Stanney, No.12, 
£1 .50 
Helsby, No.27, £3.50 

Holmes Olapel, No.19, 
£1.50 
Knutsford, No.I, 0.50 
Lymm, No.9, £5.00 
MaIpas, No.22, £2.50 
Poyn ton, No.1 0, £2.50 
Prestbury, No.II, 0.50 
Rainow, No.7, £1.50 
Runcom, No.24, £5.00 
Sandbach, No.4, £5.00 
Stoak, No.26, £1.50 
Tarporley, No.15, £2.50 
Tarvin, No.18, 0.50 
Upton-By-Chester, 
No.17, £1 .50 
Wybunbury, No.23, 
£2.50 

Chester Record Office 
is now open from 10.00am to 2.00pm on the 
second Saturday of each month. . 

The 1891 Census returns for Chester on 
microfiche are now available in the Chester 
Record Office. Book in advance. Tel. 0244-
324324 Ext. 2108. 

Chester Record Office now has copies of 
the following Chester newspapers on micro
film: Chester Chronicle 1782-1784, 1806-42, 
Chester Courant 1827-45, 1880-1900, Cheshire 
Observer 1900-1977, Chester Record 1857-66. 
[Source: Chester Local History News] 

Cheshire Record Office 
is now open until 8.30pm on the second 
Wednesday of each month and open on the 
fourth Saturday in each month from 10.00am 
to l .00pm. 

The 1891 - Census returns for Cheshire 
(both historic and modern county) on micro
fiche are now available in the Cheshire 
County Record Office. Book in advance. Tel. 
0244-602574. 

A full set of the 1891 census on microfiche 
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has been distributed amongst the following 
Cheshire libraries: Alsager, Chester, Congle
ton, Crewe, Ellesmere Port, Knutsford, Mac
clesfield, Nantwich, Neston, Northwich, 
Poynton, Runcorn, Sandbach, Warrington, 
Widnes, Wilmslow and Winsford. [Source: 
Chester Local History News] 

Cheshire Surnames Survey 
A comprehensive database is being com
piled of surnames covering the whole 
county. It will be made available to anyone 
wishing to use it for research such as family 
historians. The material will also be made 
available to the English Surnames Survey so 
that a volume on Cheshire Surnames on be 
produced. The information is being collected 
by volunteers and work has begun on the 
Cheshire material held in John Rylands Li-" 
brary. If you would like to take part or have 
any material which can be used contact Dr 
E.A. Lord 91 Allestree Lane, Allestree, Derby 
DE3 2HS. [Sources: Chester Local History 
News] 

Chester Mystery Plays 
The Chester Mystery Plays open on 30th 
June on the Cathedral Green, Chester. Per
formances until 16th July. Tickets are avail
able from the Gateway Theatre. Tel. 0244-
340392. [Source: Chester Local History News] 

Can You Help? 
Here are a few queries which our readers 
might be able to help with. 
French beds 
Does anyone know what is, or was, a French 
bed? A couple of French beds appear in the 
1662 inventory of Henry Dunster, rector of 
Northenden. All that is known about them at 
the moment is that they were more valuable 
than ordinary beds. Why? 

Henry Hough of Shadow Moss, Etchells 
According to Earwaker in East Cheshire Past 
and Present, there used to be a plaque in 
Northenden Parish Church dedicated to 



Henry Hough 'renown engraver and scul� 
tor' who died in 1727. Henry Hough was a 
three-life lease tenant of the Tattons of Wy
thenshawe Hall and a lease indenture dated 
1 700 described him as a watchmaker. His 
will is not very helpful. He describes himself 
as yeoman and is only really concerned with 
leaving his property to his cousins. No in
ventory survives to show his watchmaker or 
sculptor tools. Can any reader throw any 
more light on Henry Hough's engraving and 
sculpting activities? He was 87 when he died 
in 1727, so he would have been active from 
about the 1660s onwards. He probably came 
to Wythenshawe in the 1680s or 1690s. 

Greater Manchester Record Office 
reduces opening hours 
From 1st April onwards Greater Manchester 
Record Office will be closed until 1 .00pm on 
Mondays. Opening times for the rest of the 
week, Tuesday to Friday, 9.00am-5.00pm 
with Saturday opening continuing on the 

2nd and 4th in each month (apart from Bank 
Holidays). 

New document accessions at GMRO in
clude Oldham Court Records (A/OLD/), 
Index to the Rochdale Canal Acts of Parlia
ment (Q207/), deeds relating to property in 
Manchester, Droylsden, Audenshaw and 
Blackley (Q208), deeds relating to property 
in Rochdale, Kirkway and Middleton (Q209), 
British Rail engineering drawings 
(AI9/add/) and the records of the Hulton
Harrap

" 
family (E/HULT I). [Source: Greater 

Manchester Courier) 

Free Family History Service on TV 
Greater Manchester Courier says that a free 
service enabling family historians to adver
tise for missing ancestors or distant relativ. 
es is being offered by Oracle on p.683 of 
Channel 4 Teletext. If you would like to take 
part in this service, messages of up to 50 
words in length can be displayed for one 
week. Contact Oracle Teletext Ltd, FAO Usa 
P683, Classified Department, 25-32 Marshall 
Street, London WIV ILL. 

AL TRINCHAM IN THE SURVEY AND . 
RENTAL OF THE MANOR OF DUNHAM 

MASSEY AD1348-49 PART I 

The last nobleman of the dynasty imposed 
by the Normans at Dunham, the sixth Baron 
Hamo de Masci (Hamon de Massey) died, it 
is believed, in 1342 There followed a long 
squabble over his estate which was to last for 
150 years, due to the problem of his lack of 
an heir. Hamo VI's first wife had died on her 
wedding night in circumstances unknown, 
and he married her sister, Alice, by whom he 
had a son who, it is thought, died young at 
Dunham. After this, while Hamo was away 
in Gascony, Alice gave birth to a bastard son 
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Don 8ay/iss 
also called Hamo and was divorced by 
Hamo VI because of her infidelity. However, 
eventually her husband took a liking to her 
illegitimate son and when the young man 
was older, the two men fought in support of 
each other in France and on Hamo VI's 
death, bastard young Hamo received half the 
extensive de Masci estate. This will was con
tested by Alice's sisters and in support of 
their claim, one of the families, the Fittons, 
took over Dunham Massey, very probably 
the moiety of the illegitimate Hamo, who by 



1345 had sold much of his estate to Henry, 
Duke of Lancaster. It is likely the elaborate 
estate survey and rental of 1348-9, in a roll 
several feet long, the subject of this paper, 
was carried out to ascertain the extent and 
rents of the property for the Fittons or other 
contesting claimants. It covered the manors 
of Dunham Massey, Hale, and Altrincham in 
detail and gives some information about 
Ashley, Toft, Acton, Bollington, Carrington, 
Sale, Knutsford, Bowdon, Partington, Bram
hall, Etchells and Poynton. It is in the Na
tional Trust collection of the Rylands library. 

The survey and rental lists only two 
classes in Altrincham's society, the free and 
the unfree (though there were probably 
classes including the one mentioned in the 
conclusion of this paper). The following ac
count refers only to the free tenants of Altrin
cham. The survey and rental are important 
because they give the first known details of 
the free inhabitants of the new borough of 
Altrincham established fifty years before, in 
AD1290, adjacent to the site of the p�xist
ing Anglo-Saxon village. Following details 
about the free and unfree tenants of Dunham 
Massey and Hale, the Altrincham section 
starts with details of the free tenants, the bur
gesses. The burgesses were both men and 
women: landholders, traders and farmers. 
They (presumably the male element) admin
istered the town and its trading through 
�heir Portmote Court. They also had to do 
jury service for petty crimes both here and in 
other courts such as the local (Bucklow) 
Hundred Court. The Altrincham section of 
the Survey starts with the following pr� 
amble: 

"Warning - that whether (or not) often summoned 
or attomeyed to be a juror at Other courts for the 
sake of a judgement pending between parties, he 
(the burgess) will still give pannage of his pigs 
which he has, at the Feast of SI. James [July 25th), 
whether (or not) he shall have sold them between 
the same feast and the Feast of St. Martin, namely 
f ram each tenth pig the third best, and if he has 
between 7 and 10 he will give the same, and if 
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he has fewer than 7 he will give for each pig of 
one year, 2d., and for each hogget under a year, 
Id., (and) pay the whole at the Feast of St. Martin 
[November 5th) however many he has more then 
the number 10, unless only 1 pig. He also owes 
suit to the lord's mill, paying 18 grains for toll. 
He must also be mayor or bailiff of the same vill 
when he has been elected. He also owes suit to 
the lord's oven with bread for eating." 

This is a rather remarkable introductory 
statement. It clearly relates the fact that some 
inhabitants had not paid their dues to the 
lord for letting their pigs feed in the lord's 
wood and were to do so whatever their ex
cuse, in this case because they had been at
tending courts away from Altrincham as ju
rors at the time the dues should have been 
collected. The priorities of the period may be 
shown in that details about the all-important 
job of pig-keeping come before any mention · 
of the mayor! Certainly the dominance of 
pig-farming in the economy of Altrincham is 
clear. This animal was useful not only as 
meat but for its skin for leather clothing and 
armour, fat for cooking and oil for lighting 
and a lubricant for machinery (including 
military machines such as catapults) and the 
carcases for burning in mining operations 
under besieged castle walls. This concern to 
collect all the pig-monies suggests the in
come to the lord from pannage was not as 
high as it should have been, not only because 
of the reasons set out in the preamble but for 
others speculated on below. Additionally the 
preamble re-confirmed from the borough 
charter of 1290 the existence of the jury sys
tem and two other orders previously set out 
in the charter; that the tax on grain would be 
1/18 of a burgess's harvest, and that there 
must be compliance with the lord's monop
oly on baking by using his oven to bake 
bread. 

After the preamble, there follows a list of 
burgesses, lands and rents. The first entry, as 
an example, reads: 

"Thomas de Bowdon holds vi burgages, iiii acres 
and i rod of (arable) land and John his son hold$ 
i burgage and v acres of land; rent per ann., paid 



(in equal instahnents) three times a year. v .(hill
ings)." 

Entries similar to this are given for 4S bur
gesses. In this study, only three aspects will 
be examined; first, the names of the bur
gesses; second, the number of their holdings; 
and third, the number and sex of the bur
gesses in relation to the holdings they pos
sessed. 

The names of the burgesses 
These were as follows with the number of 
the burgages the burgesses possessed in 
brackets: 

Thomas de Bowdon (6), son John (1) 
William son of William of the Whyte (5) 
William son of WaIter of the Dene (2) 
Hamo le Mascy (2) 
John de Halle (Hale) (1) 
The wife of William (1) 
Adam the Tailor (2) 
Robert de Bowdon (3) 
Thomas the Baxter (5) 
John de Rycroft (1) 
Richard de Chorlton (3) 
Richard Tailor (3) 
John Whyger (1) 
Hamo Criour (9) 
Agnes le Mascy (2) 
John de Old field (3) 
William Wygar (7) 
Peter the Smith (3) 
William Aleckesson (1) 
Elenor Criour (19) 
Richard Masey, priest (-) 
Mathilda, daughter of Richard (1) 
Thomas, son of Will[ia]m del Whyte (3) 
William de Hardy (1) 
William de Aldecroft (2) 
Agnes, wife of Ado Gwelpe (4) 
Margia, wife of Cosyn (1) 
Thomas de Oldefeld (3) 
Henry de Mee (3) 
Adam Parker (1) 
William Court (2) 

9 

Richard, son of Hugh (1) 
Symon de Clay (3) 
Robert de Bonk (3) 
Robert de Aldecroft (2) 
Benedict Hammeson (1?) 
William Som, native of Sanginne (2) 
William the Crowther (3) 
Alicia, daughter of Howys (1) 
Hamo, son of Ado (5) 
Adam Brondreth (3) 
Richard de Baguley (-) 
William Shermon (1) 
Cecilia de Whitely (1) 

As far as is known this is the earliest list of 
named inhabitants of Altrincham, living 
here just under 650 years ago. It was ob
viously a transition period for the develop
ment of names. There are: 

i. ancient English names; and Norman 
names such as Hamo and Mascy. It is 
possible that the Hamo le Masey listed was 
the bastard son of Hamo VI, or that perhaps 
he, Agnes and Richard the priest were one of 
the Timperley de Mascis, or distant relatives. 

ii. place-names showing where these 
people or their forebears came from, such as 
Chorlton, Old field, Aldecroft (near High
gate) and Hale; possibly one or two of these 
names may signify they were absentee land
owners, 

iii. names which show relationship of one 
person to another (e.g. Aleckesson), and 

iv. names carrying the trade of the holder 
or his forebears (fai'lor, Saxter = baker, 
Smith). 

The number of the burgesses' holdings 
As the people in the list all possessed land in 
th� borough they were reckoned to be bur
gesses. At the time of the original charter 
each burgess had been given a burgage, a 
town plot, 5 perches by 2 (120 feet by 48), 
and also 1 (Cheshire) acre (2.1 statute) of 
corn land 'in the fields'. These could be dis
posed of to anyone except the King or 



churchmen. By 1348, after two generations, it 
is clear the pattern of landholding had 
changed dramatically. The number of bur
gesses was forty-five, but the sum of the bur
gages was about 127. By 1348, some people 
held no burgage, others several. A woman, 
Elenor Criour, was the biggest landowner 
holding nineteen. Her husband held nine. 
Between them they held nearly twenty-five 
percent of the town. In fact Elenor and other 
women held twenty-five percent of the land � in the town! Cornlands will not be discussed 

. 
here in detail, but whereas some people held 
no acre-lands in the fields, Elenor Criour 
held ten, and her husband nine. In AD1290 

. each burgess had been allocated 1 acre. 

The ratio of burgesses to burgages 
There had obviously been redistribution of 
burgage plots, but how had this come about? 
There are several possible explanations. One 
is that due to the result of accumulation of 
wealth in a few hands by trading, the 
property of less successful burgesses cquld 
be bought out. Another is that Hamo V's 
speculative new market town of 1290 may 
have temporarily been a flop and people had 
departed, leaving their plots to be acquired 
by others. Another possibility was a drop in 
numbers of men in the town due to some 
being killed fighting with the Mascis in the 
wars in Gascony and Scotland (it is believed 
the last baron died in Gascony in 1 342). A 
fourth possibility is that many of the possible 
contemporary population of 127 burgess 

households had been killed off by the Black 
Death which struck here about 1348, and 
those who survived had obtained rights to 
the burgages and lands of the deceased. 
With a reduced population of burgesses, for 
whatever reason or combination of reasons, 
it was all the more necessary for the lord's 
treasury to ensure that pig-monies were paid 
- hence the warnings in the preamble to the 
rental. 

Three final points are worth mentioning. 
First, the office of Mayor of Altrincham can 
now be taken back to AD1348 (and that this 
post may have originally been called Bailiff); 
and as in the later court leet, this officer was 
elected by his peers, and was then duty 
bound to assume that office. Second, if only 
forty-five burgesses now held 127 burgages, 
for the balance of eighty-two burgages to 
continue in production, whether of pigs, ve
getables, or of industrial products, a new 
class of subtenants to the burgesses must 
have been introduced to occupy and work 
the plots. This implies the emergence of a 
third social class, in status perhaps between 
the free burgesses and the lord's unfree ten
ants-at-will. Third, in describing Altrin
cham's mediaeval past mention is frequently 
made of the 'freemen burgesses' of the town. 
It is believed this short account will also have 
highlighted the importance of the 'free' 
women. The unfree population of Altrin
cham will the subject of Part IT of this study. 

FAMILY AND THE COMMUNITY 
f:/ew OU Course/or 1994 

Last year the outline of this new course was 
published in Altrincham History Jou17Ull (June 
1991 edition). Open History, the magazine of 
the Open University History Society, re-
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Jill Groves 
ceived confirmation that this course has been 
accepted by the OU from John Golby, the 
course organiser, in November 1991 and 
passed that information on to the JournaL 



The course will be presented for the first time 
in 1994. 

It is basically the same as that proposed 
and discussed in the June 1991 edition of AI
trincMm History Journal, a mainly project
based course, in general concentrating on 
primary sources from the 19th and 20th cen
turies. However, students can, as I did with 
0301: Historical Sources and the Socitll Scien
tist, work on projects using sources earlier 
than the 19th century. (In fact, in my experi
ence, it can be a positive advantage, pro
vided you can convince your tutor that the 
sources are applicable to the course.) 

There is no summer school, seven to eight 
essays, 4 com puter marked assignments, and 
a final exam. Anyone who did 0301 (men
tioned above) is excluded. The recom
mended prerequisites for OU students are 
A102: Arts Foundation Course, 0102: Sodal 
Science Foundation Course, and 0103: Socitll 
Science Foundation Course and an active inter
est in family or local history. The course will 
bear the number OA301 . 

If you are interested in this course for its 
own sake contact the course organiser John 
Golby, Staff Tutor in Arts, Open University, 
South Region, Foxcombe Hall, Boars Hill, 
Oxford OX1 SHR for details. 

I thought that Altrincham History Society 
members might be interested in the response 
by John Golby to this article when it aJr 
peared in the March edition of Open History. 
He clarifies a number of points and makes it 
very clear that this course is very much 
aimed at the Associate rather than the under
graduate OU student. 

Oear Jill, 

Thanks very much for printing the infor
mation about the proposed new course, 
Family and the Community, in the March 
edition of Open History. First, let me clear up 
one important misunderstanding. The 
course is open to all those people with an in
terest in family or local history but who, un-
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derstandably, do not wis,h , to  embark on a 
whole Open University degree. They can 
register for the course as Associate Students 
and, indeed, we are hoping that a large per
centage of our intake will be Associate Stu
dents. 

You are right in stating that there are rec
ommended prerequisites for the course but 
this refers only to those students within the 
undergraduate programme. Even, here the 
prerequisites are only recommendations and, 
are incluCied in our outline primarily to be a 
helpful guide to students in planning their 
degree profiles. 

The points you make in the final para
graph of the article are good ones and I am 
sure the course team would agree with many 
of them. In fact, when the first proposals for 
this course were put forward, the plan was 
that we should introduce it at a variety of le
vels to meet the needs of different groups of 
students. The difficulty, as I am sure you 
well know, is that courses outside the under
graduate programme need to be self-financ
ing. Consequently, before we can develop 
anything within the Continuing Education 
programme we have to find outside funding. 
So, rather than delay the making of the 
course, we went ahead to ensure that it 
would be available within the undergrad
uate and associate student programmes for 
1994. However, I can assure you that we are 
seeking outside funding for Continuing Edu
cation packs along the lines you suggest. (If 
you know of any millionaires, rich business
men, arab princes, etc., please let me know!!!) 

As well as Continuing Education packs, 
we are hopeful that at some point we will be 
able to develop a programme of postgrad
uate research within this area. 

Finally, I am not sure what the response of 
the course team would be to your comment 
about the lack of a summer school for 
OA30l. But again, lack of resources was a 
major factor in making that particular deci
sion. 



Anyway, I hope this clears up a few 
points. 

All best wishes, 

John Golby, South Region, The Open Univer
sity, Foxcombe Hall, Boars Hill, Oxford OX1 

SHR. 

A HEALING WELL AT TIMPERLEY 

On reading through a series of Manchester 
Constables Accounts, I came across the fol
lowing interesting item dated May 1631 : 

"Paid for the meate and lodging of ooe Thomas 
May a blind man who had a passe from Holland 
in Lincolnshire to TimperJey Well in Oteshire -
Is 2d" \ 

Nothing now seems to be known about 
this well and presumably its health giving 
properties, although at one time it fame must 
have been far reaching in order for a blind 
man to make such a long journey in the hope 
of a cure. I wonder if any reader has any in
formation as to its whereabouts and its heal
ing powers? 

The "passe" referred to was an essential 
item for a seventeenth century traveller; it 

Derek G. Richbell 
was a certificate as to his good character and 
conduct given by a local magistrate or other 
person in authority. Any stranger found 
without one was deemed to be a vagrant and 
was punished at the local .whipping post. 
This consisted of being chained and man
acled to the post and, to quote from the 
statute of those days, "stripped naked from 
the middle upward, and openly whipped, 
until his or her body be bloody." A whipping . 
post still survives in the Market Place of 
Poulton-Ie-Fylde, Lancashire and a replica 
one has been erected in Old Market Place, 
Altrincham. 

References 
EalWaker, I.P. edited,ManchesterConstables Accounts. 
V olumes I and 11. 

IN SEARCH OF COW LANE 

About April last year, I was chatting to one 
of Bowdon's characters and during the 
course of conversation, the topic of Blue 
Plaques cropped up. It was suggested that a 
possible candidate for recognition was Alan 
Turing who had lived locally in Cow Lane 
and had worked at Manchester University 
(in the Science and Technology Department, 
now UMISn. Turing's claim to fame was 
that he designed the first working pro
grammable electronic computer (a stone 
plaque in Bridgeford Street, Manchester 
commemorates this) and since has been 
known as the Father of Modern Computing. 
He was following in the footsteps of Charles 
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Chris Hill 
Babbage the Father of Computing, who him
self had worked at Owen's College (now 
Manchester University). 

I decided to follow this suggestion up and 
started by trying to find Cow Lane. This 
name, like Green Lane and Back Lane, was a 
very popular name for what, more often 
than not, were farm tracks. For this reason it 
was no good just relying on the local A to Z. I 
enquired from some of my farming acquaint
ances and heard of a Cow Lane in Ashley. 
Soon after, a chance remark about Turing at 
Altrincham's Local History Library brought 
to light Andrew Hodges' biography Alan 
Tu ring, the Enigma. On p.39S the ghost of 



Cow Lane seemed to be laid to rest, as there 
is the information that Turing lived in Nurs
ery Avenue, Hale, not far away from Ash
ley's Cow Lane. P.426 started another lead. It 
mentioned that on moving from Hale Turing 
brought a house, "Hollymeade", a semi-d� 
tached Victorian house in the village of Dean 
Row on the outskirts of Wilmslow. 

These seemed pretty good leads for Blue 
Plaque locations. However, finding out 
which house in Nursery Avenue and where 
"Hollymeade" actually was proved to be a 
problem. Turing lived in Hale circa 19SO. 
Voters' lists for this period covering Hale 
were not available at Altrincham Library 
and seemed to require a visit to the County 
Records Office at Chester. The next best 
thing was to make local inquiries about a , 
young man who sometimes ran to work at 
the University, had a motorised bicycle and 
had rooms in Nursery Avenue. However, on 
average, people are said to move house once 
every ten years, so finding someone who 
lived in the road at the end of the forties, or 
early fifties, proved very difficult; even 
people who had moved but still lived 
nearby, could not remember him. After 
many 'phone ccills and several visits, knock
ing on doors and interrupting a street party, 
I decided to contact Turing's biographer. 
This again was not successful as Mr. Hodges 
had deposited his notes and papers in the li
brary at Turing's college, King's, Cambridge. 
Enquiries there eventually turned up a letter 
from the King's College bursar, Richard 
Carn (Lord Cam the economist), about his 
fellowship in 1948, together with Turing's 
reply. Andrew Hodges also wrote with the 
same information. The address was No.25. 
Nursery Avenue, Hale. Several visits to 
Wilmslow and numerous enquiries (includ
ing the excellent local history collection at 
the library), failed to reveal "Hollymeade". 
Even a councillor living in the area and on 
the planning committee could not help. 
However, the book mentions that Turing 
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lived near the R.A.F. camp. On investigation, 
the road leading to the camp had a side road 
called Cow Lane. There were even people 
living in it with the same name as Turing's 
neighbours. One problem with Victorian 
houses is that many have been knocked 
down. This Cow Lane again proved a 
failure. Eventually a descendant of Turing's 
neighbours during the SOs was located and 
confirmation by 'phone definitely identified 
the road as Adlington Road and the house, 
the west side of the only Victorian semi. It 
was here that Turing died in 1954, aged 
forty-one. In a recent BBC TV series The 
Dream Machine, Turing was prominently fea
tured and on 9th March, a Horizon pro
gramme, The Strange Life and Death of Dr Alan 
Turing, claimed him to be "one of the key 
figures of this century". The programme also 
openly suggested that Turing's death was 
not a suicide but could well have been due to 
being a security risk with all this implies. The 
programme showed Turing's home at Wilm
slow. So the search for Cow Lane was over. 

In closing, some other details about Tur
ing will show that he was well worth investi
gating. He was born in London on 23rd June, 
1912 and died at Wilmslow on 7th June, 
1954. To support the claim that Turing was a 
key figure of this century, he solved a prob
lem which had implied the basic philosophy 
of Mathematics was wrong. For this work, he 
was invited to be a member of the Royal S0-
ciety, one of the youngest to be so honoured. 
During the war he solved the German Naval 
Enigma Code, thus playing an important 
part in winning the "Battle of the Atlantic". 
For this work he was awarded an OBE. Tur
ing started off two new scientific subjects, 
defining the bases of both topics. One was 
Artificial Intelligence and he devised a test 
which is still used. The Turing Institute for 
Artificial Intelligence was established in 
Glasgow in his honour. The other subject 
was Genetomorphology. Both subjects are 
becoming more important and many scien-



tific papers have been written on Turing's 
work and several books. During the last six 
months at least seven articles have appeared 
about Turing in The New Scientist, The Guard-

ian and The Times, so his work is still genera
ting interest and it is becoming more obvious 
what a genius he was. 

SOME NOTES ON SEAMON'S MOSS 
SCHOOL 

I n  1759, Thomas Walton, a salt merchant of 
Ounham Wood houses left money to found a 
school for the instructions of boys aged 
eight-eleven years who resided in Altrin
cham, Bowdon and Dunham Massey. The 
building chosen was Old field House and the 
school flourished until the premises proved 
too small and a move to a newly built school 
at Seamon's Moss took place in 1867. 

In 1778 thirteen boys from Dunham at
tended the school, eleven of whom were 
sons of farmers, and twenty-eight boys from 
Altrincham also attended the school, sons of 
farmers, shoemakers, chairmakers, inn
keepers, woolcombers, hat makers, tailors, 
gardeners, weavers, carpenters, a carter and 
a wheelwright. The curriculum included 
Latin, writing, accounts and Greek, subjects 
usually taught in grammar schools. 

" RULES FOR 
Seamon's Moss School 

l st.-The Free Scholars will be elected at the re
opening of the School in January and July in each 
year; application for admission to be made to the 
Master before the School is re-opened. 

2nd.-The Boys must come to School clean, with 
decent clothing, and their hair properly combed 
and cut; attention to be paid to good manners and 
respectful behaviour, both in an out of School. 

3rd.-The hours of attendance are in the Morning 
from 9 till 12 o'clock; in the Mternoon from 2 
till half-past 4 in the Summer, and 4 o'clock in 
the Winter. 

4th.-No Boy is to remain away from School 
without asking the Master's permission; and if he 
is irregular in his attendance or absent for a week 
without leave, he will not be allowed to return, 
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H.E. Heaton 
unless his Parents give a satisfactory reason to the 
Trustees. 

6th.-Scholars must pay for Slates, and such 
Books as their Home Lessons require.

l 

The Trustees propose to receive a limited num
ber of additional Scholars at a payment of Four
pence a week. 

Each Boy on leaving the School will receive a 
B ible and Prayer Book, if his conduct and attend
ance have been satisfactory to the Trustees and 
Master. 

Seamon's Moss School 
JUly 1867" 

The list of rules shows that high standards 
of behaviour were expected and expulsion 
was the penalty for irregularity in church at
tendance, lying, swearing or using indecent 
words. At this time education was not obli
gatory, many children worked in factories 
and Workshop Regulations were introduced 
in 1867 to prohibit the employment of child
ren under eight years and restrict the em
ployment of eight to thirteen year olds to 
half a day. 

Although the school was a boys' school, 
one girl did manage to enter the sacred male 
portals, she was the daughter of a teacher, 
Mr Hams, 1867-1882. The religion of the 
School was Church of England until the mid
nineteenth century, when boys of different 
denominations were admitted. 

The teachers at this School were forerun
ners in educational methods and CO. 
Rogers quotes: 

"It was surely more interesting to discover that a 
plot of lettuce with six plants each way would pro-



duce 36 lettuce (unless a slug ate five of them) 
than it was to learn that six sixes are thirty-six, 
minus five equal thirty-one ... At this period of 
histOf)', there was no law to compel a seedaman 
to certify that the seed wheat he sold a fanner had 
a guaranteed gennination figure of 95%. So Sea
mon's Moss set up a simple seed testing plant, and 
invited local fanners to send them samples of their 
deliveries of seed - Wheat, Oats, Barley, Clover, 
etc.; as soon as it arrived, the boys tested it in 
their home built plant on the school hot water 
pipes, etc., and submitted accurate gennination 

figures to the fanners - a service which was 
highly valued ... " 

Seamon's Moss School closed in 1938 after 
180 years of highly prized tuition. 

Note 
1. Rule No. 5 is missing in the original. 

Reference 
Rogers, C.D., ' History of Charity Schools in Bowdon' 
(unpublished copy in Altrincham Library). 

AL TRINCHAM MARKET BELL 
[Reprinted from the 'Stray Notes' section of a journal whose title and date is  unrecorded] 

HE Heaton 

"William Scott of Wigan, bell founder, v. 
James Brookes, mayor of Altrincham in 1684. 
It was alleged by plaintiff that when the mar
ket bell at Altrincham was broken by the 
rabble in February 1684(-5) he was employed 
to recast it. The weight was 941b. and he was 
to receive 475. for the work. The bell was re
turned to Altrincham in April 1685 and hung 
up in the market-house as before, but about 
an hour afterward there was some difference 
among the inhabitants, and the bell being 
rung was broken again. In August plaintiff 
was asked to cast it again, adding 30lb. of 
metal to the weight, at 12d, a pound; the total 
cost would be 775. He did so, but payment 
was refused. Defendant said that he was not 
liable. William Lupton, then constable, who 
had broken the bell at first, had promised to 
pay for the recasting. Then when the bell 

came back many of the inhabitants disliked 
its tone, and on its breaking the second time 
William Andrewes had undertaken to pay 
for the new and heavier bell. (Chester Ex
chequer Bills, paper, 96)." 

Note 
William Lupton was a chapman of Altrincham, a travel
ling seller of goods. In Lupton' s case the goods were 
Irish linen, yam, tobacco, wine and brandy, horse 
saddles and stirrup leathers. In other words, he was a 
seller of goods probably imported through the port of 
Chester. 

He was related by marriage to the Eaton family 
who had been innkeepers of Altrincham and who 
owned property in Bowdon. William's father-in
law, Robert Eaton, was one of the few in this area 
(probably the only one) who kept a turkey hen 
and cock, possibly to provide exotic breakfast eggs 
for his customers. 

William Lupton died in 1701 . (Editor) 

Local Events Summer 1992 

English Heritage 
Special Events in the Midlands and North

West, J une-mid-September 
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[Thanks to English Heritage for permission 
to reprint the following details.] 



Music of the Cavaliers and Roundheads 
Boscobel House, Shropshire, Wednesday

Friday, Ist-3rd July 

The King and the Cause! 
Boscobel House, Shropshire, Saturday-Sun

day, 4th-Sth July 

The Normans at Carlisle 
Carlisle Castle, Cumbria 

Saturday-Sunday, 22nd-23rd August 

The Roman Army of Britain 

Wroxeter Roman City, Shropshire, Saturday
Sunday, 27th-28th June 

Events at Beeston Castle, Cheshire 
Mustering for the King, 1475 

Saturday-Sunday, 4th-5th July 

Gawaine and the Green Knight 
Tuesday-Saturday, 1 1  th-l5th August 

(7.30pm) 

George Ill's Army 
Saturday-Sunday, 1 st-2nd August 

BOOK REVIEWS 
'Stretford: The Changing Scene, 
1945-1974' by Stretford Local History 
Society. 
Countryside Publications. Available 
from most local bookshops. 
20Cm x 21 cm, paperback, 48pp, 53 11-
lustratlons, 1 map, £3.95. ISBN 0 
861 57 309 9. 

This well-illustrated book captures clearly 
the atmosphere of Stretford after World War 
II up to the time of local government reor
ganisation in 1974 when it became a compo
nent of Trafford MBC. It follows on a pre
vious publication by the Society covering 
Stretford between 1918 and 1945. The format 
is a familiar old friend, that of photographs 
and captions - in this book very full descrip
tions. Readers will be reminded of Stretford 
of a few decades ago when it had a 'village' 
centre with some character, where the King 
Street - Edge Lane road crossed the A56, 
since replaced by the Arndale Centre. The 
limited time-span covered brings a c� 
herence to the contents encompassing the 
Coronation of Queen Elizabeth 11, local gov
ernment, social events, entertainment and 
sports (including Manchester United), chur
ches, transport, industry, housing, schools, 
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the demolition of the King Street area and 
the building of the Arndale Centre. 

There is one major omission which would 
benefit people who do not know Stretford 
well - the book does not give the reader 
much idea of the massive scale of industry 
still operating in Trafford Park at that time, 
except for a study of AE!. Also there could 
have been a mention of the public services, 
human or material. Two other points struck 
this reviewer - the potentially useful map, 
referred to in several places by grid reference 
- a useful device, was not 100% clear and has 
suffered slightly by reduction. A final slight 
niggle is that the typeface used for the head
ings for captions is not consistent, some 
headings are in capitals, others in lower case. 
However, do not let these criticisms detract 
from a compact book with excellent illustra
tions which records, like an epitaph, the last 
years of a borough's existence. 

Don 8ay/iss 

$mlthllls Hall. Documents NO. 1 'Be
tween Edward Byron, Esquire, of 
Manchester and John Rawsthorn, 
Chapman of Hall/well, 1766'edlted by 
Davld R. and Derek R. Mills 
A5, 20pp, 1 il lustration, £1 .00. 



Smlthllls Hall. Documents No.2 
edited by Derek R. Mills 
A5, 56pp, 5 maps, 6 illustrations, 
£1 .30. 
Both published by The Friends of 
Smlthllls Hall, clo Mr D.B. Mills, Hon. 
Publication Secretary, 19 Lelghton 
Avenue, Bohon BL 1 4EH. 

The first monograph contains one tran
scribed and described indenture of the estate 
leased to John Rawsthorn. Byrom kept the 
rights to mine coal, iron, lead and salt and 
the rights of waterpower and hunting and 
received £17 Ss a year rent for the nineteen 
acre estate. 

The second book holds five leases and is 
much more sat.isfactory, having location 
maps and plans for those not entirely famil
iar with the place. Both have good glossaries 
and No. 2 an index. 

Don Bay/iss 

Murder In the Heather by Davld Hold
Ing 
The Friends of Smlthllls Hall, clo Mr 
D.B. Mills, Hon. Publication Secre
tary, 1 9  Lelghton Avenue, Bolton BL 1 
4EH. 
A5, 56pp, 2 maps, £1 .30. 

This fascinating little book tells the story of 
the mysterious murder of a young travelling 
salesman of draper's goods on the hills near 
Blackburn in 1838. It is quite surprising that 
so much detailed information has been dis
covered in contemporary newspaper ac
counts all written in careful and quite stylish 
language. An astonishingly extensive ac
count is also included of the trial of a suspect 
who was acquitted after a very dignified and 
responsible hearing; it is, however, som� 
thing of a pity that the source of this account 
is not stated. 

In any event the book gives us much 
which goes beyond the uncertain facts of the 
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case. Perhaps most importantly, if one 
judges, for instance, from the many column 
inches devoted to the inquest in the Black
burn Standard, as well as by the tone of the 
various press reports, a clear picture 
emerges of a society in which a {Ilurder of 
this or any kind was far from being an every 
day event. A similar impression is gained by 
the conduct of the trial - the author's com
plaint that some significant aspects of the 
evidence were apparently not followed up 
can be matched by the experience of many 
people who have served on modern juries, 
quite apart from the likelihood that the r� 
port of the trial was incom plete. 

In .the end, the reader is left with the vivid 
impression of a microcosm of a rural society, 
which was surprisingly law abiding and 
stable, in spite of the enormous changes tak
ing place around. To a considerable extent 
this society depended for its trading life
blood on travelling salesmen and dealers 
who were often on foot and must have been 
easy targets for robbers and murderers. The 
fact that this particular murder attracted so 
much concerned attention and condemna
tion seems clearly to show that it was the ex
ception rather than the rule. 

Frank Bamford 

'Tameslde 1066-1 700' by Mike Nevell 
Tameslde Metropolitan Borough 
Council with Greater Manchester Ar
chaeological Unit 
29cm, paperback, Ix, 1 55pp, 21 III US
tratlons, 48 maps and diagrams, 
£8.95. ISBN 1 871 324 02 5. 
Available from Tameslde Local 
Studies Library, Stalybrldge Library, 
Trinity Street, Stalybrldge, Cheshire 
SK1 5 2BN. 

This is a not for the casual reader so much as 
for the general reader who wants to begin 
learning about Tameside's Mediaeval and 
Early Modem history and the serious stu-



dent of local history, and not just the local 
history of Tameside. Mike Nevell's thorough 
research and analysis of documents and ar
chaeological evidence means that this book 
is a model of what other local historians 
should be doing. It can also be used as a 
source for comparative studies for any other 
part of England. 

The first chapter sets out to explain the ar
chaeological evidence and the documentary 
evidence used in the rest of the book. Beyond 
this chapter the book really divides into two 
sections: chapters 2 to 4 deal, in the main, 
with Tameside from 1066 to 1500, studying 
all sixteen manors and townships of Ta
meside, patterns of landholding, economy 
(including agriculture and trade); chapters 5 
to 10 deal, in greater detail, with the period 
1500-1 700, studying local society, the Civil 
War (the whole of chapter 6 is devoted to 
this), agriculture and industry, settlement 
and population history, local housing 
(House, Hall and Castle), and the Church. 
The five appendices are invaluable, three rE!'
printing important documents, a fourth p� 
vides a gazetteer of standing sites, excavated 
sites and a fifth on sources for pre-1 700 farm
steads and buildings in Tameside. There fol
lows an adequate glossary, an excellent 
sources list, and a reasonable index. 

The chapter on landholding in the Middle 
Ages (chapter three) explains the types of 
landholding in 1066 and how each manor 
was held by different families. This chapter 
does have a short paragrap� on free tenants 
and tenants-at-will at the beginning, but I 
wish that another paragraph or two had 
been added at the end of the chapter to ex
plain how free tenants and tenants-at-will 
had, by the sixteenth century, evolved into 
freeholders, copyholders, customary (or 
three-life lease) tenants and short lease ten
ants. The first three paid rents, performed 
duties and services and paid heriots laid 
down by custom in the fifteenth, or even 
fourteenth, century, whereas the short lease 
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tenants paid economic rents on land or 
whole messuages. 

Chapter six is devoted to the Civil Wars 
and the exploits of Colonel Robert Ducken
field of Duckenfield, parliamentarian colo
nel, in part. Good though this chapter is, I 
would have liked to have read more about 
how ordinary Tameside people survived the 
Civil Wars. Did the Parliamentarians need 
soldiers to collect the levies as they needed 
them to collect the rents in Northenden and 
Etchells? 

Likewise I feel that industry in Tameside 
really deserves a chapter of its own, with 
more of a discussion on coal mining in the 
area. Did the copyhold and three-life lease 
tenants have rights to dig coals from the 
lord's pits for their own use as Northenden 
and Etchells tenants did in coal pits on 
Northern Moor and Shadow Moss in the 
seventeenth century? Did Tameside coal pits 
produce of the most high grade cannel coal 
found in many North-east Cheshire probate 
inventories? I would like to know more 
about the Tameside glass-making industry. 
Did Tameside supply the glass bottles and 
glasses that also appear in North-east Che
shire inventories from the 1 660s onwards, or 
was it into mass producing that status sym
bol, the looking glass? But as Mike Nevell 
admits: 

• A work such as this is necessarily a synthesis of 
this database [deeds, wills, probate inventories, of
ficial documents, maps, etc.], the aim of which is 
to highlight some of the major themes of the 
period without being overwhelmed by the minute 
detail of much of the evidence.' 

However, chapter 8 on settlement and 
population is excellent. So is chapter 9 on Ta
meside housing and chapter 10 on parishes 
and churches 

There are many connections between the 
Altrincham area and its nearby townships 
and Tameside. The Booth family (and later 
the Greys) of Dunham Massey Hall acquired 



Ashton manor; the Masseys of Sale held 
Godley until their demise in the early 18th 
century; Francis Shelmerdine of Chamber 
Hall, Heald Green, became vicar of Mottram
on-Longdendale in the early 1650s. People 
from Northenden and Baguley served under 
Colonel Robert Duckenfield during the Civil 
War. The Tatton family of Wythenshawe 
Hall bought Werneth Low in the mid-eight
eenth century. 

This is an excellent book both in the 
quality of its illustrations and maps, and in 
the quality of the text. At £8.95 for 155 
packed A4 size pages, it is a bargain. 

JiII Groves 

The Origins of Lancashire by Denlse 
Kenyon 
Manchester University Press 
22cm, paperback, 202pp, 1 0  i l lustra
tions, 32 maps, Origins of the Shire 
Series, £1 2.95. ISBN 0 71 90 3546 5. 

This is an essay in the historical geography 
tradition, dealing with place and environ
ment as well as people. It discusses the de
velopment of settlement, organisation and 
economy in the shire from earliest times to 
its emergence as a county in about AD1280. 
The location of the area was away from the 
different centres of power which developed 
either in the south or north-east of England 
and it grew up in isolation with a distinct 
character. The area is described first in terms 
of its geology, relief, drainage, soils and 
potential fertility. In attempting to give clear 
physical boundaries to Lancashire to per
haps identify reasons for its distinctive char
acter and history, it is too simple to state that 
the whole of the western scarpland of the 
Pennines overlooking the Lancashire plain is 
one continuous fault scarp, especially as it is 
pierced by such transverse structures as the 
Rossendale anticline and major gaps. 

The historical thesis is that the road ·river
crossings of Lancashire were crucial in early 
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times and that these attracted the first settle
ments, to which others were drawn until 
major complexes occurred, for example, 
round Manchester, Warrington, Preston and 
near Lancaster. This thesis is perhaps rather 
overdrawn as an explanation of settlement 
sites, and omits other non-geographical fac
tors, such as economic inertia and historic 
choice. This sort of thesis offers a chicken
and-egg question; did the road pattern at
tract settlement or did settlement attract the 
roads? There is much attempt to show there 
has been continuity of areal administrative 
and economic organisation based upon the 
major centres and this is quite informative. 
One can accept continuity between Anglo
Saxon and Norman estates but the claim is 
made that in some instances continuity has 
been for millenia rather than centuries. This 
really needs more proof than the author 
gives. 

The style is very readable, the photo
graphs are adequate but not as sharp as one 
would expect from MUP and there are 
numerous maps to assist the appreciation of 
the geographical patterns of the selected his
toric data. There is a good bibliography of 
over 150 sources and a comprehensive index. 
It is a book which will give the reader a 
'grand view' of the emergence of the red rose 
county, which comes at an interesting time 
when some of the administrative units cob
bled together in 1974 are under question. 

Don 8ay/iss 

The Order of Keeping a Court Leet 
and Court Baron, 
Bootleg Press, New Jersey: dis
tributed by Historical Management 
Association, 24 Sandford Road, Brls
toI BS8 4QG. 

AS, paperback, 31 pp, £3.00. 

This is an eighteenth century "How to ... " 
book; how to hold a court leet or court baron. 
For anyone who has an interest in court leets, 



this booklet provides a useful insight into the 
way early town government was carried on. 

It is very clear from this booklet that the 
proper regulation of the town's life was the 
responsibility of the court leet. We are not 
told in this booklet, of course, how the mem
bers were chosen or what qualifications were 
required to be a member, for example, bur
gage holder. 

The formal assembly of the court is in
cluded with its emphasis on the importance 
of the oath-taking - this makes interesting 
reading. The oaths were intended to be taken 
seriously and the meaning of the oath is 
written out in great detail. 

The laws and bye-laws were read out in 
full so that each member of the court was 
aware of his duty and obligations in regulat
ing every sphere of town life. 

Some laws seems rather surprising to us 
now such as the one on "apparrell" - "you 
shall enquire whether any have used in any 
of their garments, velvet, satten, damask, taf
fata, sarcenet, chamlet: or any fur ... lennets; 
martins, squirrill, fox, cony ... growing in this 
land ... ; or gold, or silver, in or upon their gar
ments". Presumably, a person was still ex
pected to dress as befitted social position. 
(Statutes - H.8. and 1 and 2 of Ph. and Mary.) 

This booklet makes an interesting com
parison with 'Directions for Holding a Court 
Leet and Court Baron of Altrincham', where in
structions are rather less detailed - but with 
many similarities nevertheless. Original do
cuments are always of interest and well 
worth reprinting for modern study. 

. 
Ron Higginbottom 

'New Mills People In Late Tpdor and 
Early Stuart Times' by Rowena 
Clarke, Lesley James, Mar/orle 
Jones, Barbara Matthews, Alan 
Tebay and Ron Weston 
New Mills Local History, Ron Weston 
(Publications Editor), 'The Thorns', 
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Laneslde Road, New Mills, Stockport 
SK1 2 4LU. 
A5, paperback, 63pp, 20 illustrations, 
6 tables, 1 map, £2.25. ISBN 0 
9515926 5 3. 
This booklet promises to be the first in a 
series transcribing and then analysing the 
109 wills and inventories for New Mills from 
1540-1648. This first effort is an interim 
measure looking at just six wills and inven
tories in detail. Being involved in the tran
scription and analysis of such documents 
myself I can understand why it will take 
some years to complete the transcription and 
analysis and why New Mills Local History 
Society feels it should produce something in 
the meanwhile. Even so it has taken them 
four years to reach this point. If the wills and 
inventory group eventually takes on the 
1648-1 760 period then they probably have at 
least ten years work ahead of them. 

Many local history, record society and 
family history society are taking on the im
portant work of transcribing and publishing 
local wills and inventories. However, few 
appear to be continuing on with the equally 
important work of analysing and interpre
ting these documents. They are invaluable 
sources for the history of local industry, 
farming techniques, local economic and so
cial history. There are a few problems with 
using these documents, as I am sure New 
Mills Group is aware, such as the fact that 
real estate rarely is mentioned in a will and 
never in the inventory if it went to the heir; 
anything growing in the garden for the use 
of the household is not mentioned usually 
because it was the property of the heir or be
cause, in law it was considered to have 
grown there by act of God. So rarely are cat>
bages, carrots, and onions or any fruit grown 
in a garden mentioned. Likewise orchards 
were not counted. Occasionally apples and 
crab apples are mentioned if they were 
stored. Basically things valued in an inven-



tory were those which came within the ad
ministration of the executors. 

The six wills and inventories analysed are 
those of the Sylvesters, the Potts, the Bram
halls and the Bowdens. Through them the 
New Mills Group has looked at farming, in
dustry and family relations. The most fasci
nating of these, as always, are family rela
tions. Richard Sylvester made some provi
sion for his sister Ellen and her illegitimate 
daughter, Margaret, who were probably 
otherwise unsupported. Nicholas Garlick, an 
erstwhile member of the Duke of Norfolk's 
entourage, disliked his daughter Margaret's 
second marriage so much (and possibly her 
new found Protestantism) that he cut her off 
with only one shilling and made certain that 
she would never be able to lay her hands on 
any of the goods, land or money willed by 
Garlick to his grandchildren. 

Ron Weston and Alan Tebay have interes
ting things to say about farming around 
New Mills. It was mostly an area of poor ag
ricultural land and probably heavy soils in 
places. Oxen were still the main plough ani
mals in the sixteenth century (the same was 
also true of the area of North-east Cheshire 
in which I live). Horses were used mainly for 
pulling wains or carts and as pack animals. It 
will be interesting to see if they discover a 
change to horse ploughs by the mid-seven
teenth century. (They should also look out 
for another feature of life in North-east Che
shire - plough sharing - not everyone with 
arable land to till could afford oxen or horses 
and ploughs, so they borrowed from neigh
bours who may have charged for it only as a 
debt in their wills or not at all.) 

Cattle rearing was the main livestock 
work (which probably accounts for the low 
number of pigs in the New Mills area). Wool 
spinning and weaving was the main indus
try and Barbara Matthews gives a good de
scription of the various stages between fleece 
and woollen garment. Did New Mills have 
any tailors to cut and sew the woollen waist-
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coats and jackets or did the women do it 
themselves? 

This is a very good booklet, full of useful 
analysis and inspiration for others doing a 
similar task. They should do well with the 
rest of the long project. 

If I have any quibble it is that I would like 
to have had a little more background infor
mation on New Mills in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries. Who was the landlord 
to whom heriots were paid? Were they being 
converted to money as elsewhere? Mentions 
are made of leases. What were the main 
types landholding in the area: freehold, co
pyhold, three-life lease or short term rack 
rent leases? Perhaps these questions will all 
be answered in the main analysis project. 

Ji/I Groves 

'The History and Operation of Barton 
Swing Aqueduct' by John C. Fletcher. 
John C. and Margaret Fletcher (self
publishers), 36 Trawden Avenue, 
Smlthllls, Bolton BL 1 6JO. 
A5, paperback, 48pp, 1 4  il lustrations, 
£2.00. ISBN 0 951 9058 0 5. 

This booklet, in its first section, gives a very 
brief account of the precursors to the Swing 
Aqueduct and the launching of the Manches
ter Ship Canal project which necessitated the 
construction of the Swing Aqueduct to carry 
the Bridgewater Canal over the Ship Canal. 
The construction of the Aqueduct is barely 
described with more attention paid to acci
dents which delayed the opening of the Ship 
Canal. 

For the next section, the booklet contains 
reports of four visits to the Aqueduct with 
authentic verbatim conversations with the 
men operating it and the neighbouring road 
aqueduct, from which one cane glean some 
idea of the processes and problems involved. 

This is a fascinating subject but the reader 
can hardly help yearning for more in the 
shape of a connected account of the reasons 



for building the aqueduct, the technical 
novelty and difficulty of the problems in
volved and the precise methods of operation, 
as well as the achievements, successes and 
failures ofthe project. 

An interesting little book for the canal en-

thusiast, perhaps, but the general reader has 
to feel somewhat disappointed. There are 
some good pictures but a simple map would 
have been interesting. 

Frank Bamford 

LOCAL BOOKS 
Crewe: A Portrait in Old Picture Postcards Vol 1 by 
Geoff Bavington, etc., edited by S.A. Benz, S.B. 
Publications, Unit 2, The Old Station Yard Pipe 
Gate, Market Dray ton TF9 4HY. 

Memories from Lancashire, 1920-50: Ring-a-ring a 
Roses, a Pocketful of Posies edited by Mike Green, 
Stylus Publications. 22cm, paperback, illustrated, 
33.50. ISBN 1 85620 2003. 

Stories of Old Merseyside: From 'Lancashire Stories' by 
Frank Hird and Richard Postance, edited by Oiff 
Hayes, Printwise Publications, 42 Willan Industrial 
Estate, Vere Street, Salford M5 3GR. 21cm, paper
back, l 6Opp, illustrated, maps, fA.95. ISBN l' 
872226 205. 

Stories and Tales of Great LAncastrians from 'LAnca
shire StorieS by Frank Hird edited by Oiff Hayes, 
Printwise Publications, 41 Wilan Industrial Estate, 
Vere Street, Salford M5 3GR. 21cm, paperback, 
172pp, 60 illustrations, £4.95. ISBN 1 872226 23 X. 

Growing Up in Manchester by Bill Griffiths, 0Ids
bury Press, 7 Darley Avenue, OIdsbury, Manches
ter M20 8XF. 21cm, paperback, l6Opp, 20 illustra
tions, £5.95. ISBN 1 872325 02 5. 

House of Wtley: The Story of a Pennine Family by Ei
leen and John Hudde, Jade Publishing, 5 Leefields 
Oose, Uppermill, Oldham OL3 6LA. 21cm, xi, 
249pp, 9 illustrations, diagrams, t maps, £8.95. 
ISBN 0 9518098 0 6. 

The Uttley family do have connections with Al
trincham in the person of the children's writer Ali
son Uttley who lived on the Higher Downs. 

Memories from the North West: Doorlcnockers and 
Doorsteps edited by Mike Green, Stylus Publica-
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tions. 22cm, illustrated, paperback, 0.95. ISBN 1 
85620 223 2. 

Chester: Memories, 1 949-55 edited by Kit Wheeler, 
Stylus Publications. 22cm, paperback, illustrated, 
£1.95. ISBN 1 85620 1953. 

A Short History of Smith ills Hall andlts Families 1335-
1991 by Marie Mitchell, the Friends of Smithills 
Hall, clo Mr D.B. Mills, Hon. Publication Secre
tary, 19 Leighton Avenue, Bolton BLl 4EH. AS, 
2Opp, 12 illustrations, 1 plan, £0.60. 

Murder in the Heather by David Holding, the 
Friends of Smithills Hall, clo Mr D.B. Mills, Hon. 
Publication Secretary, 19 Leighton Avenue, Bolton 
BLl 4EH. A5, 56pp, 2 maps, £1.30. 

Barnsley Family History Society Index to 1851 Census. 
Volume 1: Silks tone edited by Ms GiIlian M. Walker, 
Bamsley Family History Society, clo Ms G.M. 
Walker, 35 Myrtle Street, Bamsley 575 2DG. 21cm, 
paperback, 28pp, 1 map, £1 .50. ISBN 0 9518685 0 O. 

Irish Cellar Dwellers - Salford, Stockport and Rochdale, 
1861-71 by Sandra Hay ton, University of Salford, 
Department of Politics and Contemporary History, 
Salford M5 4WT. 3Ocm, spiral, 58pp, 0.00. ISBN 1 
870365 364. 

St. Peter's Parish, Halliwell: Recollection by Godfrey 
Stott, The Friends of Smithills Hall, clo 19 Leighton 
Avenue, Heaton, Bolton, Lancashire BLl 4EH. 
15cm x 21cm, lOpp, 5 illustrations, £0.60. 

Memories from Derbyshire: Let's Jump the Broomstick 
edited by Mike Green, Stylus Publications. 22cm, 
paperback, illustrated, 0.50. ISBN 1 85620 245 3. 



Shops and Shopkeepers: Volume 11 by R.B. James, 
Whitchurch Area Archaeological Group, clo Mrs J. 
Barton, 1 5  Gorse Meadow, Higher heath, Whit
church, Shropshire SY13 2JF. Price unknown. 

This is the latest publication from the Whit
church Area Archaeological Group. So far the 
Group has published 12 titles. 

A Second Merseyside Maritime History edited by 
H.M. HigneU, Liverpoof Nautical Research S0-
ciety, Maritime Records Centre, Merseyside Ma
ritime Museum, Albert Dock, Liverpool L3 4AA. 
£5.60. ISBN 09513633. 

My Aunt Edith by Phoebe Hesketh, Lancashire 
Books: Camegie Publishing. 24cm, 192pp, 12 illus
trations, new edition, £13.95. ISBN 1 871236 12 6. 

Peak Forest Canal: WWeT Level - Towpath Guide by 
Olive Bowyer, New Mills Local History Society, 
The Thorns, Laneside Road, New Mills, Stockport 
SK12 4LU. 21cm, paperback, 51pp, 8 illustrations, 
10 maps, £2.25. ISBN 0 9515926 4 5. 

Duke of Lancaster's Own Yeomanry: A Short History 
Compiled from Regimental and Other Records by 
Fergus Read, Lancashire County Books: Carnegie 
Publishing. 23cm, paperback, SOpp, 20 illustration
s, maps, fA.95. ISBN 1 871236 1 1  8. 

Fragments That Remain: Looking Back at Belle Vue 
(Manchester) Zoological Garden by CH. Keeling, 
Gam Publications, 13 Poud Place, Shelford, Guild
ford GU4 8HH. 3Ocm, hardback, 76pp, 71 illustra
tions, £8.95. ISBN 0 9514690 7X. 

Manchester Rebels of the Fatal ' 45 by William Harri
son Ainsworth, Printwise Publications, 41 Willan 
Industrial Estate, Vere Street, Sa\ford M5 3GR. 

23cm, hardback, 384pp, new edition, £9.95. ISBN 1 
872226302. 

This is a work of fiction but Harrison Ainsworth 
was a well-known local writer of historical fiction. 

Walking Roman Roads in North-west England by 
Philip Graystone, Lancaster University, Centre for 
North-west Regional Studies: Camegie Publishing. 
24cm, paperback, 72pp, 45 illustrations, 18 maps, 
Centre for North-west Regional Studies Occasional 
Papers No.22, £4.95. ISBN 0 901800023. 

Four Cheshire Townships in the 18th Century: Arley, 
Appleton, Stockton Heath and Great Budworth by 
Charles F. Foster, Arley Hall Press, Northwich, 
CW9 6NB. 25cm, paperback, 88pp, 5 illustrations 
27 tables, 7 maps, £6.95. ISBN 09518382 02.  

Rope Dance by Maureen Nield, Cheshire Libraries, 
Arts and Archives Department. No other details at 
the moment. 

This book is about the brutal Cheshire axe mur
derof 1812. It was published in April 1992. 

Still Cluttering Up the Place: Jim Sellar's Story 
edited by Sheila Murray, Erlesdene Press, Erles
dene Garden Cottage, Green Walk, Bowdon, Al
trincham WA14 2SL. 21cm, paperback, iv, 124pp, 
21 illustrations, £6.50. ISBN 0 95191 12 0 1 .  

These ar e  the memoirs of a delightful man, born 
in Glasgow in 1898, who now lives in Hale. He was 
under age when he enlisted in 1915 during the First 
World, but the Army quickly realised his intel
ligence and pushed him into gunnery training. 
Three years later he was one of the youngest gun
nery sergeants serving in France. 

For most of his life Jim Sellars has been involved 
with making music, both with the Glasgow Or
pheus Choir and with the Halle Choir. He met his 
wife, Winifred, at a music summer school. 

Magazines 
Association of Local History Tutors Newsletter, Nos.23 by the reorganisation following on the Local Gov-
and 24, October 1991 and February 1992. Available emment Act 1992 (something overlooked in the 
from Jo-Ann Buck, Treasurer, Association of Local General Election, I think). 
History Tutors, 2A Alton Drive, Colchester, Essex Bowdon Sheaf No.18, Octoba- 1991, a Bowdon His-
C03 3ST. torySociety Publication. A5, 8pp, illustrated, £0.40. 

News and other items on the activities of local 
history tutors. Concern is especially expressed 
about the threat to archive services might be posed 
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Available from Mrs Revens, 8 Higher Downs, 
Bowdon, Altrincham, Cheshire. 

Articles include: 'Francis TUney Stonex, Vicar of 
Bowdon, 1919-20'; 'Bowdon in the 17th Century'; 



'An Archaeological Find in Bowdon in Queen 
Anne's Reign'; 'Dick Turpin's Local Albi' from a 
poem by Harrison Ainsworth; and 'The Evolution 
of a Settlement'. 

Bury Archives Service Newsletter. Aavilable from 
Bury Archives Service, The Former Electridty Of
fices, Edwin Street, Bury BL9 OAS. A4, 4pp, FREE 
for AS size sae. 

Cheshire Past. Available through local bookshop or 
from the Editor, Cheshire Past, Commerce House, 
Hunter Street, Chester CHI 2QP. £2.75 (plus £0.50 
P&P). Cheques payable to Cheshire County Coun
cil. 

This is a new annual review of Cheshire archae
ology. 

Chester Local History News, Summer, Autumn and 
Winter 1991 issues. A4, 4pp, FREE. Available from 
Chester City Record Office, Town Hall, Chester 
CHI 2HJ. 
Each issue contains information and news about 
the Chester area and Record Office activities as 
well. 

English Civil War Notes and Queries, No.43, publish
ed by Partizan Press, 26 Oiffsea Grove, Leigh-on
Sea, Essex SS9 1NQ. AS, 36pp, £:7.95 for 5 issues. 

Articles include: 'Terrible Obscure Battles of the 
Civil War: Battle at Corbridge, 19th day of Fe
bruary 1644'; 'The Lord Chancellor's Regiment 
1643-1647'; 'The Execution of Charles I: Part 4'; 
'The "Leaguer" of Lathom, 1644-45'; 'The Battle of 
Brentford 12th November 1 642'. 

Partizan Press are about to launch a new maga
zine, Renaissance Notes and Queries edited by the 
eminent Cheshire 17th century historian John Bar
ratt. It will cover the period 1450-1660, so there will 
be some overlap with ECWNQ, but Renaissance 
Notes and Queries will probably take a more Euro
pean view. Could be of interest to taking the OU's 
second level course on the Renalssence. 

The Eye of the Eagle No. 13, January 1992, published 
by Knowsley M.B.C., Leisure Services Department, 
Huyton Central Ubrary, Derby Road, Huyton, 
Merseyside L36 9UJ. AS, 34pp, FREE. 

Articles include: 'My First Doll'; 'The Changing 
Face of an Old Town: street names old and new in 
Prescot; 'Parish Registers and Registrations'; 'Brid-
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get Kildare makes her 200th appearance at the St. 
Helens Police Court'; 'The Potter's House'; 'WIlls
ton Hall'; and 'Starting a Merseyside Ancestor 
Hunt'. 

Friends of the Department of English Local History 
Newsletter, Leicester University, No.4, October 
1991 . Available from Or Anne Mitson, 61 Trowel! 
Road, Wollaton, Nottingham NG8 2EJ. A4, 32pp, 
£5.00 per year, including membership. Please 
make cheques payable to 'Friends of the Depart
ment of English Local History'. 

Gaslight, Nos. 7 and 8, October and December 1991, 
the newsletter of the North West Gas Historical S0-
ciety. A4, 4pp, price?? Available (with more de
taiis on the society) from Martin Lawrence, North 
West Gas Historical Society, British Gas plc, We1-
man House, Altrincham WA1S 8AE. 

News, items and articles on the history of the 
gas industry. Local History Magazine calls it an in
valuable source of information and having seen the 
publication, I would agree with that. 

Greater Manchester Courier, No. 30, January 1992, 
the newsletter of Greater Manchester Record Of
fice. A4, Spp, £1.75 per year for 5 issues. Available 
from Greater Manchester Record Office, 56 Mar
shall Street, New Cross, Manchester M4 SFU. 

Items include news on the Sl Catherine House 
Indexes, the 1891 census on microfiche, PeterIoo 
The Battle Continues and a ghost story. 

The Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, The 
Transactions of, No. 140, 199t: Annual subscription 
£12.00. 22cm, hardback, 262pp, S illustrations. 
Available from Miss J.E. Hollinshead, Hon. Mem
bership Secretary, Uverpool Institute of Higher 
Education, Stand Park Road, Liverpool L16 9JD. 

Articles include: 'Lancashire shipping in the 
18th century: the rise of a seafaring family'; 'Dux
bury in dedine: the fortunes of a landed estate, 
1759-1932'; 'The last of the Warrens: Sir George 
Warren, K.B. (1735-1801 ); 'The captains in the Brit
ish slave trade from 1785 to 1807; 'The interests 
and ethics of John Foster, Liverpool Dock Surveyor 
1799-1824'; 'A criminal profile of the Liverpool 
Irish'; 'Monasteries and settlement in Norman lan
cashire: unpublished charters of Roger the 
Poitevin'; 'Joseph Parry, artist dates and origins'. 



Manchester Region History Review Vol V (no. 2) 
Autumn/Winter 1991/2. Available from Manches
ter Region History Review, c/o Manchester Poly
technic, Ormond Building, Lower Ormond Street, 
Manchester MI5 6BX. 

Articles include 'Bolton and the Cinema'; 
'Lydia Becker: Pioneer Orator'; 'Manchester's Ger
man Gentlemen'; 'Archives of the Working Oass 
Movement, A National Collection in Manchester'; 
'Local Studies in Middleton'; ''To Investigate, In
struct and Inspire": The History and Development 
of Bury Museum'; 'Stockport Historical Society' 

The Ormskirk and District Family Historian, No.2, 
Autumn 1991. Available from the Ormskirk and 
District Family History Society, 85 Wigan Road, 
Westhead, Lathom, Lancashire LA0 6HY. 

Ronald Jane's article on 'Information is the Life
blood of Family History Research' will be re
printed in the next edition of Local History Maga
zine. 

Railway and Canal Historical Society, Journal of the, 
March 1992. AS, 48pp, subscription unknown. 
Available from R.J. Taylor, Membership Secretary, 
16 Priory Court, Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire HP4 
2DF. 

Articles include: 'Two Caladonian Branches'; 
'Gentlemen and Players on the Board of the Great 
Western Railway'; 'Opposition to Nationalisation: 
The Weaver Navigation'; 'The Criminal Navvy in 
the West Riding of Yorkshire'; 'The Forth-Oyde 
Canal: John Adair, Progenitor of Early Schemes'; 
'Railways and British Music'; and 'The Railway 
Acts of Parliament of 1892'. 

Saddleworth Historical Society Bulletin Vol 21 (no.2) 
Summer 1991. £8.00 annual subscription. Available 
from Elsie Broadbent, 30 Beechfield, . 
Grasscroft, Oldham OLA 4EL. 

It contains articles on World War 11 searchlight 
positions; Harrop in 17th and 18th centuries; the 
Wood family of Saddleworth. 

Social History Curators Group Journal, No. 18, 
1990 /91 . Available from Stuart Davies, Kirklees Li
braries, Red Doles Lane, Huddersfield HD2 1 YF. 
A4, S6pp, 1 issue a year, £10 per year. 

The theme of this issue is 'Labour History in 
M useums in the 1990s' and includes articles on 'La
bour History and Heritage'; 'The Merseyside Mu-
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seum of Labour History'; 'The Rise of the Fitte Kit
chen in Britain'; 'Hand it over - it's mine: Which in
stitutions should collect printed ephemera?' by the 
local historian, Chris Makepeace. 

Towpath Action Group Newsletter, No.13, Spring 
1992. Available from Andy Screen, The Editor, 23 
Hague Bar Road, New Mills, Stockport SK12 3A T. 
A4, 22pp, 4 issues a year, £3.00 per year (including 
membership of TAG). 

Strictly speaking this is not a history society. 
However, TAG does fight both for access to tow
paths and for the conservation of a large part of our 
industrial heritage. U you, like me live next to a 
towpath, or if you use towpaths for pleasure and 
walking to work or the shops, support TAG. 

This issue has its main theme the M66 Public In
quiry in January 1992 and its effects on all foot
paths and towpaths in particular between Denton 
and Heaton Park (part of north-eastern Greater 
Manchester). Other items included British Water
ways comments on TAG's Ashton Canal Towpath 
Report; 'The Nottingham Canal'; 'In-flight Meals' 
(a review of a towpathside pub in Marple); 'the 
Grand Union Canal -To Warwick (well not quite)'. 

The Wirral Journal, Spring 1992, Special 10th An
niversary issue, published and edited by Kenneth 
Burnley, 12 Leachway, Irby, Wirral, Cheshire L61 
4XJ. AS, 48pp, illustrated, published quarterly, 
£0.90 for a single copy, annual subscription £5.00 
(including postage and packing). 

Strictly speaking this is not a local history publi
cation, but it is a local community publication and 
as such it carries much with an historical/nostaglic 
interest. 

Articles of historical interest include: 'Life in 
Old Hoylake'; 'Through Bromborough's woods 
and glades'; 'Down Memory Lane: Wirral in days 
gone by'; 'Daffodils and Iris: Springtime thoughts 
on travelling across the Mersey in the 19205'; 'Nests 
and Eggs: the adventures of a bir�nesting boy in 
old Wirral'; 'Just an ordinary childhood: life in 
Higher Bebington 50 years old'; 'The Hockenhulls 
of Shotwick: an old family and one of Wirral's 
Deeside villages'; 'A literary centenary: celebrating 
the birth of Wirral Notes and Queries 100 years ago'; 
'An old mill on Hilbre: A look at the evidence for a 
windmill on Hilbre Island'; and 'A bit of wildgr. 
ness between Moreton and Upton: boyhood 
memories of Overchurch'. 

A word about the illustrations of this magazine. 



They consist of excellently produced photographs book publishing with local bookseller lain Corlett 
and very good line-drawings. under the name of Silver Birch Press. 

Kenneth Bumley has recently ventured into 

Local History Societies 
Frodsham Local History Group 
Meets at the Castle Park Arts Centre, Frod
sham at 7.45pm. 
18th May, My Life at Speke Hall. 
8th June, Joint meeting with the Friends of St 
Lawrence Church 

Chester Group, Family History Society 
Meets at Stanley Palace, Chester at 7.3Opm. 
28th May, Poor Law Records 
25th June, Members' evening 

North Western Society for Industrial Ar
chaeology and History 
The North Western Society for Industrial Ar
chaeology and History reported at a meeting 
of the Lancashire Local History Federation 
that one of the buildings at Speke AirpOrt, 
one of the oldest commercial hangars in Eng
land (it dates from the 1930s), may be under 
threat of demolition. 

The society also reported that a plaque 
will be unveiled in June at Haydock to com
memorate the people who died at the pit ex
plosion there in 1 878. 

Salford Local History Society 
This society is celebrating its 21st anniver
sary this year and hopes to mark this with 
the special publication of a book of reminis
cences in the autumn. 
October 1 7th, At Home, Salford Art Gallery 
and Museum. 

Historic Society of Lancashire and Che
shire 
Meets at the Audio-Visual Room, Ground 
Floor, Central Libraries, William Brown 
Street, Liverpool at 7.3Opm. Admission free. 
September 17th, "The Victorian Architecture 
of Chester' (Peter de Figueiredo) 
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October 15th, 'The Welsh in Toxteth, 1840-
1 990' (Or D. Ben Rees) 
November 19th, 'The foundation of the 
Liverpool Royal School for the Blind, 1780-
1810' (Michael Royden) 

Stockport Historical Society 
Meets at Tiviot Dale Methodist Church, Ti
viot Dale, Stockport on the third Friday of 
each at 7.45pm, September to May. 
For more details on the 1991 /1992 pro
gramme contact Morris Garratt, Honorary 
Secretary, 59 Malmesbury Road, Cheadle 
Hulme, Stockport, SK8 7QL. 
Subs: Under 18s £1 .50, Adults £3.50, Married 
Couples £5.00 
Visitors to meetings £0.50 per meetings 
(£0.25 for under-18s). 
Publications: Occasional books. 

Lancashire Local History Federation: 
Mrs E. Finch, 14 Hilary Avenue, Lowton, 
Warrington WA3 2ET. 
Subs: £6.00 per year. 
Publications: bi-annual Newsletter and Lan
cashire Historian. 

Aspull and Haigh Historical Society 
Meets at the Village Centre, Bolton Road, As
pull at 8.oopm. 
1 1th June, 'Lancashire Ghosts, Myths and 
Legends'. 
10th September, 'Views and History of 
Wigan Pier'. 
5th October, 'Windmills and Watermills'. 
12th November, 'More Lancashire Stories 
and Dialect' 
10th December, Christmas Party (7.30pm) 



Atherton Heritage Society 
Meets at Atherton Library at 7.30pm. 
8th June, 'Royal National Lifeboat Institute' 
10th August, The Fletcher Family' 
14th September, 'A Local Family' 
1 2th October, 'Pendle Story' 
9th November, 'Victorian Artefacts' 
14th December, Mulled Wine and Mince Pies 

Leigh and District Family History Society 
Meets at the Turnpike Centre's Derby Room 
on the third Tuesday of each month. Meet
ings are in the form of either a talk on a fam
ily history related topic or a workshop evein
ing when members discuss the various prob
lems in research family history. 

Astley Green Colliery 
Astley Green Colliery is host to a number of 
events this year. 
1 1  th-12th July, Wigan Hospice Steam Rally 
Sunday, 2nd August, Historic Commercial 

Vehicle Society Trans-Pennine Run from As
tIey Green Colliery to Harrogate Stray. En
trants start · ;  . arriving from 7.30 am on
wards and leave for Harrogate from 8.00 on
wards, the last one probably leaving at ap
prox. 9.00am. 
6th September, Village Fayre 

Wigan Pier 
27th-28th June, Steam Fair and Canal Boat 
Rally 
19th July, Vintage and Veteran Car Rally 

Manchester Heraldry Society 
Manchester Heraldry Society welcomes visi
tors from Altrincham History Society on the 
following society visits. If you would like to 
go along contact David Butterworth, Man
chester Heraldry Society, 8B Beatrice Road, 
Worsley, Manchester M28 4TN. 
20th June, Astley Hall, Chorley. 
18th July, Eccles Parish Church. 

Murder and Mystery in Derbyshire 
by Godfrey COX 

AS, paperback, 52pp, 15 illustrations, 1 map, £3.20 (P&p). 

ISBN 0 95 17782 0 X. 

Available from the publishers 

9{ptiliern CWriters .9lavisory Services, 
77 Marford Crescent, Sale, Cheshire M33 4DN. 

Revolutions, ghosts, plots and counterplots, and intrigues 
they are all here 
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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 

On behalf of Society members I would like to 
thank the Hon. Secretary, Mrs Bayliss, for ar
ranging a series of lectures covering a broad 
range of topics, for 1 992-93; also Mr Higgin
bottom, who has a number of visits in the pi-
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Don Bayliss 
peline; and Mrs Groves for another excellent 
edition of this Journal. 

H is good to hear of the foundation of new 
Society for Sale and Ashton-on-Mersey (see 
p.3 and p.23). This will increase interest in 



history in the Trafford area. We wish the S0-
ciety weJl and hope to see some of its mem
bers at our meetings. 

Our President, Mr Dore, was onc of four 
speakers (including Professor Ivan Roots) at 
a packed conference of two hundred people 
held by Cheshire Community Council on 7th 
November at Hartford, near Northwich, on 
the subject of the Civil War in the North 
West. The Hon. Secretary and I attended. 

The Altrincham in 1 841 study group is 
making steady progress and we would be 
glad of any information about the town at 
this period, which you may have. 

If anyone has any collection of items 
which would be of interest to other members 
such as railwayana, old photos, postcards or 
maps we would like to display these at our 
evening meetings. Please have a word with 
the Hon. Secretary. 

Altrincham History Society Events 1992-93 

and News 
� Meets at Altrlncham Library, 

Stamford New Road, Altrlncham 
at 7.30pm on Mondays. 
Subs: £3.00; visitors £1 .00 per meeting 
1 4th December, Oddities, Christmas buf
fet and quiz 
25th January, 1 993, Cheshire Parish Do
cuments 
1 5th February, 1 993, Industrial Archaeo
logy of the North West 
22nd March, 1 993, The Victorian Studio 
Photographer 
26th April, 1 993, Edward I and Eleanor 
1 7th May, 1 993, The Massey Homeland 
in Normandy 

� Altrincham H istory Society 
Journal No.S 
From 1 993 onwards Altrincham History 
Society Journal will be publ ished in 
March and September. So the next Jour
nal (No.5) wil l  be published in M arch 
1 993. Please send your  articles, news 
items and program me of events for other 
local societies as soon as possible to the 
Editor: Mrs Ji l l  Groves, 77 Marford Cres
cent, Sale, Cheshire M33 4DN (tel. 969 
1 573). Dead l ine for the next Altrin
cham History Socisty Journal is Fe
bruary 1 st. Remember, Altrincham His
tory Society Journal is your magazine, 
please write for it. 

Altrincham History Society Visits 1 992 
Members of the Society made two successful 
visits during the summer. 

On 5th May we went to the Moravian Set
tlement in Droylsden. After an introductory 
talk, we were taken on a tour of the places of 
interest in this quiet eighteenth century 
oasis. 

On 1 2th September we paid a rewarding 
visit to the Wirral. Our first stop was Port 
Sunlight, where the Official Guide told the 
story of the founding of the village

' 
and fac-
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Report by Ron Higginbottom 
tory by the first Lord Leverhulme duriI:\g a 
detailed tour of the village. 

Our second stop was at Birkenhead 
Priory, which was of special interest to the 
members because of its Massey connections. 
It was surprising to find a twelfth century 
monastery in the shadow of the massive 
cranes of Cammel Laird's shipyard . 

Following this, we came more up to date 
with a visit to The Giant Grasshopper', a 
huge nineteenth century beam engine used 



to drain the Mersey Railway Tunnel. 
By the way, we ma naged to find time to 

cat and lalcr 10 havc lea al Wood side! 
Our last stop was at the village of sho

twick (on the former coastline), close to some 
of the Massey manors in that area, such as 
Puddington, Bidston, Morton and others. 

Don Bayliss, our Chairman, was kind 
enough to givc us iI short,. informa t ive lec

t ure about thc Massey coll l lcction with lhc 
Wirral in the Middle Ages. 

(Sce 'A Royal Coat of A rms at shotwick' 
for more information about Shot wick 
Church.) 

HISTORY NEWS 
� New Local History Society 

As many of you will probably now know, 
Sale and Ashton-on-Mersey Local H is
tory Society had its nascent meeting on 
7th September at Ashfield House, Ash
field Road, Sale, at 7.30pm. The talk was 
on 'Sale and Its Beginnings' and was 
given by Alan Morrison. 

There are some who will wonder if 
Sale Local History Society, sandwiched 
as it is geographically very closely by AI
trincham H istory Society in the south and 
Stretford Local History Society in the 
north, will be able to attract enough mem
bers. I (the editor) think it wil l ,  and I hope 
that, like myself, members of the other 
societies will join it as well as continuing 
to be members of their original societies. 
There will also be some who wil l  say 
'what history has Sale?'. The answer to 
this is a long and fascinating one, begin
ning with the Romans who marched 
along Washway Road between Chester 
and Manchester. 

I wish Sale and Ashton LHS a long 
and happy career. I believe that there 
m ust be a n umber of people living in Sale 
and' Ashton-on-M ersey who, like myself, 
have been waiting for this local h istory 
society for a long time. 

Details of Sale and Ashton LHS meet
ings can be found in the Loca l History 
News Section. 
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� Sale 'Old Hall Dovecote - M63 
Junction 8 saved 
The Department of Transport has bowed 
to public pressure and decided against 
demolishing Junction 8. This is very good 
news for the people of Sale, Sale Moor 
and Northern Moor, but, u nfortunately, 
this leaves the old Sale Hall Victorian do
vecote stuck on the roundabout, looking 
unloved and vandalised. The editor of 
this newsletter feels that the dovecote 
ought to be restored, and moved to a bet
ter site where it can be seen by every
one, more easily cared for and protected 
from vandals. I think that the site chosen 
ought to be somewhere near Sale Moor 
centre. 

c:1> STAG Needs Help 
STAG (South Trafford Archaeological 
Group) needs more volunteers. For the 
last three years and more STAG has 
been excavating the site of the moat of 
the possible original Timperley Old Hall 
and they would like some more help to 
complete the dig. 

At the moment remains have been 
found dating as far back the early 1 300s 
when a certain Sir Hamon de Massey 
(not to be confused with his distant 
cousin at Dun ham Massey - this Hamon 
de Massey appears to have been a son 
of Richard de Massey of Tatton, Justiciar 
of Chester at the end of the thirteenth 
century). 



If you would like to help phone 061 
973 771 0. [Source: The Sale and Altrin
cham Messenger and Paul Booth's ar· 
ticle in Cheshire History.] 

c:;. What Roman Soldiers Wore 
Thanks to a three-year research project 
undertaken by UM IST in Manchester, 
with funding from the Leverhulme Trust, 
we should be able to tell what Roman 
soldiers serving on Hadrian's Wall at Vin
dolandia wore. 

The project will study textiles exca
vated from Vindolandia by the Vindolan
dia Trust since 1 973, using newly de
veloped research techniques on fabric 
wear analysis and crease mapping, etc. 
[Source: Umist Times] 

c:;. British Gas Archives 
Gasligh� the newsletter of the North 
West Gas Historical Society, says that a 
rough sorting has been made of the C lay
ton archives, along with a number of ap
plicances, i ncluding three gas engines, . 
which are being refurbished. The 
archives have provided research for Brit
ish Gas in connection with environmental 
audits of old gaswQrks sites. Visitors to 
the archives this last year have included 
the Mayor of Budapest and the manager 
of Budapest Gas. 

If you would l ike access to the 
archives phone (on a Tuesday only) 061 -
928 631 1  ext. 671 93 or write. to The Ho
ward Greenfield Archives, British Gas 
plc, Common Lane, Partington, Man
chester M31 4BR. Incidentally Altrincham 
H istory Society had an interesting visit to 
the archives two · years a�o. [Source: 
Gasligh� the newsletter of the North 
West Gas H istorical Society] 

c:;. Help Wanted 
The Illuminating, Heating and Power Gas 
Co. 
I nformation wanted on the above com-
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pany by David Pilcher, 6 Lantern View, 
New M ills, Stockport SK 1 2  3EE.  

IfiVtJl Mll/:;OY IlI Jpl ()VullJonts 
For the last few months my h usband and 
I have been walking our dog down by the 
River Mersey from Jackson's Boat to 
Sale Water Park and we have been dis
cussing when the improvements to the 
River Mersey first took place. It is ob
vious that at several periods the channel 
of the river was deepened and the banks 
i mproved to prevent flooding. But old 
maps show that along the river, there 
were water meadows, north and south. 
What effect did the improvements have 
on them and thus on farming and other 
activities near the Mersey? 

We have also found signs of a water 
channel l ined with expensive, water
proof ironstone bricks and concrete and 
the remains of sluice gates leading from 
(or to the river bank) on the Chorlton Ees 
side of the Mersey. We have been told 
that there used to be an ironworks on the 
site. Does anyone have information on 
this or on the River Mersey improve
m ents? If so, please contact the Ed itor of 
this journal. 

c:;. Video of a Vil lage and Its Past 
Following on from the success of an eX
cellent book of h istoric photographs, Hale 
and Ashley, The Last 1 00 Years, a video 
company, I BC, based in Altrincham are, 
with the help of cine film and old photo
graphs loaned by local people, compil ing 
a ninety-minute video of Hale's h istory 
from before the First World. War. They 
are also hoping to track down people 
who remember events from the First 
World War and to find film of events like 
the coronation celebrations of 1 91 1 ,  
1 936, 1 938 and 1 953. 

There is no indication at the moment 
when the video will be available for the 
public to buy, or how m uch it wil l  cost. 



cs. Lychgate Appeal 
st. Martin's, the ancient parish chu rch of 
Ashton-on-Mersey, Cheshire, is appeal
i ng for money to help save its crumbling 
eighteenth century Iychgate. The Iych
gate is bui lt of a red Cheshire sandstone 
base with a half timbered, slate-roofed 
structure on top. £1 5,000 is needed to re
pair the Iychgate and St. Mart in's began 
its drive to raise that money with a gift 
day on 24th October in Green Lane pre
cinct. [Source: Sale and Altrincham Ex
press Advertise� 

cs. Streethead Cottages, Bowdon, 
Cheshire 
P lans to extend the two historic cottages 

at Slreethead, Dun ham Road, Bowdon 
near Altrincham into either a terrace of 
three or two with a detached house have 
run into controversy. Neighbours say that 
either plan would spoil the character of 
the cottages. Greater Manchester Ar
chaeological Unit says that a dig should 
take place on the site before any building 
work begins. Altrincham and Bowdon 
C ivic Society prefers !he proposal to ex
tend the terrace. As a result of the con
troversy, Trafford Borough Planning De
partment has decided to postpone its de
cisions on the two plans. [Source: Sale 
and Altrincham Messenge� 

AL TRINCHAM IN THE SURVEY AND 
RENT AL OF THE MANOR OF DUNHAM 

MASSEY AD1348-49: PART 11 
Part I of this study (see Altrillcltam History So
ciety Journal, June 1992, No.3) concerned the 
free population of Altrincham borough, the 
burgesses. The borough extended only from 
the George and Dragon area to what is now 
Regent Road. The only freemen in Altrin
cham mentioned in the survey and rental 
were the burgage-owners or burgesses and 
because the borough charter only mentions 
b.urgesses one tends to think the whole 
population consisted of burgesses. But it was 
pointed out in Part I there were possibly a 
few other lower status people living within 
the borough such as servants and labourers. 
In addition, there might have been other 
non-burgess freemen, people with their own 
rights or personal charters, such as one or 
two farmers, though the document in John 
Rylands Library does not give any evidence 
of them. There might also have been a few 
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Don 8ay/iss 
independent farmers living in AItrincham 
township, the rural area outside the small 
borough, possessing their lands by personal 
charter. 

In the document there is evidence that 
there was certainly one class of non-free 
people living among or near the burgesses in 
the borough. The list of  those holding bur
gages is followed by a list of unfree tenants 
stated to be also of the borough. These are 
listed as 'tenants-at-will' and details are 
given of their lands and rents. These people 
held their land at the will of the lord and 
were really peasants. They were possibly 
successors to the original villeins or serfs 
who occupied Altrincham at the time it be
came a borough half a century before, in 
1290, and who, for some reason, had not 
been translated upwards into the privileged 
class of new burgesses. By 1 348 there is no 



evidence of any truly servile class below the 
level of tenant-at-will. In practice, the tenants 
would have to carry out some work for t ill' 
lord on his  lands and other tasks fill' t i ll' 
benefit of his household and perhaps t he 
community but they also had to pay rent. 
However, the rental does contain some seeds 
of social inconsistencies, and some tenants
at-will had an interesting dual economic and 
social status. It may be some tenants were 
able to pay more rent in lieu of services, as 
will be shown. The document carries little in
formation about any actual services but it is 
unlikely all service for the lord had been 
wholly commuted to money. 

Naturally the tenants-at-will are not re
corded as possessing burgages (plots of land 
in the borough, one of the privilege of the 
burgesses), but they were farmers possessing 
arable, meadow and pasture lands. Seven
teen tenants are named (of these, two shared 
one acre and three other names are men
tioned as previously holding land). The first 
entry in the tenants-at-will rental for the bo
rough reads: 

"Robert Drake holds illi acres; rent per ann. 
... vs iiid [about 27p today) for all [services 
and dues)." 

As in the case of the burgesses' holdings it 
can be assumed the acres referred to were 
Cheshire-size arable lands, probably acre 
strips (100nts'), of 2.1 statute acre size or 
close to this. 

(In the account which follows, and on the 
advice of John Hodgson of John Rylands Li
brary, the names of tenants are presented for 
interest with the spelling as they appear in 
the text and have not been 'modernised' as 
was the case with several of the names of 
burgesses in Part I of this paper j 

The tenants' names and the lands they 
held (summarised) were as follows: 

Robert Drake: iiii acres 
Thomas Baudon: iiii acres, xv perches of land 
William le White junior: i pennyworth of 
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land 
Adam Tailleur: ii acres, i rod of land, i acre of 
pastll!\.-
Thlll l l . IS 1 I.I \ l ,·'-: i i i i  .... n·s .1".1 .1 h.I \ l 1 1 1  1.1 1 1.1 ;  i 
fa rill, i acn'; ii rods of pasture now i ll t he 
hands of the lord; iii acres, lately held by Ele
nor Criour [nowl in the hands of the lord; i 
rod latcly hcld by Margcry Cosyn [nowl in 
the hands of the lord; i messuage with oven 
lately in tenure of Roger Pycard [now) in the 
hands of the lord . 
Richard le Tailleur: ii acres bf land in the 
Heath 
Agnes le Mascy: iii and a half acres of land; ii 
and a half acres of meadow 
John Duncalf: i acre of land 
John Baxter and Hamo de Altrincham: i 
messuage, i acre of land and have to perform 
[services and dues the same as) Hugh Criour 
of Dun ham 
William Somour, native of ?Saguine: a cer
tain parcel of land 
Hamo son of Adam de Altrincham: vii acres, 
i rod, xx perches of land 
Elena le Criour: i acre, i rod of land 
Richard Massey (chaplain): i acre in Altrin
cham Moss 
Henry dil More: half an acre of land 
Symon del Claye: i acre of land 
John le Baxter: i acre of land 
Richard de Chorleton :  i parcel of land in 
?Fineten 

Land use 
The prevalence of arable land is clear, with 
minimal meadow and pasture recorded. The 
tenants-at-will in total held about 50 acres of 
arable compared with the burgesses' ap
proximate 1 1 3  acres, so their contribution to 
the borough's economy was not negligible. 
The extent of the lord's lands which would 
intermingle, in part if not in whole, is not in
dicated. Of the probable 630 acres of the 
township, at least one quarter, and with the 
lord's land poSSibly one third or more, ap
pears to have been arable. With the animal 



emphasis on pig-rearing in Altrincham (sce 
Part 1) there is no recorded evidence that 
pasture and meadow for cattle were more 
than nominal in acreage. Possibly the lord 
had a large vaccary (cattle) or horse range 
but there is no record of this (which would 
have required pasture and meadow), though 
one could imagine a need, bearing in mind 
the military profession of the Masseys. Much 
of the rest of the township (about, say, 400 
acres) must have been woodland, heath, and 
moss. Most of this would have been common 
rough grazing mainly for pigs and also some 
locally-owned cattle. 

The average amount of land held by a ten
ant-at-wilJ was about 3 acres, but this varied 
from under 1 acre to Thomas Baxter's 9. The 
latter possessed an oven (baxter - baker), no 
doubt the lord's oven. It was there that 
everyone had to bake their bread, for which 
they paid Vlsth of the grist to the lord (and 
no doubt some toll to Thomas). Thomas was 
apparently an important man as a baker and 
a holder of several lands. 

The names 
Baxter has been mentioned already. Thomas 
and Robert Baudon were no doubt from or 
living in Bowdon. Richard Tailleur's trade is 
obvious. Relatives of the Masseys occur. 
Duncalf is a name which crops up many 
times in Altrincham's history. Hamo and 
Ado took their name from Altrincham, and 
Richard from Chorlton; del Claye and del 
More may relate to local geographical fea
tures. 

The people 
There is a strong probability that some in
habitants had a dual economic status. 
Whether they also assumed a dual social 
status is a very interesting point. This is re-
vealed by comparison of the list of names of 
tenants-at-will with that of the burgesses de-
scribed in Part 1. This reveals the fact that 
eleven similar names can be found both in 
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the list of burgesses and that of the tenants
at-will and here it is assumed they were the 
same fX->()ple. 

Thomas de Baudon 
Robert de Baudon 
Richard le Tailleur 
Agnes le Masey 
Hamo le Mascy 
William Somour 
Elenor Criour 
Richard Mascy (chaplain) 
Henry dil More 
Symon del Claye 
Richard de Chorleton 

The extraordinary situation seems to be 
that eleven 'peasants' were at the same time 
privileged 'free burgesses'. Expressed an
other way; of forty-five burgesses, eleven 
were also listed as peasants, including the 
chaplain! There were only nine who were 
solely peasants. 

There may be several reasons for this. It 
may be that the forebears of some of the 
burgesses had been villeins in 1 290 and that 
these people continued to work their 
antecedents' peasant holdings whilst 
acquiring burgess status. Another possibility 
is that of greed; that in order to possess large 
amounts of land to farm, many freemen 
were willing to be traders and officials on the 
one hand and adopt peasant status and carry 
out lord's work on the other - even, 
surprisingly, the chaplain. The fact that part 
of the burgesses' burgage tenure was that 
they possessed acres 'in the fields' as well as 
burgage property from which to trade meant 
that burgesses were equally farmers as well 
as traders and would be used to farming, 
whether the land was their own or as 
tenants-at-will of the lord's land. The 
difference in social status is interesting and it 
may be that for burgesses who could afford 
it · 'peasant' services may have been 
commuted to further rents, perhaps on a 
personal basis, though it has to be admitted 



the rental does not state this. 
There were interesting contemporary fac

tors which probably had an CffL'Ct on land 
use and distribution, social status and sud
den acquisition of wealth to acquire 
property. 

One factor was the Black Death of 1 348 
which meant many lands which were once 
in other hands were available when the ten
ants died and were taken on by anyone the 
lord could find to work them, even to the ex
tent that former peasants' lands had to be 
worked by burgesses. The economic 
necessity for this is understandable, the so
cial implications are extremely interesting, 
but unfortunately unknown. 

Other factors i, the fragmentary disposal 
of the moiety of the Massey estates by Hamo 
the bastard son of Hamo VI following his 
stepfather's death, said to be in 1342; ii, the 
results of the military commitment in Gas-

cony; the victory at ewcy in 1346 in northern 
France and the peace of 1347 which may 
have Il,1 to tl1l' rl'turn of some sold i,'rs with 
money to spend; aHernativcIy lands of dead 
soldiers would be available to the rest of the 
population. Such were the complications in 
Altrincham affairs in 1 348-49. The evaluation 
of these must wait until another occasion. 

Notes 
Though the article may give an impression that 
only onc document is concerned, in fact there are 
two, in quite different hands, dose copies of the 
same material but differing slightly in content. 
These are Rylands' references: Acc.9/78 Box 56, 
Items 8 and 10. 

I acknowledge kUld assistance in translation by 
Professor J.H. Den ton, Or A.R Rumble alld J. 
Hodgson, MA, M.Ar.Ad. (Rylands) of Manches
ter Universi ty, and useful comments from Mrs. J. 
Groves. 

26TH NOVEMBER, 1813 - GENERAL 
REJOICING IN AL TRINCHAM 

From time to time, we are reminded that 
local events can and do reflect national and 
even international happenings. 

The following extract appears in the 
hand-written minutes of the recently re
bound book of Town's Meetings, dated 26th 
November 1813: 

"26th November, I S l 3 .  
At a Publick Town's Meeting held this day at  
the Courthouse in Altrincham publickly 
called by the bellman as usual. 

Present: Mr Hugo Worthington (in the Olair), 
Mr. John Worthington, 

Mr. Nicholls. 
Mr. Derbyshire. 

Mr. Burgess. 
Mr. Ashcroft, 

The Revd. Oswald Leicester, 
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Ron HigginboHom 
Mr. Bell, 

Mr. Pliston (?). 

General rejoicing should take place in conse
quence of the recent glorious news and the present 
state of public affairs. and at the adjournment of 
this meeting it be considered what mode shall be 
adopted for that purpose, so as to give the most 
general joy and satisfaction. 

Resolved that this meeting be adjourned to the 
Courthouse on Tuesday next at 10 o'clock in the 
morning. 
Signed by order of the meeting, 

Hugo Worthington. 
Chairman." 

This was followed by another entry for 
the 30th November, 1813, when seventeen 
people attended. The minutes read: 



"A subscrip
tion be op
ened for a 
bon-fire and 
fireworks, on 
the evening of 
Monday next, 
in the Bowl
ing Green 
field; and that 
Mr. Race, · Mr. 
Collier, Mr. 
Reddish, and 
Mr. Barratt be 
requested to 
undertake the 
management 
of them, with 
the assistance 
of the con
stables; and Battle of Leipzig 16th-19th October, 1813 (based on a painting in the 
that the bon- Prussian Picture Archive). 
fire be lighted 
at five o'clock 
in the evening and be extinguished at ten 
o'clock, and that the fireworks begin at seven 
o'clock. 

That a public dinner be held at the Bowling 
Green Inn, on Monday next, at two o'clock, for 
which tickets shall be taken at 12s. each on or be
fore Saturday next, and that Mr. Race, Mr. Collier, 
Mr. Reddish and Mr. Barratt be requested to 
undertake the management of the dinner 

That a subscription be now opened for the pur
poses aforesaid (exclusive of the dinner), and be 
paid to Mr. Barratt, with whom the paper shall be 
left for further subscriptions. 

That the Rev. Oswald Leicester be requested to 
take the chair at the dinner. 
Signed by order of the meeting, 

Os. Leicester [Chairman)" 

Why had the celebrations been proposed? 
What was the 'recent glorious news' men
tioned in the minutes of 26th November, 
1813? 

We need to remember the events of the 
long conflict between Britain and France that 
began in 1793 and lasted until 1815. 

In that war Britain proved to be supreme 
at sea. Names such as Nelson and Trafalgar 
are still thought of with pride. The opposite 
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was the case on land where the French ap
peared to be unbeatable. 

Napoleon Bonaparte, an artillery expert, 
emerged as one of the greatest military com
manders of all time. He promoted men on 
merit (merit was an important consideration 
in the British Navy too), building up a corps 
of brilliant marshals to gain victory after vic
tory. It seemed that no country could with
stand him at that time. 

Britain formed and reformed coalitions 
with her continental allies. When they were 
defeated, she encouraged (and financed 
them), to make further efforts to beat the 
common foe. She even fought alone when 
that was necessary. 

There was a short respite between 1802-
03, after which the French mustered an army 
of 100,000 men ready to cross the Channel 
and invade England. However, Britain's 
command of the sea made this enterprise too 
hazardous and consequently, Napoleon 
marched the 'Grande Armee' eastwards, de
feating Austria at the famous battles of Ulm 
and Austerlitz. The following year Prussia 
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was crushed by the French army at Jena and 
Auerstadt. 

Napoleon's first serious mistake was the 
invasion of Russia in 1812. Out of an esti
mated SOO,OOO troops, only a fraction sur
vived at the end of the campaign. "General 
Winter" was on Russia's side. 

In spite of this disaster, by 1813 Bonaparte 
had raised more men and once again de
feated the Prussian and the Austrians. 

Then, at long last, near Leipzig, 104 miles 
south of Berlin, there was a welcome change 
of fortune. It was here that Britain's allies -
Russia, Austria and Prussia - secured a de
cisive victory over the French, thanks to a 
simple but effective plan devised by Prince 
Schwartzenburg, the Allied Commander-in
Chief. This resounding success became 
known as "The Battle of the Nations" and 
took place between the 16th and 19th of Oc
tober, 1813. 

Moreover, after many brilliant victories in 

the Iberian Peninsula, the Duke of Welling
ton was poised to attack South-west France, 
where he was to help complete the over
throw of Napoleon, who was then exiled to 
the island of Elba. 

The news of the great victories that had 
been so long awaited, caused much excite
ment and relief throughout Britain and gave 
rise to "the general rejoicing" mentioned in 
our Town's Meeting Minute Book. 

The people of Altrincham could not have 
known, as they celebrated in November 1813 
that Bonaparte would escape, regain com
mand of his army before fully and finally 
getting his comeuppance at the Battle of 
Waterloo, in 1815. 

Sources 
Altrincham's Town's Minute Book. 
A. Ingham, A History of Altrinchilm alld Bowdon. 
M. Glover, Warfare in the Age of Bonaparte 

EXTRACTS OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
AL TRINCHAM AND DISTRICT NATURAL 

HISTORY AND LITERARY SOCIETY 
Chris Hill 

[From a bound copy of the 21st Birthday Souvenir, 1 908-1 929, produced 14th January 
1 929.] 

The aims of the Society as explained by the 
first Chairman, John Hilkirk of Broadheath, 
was essentially social in its nature, bringing 
together all persons interested in the stud y of 
Nature, whether Duke or labourer. "For Na
ture and her Creator know no distinction of 
classes and anyone who loves �her takes no 
heed of classes either, for thorough under
standing means happiness and surely happi
ness is the aim of everyone." He also thought 
that a deeper understanding of the lower or
ders of God's creatures would thereby in
crease our respect for animals and lead to a 
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better appreciation of Nature. 

1908 On January 14th at 7.30p.m. eighteen 
ladies and gentlemen met, with Mr. Hilkirk 
in the Chair, when it was resolved "That a 
Society be formed, to be called the Altrin
cham and District Natural History Society". 

On February 20th a second meeting was 
held when it was reported · that the Altrin
cham Education Sub-Committee had 
granted the Society the free use of a room in 
the Technical Schools in George Street for 
meetings and lectures. 



Thence forward meetings were held fort
nightly, rules were adopted, subscriptions 
fixed, rambles and lectures arrang(xL 

The Committee consisted of:-

First President 
First Treasurer 
First Secretary 
Together with Messrs 

and 

Mr. John Hilkirk 
Mr J.G. Barber 
Mr. W. Plant 
J.G. Kitchen 
A.K. Lawson 
W.G. Languish 
J .E. Morgn n 

The Objects of the Society were: 

The promotion of knowledge of all natural 
objects. 

To encourage the observation of, and the 
making of accurate records of, all natural 
phenomena. 

To influence and encourage the preserva
tion and protection of all wild life, wild 
plants, and interesting antiquities. 

The Rules of the Society were:-

1 .  That this Society be called The Altrincham 
and District Natural History Society. 

2. That the affairs of the Society be managed 
by a President, two Vice-Presidents, Secre
tary, Treasurer, and Committee of five 
members, to be elected at the Annual 
Meeting in January of each year; the of
ficers of the Society to be ex"fficio mem
bers of the Committee. All officers to be 
honorary. 

3. Should any vacancy occur in the Commit
tee or officers it shall be filled at the next 
ordinary meeting of the Society. 

4. That candidates for membership be nomi
nated by two members and elected at the 
following meeting. 

5. That the subscription for ordinary mem
bers be one shilling per annum paid in ad
vance, and for honorary members five 
shillings. 

6. That those members whose subscriptions 
are in arrears for two years shall be con
sidered to have withdrawn from the So-
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ciety, but the Society shall have power to 
retain upon its books the name of any 
member. 

7. That membership cards be provided at a 
small charge to members for production 
when required and to enable members to 
make use of any privileges which may be 
obtained by the Society. 

8. That members be at liberty to invite any 
friends to lectures, meetings, and rambles 
of the Society. 

9. That no add i t ion ur alteration shall be 
made to the rules without the consent of 
two-thirds of the members present at an 
ordinary meeting, notice of any such alter
ation or addition to be given to the Secre
tary at least one month before being con
sidered by the Society. 

The Society became affiliated to the British 
Empire Naturalist's Association (B.E.N.A.). 

Full reports of the meetings and rambles 
were published in the A Itrill cll" m and Bowdon 
Cl/nrC/iall. The Society undertook to exhibit 
specimens of wild flowers in the local Mu
seum in season. The first ramble took place 
on 4th April to Castle Mill. The first lecture 
was given by Mr J .G.B. Barker on 8th Oc
tober entitkxl 'Entomology'. 

There was a membership of thirty-four in 
this first year, 1 908, and they were, in al
phabetical order:-

Barber, j .G.B., Mr and 
Mrs with daughters 
Barber, F., Miss 
Barber, A., Miss 
Ba tty, S.A., Mr 
Beckett, F., Miss 
Boume, R., Mr 
Calderbank, A., Mr & 
Mrs 
Child, J ., Mr 
Clarke, F., Mr 
Davies, j ., Mr 
Fa rrar, T., Mr 
Graham, W., Mr 
Hay, A., Mrs 

Hilkirk, J., M r  
jackson, A . ,  M r  
Jolmson, T., Mr 
Langrish, G.W., Mr 
Lawson, A.K., Mr 
Lawson, j.K., Mr 
Kitchen, J.G., Mr 
Morga n, J.F., Mr 
Napier, G.H., Mr 
Norc1iffe, c., Miss 
Old field, O.A., Mr 
Plant, W., Mr 
Priestner, A., Mr 
Sand bach, M.B., Miss 
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Spilsbury, W.S., Mr 
Thorpe, J., Mr 
Webb, J.H., Mr 

Wren, H., Mr 
Yates, H.M., Mr 

The First Annual General Meeting was 
held on 4th January and the first Public Ex
hibition of Natural History specimens was 
held on 28th January. This was visited by 
several members of the local council who 
were so pleased with the display that they 
requested the Society to keep the Exhibition 
open for three days. Handbills were printed 
for public d istribution and a large attcnd
ance recorded. Nineteen members exhibited . 

Two Vice-Presidents, Messrs. J.G.B. Bar
ber and T.A. Coward, M.5c., F.Z.5., were 
added to the list of officers. 

No less than eighteen rambles were sche
duled and ten lectures given. A bee demon
stration at the residence of Mr Thomas 
Johnson was given on 17th June and was at
tended by over thirty members, unprotected 
by veils. Nobody was stung. 

1910 
The Annual Meeting held on 13th January' 
was the first to be combined with a Con versa
zione, and was held at the British Workman 
Coffee Tavern, Altrincham. The number of 
Vice-Presidents was increased by the elec
tion of Mr J. Macnamara. Mr W.S. Spilsbury 
was elected as an additional member of the 
committee and Mr A.K. Lawson was elected 
to act as Joint Honorary Secretary with Mr 
W. Plant. An annual picnic was initiated, the 
first being to Delamere Forest on 25th June. 

1911 
Lady members first took part in the winter 
syllabus, short papers being read by Mrs 
J.G.B. Barber and Miss J.H. Young. Mr J. But
ler was elected a Vice-President. The Annual 
Exhibition, held on 28th January, was ar
ranged to illustrate the Darwinian theory of 
evolution and attracted much attention. 

1912 
On the suggestion of Mr J. Macnamara, it 
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was agreed in future to hold the Annual 
Meeting at the end of the Winter Session in
stcad of )illlllilry. Mr W. Plant rdinquishL'<i 
his sccrctariill duties and Mr A.K. Lawson 
became Honorary Secretary. 

On 27th June, Mr F. Clarke gave an inter
esting demonstration of bee driving, etc., in 
the grounds of Mr J. Macnamara, The Her
mitage, Hale where tea was provided on the 
lawn, followed by folk dances performed by 
local ch ildren . 

1913 
It was agreed that as and when funds per
mitted the Society should engage paid lec
turers, outside the ranks of its members, in 
order to obtain a more varied programme. 

Monthly ad vices of rambles and meetings, 
and an annual advice of subscriptions due 
were agreed upon. Subscriptions to be pre
paid. Mr CM. Cadd was appointed assistant 
Honorary Secretary. 

This year, with the exception of war time, 
was the leanest experienced in the Society's 
history. 

1914 
The first President, Mr J.  Hilkirk, retired 
from that office owing to ill-health, and Mr 
John Macnamara was elected second Presi
dent. 

The Society passed and forwarded resolu
tions to Major Hamilton, M.P., asking sup
port for the Bill for the Suppression of the 
Decrepit Horse Traffic, and the Importation 
of Plumage Bill. A reply promising support 
was received . 

The name of the Society was altered to in
clude Literary subjects on the suggestion of 
the President and from 11th March, 1914, the 
Society has been known as 'The Altrincham 
and District Natural History and Literary &>
ciety'. 

All rambles following the annual picnic to 
Chester on 18th July, were cancelled owing 
to the outbreak of the First World War in Eu
rope. 



A winter syllabus was arranged and those 
members not called to the colours, together 
with those employed on Work of National 
Importance, kept the Society alive. 

The society continues to flourish since it used 
to meet in the old library buildings, which 
also housed its collection of glass cases con
taining stuffed animals and birds, fossils and 
geological specimens, coins, medals and 
stamps. At the same time it had its own li
brary. During the war years [Second World 
War] there was a lull in the society'S acti
vities and their collections seem to have been 
dispersed and then lost. The society resumed 
its meetings in the library after the war and 
about 1951 reverted to its original name, 
dropping its literary interests. Older mem
bers of AHS will remember the Natural His-

tory Society display of wild flowers on the 
wide windowsill on the library staircase, 
where specimens could be left for identifica
tion in the varied collection of containers. 
This attractive and interesting display 
heightened the public's awareness of flowers 
in season, but it has been discontinued, 
partly because of the new countryside laws 
restricting the picking of wild flowers. This 
has resulted in the loss of a valuable service. 
The society has met in the A.S.E. club on 
High Mount and at the nearby 'Fernlea', but 
its present venue is the Hale Road Methodist 
Church. 

Acknowledgements 
M Y thanks to Ve.ra Hogarth for additional informa
tion. 

A ROYAL COAT OF ARMS AT SHOTWICK 

Shot wick Church, or the 'church at the ford' 
as it was sometimes known, was a very 
ancient foundation. The village lies near 
Queensferry and was mentioned in Domes
day Book as Soto-wiche. The church be
longed to the secular canons of St Wer
burgh's, Chester. Its religious importance 
was enhanced by its position on the English 
side of a ford across the Dee to Flint in 
Wales. The ford was used by, amongst 
others, Henry III and his army in 1 245 and 
by Edward I in 1 278 and 1 284 when invad
ing Wales. Shotwick in the later middle ages 
was also the port of Chester and was used as 
a place of embarkation for armies to France 
and Ireland. The stones in the porch have 
grooves in them where archers sharpened 
their arrowheads before leaving on their 
military involvements. Shotwick lay on the 
'Saltesway', a salt trading route from Nan
twich, Middlewich, Northwich and Chester 
to Puddington, Neston and the Wirral. Salt 
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H.E. Heaton 
was also sent to Wales from Shotwick. 

The church contains many items of inter
est including a painting of the coat of arms of 
Gcorgc I. Royal coats of arms were fre
quently put in churches after the Reforma
tion, for example, to mark the monarch in 
whose reign the church had been built. How
ever, this was not so at Shotwick as the 
church had been in existence for many cen
turies before the Reformation. For an un
known reason the painting was purchased in 
1727, in the last year of George's reign and 
cost £1 10s, plus Is for the frame, a total of £1 
11  s (£1 .55). 

The royal coat of arms since 1602 has con
sisted of a shield supported on one side by a 
lion and the other by a unicorn. Above is a 
helmet with mantling flowing down from 
this and a crown and crest. All round the 
shield is the garter. Underneath is a motto. 
The interesting point about the 1727 Sho
twick shield is that it reflects changes to the 

. , . ; 
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English royal coat of arms when George the 
Elector of Hanover came to the throne in 
1714. The shield was still supported by a 
crowned lion and an unicorn and sur
rounded by a garter, but the colour of the 
garter was changed from light to dark blue 
with 'Honi soit qui mal y pense' in gold letters 
on it. Beneath the whole coat of arms in a 
dark blue scroll is the motto 'Dieu et mon 
droit' also in gold. The changes in the shield 
are best shown by a drawing with numbers 
to indicate which section is being described. 

The three golden lions of England on a 
red background share the first quarter with 
the red lion of Scotland rampant on a gold 
background or 'field' with a double red 
frame. This arrangement had been used from 
1707 when the Act of Union united the Eng
lish and Scottish Parliaments. 

In the second quarter there are three gold
en fleurs de lys. These represented the 
French coat of arms and had been incorpor
ated in rQyal shields from 1 340 when Ed
ward III claimed the throne of France 
through his mother who could not inherit 
the succession as only male contestants were 
considered. The claim to the French throne 
continued until 1801 (after the time of the 
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Shotwick coat of arms) when the French 
Revolution from monarchy to republic 
caused this to be abandoned and the fleurs 
de lys were no longer included in the English 
royal coat of arms. 

The hereditary title of King of Ireland had 
been granted to Henry VIII in 1541 by an act 
of the Irish Parliament but the Irish harp to 
represent Henry's title, shown in the third 
quarter, only appeared as part of the royal 
shield from 1603. The golden harp shown on 
a blue background should have silver strings 
but in the painting at Shot wick it has gold 
strings. 

When George I came to the throne in 17.14, 
the fourth quarter was changed to include 
the arms of Hanover. The quarter was 
divided into three sections (a form used on 
the continent), labelled in the diagram A, B 
and C. Section A shows the arms of Brun
swick; two golden leopards on a red back
ground. Section B, the arms of Luneburg, 
shows a black (should be blue) lion rampant 
on a gold background scattered with red 
hearts. In section C the arms of Westphalia 
show a silver horse on a red field. In the 
centre of the three sections is a small red 
shield bearing the golden crown of Charl� 



magne, the status symbol of the Holy Roman 
Empire. 

This colourful paint ing, now dark with 
age, is one of the many interesting items in a 
church well worth a visit, being only half a 
mile off the road from Merseyside to Wales. 

Sources 
Raymond l\ichards, Old Cheshire Churches 
W.J. Pl'lclll'Y, A",IIIrinl 'lenril/Ss of Ih,' Son7<'i.�I/S of 
1:1/,�/llIId 

Lavinia Whitfidd, ThI'ClllIrch nt the Ford 

LOCAL COURSES 
Cheshire County Council 

Advance Notice 
The Second Cheshire Archaeology Day 

Northwich Memorial Hall, Northwich, Che
shire 

Saturday, 27th March, 1993 

Manchester Metropolitan University 
(formerly Manchester Polytechnic) 
Manchester Docks to Sal ford Quays 

1 0.00am-4.45pm, Saturday, 8th May, 1993 
Course Directors: Derek Brumhead and 

David George 

Venue: All Saints u..'Cturc Theatre (3rd floor), 
Manchester Metropolitan University, Ox

ford Road, Manchester 
Fee: £7.50 

This day school follows the same pattern 
as most of Derek Brumhead's and David 
George's day schools, i .e. illustrated lectures 
in the morning and a walk around the area 
discussed in the afternoon. It is hard to say 
which part of the day you will learn more 
from, because both are very interesting. 

Book Reviews 
'Four Cheshire Townships In the 18th 
Century: Ar/ey, App/eton, Stockton 
Heath and Great Budworth ' by 
Charles F. Foster 
Arley Hall Press, Northwlch, CW9 
6NB. 
25cm, paperback, 88pp, 5 
i l lustrations 27 tables, 7 maps, £6.95. 
ISBN 0 951 8382 0 2. 

This excellent little book is the first in a series 
Charles Foster will be writing and publish
ing on the Arley Hall estate and its sur
rounding townships. If this book is indica
tive of the high standard of the rest, I for one, 
will be placing an order for every one. 

Four Cheshire Townships is mainly a study 
of the patterns of landholding in Aston by 
Bud worth, Crowley, Appleton and Great 

15 

Budworth, from the major land holders 
down to the sub-tenants of leaseholders. 
Each township had a different pattern. For 
example, Aston was a thriving community 
of farmers with Arley Hall at its centre, pro
viding employment for the young sons and 
daughters of tenants and local craftsmen in 
maintaining the demesne lands and farm 
buildings. In the eighteenth century most of 
the land holders were three-life leaseholders 
but by the nineteenth century most people 
living there were rack rent tenants of the 
Warburtons of Arley Hall. Charles Foster has 
discovered that a great many of the houses in 
Aston were in multiple household occupa
tion, i.e. a widowed mother or father and 
mother might be living with a married son or 
daughter. Or a single person, unrelated to 
the main family, might be lodging with 



them. Charles Foster has found that there 
were scventy-eight families or households 
sqm.'CzL'<I into fifty-nine houses, large and 
small. 

Crowley was different again. It was 
plainly becoming an unattractive place to 
live in. Even people with freehold land in 
Crowley preferrL'd to live elsewhere on 
leasehold lands. From thirty to forty owner
occupiers in the 1650s the numbers had de
clined to seventeen by 1750. The reason that 
Crowley was felt to be an unattractive place 
was that it was isolated. No main road 
passed through it. It had no centre, no 
church, no pub or even ale-house. 

Appleton was divided into Higher Town 
and Lower Town. Higher Town had Spen 
Heath Common at its centre but was, unlike 
Crowley, considered a good place , to farm. 
Lower Town was a commercial place. The 
main road from Scotland to London ran 
through it, first crossing over Warrington 
Bridge to WiIderspool. There was a mill, a 
smithy and a pub nearby. 

By the 1750s there were signs of a grow
ing phenomenon in Lower Town. Gentry 
were moving into the area, buying up sites 
with good views of the River Mersey and 
building houses on them. 

Great Budworth seemed to be full of 
gentry in the 1750s and the craftsmen and 
tradesmen needed to service them and their 
households and also the travellers on the 
main road to London. Agricultural fairs 
were held here and impromptu street mar
kets on Sundays after church (although 
sometimes during services - much to the dis
approval of the gentry and the Church). 

However, when a new turnpike road was 
built between 1753 and 1777 from Cranage 
Green in the south of Cheshire through Mere 
(near the modern M6 Junction 19) to Knuts
ford where it divided for Altrincham and 
Manchester, Great Budworth's heyday as a 
town was over and it declined to just a small 
but picturesque village as we see it today. 
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Only just over half the book is actual text. 
The rest is appendices, mainly tables show
ing SOllll' of t he resL'arch behind the text on 
land tax, leaseholders and freeholders in the 
various townships. These are very good and 
very detailed . , 

A mention must be made of the excellent 
maps throughout the book. They do more 
than just illustrate the text. They are each 
worth several pages of text in themselves. 
They were created by lames Barfoot from 
eighteenth and nineteenth century originals 
and are a testimony to the fact that maps 
shouldn't be an afterthought but properly in
tegrated with the text as one good map can 
illustrate a point better than a thousand 
words. 

Finally a word on the quality of the reprcr 
duction of this book. Arley Hall Press went 
to one of the best publishers of local history 
books in this country for the typesetting and 
probably their printers for printing and 
binding. The quality shows and is worth 
every penny. This is a lovely book to look at 
as well as to read. 

Jiff Groves 

'Local Family History In England, 
1538-1914'by Colin D. Rogers and 
John H. Smith 
Manchester University Press 
22cm, paperback, 21 7pp, 6 tables 
and diag rams, £9.95. ISBN 0 71 90 
3201 6. 

, ' 
This book begins',as it means to go on, by 
banging the heads of local historians and 
family historians together, especially local 
historians. 

"Genealogy is a fascinating, not to say ob
sessive hobby. It has given pleasure to hun
dreds of people, each of whom has to fight 
a series of stumbling blocks and frustrations 
which are unique to the individual researcher 
.. , [t requires a knowledge of archives, their 
content, location, and accessibility, as exten
sive as that used by most local historians ... ; 



but that knowledge is only a means to an cnd 
- and that end, however absorbing, however 
exciting, is cssentially personal." 

"Local l lislory is 1111' hl,II'k holl- 01 alllah'ur 
history studiL'S, an arl'a inlo which i I  is all loo 
easy to fall, and from which it is virtuaUy im
possible to escape, Second only to genealogy 
in its ability to attract large numbers o( devo
tees, it lures the wlwary who cnter its terri
tory for innocent, often specialist purposes," 

There is a purpose behind this abuse. 
Colin Rogers and John Smith would like 
local historians to use the methods and 
sources of genealogists and demographers to 
study local ordinary families, and family his
torians to use the area-orientated methods of 
local historians to really look at the lives of 
the people living in an area at various 
periods or at all periods, from the

, 
point of 

view of migration, immigration, age at mar
riage, marriage horizons (the distances 
travelled by people to find a partner), the in
cidence of illegitimacy, etc, etc. Open Univer
sity students who studied the excellent but 
unfortunately now defunct D301:  Historical 
Sources and the Social Scientist will be very 
familiar with this approach, one which will 
be continued in ,the Open University's Fam
ily and Community course beginning in 1994 
(see'p.10 in this !oumal for details of this new 
course). Colin Rogers and John Smith tested 
this approach on a family history course for 
genealogists at Manchester University's 
Extra Mural Department and found it 
worked very well, 

Beyond the Introduction, most of this 
book is not concerned with haranguing local 
and family historians but in giving a detailed 
background social and economic history for 
the Family from the sixteenth century to the 
early twentieth century. Then Colin Rogers 
and John Smith suggest sources and 
methods to be studied and the sort of infor
mation that can be extracted. There is a lot of 
food for thought here. For example, using 
wills to look at the position of women in pre-
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industrial England. Trusts could be set u p  in 
wills for married women in such a way that 
the husbilnd could not get his hilnds on the 
);oods or I IHl l Il'y, Did 1111'11 try to l'ont rol their 
wives after death,  how often d id men nom i
nate their wives or daughters or sisters as ex
ecutors,of their wills? Both wills and parish 
registers ca n be used to study illegitimacy, 
How prevalent was it? Did it run in families 
and if so why? Is illegitimacy the result of 
projected marriage not taking place? 

After reading this book any family histo
rian or local historian will be fired up to go to 
their nearest local primary source material 
and start studying it from a demographic 
point of view. The source reading list at the 
end of the book is excellent. This book has al
ready inspired me to use wills and probate 
inventories to study the position of women 
in this part of early modern' north-east Che
shire. 

JiII Groves 

'Bridging the Years: A history of Traf
ford Park and Sa/ford Docks as re
membered by those who lived and 
worked In the area' 
Bridging the Years, Salford Quays 
Heritage Centre, 3 The Quays, 
Salford M5 2SQ. 
2 1 cm x 26cm, paperback, 65pp, 
I l lustrated, £4.95. ISBN 0 951 9206 0 X. 

This quite unique little book is described as 
an oral history of Trafford Park and Salford 
Docks. It is the product of a project con
ceived by the Ordsall Local History Group 
who feared tliat all traces of the industrial 
age of the area wpuld vanish. The aim of the 
project was to record interviews with a large 
number of people who had lived and 
worked in the area as well as to collect a 
large number of personal and other photo
graphs. 

The result of this enterprise is a fascinat
ing kaleidoscope of images of the great in-



dustrial estate and dockland over the greater 
part of the twentieth century until all col
lapsed in recent decades. No attempt is 
made to distinguish different periods except 
that the last pages deal with 'The End of the 
Era'. This possible shortcoming is probably 
justified since remarkably little seems to 
have changed at least up to the Second 
World War. 

The general atmosphere of working class 
life is well captured, with all its poverty and 
limited horizons, its abysmal working condi
tions of dirt, pollution and general degrada
tion of the atmosphere, as well as its friendli
ness and comradeship. Inevitably, perhaps, 
the long series of extracts from interviews 
with working people offers only a limited 
view of working class culture including 
leisure activities, but some remarkable lights 
is thrown on a scene which most of us have 
imagined only dimly. 

Particularly striking is the evidence of an 
extremely cosmopolitan society, largely attri
butable no doubt to the fact that Salford 

Docks const i tuted a major port with a 
multitude of visitings sailors. On one page 
alone there are interviews with people who 
were born in North Yemen, Jamaica, Aden, 
Nigeria, Poland, Wales, Dublin and Shef
field. There seems to have been very little im
migration control. 

With so many seamen around, there is 
much evidence of the seamier side of life -
not for nothing was Trafford Road widely 
nicknamed The 13arbary Coast. There was 
corruption as well, as foremen dockers· en
gaged workers each day by a kind of Dutch 
auction, each man driven to offer to work for 
less than the next man. There was also forced 
bribery of foremen. 

This book is a valuable record of Life in an 
extraordinary period in an extraordinary 
place. It gives point to the lack of a thorough 
industrial and social history of the great 
Trafford Park Industrial Estate. 

Frank 8amford 

LOCAL BOOKS 
Bygone Days Lancashire: Looking in to My Skin edited 
by Mike Green, Stylus Pubns. 22cm, paperback, 
40pp, 6 illustrations, £1.50. ISBN 1 85620 258 5. 

History of Preston by David Hunt, Carnegie Pub
lishing. 25cm, paperback, 288pp, 140 illustrations, 
£10.95. ISBN 0 948789 68 9. 

The PllTish Church of St Silas, BlackbuTII: A Short His
tory by Mary Whalley and Robin Whalley, St. Silas' 
Parochial Church Council. Available from Black
bum Local History Society, 4 Arkwright Fold, 
Heys Lane, B1ackbum, Lancashire. AS, 24pp, 16 il
lustrations, l map, 1 plan. No ISBN. 

Booths Hall, Worsley: An Old ul1Icashire Hall by S. 
Smith, Leigh Local History Society. AS, 44p, 5 illus
trations, 3 maps, £1.00. No ISBN. 

Greetings from Old Cheshire: A Wander Round Old 
Cheshire in Early Picture Postcards by Catherine 
Rothwell and am Hayl.'S, Printwise Publications. 
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23cm, paperback, illustrated, £4.95. ISBN 1 872226 
280. 

Commemorative Chilla for Prestoll Guild, 1822-1992 
by Christine Shresni, Nutleigh Publications, Nut
leigh, Hervines Road, Amersham HP6 5HS. 21cm, 
paperback, 25pp, 25 illustrations, £2.75. ISBN 0 
9519000 05. 

Historic Villages of Cheshire and Derbyshire by John 
Burgess, J. Burgess Publications, 41 Milkroft, Car
lisle. 29cm, l 00pp, 20 illustrations, £15.00. ISBN 1 
85562 0480. 

ML'1l1ories of Manchester by Charles Naan, NeiJ Ri
chardson. 29cm, 43pp, 45 illustrations, 1 0  maps, 
£2.50. ISBN 1 852160675. 

Church Street, Eccles from Village ume to High Street 
by Helen Wickham, Neil Richardson. 29cm, paper
back, 59pp, 46 illustrations, 6 maps, 0.25. ISBN 1 
85216069 1 .  



St. Peter's Parish HaJliwel/: Recol/ectiolls ITy GOdfrey 
Scott, Friends of Smithills Hall, c/o 1 9, leighton 
Avenue, Heaton, Bolton, Lancashin' Illl 4EI I. 
21cm x 1511Jl, lOrp, i l l llslrall'<l,m.60. 

Ran/all Warrillglllll: excavatiolls at Wildt'rspuuI 1966-
69 and 1976 by John Hinchclife and John H. Wil
liams with Frances Williams, Brigantia Mono
graphs, Department of Archaeology, University of 
Manchester, Oxford Road, Manchcstl'r M13 91'L. 
200pp, I� illustrat-ions, £17.50 

The Romano-British site at Wilderspool is situ
ated at the' River Mersey crossing at the northern 
end of the Central Oleshire Ridge. 

It formed the major industrial site in the North
west where large-scale excavations were under
taken between 1966-69 and again in 1 976 by the 
Central Excavation Unit. 

Bridging the Years: History of Trafford Park alld Sal
ford Docks as Remembered by Those Who Lived and 
Worked in the Area edited by I Brotherston and C 
Windmill, Bridging the Years, Salford Quays He
ritage Centre, 3 111e Quays, Sa I ford MS 2SQ. 21cm 
x 26crn, paperback, vii, 65pp, 47 illustrations, £4.95. 
ISBN 0 9519206 0 X. 

Pott Shrigley: A Village School, 1492-1992 by Emily 
Elizabeth White, Governors of Pot! Shrigley, Pot! 
Shrigley OlUrch of England Aided Primary 
School, Shrigley Road, Pot! Shrigley, Macdesfield 
SKIO 5RT. 21cm, paperback, 44pp, 12 illustrations, 
1 map, £3.75. ISBN 0 9519679 0 8. 

Greetings from Eccles, 1892-1992: Published ill Cel
ebration of the Celltenary of the Eccles Charter by Ted 
Gray, Priritwise Publications, 41-42 Willan Indus
trial Estate, Vere Street, Salford M5 2GR. 22cm, 
paperback, %pp, 1 00  illustrations, £4.95. ISBN 1 
87222638 8. 

VictoriaCoullty History ofLallcashire 
VO/ 6: Leylalld HUlldTed alld Part of Blackbum HUII
dred edited by W. Farrer and J. Brownbill, William 
Dawson. 31cm, x

'
xi, 56Opp, illustrations, new edi

tion, £85.00. ISBN 0 7129 1 058 1 .  
VO/ 7: Part of BlackbuTIl Hundred and Amounderness 
Hundred edited by W. Farrer and J. Brownbill, Wil
liam Dawson. 3,cm, xiii, 435pp, illustrations, new 
edition, £80.00. ISBN 0 71 29 1059 X. 

These books are expensive, but they should 
form the background reading for anyone studying 
the local or regional history of Lancashire. Order 
them from the local library. 
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Enclosure of ThoTllsett by Ron Weston, New Mills 
local History Society, 'TIle Thorns', Laneside 
Road, Nl'W Mills, Stockport SK12 4lU. 3Ocm, 
1 '.II",rh.lci.., 1(,1'1', :l i l l l lslr.ll iPlIs, n 1II. l l lS, 12.2:'. 
ISBN () %5'!2() (, I .  
Salford Boy Goes to War: The Further Memories of 
W.B. by Wallace Bregton, Neil Richardson. 29cm, 
paperback, 63pp, ('2.25. ISBN 1 85216 068 3. 

Bouk Trade ill Cheshire to 1850 edited by Derek Nut
tall, Liverpool Bibliographical Society, c/o E.H. 
Seagrove, 2 Staplands Road, Liverpool L14 3lL. 
29cm, spiral bound, xvi pp, 86pp, Book Trade in the 
North West Project, £8.00. ISBN 0 905000 04 8. 

History of Ncwtou-Ic-Willows by John Henry Lane, P 
& D Riley (self-publisher), 45 Violet Close, War
rington WA3 7NW. 21cm, paperback, 64pp, 5 illus
trations, new edition, £2.95. ISBN 1 874712 01 8. 

BlackbuTII: Eoolution of a Cotton Town by George C 
Miller, T.H.CL. Books, 185 Lammack Road, Black
burn BBl 8lH. 21 cm, hardback, 456pp, 25 illustra
tions, maps, 03.00. ISI3N 0 948494 1 8 2. 

Fccdillg the Vietorum City: Food Supply of Manchester, 
1770-1870 by Roger Scola, Manchester University 
Press. 23cm, hardback, 384pp, 16 illustrations (1 in 
colour), 1 1  figures, 5 maps, £29.95. ISBN 0 7190 
3088 9. 

Old Ordllallcc Survey Maps of umcashire 
Didsbury and Heaton Mersey. Alan Godfrey, 1 2  111e, 
Off Quay Building, Foundry Lane, Ouseburn, 
Newcastle NE6 1 lH. 22cm, folded paperback, fac
simile of 1904 edition, £1 .75. ISBN 0 85054 512 9. 

umcashire Hot-pot by Dean Hayes, Oidsbury Press, 
7 Darley Avenue, Oidsbury, Manchester M20 8XE. 
22cm, paperback, 120pp, 50 illustrations, £5.95. 
ISBN 1 872325 04 1 .  

Ardwick Boys Wt'1lt to Malta: 8th (Ardwick) Battalion 
the Mallchester Regilllcllt (TA) - All Illustrated Record 
by Robert A. Bonner, 17  Wheat Moss, Olelford, 
Macclesfield SK1 1  9SP. 21cm, paperback, 160pp, 
£6.95. ISBN 1 873907 05 2. 

The Impact of Civil War on a Community: Northenden 
and Etchells ill Cheshire, 1642-60 by Jill Groves, 
Nortllern Writers Advisory Services, 77 Marford 
Crescent, Sale, Cheshire M33 4DN. 29cm, paper
back, 36pp, 2 diagrams, 1 map, £2.70. ISBN 0 
9517782 1 8. 



This is the second book published by NWAS, on 
whose laser-printer this magazine is produced. I t  is 
till' first to Ill' puhlislwd and wrlth'n I.y tI", l ... lilllr 
of this magazine. It also owes a great deal to tlU? 
work of our President, Norman Dore, on the Letter 
Books of Sir William Brereton (published by the 
Record Society for Lancashire and Cheshire, Vols. 
123 and 128). 

The booklet is on offer to members .of Altrin
cham History Society at £2.20. 
Quizzing Memories of Hyde edited by D. Butler, etc., 
Living Memories of Hyde Society, 146 Dowson 
Road, Hyde, Cheshire. 22cm, paperback, 130pp, 18 
illustrations, £3.50. ISBN 0 9516629 1 0. 

History of Kllll tsford by George A. Payne, edited by 
Peter Riley, P. & D. Rilcy, 45 Violet Close, Warring-
11111 Wi\:l 7NW. 2 kill, 1" 'l 'l'rh,ll'k, %1'1', 1 0  i l l ll�t ... ,
tions by E. I I. Nl'w, lIew l'liition of 1905 edition, 
£2.95. ISBN 1 87712026. 

Midla/ld Route from Ma/lchester. Part1 : Celltral to 
New Mills Via Didsbury, Stockport and Marple by 
E.M. Johnson, Foxline Publishing. 27cm, paper
back, l04pp, illustrations, diagrams and maps, 
Scenes from the Past Series, No. 16, £9.95. ISBN 1 
8701 1 9 207. 

Magazine� 
The Blackburn Local History Society IOl/mal, Vo!. 2, mid-July, glvmg would-be contributors to the 
1992. A4, 51pp, £2.00 (P&p). Membership (includ- Autumn issue less thim two weeks to write articles 
ing the bi-anniIal lournal and quarterl y newsletters. and send them off! Articles include: 'Cheshire In-
Available from the Membership Secretary, Brian quisitions Post Mortem'; 'The Book Trade in Che-
Fowler, 4 Arkwright Fold, Heys Lane, Blackburn, shire Prior to 1850'; 'North Cheshire Ridge Road'; 
Lancashire. 'Memories of Marsh Lane'; 'Alsager 1851: A 

Articles include: 'Early Building Societies in Census Study'; 'TIle Ice Houses of Cheshire'; 'Re-
Lancashire'; 'Blackburn Bricks and Brickmakers'; cent Excavations (1991) in aleshire'; 'Index to Che-
'Reflections on a Vanished Age'; "To See Oorsels shire History Newsletter Nos. 1-13, 1971-1977 and 
as Ithers See Us"'; 'History on my Doorstep'; 'WiI- Cheshire History Nos. 1 -28, 1 978-1991'. 
liam Sefton, Calico Manufacturer'; and 'Local His
tory and tile National Curriculum'. 

The BlackbuTII Local History Society Newsletter, No. 
13, Mardl l992. A4, lOpp, £0.30 (plus P&p). Mem
bership (including the bi-annual lol/Tllal and quar
terly newsletters. Available from the Membership 
Secretary, Brian Fowler, 4 Arkwright Fold, Heys 
Lane, Blackburn, Lancashire. 

News items and short articles including 'Why 
April the Fifth?' on why the Inland Revenue starts 
its year on April 5ili -fascinating. 
Bury Archives Service Newsletter, April 1992. Avail
able from Bury Archive Service, 1st Floor, The 
Derby Hall Annexe, Edwin Street (off Crompton 
Street), Bury BL9 OAS. A4, 4pp, FREE. 

I tems include an article on 'Stand Lane Inde
pendent a\urcll' and a user survey by Greater 
Manchester Archivists' Group. 

Cheshire History, Spring 1 992, No. 29. 24cm, 4Opp, 2 
issues a year, £4.95. Available from tile Cheshire 
CommWlity COWlcil, 96 Lower Bridge Street, 
Chester CHI 1 RU. 

Before describing the articles in this issue of 
Cheshire History, I should say that although it is 
dated Spring 1992, it didn't actually appear wltil 

Cheshire Past, 1992. Available through local book-
. shops or from the Editor, Cheshire Past, Commerce 

House, HWlter Street, alester CHI 2QP. £2.75 
(plus £0.50 p&p). Cheques payable to Cheshire 
COWlty Council. 
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This is a new annual review of Cheshire arcllae
ology and includes articles on a prehistoric survey 
in North Cheshire; two Bronze Age axes from Che
shire; the Congleton Bronze Age hoard; environ
mental research at White Moss, Alsager; Roman 
Nortllwich; recen t work in alester, Holt-Farndon 
medieval bridge; a medieval moat at Willaston, 
near Nantwich; an Elizabethan garden at Gaw
sworth Hall; excavations at Lewis Carroll's birth
place; Frodsham saltworks; and the COWlty sites 
and monuments record. 

Chester Local History News, Summer and Autumn 
1 992. Available from alester City Record Office, 
Town Hall, Chester, CHI 2HJ. A4, 4pp, 4 issues a 
year, FREE. 

Newsy items from in and aroWld Chester, in
cluding in the Autumn issue an appeal for Che
shire on old cine film by the North-west Film 
Archive. 



Gaslight, the newsletter of the North West Gas His
torical Society, Issues 1 1 , 1 2, 13 and 14, March, 
May /June, July I August and September IOctober 
1 992. A4, 4pp, 6pp, 6pp respectively, 6 issues a year 
free (membership of the North West Gas Historical 
Society free to employees and pensioners of British 
Gas plc and others with an interest in the history of 
the gas industry). Available from Sheila Hesketh, 
British Gas plc, Gould Street, Manchester M4 4DJ. 

News, items and articles on the history of the 
gas industry. Local History Magazine calls it an in
valuable source of information and having seen the 
publication, I would agree with that. It is also good 
on tracing ancestors. 

Items in Issue 13 include: 'TIle Winter of 
1962/63'; 'Jane Pond - MA' (Jane Pond got her MA 
with a thesis on the history of women working in 
the gas industry in the First World War, see para
graph below); 'News from the Archives'; 'TIle 
Good Old Days'; 'Disley the Gas Supply'; 'TIle 
Power and the Glory' (on the bicentenary of Mr 
Murdoch's lighting of his own house in Redruth, 
Cornwall by gas in 1792); 'Nottingham Strike Set
tled'; 'Derby Strike Settled'. 

I tems in Issue ' 1 4  include: 'Gas Lighting and 
Railways'; 'Buxton 1 00  years Ago'; 'Buxton 30 
Years Ago'; 'Women Gasworkers of World War I' 
(brief summary of Jane Pond's thesis, a copy of 
which is now in the Society'S Archives along with 
copies of some recordings made by Mrs Pond). 

Greater Manchester COllrier, No.31, March 1 992, and 
No.32, May 1 992 the newsletter of the Greater 
Manchester Record Office. Available from GM RO, 
56 Marshall Street, New Cross, Manchester M4 
5FU. A4, 4pp, £1.75 (to cover postage only). 

News items on GMRO and other record offices. 

Lancashire Local Historinll, No.7, 1 992, published by 
the Lancashire Local History Federation, clo 77 
Wellington Street, Ashton, Preston PRl 8TQ. AS, 
46pp, £2.00 (plus p&p). ISSN 0265-1777. 

Articles include: 'Benjamin Outram and the 
construction of the Ashton Canal'; 'A Tudor Map 
from Lancashire: Downholland, Altcar and 
Formby'; 'Rylands versus Aetcher'; 'The Medieval 
Borough of Hornby'; "'Halfway to Heaven": TIle 
development of a Lancashire Catholic Com
munity'; 'Some possible Domesday locations in tile 
'West Riding' area of Lancashire'. 

The LoaU Historinll, August 1 992, Vol.22, No.3. 
25cm, 56pp, 4 issues a year, £4.00 each or £15.00 (in-
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cluding membership of the British Association for 
Local History and 2 issues of Local History News). 
Availabl(' from th(' British A'isociation for Local 
History, Shopwyke l la11, Chichester, Sussex 1'020 
6BQ. 

Articles include: The Present State of English 
Place-name Studies'; 'TIle Victoria County His
tory'; 'West Wickham and North-West Kent in the 
Civil War'; 'Professor W.G. Hoskins (an appreci
ation)'; and ' Research methods and techniques'. 

Local History Magazine, No.35, September IOctober 
1 992. A4, 3Ipp, £2.00 per issue or £12.00 for six 
issues. Available from the publishers Susan and 
Robert Howard, 3 Devonshire Promenade, Len ton, 
Nottingham NG72DS. 

This issue had with it a £0.50 souvenir pro
gramme for the West Midlands Local History fes
tival at Highbury Moor Green, Birmingham. The 
programme also had an article by Mary Bodfish on 
the making of a bibliography on books, articles, do
cuments and miscellaneous items on the history of 
Smethwick. She now has over 800 entries. It's an 
excellent idea. I think I might do the same for my 
area - when I have a moment or two. Wllat about 
the n.'St of YOll? 

Other items in the magazine included a large 
news section, letters and articles: 'Lwlacy and the 
As yl um, 1 750-1 860: a West Midlands Perspective'; 
'Clacton Chronicle: The birth of a mass-circulation 
local history magazine' (I am making notes on this 
one for the local history societies to which I be
long)' 'Now we are six' on the Hampshire Archives 
Trust. Plus all the usual book listings information 
(now called UiblioFile), information on Society Pe
riodicals, Noticeboard and Bookshop Catalogue. 

I can do no more to emphasize how good this 
magazine is tIlan by repeating tile words of Martin 
Wainwright on BBC Radio 4'[; News-stand, 'An ex
cellent magazine which always has good things in
side and is full of enthusiastic tips'. (And this isn't 
just because they say SUcll nice things about the AI
trillcha7ll History Society foumal.) This magazine 
section and lots of the rest of the Journal would be 
the poorer were it- not for Local History Magazine 
giving out information on other periodicals and 
events around the COWl try. 

Local History News, August 1 992. AS, 28pp, 2 issues 
a year, Free to British Association for Local History 
Members. News on the local history, and many 
other, fronts up and down tile country. The new 
editor (to whom contributions should be sent) is 



Mr Michael Cowan, 24 Lower Street, Harnham, Sa
lisbury, WiltshireSI'2 8EY. 

MUlldll.'ster &gion I listury Rt'IJiew, Vo1.VI, 1992. 1\4, 
124pp, 1 issue a year in May, £7.00 a year. Avail
able from the Editors, Manchester Region History 
Review, c/o Manchester Polytechnic, Ormond 
Building, Lower Ormond Street, Manchester MI5 
6BX. 

This is the new, revamped Manchester Region 
History Review, twice the size but only one a year 
instead of two as previousl y. 

Articles include: 'A Divided Middle Oass: Bol
ton 1 790-1850'; '''Invading Manchester": Responses 
to the Salvation Army 1878-1900'; 'The Padiham 
Power Loom Weavers Strike of 1 859'; 'Gilbert Kir
lew and the Development of Crippled Olildren's 
Societies in Victorian Manchester and Salford'; 
'The Battle for the Standard: The Bimetallic Move
ment in Movement'; William Stokes (1803-1881)'; 
'Self-Help in Manchester Jewry: The Provincial In
dependent Tontine Society'; '"You Couldn't Help 
But Know": Public and Private Space in the Lives of 
Working Class Women, 1918-39'; 'The Manchester 
Peace Manifesto 1 936-37'; 'University of Salford Li
brary and Archives'; 'An Eighteenth-century Coal 
Mining Account Book for New Mills'; 'Manchester 
Jewish Museum'; 'Eccles Local History Society'. 

Manchester Region History Review also has a 
large book review section and an excellent bibliog
raphy on anything published about the North
west in 1991. 

Nutiollut M'N'IIIII of t Jlliollr History Newsleller, No.7, 
I\priI 191J2. 1\.1, ·1 pp, 2 iSSIIl'S, minimulll ('list a.oo a 
yt',lr. I\\',\il,\hl,> Siohh,1Il I loJrpur, Co III Im'rci,ll 
Manager, National Museum of Labour History, 
103 Princess Street, Manchester Ml 600. 

Report that TIle Pump House on lite River Jr
well in Manchester has been acquired by lite Mu
seum for future development. 

Ramsbollom Heritage Society News Magazine, No.4, 
Winter/Sp{ing 1992. A5, 16pp, m.so (p&p). ISSN 
0960-1244. Available from Ramsbottom Heritage 
Society, TIle Heritage Centre, Carr Street, Rams
bottom. 

Articles include: 'Ramsbottom ... Australia?'; 
'Ramsbottom from the Borough Archives'; 'Our 
First Honorary Member'; 'Valley of the Ramson 
Flowers'; 'Using the Present to Preserve lite Past'; 
'News from the Archive'; 'Can You Remember?'; 
'Diary of a Dedicated Gardener'; 'Games and Pas
times of Rammy Olildhood'; 'Gone but not Forgot
ten'; 'Olildren at the Heritage Centre'; and 'Rams
bottom Trolley Buses'. 

Saddleworth Historical Society Bul/etill, Vo1.21,  
Autumn 1991. Subscription details from Elsie 
Broadbent, 30 Beechfield, Grasscroft, Oldham OL4 
4EL. 

Articles include: 'Broadbent family of Carr
head'; 'Records of Saddleworth Friendly Family 
Burial Society'; 'Palace Cinema, Saddleworth, 
1 920-1959' . 

Local History Society News 
Please, if you belong to another history so
ciety as well the Altrincham History Society, 
could you let the Editor have a copy of its 
meetings programme for 1993. 

The Editor thanks Bowdon History, Ha le 
Bowdon History Society 
Meets at the Church Hall of the Bowdon 
Downs Upper Room Church (entered from 
Bowdon Road at the rear of the church), 
8.00pm. 
Secretary: Mrs Nora Revans, Honorary Sec
retary, 8 Higher Downs, Altrincham, Che
shire W A14 2QL. 
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Civic Society, Manchester Heraldry Society, 
North West Gas Historical Society and Sale 
and Ashton-on-Merscy Local History 5<r 
dety. 

Subs: £2.00 a year; visitors £0.75 per meeting 
Publications: The Bowdoll Slrenf, published 
twice a year in March and October. 
22nd February, 1993, Salt in Cheshire. 
29th March, 1993, Cheshire's Involvement in 
Warfare - 6th to 20th Century. 



Family History of Cheshire, Altrincham 
Group 
Meets at Altrincham Library on the second 
Tuesday of each month betwl.'Cn September 
and July, at 7.30pm. The Altrincham Croup 
have a bookstall at each monthly meeting 
�md orders for other publications can be 
made. 

For more information contact the Croup 
Leader Mr. R. Davies, 8 Warburton Drive, 
Hale Barns, Altrincham, or the Secretary, 
Mrs. J. Jones, 69 Derbyshire Road, South, 
Sale. 

Hale Civic Society 
Meets on Wednesday at 7.4Spm at Hale li
brary, Leigh Road, Hale. 
20th January, 1993, The History of Manches
ter Prisons 
1 7th February, 1993, The John Rylands li
brary 
1 7th March 1 993, An Introduction to Stipple 
Glass 

Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian 
Society 
Since it can no longer use the Central Refer
ence Library, Manchester, in the evenings, 
the Society meets in various places in or near 
the centre of Manchester. 

Manchester Heraldry Society 
Meets at the Library of the Manchester and 
Lancashire Family History Society at Clay
ton House, 59 Piccadilly, Manchester M1, 
from 7.00pm to 9.00pm. Non-members very 
welcome. If you are interested in the Society, 
contact David Butterworth, 8b Beatrice 
Road, Worsley, Manchester M28 4TN. 
Tuesday, 1 2th January, 1993, Heraldic Book
plates. 
Tuesday, 9th February, 1993, More Heraldic 
Pub Signs. 
Tuesday, 9th March, 1993, Aspects of Man
chester's Heraldry. 

North West Gas Historical Society 
Not all dates and locations known, so where 

. interested contact the St."'Cretary, Sheila Hes
keth, British Cas plc, Could Street, Manches
ter M4 4DJ. 
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1 4th January, 1993, joint ml.'Cting with the 
Manchester and District Junior Cas Associ
ation for a paper on computing and histori
cal records. 
February 1 993, Wests. Gas Improvement 
Company. 
March 1 993, Mini-topic evening: 'If you're 
UK, you're OK' by Dr John Wilson, The 
Marple Undertaking by Terry Mitchell and 
Family History by David Loverseed. 
April 1 993, The First Twenty Years of the 
North Western Cas Board . 
May 1 993, talk by Douglas Farnie, the expert 
on the history of the Manchester Ship Canal. 
June 1993, possible trip to Ellesmere Port 
Boat Museum. 

Railway and Canal Historical Society, 
North West Group 
Meets at 2.1Spm on Saturdays at the British 
Railways Staff Association Club, Manchester 
Victoria Station (opposite the Long Millgate 
frontage of Victoria Station). 

. 

1 7th October, The Development of the Lon
don Underground 
7th November, The Chesterfield Canal 
1 2th December, Railway Postcard Scenes of 
the North Staffordshire Railway 
20th February 1993, Travels in S.E. Asia 
20th March, 1 993, Transport Inn Signs 
For further details about the RCHS, contact 
Roger Davies, Hon. Sec., 'Fron Fawnog', 
Gwernymynydd, Mold, Clwyd CH7 SJS. 

Sale and Ashton-on-Mersey Local 
History Society 
Meets at 7.30pm Ashfield House (ex-Sale 
Adult Centre), on the corner of Ashfield 
Road and Claremont Road, on the first Mon
day of every month. 
7th DeCember, talk on the Brooklands Hotel 
.4th January, 'Jacob's Join', a social evening 
where everyone brings something to eat and 
drink 
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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 

Members who are interested in analysing 
census returns might wish to be involved in 
a project to transcribe the 1891 Census for 
Cheshire from microfic�e onto paper or into 
a computer file. If so, please contact Mr 
Chadwick, te!. 0270 216628. 

The Society has recently contacted local 
schools in case any pupils wished to come to 
our talks. So far no one has been along but 
we hope to see one or two in the future. If 
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Don 8ayliss 
members wish to bring young people along, 
they can come in free. 

Members who enjoyed Mr Brumhead's 
talk on industrial archaeology recently might 
wish to attend a one-aay course he is giving 
on 'Manchester Docks and Salford Quays'. 
Details are in the Local Events Sum
mer/Autumn 1993 Section on p.20 
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AL TRINCHAM mSTORY SOCIETY NEWS 
North West Local History Fair, 
Manchester, June 1993 
This is being held in honour of the l50th an
niversary of the founding of the Chetham S0-
ciety, in Manchester's Town Hall on the wee-

. kend of June 26th-27th. 
The Society will have a stall here, as will a 

large number of other local history societies 
from all over the North West, including near 
neighbours Ashton and Sale History Society, 
Stretford History Society, North West Gas 
Historical Society (based in Altrincham), 
Northeriden Civic Society, and Lymm His
tory Society, and Trafforcl Libraries. 

As well as local and family history society 
staBs, there will some craft stalls, clarion 
ringing, organ playing and probably morris 
dancing in Albert Square. North West Gas 
Historical Society have also offered to take 
along an old mobile gas showroom. So there 
should be a great deal to interest the whole 
family. Admission will be £1.00 per adult 
each day. 

If you want to get in free then become one 
of three manning the Society's stall each day. 

Contact Hilda Bayliss, 51 Chiltern Drive, 
Hale. 

Remember Green 'Phone Boxes? 
British Telecom has recently pleaded guilty 
to the unauthorised removal last May of a 
Grade 2 listed green telephone box, a K6 
type box, designed by Sir Gilbert Seott, made 
of cast iron, from the village of Fangdale 
Beck, after a prosecution brought by North 
Yorkshire County Council. The removal was 
because of damage by vandals, but no dis
cussion had taken place prior to it. 

This item may remind local Altrincha
mians that Lord Stamford, , influential in 
controlling many aspects of Altrincham's de
velopment, had also insisted that some tele
phone kiosks be painted green to to be in 
keeping with their semi-rural surroundings. 
One stood on the corner of ·Booth Road and 
Hartley Road and another on Old field Road 
facing Hartley Road. Perhaps others existed 
in the Altrincham area? Do you remember 
them? [Source: Chris Hill and BBC TV] 

HISTORY NEWS 
Libraries - are they under threat of 
privatisation? 
The government is proposing the contracting 
out of library services, in the main the 'back
room work' of selecting books and catalo
guing them. The Library Association are 
against this, claiming that although these 
services are not seen by the public, they will 
affect the type of books in libraries and the 
numbers of books in libraries. English Herit
age, who have also been consulted, are not in 
favour, but it is thought that the Department 
of the Environment might be. 

Library services are already suffering, es
pecially under 'capped' councils. Library ser
vices are seen as a soft option for cuts by 

, councils, even though they are amongst the 
most well used of all council amenities and 
are seen as essential by many people. 
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The Library Association would like to see 
national standards implemented, such as 
they have in Scotland. [Source: BBC Radio 4, 
'You and Yours'] 

Computerisation in Manchester 
Libraries 
Manchester is in the process of computeris
ing the ticket system used by its libraries. 
This means that old card tickets issued by 
other authorities in the Greater Manchester 
area can no longer be used in the new sys
te

,
m. Manchester City Council Library Ser-



vices point out that this does not mean that 
people living and working outside Manches
ter (or Wythenshawe) will be debarred from 
using Manchester's libraries. However, they 
will have to join a Manchester library and get 
a new computerised carct. The service is still 
free to everyone, including those living and 
working outside ManChester, so use it. Even 
with all the cuts in spending on books, Cen
tral Library is still one of the best libraries in 
the Greater Manchester area. 

(The Editor wishes to thank Manchester 
City Council Library Services staff for clarif
ying the situation with the new compu
terised ticket system.) 

Videos 
Moving Memories 3 by North West Film 
Archive. The extracts including Grade Fields 
in wartime Rochdale, Lancashire League 
cricket 1 946, Stockport Market 1910, Preston 
Guild celebrations 1 952, 1 930s Co-op 
Crumpsall biscuit factory, Macclesfield silk 
industry, Lancashire Fusiliers training in 
1 915, peacetime celebrations in Altrincham 
1919, traditional clog making. 

This video costs £14.99 and is available 
from Moving Memories, North West Film 
Archive, The Manchester Metropolitan 
University, Minshull House, 47-49 Chorlton 
Street, Manchester M1 3EU. 

Cymdeithas Hanesyddol Nwy Cymru 
- The Wales Gas Historical Society 
This sodety is four year� . old . ,  having begun 
in February 1988. Since then the Society has 
gone on from strength to strength, and in Oc
tober 1 990 the Wales Gas Historical Centre 
was opened in the former British Gas stores 
at Crindau. The Historical Centre was filled 
with items from North West Archives and 
the central library at Wales Gas. [Source: 
Gaslight, the North West Gas Historical S0-
ciety) 
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Three New History Societies in 
Cheshire 
Ranul! Higden Society 
This society takes its name from a monk w�o 
was the author of PolycllrollicoII, a world hiS
tory of the middle ages, and who died in 
1 363. The main aim of the Ranulf Higden S0-
ciety is to be a self-help group for those who 
read medieval Latin documents, with the 
sUPr'rt of the universities of Keele, Liver
pool and Manchester. Membership is open 
to individuals and institutions. The Society 
also hopes to arrange three workshops a 
year. For more details contact J.c. Sutton, 
Secretary, 5 Beechwood Drive, Alsager, 
Stok�n-Trent, Staffordshire ST7 2HG. 
[Source: Lodal History Magazine) 

Chester ullldscape Society 
This is a new sodety which aims to promote 
interest in, and study of, landscape history. 
'Landscape history concerns the impact of 
people upon their surroundings throughout 
time. It seeks to explain the historical signfic
ance of buildings, earthworks, flora and 
other physical features. As such, it embraces 
history, archaeology, architecture, botany, 
geology and other subjects. 

Lectures are held at Chester College, 
Parkgate Road, Chester. 
Non-members are welcome (Fee £1 .50). 
Membership is £5.00 per annum (£7.50 for 
family membership). If you'd like to join 
please contact the MemberShip Secretary, 
Miss H. Davies, Craig Cottage, Old School 
Lane, Eryrys, Mold, Clwyd. [Source: Chester 
Local History News) 

New English Civil War Society - English Civil 
War Royalist Supporters' Club 
This is to be the Royalists' answer to the 
Cromwell Association. John Barratt is to be 
the initial point of contact of this new society 
for anyone with an interest in t�e Ro

.
yalist 

side of the Civil Wars. Write to hlm (With an 
sae) at 6 Rockville Street, Rockferry, Birken-



head L42 3XY. (Source: The Friends of the Eng
lish Civil War Society Newsletter) 

New Accessions to Greater 
Manchester Record Office 1992 
Amongst the interesting documents and 
other items which GMRO received in 1992 
are postcards of Bowdon and Altrincham, 
c.1905 (Q222f), Midwives' Registers of 
Maureen Ibberson of Stretford and Manches
ter, 1 927-45; 1947-48 (A/MID/). 

Can You Help? 
C.N. Chester 
This �ent1eman prepared a report on the 
New Mills and Hayfield Gas Light Company 
in 1892 for the New Mills Local Board. The 
North West Gas Historical Society would 
like to know more about him. He does not 
appear in the membership lists of the Institu
tion of Gas Engineers for the period. If you 
have information on CN. Chester or would 
like to research the New Mills Company to 
see if his optimism was well-placed contact 
The Editor, Gaslight, the newsletter of the 
North West Gas Historical Society, David 
Loverseed, 48 Aowery Field, Woodsmoor, 
Stockport SK2 7ED. (Source: Gaslight, the 
newsletter of the North West Gas Historical 

Society) 

WilliJlm Gould Cole 
He was born in Dorchester in 1867 and was 
involved in a gasworks accident in c.1927. 
He was a clerk with the Dorchester Gas Co. 
Patricia Kyrk, of Boforsgaten 1 9, IV.123 46 
Farsta, Sweden, would like more informa
tion on him. (Source: Gaslight, the newsletter 
of the North West Gas Historical Society) 

Lyme Hall Grand Staircase Ceiling 
Appeal 
Lyme Hall, near Disley needs £170,000 to re
store its 250 year old moulded ceiling. The 
National Trust and Stockport Metropolitan 
Borough Council, who finance and manage 
the Hall, are asking organisations all over 
Britain if they would like to contribute to the 
appeal fund by buying one square inch of 
conservation work at £1.00 a time. The con
tributions would then by entered in an Ap
peals Book and placed in a time capsule in
side the restored ceiling. Certifcates recor
ding an organisation's purchase would be 
awarded. (Source: 5tockport Heritage Maga
zine) 

'FINEM RESPICE' AND THE BLACK 

HORSE 

This article is mainly concerned with the her
aldry displayed on four buildings associated 
with Lloyds Bank. but, in order to under
stand this heraldry, a brief history of a major 
private bank, namely that of Cunliffes 
Brooks and Company must be given. The 
origin of this latter bank was of the humblest 
but during a century involving three gener
ations of the Brooks family, all able and 
shrewd business men, it became the most 
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Derek G. Richbell 
important private bank in Manchester with a 
world-wide reputation and branches were 
established in London, Blackburn, Darwen, 
Altrincham- and Sale. In the early 1790s a 
William Brooks and a Roger Cunliffe were 
partners engaged in cotton manufacture in 
Blackburn and Whalley and like other manu
facturers of the time added a primitive bank
ing system to their ordinary business. The 
banking side developed into Cunliffe and 



Figure 1 

Company, Bankers of Blackburn; they as
sumed the title of 'bankers' and appear as 
such in local directories from 1815. Samuel 
Brooks (William's son) opened a branch of 
the Blackbum bank in Manchester in 1819 
and from this small beginning arose a large 
banking establishment owned by Samuel 
Brooks and later Sir WiIliam Cunliffe Brooks, 

Figure 2 
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of which the bank in King Street, Manchester 
became its head office and the parent bank at 

Blackburn a branch. Samuel, as a result of his 

business acumen bought a large tract of land 
just south of Manchester and named it Whal
ley Range after his native WhaIley. It was en
tered by a toll bar which became known as 
Brooks's Bar. In 1&56 Samuel Brooks, who 
believed money was like muck - not much 
use unless it was spread - also bought a vast 
area� of land in Baguley, Timperley, Hale, 
Ashton-on-Mersey, Sale, Partington and Car
rington from Lord Stamford but the gran
diose schemes for its development were only 
partly realised. Previously 1 1 2  acres in Sale 
Township had been purchased from the 6th 
Earl of Stamford in 1829 and 274 acres across 
in Ashton-on-Mersey from the 7th earl in 
1 852 Samuel died in 1864 and a stained glass 
window in St Mary's, WhaIley by Hardman 
and Company is to his memory, his grave
stone is also in the churchyard. Sir William 
Cunliffe Brooks who inherited the bank and 
Samuel's estate, had became a partner in 
1842 and the bank became known as Messrs. 
Cunliffes Brooks and Company's Bank or for 

Figure 3 



Figure 4 

brevity Brooks's Bank. 
Lloyds Bank was given its present title in 

1889, it was established in 1865 and first car
ried on business in Birmingham and the 
Midlands. In 1 884  it became Lloyds, Bametts 
and Bosanquets Bank Ltd, and during the 
period of bank amalgamations, mainly in the 
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Rgure 6 

early years of this century, Lloyds Bank ab
sorbed or united with many other banking 
corporations throughout the country. On 
1 7th July, 1900, it was announced that 
Lloyds, which had no local branches, had ab
sorbed Cunliffes Brooks and Company's 
Bank and this is the reason why today heral
dry relating to the Brooks family can be seen 
on present and former branches of Lloyds 
Bank. 

Figure 7 



Figure 8 

Sir William Cunliffe's opulent head 
branch in King Street, Manchester, into 
which the bank moved in 1847, eventually 
stretched from King Street through to 
Chancery Lane with the name 'Brooks Bank' 
in gold letters prominently displayed over 
the entrance. The main banking hall was de
molished about 1920 and the present Ship 
Canal House built on the site. However, the 
ornate offices built as a later extension to the 
rear of the bank still stand and on the coving 
above the entrance on the Brown Street 
Chancery Lane corner are Sir William Cun� 
liffe Brooks coat-of-arms, his monogram and 
the date 1 868 (Figure 1). 

The original Altrincham branch opened in 
1856, in an end-terraced house, No. 40 
Church Street, now demolished. Growth of 
business necessitated much larger premises 
and the move was made into the present im
posing Lloyds Bank building, Market Place 
in 1877 - one of the finest examples of Altrin
cham's Victorian architecture. It was de
signed by George Truefitt in the vernacular 
Cheshire half-timber style with its main 
banking hall flanked by two bank houses 
originally built for the manager and his as-

sistant. At the left-hand side of the fac;ade, 
carved in sandstone are the initials W.C.B. 
with the Brooks coat-of-arms beneath (Fig
ure 2). See also note 1 .  

The Broadheath branch has the date '1902' 
and 'Lloyds Bank Ltd' carved over the en
trance and in smaller lettering to one side 
'Formerly Cunliffes Brooks & Co.'. In the 
centre of the fac;ade is Sir William Cunliffe 
Broo�s'. armorial achievement (Figure 3), 
elsewhere two crests are carved. The shield 
of arms on the achievement contains a fun
damental error, the cross has been omitted 
and it seems inconceivable that such a mis
take could have occurred. The helmet also 
faces the wrong way. Sir William Cunliffe 
Brooks was a baronet and for a person of that 
rank, the helmet should be forward facing 
with an open visor. But what of the crests? 
The first (Figure 4) showing a demi-lion 
holding a harpoon is the Brooks crest; the 
second (Figure 5), a wheatsheaf pierced by a 
spear is not that of Brooks. However, whose 
it is can be resolved by looking at the Sale 
branch of Lloyds Bank. 

In the 1890s, Cunliffes Brooks and Co. oc
cupied premises at No. 20 School Road, Sale, 
but after the amalgamation Lloyds built the 
present bank at the corner of School Road 
and Tatton Road which like the Broadheath 
branch is dated 1902. Here on the fac;ade are 
five ovals, four of which are heraldic. The 
non-heraldic one simply states 'Founded 
1792'. This is the year Samuel Brooks was 
born, but presumably represents the year 
William Brooks and Roger Cunliffe started 
their banking system. The second (Figure 6) 
shows the coat-of-arms of Sir William Cun
liffe Brooks, the hand on a small shield next 
to the heraldic fountain indicating that he 
was a baronet; ermine spots on the cross 
have been omitted. Sir William was created a 

. baronet in 1886 and was M.P. for the Altrin
cham Division between 1886 and 1892; when 
he died on 9th June 1900 in Scotland without 
male issue, the baronetcy beCame extinct. 
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The third oval shows the Brooks crest as in 
Figure 4. The fourth shows a quartered coat 
(Figure 7) which are the arms of John Brooks 
Close-Brooks, a director of Brooks Bank, 
who married his cousin Emily Brooks and 
whose father, James Oose, had married 
Anne, second daughter of Samuel Brooks 
(see the family tree). The fifth (Figure 8) 
shows both the crests seen on the Broad
heath branch but here contained in the one 
oval, the wheat sheaf and spear crest repre
senting the Oose half of the Oose-Brooks 
surname. 

The problem arises why Brooks and 
Close-Brooks heraldry is found on the 
Broadheath and Sale branches, buildings 
both dated two years after the amalgamation 
and two years after Sir William's death. 
Quite likely it is in memory of the owner of 
this recently acquired famous and respected 
private bank. John Brooks Oose-Brooks no 
doubt became a manager or partner in 

Lloyds. Further research may elucidate this 
point. 

John Brooks Oose-Brooks, who died in 
March 1914, graduated at Trinity College, 
Cambridge and was a well known Cam
bridge oarsman. He lived at Birtles Hall, 
Chelford and was churchwarden of neigh
bouring St. Catherines Church where he is 
buried. His two sons, John Charles and Art
hur, were both killed in action in the First 
World War. In St. Michael's Church, Mac
c1esfield there is a window by Morris and 
Co. "in honoured memory of John Charles 
Close-Brooks, Lieutenant 1st Life Guards, 
killed in action at Zandvoorde, 1 st battle of 
Ypres 30 October 1914". Included in the win
dow are the quartered arms of Oose-Brooks 
and both crests. In All Saints Church, Great 
Glemham, Suffolk, is an heraldic memorial 
brass to Arthur Gose-Brooks M.C., who died 
of wounds 10th January 1917 in Mesopota
mia. 

The Brooks Family Tree 

W i l l i am  Cun l i f fe 

( 1 8 1 9 - 1 9 0 0 ) 

W i l l iam Brooks = Sarah Gre"ena l l  
( 1 7 6 2 - 1 8 4 6 )  

Samuel = Margaret H a l l  

( 17 9 2 - 1 8 6 4 )  

Jane 

Orrell 

Anne = James Close 

John Brooks Close 

2 c;'Iaughters 

( see note 2.)  
( 1 8 50 - 1 9 1 4 )  I 

a fter 1 8 8 9 , I 

John Anne 

Jones 

Emily Brooks 

John Brooks Close- Brooks * 

John Charles Close-Brooks 

( 1 8 7 6 - 1 9 1 4 )  

Arthur Close - B rooks 

( 1 8 8 4 - 1 9 1 7 ) 

("John Brooks Oose was granted by Royal Licence in 1889 the additional surname and coat�f-" 
arms of Brooks.) 
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The blazoning (heraldic description) of 
the Close-Brooks achievement is:-

Arms: Quarterly 1 and 4, argent 3 bars wavy 
azure a cross f10ry enninois, and in 
chief a fountain - for BROOKS 2 and 
3, vert a chevron argent between in 
chief two bezants each charged with 
a cross patee gules and in base a garb 
Or. A martlet on the chevron for 
difference - for CLOSE. 

Crests: 1 .  A demi-Iion rampant vert charged 
on the shoulder with a fountain 
and holding between the paws a 
harpoon -for BROOKS 

2. A garb Or pierced by a spear 
proper headed argent - for 
CLOSE. 

Motto: Finem respice (Consider the end). 

Notes 
1. Uoyds Bank has recently vacated the Market 
Place premises and the building is at present (De
cember 1992) for sale. On the original seal of the 
bank were the words " Brooks's Old Bank London 
Altrincham, B1ackburn and Manchester;. Truefit; 
had also designed the King Street extension. 
2. Other biographical details about Sir WilIiam 
Cunliffe Brooks:-

Baronet, Justice of the Peace for Manchester 
and Lancashire and Deputy Lieutenant for the 
counties of Lancaster and Aberdeen. M.P. for East 
Cheshire 1869-85. Resided at Barlow Hall, Chorl
ton (Now a goll clubhouse); 5 Grosvenor Square, 
London W, and Forest of Glen Tana, Aberdeen
shire. Educated at Rugby and at SI. John's College, 
Cambridge (B.A. Hons. 1 842). Called to the Bar 
(Inner Temple) 1847 and went on the Northern 
Circuit. Married firstly, 1 842, Jane Elizabeth, 
daughter of Ralph Orrell Esquire of Stockporl. She 
died at Barlow Hall in 1865 leaving two 
daughters:-
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a) Amy who married Charles, 11 th Marquis of 
Huntly; she died in 1920 leaving no issue. 
b) Edith who married firstly Lord Francis Ceci1, 
second son of the 3rd Marquis of Exeter and by 
him, had one son and three daughters. She mar
ried secondly Philip Francis Tillard and by him 
had one daughter. She died in 1923. 

Sir William married secondly in 1875, Jane, 
daughter of Sir David Davidson, but without 
issue. 
3. Sir �iUiam Cunliffe Brooks' coat-of-arms in 
stained glass can be secn in the west window of SI. 
Martins, Ashton-on-Mersey, St. John the Divine, 
Brooklands (behind the organ) and the staircase 
window in Sale Town Hall. 

An heraldic fountain is blazoned as a roundel 
barry wavy of six, argent and azure. Wavy bars i� 
a coat-of-arms are often an allusion to moving 
water and in the Brooks arms a play on the sur
name. It has been suggested that the heraldic foun
tain was a reference to the drinking foun tain dated 
1881 he erected at the corner of Moss Lane and 
Ashton Lane, Ashton-on-Mersey, but the . Brooks 
grant of arms was much earlier. 
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A BRIEF INSIGHT INTO MILITARY 
OBLIGATION IN ASHLEY IN THE 

FOURTEENTH CENTURY 

Two recent articles in AHS Journal (May and 
December 1992) have outlined the medieval 
social structure in Altrincham borough from 
documents of ADl348 in the John Rylands 
Library, Manchester. The documents also 
contain much material of a similar nature for 
Dunpam, Hale, Ashley, Toft, Acton, Bolling
ton, Carrington and Sale and other manors 
within what had been the barony of Dun
ham up to about 1342 when the last baron 
Hamo de Masci (VU is thought to have died. 
The study of Altrincham suggested there 
might have been a relationship between 
landholding and fourteenth century military 
adventures in Scotland and France, in that 
some ex-soldiers might have returned from 
service with the wherewithal to acquire 
property. This was undoubtedly more the 
case in respect of some of the captains of the 
time, the knights. 

There was no mention of obligations to 
furnish knights in the rentals for Altrincham 
in 1348 and readers will recall the obsession 
with pig-keeping which characterised the 
preface to the list of the duties of the 
Altrincham burgesses, but details of duties 
from other manors showed a different 
concern. The following extract and 
discussion does not deal with aspects of the 
ordina;y soldier, but with the contrasts 
between a particular lord of. the manor's and 
a knight's holdings and status. The Ashley 
statement reads: 

"Hamo de Asshe1ey holds a moiety of the 
township of Ashley, that is two bovates of 
land in demesne and in service of half of a 
knight's fee by rendering free service of one 
knight for eight days in the time of war at the 
town and castle of Cltester at his own expense 
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Don 8ay/iss 
and in return for paying 12d. annually, and 
for iiid, for stuth otherwise called shirref 
tothe. And he himself shall do suit of court 
'quindene in quindene' (fortnightly) by de
fault pending on judgement and if he shall 
default he will give 12d. for each default. And 
he himself and his tenants shall come to the 
View of Frankpledge once a year next the 
Feast of St. Michae1 with all the articles con
cerning his presentation to the Leet and with 
all the measures for trading there and cor- . 
rected if need be. Also he holds another 
moiety of the lordship of Cheadle in return 
for a penny and for rendering unto the lord 
of Dunham for that mOiety the rent or ser
vices accustomed from ancient times. And the 
same Hamo de Asshe1ey holds a parcel of 
land in Hale called Yarrolsbottom and seven 
acres of land in socage. And renders per 
annum among the free tenants of Hale iiiid. 
and 1 circlet of roses in return for all." 

At this time, Hamo was not a knight (he 
was not called 'milites' in documents) but 
was a small-scale land holder, a member of 
the lesser gentry and subservient to his over
lord, the magnate in power at Dunham, 
whoever he was by then (possibly Henry, 
Duke of Lancaster). Hamo's son was 
knighted later. 

The Norman name of Ashley's lord, 
Hamo, was common two hundred and fifty 
years after it first appeared in Domesday 
Book as the name of the holder of the barony 
of Dunham. The 1348 document records sev
eral local inhabitants called Hamo. Apart 
from tenuous distant kinship, legal or other
wise, perhaps the name of the erstwhile ba
rons of Dunham, the Hamos de Masci, was 
regarded as worthy of emulation, just as 
Winston was popular for some time after 
World War n. 



Dealing first with civil matters, Hamo de 
Assheley paid 12d. for his manor and iiid. 
annually towards customary payments 
called sherries stuth, collected for the sherrif 
of Chester from each hundred, in this case 
the hundred of Bucklow. Details of this 
charge are not known. He had to go to Dun
ham to do suit at the fortnightly court of his 
superior lord and pay 12d. if he failed to ap
pear, a bit steep as it equalled a year's rent of 
Ashley. Once a year at Michaelmas he and 
his free tenants had to attend the court leet at 
Dunham, where civil tasks were allocated to 
the more prominent inhabitants of the vast 
estates (there were no local authorities to do 
these tasks) and take part in the View of 
Frankpledge. In earlier times this had made 
men responsible for the behaviour of their 
neighbours, but by 1348 it was used as a 
method of raising money for the lord. Hamo 
would also have to act as a juryman at court, 
to try petty offences. 

Hamo de Assheley also held half of 
Cheadle for a penny, and some land in Hale, 
of which a part, seven acres, was held in soc
age, that is, without the obligation of military 
service. For the land in Hale he rendered to 
the magnate iiiid. a year and a 'circlet of 
roses', i.e. like the rent for Cheadle, a pepper
corn rent. 

Hamo owned a moiety (half) of the town
ship of Ashley from the lord of Dunham. 
This was assessed for two bovates (30 acres) 
of demesne, perhaps beneficially assessed 
because Hamo had the onus of providing a 
knight. The mobile mounted knight was the 
equivalent of a small tank today, and he and 
his horse, equipment, squire and associated 
troops were very expensive. Knight service 
was introduced by the Conqueror, and was 
ancient by 1348. The arrangement for sup
port of a knight reflected the local political 
and social organisation. There was no stand
ing army. When one was required it was 
mus�ered by a number of lords from their 
sub-tenants. Some of the lords would di-

1 1  

rectly lead their own men a s  a retinue into 
battle. Some men followed other particular 
leaders by indentures. Also contractors 
would raise additional troops for the earls of 
Chester. As time went on, mercenaries were 
used increasingly. 

A charter of 1288 restated that Hamo de 
Masci of Dunham (the fifth baron in line) '1 
had to find five knights for war service when 
required. It appears the holding of Hamo de 
Assheley's moiety of Ashley could only sup
port half a knight and this was reckoned to 
be one knight for eight days in war time. The 
normal service was for forty days in peace 
time. There are no other details of the other 
moiety of Ashley, nor Cheadle nor whether 
they were reckoned to be part of a knight's 
fee though it is noted Hamo held Cheadle for 
the "rent or services accustomed from 
ancient times", which may have been part
knight service. 

Hamo would not have to furnish the 
knight and his accoutrements directly. This 
had been the case in very early times but had 
long since been commuted to money dues 
called scutage until 1 327. By 1348 provision 
of one knight service was reckoned to be in 
the range of 20-40 shillings. 

There is no way of finding out who the 
knight was whom Hamo supported because 
that knight could be any one of the many 
paid by the exchequer at Chester, into which 
Hamo's contribution would be paid. Some of 
the famous knight families of the period 
were local - the Leghs of Baguley, the Mas
seys of Dunham (till 1342), the Masseys of 
TaUon, and, for example, Sir Thomas Dan
vers (or Danyers) of Over Tabley. Danvers 
also possessed part of the manor of Hale and 
many other properties. Sir Thomas's father 
had had twelve children, including six sons. 
Young Sir Thomas was the fourth son in 
pecking order. He achieved fame at Crecy in 
1346 under the Black Prince because when 
the Prince lost his standard, Thomas won it 
back and also captured the Chamberlain of 



France. As a result he was given the manor 
of Hanley in Macclesfield and an annuity of 
£20 a year. 

There is, however, an interesting coin
cidence in the Dunham rental of 1348. Fol
lowing the details of the Dunham and AI
trincham tenants, is a list of those of Hale. 
Near the end of the list of Hale free tenants 
the following entries occur: 

"Thomas Danvers, knight, holds a fourth part of the 
old viU of Hale cootaining ii messuages, xxi ii acres 
ofland; rent per ann 1111  s. 
The same Thomas holds i piece containing by esti· 
mate i carucate of land in Bradley in Hale; rent per 
ann xxs. 
Hamo of Ashley holds i piece called Yarralsboctom 
in socage; rent per ann iiiid. 
and i robe of weasel fur" 

As stated, Danvers not only held many 
manors but the scale of his holdings in Hale 
was enormous. For example, a carucate may 
have equalled 120 acres, and he also had an
other 23 acres. He must have been one of the 
largest land holders in the whole of the for
mer barony of Dunham. His holding in Hale 
was seven times that of the Assheleys in their 
moiety of Ashley (though they owned part 
of Cheadle also), yet Hamo de Assheley was 
expected to assist in furnishing such a 
knight. 

If this Sir Thomas is the one from Crccy, it 
appears one of the most famous knights of 
medieval Cheshire owned a lot of land in 
Hale. Whether he lived there at any time as 
lord of the manor is not yet known. That 
Danvers's name appears next to that of 
Hamo de Assheley's in the list of Hale ten
ants is only a remarkable coincidence and 
there can be little relationship between 
Hamo paying for knight service and the 
overlying name of the illustrious knight in 
that interesting juxtaposition in the Hale 
rental. 
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CAPTAIN SCOTT'S VISIT TO SEAMONS 
MOSS SCHOOL 

On 19th February, 1 910, during a national 
fund raising campaign by Captain Scott for 
the South Pole Expedition, he visited "Wood
leigh" (The Flats), in Bradgate Road, Bow
don, the residence of Mr W.H. Johnson. 
Whilst there, his host induced Captain Scott 
to address the boys of Seamon's Moss 
School. The headmaster, Mr T. Johnson, in
troduced the Commander to the boys and 
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Chris Hill 
forthwith Captain Scott spoke about the pr0-
posed Antarctic voyage. He was helped in 
his exposition by a chalk map of the South 
Polar region on a blackboard, which enabled 
him to indicate the route which his ship, the 
Terranova, was to take. The American expedi
tion was mentioned as contenders in the 
'dash' for the honour of being the first to the 
Pole and he concluded by saying, "I am sure 



all the boys here hope we shall get there be
fore the Americans do." The resulting mighty 
cheer which greeted this remark left no 
doubt in the mind as to the wishes of the 
school. The talk ended with the scholars 
singing two verses of the sea song, 'Ye 
mariners of England'. On being asked to 
leave a memento of his visit he drew a sketch 
of a Polar scene, with the Terranova and pen
guins on it, which was later framed and kept 
on display in the school. (Until the fifties, it 
was still on display: it is now in the library.) 
After posing for Mr Ingham, the Bowdon 
photographer, for a group photograph, Scott 
left for Manchester, on further fund raising 
visits. 

As a result of the visit, the boys of Sea
mon's Moss School canvassed the district for 
subscriptions to provide a complete pony 
and sledge unit for the expedition at a cost of 
£70. This consisted of the pony and harness 
at £23; sledge £5 12s 6d; sleeping bags Eh; 
tent and cooking outfit £15;. provisions and 
scientific instruments £20 7s 6d. The boys 
were successful in raising the money and 
such a unit was bought and inscribed 'AI
trincham'. In addition, the school were able 
to present the expedition with one of the 
Polar dogs, which was named 'Seamon'. (If 
dogs had replaced the ponies, Scott may 
have returned alive.) 

(P.S. Commenting as a chemist, another 
factor which is said to have contributed to 
the expedition's failure was that some of the 
food left in stock piles for the return journey 
from the Pole had been stored in tin-plated 
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cans. Tin is an element which can exist in 
two different forms, known as allotropas; the 
type used for steel plating is 'white tin', but 
below 13.2 degrees centigrade, the crystal 
structure changes to 'grey tin', which tends 
to be powdery. The tinned food was thus 
contaminated and unwholesome to eat, 
thereby reducing the stocks available for the 
returning team. I have tried to find confirma
tion of this information, which was a remem
bered aside from a chemistry lecture, but 
have not been able to do so. The veracity of 
this being a factor in the expedition's failure, 
or supposition put forward as a possibility 
afterwards, is not known. Even if true, this 
would have been a minor factor; the main 
problem being the use of ponies that could 
not withstand the cold.) 

(P.P.S. As well as the name of 'Altrin
cham' reaching the South Pole, another 
sledge inscribed 'Old ham' was also pro
vided by public subscription.) 

Obituary and Appreciation 

SALE'S HISTORY MAN - NORMAN SWAIN 

Norman Swain, who wrote A History of Sale, 
died on Saturday, 28th November, 1992, 
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Alan Morrison 
Ashton and Sale History Society 

aged sixty-five. 
Norman had suffered from cancer for 



many years, at one time doubted that he 
would be able to complete his book, which 
was published in 1987 by Sigma Press. 

But apart from those closest to him, no 
one knew how ill he was. He was still work
ing on research up to two months ago, when 
he was finally made housebound. Even 
major surgery in February 1992 would not 
stop him from his endeavours to discover 
more about Sale and its people. 

It may come as a surprise to many that 
Norman was actually born in Gorse Hill, 
Stretford, the second child of Ceorge and 
Annie Swain. The family moved to Sale in 
1937 and owned a fish and chip shop in Sale 
Moor. 

He was employed as an electrical fitter at 
GEC or Metro Vickers as it was when he 
began his apprenticeship in 1942, and he 
worked on the shop floor still his early retire
ment in 1986. There was a break of three 
years for national service, which was spent 
in Palestine. It was after this that he met and 

. married his wife Avril, who was to support 
and help him with his interest in history, 
proof reading and getting books for him 
from the library. 

As with many people of his generation, 
Norman had not the opportunity of gaining 
academic qualifications, and this had an ef
fect upon him - to be as factually correct as 
was possible. 

In the 1960s he would take his son Ian to 
football matches, like any other dad, but, un
like most dads, he also took him to Che
tham's Library in Manchester, where he 
would give Ian an interesting book to read, 
whilst he pursued his own �arch. 

Norman was no ordinary man and had al
ways been an independent thinker. It was 
about this time that Norman began to write 
articles on local history and submit them to 
the Sale Guardian. He also joined the Lanca
shire and Cheshire Antiquarian Society, and 
for a while was the treasurer of that society. 
The old Sale Borough Council approached 

Norman to act as their local historian, and 
asked him to write a short history of Sale for 
the borough guide book entitled Introductioll 
to the History of Sale. This he completed in Fe-

-; bruary 1964 "for the benefit of students and 
other interested persons". To produce this 
"First History", he had to do much original 
research and collect as much information as 
possible. But even after the history was pub
lished he continued to collect more and more 
information, and deposited much of this 
with Sale Library. 

It was after he was forced to retire that he 
was able to write his second book A History 
of Sale, published by Sigma Press of Wilm
slow. Unfortunately now out of print (but I 
believe the publishers, Sigma Press, are con- . 
sidering a second edition), it is still available 
in the local library. This book cannot fail to 
impress the reader with its variety of content 
and the interesting way in which the history 
has been presented. 

The book has also been the catalyst for 
many people to further their knowledge of 
the history of Sale. Norman would help any
one who wanted to know more about the 
area. He told me one story of a girl student 
who, in the 19605, would ride up to Nor
man's house on a motor bike, which was 
quite unusual for a girl at that time. She had 
asked Norman for help with her dissertation 
and, of course, he obliged. 

On another occasion, he supplied an old 
photograph of his favourite pub to the land
lord. This was framed and put on the wall 
where it hangs to this day. 

A man who had hardly had a day off in 
forty-five years, going to work even when he 
was ill, Norman did not accept retirement 

. 
lightly. But he utilised this enforced leisure 
time to complete his book, something which 
has given interest to thousands of local 
people, and will continue to do so for many 
years. 
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He will be greatly missed by his family 
and friends, and by the many people in Sale 



whom he would meet on his walks, always 
cheerful and pleasant, despite his condition. 
This 'ordinary man' has left behind not only 

memories of himself, but also the memories 
of the area in which he lived. 

BOOK REVIEWS 
Discovering Cheshire by Ron and Mar
lene Freethy 
John Donaldson Publishers Ltd 
Paperback, 1 63pp, illustrations, 1 maps, 
£7.50. ISBN 0 85976 339 o. 
This is a pleasant book, enthusiastically writ
ten, plentifully illustrated, easy to read and 
easy to handle. This last is important as it is 
also intended as a guide. The authors are in 
the tradition of those who have written 
about Cheshire in the past, being naturalists 
as well as historians. I read the natural his
tory sections with unalloyed pleasure, while 
taking it for granted that what was in them 
was factually correct, as I am no authority on 
such matters. As to the purely historical sec
tions, however, I feel bound to warn readers 
of a history society's journal that, although a 
vast amount of interesting information is 
poured out, there is imbedded in it a good 
deal that is questionable. There seems to 
have been little critical examination of what 
has been set down. 

Here are a few examples of errors of fact. 
Macclesfield was never called Hameston 
(p.92). This was the name given in Domes
day Book to the hundred which comprised 
the north-eastem area of the county. Later it 
was changed to Macclesfield, the name of the 
most important town in it. The famous duel 
over the Gawsworth property between Lord 
Mohun and the Duke of Hamilton, in which 
both combatants were slain, did not take 
place at the Hall (p.153) but in Hyde Park. 
Queen Anne's distress over the incident, 
which is mentioned, was because as mem
bers of her court they were known to her. 
Anne Boleyn's connection with Cheshire 
(p.98�, if it existed at all, was very remote. 

Undoubtedly there was at Wilmslow a lord
ship called le Bolyn, so called because the 
River Bollin ran through it, but its lords bore 
the well-known names of Fytton, Venables 
and Booth. New Brighton was not one of 'the 
small ports and fishing villages' existing in 
the Wirral before 1 750 (p.35). With a name 
like that how could it have been? It was a 
seaside resort created for the people of Liver
pool by one of their businessmen, after the 
coming of the steam ferries in the 1830s had 
made crossing the Mersey safe and easy. 
This is correctly recounted a few pages fur
ther on. 

Among more general statement which are 
also incorrect, the Huguenots were not 
driven from France at the end of the eight
eenth century (p.95), which would have been 
in the middle of the French Revolution, but a 
hundred years earlier when Louis XN 
revoked the Edict of Nantes under which his 
grandfather had granted them toleration. 
Nantwich did not regain its position as Che
shire's largest salt producing town until the 
middle of the nineteenth century (p.63). It 
had lost it by the end of the seventeenth be
cause, among other things, it had none of the 
newly discovered rock salt, the exploitation 
of which was to dominate the Cheshire salt 
trade for the next hundred years. 
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There is also from time to time a .regret
table tendency to let folk myth take· over 
from accredited facts. The numerous refer
ences to the Civil War are plagued by the 
ghost of Oliver Cromwell, who never got 
nearer to Cheshire than York or Coventry 
during the Great Civil War and did not com
mand any of the troops that operated within 
it. The Roundhead soldiers who won the 



battle of Nantwich and subsequently cap
tured Chester would have been nonplused to 
hear themselves referred to as Cromwellians. 
The dominant 'character' at Gawsworth HaIl 
is alleged to be Shakespeare's Dark Lady of 
the Sonnets (p.153), although Mary Fytton's 
identification with her is by no means 
proven and Mary's connection with the HaIl 
must have been very shadowy after she left 
for the court. It is not as though there was 
not enough authentic history attached to 
Gawsworth. Besides the afore-mentioned 
duel, there was the mis-spent youth of Sir 
Edward Fytton, redeemed by his gallant 
support of the King during the Civil war; 
also the somewhat treasonable presence 
there of the Duke of Monmouth in 1683, here 
passed over as only 'suggested', despite the 
vivid contemporary descriptions of it. 

Apart from a page or so on Warrington 
and Widnes, the authors stick to Cheshire as 
it was (in their own words) 'snug within its 
1974 boundaries'. This is admirable and they 
give an almost unanswerable reason for so 
doing: 'this was where its character was 
formed'. They provide a great deal of infor
mation about places that can be visited, their 
times of opening and facilities, and this is in
valuable because many more houses are 
open for inspection than there were twenty 
years ago and there has been a proliferation 
of theme parks and visitable nature reserves. 
Yet those ignorant of the county who use the 
book as a guide may be somewhat confused 
the erratic manner in which the authors 
move about it. Sometimes they choose to de
scribe a region, sometimes a town and its en
virons, sometimes the course of a river or a 
canal. They have a tendenCy to jump from 
one area to another. In one instance two con
secutive paragraphs talk about Marbury 
(p.16). Strangers to the county would have to 
reread these very closely before they grasped 
that two quite different Marburys are in
volved, one on the Shropshire border and 
the other twenty miles away in the centre of 

Cheshire. The map which is provided does 
not compensate for this. It has no roads on it 
except the motorways, no rivers except the 
Weaver and a short stretch of the Dee and no 
canals, although one whole chapter is 
devoted to the Bollin and another to the 
county's canals. 

There must be a final grumble about the 
lists for further reading at the end of the 
book, although it is certainly a bonus that 
one is provided. This one is far too short, 
however, and leaves out several major 
works. The Cheshire Community County is 
probably the most important body in the 
county concerned with its history. Yet none �'. 
of its publications, neither the historical atlas " 
nor the bibliography nor any of the eleven i 
volumes on the county's history are given . . \ . . 
Much space in the book is devoted to build
ings, especially churches, yet the standard 
works on these, Pevsner and Hubbard's Che-
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shire in the Buildings of England series and 
Raymond Richards' Old Cheshire Churches 
are omitted. 

Yet when all this has been said, Discover
ing Cheshire remains a lively and useful book 
and may well prove popular. It is simply a 
pity that more time could not have been 
spared to make it a better one. 

R.N. Dore 

Discovering Inland Lancashire by Ron 
and MarJene Freethy 
John Donaldson Publishers Ltd 
1 9cm, paperback, 1 66pp, il lustrations, 
£7.50. ISBN 0 85976 336 6. 
These authors have produced a number of 
publications on discovering many areas of 
the British Isles. In this particular book, they 
have researched this part of Lancashire thor
oughly and they are most enthusiastic in 
their view. 

This book begins with the history of lan
cashire before the development of ind ustry 
in much of the area. The livelihood of the in- � , 
habitants were similar to those of the people t '. 



if Yorkshire, i.e. sheep rearing and wool 
weaving in isolated farmsteads and cottages. 
With the building of factories and mills, and 
related industries, the countryfolk were at
tracted to the areas by the employment op
portunities. Over the decades many mil
lowners also built houses for the workers. 
Small hamlets became busy towns, the many 
different job opportunities created by indus
trialisation led to much prosperity. How
ever, by the nineteen sixties and nineteen 
seventies the markets for Lancashire goods 
had declined. This led to many closures of 
mills and factories. A general state of dilapi
dation gave a depressing aspect to much of 
the region. The workforce were unemployed 
and bitter, but by the nineteen eighties and 
early nineteen nineties things began to 
change. An interest had been kindled in in
dustrial archaeology. The increased mobility 
of the population, both by car and coach, 
meant tourism started to discover the many 
small towns that had historical connections. 
The old derelict buildings were, in some in
stances, converted into industrial museums. 
Craft centres, and canal cruises, steam and 
vintage car rallies, all proved to be the 
venues of attraction. 

This book details many places to visit, and 
would be an invaluable guide to people 
travelling to this part of Lancashire and I rec
ommend it highly. 

8arbara Nevell 

Cotton Mills in Greater Manchester by 
Mike Williams with D.A. Farnie 
Carnegie Publishing Ltd, 1 8  Maynard 
Street, Preston PR2 2AL 
28cm, paperback, 21 2pp, 231 
illustrations, maps and diagrams, 2 
tables, £14.95. ISBN 0 948789 89 1 .  
This book is a report of a survey carried out 
over seven years, to identify and record the 
remains of the textile industry. Sponsored 
jointly by the Greater Manchester Archaeo
logical Unit and the Royal Commission on 

the Historical Monuments of England. This 
survey compliments similar projects in York
shire and East Cheshire, which together rec
ord the crisis faced by an old, but important 
class of industrial monument during the 
present period of rapid economic change. 

The survey area being the flood plain of 
the Mersey and also being open to the 
nearby coast with its prevailing moist winds, 
has a humid climate which gave strength to 
the cotton thread, making it easier and 
cheaper to spin. At the beginning of the In
dustrial Revolution, the area had water 
power and coal for steam power. The Bridge
water canal had been completed by 1 776, 
linking Manchester with the major port of 
Liverpool, providing an outlet to world mar
kets. All these factors helped promote the 
existing rustic textile industry and because 
Manchester was free from restrictive Guilds, 
the area became one of major textile produc
tion. 

Greater Manchester, one of the birthplaces 
of the Industrial Revolution, has for the last 
two centuries, had its landscape peppered 
with over 2,400 mills and finishing works, 
many built on a huge scale to supply an in
ternational market. The size of these build
ings has presented a problem for alternative 
use, resulting in less than half of them sur
viving. 

1 7  

Mills were run on very organised systems, 
machinery being located so as to allow least 
waste of time and effort in moving process 
materials from one step of production to the 
next. Two spinning processes were in use, 
each determining the internal layout and, 
roughly, the external appearance of the 
mills. One process was Arkwright's patented 
spinning water frame, used only on a rela
tively large scale, in powered factories, giv
ing high output and operated by unskilled 
workers. The alternative process yielding a 
finer, yet stronger, fabric, was based on Sa
muel Crompton's spinning mule. The design 
was not covered by patent and was therefore 



open to improvements. It was made semi
automatic in 1830, allowing its size to be in
creased considerably. It did, however, re
quire skilled, strong operatives to attend it 
and could only work intermittently, produc
ing 1 .5 metre lengths. Nevertheless, it was 
more popular and widely used than the 
water frame. 

Thus the design of mills, dependent on 
which process was being used, were very 
similar, so as to achieve maximum efficiency. 
Their geographical location was governed by 
the original power source. Mills then, are a 
distinctive and clearly defined class of build
ing. Their architectural character being 
partly due to the building craftsmen, partly 
to the whims of the mill owners who had 
certain embellishments added, and thirdly, 
to the Manchester architects who became 
adept in mill design and construction. It is 
interesting to note that a mill could be built 
in four months, although the normal length 
of time was a year, or more. This could only 
be achieved in an area where the building of 
cotton mills was the speciality of many 
trades and professions. Indeed, in some 
trades, Manchester men were nationally pre
eminent; millwrights for example, who were 
experts in the transmission of power to ma
chines. 

The book covers the period 1770-1930, 
during which, for 150 years, mill design and 
production continued to develop. In 1871, 
production was a third of world consump
tion and reached a peak in 1 926. Eventually, 
however, Manchester lost its innovative ad
vantage and economic considerations re
sulted in the cotton industry transferring to 
the Far East. So, from 1930: a rapid decline 
set in and production turned to the new 
science of synthetic fibres. It was in the labor
atories. of Calico Printer- s Broad Oak works 
at Accrington, (outside the area of the sur
vey), that in 1941, as the result of a "Manhat
tan" style research programme, 'Terylene" 
was discovered. This was in response to du 

Pont's chance find in 1928, in the U.S.A., of 
"Nylon". From then on, various new fibres 
were invented, restimu\ating a flagging tex
tile industry. The Great Age of King Cotton 
passed, but the new technology did make 
use of some of the mills, saving them from 
demolition. 

The book is lavishly illustrated, with a 
large gazetteer, listing well over a thousand 
surviving mills. A large section of the book is 
devoted to the case studies of thirty-five se
lected mills. This record could well stimulate 
the interest of a wider public to these build
ings and in some way, even influence the fu
ture of some. The back cover has a Lowry 
painting, a milltown, with the mill dominat
ing the scene. For those living outside mill- _ 

towns, poSSibly their only contact with mills 
is to notice them whilst passing in a car, 
usually at high level; the mills standing in 
valley bottoms, industrial dinosaurs await
ing a kiss of life, sentiment will not save 
them. For members of this Society, the book 
will provide a background to the lives of 
some of the cotton moguls who chose to live 
in, spend some of their wealth in, and in
fluence the character of, the local area. For 
others who have been involved with the tex
tile industry, this book is recommended as a 
fascinating read. 

Chris Hill 

A/port, Cho/monde/ey and Dod for the 
King: Ma/pas during the Civil Wars by 
David Hayns 
Self-publisher, Stoke Cottage, Church 
Street, Malpas SY1 4 8PD. 
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21 cm, paperback, 20pp, 10 illustrations, 
£1 .50. ISBN 0 9520548 0 9. 
David Hayns is a much respected, hard 
working local historian. This booklet has 
been adapted from talks given in 1992 to 
mark the 350th anniversary of the English 
Civil Wars in and around Malpas. 

The booklet begins by giving a brief re
sume of the background to the Civil Wars, 



with reference to Cheshire. Then the Civil 
Wars around Malpas is detailed. 

Malpas, in south Cheshire, was, as far as 
the inhabitants of it and the surrounding 
area were concerned, too close to the 
Royalist garrisons of Beeston Castle and 
Holt, and the Nantwich, the Parliamentarian 
headquarters in Cheshire. They suffered 
raids from the latter (who also took prisoners 
and took salt pans away from the Royalist 
controlled Dirtwich) and were forced to sUJr 
ply food to the former, especially the Beeston 
garrison. Food, which could be ill-spared -
' ... your garrison hath been weekly supplied 
from us as long as we had any provision . .. 
we have not subsistence left us'. 

The First Civil War in Cheshire was being 
fought all around Malpas but the main Civil 
War armies also fought close to the town. 
When Marmaduke Langdale's Royalist 
Northern Horse were camped around 
Malpas in late August 1644, following Prince 
Rupert's defeat at Marston Moor, Yorkshire, 
the month before and his retreat to Chester, 
Brereton led an attack on the town. Lang
dale, having intelligence of his approach, 
met him at Old castle Heath, one mile south 
of Malpas. Brereton had only 900 men with 
him as against Langdale's 2,500 mainly ca
valry, but still he managed to defeat the 
Royalists, possibly because of his superior 
knowledge of the area and because his 
troops were used to fighting in lanes and 
fields bounded by hedges by this time. Lang
dale's Horse needed space to operate suc
cessfully, which is why they decamped to 
Old castle Heath. Even so, they were pushed 
back into the town. 

In amongst all the stories of skirmishes, 
David Hayns has time to tell of a bit of 
match-making between a Cheshire Royalist 
squire, Richard Alport of Overton Hall, near 
Malpas, and Susan, daughter of Sir Edmund 
Vemey, Knight Marshal to King Charles 1 
and who died at the Battle of Edgehill in 
1612. They met whilst Richard was im-

prisoned for debts in London after his estates 
had been sequestered (probably by the local 
agents of a native of this area, Henry Cock
son of Northenden, Solicitor for Sequestra
tions in Cheshire). They married whilst Ri
chard was still in prison in 1646 but did not 
return to Cheshire until June 1648, when 
Susan found only a ruin of a hall. '1 can not 
brag that 1 am likely to tarry here.' Susan 
di� three years later, after the birth of a 
third stillborn child. 

There are a couple of minor mistakes in 
the text. David Hayns calls Sir William 
Brereton, Parliamentarian commander-in
chief of the troops in Cheshire, Lancashire 
and Staffordshire, 'Colonel' and not 
'General' as he then was. A little remiss of 
him since he lists in the sources The Letter 
Books of Sir Will�m Brereton, the two volumes 
of which were edited by the expert on Che
shire in the Civil Wars, and General Sir Wil
liam in particular, our president, Norman 
Dore. He also calls Norman Tucker 'Martin' 
in the text and 'Norman' in the sources. 
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This is not a work for the serious Civil 
War military history enthusiast since there is 
no great detail of skirmishes or battles 
fought, but as a quick sketch of the Wars 
around Malpas it is excellent and will please 
many local historians and other interested 
folk. 

JiII Groves 

The Training of World War Two Secret 
Agents in Cheshire by John Chartres 
Bowdon History Society, clo Mrs Norah 
Revans, 8 Higher Downs, Altrincham, 
Cheshire WA14 2QL. 
21cm, paperback, 32pp, 2 i l lustrations 
(lan Fenwick), £1 .75 (including p&p). 
ISBN 0 95188 1 3  0 2. 
This small book is of much general and local 
interest. Firstly, it gives the reader valuable 
information as to where and how these 
brave people were trained. It is obvious that 
a great amount of research has been done. 



We are reminded that famous people such as 
Odette Churchill G.c. and the late Violette 
S2ABO G.c. were trained here. However, it 
is not generally known that the U.S.A. was 
being given the benefits of British experience 
in the training of their agents before that 
country had entered the war. The film star 
Sterling Hayden, husband of Madeleine Car
roll, was one of them. 

Secondly, the book is particularly interes
ting to people of the Altrincham area when 
local houses and local people are mentioned. 
Dunham House, York House (Timperley) 
and Fulshaw Hall (Wilmslow) were used by 
the agents. They talked about "going up the 
hill" (to the Griffin or the Stamford Arms) or 
they might choose to go "down the hill" (to 
the Swan with Two Nicks) to unwind, the 
Americans having been told not to speak, for 
obvious reasons. Ken Greenwood, who re
tired from business very recently, was "used 

as a guinea-pig" for the S.a.E. agents to 
shoot at night in Dunham Park. The barber 
at Wootams (Frank Dutton M.M.), Stamford 
New Road, changed the appearance of the 
agents when required. 

There are cartoons of parachutists in train
ing from Fulshaw Hall drawn by an un
known artist. The author's note tells us that it 
has just been discovered that he was in fact 
Ian Fenwick (of Merl Only, then a most re
spectable magazine) who went to Ringway 
and Fulshaw Hall for training - sadly he was 
killed in France in July 1 944. 

The book is well worth buying by the 
general reader interested in the Second 
World War. It is also eminently worthy of a . 
place on the bookshelves of those interested 
in the Altrincham area. 

. 

Ron Higginboftom 

Local Events Summer/Autumn 1993 

Manchester Metropolitan University 
Mane/rester Docks to Salford Quays 

Saturday, 8th May, 9.30am-4.45pm 
Fee: £7.50 

Illustrated lectures in the morning, walking 
the docks and Salford Quays in the after

noon. 
Contact Derek Brumhead, Gay ton, Laneside 

Road, New Mills SK12 4LU 

Grosvenor Museum, Chester 
Exhibition 

Handbridge in Camera 
7th March�th June 
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South Cheshire Family History Society 
First Annual Conferellce 

Saturday, 16th October, 1 993 
Crewe, Cheshire 

More information available from the Con
ference Organiser, SCFHS, 208 Brad ford 

Street, Crewe, Cheshire CW2 6JL. 
This conference is being organised to raise 

funds for a South Cheshire Research Centre 
which will be for local historians as well as 
family historians. A book fair and displays 

by other societies are also planned. 



Other Local History Society Programmes 
Please, if you belong to another history s0-
ciety as well the Altrincham History Society, 
could you let the Editor have a copy of their 
meetings programme for 1 993. 

The Editor thanks Bowdon History S0-
ciety, Manchester Heraldry Society, North 
West Gas Historical Society and Ashton and 
Sale History Society for notice of their meet-
ings. 

Ashton-on-Mersey and Sale History So
ciety (ASHES) 
Meets at 7.30pm Ashfield House (ex-Sale 
Adult Centre), on the corner of Ashfield 
Road and Claremont Road, on the first Mon
day of every month. 
Chairman: Alan Morrison, 93 Park Road, 
Sale. 
Subs: £5.00 
Publications: ASHES Newsletter, published 
twice a year in April and October. 

Bowdon History Society 
Meets at the Church Hall of the Bowdon 
Downs Upper Room Church (entered from 
Bowdon Road at the rear of the church), 
8.00pm. 
Secretary: Mrs Nora Revans, Honorary Sec
retary, 8 Higher Downs, Altrincham, Che
shire WA14 2QL. 
Subs: £2.00 a year; visitors £0.75 per meeting 
Publications: The Bowdon Sheaf, published 
twice a year in March and October. 

Family History of Cheshire, Altrincham 
Group 
Meets at Altrincham Library on the second 
Tuesday of each month between September 
and July, at 7.30pm. The Altrincham Group 
have a bookstall at each monthly meeting 

and orders for other publications can be 
made. 

For more information contact the Group 
Leader Mr. R. Davies, 8 Warburton Drive, 
Bale Barns, Altrincham, or the Secretary, 
Mrs. J. Jones, 69 Derbyshire Road, South, 
Sale. 

Hale Civic Society 
Meets on Wednesdays at 7.45pm at Hale Li
brary, Leigh Road, Hale. 

Manchester Heraldry Society 
Meets at the Library of the Manchester and 
Lancashire Family History Society at Clay
ton House, 59 Piccadilly, Manchester M1, 
from 7.00pm to 9.00pm. Non-members very 
welcome. If you are interested in the Society, 
contact David Butterworth, 8b Beatrice 
Road, Worsley, Manchester M28 4TN. 

North West Gas Historical Society 
Not all dates and locations known, so where 
interested contact the Secretary, Sheila Hes
keth, British Gas plc, Could Street, Manches
ter M4 4DJ. 
April 1993, 'The First Twenty Years of the 
North Western Gas Board'. 
May 1993, talk by Douglas Farnie, the expert 
on the history of the Manchester Ship Canal. 
June 1993, possible trip to Ellesmere Port 
Boat Museum. 

Railway and Canal Historical Society, 
North West Group 
Meets at 2.15pm on Saturdays at the British 
Railways Staff Association Club, Manchester 
Victoria Station (opposite the Long Millgate 
frontage of Victoria Station). 

LOCAL BOOKS 
Greetings from Manchester: A Nostalgic Trip 
Around the Outskirts of Manchester in Picture 
Postcards by Cliff Hayes, Print wise Publications. 
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22cm, paperback, 96pp, 92 illustrations, £4.95. 
ISBN 1 872226 39 6. 



Recollections of Salford: Articles About Salford 
Written by Members and Friends of the Local Hilr 
tory Society by Salford Local History Society, 
Printwlse Publications. 22cm, paperbaclc, 
120pp, £4.95. ISBN 1 872226 63 9. 

Tameside Before 1066 by Mike Nevell, Tameslde 
Metropolitan Council: Tameslde Leisure Ser
vices, Tameside Local Studies Library, Staly
bridge Library, Trinity Street, Stalybridge SK15 
2BN. 29cm, paperback. ixpp, 129pp, 25 illustra
tions, 8 tables, 28 maps, History and Archaeo
logy Series, £9.95. ISBN 1 871324 076. 

Old Ordnance Survey Maps ofumcashire 
Didsbury (Palatine Road). Alan Godfrey, 12 The 
Off Quay Building, Foundry Lane, Ousebum, 
Newcastle NE6 lLH. 22cm, folded paperback, 
facsImile of 1904 edition, £1.75. ISBN 0 8SOS4 
524 2. 

Memories of Village Life: A Memorial to Derek Pilk
ington by Christopher Aspin and John Slmpson, 
Helmshore Local HIStory Society, 4 East Street, 
Helmshore, Rossendale BB4 4JT. 21 cm, 36pp, 18 
illustrations, £1.95. ISBN 0 906881 064. 

Yesterday's Wirral. More of Birkenhead, Oxton and 
Prenton Including Bidston and Upton by Ian and 
MarUyn Boumphrey (self-publishers, The 
Nook. Acrefleld Road, Prenton, Blrkenhead L42 
8LD. 29cm, paperbaclc, 64pp, 120 illustrations, 
£4.95. ISBN 0 9507255 79. 

Lord Crawford's Other Acre: Mining and Method
ism in a LAncashire Village by Frederick Hughes 
Naylor, edited by Gladys Bryan, Seymour Pub
lishing, 22 Hidges Street, Wlgan WN6 7JB. 
21cm, paperback, 74pp, 26 illustrations, £2.95. 
ISBN 0 95201 10 0 X. 

History of Cheshire by John Burgess, John Bur
gess Publications. 29cm, paperback, l00pp, 10 
illustrations, £15.00. ISBN 1 85562 0774. 

Stockport in the Mid-Seventeenth Century edited 
byShlrley Mckenna and Cathy Nunn,Stockport 
Historical Society, clo Mrs S. McKenna, 34 .  
Edale Close, Hazel Grove, Stockport SK7 6JZ. 
AS, paperback, 78pp, £3.30 (plus SOp p&p). 
ISBN unknown. 

Magazines 
Archives and Local Studies Newsletter, Issue I, from Bowdon History Society, clo Mrs Norah 
Autumn 1992. A4, 4pp, FREE, 2 issues a year. Revans, 8 Higher Downs, Altrincham, Cheshire 
Available from Cheshire County Record Office, WAI42QL. 
Duke Street, ChesterCHI 1RL. Articles in No.20 include: 'Rose Hill School'; 

This is the latest newsletter to come out of 'Gerard Manley Hopkins' Bowdon Friend'; 
Chester, joining as it does the now well estab- 'Fourteenth Century Feuds in Bowdon'; and 
lished Chester Local History News of Chester Rec- 'Marriage and Divorce in Early 19th Century 
ord Office and Libraries and the more junior Bowdon'. 
newsletter of the Cheshire Archaeological Unit, Articles in No.21 include: 'The Booths and 
based at the Grosvenor Museum, Chester. the Tippings, part 1'; 'The Design Model for 
They're all very useful and they're all FREE! Bowdon Wesleyan Church'; 'Highway Rob-
Support these publications while you can. In beries at Bowdon'. 
the current local authority financial climate they 
might not be around for much longer. 

Like many of this type of ne�sletter, Archives 
and Local Studies packs a lot into a small space. 
Items include: 'Charter of Edward Prince of 
Wales, 12 October 1459'; 'Bishop's Wrath at 
Darnhall'; 'Tracing Your Family Tree?'; 'The 
Smallest Map of Cheshire'; 'The Morrey Mur
der'; 'Census Transformed'; 'John Bradshawe 
and the Original 'Hardhat'. 

Bowdon Sheaf, the journal of the Bowdon History 
Society, Nos.20 and 21, October 1992 and Fe
bruary 1993. A5, 8pp, £0.40 per issue. Available 
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Cheshire History, No.30, Autumn 1992. 24cm, 
33pp, £7.00 for 2 issues a year. Available from 
Cheshire Community Council, 96 Lower Bridge 
Street,ChesterCH1 1RU. 

Articles include: 'Or Phillip Dodd: An Ap
preciation'; 'Vale Royal Estate, 1616: Part One'; 
'Chester Cathedral'; 'Shipbuilding at North
wich: Part One'; 'A City War Memorial'; 'Tudor 
House, Chester'; 'South Cheshire Landowners 
and Education'. 

Chester Archaeological Service Newsletter, Sum
mer and Autumn 1992. A4, 4pp, 4 issues a year, 



FREE. Available from Ms Gillian Dunn, Chester 
Archaeological Service, The Grosvenor Mu
seum, 27 GrosvenorStreet, Chester CHI 200. 

This newsletter Is full of items and news 
about archaeology in and around Chester and 
most of west Cheshire. The Summer Newsletter 
includes items on the Minerva Shrine in Edgar's 
Field, Handbridge, landscape archaeology and 
two evaluation digs at Chester Royal Infirmary 
and the Queen's School, Chester. The Autumn 
Newsletter includes Items on the Congleton 
Coin Hoards, an Archaeological Statement on 
Chester and district, human burials under the 
floor of St. Nicholas's Chapel, Chester. 

Chester Local History News, Winter 1992. A4, 
4pp, FREE. Available from Chester City Record 
Office, Town Hall, Chester CHI 2HJ. 

News items on: 'Shopping Memories'; 'Mer
chants' Papers found in Bridge Street!'; 'Chester 
Society for Landscape History'. 

Gaslight, the newsletter of the North West Gas 
Historical Society, Issues Nos.16, 17 and 18, No
vember and December 1992, and January 1993. 
A4, 6pp, 4pp and 4pp respectively, price un
known. Available from Sheila Hesketh, Secre
tary, British Gas plc, Could Street, Manchester 
M4 40J. 

Items in Issue No.16 include: 'Cymdeithas 
Hanesyddol Nwy Cymru - The Wales Gas His
torical Society'; Thomas Charles Webb 0845-
1926) and the Staines and Egham Gas Com
pany'; 'North West Gasmen in Wales in 1851' 
and 'Humphreys Gas Water-pump, 1909'. 

Items in Issue No. 1 7  include: 'More on Hum
phrey's Gas Water-pump'; 'Thomas Charles 
Webb 0 845-1 926) and the Staines &: Egham Gas 
Company: Part 2'. 

Items in Issue No.18 Include: '1865 Hand
spike'; 'A Profitable Venture at New Mills?' 
'Early Gas Engines'; 

, 
Altrincham Gas Com

pany Lorry - 1923'. 
The Society welcomes articles or other items 

of gas-historical interest for Gaslight. If you have 
any contact the Editor, Da vid Loverseed, 48 
Flowery Field, Woodsmoor, Stockport SK2 
7ED. 
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Greater Manchester Courier, No.35, Novem
ber/December 1992. A4, 4pp, 6 issues a year, 
£1.75 to cover postage. Available from Greater 
Manchester Record Office, 56 Marshall Street, 
New Cross, Manchester M4 5FU. 

News items and list of accessions March to 
November 1992. 

Past Forward, the newsletter of Wigan Heritage 
Service, Issue No.3, Autumn 1992. A4, 16pp, 2 
issues a year, FREE (this issue is free, but the 
Wigan Heritage Service is obviously finding it 
hard Jo produce such a high quality newsletter 
for free in these cash strap times so they are 
asking for donations). Available from The He
ritages Services Manager, Editor, Past Forward, 
department of Leisure, TrencherfieLd Mill, 
Wigan WN3 4EF. 

Articles include: 'News from the Archives'; 
'William Pink: Leigh Librarian and Amateur 
Genealogist'; 'Wartime Recollections'; 'Once a 
Brewery Town'; 'History Shop News'; Letters; 
'Cattle Opened up Vast Areas of North Queen
sland'; 'Where and When?'. 

Stoc1cport Heritage Magazine, No.21, Winter 
1992/93. A4, 28pp, 4 issues a year, £1.40 each or 
£8.00 for 4 issues. Available from Stockport He
ritage Publications, 4 Garden Terrace, Stockport 
SK67EU. 

The more I see of this publication the more it 
grows on me. It still looks like Cheshire Life in 
places, but its articles and use of photographs, 
old and new, bring hitherto hidden aspects of 
Stockport's history to life. 

Articles include: 'Stockport's Fire-fighting 
Hero'; 'Greek Street High'; 'Time in Motion: 
The story of St. Thomas's Hospital's famous 
clock and its maker'; 'Owd Peg Leg': The Rec
tory's discredited ghost'; 'Of Engines and Men' 
(on the thousands of men and women who 
worked on the railways around Stockport); 'The 
Weirdstones: Etherow may be a Celtic enclave'; 
'The Fairground - Port wood'; 'The Cheshire 
Archers - ce;ebrated in legend, but were they 
heroes or villains?'; 'Stockport Hippodrome'; 
'Help plan Stockport'; 'Halliday HiJI House'. 
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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 

There is  a growing interest in the Second 
World War and I suggest members might 
care to record any stories and details from 
older friends and relatives. Please send to 
Hon. Secretary who is making a collection of 
them. 

Congratulations to South Trafford Ar
chaeological Society who have had a 'find' at 
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Don Bayliss 
Timperley Old Hall site dated to the mid
ninth century, the first proved date of Anglo
Saxon times in this area. 

Mrs Groves, our editor, would very much 
like to receive more of your articles and com
ments - so scribe away! 

zd I 



Society Meetings1993-94 
25th October, '700 years of the Leicesters and 13th December, 'Old Cheshire Customs', 
Daniels of Tabley'. plus Christmas quiz and buffet. 
22nd November, 'Joule - a neglected genius' 

SOCIETY NEWS 
Campaign to Save Longford Hall 
A campaign has been launched to save 
Longford Hall, once the home of the ce� 
ebrated nineteenth century Manchester bUSI
nessman and philanthropist, John Rylands. 
Built in 1857, the hall nows stands nearly 
derelict and boarded up. For some time local 
people have been trying to pe�s�de Traf
ford Council, who own the buIldmg, to do 
necessary repairs, but for nine years it .has 
lain neglected. Now a group of conserva.tlOn
ists are asking the Department of Nahonal 
Heritage to fine Trafford Council £1 million. 
The campaigners also think that Trafford 
Council should exploit Longford Hall's 
potential as a tourist attraction instead �f 
scheduling it for demolition. A team of con
sultants who looked at the hall for the coun
cil have dismissed it as having no historical 
or architectural significance, and that John 
Rylands just made a lot of money and noth
ing more, a view hotly ?isputed by Dr Fr�e
rick Ratcliffe of Cambridge, formerly a direc
tor of John Rylands Library, and many local 
historians. 

It would be a great shame to lose this hall 
just because of the council's neglect. Trafford 
has precious few of such halls in its vicinity 
that it can afford to demolish Longford Hall. 
Dunham Massey Hall may over shadow 
Longford in importance, but that is no rea
son to neglect it and then demolish it. Traf
ford needs a local history museum, here is an 
excellent site. 

If anyone has information or can write an 
article on the history of Longford Hall or 
John Rylands, the man who built it, the edi
tor would be grateful to receive it. The cam
paigners for Longford Hall need all the help 
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they can get to pressurise the council and the 
Department of Heritage. [Source: The Guard
ian) 

Manchester Ship caN! Centenary 1994 
Trafford is planning to celebrate this in style 
with various events such as children's events 
and competitions, tree planting, relay races, 
public art commissions, various �nal 
based/boating events. [Source: Jane Bntton 
of Sale Local Studies Library) 

Sale Local Studies Library News 
Sale Local Studies Library is having an Open 
Day on 3rd November during National li
brary Week. Sale has just ordered the 1992 
edition of the IGI, which should be there by 
the end of October. 

Two information leaflets have been pro
duced on Family History Sources and The 
Local Studies Collection. 

Sale is also sorting out (and acquiring) old 
voting lists. If you have one, let the Local 
Studies Library have a copy. 

The Local Studies Library is also grad
ually getting on with the job. of sortin� out 
and listing its various archIVes. A lIst of 
Stretford Council Records should be ready 
soon. 

The new Local Studies Librarian at Sale, 
Jane Britton, seems to be making quite a dif
ference to the atmosphere of the place al
ready. She keeps in contact with local history 
societies and the Local Studies Library is be
coming a much more user-friendly place. 
More power to her elbow. 

. I 



Metrolink's New Route - Still Close to 
Newhall Farm, Baguley 
Metrolink have slightly changed their pr� 
posed route from Manchester city centre to 
Manchester Airport and moved it towards 
Princess Parkway, a route which was said 
widely to be the most cost effective, whereas 
Metrolink's original route close to Jackson's 
Boat Pub and cutting through recently built 
houses in Sale was said to be the least. 

However, Metrolink will still be cutting 
close to Newhall Farm, Baguley, a late six
teenth century brick building, and virtually 
through the yard of Roaring Gate Farm on 
the edge of Timperley and Hale Barns on its 
way to serve the proposed AMEC develop
ment around Davenport Green. So local his
torians still need to fight. 

Moated Site on Heyes Lane, Timperley 
STAG (South Trafford Archaeological 
Group) have discovered, or rather redis
covered, a moated site just off Heyes Lane, 
Timperley. The site, which now has allot
ments on it, was in existence as a moated site 
until at least 1910. STAG have found phot� 
graphs to prove it. The big question is what 
did the moat surround? Riddings Hall is 
about a mile to south-west of it and ob
viously nothing to do with it. Heyes Farm 
(called Heys View from 1 896 onwards) is, ac
cording to the maps I've seen 0" 0.5. 1 842, 
1 896 and 1908), close or even adjacent to it, 
but not within the site. Interestly, it is only 
the 1908 0.5. map which actually shows the 
moat. 

The moat itself is a strange shape, being 
roughly triangular, not usual rectangular or 
square shape. Should we assume that it was 
the moat to a hall? Might it not have been for 
some other purpose? Has anyone any ideas? 

STAG - Photographs of 1990 
Excavations 
STAG has presented a volume of phot� 
graphs of their 1990 excavations to the Al-

3 

trincham Court Leet, who in turn have given 
it to Altrincham History Society to keep in 
their section of Altrincham Library and 
make available to anyone who wishes to 
study them. 

Can You Help? 
Groves Family History in North-east Cheshire 
Mrs Pat Livermore would be interested to 
hear from any member who has recollections 
or is descended from a Groves family once 
resident in Lower Peover and at Plumley in 
the mid-nineteenth century. Her great
grandmother was Mary Ann Groves, 
daughter of William and Mary Groves, who 
farmed at Maltkiln, Plumley. A son, Richard 
Groves, continued farming there after the 
death of his father in 1879. Mary Ann mar
ried Thomas Snelson of Lower Peover. 

In the same period, there was a William 
Groves at Brookfield House and a William 
Groves at Sunnybank, both at Lower Peover, 
also a Mrs Grove& at Woodbine Cottage, 
Plumley. These may have been different 
generations of the same family. A William 
Groves was Churchwarden at St. Oswald's, 
Lower Peover in 1834, followed by another 
William for several years between 1860 and 
1872. A Richard Groves was Churchwarden 
at Plumley 1 884-85. Later, at Allostock, a 
William H. Groves was elected for 1 898-
1900. 

Richard Groves died, aged eighty-four 
years, in 1 919. His descendants farmed at 
'Mon Brow', Warburton. Mrs Livermore re
members staying at this farm for several 
days in either 1933 or 1934. She would be 
very pleased to hear from anyone re
searching the Groves surname in this part of 
Cheshire. She can be contacted at 8 Durham 
Avenue, Lancaster LA1 4ED. 

[Please note: these are not part of the Edi
tor's family. They are Bristolians for several 
generations.] 



Visit to Stockport 

Members of the Society visited Stockport on 
Sunday, 16th May. We were well received by 
friends of the Stockport Historical Society 
and taken on a most interesting walk around 
the centre of this old town, whose charter 
predated our own. 

St. M1lry's was a wealthy parish with a list 
of rectors from 1 1 72, It stretched from Du
kinfield to Bramhall. 

The Refurbished M1lrket Hall, built in 1861, 
is a fine iron and glass building. 

The Sun Inn was the place where the Court 
Leet met, with the town lock-up underneath. 

The Bull's Head is famous, with its connec
tion with 'Orator' Hunt, who addressed the 
crowds here before the march to Manchester 
(and Peterloo). 

report by Ron Higginbottom 
The site of the sixteenth century 5tockport 

Grammar School is commemorated by a 
plaque in Chestergate. 

The half-timbered Town Houses of both the 
Legh family and the Arderne family survive 
in excellent condition. The latter contains a 
fine fireplace, part of the dowry of Eleanor 
Done of Utkinton Hall on her marriage to 
Ralph Arderne. 

We returned to the meeting room of the 
Stockport Historical Society for refresh
ments. Our hosts had prepared for the possi
bility of poor weatherl 'by having an illus
trated talk arranged. We thank them for their 
warm hospitality. 

NORTH-WEST HISTORY NEWS 
Civil War Coin Hoard 
One of four coin hoards found near Congle
ton in spring 1 992 was probably buried by its 
owner at the time of the Third Civil War, 
c.1649-SO. The pot in which the coins were 
found was marked with the initials J&CW, 
which researchers have equated with John 
Walker of Congleton and his wife. Walker 
was also the owner of the land until his 
death in 1675 on which all four hoards were 
found. The likelihood is that he buried all 
four hoards between 1650 and the early 
1670s. 

John Walker, a member of a well-to�o 
Congleton family, was mayor of the town 
three times, and a Royalist during the Civil 
War in a place where it was not very healthy 
to be one. John Bradshawe, the regicide Lord 
President of the High Court, had a great deal 
of influence in the area and so did his 
brother, Colonel Henry of Marple. [Source: 
Cheshire Past) 
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A Second Civil Parliamentarian 
Honoured 
Following on from the erecting of a plaque 
near the birthplace of John Bradshawe, the 
church council at St. Lawrence's, Denton is 
to erect a stone as a memorial to Colonel � 
bert Duckenfield of Duckenfield, who is bu
ried within the precinct of the church. Col� 
nel Duckenfield was a Parliamentarian and 
the cousin of the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Cheshire forces, General Sir William Brere
ton of Handforth. He recruited Stockport 
men to serve Parliament at the battles of 
Middlewich (where one person said he was 
just an inexperienced boy, fitter to herd 
geese than lead men into battle - Ducken
field was then twenty-three), the second 
battle of Nantwich and, as Governor of 
Chester, the capture of the Isle of Man. 
[Source: Stockport Heritage] 

Civil War Visitor Centre for Tameside 
Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council is 



planning to build a Civil War Visitor Centre 
within the ruins of Dukinfield Old Hall Cha
pel, the oldest non-conformist chapel in the 
country. It was established under the patron
age of Robert Duckenfield, for the ind� 
pendent preacher Samuel Eaton c.1643. 

The co-operation has been obtained of the 
Roland Beardsley Construction Group, who 
own the land on which the ruined chapel 
stands, and a trust fund was set up in Oc
tober 1 992. [Source: Stockporl Heritage] 

Parts of Macclesfield Castle 
Rediscovered 
Macclesfield Castle, originally built as a forti
fied townhouse by a commoner John de 
Macclesfield in 1398, and therefore quite 
rare, has had part of its dressed stone redis
covered. The Castle survived less than two 
hundred years as a residence, it was aban
doned by 1585. By the 1930s only the ornate 
porch remained and it was then survived � 
fore being dismantled. Now those drawings 
and the dressed stone have been found again 
and the one matched to the other by Greater 
Manchester Archaeological Unit. All the 
stone, part of the doorheads, bosses, a spand
reI, springers and ribs, have been positioned 
in the courtyard of the Macclesfield Town 
Hall extension, together with interpretative 
panels. [Source: Cheshire Past] 

Third Body Found in Lindow Moss 
A another body has been recovered, in over 
seventy pieces, in Lindow Moss, near Wilm
slow, Cheshire. Like the first one, 'Pete 
Marsh', this was the body of a naked, young 
adult male. It is now thought that a head 
found earlier, originally considered to be 
that of a woman, was the missing head of 
this young man. 

Archaeologists are very excited about the 
fact that the young man's body was painted 
with a bright blue, clay-based copper paint, 
the so-called 'woad'. A re-examination of the 
first body shows that he too was painted 
blue. 'Here at last is evidence for the blu� 
painted naked Celtic warriors that struck 
such awe into the Roman soldiers,' says Che-
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shire Past. 
Bog bodies of the same period have been 

found across Northern Europe, from Sweden 
to Ireland, and a number are known to have 
been victims of ritual sacrifice. Research on 
Dutch bog bodies show that there are many 
similarities with the Undow bodies. Celtic 
myths involving sacrifice, magic cauldrons, 
peat bogs and places of water, to say nothing 
of Celtic severed head sculpture, probably 
contain the elements of why these young 
warriors were ritually sacrificed. [Source: 
Cheshire Past] 

Sale Old Hall Dovecote Facelift 
This, old, and, it has to be said, much n� 
glected, except by the vandals, Grade 2 listed 
structure, stands forlorn on the roundabout 
at Junction 8 on the M63. Trafford Borough 
Council has, now the threat of closing Junc
tion 8 has passed, decided to repair the do
vecote, to make sure that it is structurally 
sound and weather-proof for the future at a 
cost of £2,700. [Source: Metro News] 

The dovecote, a Victorian building, is the 
last remnant of Sale Old Hall, which dated 
from the thirteenth century and which was 
demolished in the 1 920s. When the motor
way was built, the dovecote was threatened 
with demolition. However, local protests 
made sure that it was left in situ - on the 
roundabout at Junction 8. 

Trafford Council has removed all the Vic
torian slates and replaced the roof felting. 
However, we are still waiting to see if the 
slates will be replaced . If they are not, to 
what use are they being put? Or are they just 
crumbling away somewhere? 

Monument to Manchester Ship 
Canal's Engineer Moved 
When Marshall Stevens, the visionary engin
eer who built the Manchester Ship Canal and 
pioneered the development of Trafford Park, 
died in 1936, a granite monument to him was 
erected at the junction of Trafford Park Road 
and Ashburton Road East in Trafford Park. 
Now that site was needed for highway im-

-



provements towards the end of 1992, so the 
monument has been moved to a memorial 
garden close to both the Ship Canal and the 
Manchester Ship Canal Company's head
quarters on Trafford Wharf Road. [ Source: 
Record, Manchester Airport's free magazine] 

Plaque to the Judge Who Tried 
Charles I 
A commemorative plaque has been erected 
in Church Lane, Marple, by Stockport Herit
age Trust to Judge John Bradshaw of Marple, 
the regicide judge, on the site of the house r� 
puted to be his birthplace in 1602. John Brad
shaw trained as a lawyer at Grays Inn, Lon
don, and in the 1630s became mayor of Con
gleton. During the English Civil Wars John 
Bradshaw was in London. He was partly 
working for his neighbour and friend, the 
Parliamentarian Cheshire General, Sir Wil
liam Brereton of Handforth, keeping him 
abreast of events in the capital. Because of 
this it has been thought that Bradshaw was 
appointed Lord President of the High Court 
through Brereton's great influence with 
Oliver Cromwell in 1648. However, 'al
though Brereton may have had some in
fluence over the matter, Bradshaw probably 
got the job on his own merits. He died in 
1659, leaving money to establish a free 
school in Marple and bequests to other 
schools, where he was educated, at Bunbury 
in Cheshire and Middleton in Lancashire. 
[Sources: Metro News and The Civil Wars in 
Cheshire by RN. Dore] 

Cheshire Parish Register Transcription 
Project 
This is a very long term project and in need 
of volunteers with computers. If you would 
like to help contact either Or CB. Phillips at 
Manchester University or P.E.H. Hair at 
Liverpool University. [Source: Greater Man
chester Courier] 

Greater Manchester Record Office 
Some New Accessions 
D64/ Title deeds of properties in Stretford, 
Whitefield, Trafford Park, Oldham and Dod-

cross, 1880-1962 
A8/ add/ Index to Grants of Probate, 1942 
All/add/ 1910-1911 Inland Revenue Land 
Tax valuation maps, Denton and Heaton 
Norris [Source: Greater Manchester Courier] 

Bury Archives Services - Some New 
Accessions 
Woodcock and Sons, solicitors: including 
Grant Lawson of Ramsbottom.estate records 
and Ramsbottom and Blackley deeds 1817-
1980 
Prestbury Urban District Council - Lighting 
and Tramways Committee minutes 1898-
1906 [Source: Greater Manchester Courier] 

Dunham Massey Papers Conservation 
Project 
When the last Earl of Stamford died c.1976 
and the Dunham Massey Estates, once in . 
Cheshire, now in Greater Manchester, 
passed to the National Trust, the archives of 
the Earl's family and those of their predeces
sors, the Booths, dating from the 1400s to 
1970, were deposited in John Rylands Li
brary in Deansgate, Manchester. 

A two-year project began last November 
to conserve the sometimes fragile docu
ments. £30,000 has been provided by the Pil
grim Trust, the National Trust, the National 
Manuscripts Conservation Trust and the 
Radcliffe Trust to sponsor the project which 
will have the equivalent of one full-time con
servator working at strengthening paper and 
parchment documents, encapsulating them 
in polyester wallets. [Source: Ry/ands Review] 

Museum of Science and Industry 
Library and Record Centre 
Not many people know but the Museum of 
Science and Industry in Manchester houses a 
reference library and record centre in its 
basement. It contains business archives, 
scientific archives, archives on public health, 
housing, local history, archaeology, politics 
and religion. The Centre is open on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, l .00pm to 4.30pm. If you 
make an appointment to study at the Centre 
then entrance is free. To know more about 



the Centre and its collections write to Senior 
Archivist, Museum of Science and Industry, 

Liverpool Road, Castlefield, Manchester M3 
4JP. 

EVENTS IN THE NORTH-WEST 
St.John the Divine, Brooklands, Sale, 

Cheshire 
A Pageant of Parish History 

7.15pm, Friday, 26th and Saturday, 27th 
November, 1993 

Tickets: £2.00 (£1.00 for children of school age) 
indudinglightrefreshments in the interval, 

available at the door or by post (with sae) from: 
Irene Collins, 67 Brooklands Road, Sale, Cheshire 

M333CL. 
125 years of the history of the church and parish of 

St John the Divine, Brooklands, in music and 
drama. 

Chetham Society's 150th Anniversary 
Celebrations 

The North West Local History Fair was organised 
by the Chetham Society, the Lancashire History 
Federation and Cheshire Community Council in 

order to celebrate 150 years of the Chetham 
Society. The celebrations continue to the end of the 

year with the following events. 

Exhibition 
TheChetham Societyand the History of the North-west 

September-November 
Chetham's Library, Long Millgate, Manchester 

An exhibition of books, maps and documents from 
the magnificent collections of the John Rylands 

Library and Chetham's Library 
Open: 9.30am-4.3Opm, Mondays to Fridays 

This will also be an opportunity to visit the fine 
seven teenth cen tury library situated in the 

fifteenth century building which once housed the 
clergy of Manchester Collegiate Church 

One Day School 
North-west History 

Manchester University, Extra-mural Studies 
Department . 

Autumn Term, 1993 
More details when available. 
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English Tourist Board Industrial 
Heritage Year 

The Museum of Science and Industry 
Liverpool Road, Castlefield, Manchester 

1830 Warehouse 
December 

The Salt Museum 
Baskets and Basketmaking 

14th October to 22nd November 

Manchester Jewish Museum 
The Melting Pot - 1 50  Years of Manchester Jewish 

Food - exhibition 
Sunday, 2nd May to February 1994 

"It's Burning, Friend ... " - an eventto 
commemorate the 55th anniversary of 

Kristallnach t 
7.3Opm, Wednesday, 17th November 

No charge. 

Stockport Museum, Vernon Park, 
Stockport 

On One Round Hill 
A series of lectures on aspects of Stockport' s 

Industrial Heritage 
1st November, 1993 -31stMarch, 1994 (Saturdays 

and Sundays} 
Free admission 

National Museum of Labour History 
103 Princess Street, Manchester 

Music While You Work: 100 Years of the Musicians" 
Union 

17th Jul Y 1993 to 26th February 1994 

Roads and Road Transport History 
Conference 

National Tramway Museum, Crich, near Matlocl<, 
Derbyshire 

The Crown of the Road: the rise and fall of the tram 
Saturday, 6th November, 1933 

Fee: £15.00 (including coffee, lunch and tea) 



Cheshire Record Office 
Duke Street, Cltester, Clteshire CHl l RL 
Life and Work of Sir Peter Leycester of Tabley 

Exhibition at Clteshire Record Office 
Autumn 

(It will begin a tour of Cheshire libraries in late 
autumn.) 

University of Liverpool, Department 
of History, Centre for Continuing 

Education 
Research in Regional Archives 

Manchester and York 
Tuesday 12th July, 1994 to Wednesday 13th July, 

1994 
Fee: £50.00 (including accommodation and 

breakfast on York University campus) 
This short course starts in Manchester (Cltetham's 

Library), moves on to John Rylands Ubrary on 
Deansgate, Manchester, and then transfers at 

4.3Opm to York University to start again at the 
Borthwick the following morning. 

The archive collections looked at are Cltetham's 
Library, John Rylands Ubrary and the Borthwick 

Institute. 
For more details and enrol men t form contact Mrs 

Lesley Crombie. Centre for Continuing Education, 
University of Uverpool, P.O. Box 147, Liverpool 
L69 3BX. Oosing date for enrolment is 15th June, 

1994. 

Manchester Metropolitan University 
The Deve/opmen t of Manchester International Airport 

and Its Rail Link 

Course Directors: Derek Brumhead and David 
George 

Saturday, 16th Aprll, 1994 
9.00am - 4.3Opm 

Fee: £9.50 (includes fee for airport tour but not rail 
fare) 

The morning is taken up with lectures. After lunch 
reassemble at Oxford Road Station for train to the airport. 
Booking forms available from: Derek Brumhead. 

Gay ton, Laneside Road, New Mills SK1 2 4LU. Tel: 
0663 744863 

Manchester University, Department of 
Extra Mural,Studies 

Booking forms from the Enrolment Secretary, 
Department of Extra Mural Studies, Manchester 
University, Oxford Road,Manchester M13 9PL. 

Early Cheshire 
1 O.OOam-4.00pm, 20th November 
Course director: Or Nick Higham 

University Architecture Building, Oxford Road 
Fee: £13.00 (concessions £1 0.(0), including coffee. 

Enrolment by 5th November 

WEA Sale Branch 
Sale United Reformed Clturch, Montague Road. 

Sale, Cheshire 
A Place in History 

10 meetings, 1.3Opm, Wednesday, beginning 12th 
January, 1 994. 

Fee: £24.00, concessionary £17.50. 

CHORLEY OLD HALL 

Earlier this year the History Society arranged 
a visit to Chorley Old Hall, near Alderley 
Edge. The house dates from the fourteenth 
century and is reputed to be one of the oldest 
dwellings in Cheshire. This beautiful build
ing has been in the possession of a number of 
well-known families. It is now privately 
owned and has been carefully and sympath
etically restored . 

The ownership of the ChorIey estate from 
the thirteenth to the nineteenth century is an 
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Ron Higginbottom 
interesting story. The information has come 
from various sources and was compiled and 
given to us by Dr. J.T. Driver of Chester, to 
whom we are very grateful. 

The estate was in the hands of the Chor
legh family at the time of Edward m. In 1357 
or 1358, William, son of Robert de Chorlegh, 
was given custody of Macclesfield Park for 
loyal services in Gascony - possibly at the 
Battle of Poitiers (1356) - and he was appar-



ently in charge of the stallions and stud there 
for the Black Prince. 

In 1 408 or 1 409 Chorley was acquired by 
the Honford or Handforth family, when 
Henry de Chorley granted the estate to Wil
Ham de Honford. William was still living 
there in 1 430-31, when he was sixty years 
old. Almost exactly a century later, Chorley 
came into the hands of the Davenporr
ts through marriage (Ann, daughter of Ra
bert Honford, married for her second hus
band, Thomas Davenport). 

Early in the seventeenth century the land 
was sold first to the Downes family and then 
to the Hobson family, who, in turn, sold it to 
Sir Thomas Stanley of Alderley in 1640. It 
was to remain Stanley property until fairly 
recent times, although not always occupied 
by them, In 1882 the house was said to have 
been occupied by farmers. 

Sir Thomas Stanley himself is worth a 
brief note, since he was an important Che
shire gentleman in the Stuart period. Born in 
1598, he succeeded to Chorley when only a 
boy in 1606. He became High Sheriff of Che
shire in 1634 and sided with Parliament dur
ing the Civil War, but he did not apparently 
take an active part in the fighting. However, 
he served as a J.P. under the Commonwealth 
and, as such, performed civil marriages. He 
'kept a low profile' at the time of Booth's Ris
ing in 1659, but quickly made his peace with 
Charles 11 and was the first Cheshire gentle
man to be made a baronet on 25th June, 1660. 
he died in 1672 and was buried at Alderley. 

A Description of the Hall 
Chorley Old Hall is a fine example of a 
mooted, 'platform' house. The earlier part is 
the stone hall, which mainly belongs to the 
fourteenth century. It has entrance and exit 
doorways and inside, three stone doorways 
from the screens passage to the kitchen, but
tery and pantry - the 'classical' arrangement 
of the medieval manor house. The screen has 
gone, but original spere-posts form part of 
the timber-framed wall. Originally, too, the 
hall went up to the roof, but a floor had been 
inserted by the nineteenth century. 

At right-angles to the stone hall is the 
timber-framed Elizabethan wing. It is very 
much in the North-west tradition, with 
timber uprights set into a stone plinth - cf. 
Little Moreton Hall, Speke Hall, Rufford 
Hall, Ordsall Hall in Salford - diamond and 
quatrefoil patterns and forty-five degree 
gables. The mullioned and transomed win
dows were possible inserted about 1640. It is 
interesting that in Earwaker's description the 
plaster work is coloured in yellow ochre and 
not white, a colour scheme which can be 
seen on the gate-house of Stokesay Castle, 
Shropshire. 

References 
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J.P. Earwaker, EastCJw.;hire, (1877-80) 
R.N. Dore, The Civil Wars in Cheshire. 
N. Pevsner and E. Hubbard, The Buildings of Eng
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AL TRINCHAM IN DECLINE? 
A Rental of Altrinchamfor 1514AD 

A series of rentals for the Dunham estate in 
Rylands Library covers the years around 
1500 at the time of the first Tudor kings. In 
these rolls details are given for the manors of 
Dunham, Altrincham, Hale, Timperley, Boll-
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Don Bayliss 
ington, Poynton, Dean Row and Wilrnslow. 
.This estate possibly represented a half 
(moiety) of the former huge medieval estate 
once possessed by the Mascis. The moiety 
eventually became the property of the Les-



traunge family and was then acquired by the 
Booths in 1433. 

The rentals only list the tenants-at-will. 
These were people who paid a rent and, no
tionally at least, would be required to carry 
out agricultural and estate services for the 
lord of Dunham. Unfortunately no details of 
these services and the degree to which they 
were carried out, are given, only the names 
of the lands rented and the amount of rent. 

Details are also missing of the numbers of 
freemen who had no personal duties to the 
lord, which would have enabled us to have a 
clearer picture of the total numbers of the 
population and its class structure. In the case 
of Altrincham the main body of freemen 
were the burgesses, about whom we are not 
informed. 

The rental is headed: RENTAL OF THE 
LORDSHIP OF DUNHAM MASCY on the 
behalf of William Booth, Knight from the 
term of the month of St. John the Baptist in 
the 6th Year of the reign of King Henry VIII 
(1514). 

Following a list of thirteen tenants in Dvn
ham, three in Hale and five in Timperley, 
there follows a list of eight in Altrincham. 

Altrlncham tenants·at·will 
Roger Bothe for the Newhall 
the same Roger for the Brodemedoe 
the same Roger for the Hobbefylde 
the same Roger for several meadows lately 
in the tenure of Henry de Wise 
[i.e. DewiasJ 

vjs 
vs vjd 

viijd 

iijs iiijd 
John Crandon [or CraudenJ for land xs 
William Masey for land in le Whyttmore jd \1d 
The wife of Thomas Deyne for one acre in 
Tymperley Ees 
John Dutton for land in le Sonniracre 

xxd 

[Sunnyacre?J jd 
Oliver Dewias for Teyller medoe xd 
the same Oliver for le Berne in Alltryncham jd tl.ld 
Ric. Taliour for land in Smethe acre lijd 
the same Richard for free render of Smethe 
acre and for free render of one burgage 
John Lether for land 

Sum xljs viijd 

liijd 
xijs iiijd 

A few of the lands mentioned are identifi-
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able. Whitemore was possibly in the White 
Moss area of Broadheath. The meadowlands 
lay close to Timperley Brook, for example, as 
shown on the tithe map of 1835. Timperley 
Ees is an interesting name (ees from OE 
water meadow), but location unknown. Bra
demedoe may have been a field called Brad
ley east of Grosvenor Road in 1835. Hobbe
fylde was probably Hob Field in 1835, an 
acre strip which lay north of the Dunharn 
road. 

Questions arise from this table. Who was 
Roger Booth? Was he a relative of the great 
Booth family of Dunham or of the Booths of 
Mollington? It is believed that a branch of the 
family moved to Dunham Hall from Wilm
slow about 1500. Where was the new hall 0c
cupied by Roger? Was it perhaps a precursor 
of the seventeenth century Old field Hall7 

It is interesting that a tenant-at-will, Ri
chard Taliour is noted as paying rent for a 
burgage. The burgages had originally been 
the property of freemen, who could sub-let 
them to undertenants. But here the burgage 
in question was sub-let by the estate. 

The small number of eight tenants-at-will 
contrasts with the seventeen known in 
1 348/9 (Altrincham History Society Journal, 
Nos. 3 and 4). This may imply one of two 
things. Either the balance of classes in society 
had changed with more men becoming free 
yeomen, or the whole population had de
clined in number. Without details of any 
freemen or other classes of tenants from a 
contemporary rental it is no doubt unwise to 
speculate on which state of affairs had been 
the case. However, it is generally accepted 
that urban populations declined to a low 
about 15OOAD. It is possible that the number 
of tenants-at-will of Altrincham in 1514 as 
shown by the rental was half of that in the 
mid-fourteenth century (see Altrincham His
tory Society Jourl1Ql, Nos. 3 and 4) and that the 
whole of the population in the mid-four
teenth century might have been, for various 
reasons, notably the Black Death, half that of 
the late thirteenth century when the borough 



was founded. By 1514 therefore it is possible 
Altrincham had shrunk to a small fraction of 
its original size in 1 290. 

Notes and References 
I aclcnowledge valuable assistance in translation by 
J. Hodgson, M.A., M.Ar.Ad., (Rylands) of Man-

chester University. 
Emest Axon, 'The Family of Bothe and the Church 
in the 15th and 16th Centuries', Transactions of the 
lAncashire and Cheshire Antiquarian Society un 
1938,p.32. 

Historical Ode to Henry's Wives 
[From Bryan Massey's booklet a/poems] 

King Henry's on the rampage, 
He's looking for a wife. 
She surely must be young of age 
A nd not value her life. 

For Henry wants a son 
And if she can't oblige, 
She'll find that she'll be on the run, 
Or her head will roll aside. 

Poor Catherine of Aragon, 
She's in an awful fix. 
She knows she can't marry again, 
Whatever Henry's tricks. 

Though her many tries 
She could but bear a girl 
A boy! A boy! Henry cries, 
Not a head so full of curl. 

Could marry me Anne Boleyn, 
But again 'twas but a maid. 

by Bryan W. Massey 
Against the King it is a sin, 
With her head poor Anne has paid. 

Jane Seymour was his favourite, 
For Edward was her babe. 
With her life she paid for it 
Giving the heir for which he prayed. 

Then on his list was Anne of Cl eves, 
A German princess fair. 
But her attention Henry leaves, 
For her face he cannot bear. 

Catherine Howard, next in line, 
But tends to play the field. 
King Henry catches her in time. 
Her head to him must yield. 

By now our Henry's had his fill 
But makes a final choice. 
Catherine Parr outlives him still, 
God Save the King, sing with one voice. 

A CHESHIRE QUARTET - THREE 

NA TURALISTS AND A GAMEKEEPER 

Older members of the Society will no doubt 
remember the Children's Hour naturalist, 
'Romany', and may even, when children, 
have had one or more of his books as pres
ents. They can still be found on the book 
shelves of second hand bookshops, so there 
is still a bob or two to be made out of this 
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Chris Hill 
particular avenue of nostalgia. His radio pro
gramme, 'Out With Romany', began in 1933 
with broadcasts to the North-west, but 
eventually, in 1938, it was broadcast to all re
gions, becoming a national favourite. Ro
many, or George Bramwell Evans, moved to 
Wilmslow in 1939, having retired after 



twenty five years as a Methodist minister. 
He died suddenly, aged 59, on 20th Novem
ber, 1943. Important features of his pro
gramme were his faithful companion, Raq, 
an English cocker spaniel, and his horse, 
Comma, which pulled his caravan when 
necessary. He called his caravan a 'vardo', 
using a gypsy word and he had bought it 
from a gypsy at the 1921 Appleby horse fair 
for £70. He was part gypsy himself and 
could speak Rom, or Romany. This language 
is not of European origin, but is Indo-Aryan, 
something philologists have been able to es
tablish by back-tracking the main migration 
route of the language to its home in the Ka
rakoram mountains in Northern Kashmir. 
Back in 1914, Romany had been found to 
have a heart murmur, so was unavailable 
for active service during the Second World 
War, but free to broadcast. As a minister he 
had been obliged to move about and had 
held ministries in Dalton, close to Epping 
Forest, Goole in Yorkshire and in Carlisle, 
which allowed him easy access to moors and 
fells. This was followed by a position in Hali
fax. Bramwell Evans was a prolific writer pf 
nature columns under the pseudonym of 
'The Tramp', with over twenty five years of 
contributions to the Cumberland News, the 
Methodist Recorder, the Yorkshire Post and the 
Huddersfield Examiner. After his death, his 
wife, Eunice (nee Thomas), wrote a book, 
Through The Years With Romany (University 
of London Press, 1946), which contains a 
photograph of their home in Wilmslow. 
They were married in 1910 and had two 
children, a son Glyn and a daughter, Ro
many June. During his 'walks', on radio, he 
was accompanied by two children, su� 
posedly living at the farm where Romany 
had parked his caravan. They asked him the 
appropriate questions, the answers to which, 
it was thought, would be of interest to his lis
teners. The radio encouraged the imagin
ation and the scripts, with unrehearsed, 
spontaneous dialogue and background 
sound-effects, created the realistic im
pression of a country walk. After Romany'S 
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death, when the BBC revealed all, many re
fused to believe that the walks had taken 
place at the microphone in the studio. Later, 
in the early 50s, Glyn Kinnaird Evans also 
wrote some Romany books, such as Romany, 
Mum! and Doris, as seen through the eyes of 
Raq, Romany on the Farm, Romany Turns De
tective, and Romany's Caravan Returns. The 
vardo, at one time neglected, is now in good 
condition, having been painstakingly re
stored by Macclesfield Borough Council. It 
now stands in a replanned Garden of Re
membrance to Romany, in Wilmslow, be
hind Hooper's store on Alderley Road. There 
are memorial stones to Romany and to Raq 
and if the path through the gardens is fol
lowed, away from the shops, it comes out on 
Parkway. The house which was once Ro
many's home is situated diagonally across 
the road - PLEASE NOTE the present occu
piers have no connection with the Evans 
family. 

Romany's nature programme had become 
so popular, that the BBC felt obliged to find a 
replacement; a, difficult problem. However, a 
successor was found in the person of Nor
man F. Ellison, who called himself 'Nomad', 
and who, in real life, lived a relatively se
cluded life on the Wirral. As the character 
Nomad, he was supposed to live in an old 
'smuggler's cottage', perched on a high cliff 
by the sea. Muriel and Doris still continued 
to join in the nature walks and a young lad, 
Nomad's nephew, Dick. was introduced to 
preserve rapport with new young listeners. 
Other characters were Mrs. Baggs, his house
keeper, 'Peggy', the parrot and 'Marley', his 
boneshaker car. Norman Ellison was more of 
a scientific naturalist, being a Fellow of both 
the Zoological and the Unnaean Societies. 
Additionally, he was a Member of the British 
Ornithologists' Union. He also became a con
tributor to the Cheshire Life nature column, 
regular monthly articles appearing from Fe
bruary 1946, to March 1976. Romany seems 
to have made more of an impression on my 
mind, as I can remember snatches from his 
programmes, but none of Nomad's, except 



his name. I seem to remember that Jim, the 
gamekeeper in the Romany series also found 
a similar part in the Archers, when that 
started, but I could be mistaken. 

The third naturalist was much nearer 
'home', but one I did not know about at the 
time he was active. Glyn Hughes, who I 
knew in my school days, is now an import
ant poet, novelist, writer of radio plays and 
journalistic articles. He has written at least a 
couple of times about the area, in books. 
Members may remember the two very 
smartly turned out bus inspectors at Altrin
cham bus station, one short and tending to 
the stout side, the other, tall and thin. Glyn's 
father was the former. In his part autobio
graphy Millstone Grit, Glyn mentions Mr. 
Murdoch of Altrincham. While he was still a 
young lad, Glyn writes that his mother no
ticed an advert in the local Guardian, for the 
'Romany Society' and would those inter
ested meet with a Mr. Murdoch by the Rail
way Station clock tower on Sunday morning 
for the first ramble. Mr. Murdoch kept a 
newspaper business, possibly in Oxford 
Road. Four lads, one Murdoch junior, one 
Glyn, set off to Knutsford for the first nature 
walk. Mr. Murdoch had kitted himself out 
with a large black and green golf umbrella, a 
rucksack and a large specimen tin. On safari, 
the expedition stopped every now and then 
for the leader to reel off the Latin names of 
various plants. Certain specimens were col
lected and stored in the 'vasculum'. He 
pointed out birds and anything else of inter
est and taught the lads how to proceed in 
such a way, as to get the most out of their 
walks without disturbing the wildlife. Occa
sionally he would fish a flora identification 
book from his rucksack and either check a 
Latin name for a specimen, or educate the 
lads by reference to illustrations, or a de
scriptive text. He was a good teacher, talking 
to, and not down to, his young charges. He 
also taught them how to take photographs, 
then develop and print the film. Following 
rambles, this local naturalist is said to have 
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written long poems, which were published 
in the local paper. Mr. Murdoch was a self
taught, working class enthusiast, in the 
mould of those who, in the Industrial Revol
ution, improved their lot with learning. Mrs. 
Gaskell mentioned such working class scien
tists in Mary Barton. They would study New
ton's Principill while attending a loom, while 
others spent what spare time they had stu
dying botany, or natural history with the in
tense interest of those who realised how little 
they knew and how little time there was in 
which to learn. 

Also mentioned by Glyn, was his experi
ence at the hands of 'Grassy', Lord Stam
ford's gamekeeper. Alfred Grass was not a 
local by birth, but lived in the area for many 
years. He lodged at various houses in Dun
ham Massey; at Mrs. Hamnett's, whose hus
band was a park-keeper and also at the 
smithy, where Mr. Yarwood was the local 
blacksmith. He also stayed at 'Keeper's Cot
tage', were Mrs. Schofield lived, her husband 
had previously been a gamekeeper. The cot
tage stood on the edge of Carrington Moss, 
just beyond Sinderland Green, by the side of 
Sinderland Road. It lay in the hundred yard 
stretch between Stoney Bridge, over Sinder
land Brook and a short, oak lined track run
ning East onto the Moss. Just after the war it 
was knocked down and all that remains of it 
now is the occasional brick turned up by the 
plough. Many other cottages and farms have 
gone the same way in and around the Moss 
within living memory. The countryside 
around Dunham had been developed to en
courage game for hunting, for those former 
times when the Hall was opened up each 
year for hunting parties. This also explains 
the many coverts dotted about the area. Car
rington and Dunham was a large area for a 
gamekeeper to patrol, but Lord Stamford, 
having a parsimonious nature, no doubt 
thought one keeper was sufficient. Glyn, and 
separately myself, used to frequent such 
woods as Black Moss and Whiteoaks, where 
every so often the shout would go up, 



"Here's Grassy!", whereupon panic would 
ensue. Glyn writes about such an occasion 
and his encounter with Grassy. Someone 
spotted Grassy, and like startled pigeons, 
everyone tried to make good their escape. 
The experienced gamekeeper knew where to 
wait and Glyn, being a slow runner and last 
out of the wood, was caught and whacked 
with a stout, knobbly stick. Lord Stamford 
required his gamekeeper to be smartly 
dressed and on this occasion, Glyn describes 
Alf as wearing a Harris tweed suit and cap; 
his trousers would either be tucked into 
hairy socks, or he would be wearing gaiters. 
Sometimes he wore plus fours. He would 
also wear heavy, well polished brown boots 
and Glyn says he had the look of a business
man, down for a country weekend, rather 
than what one might have expected a game
keeper to look like. In the evenings Alfred 
could often be found in the Rope and An
chor, or he would be off to the Palace at Man-

chester, where he had lost his heart to a 
chorus girl (some say a Tiller girl), and often 
took her presents in the form of game. On 
other occasions, Lord Stamford would send 
his gamekeeper across Town carrying a 
pheasant as a gift to his dentist. His job was 
obviously difficult, with 'townies' invading 
his preserves, maybe disturbing nesting 
game birds, or chopping down trees, making 
'dens' and lighting fires. With a fire on peaty 
land, it was almost impossible for firemen to 
put it out, once it had taken hold and it was 
likely to smoulder for weeks, creating a dan
gerous hazard. So, while at home, these lads 
were enthusiastic listeners to forty-five 
minutes of Romany on Fridays, (or later, on 
Tuesdays), there was still a dichotomy be
tween following the country lore, as im
parted by Romany and the realities of adven
turous youths learning for themselves, by ex
perience. 

DA301: STUDYING FAMILY AND 
COMMUNITY HISTORY; NINETEENTH 

AND TWENTIETH CENTURIES 
A new Open University course, starting in February 1 994 

Jacqueline H. Eustace, DA30 1 Course Manager 
Would you like to place your studies of a 
particular family or locality into a wider con
text? DA301 will not only introduce you to 
recent scholarly approaches in the field but 
will enable you also to acquire the skills to 
analyse written, oral and visual sources, and 
to present your research work effectively. 
Besides the audio-cassettes, radio pro
grammes and a television programme (on 
the skills of making a video), the main ma
terial is presented in four printed volumes: 

From family tree to family history - demo
graphic contexts, types of family and house
hold; family relationships, myths and mem-
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oirs; illustrative case studies. 
From family history to community history -

migration studies, place and:community; il
lustrative case studies. 

Communities and families - work and occu
pations; social mobility; politics and govern
ment; religion; cultural life. 

Sources and methods for family and com
munity historums - ways of presenting your 
research findings in written, audio or video 
form. 

This Open University course runs from 
February to October (about 12-15 hours 
study per week); your local tutor will guide 
you throughout, not least as you develop 



your chosen project during the second half of 
the course. 

Further information is available by writ-

ing to: Central Enquiries, Open University, 
P.O. Box 200, Walton Hall, Milton Keynes 
MK7 6YZ. 

BOOK REVIEWS 
'Leisure, Gender and Poverty: Worklng
class culture In Salford and Manc"..t .. , 
19OD-1939'by Andrew Davie. 
Open Univer.ity Pre •• 
23cm, paperback, 21 0pp, 1 map, 
i l lustrated, £14.99. ISBN 0 335 1 5637 1 .  
This most original and interesting book 
throws new lights on working-class culture 
in the first forty years of this century. Based 
on many first-hand oral accounts, it demon
strates the superficiality of some past at
tempts to generalise in terms of the evil ef
fects of drink and gambling. In their place 
appears a varied tapestry of life depending 
on such vital factors as individual and family 
behaviour, stage of life, sex and the incidence 
of unemployment. 

The essential general feature conditioning 
all else was poverty, which changed very 
slowly over the period and limited the possi
bilities for the vast majority of working 
people. Of course poverty meant that a self
ish married man who indulged in more than 
a modest amount of drinking could con
demn his wife to an even meaner life than 
she would in any event have endured. Yet 
poverty so limited the enjoyment of life for 
all that it might seem to explain, even to jus
tify, the search for social escapism in the pub 
from the drudgery and boredom of everyday 
life. 

The book investigates the social activities 
of the various groups of people in a manner 
which has hardly been attempted before. It is 
perhaps particularly interesting in respect of 
young unmarried people with their dances, 
their 'monkey parades', the Whit Walks and 
the cinema, and so on. Clearly at this early 
stage of their life youngsters had a distinctly 
better time than their elders. Moreover, a 
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youth culture had developed well ahead of 
the explosion of the 1960s. . 

The life and social activities of mamed 
women� is also examined to our enlighten
ment in this quite entertaining book. 

Frank Bamford 

Stockport in the Mid-Seventeenth Cen
tury(1660-1669) edited by Shirley 
McKenna and C.M. Nunn 
Stockport Historical Society, clo Mrs S. 
McKenna, 34 Edale Close, Hazel Grove, 
Stockport SK7 6JZ 
A5, paperback, 78pp, 21 Illustrations, 
£3.30 {50p p&p). ISBN 0 9051 64 52 0 
This is based on the work of the Historic 
Stockport Research Group, who are mem
bers of the Stockport Historical Society. 
They, under the editorship of Dr John Smith 
and Or Colin Phillips from Manchester 
University, have been working for a number 
of years on Stockport probate records. The 
first volume, Stockport Probate Records, 1578-
1619 was published by the Record Society of 
Lancashire and Cheshire in 1985. The next, 
1620-1650, is listed on p.?? 

The present work also uses court leet rec
ords, parish registers and hearth tax returns. 
Forty-four wills and inventories survive for 
the period. The study covers 'Population', 
'The Content. and Purpose of Wills and In
ventories', 'Literacy and Education', 
'Women in Stockport', 'Housing' 'Occupa
tion of Land', 'Trade and Farming', 'Goods, 
Chattels and Everyday Life'. The three ap
pendices on parish register baptisms, bu
rials, housing and collection at Stockport 
Parish Church are very useful and interes
ti�g. The glossary, too, is good. 

The study covers the subjects outlined in 
the contents in depth very well, given the 



short time-scale - only ten years. However, I 
think that there should have been a para
graph or two on the general history back
ground in Cheshire, pointing out that this 
was a time of recovery, of growing stability 
and prosperity under a new king after nearly 
twenty years of civil war, unrest, bad har
vests and instability. But some legacies of the 
Interregnum period would have been left -
the number of people with old swords and 
muskets, for example. I also think that some 
note should have been taken of the recent 
work of Margaret Spufford on probate in
ventories and the pitfalls in their use, and 
that of Susan Amussen Dwyer on the 
changes in society in the seventeenth cen
tury, Which had a great effect on the lives of 
ordinary women. 

However, these are all very minor niggles. 
Stockport in the Mid-Seventeenth century (1660-
1669) is an excellent work, not only to read 
but also as a work of reference and inexpens
ive. I hope that the Historic Stockport Re
search Group will publish more such ana
lyses in the future. They are needed. 

Jill Groves 
Tithes, Maps, Apportionment. and the 
1836 Actby Eric Evans 
British Association for Local History, 
Shopwyke Manor Barn, Chichester, 
Sussex. 
26cm, paperback, 32pp, 4 illustrations, 
£4.50. ISBN 0 85033 857 3. 
Professor Evans's work was first published 
in 1978 and has proved so valuable that a 
second, revised and re-titled edition has been 
produced. This is particularly valuable as it 
incorporates and lists much recent research 
done in the last fifteen years. The original 
theses still stand, that the Commutation Act 
was "a boon both to farmers and tithe 
owners. It replaced vexation and contention 
with certainty and an important degree of ra
tionality". The book is essential to anyone 
working with tithe commutation data but 
while it considers its use in general, it does 
not deal with analyses of it. It is concerned 
with the history of the collection of the 
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'tenth' or tithe before 1836, the basis for, and 
processing of the Act of 1836 in which the 
tithe was commuted into money, and the Act 
in practice. 

A section on source material considers the 
strengths and pitfalls of psing the data on the 
parish or township maps and in the appor
tionments, such as the often long timespan 
between publication of the maps (1835 for 
Altrincham) and the schedules of owners, 
tenants, property, land use and tithe charges 
(1838 for Altrincham) which were intended 
to correspond with the maps. In both maps 
and apportionments, there were errors, and 
between the original three copies of each 
map. The author seems in error when he 
states the information of the maps may be 
usefully compared with the 6' and 25' O.S. 
maps of the 1840s onwards. He must mean 
the 6" and 25" to 1 mile maps, which, in fact, 
were not available for a few decades after 
1840. Also it is unfortunately not true that all 
tenants were listed in the schedules as the 
author states, if by that one expects to read 
all the tenants' names or at least know their 
accurate number. For example, on p.1 of the 
schedule for Altrincham it is stated that 
lames Brownell held from the Earl of Stam
ford freehold four fields, two gardens, two 
houses and four cottages. So far, so good, but 
details about tenancy in this case are then 
quite vague - the properties were stated to 
have been occupied by himself, lames 
Iohnson "and others", which does not give a 
precise picture at all. 

However, these quibbles apart, this fully 
annotated concise book is a must for all those 
local historians involved with gleanings 
from those great sources for local study, the 
tithe maps and their apportionments. 

Don 8ayliss 
Tameside Beforll 1066by Mike Nevell 
Tameside Local Studies Library, 
Stalybrldge Library, Trinity Street, 
Stalybrldge, Cheshire SK15 2BN. 
29cm, paperback, lxpp, 1 29pp, 25 
I l lustrations, 8 tables, 28 maps, History 



and Archaeology Series, £9.95. ISBN 1 
871324 07 6. 
This, like the previous Tameside 1066-1 700, 
and possibly even more so, is less for the 
general reader rather than for the serious 
student - in the main, the serious student of 
archaeology rather than history. 

I am afraid that the initial chapters just 
washed over me until I reached ·the period of 
the first farmers in Tameside and the later 
Iron Age. Perhaps Tameside was in the terri
tory of the Setantii, a sept or sub-clan of the 
great Brigantes' tribal grouping. 

Farmers in Tameside changed their tactics 
with the changing climate, now farming 
marginal land, now abandoning it, along 
with any structures. Local hill forts were 
abandoned early in the Iron Age. Mam Tor 
was abandoned at the beginning of the 
eighth century BC. Two Roman roads 
crossed Tameside, one from Melandra Fort 
to Manchester, and the other from Werneth 
Low to the fort at Castleshaw. There is evi
dence in Tameside for the continuation of the 
Celtic head cult into the Roman period. The 
Celtic people in the area continued to farm 
and worship as they had done for over 1 ,000 
years before. When Melandra Fort was aban
doned in AD 140-SO, possibly in response to 
manpower needs on Hadrian's Wall, the 
vicus which served it disappeared too, protr 
ably indicating that the local population did 
not use the vicus' s markets and services. 

From the Anglo-Saxon period onwards 
Tameside was probably part of the kingdom 
of Northumbria. Archaeological evidence for 
the Anglo-Saxon period includes the Nico 
Ditch, a linear earthwork encircling Man
chester to the south and south-€ast from 
Hough Moss to Ashton Moss. It could have 
been an agricultural boundary, or it could 
have been a defensive ditch, part of a net
work of ditch-moss-ditch around the burh of 
Manchester, or the delineation of the British 
Kingdom of Rheged against incoming 
Anglo-Saxons in the early seventh century, 
or it may mark the boundary of Northum-

' bria with Mercia. Place-name evidence sug
gests the Anglo-Saxons arrived in Tameside 
in the seventh century, sometimes taking 
over existing British settlements, sometimes 
carving out their own. 
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I n  the late ninth century Tameside was 
situated on the border of the Danelaw. Early 
in the tenth century the Danelaw was recon
quered. Anglo-Saxon land holdings were 
larger than the later Norman ones, but had 
subdivisions. Longdendale could have 
formed one such Anglo-Saxon landholding. 

This study concludes that there are two 
major themes in the history of Tameside in 
the period: the ability of local communities 
to adapt their environment to suit their 
needs; and the limitations imposed on com
munities by climatic change. The book ends 
with several appendices: Gazetteer of Pre-
1066 Sites and Finds; Appendix 2 on the Late 
Roman Coin Hoard from Denton; Appendix 
3 on the place-names of Tameside; Glossary; 
Sources and a rather small index. And I 
should not forget the maps; they are good 
and there is one for every two pages. 

All in all, it is a book to be dipped into, not 
read straight through from one end to the 
other. Despite my earlier comments, it is an 
excellent addition to any local historian's/ ar
chaeologist's library, bringing as it does the 
work of many people on the area together in 
one book, and at £9.95 it is incredible value 
for money. 

Jill Groves 

Altrincham - 8  historyedited by Don 
Bayliss 
Willow Publishing, 36 Moss Lane, 
Timperley, Altrincham, Cheshire WA 1 6  
6SZ 
30cm, paperback, 1 70pp, 1 94 
Illustrations, 1 7  maps, 1 5 tables, £14.95. 
ISBN 0 946361 33 9. 
Not only local historians, but anybody who 
has lived or worked in Altrincham, will be 
enthralled by Altrincham - a history, the lav
ishly illustrated compendium about life 
through the ages in this bustling market 



town which is edited by Don Bayliss of the 
Altrincham History Society. 

Many prominent local figures have given 
of their time to research and write about the 
evolution of education, worship, housing, 
and indeed, every aspect of life in what is 
now the third biggest shopping centre in 
Greater Manchester donating all their royal
ties to local charities. 

The book tells us how the town's charac
ter was formed by the influence over many 
centuries of its landlords at Dunham Hall, 
including the last Earl, the late Lord Stam
ford, who ensured that the final decision on 
use of land was his and his alone - even 
overruling the decision of the Council. 

Fortunately, his family had given their 
blessing to the industrial development of 
Broadheath which was to contribute so 
much to the area's business success and 
which is the subject of a chapter in its own 
right with references to the development of 
great companies such as Richards, Tilgh
mans, Linotype and Budenbergs. 

A part from machine tool factories, two 
other factors which contributed to local pros
perity were the Bridgewater Canal, opened 
in 1 765, and the development of the railway 
line to Manchester in 1849. The section on 
local transport gives an amusing description 
of the opening ceremony of the latter when 
members of the Stretford Temperance Band 
led the VIPs and dignitaries to the Unicorn 
for celebration drinks! The story of the devel
opment of tram and bus services gives 
glimpses of long-forgotten routes, prices and 
timetables and revives memories of the orig
inal bus station on Kingsway. 

The education of children has always 
been taken seriously and the creation of 
church schools such as St.� George's, state 
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schools such as Navigation Road and Stam
ford Park, the foundation of the then fee pay
ing grammar schools which enabled children 
of lesser means to enter by way of the scho
larship and the creation of the independent 
sector, in the form of Culcheth Hall School 
and North Cestrian Grammar School, are all 
listed. 

Places of worship, too, are well covered 
reflecting the religious tolerance and variety 
in the town. From the splendours of St. Mar
garet's and St. George's to the humility of the 
Welsh Presbyterian Chapel and the estab
lishment of the Roman Catholic St. Vincent 
de Paul, we are given an insight into the ful
filment of the spiritual needs of all. 

The article about services, and particu
larly the information about the Altrincham 
Electric Supply Company was of particular . 
personal interest. For at, or before, the turn 
of the century, my paternal grandfather, Art
hur William Turner, journeyed from Fa� 
ham in Hampshire to join the staff. He mar
ried Mary Ellen Maginnis, a local girl whose 
family owned a hat shop where Woolworths 
now stands and settled down in Carver 
Road, Hale before moving to Rivington Road 
where he named his house 'Megohm' reflect
ing his interest in electricity. But the reason 
for his pilgrimage to Altrincham remains a 
family mystery. 

Altrincham - a history is crammed with 
facts about famous personalities, well
known local families, activity during the Sec
ond World War, local government and 
leisure. The only way to absorb all the inter
esting facts is to read it - as I did - from 
cover to cover. 

Ju/ia Tay/or 



== 

LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY NEWS 
Please, if you belong to another history S<r 
ciety as well the Altrincham History Society, 

Ashton-on-Mersey and Sale History 
Society (ASHES) 
Meets at 7.30pm Ashfield House (ex-Sale 
Adult Centre), on the corner of Ashfield 
Road and Claremont Road, on the first Mon
day of every month. 

Bowdon History Society 
Meets four times a year on Mondays, at the 
Church Hall of the Bowdon Downs Upper 
Room Church, Bowdon Road, Bowdon, at 
8.00pm. 
15th November, 1993, 'John Tollemache, 
180>1890, Agricultural Shaper of the Land
scape', Jan Dunn 
21st February, 1994, 700 Years of the Leices
ters of Tabley', Joan Leach 
21st March, 1994, 'Sheriffs Tourn and the 
Cheshire Hundreds', Paul Booth 

Publishes The Bowdon Shmftwice a year in 
March and October, contining articles on the 
history of Bowdon and Dunham Massey. 

Hulme and District Local History So
ciety 
Meets at the United Reform Church, Tatton 
Street, Hulme on Thursdays at 7.00pm 
14th October, 'Limestone Mining in Ard
wick' 
18th November, to be announced 
2nd December, Christmas Party 
17th February, Coffee Evening 
17th March, 'History of Clay Pipes' 

Macc1esfield Heraldry Society 
Meets at TownIey Street Sunday School at 
7.30pm on Wednesdays. 
17th November, Joint Meeting with the Lan
cashire and Cheshire Antiquarian Society at 
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could you let the Editor have a copy of their 
meetings programme for 1993. 

Wilmslow Parish Hall: 'Introducing the Her
alds and Heraldry'. 
19th January, 1994, Members' Evening. 
16th February, 1994, 'Heraldic Supporters'. 
16th March, 1994, The Royal Arms of Mary 
Tudor and Philip II of Spain'. 

North West Gas Historical Society 
Not all dates and locations known, so where 
interested contact the Secretary, Sheila Hes
keth, British Gas plc, Could Street, Manches
ter M4 4DJ. 
November, The Forgotten Workforce: 
Women Gasworkers of the First World War 
February 1994, joint meeting with the Man
chester District Section of the Institution of 
Gas Engineers, The Nationalisation of Gas' 
March 1994, mini-topic evening 

Wilmslow Historical Society 
Membership subscriptions: £8.00; visitors: 
£2.00. 
1 0th November, 'Gawsworth Present a nd 
Past'. 
8th December, 'Christmas Social Evening'. 
12th January, 1994, "'God's Englishman" -
Oliver Cromwell in Context'. 
9th February, 1994, The Sydney Wheeler 
Memorial Lecture: 'Vernacular Architecture 
in North Cheshire'. 
9th March, 1994, 'Moated Sites in Lancashire 
and Cheshire'. 
13th April, 1994, The Warburtons of Arley'. 
11 th May, 1994, AGM 

Contact the Chairman, J.T. Bever, 20 
Crossway, Bramhall, Stockport, Cheshire 
SK7 l LB for details of where the society 
meets, publications, etc. 



LOCAL BOOKS AND MAGAZINES 
Electricity in Manchester, 1893-1993 by Ray Frost, 
Neil Richardson, 88 Ringley Lane, Stoneclough, 
Radcliffe, Manchester. 29cm, paperback, 75pp, 
97 illustrations, 1 chart, 7 maps, £3.50. ISBN 1 
85216075 6. 

Chester City Ditches, a Slice of History: ExCIIVQtions 
at 5-7 Foregate Street, 1991, Chester City CouncU, 
Department of Leisure Services: Grosvenor Mu
seum, 27 Grosvenor Street, Chester CH1 200. 
23cm, paperback, 24pp, 30 illustrations (1 1 in 
colour), Chester Archaeological Service Guide
book Series, No. 1, £2.50. ISBN 1 872587 01 1 .  

Lancashire Quakers and the Establishment, 1660-
1730 by Nicholas Morgan, Ryburn Publishing: 
Ryburn Distribution, Tenterfields Business 
Park, Luddendenfoot, Halifax HX2 6EJ. 23cm, 
hardback, 320pp, £26.00. ISBN 1 85331 015 8. 

Lancashire Local Studies: In Honour of Diana Win
terbotham by Angue Winchester, etc., Carnegie 
Publishing, 18 Maynard Street, Preston PR2 
2AL. Hardback, 160pp, illustrated, £12.00. ISBN 
unknown 

Oiana Winterbotham has been Lancashire 
Local Studies Librarian for over twenty-two 
years. This volume has been published to mark 
her retirement and to honour her tireless work 
in promoting local history in Lancashire. She 
was one of the founder members of the Lanca
shire Local History Federation and a past Presi
dent. 

East Cheshire Textile Mills, Royal Commission on 
the Historical Monuments of England, Alexan
der House, 19 Fleming Way, Swindon SN1 
2NG. 28cm, hardback, 192pp, 27 diagrams, 1 79 
illustrations, £15.95. ISBN 1 873592 1 3 2. 

Palatine Studies: Chapters in the Social and Indus
trial History of Lancashire and Cheshire by the late 
William Challoner, edited by W.R. Ward, Che
tham Society, published for them by Carnegie 
Publishing. 22cm, hardback, 208pp, 8 illustra
tions, Chetham Society New Series, Volume 36, 
£24.95. ISBN 0 948789 85 9. 
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LanCtlshire Legends: Traditions, Pa�nts, Sports, 
etc., with an Appendix Contllining a RAre Tract on 
the LanCtlShire Witches by John Hartland and 
Thomas Turner WilJdn80n, Llanerch Publish
ers. 2Ocm, paperback, 325pp, facsimi1e of 1873 
edition, £9.95. ISBN 1 897853 06 8. 

Old Ordnllnce Survey MAps of Cheshire. 
Hyde. Alan Codfrey. 22cm, folded paperback, 
facsimile of 1897 edition, £1.75. ISBN 0 85054 
559 5. 

Old Ordnance Survey Mnps of Lancashire. Bar
low Moor and West Didsbury. Alan Godfrey. 
22cm, folded paperback, facsimile of 1905 
edition, £1.75. ISBN 0 85054 602 8. 
Denton with Haughton. Alan Godfrey. 22cm, 
folded paperback, facsimile of 1904 edition, 
£1 .75. ISBN 0 85054 601X. 

Ashton Munitions Explosion, 1917 by John Bill
ings and David Copland, Tameside Leisure Ser
vices, Tameslde Local Studies Library, Staly
bridge Ubrary, Trinity Street, Stalybridge SR15 
2BN. 29cm, 5Opp, 18 illustrations, £4.50. ISBN 0 
904506 17 7. 

Newton-le-Willows: A Bygone Era - A collection of 
Archive Photographs by Peter Rlley, P.A. Rllery, 
16 Vemon Street, Leigh, Lancashire WN7 185. 
24cm, paperback, 4Opp, 52 illustrations, £2.95. 
ISBN 1 87471 2 04 2. 

Stockport Probate Records, 1620-1650 edited by 
Colin Phillips and John H. Smith, Record S0-
ciety of Lancashire and Cheshire: Greater Man
chester County Record Office, 56 Marshall 
Street, Manchester M4 5FU. 24cm, xxviipp, 
242pp, £25.00. ISBN 0 902593 22 6. 

Irish Community in North West Englllnd by Mar
garet Procter, University of Liverpool, Institute 
of Irish Studies, University of Liverpool, P.O. 
Box 147, Liverpool L69 3BX. 3Ocm, spiral, vpp, 
31 pp, 4 illustrations, £S.OO. ISBN 1 898212 OS 8. 

Invasion of1745: The Drama in Lancashire and Che
shire by Peter J.c. Smith, Neil Richardson. 29cm, 



paperback, 51pp, 52 illustrations, 4 maps, £3.50. 
ISBN 1 85216 076 4. 

A short history of Hall-i'th' Wood, Bolton and its 
occu1Xln ts c.1483 to the present by Derek R. 
Mills, 19 Leighton Avenue, Heaton, Bolton, 
Lancashire BLl 4LH. ISBN 1 874741 00 X. No 
other information. 

Eyres Press 1 783-1803 - An E mbryo University 
Press by P. O'Brien, Owl Books, 27 Queens
way, Wigan WN1 2JA.  2lcm, 128pp, hard
back, illustrations, £19.95. ISBN 1 873888 45 
7. 

Magazines 
Ashton and Sale History Society Newsletter, No.2, 
April 1993. A4, 10pp, 2 issues a year, £1.00 per 
issue or £5.00 a year (Including membership). 
Available from Mrs Jill Groves, Editor, 77 Mar
ford Crescent, Sale, Cheshire M33 4DN. 

News items, 'Sale's History Man - Norman 
Swain'; 'DA301: Studying Family and Com
munity History' (new OU course); North West 
Events; Other Local History Societies; Book Re
views; Listing of local books and magazines. 

Bury Archives Service Newsletter, New Year 1993. 
A5, 4pp, Free. Available from Bury Archive Ser
vice, 1 st Floor, Derby Hall Annexe, Edwin 
Street (off Crompton Street), Bury BL9 OAS. 

Items Include: ' ... Or Hard Times?'; 'New Ac
cessions 1992'. 

Cheshire Archaeology News, No. l, Autumn 1993, 
occasional archaeology newsletter of Cheshire 
County Council's archaeology department. 
30cm x 14cm, Free. Available from The Princi
pal ArchaeolOgist, Cheshire County Council, 
Environmental Planning, Commerce House, 
Hunter Street, Chester CH1 2QP. 

News items on archaeology in Cheshire. 

Cheshire Archives and Local Studies, Issue 2, 
Spring 1993. A4, 4pp, FREE. Available from the 
Editor, Archives and Local Studies Newsletter, 
Cheshire Record Office, Duke Street, Chester, 
Cheshire CH1 1RL. 

News items on trade direcrtories on micro
fiche, the Galloway Collection, Frodsham 
Academy, 'RInging Records' on the records of 
the Chester Diocesan Guild of Bellringers, and 
township packs update. 

Cheshire History, Spring 1993, No.31. 24cm, 
32pp, 2 issues a year, £7.00 per annum Avail
able from Cheshire Community Council, 96 
Lower Bridge Street, Chester CH1 1 RU. 

Under the edltorship of Or Derek Nuttall, 
Cheshire History is improving its presentation by 
leaps and bounds. The content, which was al
ways high quality, is much enhanced by the 
greater use of photographs and other illustra
tions. But I think that if Or Nuttall wishes to use 
more photographs he will have to change to the 
sort of glossy paper better able to give them the 
definition they need. The price will go up no 
doubt, but so will the number of interested 
readers I hope. 

Articles include: 'Shipbuilding at North
wich: Part Two'; 'Trafford Mill'; 'Vale Royal Es
tate, 1616: Part Two'; 'A Context for the Civil 
War'; The Civil War in Cheshire'; 'The 13th 
Cheshire at Vimy Ridge, 1916'; 'The Headless 
Woman of Duddon' 

Cheshire Past, an annual review of archaeology 
. in Cheshire, No.2, 1993. 21cm x 30cm, 24pp, 1 

issue a year, £2.75 (plus £O.75p p&p). Available 
from The Editor, Cheshire Past, Cheshire County 
Council, Environmental Planning, Commerce 
House, Hunter Street, Chester CH1 2QP. 
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Articles include: 'A Mesolithic Flint Site at 
Aldford'; 'An Iron Age Coin From Near Nan
twich'; 'Prehistoric Mining at Alderley Edge'; 
'Some Bronze Age Axes from Cheshire'; 'The 
Llndow Moss Bog Bodies: Further Research'; 'A 
Roman Road at Crown Farm, Oakmere'; 'A 
Roman Road at Alder Root Farm, Win wick'; 
'Chester Archaeological Service, 1991-2'; 'Two 
Medieval Moated Sites Near Chester'; 'Four 
Coin Hoards From Congleton'; 'Gifford and 



Partners Archaeological Service, 1991-2'; 'Other 
News'. 

Chester Archaeological Service Newsletter, Nos.1 
and 3, March and September 1993. A4, 4pp, 4 
issues a year, 20p per issue, £1.60 annual s� 
scription. Available from Chester Archaeologi
cal Service Offices, Grosvenor Museum, 27 
GrosvenorStreet, ChesterOU 200. 

News items for No.1 include: 'Chester 
Castle: Excavation on site of medieval moats'; 
'Foregate Street'; 'Recent discoveries In Pul
ford'; 'Curatorial'; 'Deva Roman Experience'; 
'Staff Profile'; 'Work Experience In Archaeo
logy'; 'Roman Middlewich Exhibition' 

News items for No.3 include: the rebuilding 
of the city walls, the Roman Invasion, regional 
research, archaeology courses and Cheshire 
Wetlands. 

It is getting very confusing the number of 
history and archaeology newsletters coming 
out of Chester. Chester City Council and Che
shire County Council seem to be v1eing with 
each other to sec who can produce the most. It's 
two each at the moment one local history and 
one archaeology newsletter for Chester, and 
one archaeology and one record office newslet
ter for Cheshire. 

Speaking personally, I think that the Chester 
City newsletters have the edge, even though 
Chester Archaeological Service Newsletter has sud
denly started to charge. 
Chester Local History News, Spring, Summer and 
Autumn 1993. A4, 4pp, FREE, 4 issues a year. 
Available from Chester City Record Office, 
Town Hall, ChesterCHl 2HJ. 

Items in the Spring issue include: 'Vanished 
Streets and Scenes'; 'Victoria County History 
Raffle'; 'North West Local History Fair'; 'Che
shire History'; 'Family History Conference'; 
'Chester Memories on Video'; 'Archaeology 
Work Experience'; 'Foregate Street Dig: The 
New Union Hall'; 'Frodsham and District Local 
History Group'; 'Heritage Centre: Building 
Models'; 'New Titles'; 'An Amazing Chester 
Family'; 'Events Diary'. 

Items include: 'Wheels of Industry'; 'City 
Record office News'; 'Rock at the Royalty!'; 
'New Victorian Chester Pack'; 'Calling all 
Teachers!'; 'National Archaeology Day - 28th 
August'; 'Women Made Free!'; 'A Chester 
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Character'; 'Local History In Art'; and 'Events 
Diary'. 

The Autumn issue is full of news items and 
listings of meetings of local and family hiStory 
societies. 

Chorley and District Historical and Archaedogical 
Society Bulletin, No.21,  November 1992. A4, 
46pp, approx. £2.00. Unknown where it Is avail
able from since the society doesn't put its ad
dress In the Bulletin (very remiss!). Try Chorley 
Library, Union Street, Chorley, Lancashire. 

Articles Include: 'A Walk Around Heath 
Chamock'; 'A Look Around Cherry Gardens, 
(Halgh)'; 'Birkacre and Footpath 103'; 'Sir � 
bert Rawllnson'; 'By Coach to London In 1672'; 
'The Roman Road Excavation at Coppull'; 'The 
Knights Hospltallers of Jerusalem'; 'Cromwell 
and Chorley'; 'Ambrose House'; 'A 100 year 
Old Subway'. 

Gaslight, the newsletter of the North West Gas 
Historical Society, Issues No.21, No.22 and 
No.23, April, May, July / August 1993. A4, 6pp, 
free to anyone with an Interest In the history of 
the gas industry. Available from the Member
ship Secretary Shella Hesketh, British Gas plc, 
Gould Street, Manchester MHOJ. 

Items in Issue No. 21 Include: 'Recollections 
of Liverpool, 1917'; 1f You're "UK" You're 
"OK"; 'The Curious Case of the "Missed" 
Marple'; 'Gas Lighting on Trains'; 'Marple Gas 
Undertaking'; 'Salford Cathedral Schools'; 'A 
History of the Bury Undertaking'; 'The Howard 
Greenfield Archive'; 'Waiter Mills and Joseph 
HughesGM'. 

Items in Issue No. 22 include: 'The Surface 
Box Whisky Trail'; 'What Is It?'; 'History Publi
cations from the Society'; 'The First Twenty 
Years of the North West Gas Board'; 'Women 
Gasworkers -The Great War'. 

Items In Issue No.23 include: 'The Manches
ter Ship Canal'; 'The Liverpool Gas Co. Pen
sions Tontine'; Help Wanted section which in
cludes an item about a hundred year old gas 
man's clog found inside a main of that age; local 
history publications; 'Sugg Heritage Award 
Papers'; 'The Liverpool MUnidpal Undertak
ing'. 

Gruter MAnchester Courier, No. 36, January/Fe-



bruary 1993. A4, 4pp, 6 issues a year, £1.75 for 
six issues (just to cover postage). Available from 
Greater Manchester County Record Office, 56 
Marshall Street, New Cross, Manchester M4 
5FU. 

Items in No.36 include: the results of a sur
vey of GMCRO readers; Urmston Family His
tory Workshop Project; South Cheshire Family 
History Society's project to compile a database 
of the 1891 census for Cheshire. 

Items in No. 37 include: 'British Book Trade 
Index'; 'Volunteers are needed'; 'Cheshire Par
ish Register Transcription Project'; 'Anglo-German Family History Society'; 'Technology'. 

The Local Historian, VoL23, No.3, August 
1 993, the journal of the British Association 
for Local History. 24cm, 58pp, £4.00 per 
copy, 4 issues a year, subscription (including 
membership of BALH and newsletter - see 
below) £15.00. Available from BALH, 
Shopwyke Manor Barn, Chichester, West 
Sussex P020 6BG. 

Articles include: 'English fonts and font 
covers: developments in styles and designs'; 
'Industrial Colonies and the Local Historian'; 
'The Victoria County History of Middlesex'; 
'William Waylett (1728-1815): Surgeon and 
Man-Midwife of Lydd'. 

Local History News, No.28, August 1993, the 
newsletter -of the British Association for Local 
History. AS, 16pp, 2 issues a year, see above for 
subscription details. 

News items. 

LoaII History ' Milgazine, No.39, July/August 
1993 (which actually arrived in early Septem
ber). A4, 36pp, £2.00 per issue or £12.00 for 6 
issues. Available from The Local History Press, 
3 Devonshire Promenade, Lenton, Nottingham 
NG7 2DS. 

Articles include: 'Portland Basin Industrial 

Heritage Centre'; 'Fllntham: unearthing a vil
lage's treasure'; 'A history lesson with a dif
ference'; Why's it called that?'; What kind of 
village was it?'; 'Local history and the small 
press movement'. 

Stockport Heritage, Vo1.2, No. I O, Spring/Sum
mer 1993. A4, 28pp, 4 issues, £8.00 a year. Avail
able from Stockport Heritage Publications, 4 
Garden Terrace, StockportSK6 7EU. 

Articles include: 'Railway Frenzy' (on how 
competing railway companies carved up Stock
port; 'Farewell Red Lion' (see Editorial for more 
details about this outrage); 'St. George's Cen
tenary: A monument to Industrial Prosperity 
and the Protestant Creed'; 'Bygone Days!; 'In
dustrial Heritage - Past and Present'; Wings for 
Victory'; '"A Ride on the Tram"'; 'Mysterious 
Moon Grave: a curiosity of St. Mary's Churchy
ard'; 'Bodies of the Bog'; 'Life on an eighteenth 
century farm'; 'Lyme's Uncertain Future'; 'A bit 
of 'codology'; 'Interpreting Edgeley'; Where 
the woods are haunted'. 

Stretford Chronicle, Stretford Local History S0-
ciety, Spring 1 993. A4, 14pp, price unknown. 
Available from Mr W Ashton, 236 Winchester 
Road, Stretford, Manchester, M32 9PU. 
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Articles in Spring 1 993 issue include: War 
Memorials'; 'King Street Shops'; 'Tell Me a 
Story of Trafford in Times Past'; Where We 
Came From'; 'Stones of Manchester'; 'News
paper Cutting from a Scrapbook'; 'Reminis
cences of Old Stretford (Part 2),; "'Duty" Nov. 
21st 1901'. 

Articles in Autumn 1993 issue include: 'Kirk
ham's Shop'; The History of the Telephone in 
Manchester'; 'Stretford's Vintage Bike Race'; 
'Pomona Gardens'; 'The Workhouse'; Wartime 
Reminiscences'; 'Reminiscences of Old Stret
ford (part 3)'; 'Trip to Capesthome Hall'; 'Ex
chequer Lay Subsidies Lancaster Hearth Tax 
Salford Hundred -Stretforde'. 
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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES ' 

To report we had a fine Christmas event, a 
very pleasant evening with fun from Mr 
Richbell's quiz. Our thanks to all those 
members who provided us with an excel
lent buffet meal. 

The Society is helping to prepare a dis
play for Trafford to celebrate the centen-
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ary of the opening of the Manchester Ship 
Canal and this will be shown later in the 
year. 

At time of going to press we look for
ward to a visit to the Portland Museum by 
the Ashton Canal, Ashton-under-Lyne, ar
ranged by Mr. Higginbottom. 



I am glad Miss Kristant has responded 
to our Secretary's plea for stories about 
World War II and hope other members 

will follow suit. Anyone know any history 
or anecdotes about Altrincham's hostel
ries? 

SOCIETY NEWS AND MEETINGS · 
28th March, 1994, 'Civil Wars in Cheshire: 
The Nantwich Phase' 
25th April, 1994, 'The Shaping of Bowdon' 

16th May, 1994, 'Happy Birthday to the 
Big Ditch' (the centenary of the Manches
ter Ship Canal) 

NORTH WEST HISTORY NEWS 
, 

Rebuilding Chester's Walls 
This project to restore Chester's medieval 
walls, to stop them collapsing �nd to 
underpin them, has been on gomg for 
nearly four years and a great deal has been 
discovered about the archaeology under
neath and around the walls. This includes 
a possibly early reinforcement of the 
Roman rampart where the Saddlers 
Tower used to stand until the last century 
and a trench wall for the Roman building. 
Artefacts found include a complete 
Roman pottery lamp. 

The walls between St. Martins Gate and 
Newgate are being gradually dismantl�, 
new foundations set and the walls rebUilt 
on top using modern fill but reusing the 
facing stones in their original positions. 

Money for the project has been pro
vided by Chester City Council, English 
Heritage and the European Regional De
velopment Fund. [Source: Chester Archaeo
logical Service Newsletter] 

Cheshire Wetlands Survey 
The North West Wetlands Survey has ar
rived in Cheshire. It is being run by Lanca
shire University Archaeology Unit. Do
cumentary research by Cheshire County 
Council Archaeological Department has 
already begun. But, as the survey?rs will 
soon find out, the first problem will be to 
find the peat bogs. Cheshire's wetlands 
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tend to be small basin mires 
Manchester Ancient Textiles Unit 
This was established in 1989 as a co-opera
tive research institution by the Depart
ment of Textiles, UMIST, and the Depart
ment of Archaeology, Manchester Univer
sity. UMIST has recently been awarded 
£128,000 by the Leverhulme Trust for re
search by MA TU on the 500 fragments. of 
textiles from Vindolanda. Other studies 
include work on fabrics from Tel el-Mama 
and work on wigs and their usage in 
ancient Egypt in support of the work of 
the renowned Egyptologist at Manchester, 
Or Rosalie David. 

In 1990 MA TU launched a one-year 
taught MA course on archaeological tex
tiles. It's unique and proving very attrac
tive to students from Europe and North 
America. [Source: Current Archaeology] 

South East Cheshire Studies Unit 
The South East Cheshire Studies Unit is a 
local history resource centre providing a 
service to students and the public. 

The Unit collects and preserves ma
terial on the history of south-east Che
shire: documents, photographs, maps, 
oral history, census returns (which have 
been transcribed and entered on a com
puter database). 

If you hav� material on the histo�y of 
. south-east Cheshire, photographs, wntten 



material, maps, memories of the area you 
would like to share, then the South East 
Cheshire Studies Unit would like to hear 
from you. They can be found at Crewe 
and Alsager Faculty, Manchester Metro
politan University, Hassil Road, Alsager 
S17 2HL or telephone 0270 882500 ex ten
sion 3018. 

Oral History Project 
North West Sound Archive, in conjunction 
with the Lancashire Local History Feder
ation, is running an oral history project to 
record memories on the following sub
jects: Childhood, Work and Leisure, and 
World War 11. If you want more informa
tion or to help, contact NWSA, Clitheroe 
Castle, Clitheroe, Lancashire (tel. 0200 
27897) [Source: Greater Manchester Courier] 

John Rylands Library, Deansgate, 
Manchester 
A major rewiring project, which began in 
late September 1993, means the main read
ing room will be closed, possibly into 
April, and only cramped accommodation 
and reduced services will be available in 
the ground floor rooms. Users are asked to 
telephone well in advance of their visit: 
tel. 061 834 5343. [Source: Greater Manches
ter Courier] 

Little Underbank, Stockport -

Medieval Cellars Discovered 
Renovation to a supposed eighteenth cen
tury building in Little Underbank (part of 
Stanley Racing betting shop) revealed a 
medieval cellar and sub-cellar. Archaeo
logists were called in and a nineteenth 
century cellar dwelling also appeared, 
complete with fireplace, stone slop sink, 
archway cut into the bedrock and a well. 
A vast collection of ceramic ink bottles 
was alSo discovered. [Source: Stockport He
ritage] 

Chadwick Chapel, River Goyt, near 
Stockport - Restoration Begins 
The restoration has begun of a small cha
pel near Stockport and its associated farm 
buildings. European Community money 
is being ploughed into the project via the 
Mersey Basin Campaign to the tune of 
£275,000, which will be 45% of the costs 
with more money coming from the 
Countryside Commission and English He
ritage. 

An archaeological survey is being done 
before the restoration proper begins. The 
chapel i tself is thought to be sixteenth cen
tury, but it is believed that it lies on the 
site of a monastic cell dating back to the 
time of St. Chad, Bishop of Mercia, c.650 
AD. [Source: Stockport Heritage] 

DAVENPORT GREEN AND THE LOST 
VILLAGES 

A Review of the Historical Side of the AMEC 
Development 

There is a possibility that the Davenport 
Green Development proposed by AMEC 
may be built on the site of the 'lost' vil-
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lages and manors of 'Sundreland' and 'Al
retune'. 

Both 'Sundreland' and 'Alretune' ap-



peared in the Domesday Book. 'Sundre
land' was held jointly in 1086 by Gilbert, 
Ranulf and Hamo with Baguley. 'Alre
tune' was held by Hamo de Massey in 
1086 as a single manor. 

'Sundreland' probably equates to the 
Sunderland Green on the edge of Timper
ley, Hale and Baguley which appears on 
Burdett's map of Cheshire dated 1777, 
rather than Sinderland. The position of 
Sunderland Green on the eighteenth cen
tury map is along Clay Lane between the 
junctions with Well field Lane, White Carr 
Lane and Dobbinetts Lane. However, in 
the first Ordnance Survey map of the area 
in 1840-44 Sunderland Green was not 
shown. 

'Alretune' is mentioned in a document 
when the Lord of the Manor, Hamo de 
Massey III, gave it and Sunderland to his 
daughter Cicely in the late twelfth century 
and again in a charter of 1290 when an
other Hamo de Massey 'stated his inten
tion of enclosing his deer park at Sundre
land'. But there is field name evidence. 
'Alretune' may have derived from the Old 
English 'alors' - meaning alder trees. The 
Tithe Map of 1838 notes two fields called 
Ollershey (alder tree enclosure) and 01-
liery Field (alder tree field) along the bank 
of the Fairywell Brook running north from 
Hasty Lane. According to STAG: 'Two 
buildings in Hasty Lane are thought to be 
centuries old. One seems to have been a 
two-bayl hall open to the roof, with a third 
chamber of two storeys. The other build
ing was originally a barn with probable 
medieval internal roof timbers. The site 
appears to have been oc�pied for cen
turies and it is not unreasonable to think 
that Alretune was either on or nearby this 
site'. 

In the Park, and close to the possible lo
cation of Sunderland Green, is Lathom 
Hall, built on the site of Bentley Hall 
which was demolished in 1888. Bentley 
Hall was said to be have been built in 
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1708, but, going by the drawing of it made 
by the Victorian antiquarian John Owen, it 
had the look of a much earlier building, 
say fifteenth or sixteenth century. The 
drawing shows a thatched hall-house, 
with a chimney at either end and perhaps 
an upper storey at either end. If built in 
1 708, it was, even by vernacular architec
ture standards, very old-fashioned. More 
likely it was extended in 1708 and perhaps 
had the wattle-and-daub in-fill between 
the upright posts replaced by bricks. 

Davenport Green Wood has been desig
nated a Site of Scientific Interest. It seems 
to be an ancient woodland with a wide 
diversity of flora and fauna. It might even 
be what remains of the ancient woodland 
mentioned in the Domesday Book under . 
the manor of Hale. That woodland was 'I 
league long and l,.2 wide' (3 miles long by 
1l,.2 wide). 

Both Sunderland and Alretune, if their 
locations are correct, will be, in whole or 
in part, within AMEC's Science Park. 
However, whether or not anything re
mains to be found of the two manors is a 
question which might be answered by a 
detailed archaeological assessment to be 
carried out by Greater Manchester Ar
chaeological Unit on behalf of AMEC. 

The purpose of this review is not to be 
overtly for or against the AMEC's Science 
Park, but to point out that an area that 
looks to a developer like an empty site of 
fields and trees, has a long history and 
possibly a number of historical sites. This 
could prove expensive for a developer be
cause of a number of directives and legis
lation requiring them to have archaeologi
cal finds investigated, albeit with rescue 
digs with specified time-limits. The de
veloper is expected to provide a good pro
portion of the money for a dig, which 
could hold up any building work for some 
months, if not a year or two. 

The Davenport Green development 
part of the Public Enquiry has taken place 



from 8th to 18th March. Now we have a 
year to wait for the Inspector's Report. 

Notes 
1. A 'bay' was a length of building between 
wooden uprights 9 to 16 feet apart. 

Sources 
This review was written with the help of informa
tion sheets produced by STAG for a meeting of the 
Davenport Green Belt Action Group on 26th 
January, 1994. 

GREEN GROW THE RUSHES-O 
Thoughts on Our Local Greens 

The Proposed AMEC development of of
fices at Davenport Green has caused a fu
rore amongst those interested in Green 
Belt and other issues. In a rather different 
approach, I want to consider a 'green belt' 
of a historical, non-planning nature. 

Mike Nevell of the Great Manchester 
Archaeological Unit, who lectured to us a 
year or two ago on the archaeology of 
north-east Cheshire, has been looking for 
signs of early settlement in the area and I 
hope he will let his findings be known to 
the Society in due course. Another lecturer 
who came to us recently was Philip Mor
gan, who, some years ago, edited the Che
shire volume of the Domesday Book series 
published by Phillimore. In it he gave no 
site for Alretune (mentioned in Jill Groves' 
article), translated as 'Alretunstall', the 
name of which he entered between the 
marks ' " suggesting its site had been un
known for some time. Mr. Dore in his His
tory of Hale identified its probable site in 
the parish of Hale in the Davenport Green 
area. The site of Sunderland, also listed by 
Philip Morgan, is better known and Jill 
mentions its likely location. I am not going 
to develop the theme of finding these 
places here because much more will 
become known about them in the near fu
ture. 

My purpose is to make a few brief com
ments about the place-name element 
'green'. which is very common round here, 
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as in Davenport Green, and to suggest rea
sons for the location of that place-name. 
Examples of local 'greens' include Goose 
Green, Bow Green, Green Lane Timperley, 
Well Green, Hale Green, Hough Green, 
Davenport Green, Sunderland Green, 
Etrop Green and Newall Green, the term 
'green' signifying grassy open space. Why 
was it so common here and what was a 
possible land-use to account for it? 

A particular type of medieval settle
ment was the 'green village' in which ho
mesteads were clustered round the village 
green. In this situation the green was the 
central focus of the place. It has been said 
that such a green surrounded by houses 
might have represented an early forest 
clearing or an area inside a string of wa
gons drawn up in a circle by the first set
tlers into a district. Some greens certainly 
carry the name of identifiable villages. In 
the case of Hale Green, this lay in the Hale 
Low area and may well have served as a 
central or peripheral communal small 
open space at the site of old Hale which 
once lay near Queen's Road, but in con
trast, Bow Green was not central to Bow
don. 

In general, local greens do not seem to 
have been integral centres of nucleated 
villages or hamlets. Most are in rural open 
spaces, with one or two farms, houses or 
cottages nearby. They may have been ay 
sociated with nuclear settlements in the 



distant past, but this is difficult to prove 
and it is also possible that names such as 
Goose Green in Altrincham are not very 
old. Goose Green was shown on an Altrin
cham map of 1 799 surrounded by a few 
cottages, but it was not named as such. It 
was not central to the town and lay in the 
fields a little distance from houses in 
George Street (there was no Railway 
Street). 

Only Hale Green, Bow Green and 
Sunderland Green carry the name of 
ancient manors listed in Domesday Book. 
However, a manor was a holding of land 
and not a single group of homesteads such 
as a village. Recognisable tracts of occupa
tion at the time were called 'vills', a loose 
term which could represent anything from 
a town to a farmstead and not necessarily 
a village. A vill may have consisted of one 
or more manors. For example, the Domes
day reference to Sunderland (in Timper
ley) and for Baguley, reads: (my paren-
theses): . 

"Gilbert (de Venables?), Ranulph (Main war
ing?) and Hamo (de Massey) hold (i.e. in 
1 086) Sunderland and Baguley. Alfward, 
Sucga, Woodman and Pat held it (i.e. the 
Anglo-Saxon landholders in 1066) as 4 
manors; they were free men. I hide (c.120 
acres) paying tax. Land for 11,.7 ploughs. It is 
all waste; value before 1 066, 3s." 

Here is a statement of the ownership of 
manors across two vills, which started life 
in late Anglo-Saxon times, the lands of 
which were divided into four before 1066 
and into three after that date. This sug
gests the places were in n�gotiable areas, 
perhaps on the fringes of established 
strong vills. It was unlikely there would 
be four separate vills (as villages) at 1066 
and only three in 1086, unless one had 
been destroyed. It is quite possible one or 
two of the manors never had settlements 
on them but were just tracts of land. What 
was describeQ was of no great monetary 
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value, yet for some reason the lands were 
valuable enough to be territories shared in 
Saxon times by four free Saxon thegns, in
cluding Alfward (who will be mentioned 
shortly again) and, later, shared by three 
important Normans. 

Another nearby place was Northenden. 
Here was another shared vill, held by 
Ranulf and Bigot (de Loges) in 1086 but 
which had been held before 1066 as one 
manor by Wulfgeat, a free Saxon. This 
seems to have been an important two
manor vill with a church. To the west lay 
Hale, also an important vill, held before 
the Conquest by Alfward as one manor in 
his large estate, and in 1086 by Hamo de 
Massey. Probably the missing Sunderland 
and 'Alretunstall', held in 1066 by Alf
ward and in 1086 by Hamo, lay between 
Northenden and Hale. Alfward's great 
Saxon estate comprised Dunham, Bow
don, Hale, Ashley, 'Alretunstall' and parts 
of Sunderland and Baguley. The point is 
that Alfward's estate was granted almost 
in toto by the Norman Earl of Chester I to 
Hamo de Massey (with other manors else
where) including the split vills at its east
ern edge, which lands remained divided, a 
fringe of manors to the main estate. 

So what is interesting about this shared 
fringe? It is precisely this territory where a 
number of 'greens' lie - Davenport, 
Sunderland, Etrop and N ewall. Davenport 
is a post-Domesday family name, Sunder
land means 'the place apart', Etrop 'the 
outlying farm', and Newall, pOSSibly a late 
hall/ farm. At the time of the Domesday 
Survey the manors of Baguley, Sunder
land and Alretunstall were recorded as 
previously having some arable cultivation 
but were waste. Whereas other places, 
which had been recorded as wasted by the 
Norman advance in 1070 later recovered 
(such as Ashley) and retained or sub
sequently redeveloped their villages, no 
large settlement is definitely known to 
have emerged after 1086 in the district be-



tween Hale and Northenden. It could be 
Alretunstall and Sunderland were manors 
but never nucleated places which we 
would recognise as villages. If Alfward 
shared part of the district before 1066 was 
there perhaps nothing more than a farm or 
two here before the Norman Conquest? 
Was the land worked from pre-existing 
places such as Hale and Northenden? 

There is one striking feature which dis
tinguished the sites of these places in the 
historic 'belt of greens' from the sites of 
main vills such as Hale and Northenden 
and that is the type of soil. Dunham, Bow
don, Hale and Northenden were all situ
ated on dry soil sites, glacial or fluvio-gla
cial sands or gravels or other light dry 
soils, slightly elevated and suitable for 
easy tilling by early man. The 'greens' be
tween Hale and Northenden, in contrast, 
were wholly in a large area of boulder 
clay, a sticky heavy soil deposited by gla
ciers and very difficult to work with 
primitive ploughs. The clay area is likely 
to have been originally woodland and 
places such as Timperley and Baguley 
carry the suffix 'ley' meaning 'clearing' in 
the woodland, and Alretunstall includes 
the element 'alder'. While some land was 
obviously tilled as indicated by the 

presence of ploughs in 1066 the area might 
have become more suitable for pannage 
for pigs and grazing for cattle and horses, 
particularly when the climate deteriorated 
in the later middle ages and became wet
ter. As time went on did the 'greens' 
emerge as mainly wet animal areas, per
haps dairy farm vaccaries? Or was this 
land of open cattle ranges or ranches, 
roamed by north-east Cheshire cowboys? 
Unle$,s some further documentary evi
dence appears, only archaeological evi
dence will be able to solve the mystery of 
the land-use and missing settlements of 
this area, recently a backwater, now in the 
glare of publicity. This is an intriguing dis
trict recently de-regulated from Green Belt 
status, yet which for a long time has been 
a belt of greens of a purely historical na
ture. 

References 
Dodgson, J. MeN., The Place-Names of Cheshire, Eng
lish Place-Name Society, Lutterworth, 1967. 
Dore, R.N., A History of Hale; From Domesday to 
Dormitory, Sherratt, 1 972. 
Morgan, P., editor, Domesday Book of Cheshire, Phil
limore, 1978. 
Geological Survey, Stockport Sheet (Drift), lin. to 1 
mile, 1953. 

A WARTIME STORY 

I started working at Metropolitan Vickers 
in Trafford Park at the age of fourteen and 
by 1939 I had worked up to being a typist 
in the main Stenographic .Department on 
the fifth floor of the main offices. I used to 
get a bus from Woodheys to Ashfield 
Road, Sale, and change there to a bus 
going into Trafford Park. 

When the War started we each had to 
take our gas-mask with us in a cardboard 
box, supplied with it I was attending 
Vickers' shorthand, typing and secretarial 
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classes which were held in the evening 
after work (you could have your tea in the 
canteen). When the bombs began to drop 
the time was changed to Saturday morn
ing, when the bombers were not likely to 
come over. Barrage balloons were flying 
all over Trafford Park. 

My family had an Anderson Shelter 
given to us by the Council and I dug a 
large square hole in the garden to accom
modate it, my younger sister pulling the 
buckets of soil up on a rope and piling it 



up to one side. We eventually got the shel
ter up, bolted it together and with 
Mother's greater strength got the bolts 
tight. I was then eighteen, lsabel eleven 
and Mother fifty-two. The shelter was 
covered in soil. The square opening for the 
door was at soil level, and was protected 
by the back of one oak sideboard and by 
soil. A good job it was light sandy soil! We 
were given two benches which went in the 
shelter, one each side of the opening. 
Eventually the bottom half of the shelter 
was concreted by the Council to keep it 
drier. 

Spending some hours of the night in the 
shel ter and going to work next day was 
considered quite normal. 

One night I got fed up and all was 
quiet, so I climbed out and into the house 
to make a pot of tea. Thick black cotton 
cloth was across all windows so no crack 
of light showed outside. If light showed 
then the Air Raid Wardens came and lec
tured you - an aircraft would see it. I put 
the kettle on and a light and the teapot 
had tea in it, when I heard the noise of 
something coming down. Off went the 
kettle and the light and I dashed out to the 
shelter and was so frightened I scraped 
the back of my legs on the corrugated met
al getting into the hole. I realised then 
when you heard something coming down 
you had to get out of its way - nothing 
else mattered! A day or two later I found a 
shell had landed in a porch on the main 
road five minutes from our house. 

Metrovick was, of course, on war work 
but even so a lot of the lads volunteered 
for the Forces. Somewhere in the firm a 
record was kept and if they were injured 
or killed we got to know. We knitted 
scarves, mittens, gloves, socks and bala
clava helmets in the colours of the Forces 
and these were packed up somewhere in 
the firm for distribution. 

When the Germans sent their bombers 
the night before Christmas Eve one year 
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we spent most of the night in the shelter 
because their target was Trafford Park. 
Next morning after almost no sleep we 
went into work again. An incendiary 
bomb had dropped on a pavement in 
Stretford and set fire to a gas main. A land 
mine had dropped into the south end of 
the works but fortunately had only blown 
up an old tin shelter. When we got to the 
office we could see the smouldering place 
where the incendiaries had landed on the 
roof of the main works, a few feet below 
us. 

As it was Christmas Eve our boss de
cided our "footing" would go ahead at 
lunchtime. A "footing", in the Metrovick 
sense, was a meal where all partakers sup
plied the food, i.e. footed the bill. After 
that all the girls took part in a comb and 
paper concert and tried to look jolly, al
though we felt like "death warmed up". 

Metrovick had started building a new 
separate works which was known as the 
Aircraft Factory. We in the Stenographic 
Department had to type all the schedules 
for the parts, first for the two engined 
planes called the Manchester Bomber and 
later for the four engined plane called the 
Lancaster Bomber. It was very boring 
work. All sizes of screws was what I 
typed, but we all felt we were doing our 
bit for the War Effort. 

Sometime later the Government started 
calling up women and as I was in the age 
group the Women's Supervisor of the 
firm, knowing my family circumstances, 
got me transferred to the Meter Depart
ment where they made meters and instru
ments for all the Forces. I was therefore on 
full-time war work and safe from call-up. 

M y elder sister was seven years older 
than me and the call-up never got to her 
age. She joined the Home Guard, evenings 
and weekends only. We both went out on 
Fire Duty in our road at night but nothing 
happened when we were out for which I 
was gladl 



Being of the right age, I attended dances 
run by the Red Cross - a man I knew or
ganised them. One I remember was at Sale 
Town Hall, where many of the lads were 
in uniforms. Another I remember was at 
Longford Hall, Stretford, and there was a 
ban on alcohol, last year's dance being too 
rowdy. We girls took our dancing shoes in 
a holdall and when we took our shoes out 
the lads put bottles in and the holdalls 
hung under our coats in the cloakroom. At 
the interval time we took our holdalls into 
the Bar room where we had a corner table 

and one lad went to the Bar for a bottle of 
lemonade and seventeen glasses. So all 
was not glum by any means. 

The day the war ended we got out of 
work a bit earlier and my sister and I were 
riding our bicycles along the main road 
when we saw a teacher from Sale High 
School. We stopped and as she looked un
happy we said, "Have you not heard, the 
War is over." She replied, "Oh yes, I have 
heard but my husband was killed two 
days ago." We had never thought you 
could be killed right at the end of a war! 

HALE ROAD AIR RAID DEFENCE 
ORGANISATIONS FIFTY YEARS AGO 

The following information has come from 
Mr Arthur R Lord of Chipping Local His
tory Society (Preston), whose uncle, Mr 
J .H. Smith, worked at Wilson's Shop (fur
nishings, etc.) and lived at 44 Stamford 
Park Road and was an air raid warden in 
1942. The papers show clearly the state of 

Hilda 8ay/iss 
emergency at the time and the air defence 
arrangements and accoutrements for 
Beech Road and parts of Stamford Park 
Road, and Hale Road half a century ago. 
The papers have been deposited in the So
ciety's collection in Altrincham Library. 

HALE WARDEN'S BULLETIN - OCTOBER. NO. 7/1943 

1. APPOINTMENTS. Section Warden - Mr. F.W. Fleetwood is appointed Section War
den in No. 9 Section as successor to Mr. E.M. Johnson, who has resigned this office in 
consequence of his Council duties. 

Deputy Section Wardens - Messrs. P.M. Evans and J.A. Cooper have been appointed De
puty section Wardens of No.ll Section. 

2. CIVIL DEFENCE SUNDAY. Church Parade at the Hale Congregational Church on 
Sunday, September 26th. There was an excellent turn out of Wardens for this Service, 
and it was greatly appreciated by the Hale Congregational Church authorities. The 
whole of the collection (amounting to £27.6.4.) was forwarded to the RA.F. Benevolent 
Fund. 

3. TRAINING. Mr. J. Southern has arranged a series of interesting and instructive lec
tures, to be given during the winter montns at St. Baldred's Hall, as lollows :-

Thursday, October 21st at 7.30 p.m. Lecture by Mr. Brown, Civilian 
Bomb Disposal Squad. Subject: "How a Bomb Works". 
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Friday, November 19th, at B.O p.m. Lecture by Mr. Collier, Senior Staff 
Officer, Manchester Rescue Squad. Subject: "Actual Experiences in the 
Manchester Blitz". 
Friday, December 10th, at B.O p.m. Sergeant Rogers, Area Training Of
ficer. Subject: "Incident Control". 
(This lecture is for the benefit of all Wardens, not merely for Incident 
Control personnel). 
Friday, January 21st, at B.O p.m. Mr. Marsh, G.I.O. Subject: "An Up-to
date Talk on Poison Gas". 

It should be noted that attendance at these lectures is reckoned as part of the 48 hours' 
duty per month which every Warden is expected to carry out. Every Warden who can 
possioly attend these lectures should be there. 

4. GUARD OF HONOUR. HALE COUNCIL OFFICES. The Wardens' Guard of Honour 
for the Officers of the 4th Indian Division on the 9th October was greatly appreciated, 
and was an excellent parade. The following is a copy of a letter of appreciation from the 
Chairman of the Hale -V.D.C. to the Chief Warden :- . 

14th October, 1943 

Dear Capt. Potter, 

Will you please accept yourself, and also convey to your Wardens, my: sincere thanks for 
your attendance ana splendid "turn-out" on the occasion of the visit of the Officers of the 
'lth Indian Division to Hale, on Sunday, the 9th instant. 

You will be pleased, no doubt, to hear that in a conversation with Lt.-Col. Scott, who was 
in charge ofthe party, he paid a high tribute to us. He told me during the evening how 
delighted he was at the reception gIven to him in Hale, and mentioned that the Guard of 
Honour at our Council Offices was one of the finest he had seen for a long time. 

I think you, and the volunteers under you, will appreciate this compliment which, I be- . 
lieve, was given in sincerity. 

. 

Again, many thanks for your splendid support. 

With kind regards and very best wishes 

Yours fai thfull y, 

(Signed) J.W. ROGERS . 

Chairman - Hale U.D.e. 

P.S. Since writing the above, I have received a letter from Lt.-Col. Scott, endorsing the 
sentiments referred to. 
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5. EIRE GUARDS INSTRUCDONAL TRAINING FILM. A film show is to be given on 
Sunday, November 14th, at 3.0 p.m. at the Hale Cinema, and the Fire Guard Staff Officer, 
Mr. Davidson, has kindly invited any Wardens who would like to attend. Appointment 
Cards should be carried for ('roduction if r�uired. 
6. DARTS COMPETITION. The Hale Wardens have entered the Divisional League Com
petition, and would welcome new players. Names should be sent to Deput): Section 
Warden J. Dale at 1, School Road, Hale, as early as possible, as the first match is on 4th 
November. 

C.H. POTIER (Chief Warden, Hale) 
G.H. TA YLOR (Assistant Chief Warden Hale) 

There were 109 houses in all for whom 
the warden was Mr Smith whose name 
can be seen in the register at No. 44 Stam
ford Park Road. For safety in an air raid 
nine households (and probably more) 
used their cellars, three stayed downstairs, 
four crept under the stairs and two went 
in the pantry. Two had their own shelters, 
perhaps an 'Anderson' shelter in the gar
den or a 'Morrison' steel table indoors, or 
had built their own. Most people slept up-

stairs though one household preferred the 
kitchen. There were eleven stirrup pumps 
(SP) among the houses of which five were 
privately owned, and four grabbers (?) of 
which two were private. A few house
holds had an 'ST' (? stop-tap for water). 
The personal element is shown by the neat 
but limited information for Beech Road 
compared with the less legible but fuller 
record for part of Stamford Park Road. 

COLONEL JOHAN ROSWORM 
in his own words 

" A Known Souldier in Forrain Parts" or " Good Service 
Hitherto Unrewarded ... " 

Perhaps it is true to say that at the begin
ning of the English Civil War there was a 
shortage of commanders of quality and 
experience. Many years had passed since 
there had been a major conflict in Eng
land. Therefore, often the effective com
manders had gained their knowledge of 
warfare abroad, usually in Europe where 
the Thirty Years' War raged from 1618 to 
1648. A prime example, on the Royalists' 
side, of such a commander of ability (and 
ruthlessness) was Prince Rupert, King 
Charles I's nephew. Maybe we could cite 
Sir Thomas Fairfax as one with similar 
qualifications, having fought in the Low 
Countries as well as in Scotland. He was a 
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Rqn Higginbottom 
Yorkshireman fighting for Parliament, 
who rose to become Commander-in-Chief . 
of the New Model Army. 

However, the same lack of experience 
in the arts of warfare was apparent at ' 
lower levels. Indeed, young Colonel Ro
bert Puckenfield (aged twenty-three in 
1642), a Parliamentarian, was described by 
a critic as being 'more fitted to lead geese 
than men'. As the war progressed these 
'amateurs' learned their trade very 
quickly the hard way - in battle. 

There were mercenaries in Europe who 
watched the political situation unfold in 
England. It was obvious to them that soon 
there would be opportunities to use their 



special skills in the service of King or Par
liament. Mercenaries did not have any 
personal feelings for one side or the other. 
Colonel Rosworm was such a man. He 
was a German military engineer of skill 
who had fought on the continent and in 
Ireland. He was certainly the right man 
who happened to be in the right place at 
the right time. Perhaps, he was on the re
turn journey home after fighting in Ireland 
when in 1642 he was put under contract 
by twenty-two Manchester men to con
struct defence works for the town. He was 
to be paid £30 for a six month's engage
ment. This was later extended to £60 for a 
year. 

Manchester in 1642 was the important 
commercial centre of south-east Lanca
shire dealing especially with textiles. The 
town had no walls and apart from the 
Rivers Irk and the Irwell had no defences. 
Manchester men were very largely sup
portive of Parliament's views and refused 
to 'hand over' the large stock of gunpow
der and match to the Royalists. (There had 
been threats to Rosworm's life by Man
chester Loyalists.) This defiance, of course, 
put them in some danger of attack. Fur
ther insult had been added by the treat
ment that Lord Strange had received from 
unruly members of the militia. The 
Royalists decided to resolve the matter by 
the use of force. Accordingly, Lord 
Strange (later to become the Earl of Derby) 
mustered some 4,000 infantrymen, 
together with a cavalry force and cannons 
in Warrington. They marched to Manches
ter where the force was divided into two. 
One part took up a position at the site near 
the present St. john's Street (then Alport 
Lodge). Here Lord Strange established his 
headquarters. The other group was placed 
on the Salford side of the Irwell near the 
old bridge that predated the present Victo
ria Bridge. No problems had been caused 
by Salford as it had Royalist sympathies. 

Rosworm had already prepared Man-
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chester for a siege with speedy but effec
tive measures. He had his men erect posts 
on either side of the streets and linked the 
posts with chains across. This hindered ca
valry charges. Earthen barricades had 
been built in those places where his long 
experience had taught him would prove 
weak points. When actual fighting took 
place Rosworm took part and helped re
pulse the enemy. He was not contracted to 
do any actual fighting himself - he only 
had to build the 'fortifications'. 

It should be of interest of people in the 
Altrincham district that John Booth of 
Dunham, younger son of Sir George Booth 
took an active part in the fighting. Other 
gentlemen were Ralph Assheton of 
Middleton, who had come with 150 well
equipped men. His family had fought 
with honour at Flodden Field. The overall 
commander of the garrison was Captain 
Radcliffe. Richard Holland of Denton and 
Captain Bradshaw of Bolton were there 
together to assist the doughty townsfolk. 
These gentlemen were agreed that they 
would defend their liberty and property to 
the 'utmost hazard' of their lives. 

The siege lasted from 22nd September 
to 1st October, 1642, when the Royalists 
withdrew after suffering substantial 
losses. They had failed to achieve their ob
jective as the gunpowder remained in 
Manchester. Rosworm had the audacity to 
make a sally to capture Royalist arms. 

Colonel Rosworm had proved his 
worth, as without his expertise the out
come of the siege might have been very 
different. He was deservedly popular. 
Consequently, it was a pity that this rela
tionship was somewhat soured when he 
later felt that he had never been adequ
ately rewarded for his valuable services. 
(Other sources say Rosworm was paid! 
Who knows the truth?) In fact, he com
plained in a long tract - with an even 
longer title, "Good Service Hitherto III Re
warded or an Historical Relation of Eight 



Years' Service for King and Parliament in 
and about Manchester and Those Parts". 
This was printed in 1649. He approached 
Sir Thomas Fairfax and John Bradshaw, 
both important Parliamentarians, who 
sympathised greatly with him but did not 
seem able to help him. In 1651 a second 
tract was written - "The Case of Lieut-Coll 
Rosworme A Known Souldier in Forrain 
Parts". Rosworm complained that his wife 
and children were living on charity. He 
thought Manchester was an 'ungrateful 
town'. 

His fortunes were to change for the bet
ter when he was appointed Engineer
Gen�ral (under the Commonwealth) of all 
forts and garrisons in England. He was to 
be paid ten shillings a day plus an extra 
two shillings a day for his clerk. 

With the Restoration of the monarchy 

in 1660 Colonel Johan Rosworm, the 
foreign mercenary, - who had played such 
an important rOle locally at a time of great 
national conflict, seems to have left Eng
land for good, perhaps returning to his na
tive Germany. 
Acknowledgement. 
My grateful thanks to Mr Alistair Cooper of John 
RylandsUbrary. 

Source. 
1 .  Peter Young, The English Civil War. 
2. JiII Groves, The Impact of Civil War cm a C0m
munity. 
3. Emest Broxap, The Grtflt Civil War in Lancashire, 
1642-51. 
4. John Palmer, The History of the Siege of Mimchester 
by the King's Forces under the Command of Lord 
Strange, 1642, 1822. 

BOOK REVIEWS 
The Diaries of Absa/om Watkln: A Man
chester Man 1787-1861 edited by Mag
dalen Goffln 
Alan Sutton Lld 
23cm, hardback, xilipp, 390pp, 1 4  
Illustrations, £16.99. ISBN 0 7509 0417 8 
This is more the biography of a man who 
lived in Manchester during the early half 
of the nineteenth century, based on his 
diaries, rather than the diaries themselves. 
Magdalen Goffin, a descendant of the 
diarist, attempts to paint a rosy picture of 
an ancestor of whom she is obviously very 
proud. 

However, the reader may draw a differ
ent conclusion. AbsaloIIL Watkin was a 
complex character. He was a much es
teemed public figure, called upon to com
pose the loyal address !O Queen Yictoria 
at the time of her mamage to Prince Al
bert, not only on behalf of the people of 
Manchester, but those of Salford too, as 
well as many petitions to both Parliament 
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and the monarchs through whose reigns 
he lived. Privately, he was a petty tyrant 
who kept his family short of the wh�� 
withals of life, was not adverse to boxmg 
his wife's ears and flirted with other 
women whilst in her company. 

In this book we view, through Absalom 
Watkin's middl�class eyes, - events which 
occurred in Manchester. We see them 
through the eyes of a person w�o n�t o�y 
lived during this turbulent penod m his- . 
tory, but also did much to influence the 
events themselves. From the aftermath of 
the Peterloo massacre, through the coming 
of the Railway Age, and the fear during 
the Chartist riots, Mrs Goffin steers us on 
an unerring course, although it is som� 
times hard to distinguish between her 
scholarship and Absalom's remarks. 

A prodigious reader, he was principally 
self-educated. Having been employed by 
his uncle, the cotton merchant John Wat
kin, from the age of fourteen, by today's 



standards he would have had very little 
education. However, by the standards of 
his own day, he would have been better 
educated than most. At age twenty, when 
his uncle retired, Absalom became sole 
proprietor of the cotton business in his 
own name. 

He rose to become a leading member of 
Manchester's middle-class community. In 
1832 he went to live at Rose Hill in North
end en. A cotton merchant the whole of his 
life, he was also a founder member and 
leading light of the Literary Society, vice 
president of the Anti-Com Law Associ
ation, and a director of the Athenaeum. 
He also held directorships with the Com
mercial Bank of England, and the Oxford, 
Andover, Manchester and Southampton 
Railway. He was an auditor of the Man
chester Assurance Company, an overseer 
of the New Poor Law, and one of the first 
magistrates appointed for the new Bo
rough of Manchester. 

Of course, the diaries were never in
tended for publication. They are often the 
outpouring of a troubled mind, rather 
than a mere record of events. It may have 
been easier to talk to the diaries than to an
other person. However, he met many 
leading figures of his day and his observa-

tions on their appearance and character 
are most interesting. 

If I have criticism of the book, it is that it 
is far too long. Throughout, the text is en
hanced by the inclusion of much related 
historical and political annotation, which 
places the diaries in perspective and adds 
to the reader's knowledge and overall en
joyment. However, much of the last sec
tion is� given over to a history of the Cri
mea War, interspersed occasionally by ex
tracts from the diaries. I found this un
necessary and rather tedious. However, 
Mrs Goffin seldom falls into the trap, often 
endemic in this type of publication, of 
presuming her readers to have a greater 
knowledge of people and events than they 
actually possess. 

On the whole, I enjoyed reading this 
book. It is of the type which can be picked 
up and put down at will, yet will still hold 
one's attention. It will recommend itself to 
those of us who have not a great deal of 
spare time. This unusual book will interest 
anyone who wants a true feeling of the 
past and I have no hesitation in commend
ing it to them. 

John G Lowe 

Events in the North West 
Cheshire County Council 

Memorial Hall, Chesterway, Northwich 
Cheshire Archaeology Day 1994 

9.4Sam to S.OOpm, Saturday, 9th April 
Fee: £4.50 (£3.00 OAPs, students and un-

waged) including coffel;! and tea. 
Talks include: 'Recent Discoveries in Ches
ter'; 'East Cheshire Textile Mills'; 'Bees ton 
Castle: Prehistory to the Civil War'; 'Wet
land Archaeology in Britain and Abroad'; 
'Lindow Man Ten Years On'; 'Recent Dis-

coveries in Cheshire'. 
The Venue has a large car-park adjacent 

1 7  

and is onl y half a mile from the rail way 
station (via Station Road and Chester 

Way). 
For an enrolment form write to Stephen 

Penney, Cheshire Museums, 162 London 
Road, Northwich, Cheshire CW9 8AB. 

Hurry! Tickets go very quickly. 

University of Liverpool 
Department of History, Centre for Conti

nuing Education 
Research in Regional Archives 

Manchester and York 



Tuesday 12th July, 1994 to Wednesday 
13th July, 1994 

Fee: £50.00 (including accommodation 
and breakfast on York University campus) 

This short course starts in Manchester 
(Chetham's Library), moves on to John Ry
lands Library on Deansgate, Manchester, 

and then transfers at 4.30pm to York 
University to start again at the Borthwick 

the following morning. 
The archive collections looked at are Che
tham's Library, John Rylands Library and 

the Borthwick Institute. 
For more details and enrolment form con
tact Mrs Lesley Crombie. Centre for Conti
nuing Education, University of Liverpool, 
p.a. Box 147, Liverpool L69 3BX. Closing 

date for enrolment is 15th June, 1 994. 

Manchester Metropolitan 
University 

The Development of Manchester International 
Airport and Its Rail Link 

Course Directors: Derek Brumhead and 
David Ceorge 

Saturday, 1 6th April, 1994 
9.00am -4.30pm 

Fe: £9.50 (includes fee for airport tour but 
not rail fare) 

The morning is taken up with lectures. 
After lunch reassemble at Oxford Road 

Station for train to the airport. 
Booking forms available from: Derek 

Brumhead, Cayton, Laneside Road, New 
Mills, via Stockport SK12 4LU. Tel: 0663 

744863 

Wigan Heritage Service Lectures 
The History Shop, Rodney Street, Wigan 

WN1 1DG 
Each lecture is held on the second Wednes

day of each month at 7.30pm 

The History of Walker Bros., Engineers of 
Wigan 

13th April 

The George Fonnby Story 
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1 1 th May 

The Refonnation and Today- Two Crises in 
CAtholic LAnc4Shire 

8th June 

Wigan Heritage Service History 
Shop Exhibitions 

The History Shop, Rodney Street, Wigan 
WN1 1DG 

Standish As It Was -800 Years of History 
14th March - 1 6th April 

An Exhibition featuring the Crawford Collec
tion of Napoleonic politiclll CRrtoonS 

24th June - 27th August 

A Celebration ofTheiltre 
September- October 

Friends of Lancashire Archives 
Annual Day School 

County Hall, Preston 
Lessons from the Past 

26th March, 1994 
This day school shows the variety of 

sources which throw light on different as
pects of the history of education including 

literacy, the case study of a particular 
school and the development of technical 

education. Details and booking forms 
from Mrs Jacquie Crosby, Lancashire � 

ord Office, Bow Lane, Preston PR1 2RE. 
Centre for North-West Regional 

Studies 
Local History Seminars 1994 

4.00pm-5.30pm, Wednesdays 
£2.50 each seminar - advance booking 

necessary 
Lancaster and the Slave Trade 

4th May 

Bastardy in Cumbria 
8th June 

For a booking form contact CNWRS, 
Fylde College, Lancaster University, Bail

rigg, Lancaster LA1 4YN. 



Other Local History Society Programmes 
Please, if  you belong to another history so
ciety as well the Altrincham History S0-
ciety, could you let the Editor have a copy 
of their meetings programme for 1994. 

The Editor thanks North West Gas 
Historical Society, Ashton and Sale 
History Society and Stretford History 
Society for notice of their meetings. 

Ashton-on-Mersey and Sale History 
Society (ASHES) 
Meets at 7.30pm Ashfield House (ex-Sale 
Adult Centre), on the corner of Ashfield 
Road and Claremont Road, on the first 
Monday of every month. 
4th April, 1994 (Easter Bank Holiday), 
Timperley Old Hall 
2nd May, 1994 (May Day Bank Holiday), 
Members Evening 
6th June, 1994, 'Brooklands Road: People 
and Houses' 
4th July, 1994, 'Old Stretford in Films' 
2nd August, 1994, Open Meeting 
5th September, 1994, 'Bowdon and its 
Families' 

Bowdon History Society 
Meets at the Church Hall of the Bowdon 
Downs Upper Room Church (entered 
from Bowdon Road at the rear of the 
church}, 8.00pm. 
Secretary: Mr Peter Kemp, 14 Higher 
Downs, Bowdon, Altrincham. 
Publications: The Bowdon Sheaf, published 
twice a year in March and October. 

Chadderton Historical Society 
Meets at Chadderton Central Library, 
Middleton Road, Chadderton, Old ham at 
7.30pm 
14th April, 1994, 'The Chadderton Trams
way Scene'. 
5th May, 1994, AGM 
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Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian 
Society 
Meets at various venues in and around 
Manchester at various times. 
Saturday, 18th March, 6.45pm, 'Entrepre
neurs and Company Cultures in the North 
West 1900-1960s', public lecture at Man
chester Town Hall. 
Saturday, 7th May, Excursion to Rode 
Hall and Englesea Brook Museum of 
Primitive Methodism 
Tuesday, 14th June, 7.00pm, Visit to Ly
tham Hall, Lytham St. Annes. 
Sunday, 3rd July, 2.30pm-4.00pm, Walk 
Around Middleton with Morris Garratt. 

North West Gas Historical Society 
Not all dates and locations known, so 
where interested contact the Secretary, 
Diane Smith, clo 1& C sales. British Gas 
plc, Hind Street, Birkenhead L41 5DB. 
24th March 1994, mini-topic evening on 
the history of the Altrincham Gas Com
pany, the contents of 'Granny's Trunk' 
from the Howard Greenfield Archive. 
26th April 1994, 'The Causes of Gas Sup
ply Nationalisation: Practicality or Ideo
logy?' 
May 1994, to be arranged 
June 1994, annual 'visit out' to either St. 
George's Hall, Liverpool, or the Chetham 
Library, Manchester 

Northwich and District Heritage So
ciety 
Meets at Winning ton Hall, Winnington, 
Northwich at 8.00pm 

Thursday, 24th March, 1994, 'The Civil 
War in Cheshire' (given by our Society's 
President, Mr RN. Dore) 

Friday, 22nd April, 1994, 'Listed Build
ings of Cheshire' 

Friday, 20th May, 1994, AGM at 7.30pm 
followed by 'Restoration and Research at 
the Lion Salt Works' 



Stretford Local History Society 
Meets at Stretford Central Library, Kings.
way, on the third Thursday of each month 
between September and July at 7.4Spm. 
17th March, 1994, 'The History of Method
ism' 
21st April, 1994, 'Country Customs' 

19th May, 1994, Outside Visit 
1 6th June, 'Manchester Ship Canal Cen
tenary' 
21st July, 'A Family History' (given by 
Alan Morrison, Chairman of Ashton and 
Sale History Society) 

. 

LOCAL BOOKS 
Society with No EqWlI: Chetham Society, 
1843-1993 by Alan Crosby, Camegie Pub
lishing. 21 cm, %pp, Chetham Society 
Series, vol. 38, £9.95. ISBN 1 85936 001 7. 

The Irish Community in North-West England: 
A Guide to Local Archive Sources, compiled 
by Margaret Proctor, The Institute of Irish 
studies, the University of Liverpool, P.O. 
147, Liverpool L69 3BX. £5.00 (including 
postage). ISBN 1 898212 05 8. No other in-
formation. 

. 

Lancashire Folklore by Arthur Griffiths, 
edited by C.H. Fazackerley, Leigh Local 
History Society, cl o Mrs N. Ackers, 8 
Kingsdown Road, Abram, Wigan, Lanca
shire WN2 SRN. 21cm, 47pp, illustrations, 
price unknown. ISBN 0 905235 13 4. 

Treatise on the Laws and Customs of the Realm 
of England Commonly Called Glanvil by 
Ranulf de Glanville, edited by George 
Derek Gordon Hall, Oxford University 
Press. 22cm, hardback, 284pp, new edi
tion, Oxford Medieval Texts Series, £40.00. 
ISBN 0 19 822179 7. 

< 

The Origins of Cheshire by Nick Higham, 
Manchester University Press. 22cm, paper
back, 272pp, 60 illustrations, £12.99. ISBN 
0 7190 3160 5. 

When All the World was Young: A Bolton 
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Childhood in the Thirties by Edna MacCuish, 
Jade Publishing, S Leefields Close, Upper
mill, Oldham OL3 6LA. 21 cm, paperback, 
xpp, 206pp, 8 illustrations, £8.95. ISBN 0 
9518098 3 0. 

Protector of Dunham Massey: Dunham Mas
sey Estate in the Eighteenth Century -a Study 
of the Management CArried Out by George 
Booth, 2nd Earl of Warrington by Joyce lit
tler: G. Whitwham and Company, 6B Old 
Market Place, Altrincham, Cheshire WA14 
4DG. 21cm, paperback, xpp, 118pp, 28 il
lustrations, 15 tables, 9 charts, £7.95. ISBN 
0 9521364 0 6. 

Malpas and the Great War 1914-1918 by 
David Hayns (self-publisher), Stoke Cot
tage, Church Street, Malpas SY14 8PD. 
22cm, paperback, 48pp, 1 6  illustrations, . 
£2.50. ISBN 0 9520548 1 7. 

Book of Northwich by J. Brian Curzon, 
Quotes. 27cm, boards, 16Opp, 171 illustra
tions, £18.00. ISBN 0 86023 519 X. 

Way We Were: Runcorn Remembered - A Str 
cial History by Liz Howard, Aurora Pub
lishing, Unit 9, Bradley Fold Trading Es.
tate, Ratdiffe Moor Road, Bolton BL2 6RT. 
22cm, paperback, 97pp, 100 illustrations, 
£6.95. ISBN 1 85926 031 4. 

Tall Tales and Short Stories of the Manchester 



Ship Canal, 1894 to 1994 by the Eccles Li
brary Writers, llA Orme Avenue, Salford 
M6 8LT. 21cm, paperback, 84pp, 26 ilIus-

trations by C. Howe and J. Hanlon, £1 .99. 
ISBN 0 9522772 1 2. 

Magazines 
Ashton and Sale History Society Newsletter, Cheshire GeneJllogist, the quarterly journal 
November 1993, No.3. A4, 12pp, 2 issues a of the South Cheshire Family History So-
year, £1.00 per issue or £5.00 a year (inclu- ciety, No.13, September 1993. AS, 26pp, 4 
sive of membership of the society). Avail- issues'a year, £6.SO a year (including mem-
able from the Editor, Mrs JiB Groves, 77 bership). Available from Mrs U. Bailey, 18  
Marford Crescent, Sale, Cheshire M33 Oakhurst Drive, Wistaston, Crewe. 
4DN. Articles include: 'Tracing My Family 

Includes news items, book reviews, and Tree'; 'A Deadly Disease: The Decimation 
book and magazine listings, and John of the Loyal Cheshire Fencibles in Jersey'; 
Newhill's article 'Tracing the Fleam' on 'The IGI on CD-ROM'; 'Catholic Missions 
the history of a stream which used to flow and Registers 1700-1880'. 
through parts of Northern Moor, Sale and 
Ashton-on-Mersey, provided a moat, a 
decorative pond, powered a mill and has 
all but disappeared. 

Bowdon SheJlf, journal of Bowdon History 
Society, October 1993, No.22. AS, 8pp, SOp 
an issue. Available from Mr Peter Kemp, 
Temporary Secretary, 14 Higher Downs, 
Al trincham, Cheshire W A 14 2QL. 

Articles include: 'Ronald Gow - Pioneer 
in the Use and Making of Educational 
Films'; 'The Booths and Tippings'. 

Browsings, the Journal of South Trafford 
Archaeological Group (STAG), No.54. A4, 
8pp, 2 issues a year possibly, £6.00 a year 
(including membership). Available from 
the Membership Secretary, Mr J. Stocks, 
Flat 7, Alison Court, 4 Clifton Road, Hea
ton Moor, Stockport SK4 4DD. 

Items include the news that STAG has 
got a ninth century date for a part of its 
main dig at Timperley Old Hall; '840-1066 
(And All That), a resume of what was hap
pening in Britain at the time of the earliest 
(so far) known occupation of the site of 
Timp�rley Old Hall. 
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Cheshire History, the journal of the Local 
History Committee of Cheshire Com
munity Council, No.32, Autumn 1993. 
24cm, 32pp, 2 issues per annum, £7.00 a 
year. Available from Cheshire Community 
Council, 96 Lower Bridge Street, Chester 
CHI IRU. 

Articles include: 'Made in Frodsham: 
The Story of the "Swan" Motorcycle'; 'The 
Parliamentary War Effort in Cheshire'; 
'The Civil War: Suggestions for further 
reading'; 'Culture and Society in Victorian 
Cheshire'; 'Church Lawton Gate School, 
1843-1993'; 'A brief outline of sources 
available for the study of Cheshire history 
in the John Rylands Library'; 'Shipbuild
ing at Northwich'; 'The Supposed Arms of 
Jordan de Macclesfield'. 

Cheshire Past, annual review of archaeo
logy in Cheshire, No.3, 1994. 1 issue a year, 
£2.95 (plus 55pp p&p). Available from the 
Editor, Environmental Planning, Com
merce House, Hunter Chester, Chester 
CHI 2QP. 

Articles include: 'The Discovery of an 
Early Saltworking Site Near Crewe'; 'Two 



Early Bronze Age Axes from Cheshire'; 
'New light on Roman Settlement'; 'Roman 
Wilderspool and Other Work in Cheshire, 
1992-3'; 'Some Finds from Cheshire re
ported to Liverpool Museum'; 'Medieval 
Wall Paintings in Chester Castle'; 'Chester 
Archaeological Service, 1992-3'; 'Rsearch 
and Repair at Little Moreton Hall'; 'Head
less Cross, Leighton'; 'A Survey of Two 
Medieval Moated Sites in West Cheshire'; 
'The Lion Salt Works, Marston, North
wich' ; 'Archaeology in the Classroom'. 

Chester Local History News, Chester City 
Record Office, Winter 1993. A4, 4pp, 4 
issues a year, still FREE. Available from 
Chester City Record Office, Town Hall, 
Chester CHl 2H}. 

Items include: 'Shops Then and Now'; 
'Pubs Galore!'; 'Chester Building Plans' 
about the listing of plans from the 1920s to 
the 195Os; 'History Saturday Schools'; 
'Malpas and the Great War'; 'Tudor and 
Stuart Sessions'; 'Education and Archaeo
logy Work Experience'; 'Grants for Com
munity Projects'; 'Got it Taped?' on ac
quiring interviewing skills for oral history 
projects'; 'The People's Show Festival 
Summer 1994'; 'Events Diary'. 

Gaslight, the newsletter of the North West 
Gas Historical Society, Issues 24, 25, and 
26, September 1993, October/November 
1993, and December 1993. A4, 6pp, FREE 
(and so is membership to anyone inter
ested in the history of the gas industry). 
Available from the Secretary, Diane Smith, 
British Gas plc, Hind Street, Birkenhead 
L41 5DB. 

Items in Issue 24 include: 'Gas in the 
Blood - The Clayton Family'; 'Promoters 
of the Bury Gas Company'; 'The Kirkham 
Gas Leaguers'; 'From the Archives'; 'The 
Darwen Gas Undertaking'; 'The Clitheroe 
Lighting Rate, 1 844'; 'The Marple Gas 
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Undertaking'; Women Gas Workers of 
World War I'; 'Life From a New Aspect: 
Meter Reading'; and also a large 'Help 
Wanted' section. 

Items in Issue 25 include: 'Industrial 
Archaeology - Working for the Future'; 
'The Liverpool Pension Tontine'; 'Che
tham's Library, Manchester'; 'The Shrews
bury Gas Company'; 'The Famworth Gas 
Undertaking'; 'The Black Country Mu
seum'. 

Items in No.26 include: 'St. George's 
Hall, Liverpool'; 'Film Night '93'; 'The 
Liverpool Pension Tontine'; William 
Windham Sadler's Diary'; 'Bury Down 
Under'; 'Liverpool University Courses'; 
'The First Tea-Vending Machine?'; 'Help 
Wanted'; 'Gas Lighting from BradsJurw's 
Journal, Manchester 1842'. 

Greater Manchester Courier, No.40, Novem
ber 1993. A4, 6pp, 6 issues a year, £1.75 a 
year (to cover postage). Available from 
Greater Manchester Record Office, 56 Mar
shall Street, New Cross, Manchester M4 
5FU. 

Items include: 'GMCRO News (closed 
24th December to 4th January'; 'OPCS 
Sponsorship'; 'Manchester Ship Canal 
Company'; 'The Manchester Diocesan 
Records and Document Committee'; 'Lan
cashire and Cheshire Antiquarian S0-
ciety'; 'Other RepoSitories (on the effects . 

of the Local Government Review on local 
repositories),; 'John Rylands University 
Library of Manchester Deansgate Build
ing'; 'Gloucestershire Record Office'; 'The 
North West Gas Historical Society'; 'An
other Borrowing ... '; 'Charter Street 
Ragged School'; 'North West Sound 
Archive'; 'A Poor Return'; 'Quiz'; 'As 
Others See Us. .. '; 'The Historical Associ
ation, Manchester Branch'; 'Query Cor
ner'; 'Cheshire Parish Register Project'; 'A 
Strange Happening ... '. 



Lancashire Local History Federation Newslet
ter, Autumn 1993. A4, 2pp, 4 issues a year, 
£7.00 a year (including membership of 
Lancashire Local History Federation). 
A vailable to our members from Hon. Sec
retary, Christine Storey, 77 Arundel Drive, 
Poulton-le-Fylde, Lancashire FY6 7TE. 

News items from Lancashire history so
cieties: 'The Blight of HERITAGE' (on the 
misuse of the word of the decade); Society 
Profile: Hyndbum Local History Society; 
'Churches and Oral History'. 

Past Forward, the newsletter of Wigan He
ritage Service, Autumn 1993, No.5. A4, 
16pp, 2 issues a year, FREE but donations 
gratefully received. Available from the He
ritage Services Manager, Editor, Past For
ward, Wigan Heritage Service, Market 

, Suite, The Galleries, Wigan WNI IPX. 
Articles include: '1 remember when ... '; 

'News from the Archives'; 'Only Connect'; 
'Focus on Family History ... '; 'Migration 
from the Land. Part I' .  Also book reviews, 
history society news and lecture pro
gramme and exhibitions in the history 
shop. 

Wigan is a local authority with a very 
active archive/local history service put
ting on exhibitions, arranging interesting 
talks and publishing booklets on local his
tory. 

Railway and Canal Historical Society, The 
Journal of the, Vol. 31, Part 4, No.1S6, No
vember 1993. AS, 88pp, 4 issues a year, 
price unknown. For more information con
tact the Membership Secretary, R.J. Taylor, 
16 Priory Court, Berkhamsted, Hertford
shire HP4 2DP. 

This issue has one article of interest to 
AHS members: 'The Road from Brook
lands Station'. 

Stockport Heritage, Vol.2, Nos.ll and 12, 
Autumn 1993 and Winter 1993. A4, 28pp, 4 
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issues a year, £8.00 annual subScription. 
Available from Stockport Heritage Publi
cations, 4 Garden Terrace, Stockport SK6 
7EU. 

Articles and news items in No. 11 ,  
Autumn 1993, include: 'Viaduct Vision'; 
'Heritage Sites Get Funding'; 'Marketing 
Conservation'; 'Pub Songs of Good Cheer 
of Yester-year'; �Common Brew: Stockport 
manufacturers slaked the local thirst'; 
'Edgeley Bleach Works'; 'Victim of the 
Wolf Pack' (about SS Stockport in the Sec
ond World War); 'The Black Day: when 
death fell from the skies' (Stockport air
crash of 1967); 'Lost and living parks and 
gardens'; 'Weathervanes'; 'Old Tory: Wil
Ham Shippen'; 'Cat's Park or Plague Pit?'; 
'Making faces'; 'Waterways Artist'; 'Foot
steps in the Night: the long walk to the 
loo'; 'Award for Town Street'. 

Articles and items in No.12, Winter 
1993, include: 'Secrets of Staircase House'; 
"'Heavily Hall'''; 'Hatting Museum'; 
'Storm in a Pint Mug' on the Roberts
Arundel strike in Stockport 1966-67; 'A 
Brinnington Ghost: The Haunting Fo
liage'; 'Stockport's Railways' Part 2; 
'Goodbye Mr. Chips'; 'Reddish Conserva
tion Area'; 'Green Guide'; 'Last Christmas: 
A fairy doll brought Christmas cheer to a 
dying girl'; 'Romantic Rebel'; 'An eyewit
ness account of the rebels' entry into Mac
clesfield', unfortunately who the eyewit
ness was is not mentioned in the article; 
'Daring young man in his flying machine'; 
'Archaeology in the Underbanks'; 'A 
Roman Puzzle: Were Roman coins found 
in Daw Bank? lain McLean outlines a 
mystery'; 'Bridges of New Mills'; 'Com
pstall Coal Trail: Monks mined in Emo
croft Wood'; 'Library's 80th Birthday' 
'Cheadle Cross: Oldest Remnant of Chris
tian workship'; "'Roman Bridge"', over the 
River Goyt; Book reviews; 'Restoring 
Chad wick Chapel'. 
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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 
This year notes the centenary of the open
ing of the Manchester Ship Canal and to 
mark this, the Journal contains an article 
abouf MaJshall Stevens, a prime mover in 
its development. 

Members will recall a scintillating lec
ture given by Philip Morgan on how to 
murder your way to the top in medieval 
Cheshire, Philip has recently written to 
The Times which has run a series about the 
famous battlefields of Britain (collectively 
£2.95, PO Box 450, London El 9BD). He 
castigates "the misconceived antics of Eng
lish Heritage and others who think they 
can bring the past to life", pointing out, for 
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example, that modern scholars believe the 
site of Bosworth to be two miles from its 
present location with its interpretation 
centre. He concludes: "Few sites carry 
clear echoes of the often accidental events 
which forced armies to clash in particular 
places. But to understand those sites one 
needs (contemporary) written records." 
He points out that while thousands are 
spent on buildings, "written records are 
likely to wait years for listing in Britain's 
hard-pressed archive service". Any com
ments? Letters please! 

Don Bay/iss 

, I  



Society Events 1994-95 and News 
26th September, Law and Order in Medi� 
val Cheshire, Paul Booth 
24th October, History of Gas, Sheila Hes
keth 
28th November, Kitchens through the 
Ages,J. Ellis 
12th December, A Measure of Delight in 
the Seventeenth Century, Lizzie Jones 
23rd January, Edgar Wood, Architect, 
John Archer 
27th February, Methodism in Cheshire, 
E.A. Rose 
27th March, Third Part of the Civil War in 

Cheshire - The Siege of Chester and 
Evaluation, R.N. Dore 
24th April, The Training of Second World 
War Secret Agents in Cheshire, John Char
tres 
22nd May, Edwardian Scandals, Brian 01-
droyd 

Obituary: Mrs Nora Revans. It is with 
great sadness that the Society announces 
the death in mid-July this year of Mrs 
Nora Revans. She was for many years Sec
retary of the Bowdon History Society. 

NORTH-WEST HISTORY NEWS 
Blue Plaques in Trafford 1994-5 
The following well-known local people 
are to be commemorated by having blue 
plaques mounted on the places where 
they lived in Trafford: the scientist James 
Prescott Joule of Wardle Road, Sale, Pa
trick Abercrombie, the Altrincham-born 
playwriter Ronald Gow and Airman Al
cock, with the eighteenth century physi
can Or Charles White of the Priory, Sale in 
reserve. 

These were approved by Trafford Envi
ronment and Leisure (Blue Plaques) Sub
committee. If anyone has information on 
the whereabouts of Patrick Abercrombie's 
residence in Ashton-on-Mersey, the Blue 
Plaque Sub-committee would like to hear 
from them. They would also like some 
more information on Ensign Wart's links 
with Flixton. Contact either the Blue 
Plaques Sub-committee at Trafford Town 
Hall, Stretford or Mrs Jayne Britton, Local 
Studies Librarian, Sale Library, Tatton 
Road, Sale M33 1YH. 

Trafford Park's Heritage Centre and 
Gallery Space 
This opened in January this year in St. An
thony's Centre with a permanent display 
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on the history and heritage of Trafford 
Park. The Centre is looking for archive 
material such as old photographs, books, 
brochures, company catalogues, or any
thing connected with Trafford Park. 

I t hopes to offer conferences, seminars 
and workshops. More on these as the in
formation comes through. 
Commemoration of 1894 Local 
Government Act in Chester 
Chester has set up a project to gather in
formation about this Act which set up the 
modem parish council and to commem
orate it. David Hayns, Chester City Coun
cil's Community Development Officer 
and a well-known ' local historian, is run
ning the 'Chester District History of Parish 
Government Project'. He would like to 
hear from anyone with information on the 
activities of parish officers in the 116 par
ishes in the Chester District such as over
seers of the poor, overseers of the high
ways, parish constables, churchwardens, 
etc. The aim is to produce a booklet from 
all the research in 1995. David can be con
tacted at Chester City Council Leisure Ser
vices Department, 7 Hunter's Walk, Canal 
Street, Chester CH1 4EB. 



EVENTS IN THE NORTH WEST 
Manchester Ship Canal Centenary 

Events 
(with thanks to Stretford Local History S0-

ciety) 
September 

Salford Community Play and Quays Festival 
Canal Cruise 

October 
Centenary Cycle Ride 

November 
TDG12 - Transport of Dangerous Goods 

Symposium 
December 

Opening of Centenary Bridge 

Lancashire Local History Federation 
'At Home' with the Lythilm Heritage Group 

Lytham 
Saturday, 8th October 1994 

Local History Conference 
Preston 

19th November 1994 
For more details and booking forms contact 

Mrs Christine Storey, Hon. Secretary, 77 
Arundel Drive, Poulton-Ie-Fylde, Lancashire 

FY6 7TE. 

North West Region of the Federation 
of Family History Societies 

Family History Fair 
1st October 

Stockport Town Hall 
For more details contact: F. W. Gullick, 4 

Lawrence Avenue, Simonstone, Burnley, 
Lancashire BB12 7HX. 

The Pump House: Peoples History 
Museum 

Off Bridge Street, Manchester 
Each for All, And All for Each 

Banners of the Co�perative Movement, part 
of the Co�p 150 celebrations 

13th August to 25th September 

Grosvenor Museum, Chester 
Rows of Chester Exhibition 
9th July to 30th October 
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Chester's Civil War Festival 

Divided Loyalties 
This is a festival which began in July 1994 
and will continue until August 1995. Even 
if you use public transport Chester is only 
an hour away by train and there are many 
more events taking place in the city than 
are listed below. For more information 
contac� The Festival Office, Department of 
Development and Leisure Services, The 
Forum, Chester CHI 2HS. 

Events August to December 1994 
Childrens' Civil War Mural 

(by Chester &: District Schools and Chester 
College) 

Hamilton Place, opposite International Hotel 
From 1st August onwards 

Talks 
Pillage, Plunder and Groaning Impositiolls: 

Civil War in the Cheshire Countryside, talk by 
David Hayns 

Grosvenor Museum, Chester. Admission 
£1.00 

1.10pm, 12th October. 
Arms ami Armour of the Civil War, talk by Dan 

Robinson 
Grosvenor Museum, Chester. Admission 

£1.00 
1.10pm, 26th October 

Chester Literature Festival: Festival Civil War 
Lecture 

Grosvenor Museum, Chester. 
2.00pm, 30th October 

Seventeenth Century Buildings in Chester, talk 
by Eileen Willshaw 

Grosvenor Museum, Chester. Admission 
£1 .00 

1 .1Opm, 9th November 
Kiss and Tell: Painting in the Seventeenth Cen

tury, talk by Adrian Sumner 
Grosvenor Museum, Chester. Admission 

£1 .00 
1 .10pm, 23rd November 



The Civil War in Cheshire: a Unique Experience, 
talk by Dr. Peter Gaunt 

Chester Archaeological Society, Grosvenor 
Museum, Chester. 

7.30pm, 7th December 
Hand to Mouth: Cookery in the Seventeenth Cen

tury, talk by Karen Snowden 
Grosvenor Museum, Chester. Admission 

£1 .00 
1 .10pm, 14th December 

Re-enactment and Living History Displays 
Christmas Street Festival Spectaculnr 

Venues around Chester 
Parades on 1st and 15th December 

Open Days and History Fairs 
Open Day -Family History Society of Chester 
Stanley Palace, Watergate Street, Chester 

10.00am-4.30pm, 29th October 

Centre for North-West Regional 
Studies 

Local History Conference 
Saturday, 29th October 

Fee: £9.00 
Study Day -Migration 

Saturday, 20th November 
Fee: £9.00 

Study Day - 150 years of Cooperation, 1844-
1994 

Saturday, 21 st January 1995 
Fee: £9.00 

Study Day -Parish Registers and Local History 
Saturday, 11th February 1995 

Fee: £9.00 
A rchaeology Conference 

Saturday, 4th March 1995 
Fee: £9.00 

Study Day - Seventeenth Century Religious His
tory in the North West 

Saturday, 29th April 1995 
Fee: £9.00 

Study Day - Buildings and Landscape in Cen
tral Lake District 

Saturday 10th June 1995 
Fee: £9.00 

For more details contact the Centre for 
North-West Regional Studies, Fylde College, 

Lancaster University, Bailrigg, Lancaster 
LA1 4YN 

Tra££ord Park Arts, St Antony's Centre 
Eleventh Street, Trafford Park, Manchester 

M176 1JF 
Ship Canal Centenary Exhibition 

Monday, 24th October -Friday, 25th No
vember 

Cheshire Archaeology Day 
25th March 

NorthWich Memorial Hall 
Guest Lecturer: Dr Lawrence Barfield, lead

ing British expert on the Alpine Ice Man. 
Fee: unknown at the moment but it Was 

£4.50 in 1994 -excellent value for money. 
Booking forms are sent to those on the mail

ing list of Chester Archaeological Service. 
The first 300-400 to send in booking forms 

with money get tickets. To make sure you're 
on the mailing list write to Chester Archaeo
logical Service, Grosvenor Museum, 27 Gros-

venor Street, Chester CH1 2DD. 

THE T�OT AL ECLIPSE OF 1927 
The people of Altrincham, along with the 
populations of many towns in the North
west, keenly anticipated viewing the total 
eclipse of the Sun which was to take place 
on 29th June, 1927. The path of totality cut 
diagonally across the country, sweeping 
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Chris Hill 
from Hartlepool on the East coast, 
through Settle and Southport, then pas
sing over north-west Wales, crossing the 
coast at Criccieth. The path just missed 
Anglesey. The Natural History and Lite
rary Society reserved compartments on 



the 3.45 am, Cheshire Lines train, leaving 
Hale for Southport, calling at West Tim
perley at 4.10 am. For those wishing t� re
turn for work in Manchester that mornmg, 
compartments had also been booked on 
the 6.55 am return train, arriving in Man
chester at 8.20 am. Southport was only a 
mile, or so, from the exact totality line and, 
being on the coast, was more likely to 
have clear skies. This turned out to be a 
very fortunate choice, because for almost 
every other district within the eclipse ?elt, 
heavy rain, or clouds, obscured the View; 
Southport, however, was blessed w� th 
clear skies. Although over seventy trams 
had been specially organised to bring over 
30,000 reserve seat passengers into the 
eclipse belt, few had a better view than 
those at Southport. 

Prior to the 29th, weeks of dull, wet 
weather had not boded well for viewers, 
but their spirits had been revived by a 
bright spell the day before. Thousands ga
thered on the promenade and sands at the 
"Eclipse Town", as it was billed, those not 
having brought with them "smoked 
glasses", or having been provided with 
free "Eclipse Viewers" from the railway 
companies, could still buy similar articles 
for 3d on the promenade. Many had 
travelled by private car and some by 
"Char-a-bancs". The AA Scouts had been 
out all night erecting signs and directing 
traffic. For the Altrincham trippers, first 
contact was seen from the train on its ap
proach to Ainsdale. At Southport, a 
streamer of cloud had somewhat obscured 
the Sun, but twenty minutes before to
tality, it had risen above this belt, leaving 
only a slight haze, which was rather to the 
advantage of viewers, especially those 
without visual aids. The edge of darkness 
approached with a series of flickering sha
dows which seemed to leap past the 
viewers and the same effect was noticed 

. with the end of the eclipse. 
The darkness caused the temperature to 

drop, �hich Altrincham observers in clear 
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conditions, estimated to be at least 6 de
grees (F). Another observer, belonging to 
the Manchester Astronomical Society, was 
less fortunate, his view being obscured by 
cloud, measured the drop to be only 2 de
grees (F). The local group recorded other 
observations; the breeze which had been 
blowing steadily, veered to another quar
ter during the passing of the shadow. In 
the twilight, the d efining line of the hori
zon vanished, so that the sea seemed to 
merge

"
with the sky in a purplis� murk. 

The sky itself took on a turquOlse hue, 
dancing with an indescribably beautiful 
blue which seemed transparent, but was 
dark enough to see several stars. 

A keen Altrincham bird watcher, Mr 
Cash, went to nearby Freshfield and there 
noted all the birds he heard between dawn 
and the eclipse; larks, greenfinches, whi te
throats and a wren. Then, wi th the sudd cn 
rush of darkness, all became quiet, except 
for a nigh�ar, which gave vent to a chur
ring cry. At Southport, a flock of starlings 
passed over the gathered crowds, as if on 
their way to roost. 

As the shadow of the Moon plunged 
the onlookers into darkness, gasps of won
der and awe rose from the multitude. Red 
flames could be seen clearly shooting from 
the Sun's surface, the largest and brightest 
being at the top of the disc. The colour of 
the inner corona was whitish yellow and 
the outer corona had a greenish tinge. 
Baily's Beads, an arc of bright spots, were 
seen just before the Moon's disc com
pletely covered the Sun, being due to �he 
sunlight passing between the mountams 
on the Moon's edge. Totality lasted for 23 
seconds, as predicted, but observers at 
Southport reckoned the commencement of 
totality was 3 seconds earlier than had 
been anticipated. Immediately following 
totality, a light rain fell from an appar
ently clear sky. Following the event, tea 
rooms in the local hotels and refreshment 
rooms on the railway station, which had 



been open at 230 am, not forgetting the 
public houses which were allowed to open 
at 5.00 am, did a roaring trade. Tired 
workers, some who had been dancing all 
night in the Manchester parks, except dur
ing the eclipse and others who had spent 
most of their time travelling, made their 
way to work where, no doubt, many com
ments on the night's events would have 
been exchanged. The morning papers, on 

sale at 7.00 am, were special "Eclipse Edi
tions". The previous similar event, hap
pened in this country in 1 724 and the next 
is due in a few years time, in 1999, on 1 1 th 
August and may be seen from the tip of 
Cornwall, not so convenient for Altrin
cham viewers, but probably many will 
take advantage of this once in a lifetime 
phenomenon. 

THE GERMANS BOMBED OUR CHIPPY! 

While reading Don Bayliss' book Altrin
cham, A History, and in particular the 
chapter on Altrincham in World War I1, 
memories of that period came flooding 
back. I was seven years old when the war 
period started, just too young to appreci
ate the seriousness of it all. I don't remem
ber being particularly frightened of the 
bombing but it has certainly left its mark 
in that whenever I hear sirens in films or 
on television, my blood runs cold. 

I can remember the building taking 
place of the communal air-raid shelter on 
the playground at the rear of our house. 
All the men and older boys in the area dug 
trenches, about 6 feet wide and 4 or 5 feet 
deep, outside the borders of a rectangle 
measuring about 30 feet by 20 feet. The 
trenches were then lined and roofed-over 
with timber, the whole structure was then 
covered over with the spoil from the tren
ches. A ramped entrance was provided at 
two opposite corners. The shelter was 
fitted with slatted forms along the sides 
and duck boards kept our feet off the bare 
floor. Lighting was provided. by paraffin 
lamps. It was very cosy down there and 
during the worst part of the bombing we 
would go there whether the alert had 
sounded or not. The shelter would be 
packed and to keep up morale a lot of 
singing went on, there was a great com-

A/an Lockett 
munity spirit. For the poor mothers, who 
really knew how serious things were, 
there was a lady air-raid warden who con
stantly patrolled the shelter, administer
ing Sal-Volatile to those who felt faint. At 
the time I thought that was funny, because 
the warden's name was Sally! 

After the all-clear had sounded, if dawn 
had broken, we children would scour the 
area looking for shrapnel. Some of it 
would still be hot when we found it. All
in-all, we felt as safe as houses in the shel
ter. We didn't know how unsafe houses 
could be! 

On the corner of Huxley Street and 
Wright Street stood our 'chippy'. Opposite 
stood a toffee warehouse belonging to 
Long's, the sweet manufacturers. Sweets 
were strictly rationed of course and one 
needed coupons to buy them but this 
warehouse was always stacked from floor 
to ceiling with boxes of sweets. A neigh
bour of ours, a woman who was not back
ward in coming forward, as the saying 
goes, decided she would like some of 
those sweets for her children and tried to 
bribe the warehouseman into letting her 
have some. When he refused she lost her 
temper, called him a few choice names 
and finished by telling him she hoped the 
place was blown to kingdom come. A few 
days later it was - by a land mine! 
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On that night, my mother had taken our 
evacuee and myself to the Regal cinema 
and as we were leaving, at the end of the 
performance, the sirens were wailing. Our 
route home took us down Wright Street 
and Huxley Street and normally we 
would stop at the chip-shop for our usual 
'pen'orth' but on this night we didn't, we 
hurried past. We lived about a quarter of a 
mile beyond the shop and when we ar
rived home my father was standing on the 
back-step waiting for us. We were just 
gathering our belongings to take to the 
shelter when there was an almighty bang. 
The house shook and filled with dust. My 
father was blown from the back-step and 
smashed into the kitchen wall but apart 
from a few bruises he was unhurt. Our 
house too was undamaged, no broken or 
even cracked windows! Not so the chip
shop and the toffee warehouse. Both were 

completely demolished and boxes of 
sweets were found all over Altrincham, 
Hale and Bowdon. I think that the night
watchman at the warehouse was amongst 
the people killed. For a long, long time 
afterwards our neighbour felt very guilty! 
I had a piece of the parachute cord from 
that landmine in my collection of shrapnel 
for a long time afterwards but it disap
peared I know not where. 

I can also remember the bombing of 
O'Briens oil-works, mainly because we 
were not allowed to attend school (Navi
gation Road) while the fire raged. This 
was regarded as a real treat, even though 
were only had to attend school for half a 
day at a time because of the huge influx of 
evacuees. 

Mention of Navigation Road School re
minds me of ... but that's another story. 

WAR SERVICE REWARDED : 
Sergeant Cottrill's D.C.M. 

The following report is a copy of an ex
tract from the Regimental Record of the 
Royal Welch Fusiliers 1st Battalion 
(Vo1.1816/1914) about a OCM awarded to 
Sergeant Cottrill whose son and grand
daughter are members of our Society. The 
wars against the Boer Republics of the 
Transvaal and the Orange River Free State 
broke out in 1899. The British were badly 
led and at first the Boers, who were splen
did soldiers, won many victories over 

edited by Hilda 8ay/iss 
them. However, very large forces, com
manded by Lord Roberts were poured 
into South Africa and the tide of war 
slowly turned, helped by the efforts of 
men like 2nd Lieutenant Edwards and 
Sergeant Cottrill. At the outbreak of 
World War I Sergeant Cottrill was pro
moted to captain and was awarded the 
0.5.0. He was invalided out in 1916/17 
and died in 1923. 

Extract from the Regimental Record of the Royal Welch 

Fusiliers, Volume 11 (1861-1914) 
OCM award 19th July 1901 poort received information from a native 

"On the night of 18th July Lt. De Burgh 
Edwards, then in command of a detach
ment of Royal Welch Fusiliers at Naauw-

7 

that Commander Jan Smuts, with a party 
of eleven Boers, was spending the night at 
a kraal about three miles from his post. At 
10 p.m. Lt. Edwards, with ten rank and 



file, proceeded to the kraal halting for an 
hour within 300 yards of it to allow the 
enemy to settle down for the night. Lt. Ed
wards then directed Sgt. Cottrill, with 5 
men, to advance direct on the enemy's 
laager while he, with 4 men, made a de
tour with the object of attacking from the 
other side of the kraal. The night was pitch 
dark. When within a few yards the Boer 
sentry challenged and fired, whereupon 
Lt. Edwards and Sgt. Cottrill gave their 
men orders to charge. In the encounter 
which ensued, chiefly bayonet work, 4 
Boers and 2 natives were killed, and 4 
taken prisoner, 2 of whom were wounded. 
Commander Smuts escaped in the dark
ness. Lt. Edwards had only 1 native 

wounded. The capture included 1 cape 
cart and 25 horses, 1 mule, 4 rifles and 
bandoliers. 

The following telegram was received by 
2nd Lt. Edwards. 

"Lord Kitchener to 2nd Lt. Edwards. I am 
very pl� to hear of your successful en
counter with Boers which does you and your 
men great credit. Can you tell me anything of 
Smuts' movements?" 

For their gallant conduct in the affair 
2nd Lt. Edwards received the 050, Sgt 
Cottrill, the DCM, Private Duglord and 
No. 2990 Davies were made King's Corpo
rals." 

A GUIDING LIGHT OF THE MANCHESTER 

SHIP CANAL: 
Marshall Stevens 

This year marks the centenary of the open
ing of the Manchester Ship Canal and the 
purpose of this short paper is to record the 
involvement of a local notable in that pro
ject, Marshall Stevens, who lived in Bow
don near the end of his life. Stevens was 
one of the great men associated with the 
building of the Canal. He was born in 1852 
in Plymouth, the son of a shipowner and 
coal merchant, with a grandfather whose 
ships traded between Plymouth, Hull and 
South Wales and an uncle who had writ
ten a widely-acclaimed treatise on stow
ing cargo. He was educated at Mansion 
House School in Exeter. Seeing little future 
in the south-west, he moved north and 
from 1876 he was involved in general 
cargo trading at Garston (just outside 
Liverpool's trading control) running 
steamers to Rouen, Nantes, Hamburg and 
the Channel Islands in connection with 
the LNW Railway Company, successfully 
doing so by undercutting the rates of 
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Liverpool merchants. 

In the late nineteenth century, a century 
and a half after the building of the Bridge
water Canal, newspaper correspondence 
was initiated by George Hicks on the de
sirability of a canal to Manchester with a 
view to cutting the high inland transport 
rates on goods, particularly cotton, trans.
hipped from Liverpool. As a result of this 
interest, Daniel Adamson called a meeting 
attended by several mayors and many 
other influential people at his home, The 
Towers, in Oidsbury on 27th June, 1 882 to 
consider the problem. (Also present was 
Altrincham's Ellis Lever, the subject of a 
recent lecture to the Society on the Salford 
Gas Scandal.) One of those present was 
Marshall Stevens, then aged thirty, who 
had tlie vision to propose the creation of 
Manchester as an inland port. 

Adamson became Chairman of the Pro
visional Committee which steered the de-



velopment of the Canal and Stevens be
came his first lieutenant and one of the 
nine members of the Committee, and was 
the first officer appointed by the new 
Company in 1885 when he became Provi
sional Manager. He was present at the 
meeting at Eastham on 1 1 th  November, 
1887, when Lord Egerton, the Chairman, 
cut the first sod to start the building pro
gramme. Stevens was therefore in at the 
beginning of the project, and subsequently 
became General Manager from 1891 (or 
1895 according to different authorities) to 
1896. The Canal, 36 miles long, was op
ened by Queen Victoria in 1 894. Trade on 
the Canal boomed. In 1894 Manchester 
was twentieth in England in importance in 
the Baltic timber trade, the following year, 
1895, it ranked ninth, and by 1904, fourth. 
In 1896 ].K. Bythell, who had succeeded 
Lord Egerton as Chairman, sent Stevens to 
America to establish relations with rail
way and shipping companies not already 
trading with Liverpool and he began con
sultations with the Fumess-Withy steam
ship line to run ships from Montreal to 
Manchester. 

Marshall Stevens was the person most 
knowledgeable about traffic rates and car
goes and though there had been many ob
jections to a canal when the project was 
taken before Parliament, he helped to se
cure Parliament's assent, after long nego
tiations on the Bill, by providing estimates 
of traffic and revenue, answering 2,749 
questions in six committees and his evi
dence was absolutely decisive in leading 
to the passing of the Act for the Canal in 
1885. He fixed the tolls on the Canal at half 
those of Liverpool and, according to DNB, 
was the man who was responsible for 
shifting east coast trade with the continent 
to western England, no mean achieve
ment. He was said to possess great deter
mination, perseverance and persistent en
ergy and to be "more of an Elizabethan 
than Victorian in vitality, [with] his bucca-
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neering boldness and his largeness of vi
sion." It had been intended for small in
vestors to use the wealth from the local 
cotton industry to finance the Canal and 
Stevens was proud to assert that no Treas
ury money had been involved, but it was 
he, who, when costly unforeseen engin
eering problems threatened to ruin the 
project persuaded Manchester Corpora
tion to bail out the company. As can be 
imagined, such a driver of schemes made 
enemi�es as well as friends and the mem
ory of Marshall Stevens polarises opinions 
among people even today. After fourteen 
years service, his career suddenly changed 
direction when a new challenge appeared 
out of the blue and he left the Company in 
1896. 

As well as his importance to the Ship 
Canal Company, but perhaps less 
appreciated, is the fact that we owe the 
development of Trafford Park to him. Sir 
Humphrey de Trafford was prepared to 
sell the estate, which had been in his 
family's hands for seven hundred years, 
soon after the Canal was built. Manchester 
Corporation was interested but could not 
raise the capital and the ancient estate was 
sold to a company promoter, E.]. Hooley, 
for £360,000. Hooley approached Stevens 
to become General Manager on a salary of 
£2500 and he became Managing Director 
of Trafford Park Estates Company, Ltd 
and Chairman of the Board from 1912 
until his retirement in 1 929. His past role 
in the MSC led to several instances of 
conflicts of interest which made him the 
centre of many battles between the MSC 
Company and the Trafford Park Company 
and made him many critics. He had the 
vision to create an industrial estate (a 
leisure park had been proposed) and was 
responsible for the planning and layout of 
the Park with the erection of many 
buildings (including the village in the 
centre of the Park) and persuaded firms 
from around the world to take up sites. It 



is to Stevens that we owe the introduction 
of the great range of medium and heavy 
industries, power stations and railways, 
However, the centenary of the foundation 
of Trafford Park will be celebrated shortly 
and the details of this part of his story will 
be more appropriately told then. 

Marshall Stevens was of international 
note through his knowledge of trade and 
transport costs and he assisted Parliament 
at many enquiries, for example, at the 
Board of Trade and other depar�ents, on 
railways, inland navigation and pollution, 
He also promoted the idea, new at the 
time, of an international bank as a lubrica
tor for ' free trade. Marshall Stevens was 
M.P. for Eccles from 1918-22. He lived for 
a time at Bolton Lodge on Eccles Old Road 
and in Urmston at Highfield House, on 
the site of what is now Highfield School, 
where there is a blue plaque to his mem
ory, erected by Urmston History Society. 
He then moved to Dingle Bank on East 
Downs Road where he appears in Kelly',s 
Directory of 1923 and in retirement spent 
his time between Bowdon and, from 1932, 
his villa 'Marie-Helene' at Roquebrune, 
Cap Martin, in the south of France, event
ually spending most time at the villa, 
though visiting Bowdon annually. He 
died in Plymouth while reviSiting the 
scenes of his youth on 13th August, 1 936 
and was buried at his own wish at St. Ca
therine's Church., Dumplington, close to 
the Canal and the Trafford Park he had 
helped to create. The order of service at his 
funeral contained his words: "I have per-

formed the work allotted to me ... ", and so 
he had. One of his six sons, Lieutenant Co
lonel Harry Stevens, followed him as man
ager of Trafford Park and his family conti
nued to live at Dingle Bank. A plinth in 
memory of Marshall Stevens overlooks 
the Canal in Trafford Park. 

Manchester City News reported in 1894 
that "Probably no name is better known in 
connection with the Ship Canal that that of 
Mr. Marshall Stevens, the manager of that 
company." 
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CHESHIRE ARCHAEOLOGY DAY 
9th April 1994, Northwich Memorial HaU 

Thanks to the what I thought of at the time 
as the highly inconvenient timings of Brit
ish Rail, I arrived at the Memorial Hall, 

10 

Report by Jill Groves 
Northwich at just gone 9.00am, a good 
thirty minutes before the doors were due 
to open and forty-five before the coffee 



was suppose to flow, to find the doors 
open, people already bustling round set
ting up stalls at the back of the hall and the 
coffee jug in operation. After a thawing 
coffee I went back into the main hall. It 
was already filling up with people, most 
of them milling around the stalls, buying 
books and greeting friends. As I had only 
attended local history conferences before 
this where 100 people was a good number, 
nothing prepared me for the packing of 
300 enthusiastic archaeologists, amateur, 
professional and armchair, into the hall. 
Most of the seats were taken. Cheshire Ar
chaeology Unit said it had 1500 names 

and addresses on its database and had 
sent tickets to the first 300 to apply. Many 
more were disappointed. Northwich 
Memorial Hall is an excellent venue with 
good facilities for eating, etc., close to 
hand and on the same floor, but if Che
shire AU decides to have an audience of 
400 then it will have to move elsewhere. 

Having listened to the reports, seen the 
displays and bought too many books, I 
can understand why this Archaeology 
Day is so popular with people of all levels 
of interest in the subject. What follows is 
my summary of two of the reports I heard. 

East Cheshire Textile Mills 
Jean Fricker, Stock port Metropolitan Borough Council 

The mill survey started in the early 1980s 
as a survey of just silk mills for the Mac
clesfield Silk Museum. The survey wid
ened to include the whole of East Cheshire 
and not just silk mills. At this point it was 
taken up by the Royal Commission on 
Historical Monuments in England, which 
was surveying mills in Yorkshire and 
Greater Manchester. Here was a chance to 
have three surveys and three books look
ing at the three cloth industries: cotton, 
wool and silk. (Linen was a fourth one 
around the North-east Cheshire/South 
Manchester area, but since flax could not 
be spun into thread by machine in the 
nineteenth century, there were no linen 
mills to survey.) Yorkshire and Greater 
Manchester had each had at one time or 
another over 2,000 mills so the surveys for 
those areas could only select 200 for in
depth study. East Cheshire only contained 
250 mills altogether, so all were surveyed 
very comprehensively. 

Parishes covered included Macc1esfield, 
Bollington, Disley, Wilmslow and Knuts
ford. Most of these have since reverted 
back from centres of industry to agricul
ture. The first powered factories to be built 
for the silk industry for the throwing of 
silk yam were built in East Cheshire. The 
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technology came from Italy and very 
slowly spread (the knowledge of it was re
stricted by mill owners who wanted to 
keep it to themselves). Congleton had the 
first of these mills, built in the 173Os. Mac
c1esfield didn't get its first mill until the 
174Os. By the 1760s the industry was well
established in Stockport, Macclesfield and 
Congleton. A significant number of early 
mills were surviving in Macclesfield and 
Congleton in the 1980s. Park Green Mill 
was built in Macclesfield in the 1780s after 
the release of the Arkwright patent on the 
water frame, which was adaptable for 
many industry purposes, including cotton 
spinning and silk throwing. One mill in 
Macclesfield was owned by a woman in 
the early nineteenth century. 

Horse power was important to the early 
mills. Stone House Green Mill in Congle
ton, now no longer standing, was built in 
the 1780s and was used both as a silk and 
a cotton mill at different periods. 

A number of mills were built in rural 
districts, mostly because of the need for 
water to power the spinning and throwing 
machines. So the survey also looked at 
mill communities, at houses built for 
workers by employers, such as the mill 



community houses at Styal, Buglawton, 
Langley and many more. 

Water-powered mills continued into 
the mid-nineteenth, partly because they 
were exempt from the Factory Acts. 

Lower House Mill, the earliest fireproof 
mill, was built by Samuel Cregg, who also 
built Quarry Bank Mill, Styal. Timber 
beams were replaced by iron beams. Un
fortunately this sort of mill was not as fire
proof as the normal wood-constructed 
ones. This is because in a fire cast iron is 
friable and readily collapses, whereas 
wood chars to a certain point and no fur-

ther, and takes longer to collapse. 
In the 1820s large numbers of mills 

were built in the boom before the crash of 
1826. In the 18405 cotton and silk picked 
themselves up with the new technological 
changes in scale and construction, such as 
steam power. 

There have been many changes since 
the survey was made. A number of mills 
have been demolished, some listed, some 
reused as offices and hotels, and some, 
most notable the Heritage Centre, Mac
clesfield, have been turned into museums. 

Lindow Man Ten Years On 
Rick Turner, CADW: Welsh Historic Monuments 

Lindow Moss was 1,500 acres originally. 
Since the fifteenth century Lindow Moss 
has decreased. It mostly consists of sphag
num mos's bog which grew from the 
Bronze Age onwards. Sphagnum is a 
natural tanning agent and therefore a 
good preserver. On 13th May 1983 two 
men on an elevator where the peat was 
being dug out found a skull. The police 
were called and the skull was said then to 
be female. For a short time it was thought 
to be the skull of a missing modem 
woman who was believed to have been 
killed by her husband. The police arrested 
the husband, who confessed. Then the 
skull Oater called Lindow 1 or Lindow 
Woman) was found by the pathologists to 
be at least 200 years old. No one thought 
to alert local archaeologists. However, on 
1st August 1984 the same two men work
ing on the elevator found a right foot. The 
police were called again, but so too were 
the archaeologists. They discovered where 
the rest of the body was and were given 
less than twenty-four hours to get it out. 
Because the police were still involved, the 
body, now known as 'Pete Marsh' to the 
press and Lindow Man to the archaeolog
ists, was sent to the Police Mortuary at 
Macclesfield Hospital. 

Lindow Man was obviously murdered. 

12 

His last meal was of oats, wheats and mi� 
tletoe. ('This last item adds a Druid ele- ' 
ment.) His finger nails were manicured. 
The man was 5 foot 5 inches, twenty-five 
years, and was buried naked. He was rit
ually tripled killed (blow to the head, gar
rotted and throat cut) and carried to be bu
ried in a deep, watery bog. 

On 6th September, 1987 another body 
(Lindow 3) was found - in seventy pieces. 
Nothing sinister in this, just the action of 
the mechanical peat cutters. His head was 
not found at the same time. This time ex
cavation was tried on the site of Lindow 3. 
No more bodies were found but a lot was 
discovered about peat bogs. Lindow 3 was 
a man of thirty-five years of age, taller 
than the 5 foot 5 inches of Undow Man. 
The evidence is that the body may have 
been painted. His last meal was of cereals 
and hazelnuts. He too had neat finger
nails. He could have been decapitated and 
buried in a deep peat bog. 

In December 1988 missing bits of Un
dow Man, his buttocks, were found. There 
is a possibility that the head of 'Lindow 
Woman' is the head of Undow 3 Man. The 
dates for the three bodies are Lindow 1 up 
to 200AD, Lindow Man Iron Age to SOAD, 
and Lindow 3 up to 4OOAD. 



How did they die? Accident, murder or 
ritual? This is still in question. 

Of bog bodies in England and Wales, 
Worsley Man, dated to 200AD, was found 
to have evidence of a garrotte. A Roman 
type shoe was found in 1776 on a female 
bog body. In Ireland one bog body was 
found in the 18205 dating from DAD. 
Others have been found in Ireland dating 
from the Middle Ages to the seventeenth 
century. In Holland a girl from the Middle 
Bronze Age was found with a hempen 

noose of the Roman period around her 
neck (work that one out). The Danes have 
been at the forefront with Tollund Man, 
who was also garrotted. Artefacts like 
cauldrons have been found deposited in 
bogs too. Perhaps both artefact and bodies 
were deposited in times of stress. 

For details of the next Cheshire Archae
ology Day see North West Events and 
contact Chester Archaeology Unit as soon 
as possible. 

BOOK REVIEWS 
The 21st Battalion The Manchester Regi
ment. A Hlstoryedited by Robert Bonner. 
Fleur de Lys Publishing. Available from 
the Museum of the Manchesters, Town 
Hall, Ashton-under-Lyne. 
20cm x 22cm, paperback, vpp, 61 pp, 
price unknown. ISBN 1 873907 00 4 
It is true to say that this book is a histori
cally accurate account of the role played 
by the 21st battalion of the Manchester 
Regiment in World War One. However, 
within this framework, the reader is also 
given an insight into the lives of the 'Man
chester pals' during their time of service 
and, as a detailed history of this brave 
body of men, it cannot be faulted. 

It was on 1st December, 1 914 that 
Brevet Colonel W.W. Norman took com
mand of the Battalion: it is here that the 
book begins. The opening chapter de
scribes the 21st Battalion's formation and 
their initial training. The book continues 
describing the part the battalion took in 
the First World War and its disbandment. 

One particularly moving feature is the 
seventeen page Roll of Honour containing 
the name of all battalion members who 
gave their lives for their country. Many of 
these will have become familiar to the 
reader in the course of the book, such as 
Lieutenant Harry Corwin, the first officer 
to lose his life, and Captain James William 
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Bell, MC, the last. Such a List lessens the 
unavoidable anonymity that a book of this 
nature cannot help but bestow on those 
whose actions it describes so eloquently. 

The book also contains many intriguing 
quotes from dignitaries such as Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle and Field Marshall Sir Dou
glas Haig, as well as extracts of speeches 
and letters of commendation from the bat
talion's own officers. 

My only criticism is that almost eighty 
years after the events of this book the style 
in which the death of men on both sides 
are related may appear somewhat blase, if 
not uncaring. However, such a criticism 
may be unfair, given both the date of this 
document's original publication (1934) 
and the restrictive nature of its original 
source, the solders' own notes and 
memories. Such cursory descriptions are 
inevitable when the reader considers the 
vast number of deaths on both sides be
tween 1914 and 1918, together with the 
fact that this book is not intended to be a 
contemplation on the value of these 
deaths. 

The introduction suggests to the reader 
that the book's collective authors were the 
member of the 21st Manchester Old Boys 
Association who, in 1932, were respon
sible for the book's first publication. 



Hence, the book is written with an unde
niably personal touch; this may be why 
the final passage of the book is tinged with 
a definite sense of sadness. 

The brief nature of this book allows it to 
be read either in one sitting (for it is en
grossing reading), or a chapter at a time; 
one day the intricacies of the assault on 
'Polygon Wood', the next day the retreat 
from Ghevult. I have no hesitation in rec
ommending this text to anyone who 
wishes to examine in detail the history of 
the 21st battalion of the Manchester Regi
ment during World War One, or who has 
a desire to discover how a body of brave 
fighting men went about their duty in the 
face of great opposition. The 21st battalion 
were as brave as they come! 

Andrew Hardman 

The Protector of Dunham Masseyby 
Joyce Littler 
Joyce Littler Publications, c/o Gerald 
Whitwham and Company, 6b Old 
Market Place, Altrincham, Cheshire 
WA1 4 4DG 
21 cm, paperback, xpp, 1 1 8pp, 37 
figures, 1 5  tables, £7.95. ISBN 0 
9521 364 0 6  
It is not generally realised that George 
Booth, second Earl of Warrington, owned 
not only Dunham Hall and its surround
ing parkland but also large areas of land 
in north-east Cheshire and south-east lan
cashire resulting from previous gener
ations marrying wealthy property-owning 
heiresses. He was therefore rather unfor
tunate to inherit in 1 694 with the estates, 
great personal debts due to the political 
ideals and lavish life-styles of his father 
and grandfather. The Hall also was in ur-
gent need of repair. . 

The book deals with the management of 
this vast estate by the second Earl. He car
ried out an Estate Survey in 1701 and two 
later Rental Surveys, the details of which 
are expertly analysed in the main portion 
of the book, together with much interes
ting background information. He event-
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ually achieved success in overcoming his 
financial difficulties, mainly by clever 
management, but partly by himself 
marrying a rich heiress and by being left 
money in his brother's will. It was due to 
the second Earl that Dunham Hall and its 
parkland survived and was given its pres
ent appearance. The Hall was rebuilt; but 
was it considerably smaller than the ear
lier one as the book states? Comparing il
lustrations, the later Hall was certainly 
plainer, but a second courtyard is now evi
dent. A minor observation in a book 
which is a notable addition to the rather 
sparse literature concerning Dunham 
Massey and the second Earl of Warring
ton, and the author is to be congratulated 
in presenting her research in such a well
balanced and readable way. 

Derek Richbell . 

Looking Back at Newton Heath by New
ton Heath Historical Society 
Willow Publishing, Willow Cottage, 36 
Moss Lane, nmperley, Altrincham, 
Cheshire WA1 5 6SZ. 
3Ocm, paperback, 56pp, Illustrations, 
£5.95 (plus £1 .50 p&p). ISBN 0 946361 
36 3. 
Looking back at Newton Heath is mainly 
a collection of old photographs pertaining 
to Newton Heath and the surrounding 
areas, plus other memorabilia such as 
traders' handbills, etc. The background of 
each photograph is well described and ob
viously a lot of hard work has gone into 
research. 

For people who know Newton Heath 
this work will either evoke nostalgia for 
the past or perhaps appreciation that 
many things have changed for the better. 
To 'outsiders', however, it probably won't 
arouse the same amount of interest, but 
this could apply to any local history publi
cation. 

Marjorie Wright 



The Origins of Cheshire by Nick Higham 
Manchester University Press. 
22cm, 272pp, 60 illustrations Including 
maps. Paperback, £1 2.99, ISBN 0 71 90 
31 60 5; hardback, £40.00, ISBN 0 71 90 
31 59 1 .  
This is a remarkable book because it sheds 
an entirely new light on the development 
of the shire from prehistoric times to Do
mesday. The previous theory of settle
ment, through certain archaeologists and 
place-name specialists, stressed the over
running of the county by successive 
waves of settlers, each group bringing a 
new culture, new place-names and lan
guage and somehow obliterating the pre
existing people. Nick Higham's theme, in 
contrast to established thinking, is that of 
continuity. The resident population is seen 
as adapting to new language and custom 
by voluntary adoption by the people 
themselves. Archaeological, place-name, 
geographiC and documentary evidence is 
used cleverly and succinctly to put over 
this academic heresy in a very compelling 
way. 

The book is well illustrated with tables, 
maps and photographs, though as in an
other volume in this series, some of the 
photographs, as reproduced by this pub
lisher's printers, are disappointingly 
rather grey. Nevertheless, the contents are 
readable, can easily be understood and are 
eye-opening. Following an analysis of the 
detailed evolution of the shire, the ten sep
arate hundreds which emerged by 1086 
are discussed in turn, and local places, 
their names, churches, manors and land
owners come under close scrutiny. There 
is an excellent bibliography. 

After examining the unrewarding early 
prehistoric evidence, the author makes, 
for the late-prehistoric, a strong case for 
identifying the district later covered by 
Cheshire as the territory of the Iron Age 
Cornovii tribes whose base was in the 
Wroxeter area. The boundaries of the 
lands of these peoples seem to coincide 
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with the Mersey to the north, the Pennine 
front to the east and the Welsh marches to 
the west, especially the line of the Dee, but 
with some parts even west of that. In other 
words, approximately the boundaries of 
medieval Cheshire. These boundaries, the 
writer argues, continued into Roman 
times when Chester emerged as an im
portant fort and port for supplying troops 
farther north with the products of the 
south. At the end of the Roman period, 
from t]le end of the fourth century Chester 
was partly abandoned and redundant for 
a few centuries. The theme of a life-cycle 
(though not stated as such) of activity and 
redundancy of strong-points, religious es
tablishments and political organisations is 
frequently mentioned in the book. 

From Roman times onwards archaeo
logical evidence is scant again until the 
thirteenth century and the author has to 
rely on other types of evidence, including 
dubious medieval historiography. A few 
Germanic people arrived in 441AD, but a 
case, based on the lack of Anglo-Saxon bu
rials in Cheshire, is made to suggest that 
Celtic Christianity carried on into the 
early Dark Ages resisting the pagan aspir
ation of any early Anglo-Saxon incomers. 
A strong case is made that the people of 
Cheshire at this time were the direct de
scendants of the pre-Roman Cornovii, 
though known by the Germanic name 
Wrocansaete (from 'Wroxoter, and 'saete' = 

people). The Wrocansaete are not seen by 
Nick Higham as a mass of invading 
Anglo-saxons somehow replacing the pre
existing British residents but the natives 
themselves who voluntarily had become 
Germanised, perhaps through contact 
with the more wholly Anglo-Saxon states 
to the south. This people of pre-Roman 
origin copied the Anglo-Saxon language 
and customs of the more southerly parts 
of Mercia with which their sub-kings were 
often politically, militarily and commer
cially allied. 



Cheshire emerged as a shire between 
900 and 923 but throughout the Dark Ages 
was a battleground because it lay at the 
northern edge of Mercia between Wales, 
Northumbria (north of the Mersey), the 
small states of the Pennines and that part 
of Mercia which fell to the Danelaw, while 
English Mercia lay to the south. 

The interesting histories are told of the 
former Welsh part of Cheshire beyond the 
Dee, lost politically in medieval times, and 
of the influence of Scandinavian incomers, 
the settlements of whom do not seem to 
have been thick on the ground except in 
Wirral, perhaps a response to the building 
of the Mersey burghs which attempted to 
prevent a link-up between the Scandina
vian kingdoms of Dublin and York., Just 
prior to the arrival of the Normans, Che
shire, Shropshire and Staffordshire are 
shown to have been a great Anglo-Saxon 
earldom under Edwin and it is argued 
that to punish him for rebellion, William 
made that surprise punitive winter transit 
of the Pennines in 1069-70 which politit;al 
and military adventure resulted in Che
shire being the most wasted of all shires 
by Domesday. 

The origin and character of the ten hun
dreds of Cheshire show clearly the almost 
mathematical relationship of the number 
of strongholds, churches and Anglo-Saxon 
estates to the hundredal structure. The 
model hundred had one fortress, two 
mother churches and two large estates as 
the basis of its organisation. In the case of 
Bucklow Hundred, the fort was at Dun
ham, the mother churches were Bowdon 
and Rostherne, and one of the estates was 
that of Alfward based at Dunham which 
passed almost in toto to Hamo de Masci 
between 1070 and 1086. 

This is a most important book for any 
Cheshire local historian, stressing the 
theme of continuity of the people and 
character of CheshJre (though not politi
cally known by that name until the early 
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tenth century) for a' thousand years before 
the Normans came. It provides dear evi
dence for any modem Dorothy Sylvester 
(who helped to get Cheshire retained in 
the local government shake-up of 1 974), 
who wishes to make the historical case for 
preserving the county against the rurrent 
Local Government Review proposals for 
the name of Cheshire to disappear. 

Don Bayliss 

Barbary Coast Revisited: A book by Ord
allllbout Orda/l- the heart of Salford 
DocklatKls 
Bridging the Years, Salford Quays 
Heritage Centre, 3 The Quays, OrdNlI, 
Salford M5 2SQ. 
23cm x 21 cm, paperback, 1 20pp, 
Illustrations, maps, £3.50. ISBN 0 
951 9206 1 8. 
This is the second publication by Bridging . 
the Years. The first was a collection of 
photographs and reminiscences of people 
who lived and worked in the Ordsall area 
of Salford when Manchester Docks were 
in their heyday. The second book attempts 
to record the changes which have taken 
place since the 196Os, with the closure of 
the docks, slum clearances and redevelop
ments. 

What historians will make of this in the 
future I just don't known, but it con
tributed little to present day knowledge. 

Having spent many an hour of my 
youth on Salford Docks, watching the 
movement of the 'ocean-going ships which 
frequented the port at that time, and hav
ing worked for a company with premises 
on Ordsall Lane during most of the 196Os, 
I was most interested when I was asked to 
review this book. WHAT A DISAP
POIN1MENT! 

Written by residents of the area today, 
it paints a black picture of British life, one 
of abject despair, poverty and d eprivation. 
If, as it states in the introduction, "oral his-
tory is not just about giving a voice to the 
past, but about letting people record how 
they see their lives now", then there is little 



doubt that the people who have con
tributed to this book have been afforded 
just such an opportunity. On the back 
cover is the statement "this is essential 
reading for everybody, but above all it 
should be compulsory for anybody in na
tional or local government". I am confi
dent that people in government have per
used similar publications on many occa
sions and I cannot see how this one can 
add anything to their debate. 

As for everybody else, I would recom
mend they kept the purchase price in their 
pocket. 

John C. Lowe 

Lancashire Local Studies In honour of 
D/ana Winterbotham edited by Alan 
Cro.by. 
Carnegle Publishing Ltd In conjunction 
with the Lancashire Local History 
Federation, 1 8  Maynard Street, Ashton, 
Preston, Lancashire PR2 2AL. 
24cm, hardback, Ylpp, 1 47pp, 1 2  
illustrations, 7 maps, 9 diagrams, 
£1 4.95. ISBN 0 948789 94 8. 
This collection of essays on Lancashire 
local history was presented in honour of 
Diana Winterbotham on the occasion, in 
1993, of her retirement from being lanca
shire Local Studies Librarian, a post she 
had held for twenty-two years! In those 
twenty-two years Diana did a great deal to 
promote local history in the county and 
built up a collection from almost nothing. 
That the Lancashire Local Studies Library 
is as good as it is today is down to Diana's 
hard work and dedication. She was a 
founder member in 1973 of the Federation 
of Local History Societies in the County 
Palatine of Lancaster (since more suc
cinctly renamed Lancashire Local History 
Federation). She is now Chairman of the 
Ranulf Higden Society, and a council 
member of both the Historic Society of 
Lancashire and Cheshire and the Friends 
of the Lancashire Archives. Diana may be 
retired but she is definitely not sitting still. 
She appears to be giving talks to a lot of 
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local history societies and she is writing 
and researching a history of Lancashire 
agriculture. 

The essays in this book are by some of 
the better known luminaries of Lancashire 
local history, including the Chairman of 
the Lancashire Local History Federation, 
Alan Crosby, and the President of the 
Chetham Society, Paul Booth. I have to say 
that the essays I enjoyed reading the most 
were by these two: the essay on geese 
stealing in Lancashire, 1550-1850, was full 
of Alan Crosby's humour and also con
tained a great deal of information useful to 
anyone interested in the history of geese 
as domestic animals in the early modem 
period to the Industrial Revolution, 
whether in Lancashire or elsewhere. 

Anyone who has only heard of Toxteth 
in Liverpool as a place of inner city riots 
and deprivation in the 1980s might be sur
prised to learn from Paul Booth's article 
that it was at one time a deer park, owned 
by the Earl of Derby. However, in the 
1590s it was disparked, sold and de
veloped as tenancies. By the 1620s an 
extra-parochical township had been cre
ated full of Puritan watch and clock 
makers, attracted as much by the availa
bility of land to rent near the port and 
market of Liverpool as by the lack of eccle
siastical control (until the 1 63Os). It is a 
pity, as Paul Booth points out, that more 
documentary evidence about this strongly 
Puritan enclave in the early and mid
seventeenth century does not exist. 

Judith Swarbrick's essay on manuring 
in the first half of the nineteenth century is 
another interesting one. It sets out the 
problems of sanitation in industrial Lanca
shire as well as the problems of using 
night-soil (which might have contained 
disease) to improve agricultural land and 
compares Lancashire with Flanders, a 
place with a great influence on the 'serious 
manurers' of Lancashire. The problems of 
night soil, the collection of it and the treat-



ment of it and liquid manure involved 
town authorities as much as enterprising 
farmers. The essay from Angus Winches
ter (ex-Book Review Editor of the Local 
Historian), 'Fields, Wood and Forest -
landscape of medieval Lancashire' sur
veys medieval Lancashire using place
name evidence and documentary evi
dence. Through a glass darkly - the 
Gough Map and Lancashire' by Mary 
Higham takes as its starting pOint a map 
of England bought by Richard Gough in 
1 774 for half a crown (2s 6d in old money 
or 1 2.5p in modern decimal coinage). It is 
thought to date from the mid-fourteenth 
centulo/. Mary Higham looks at the infor
mation on the map and relates it to do
cumentary evidence for the Lancashire 
places mentioned and why some are in
clud ed and others are not. 

Geoff Timmins has written on the evol
ution of the two-up, two-down house in 
nineteenth Lancashire, from the living
room/back room with backyard and 
privy of the 1830s in the cotton districts'of 
Lancashire. Cooking, as in the houses of 
the poor well into the eighteenth century, 
was done on the living room fire. Later 
(c.late nineteenth century) cooking moved 
into the kitchen, along with scullery and 
food storage space. In the early 1900s 
Manchester Corporation began adding 
front gardens to the basic plan. An im
proved version with downstairs bath
room, but still with the wc in the yard, 
was built at Port Sunlight. This plan de
veloped still further with Manchester Cor
poration into the front parlour house with 
access off the street into a lobby instead of 

straight into the parlour. The kitchen/liv
ing room became the main living space 
with the parlour being used only on spe
cial occasions. 

The last essay, by Zoe Lawson, exam
ines the way that the bicycle and cycling 
clubs developed in Lancashire at the end 
of the nineteenth century. Cycle clubs be
came as much social clubs as the impetus 
for physical activity. They began as clubs 
for young, middle class men in the 1870s 
and 1880s. Some early clubs had almost 
military style uniforms and discipline. The 
safety bicycle made cycling safer and 
cheaper for many other people. New cy
cling clubs appeared which attracted 
young men from the upper working class. 
The meets and cycling runs and races in
creased in popularity in the 188Os. 

In the 1880s women began to cycle too, 
forming their own clubs. The idea of 
women cyclists, free to go where they 
would, scandalised the Victorian public. 
The mixed membership of Clarion Cy
cling Clubs scandalised them even more. 

Cycling clubs, were as Ms Lawson 
points out, were great liberators for both 
men and women of industrialised towns 
to travel easily out into the countryside to 
teas at country pubs or picnics. Cycling 
also changed local economies as shops 
selling cycles and equipment and special 
cycling clothes opened in Lancashire 
towns. 

This collection of essays has something 
to interest everyone, whether a Lancashire 
local historian or not and I heartily recom
mend it. 

JiII Groves 

Local History Society News 
Please, if you belong to another history so- The Editor thanks Ashton and Sale His
ciety as well the Altrincham History So- tory Society, Bowdon History, North West 
ciety, could you let the Editor have a copy Gas Historical Society. 
of their meetings programme for 1994-5. 
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Ashton and Sale History Society 
(ASHES) 
Meets at 7.30pm Ashfield House (ex-Sale 
Adult Centre), on the corner of Ashfield 
Road and Claremont Road, on the first 
Monday of every month. 
Chairman: Alan Morrison, 93 Park Road, 
Sale. 

Bowdon History Society 
Meets at the Church Hall of the Bowdon 
Downs Upper Room Church, Bowdon 
Road, at 8.00pm. Visitors 75p. The new 
Secretary is Mrs Ann Redford, 5 Pine
wood, Bowdon, Altrincham, Cheshire 
WAI4 3JQ. 
17th October, 1994, 'Local Victorian Port
rait Photographers' (Derek Richbell) 
14th November, 1994, 'Vernacular Archi
tecture in North Cheshire'. 
20th February, 1995, 'God's Englishman 
Oliver Cromwell in Context'. 
20th March, 1995, The Archives of the 
Duke of Westminster'. 

Hale Civic Society 
Meets on Wednesdays at 7.45pm at Hale 
Library, Leigh Road, Hale. For more de
tails about meetings contact Jane Preston 

tel. 928 5263 (evenings only). 

Historical Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire 
Meets at 7.00pm in the Audio-Visual 
Room, Ground Floor, Central Libraries, 
William Brown Street, Liverpool. (Liver
pool is only thirty minutes away by train 
from Manchester.) 
15th September, 'Hugh, Lord Willoughby 
of Parham: Lancashire dissent at the time 
of the "Glorious Revolution"'. 
20th October, '''An empire centre of artistic 
culture": Charles Reilly's Liverpool School 
of Architecture and its influence. 

North West Gas Historical Society 
Not all dates and locations known, so 
where interested contact the Secretary, 
Diane Smith, c/o I eSt C Sales, British Gas 
plc, Hind Street, Birkenhead L41 SOB. 
(Despite the fact that Secretary is now at 
Birkenhead, the North-west Gas Historical 
Society is in fact mostly Altrincham and 
Manchester-based in its talks.) 
20th October, talk by Don Rainger of the 
Manchester Jewish Museum, meeting at 
Gould Street, Manchester. 

LOCAL BOOKS 
A Cheshire Market Town in Victorian Times: Al
trincham in 1841 edited by Don Bayliss, Al
trincham History Society, 51 Chiltern Drive, 
Hale, Altrincham, Cheshire. A4, 56pp, 40 il
lustrations and maps, £5.70. ISBN 0 9522681 0 
8. 

This is the Society'S very own publication, 
the result of two years' long, hard work by a 
number of members. It was published at the 
end of September. Buy it while stocks last. 

Lancashire and Cheshire from AD 1540 by Colin 
B. Phillips and John H. Smith, Longman. 
23cm, paperback, 376pp, tables, Regional 
History of England Series, £19.99. ISBN 0 582 

19 

49250 5. 

Conflict and Cooperation: Rochdale and the Pion
eering Spirit 1 790-1844 by John Cole, G. Kel
saIl, 22 Church Street, Littleborough OLl5 
9AA. 2lcm, paperback, 64pp, 42 illustrations, 
£5.95. ISBN 0 946571 24 4. 

Excavations at Chester: Saxon Occupation 
within the Roman Fortress - Sites Excavated, 
1971-1981 by Simon Ward, Chester City 
Council, Department of Leisure Services: 
Grosvenor Museum, 27 Grosvenor Street, 
Chester CHI 2DD. 3Ocm, paperback, xpp, 
135pp, 31 illustrations (29 in colour), 27 
tables, Archaeological Service Excavation 



and Survey Reports, No.7, £20.00. ISBN 1 
872587 03 8. 

Battle of Nantwich 1644 by John Barratt. 22.cm, 
paperback, 36pp, 4 maps, English Civil War 
Battles Series, £3.00. ISBN 1 85ID4 030 2. 
Siege of Milnchester 1642 by John Barratt. 
22cm, paperback, 24pp, maps, English Civil 
War Battles Series, £2.50. ISBN 1 85804  031 O. 

Both published by Stuart Press, 24 Sand
ford Road, Hotwells, Bristol BSB 4QG. It was 
hoped that this journal would be able to re
view these two books, which are of great in
terest to our members. Unfortunately the 
publisher feels that the cost of free review 
copies, outweighs the number of books sold 
via reviews. 

If anyone buying copies of either of these 
booklets would like to comment on them, the 
editor would very gladly publish them. 

Catholic Lallcashire by ].A. Hilton, Phillimore 
Co. Ltd, Shopwyke Manor Barn, Chichester, 
Sussex pcno 6BG. 25cm, 160pp, 14 illustra
tions, £19.95. ISBN 0 85033 893 X. 

21st Battalion the Manchester Regiment: A His
tory edited by Robert A. Bonner (self-editor), 
115 Mobberley Road, Knutsford WA16 8EN. 
21cm, paperback, 61pp, 2nd revised edition, 
£4.50. ISBN 1 873907 04 4. 

Thornsett in 1841: Land and People by Ron 
Weston, New Mills History Society, 'The 
Thorns', Laneside Road, New Mills, Stock
port SK12 4LU. 30cm, 52pp, 17 maps, 13 il
lustrations by Barbara Wallington, 2nd re
vised edition, £2.95. ISBN 0 9515926 9 6. 

12th Battalion the Manchester Regiment: A His
tory edited by Robert A. Bonner (self-publish
er), 1 15 Mobberley Road, Knutsford WA16 
8EN. 21cm, paperback, 3rd revised edition, 
£4.50. ISBN 1 873907 02 8. 

History of At/zerton by John Lunn, P.& D. 
Riley, 12 Bridgeway East, Windmill Hill, 
Runcorn WA3 6LD. 23cm, paperback, 136pp, 
illustrations, maps, new edition, £4.95. ISBN 
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1 874712 10 7. 

Barbary Coast Revisited: Book By Ordsall About 
Ordsall - Hemt of Salford DocldRnds edited by 
Isabel Brotherton and Rose Hughes, Bridging 
the Years, Salford Quays Heritage Centre, 3 
The Quays, Salford MS 2SQ. 21cm, paper
back. 120pp, 37 illustrations, 3 maps, £3.50. 
ISBN 0 9519206 1 8. 

Oldhmn Beerhouses and Their Licensees 1828-
1994. Part 1: Albert Hotel to Hunters Tavern by 
Rob Magee. 3Ocm, paperback. 6Opp, 77 illus
trations, maps, £3.25. ISBN 1 85216 0845. 
Part 2: Ironworkers Arms to Yorkshire Dining 
Rooms by Rob Magee. 3Ocm, paperback, 
6Opp, 73 illustrations, maps, £3.25. ISBN 1 
85216 085 3. 

Both editions are published by Neil Ri
chard son, 88 Ringley Road, Stoneclough, · 
Radcliffe, Manchester. 

Cheshire: The King's Divided Pallltine: Civil War 
in Cheshire by Derek John Brownsword-Hul
land, Guildmaster Book. Guild House, 81 
Welsh Row, Nantwich CW5 SET. 22.cm, 
hardback, vipp, 144pp, 11 illustrations by 
Deborah Jayne, £12.50. ISBN 0 9514704 1 8. 

Old Ordnance Survey MAps of Cheshire. Roe 
Cross. 22cm, folded paperback. facsimile of 
1907 edition, £1 .75. ISBN 0 85054 656 7. 
Old Ordnance Survey MAps of LanCllShire. North 
Reddish and S. W. Denton. 22.cm, folded paper
back. facsimile of 1904 edition, £1 .75. ISBN 0 
85054 654 0. 
Bury. 22cm, folded paperback. facsimile of 
1908 edition, £1 .75. ISBN 0 85054  660 5. 
Bury (North). 22cm, folded paperback. fac
simile of 1908 edition, £1 .75. ISBN 0 85054 
654 0. 
Preston (West). 22cm, folded paperback. fac
simile of 1909 edition, £1 .75. ISBN 0 85054 
666 4. 

. 

Anfield. 22cm, folded paperback, facsimile of 
1908 edition, £1.75. ISBN 0 85054  672 9. 
Chorlton-cum-l-lRrdy and Stretford. . 22.cm, 
folded paperback. facsimile of 1905 edition, 



£1 .75. ISBN 0 85054 673 7. 
All these OS maps are reprinted by Alan 

Godfrey Maps, 1 2  The Off Quay Building, 
Foundry Lane, Newcastle NE6 1 LH 

St. Mary's Church, Astbury by Eric J.A. Bra
zier, Old Vicarage Publications. 23cm, paper
back. 16pp, illustrations (some in colour), 
£1 .95. ISBN 0 947818 758. 

Irlam and Cadishead Remembered by Marion 
Beeston, Salford, City of, Arts and Leisure 
Department, Vulcan House, The Crescent, 
Salford MS. lScm x 21cm, paperback, 28pp, 1 
map, £1 .95. ISBN 0 901952 26 5. 

Manchester Ship Canal Company Prospectus 
(1894): A Facsimile with Historical Notes edited 
by Richard Dean, M. &: M. Baldwin. 23cm, 
folded in plastic wallet, paperback. Water
way Heritage Collection, £3.00. ISBN 0 
94771 2 26 7. 

Manchester and Its Ship Canal Movement: Class, 
Work and Politics in LAte-Victorian England by 
Ian Harford, Ryburn Publishing. 27cm, 
paperback, 192pp, 108 illustrations, 4 maps, 
£14.95. ISBN 1 85331 029 8. 

Sale, Cheshire, in 1841: Its People and Their 
Lives by John Newhill, Ashton and Sale His
tory Society, c/o 77 Marford Crescent, Sale, 

Cheshire M33 4DN. AS, 96pp, 9 illustrations, 
7 maps, £5.00. ISBN 0 9523513 0 7. 

This is Ashton and Sale History Society's 
latest publishing venture, a road by road 
look at people and places in Sale in the 
census year of 1841. If you haven't bought a 
copy yet, do so before they run out. 

Piggins, Husslements and Desperate Debts: A so
cull history of North-East Cheshire through wills 
and probate inventories, 1600-1760 by Jill 
Groves, NW AS, 77 Marford Crescent, Sale, 
Cheshire M33 4DN. 29cm, paperback, 88pp, 
illustrations and maps, £4.35. ISBN 0 951 7782 
3 4. 

This book is £3.50 to those who order (and 
pay for) a copy before 14th October. 

Who Was Who Around Prestwich by John F. 
Wilson (self-publisher), 6 Grasmere Avenue, 
Stand, Whitefield, Manchester M25 7GN. 
lScm, paperback, 6Opp, £2.00. ISBN 0 
9506795 2 6. 

This Was My Village: Boyhood Recolledions of 
Flixton, 1922-1938 by Cliff Royle, Neil Ri
chardson, 88 Ringley Road, StonecIough, 
Radcliffe, Manchester. 3Ocm, paperback, 
64pp, 70 illustrations, 1 map, £3.50. ISBN 1 
85216 092 6. 

Magazines 
Bury Archive Service Newsletter, January 1994, issue a year, £2.00 (good value for money). 
April/May 1994. AS, 4pp, 4 issues, FREE. Available from Centre for North-west Re-
Often sent out to subscribers to Greater Man- gional Studies, Lancaster University, Bail-
chester Courier but also available from Bury rigg, Lancaster. 
Archive Service, 1 st Floor, Derby Hall An- Articles include: 'The Towns of Medieval 
nexe, Edwin Street (off Crompton Street), Lancashire: An Overview'; 'J.5. Crowther in 
Bury BL9 0AS. Windermere and Alderley Edge'; 'Was it 

News items and lists of new accessions in Healthier to live in the Country?'; 'The De-
both newsletters. The back pages are given cline of Hand Weaving in Nineteenth-Cen-
over, very usefully, to a little map showing tury Lancashire'; 'The Wordsworth Trust at 
the centre of Bury where the Archive Service Dove Cottage Centre for British Romanti-
is. cism'; 'Brick Men and Manufacture in Pres

ton before 1 750'; 'Centre for North-West Re-Centre for North-West Regional Studies Bulletin, gional Studies in 1993'; 'Wives for Sale!'; 'An 
New Series, No.8, Summer 1994. AS, 96pp, 1 
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Early Victorian railway and its Legal Ad
visers'; 'The Fylde and its Setting'. 

Cheshire History, Spring 1994, No.33. 24cm, 
32pp, 2 issues a year, £7.00 a year. Available 
from Cheshire Community Council, 96 
Lower Bridge Street, Chester CHl 1 RU. 

Articles include: 'Knights Grange: Six 
Centuries of History'; 'The Landscape of 
Oxton Township 1 795-1877: Part One'; 'A 
Demographic Study of Two Adjoining Wir
ral Parishes in the Eighteenth Century'; 'The 
Eastgate, Chester and Its Clock'; 'Wildboar
clough: The Economy of a Hill Parish'. 

Cllester Archaeological Service Newsletter, 
March 1994 and June 1994, Nos.1 and 2. A4, 
4pp, 4 issues a year, 20p each (if bought at the 
Grosvenor Museum, Chester), or £1.60 a 
year, including p&p. Available from Chester 
Archaeological Service, Grosvenor Museum, 
27 Grosvenor Street, Chester CHI 200. 

Items include: 'A baffling bone'; 'More 
finds from Chester Castle'; 'Roman games 
and Victorian gardens'; 'Chester Archaeo
logy and Local Government Reorganisation'; 
'Small but significant: a late Roman coin 
from Chester'; 'Divided Loyalties'; 'Peter 
Carrington, Post-Excavation officer'; 'Re
member the Congleton Coin Hoards?'; 'Che
shire Archaeology Day'; 'Middlewich 
Roman Fort'. 

Chester Local History News, Summer 1994, the 
newsletter of Chester City Record Office. A4, 
4pp, 4 issues a year, FREE. Available from 
Chester City Record Office, Town Hall, Chelr 
ter CHl 2HJ. 

News items, items about the then forth
coming year long Chester Civil War Festival 
and diary of events June to early August. 

Current Archaeology, No.137, Vol. XII, No.5, 
February/March 1994. A4, 4Opp, 6 issues a 
year, £2.00 per issue or £12.00 a year. Avail
able from Andrew and Wendy Selkirk, 9 
Nassington Road, London NW3 2TX. 

The reason for mentioning this national-
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based magazine is that it has a three-part ar
ticle on a shovel found at Alderley Edge and 
donated to Manchester University Museum 
by the writer Alan Gamer, into whose polr 
session it came in the 195Os, and who tried 
for nearly forty years to get it properly desig
nated. Previous to the Manchester Museum 
having it radio-carbon dated, the shovel had 
been dismissed by experts as a medieval 
peat digging spade, a Tudor winnowing fan 
and a Victorian child's toy spade. It turned 
out to be, as Alan Gamer had thought all 
along, a miner's shovel from the Middle 
Bronze Age. 

Gaslight, the newsletter of the North-west 
Gas Historical Society, No. 28 March 1 994, 
No.29 April 1994, No.30 May 1994, No.31 
JunelJuly 1994. A4, 4pp, 4 issues a year, Free . 
(along with membership) to those interested 
in the history of the gas industry and related 
subjects. Available from the Secretary, Diane 
Smith, c/o I & C Sales, British Gas plc, Hind 
Street, Birkenhead U1 5DB. 

Items in No.28 include: 'The Ormskirk 
Gas Light Co - cont'd'; 'Towns-gas F'tlled 
Balloons'; 'Journal of Gas LightinS'; 'Map 
Perusal - the Quest for Gasworks'. 

Items in No.29 include: 'Flying by Gas'; 
'The Ormskirk Gas Light Company - conti
nued'; 'From Manchester to Buenos Ayres'; 
'Liverpool's Fazakerley Gasworks'; 'Ga
sworks and the Public Health'; 'Roward 
Greenfield Archive'; 'Thames Watermen'. 

Items in No.30 include: 'The Ormskirk 
Gas Light Co. - cont'd'; 'Liverpool's Fazaker
ley Gasworks'; 'Early Aeronauts'; 'The Mo
tives for Gas Nationalisation'; 'Gas Supply to 
Halton, Lancashire'. 

Items in No.31 include: 'The Ormskirk 
Gas Light Co. - cont' d'; 'War Memorials'. 

Greater Manchester Courier, the newsletter of 
Greater Manchester Record Office, No.41, Fe
bruary 1994 (arrived March), May 1994. A4, 
6pp, 4 issues a year, £1 .75 a year (for postage 
only). Available from Greater Manchester 



County Record Office, 56 Marshall Street, 
New Cross, Manchester M4 5FU. 

News items from GMRO and other 
archives around the country. 

Lancashire Local Historian, the journal of the 
Lancashire Local History Federation, No.8, 
1 993. AS, 64pp, 1 issue a year, £2.00 (exclud
ing postage). Available from the Lancashire 
Local History Federation, c/o 77 Wellington 
Street, Ashton, Preston PR1 8TQ. 

Articles include: 'Migration to Preston in 
the fourteenth century: the evidence of sur
names'; 'Deaths in Stuart Lancashire: some 
new interpretations'; The building of Barton 
Bridge'; 'Liverpool boarding academies in 
the 1840s'; 'The Lonsdale Historical Society 
1 956-1992'. 

Lymm and District Local History Society, jour
nal of tlte, Vo!. 9, Part 2, October 1993. A4, 
number of issues and price unknown. A vail
able from Mrs M .  Land, 8 Richmond Close, 
Lymm, Cheshire. 

Articles include: 'More about the "The Boy 
From Lymm'''; 1ndex to Local Wills, 1821-
30'; 'The Royles at Lymm'; 'Middleton 
Manor's New Tenant and the Bowling 
Green, 1667' ; 'Ye Olde Cheshire - and its Fa
mous Pudding'; 'Conversions' (of old build
ings into new uses). 

Manchester Region History Review, Vo!.VIII, 
1994. A4, 112pp, 1 issue a year, £9.00. Avail
able from Manchester Region History Review, 
c/o Manchester Metropolitan University, Or
mond Building, Lower Ormond Street, Man
chester MI5 6BX. 

Articles include: 'The Ship Canal: Raising 
the Standard for Popular Capitalism'; 'Sa
muel Bamford and Middleton Rushbearing'; 
'The Blackpool Landlady Revisited'; 'Factory 
Fiction in the Cotton Factory Times'; 'The 
Baron and the Brewer: Political Subsidy and 

- the Last years of the Manchester Courier'; 'L.S. 
Lowry and the Heritage Movement'; 
'Charity and the 'Market': The Case of Hen-
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shaw's Blind Asylum'; 'Victorian Hayfield as 
Seen Through the Census Returns'; 'Man
chester Solicitors: Forgotten Provincials in 
the Development of a Professional Myth'; 
'Local Studies in Chorley'; 'Clitheroe Castle 
Museum'; 'Lancashire Local History FL'<Ier
ation'; 'James ReiIly: An Artisan Manufac
turer in Victorian Manchester'; plus book re
views and a bibliography of everything that 
has been published in 1993 on the history of 
the Manchester region. 

Past Forward, the newsletter of Wigan Herit
age Service, Spring 1 994, No.6. A4, 16pp, 4 
issues a year, FREE (but donations would be 
gratefully received). Available from the-Edi
tor, Wigan Heritage Service, Market Suite, 
The Galleries, Wigan WNI IPX. 

Articles include: 'Aspull recalled .. .'; '1 re
member when ... '; Francis Merryman and the 
Captain'; 'EP. Sturm: A literary Leigh doc
tor'; 'The Story of the ''Yorkshire Horse'''; 
'Remembering Walker Bros. (Wigan) Ltd'; 'A 
Friend in Need'; 'Migration from the Land'. 

Stretford Chronicle, the magazine of Stretford 
Local History Society, Winter 1993/94 and 
Special Spring 1994 edition. A4, 16pp and 
20pp respectively, 4 issues a year. price un
known. Available from Mr Bill Ashton, Hon. 
Secretary, 236 Winchester Road, Stretford, 
Manchester M32 9PU. 

Articles include: 'Family History from 
Postcards'; 'Some Memories of Stretford'; 
'Stretford in 1900-01 - an interesting com
parison'; 'Reminiscences of Old Stretford 
about 1896-1923 (part Four)'; 'Local Land
scape History'. 

Spring edition 1994. This is devoted to 
telling the history of the Manchester Ship 
Canal. All the material, including the illus
trations, have been gathered by Bill Ashton, 
Secretary of Stretford History Society, during 
the preparation of his illustrated talk on the 
subject. 



No.9 March 1995 ISSN 0962-9793 

Altrincham History Society 

]OURNA.,[J 

r----,::::;;;;;;::::::----------i The Dutch Wars 
- 1652-74 

- --- - - -- -.- � 
, ....-::;;c;:- A T ameside Man 

<.:::. - in the Isle of Man - �---..: 

The Denton 

=--- Churchyard 
�-""'---'='---' -=- Masonic 

11!111������11��� Gravestone 

� Stray Thoughts 

Pri�e: £1.00 



Altrincham History Society Journal 
No.7 March 1994 
ISSN 0962-9793 

Master copy laser-printed by Northern Writers Advisory Services, Sale. 
Editor: Mrs Jill Groves, 77 Marford Crescent, Sale, Cheshire, M33 4DN 

Hon. Sec.: Mrs Hilda Bayliss, 51 Chiltern Drive, Hale, Altrincham. 

Contents 
Chairman's Notes 2 The Denton Churchyard Masonic 

Society News and Meetings 

North West History News 

Events in the North West 

The Dutch Wars - 1 652-74 
Ron Higginboffom 

3 
Gravestone 
Revd. N.B. Cryer, M.A. 

8 

A Tameside Man in the Isle of Man 
Hilda Bay/iss 

Cover illustration: A Dutch flagship (see p.5) 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Stray Thoughts 
Chris Hill 

Book Reviews 

Local History Societies News 

Local Books 

1 2  

1 5  
1 9  

20 

Subscriptions: £3.00 per year. TIle /ollmnl is  £0.75 per issue to members and £1.00 to non-members. 
Copyright: Although copyright of the articles contained with this issue is retained by the individual con
tributors, permission must be sought from the editor when extracts from this issue are published or used 
elsewhere and due acknowledgement given. 
Altrincham History Society meets once a month between September and May at 7.3Opm at Altrincham 
Library, Stamford New Road, Altrincharn, Cheshire. Non-members are welcome. Cost £1.00 per talk to 
non-members. 

CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 

There has been speculation about the fu
ture of the police station on Dunham Road 
and its possible use as an arts/mu
seum/heritage centre. I suppose it is un
likely in the present period of financial 
stringency that such a centre could appear 
in the immediate future but I have written 
to Trafford Council asking them not to 
drop the idea completely. With the wealth 
of history from Altrincham and Dunham 
together with that from the other centres 
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Don Bay/iss 
in the Borough, there should be sufficient 
displays for a Trafford Heritage Centre in 
the southern part which would encourage 
visi tors from far around. 

Photographs and postcards appeal! We 
would be grateful if you would allow us 
to copy for our Society collection any old 
photographs you may have of anything or 
anybody in the greater Altrincham area. 
You will get the originals back! Thanks. 



SOCIETY NEWS AND MEETINGS 
27th February, Methodism in Cheshire, 
Mr E.A. Rose 
27th March, Civil War in Cheshire, the 
Siege of Chester, Mr R.N. Dore 
24th April, The Training of WWII Secret 
Agents in Cheshire, Mr John Chartres 
22nd May, AGM followed by Edwardian 
Scandals, Mr B. Oldroyd 

Where to Find the Society in 1995 
Altrincham History Society can be found 
on the Open University History Society 
stall at the following History Fairs and 
other events in 1995. 
22nd April, British Association for Local 
History Conference and AGM, Manches
ter Town Hall. 
29th April, Lancashire Local History 
Federation Conference and AGM, Preston 
Cqunty Hall. 
October, South Cheshire Family History 
Conference, Victoria Centre, Crewe. 
28th October, Federation of Family Hi's
tory Societies North-west Group Family 
History Fair, Stockport Town Hall. 

The reason that Altrincham History S0-
ciety can be found on the Open University 
History Society stall is that the Editor of 
this newsletter is also the editor for the 
OUHS. But don't let that put you off vol
unteering to help on the stalls. 

The Town Crier - An Obituary 
Members will be saddened to read about 
the death, on 1 1 th December, 1994, of the 
Town Crier, Ken Noble. 

Ken was a Warrant Officer in the 2nd 
Battalion of the Manchester Regiment. He 
served in Burma in World War I1, later be
coming a member of the Burma Star Asso
ciation. Some ten years ago he was se
lected from a number of candidates and 
appointed to the position of Town Crier 
by the Altrincham Court Leet. Ken became 
a member of the Guild of Town Criers, 
taking part successfully in national and in
ternational championships. 

Members of the Association extend 
their deepest sympathy to Mrs. Noble and 
the family. 

NORTH WEST HISTORY NEWS 
Longford Hall to be Demolished 
The Palladian home of the renowned busi
nessman and philantropist, John Rylands, 
Longford Hall in Stretford is in danger of 
being demolished because of a ruling by a 
public inquiry inspector to the Secretary of 
State for National Heritage. The Longford 
Hall Park and Gardens Trust is outraged 
and will be fighting the demolition, 
lobbying local MPs for support. It ques
tions the decision by the Secretary of State 
on the grounds that it is at odds with gov
ernment policy on protecting heritage. 

Longford Hall, if it is demolished, will 
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have the White City treatment and have 
its classical facade preserved. 

The area of Trafford, once very rich in 
historic halls such as Sale Old Hall, Rid
dings Hall in Timperley, Oldfield Hall in 
Altrincham, Old Trafford, the home of the 
de Trafford family until Trafford Park was 
built on its grounds, will have, once Long
ford Hall is demolished, only Ashton New 
Hall, Dunham Massey Hall and Bowdon 
Hall (see p.16). The Borough can ill afford 
to lose Longford Hall. 

It has been Trafford MBC's property for 
many years, in which time it has been 



allowed to decay to the extent that per
haps it is best to demolish most of it on the 
grounds of safety. But that is an indict
ment of Trafford MBe's vacillation and 
lack of true commitment to heritage in its 
area. Longford Hall could have been made 
into an art gallery museum, with tourist, 
as well as borough-wide, appeal, some 
years ago. 

Many people in stretford and the rest of 
Trafford remember Longford Hall as a 
beautiful place to go on high days and 
holidays. They will also remember what 
happened to it. 

Manchester has the magnificent John 
Rylands Library to remember the great 
cotton merchant by, Trafford will shortly 
have only a crumbling facade. 

The Howard Greenfield Archive 
British Gas has recently announced a revi-

sion of its archives and museums policy. 
There will be just two museums, the Lon
d on Gas Museum at Bromley-by-Bow and 
the John Doran Museum at Leicester, and 
British Gas's only national archive is now 
the Howard Greenfield Archive at Part
ington. 

At present the computer indexing of 
d ocUmentary holdings for pre-national
ism undertakings and British Gas Districts 
and Groups/Areas has been completed. 
HGA also hopes to make a start on com
puter indexing the photographic collec
tion. 

The HGA can be found at British Gas 
plc, Common Lane, Parting ton, Manches
ter. Telephone 0161 928 631 1  ext. 67193 be
fore you go to check that the Archive is 
open. It is manned by volunteers and so 
its opening hours are restricted. 

Events in the North West 
Manchester Region Industrial 

Archaeology Society 
The River Invell Corridor ill Mnnc1zester: Its 

History and Recent Developmellt 
Manchester M useum of Science and Ind ustry 
9.00am to 4.30pm, Saturday, 22nd April, 1995 

Fee: £9.50 
This is another talk and guided walk day by 
Derek Brumhead and David George. If you 
haven't been on one of these interesting day 

schools yet, go on this one. Wear stout 
walking shoes. 

For more details contact Derek Brumhead, 
Gay ton, Laneside, New Mills, Stockport. 

Lancashire Local History Federation 
Tlze History of Lancashire Textiles 

(day school) 
9.4Sam4.00pm, Saturday, 1st April 

Padiham and Gawthorpe 
Fee: £1 0.00 (including lunch and guided tour 
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of Gawthorpe Hall) 

Annual Conference and AGM 
29th April 

County Hall, Preston 
(5 minutes only from the railway station) 
For forms and more information write to 

Diana Winterbotham, Treasurer, Lancashire 
Local History Federation, 9 Riverside Drive, 

Stoneclough, Radcliffe, Manchester M26 
lHU. 

The Textile Society 
Antique Textile Fair 

Annitage Centre, Fallowfield, Manchester 
Sth April 

English Civil War Society 
Living History Display, Beeston Castle, Cheshire 

5th-6th August 
Major Event, Rowtoll Moor, Cheshire 

27th-28th August 



Manchester Jewish Museum 
Heritage Trail 

Tickets: £3.00, concessions £150, family 
£9.00. (includes admission to museum) 

Sunday, 2.00pm -S.OOpm, 2nd April 

Sunday, 2.00pm -S.OOpm, 30th April 
Sunday, 2.00pm -S.OOpm, 21st May 
Sunday, 2.00pm -S.OOpm, 18th June 

THE DUTCH WARS - 1652-74 
Poll Tax Returns survive for the Altrin
cham district dated 25th February, 1 666. 
The return for Timperley actually states 
that the money was raised by a poll tax 
'For the maintenance of the present 
Warre'. The lists show exactly who paid 
and how much they paid for themselves, 
their family and often for apprentices and 
servants. 

The wars referred to above must have 
been the Anglo-Dutch Wars. At that time 
the English and the Dutch were fierce . 
commercial rivals, so intense that there 
were three successive wars. . 

The first war began in 1652 and lasted 

Ron Higginbottom 
until 1654. A decade later hostilities broke 
out again and lasted for three years to 
1 667. The third outbreak began in 1 672 
and continued for two years. 

There were various reasons for these 
conflicts. For example, England had col
onies in Virginia and New England, so the 
founding of a Dutch Colony between 
them on the River Hudson was viewed . 
with alarm. Interestingly, this later b� 
came the English colony of New York, 
named after the Duke of York. Other 
points of conflict, included fishing rights, 
the English practice of boarding neutral 
vessels, and restricting the carrying of 

goods to English ships, 
the expectation that 
Dutch ships should 
lower their ensign in sa-

,.,.---- --- _ ___ _ ___ _ .. � lute and the African 
�. - --=-'-� - - Slave Trade . _-C::=. � - ... ....;.� 

Both the English and 
--"---===... � - ....::::.= the Dutch had their suc

cesses and their defeats. 
The Dutch still remember 
with some justifiable 
pride the names of Ad
mirals Tromp and De 

�111111���i���I��ii���� 
Ruyter. The English, for �- their part, had cause to 

� be grateful to Admiral 
Blake. 

The Dutch inflicted a 
A Dutch flagship (based on a painting in the National Maritime 
Museum, Greenwich). 
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most humiliating defeat 
in 1 667 when they sailed 



up the Thames and the Medway, burning 
the English Fleet. Even worse, they cap
tured the English flagship, The Royal 
Charles, taking it back to the Netherlands, 
where it was sold by public auction! 

This embarrassment led Charles II to 
declare war for the third time. The final 
conflict lasted until 1674 and proved to be 
inconclusive. After such humiliations it 
was small wonder that Samuel Pepys 
wrote in his diaries that people reflected 
on the time of Oliver Cromwell when Eng
land was treated with greater respect by 
foreign powers. Pepys wrote: 'It is a mir
acle what way a man could devise to lose 
so much in so little [time].' 

England and Holland eventually settled 
their differences when they realised that 
France was becoming an even greater 
threat to both than they were to each 
other. 

Charles II was blamed for 'running 
down' the navy and consequently Eng
land's defeats. It has been said that in the 
longer term the disaster on the River Med
way may well have contributed to the fall 
of the House of Stuart. 

Sources 
Cheshire County Record Office. 
The Pen and the Sword. Book 6 - Milestones of 
History. 

A T AMESIDE MAN IN THE ISLE OF MAN 

Members who went to the Ashton-under
Lyne Canal basin on a trip organised by 
Mr and Mrs Higginbottom will remember 
visiting St. Lawrence's Church at Denton 
where Colonel Duckenfield was buried. 
Colonel Robert Duckenfield of Ducken
field Hall near Stockport was a Puritan in 
Civil War times. He was involved in de
fending Manchester in the early part of the 
wars and the first to raise an army in Che
shire for the Commonwealth, but his pro
wess at leadership at first was not well re
garded. In fact in 1642 John Bretland said 
that Colonel Duckenfield was 'but a boy' 
and he 'advised (wondered) that the Par
liament should employ such'. 

Though Duckenfield rose to a position 
of military responsibility, there were still 
criticisms. William Marbury wrote to Sir 
William Brereton, the commander of Par
liament's forces in Cheshire, on 13th 
March 1 645 in respect of Colonel Ducken
field and Colonel Leigh, "If all the Colo-
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Hi/da Bayliss 
nels' coys (companies) are not called up 
no -<:ountryman will appear because of the 
evil examples of Colonel Duckenfield's 
men who returned with their colour and 
Colonel Leigh's men who lie still and will 
not stir, the great retarding of our design" 
- they would not leave the Knutsford
Northwich area. The Sequestrators of 
Bucklow Hundred (who mustered the 
troops) were able to get only a few men to 
report to Crabtree Green (where the men 
assembled) because Duckenfield's men 
and Colonel Leigh's men refused to go 
back to Chester. Both colonels' officers 
and men were owed a lot of back pay and 
would not be able to support themselves 
in lodging and food, the normal proce
dure at the time. Duckenfield, in a letter to 
Brereton, complained that money had 
been paid to Captain Booth's regiment 
and said his officers and men were very 
aggrieved because "that company under 
Capt. Booth deserve least pay of all the 



rest by much". 
Whilst on holiday visiting Castle 

Rushen at Castletown, the ancient capital 
of the Isle of Man, it was intriguing to read 
of one of Duckenfield's successful 
exploits, albeit, according to a Manx view, 
aided by the treachery of a local 
Manxman. The Isle of man formed part of 
the Viking Kingdom of Mann but was lost 
to Robert the Bruce in 1313. Sir John 
Stanley helped Henry IV in his Scottish 
campaign in 1405 and in return was 
created King of Mann provided that two 
falcons were presented at the coronation 
of the monarch. Sir John refused to 
become king but accepted the title Lord of 
Mann. His grandson, Thomas, deserted 
Richard III at the battle of Bosworth in 
1485 and though not actively supporting 
Henry VII in battle aided him to gain the 
throne. For his assistance he was ennobled 
Earl of Derby, the name chosen from an 
estate in west Lancashire brought to the 
family by marriage. 

On the outbreak of the Civil War James 
Stanley, the seventh earl of Derby and 
staunch Royalist joined his sovereign 
Charles I. His plans to rally the people of 
Lancashire and Cheshire were rejected by 
the king because it was said that the king 
was jealous of Stanley's power and royal 
lineage and commanded his presence at 
Nottingham. 111e Earl's attempts to over
throw the Parliamentarians between July 
1642 and April 1643 resulted in failure. He 
had some success early in 1644 when he 
relieved Latham House where his wife 
Charlotte de la Tremoille had been hold
ing out against Parliamentary forces for 
nearly a year. After Prince Rupert's defeat 
at Marston Moor on 2nd July 1644, he re
turned to Castle Rushen in the Isle of Man 
where he lived in some splendour. 

After Charles I's death on 30th January, 
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1 649, England was proclaimed a Com
monwealth and later that year the Council 
of Commonwealth demanded the surren
der of Castle Rushen, Stanley became so 
incensed he sent a message to Council sa
ying that any further demand would be 
burnt and the messenger killed. 

When Prince Charles Oater Charles II) 
invaded England in 1651 he hoped that 
many Royalists would support his claim 
to the throne but few did as most men 
were tired of the fighting. His plea was 
answered by James Stanley who left the 
Isle of Man with 300 Manxmen to support 
the Royalist cause. The Royalist army was, 
however, defeated at Wigan and James 
Stanley was severely wounded and only 
escaped with difficulty. He recovered suf
ficiently to fight on Charles's side at Wor
cester but the Royalist army scattered and 
Charles fled. James Stanley returned 
northwards alone but was captured south 
of Nantwich and taken to Chester where 
Colonel Duckenfield was governor and a 
member of the court martial which con
demned Stanley to death. Before this 
could take place Stanley escaped but was 
recaptured and executed at Bolton on 15th 
October, 1651. 

Ten days later forty-four ships belong
ing to the Commonwealth anchored at 
Ramsay, a port in the north of the Isle of 
Man. 111ey had three regiments of foot 
and two regiments of horse under the 
command of Colonel Duckenfield. His or
ders were to take Castle Rushen and so 
take over the Isle of Man for the Council of 
Commonwealth, now that James Stanley, 
Earl of Derby, was dead. The castle had 
been defended in the absence of her hus
band, by Charlotte, the countess of Derby. 
Duckenfield liaised with William Chris
tian, a Manxman, who encouraged the re
tainers at Castle Rushen to betray the 



Countess. Colonel Duckenfield's demand 
for the surrender of the castle was the first 
intimation that James Stanley's widow 
had of her husband's demise. Despite 
being in mourning she planned to defy the 
demand but was not able to hold the castle 
against an army which had smashed 
every other army, English, Irish and Scots 
in the British Isles. She surrendered to 
Duckenfield but holds the honour of being 
the last person in the three kingdoms to 
submit to the Commonwealth. Charlotte 
and her household were granted their lib
erty to return to England. 

Acknowledgement 
I am very grateful to Mr. Dore for sup
plying a great deal of detail. 
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THE DENTON CHURCHYARD MASONIC 

GRAVESTONE 

Earlier this year a party from the Altrin
cham History Society was returning from 
a visit to the Canal Basin at Ashton-under
Lyne. At the suggestion of the party or
ganiser, a stop was made at Denton Parish 
Church to learn about Colonel Robert 
Duckenfield, who had played a significant 
part in the Civil War in Cheshire and who 
was commemorated in this churchyard. 
The parish church itself is a striking black 
and white timbered structure which has 
its own fascination and many interesting 
wall plaques, written in Latin. 

It was during an examination of the ex
terior of the building that four of the party 
came across the gravestone illustrated on 
p.9, which formed part of the path leading 
up to the main church entrance. It was so 
well cut that, despite its being some 150 
years old and obviously much walked on, 
it still provided clear information for the 
passer-by. What was manifest was that 

8 

by the Revd. N.B. Cryer, M.A. 
this was a Masonic gravestone, commem
orating a military member of the Frater
nity and his family. 

Contrary to some present public per
ceptions, the prevalence of gravestones 
carrying Masonic inscriptions is wide
spread and particularly between 1700 and 
1850. To be a church member and a Free
mason was clearly no problem and hence 
the declaration of a man's allegiance to the 
Craft on the stone that marked his last 
resting place was in no way regarded as 
unusual. What is striking about this par
ticular gravestone is the comparative rich
ness of its symbolism and the evidence 
that it provides to complement the images 
displayed. Perhaps more interest was 
generated in this particular item because 
one of the party was a Masonic historian 
and could explain the various features. 

The stone principally commemorates 
the life of Samuel Bromley who was lat-
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terly the A1 Company Sergeant in the 2nd 
Battalion of the Royal Artillery. This rank 
in itself suggests that he was a career sol
dier and considering that between 1782 
and 1830 we know that the first four batta
lions of the Royal Artillery served in Ca
nada, North America, Gibraltar, India and 
Ireland, it is not surprising that this sol
dier's first wife lost her first child at three 
weeks and herself apparently died in a 
second attempt at motherhood nine 
months later. If this was whilst she was 
following her husband on active service 
the provisions for nursing at that date 
would not have been what would be ex
pected today. The sergeant's marriage to 
an Am1agh girl would also fit in with his 
unit's sojourn in the Emerald Isle. 

From a Masonic point of view we know 
that by 1813 there were twenty-eight 
Lodges attached to the various units of the 
Royal Artillery. In 1782 Lodge No. 213 of 
the 4th Battalion was in New York and in 
1792 there was a Royal Artillery Lodge in 
Gibraltar. 

It is likely that the extensive range of 
Royal Artillery lodges was largely due to 
the influence of a Thomas Oesaguliers, 
who was their Lieutenant-General in 1777, 
who was himself the son of a Grand Mas
ter of the Grand Lodge of England, the 
Revd. Or T. Oesaguliers who married a 
lady from a notable family in Padiham, 
Lancashire. 

In Royal Artillery Freemasonry during 
the eighteenth century there were two 
Grand Lodges in England which went by 
the title of the 'Antients' (sic) and the 
'Modems'. The protagonists of the former 
Grand Lodge accused the members of the 
latter of having discarded essential prac
tices in the ceremonies of Freemasonry 
and thus forfeited their right to belong to 
what were the 'truly ancient' traditions of 
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the Craft. The Royal Artillery Lodges were 
unswerving in their allegiance to 'Antients 
Grand Lodge' and its ways. This is fully 
borne out by the symbolism on the grave
stone. 

Turning to the features on the stone, we 
begin with the border. Notice that this is 
of three lines which also relate to the three 
steps that can be seen at the foot of the 
gravestone between the two pillars. This is 
the major symbolic number of the Craft as 
it takes three steps to reach the position of 
Master Mason. It also relates to the three 
dominical guides: 

'Seek and ye shall find, 
Ask and ye shall receive, 
Knock and it shall be opened unto you.' 

At the corners of the border are the 
tassels. It is a tradition of Masons that 
every space has to be marked for building 
and this is done by tying cords or tapes 
from markers at the corners of the space 
required. The tassels are the ends of the 
tapes when secured to the markers. In 
many Masonic buildings these tassels are 
still found on the corners of the lodge car
pets or in the corners of the ceiling above. 
They mark the extent of the lodge the Ma
sons belong to. Here the dimensions of a 
Masonic gravestone are similarly marked. 

The position of the two squares and 
compasses tell us that Samuel Bromley 
was a Fellow of the Craft and two rosettes 
confirm this fact. As a Fellow the apron he 
wore would, after 1813, have borne two 
rosettes. As an Antient Freemason, how
ever, we would expect other signs of his 
involvement and this is provided by the 
wording around the sign and crossbones 
that show Samuel to have reached the 
status of Master Mason, since that degree 
requires him to understand the awfulness 
of death and the joy of life recovered. The 
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wording around the triangle, itself a sym
bol of the Deity, would be such as was 
used in the ceremonies that Samuel would 
have experienced. Below the words 
'Memento Mori' is a rough but recogniz
able winged cherub signifying God's con-
stant care and protection. 

. 

The four symbols - two in square and 
two in domed outlines - are not Masonic 
but military and show in the upper ones 
two kinds of field gun, whilst the items 
below are surely cannon balls or other am
munition. 

At the foot of the gravestone we see the 
n,ost frequent of all Masonic symbols, the 
sun, the moon, the seven stars and the two 
pillars. The first three of these refer to the 
title given to God in the seventeenth cen
tury of 'Great Architect of the Universe' 
and this title is till used by Masons in their 
ceremonies. They also refer to the words 
in Genesis chapter 1 where God said, 'Let 
there be light and there was light'. Tpis 
was the first sentence which headed all 
Antient certificates given to members to 
show that they were bona fide Craftsmen. 
The pillars are of great significance, They 
represent the two pillars that the Bible 
says were erected at the entrance to the 
Holy Place in the Temple of Solomon. The 
steps between them implying that a 

Mason enters in this way. To this day in 
some places near Denton the new candi
date has to pass two pillars to enter the 
Fraternity. 

There is, however, one more set of sym
bols which we have not described or ex
plained and these are the sword, the tro
wel, the arch, the wings, the G and the 
shroud ed stone. All of these combine to 
tell us that this Brother was also a member 
of another Masonic group called 'Royal 
Arch Masons'. The Antients believed that 
this step was the most important one for 
all Masons to take, a belief that was not 
shared by most of the Modems. The Royal 
Arch ceremony centred on the Bible rec
ord of how the Jews returned from Baby
Ion with sword in one hand and trowel in . 
another and discovered an ancient arch 
that covered God's revelation of his Name 
as Lord. Part of that revelation was the 
discovery of the Ark of the Covenant 
covered by two Cherubin with wings 
crossed. For the Christian Mason of those 
days the ultimate Lord was he who left an 
empty stone with a shroud across it. 

These well-preserved carvings on a slab 
of stone in a small churchyard tell us 
much about Freemasonry in the eight
eenth and nineteenth centuries. 

STRAY THOUGHTS 

On reading Frank Bamford's book, Man
sions and Men of Dunham Massey, his 
simple observation that the line of oak 
trees in the Garden of Remembrance at St. 
Margaret's, Dunham, had once bordered 
the old Turf Lane, a continuation of Gor
sey Lane, struck me as a good example of 
evidence, there for all to see, but which 
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Chris Hill 
needs either a flash of insight, or an ex
perienced person, to interpret the clues 
and come to the right conclusion. In this 
case, an old map found in the St. Mar
garet's Church papers at Cheshire Record 
Office, showed the seventh Earl of Stam
ford's proposed layout for a new develop
ment; "a millionaires' estate", and indi-



cated the route of Turf Lane. How often 
have people been in the Rest Garden with
out wondering at the alignment of this 
row of trees. The trees would have been 
more evident when this was an open field 
and in the days when I cycled past, to and 
from school, but I never thought of a road 
running through there, although I might 
have thought it indicated an old division 
between two fields. 

No doubt much else still remains in the 
landscape which gives similar clues to the 
past, but they are often subtle and need 
background knowledge before their signi
ficance becomes obvious. Sometimes cer
tain features may stick in one's mind be
cause they seem slightly unusual, but if it 
is an isolated clue, its meaning may elude 
the observer. For example, whenever I 
pass Hooley Hill at Dunham Woodhouse
s, its shape gives me cause to speculate on 
whether it is just a geological, or a man
made, feature, even though I know tnat 
when a gas main was laid through it, no 
evidence was found to suggest it was 
other than naturally created. Other fea
tures which might excite one's curiosity 
could be the shape of a road, fields of cer
tain shapes or sizes, unusual names for 
fields, roads, or streams; a patch in a field 
where stunted crops or different weeds in
dicate the drainage is poor, a clump or line 
of trees of a certain variety, for example, 
holly, black poplars, yews, willows, now 
neglected, but originally landscaped rows 
of trees. Think, for instance, of a place you 
know well, but which has recently been · 
developed, and then notice what clues re
main of its former condition. The follow
ing are a couple of examples which have 
caused me to ponder. 

T.A Coward in his book, Picturesque 
Cheshire, mentions that the old Roman 
road can be found crossing one of the 
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"walks" in Dunham Park, "where, after 
rain, water always lies". An authority on 
Roman antiquities believes that beneath 
this spot would be found the old pave
ment, for the ground elsewhere is sandy", 
whereas Watling Street was known to be 
"well gravelled". I assume this to be in the 
New, or Second, Park, but can't say that I 
have ever noticed any obvious signs of it 
My father, an acquaintance of Coward's, 
both being committee members of the AI
trincham Natural History and Literary S0-
ciety, used to comment that the entrance 
to the Park, nearest to St Margaret's 
church, always stayed muddy after rain 
because the foundations of the Roman 
road prevented good drainage. It would 
be interesting to know if Coward based 
his comment on personal observation, or 
an earlier literary reference. The Roman 
road crossed what would have been 
marshy land, from Davenport Lane in 
Broadheath, to run close to the "Linotype 
Path" from Normans Road, to Two Gates. 
From here it seems to be generally be
lieved to have turned up Gorsey Lane and 
Highgate Road to meet the present main 
road, turning abruptly to follow the exist
ing route and fording the Bollin at New
bridge Hollow. (Coward mentions a sun
ken ditch adjacent to the modem road, as 
the actual route of the old Roman road.) I 
know that Roman roads did not always 
run in straight lines and that changes in 
direction are not uncommon, but I should 
be pleased to hear of any good reason, 
military or otherwise, why the old road 
should climb the steepest part of the es
carpment, to the highest point in this area 
and then straightway turn at right angles 
and run downhill again towards Chester. 
It seems much more likely to me, that the 
road from Two Gates, having crossed 
marshy ground, would then have taken 
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the much more gradual gradient by cross
ing the steep slope at an angle towards 
Bonville Road, cutting through the New 
Park and across Charcoal Lane to cross the 
Bollin in the vicinity of Newbridge Hol
low, then continuing on without a bend to 
merge with the present route of the A56. 
When the old Kirkman's dairy farm, op
posite Two Gates, was knocked down and 
the foundations cleared, no sign of the 
road was noticed, although only 200 yards 
away, or less, and only a few yards on the 
Old field Road side of the modern path, 
the history master with a group of pupils 
from North Cestrian Grammar School, 
dug for and found the Roman road foun
dations. More recently, within the last five 
years, excavations up Gorsey Lane for re
laying a sewer, did not reveal anything of 
a buried road . Several more recent land
scape features give hints of such a route 
across to Bonville. Such a route would also 
have provided easy access to any nearby 
settlement which might have existed at 
Dunham Massey. 

Bearing in mind th�t field boundaries 
and footpaths have lingered for centuries, 
the Ordnance Survey map of 1907/8 
shows the fields behind Two Gates and 
Orchard House (formerly Rokeby) to have 
a shape with one boundary at an angle, 
roughly towards the bottom of Dorset 
Road (several trees which marked the 
slanting boundary between two fields 
here, still stand). A footpath also continues 
at a similar angle behind what used to be 
known as Robinson's Cottage (Woodlands 
Cottage) at the bottom of Dorset Road 
(previously its entrance was in Harrington 
Road), to part way up Bonville; the only 
reminder of it, possibly being a narrow, 
arched, garden-path entrance. A problem 
here is that the land consists of deep sand 
so that no evidence is likely to have 
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remained of road structure. At the other 
end of this supposed ancient track. I 
believe that STAG found what could have 
been the buried surface of the road in the 
bank of the BoUin, near Newbridge 
Hollow, several hundred yards west from 
the bridge. A raised ridge runs south from 
the river where the siting of the road's 
foundation was made in the river bank. 
The continuation as this route would 
converge with the original A56 road near 
the Nag's Head. A farm track at Home 
Farm nearby, running towards Charcoal 
Road is also intriguing, but how old it is, I 
have not inquired to find out. The only 
other bit of information, remotely 
connected with this topic, is that the 
farmer behind the Axe and Cleaver, down 
Cow Lane (another interesting road) 
reckons that in the fields nearest to the 
New Park, now occupied by the Golf 
Course, the plough used to expose patches 
of kidney-shaped stones which might 
have been used in road building, 
however, these fields are somewhat off 
my proposed route for the old road. It is 
possible that the stones were part of a 
more recent track; maybe one linking a 
driveway in the Old Park, through the 
New Park, to Greenwalk. (Incidentally, 
the mosaic pavement of a Roman villa is 
said to have been Sighted several times, a 
hundred yards south of Normans Road, 
both during the war when a bomb crater 
exposed a mosaic, and more recently 
when new houses were being built. More 
information on these sightings would be 
of great interest to the local history 
community.) 

Whilst investigating a parish footpath 
from Ashton Woodhouses to St. Mary's 
Church, Bowdon, a small section caused 
me to wonder whether a certain field 
boundary might not be due to this old 



track. In the mid-seventeenth hundreds, 
the path was cut by the Bridgewater 
Canal, its route being diverted to the near
est bridge, Seamons Moss Bridge. At the 
time of writing, a signpost at a turning in 
Dairyhouse Lane nearest to the old rail
way track, still points to the "Canal", but 
access is only possible as far as Atlantic 
Street and this is soon to go as a new link 
road will use this route; an industrial es
tate has been built on the remainder of the 
path to the canal. However, where the old 
path ran and came out at the canal by 
"German's Cottage", the south side of the 
canal near the bridge consists of a triangu
lar wedge of land, until a few years ago, 
used as a small-holding, which was bor
dered by the canal, the road and what is 
now an estate of new houses, but which 
was previously a field belonging to Col
lin's farm, next to the Bay Malton public 
house. My impression is that the old foot
path would have run alongside the field 
onto Seamon's Road before the canal was 
built, then split to run either to Cow Lane, 
or to Bowdon Church. Until the industrial 
estate was built, which is only a few years 
ago, several people I know used the whole 
of this portion of the parish footpath and I 
consider it a pity that it was not retained -
easy enough to do. Roadways have now 
been built to serve the various industrial 
units, but with access to the canal fenced 
off. I was not impressed by the attitude of 
the Peak and Northern Footpath Society 
towards this historic path. Its use was 
allowed to be transferred to a so-called 
nearby path running alongside a field 
known locally as "The Donkey Ponds 
Field", running between the canal tow
path and what was the end of Atlantic 
Street. 
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After passing the canal, the parish foot
path would have gone up School Lane 
(Walton Road), crossing Oldfield Road 
onto the cobbled section of Harrington 
Road. It would then have swung back 
round "Robinson's Cottage", to come out 
above Oak Tree Farm, which stood where 
the bottom of Bonville Road is now, to 
continue along the present line of that 
road. On crossing the narrow neck of the 
New Park, it followed the path by the side 
of Denzell and so on to Bowdon Church. 

An example of putting one's own 
knowledge to use in explaining the reason 
for things noticed occurred the other day. I 
was on a cycle ride along the Bridgewater 
Canal at Dunham, when at the "Under
ground Bridge" at Dunham Meadows on 
the road from Dunham Woodhouses, I no
ticed consciously for the first time, a stone 
pillar about 4 feet high, set into the edg
ing-stones on the other side of the canal 
from the tow-path. It occurred to me that 
this must have been used as a mooring
post by barges sent by the Duke of Bridge
water, carrying free supplies of coal for 
the Hall, as a "thank you" to Lord Stam
ford, in recognition for his support in pro
moting the Duke's canal and allowing it to 
pass through his Lordship's land. There 
may be another explanation, but using the 
background knowledge gained by an in
terest in local history, I feel confident that 
my conclusion is reasonably correct. Also 
on this stretch, the people from the Hall 
used to go bathing (this was while the 
canal was new and before it became pol
luted by motorised barges), and a building 
was provided for their use; however, re
mains of such a structure do not seem to 
have survived. 



BOOK REVIEWS 
Historic Culcheth: The Story of a VI/
lage by Rosemary Keery 
HISCUL Publications, clo Wigan 
Heritage Service, Market Suite, The 
Galleries, Wig an WN1 1 PX. 
25cm, paperback, viipp, 1 46pp, £6.50. 
ISBN 0 9520921 0 7. 
The book contains a wealth of historical 
information about the area and the early 
history of the village from the Bronze Age 
to the Nomlan Conquest. Details are given 
of the leading families and the part they 
played in national events such as the 
Battle of Agincourt and the Civil War. The 
relationship between Colonel Blood and 
Maria Holcroft was an interesting one. 

The book goes on to give the history of 
the churches, local administration, local 
education, an explanation of the Cu1cheth 
coat of arms, tithes, and local transport 
down the ages, There are copies of 0.5. 
maps at the end of the book, together with 
the references. 

Perhaps the foreword gives a clue to the 
reason why this outsider found the book 
hard to get into. 'Historic Culcheth will be 
of interest to those who have lived in Cul
cheth all their lives, ... to thDse who came 
thirty years ago ... and to those who have 
newly arrived: 

There seems, to this reviewer at least, to 
be a certain amount of repetition, for 
example, Maria Ho1croft's marriage to 
Captain Blood is mentioned on p.17 and 
then dealt with in detail in Chapter 5. 
There are other examples. 

Perhaps a map showing where Cul
cheth is situated in relation to surround
ing towns would help the general reader, 
i.e. to move from the general to the par
ticular. 

When so much hard work has gone into 
a book such as this, it seems churlish to 
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make such remarks. I'm sure that to  the 
local reader, who knows the village, it will 
be of great interest. 

Ron Higginbottom 

Bowdon Hall and Its People by Mar
Jorle Cox, Peter Kemp and Ronald 
Trenbath. 
Bowdon History SOCiety, clo 
Publications Officer, Bow Lodge, 
Bowgreen Road, Bowdon, Altrincham, 
Cheshire. Also available from the 
bookstall at Altrincham History Society 
meetings. 
24cm, paperback, vipp, 1 25pp, 26 
iIIustrations, 4 maps, £9.90 (£7.50 to 
members of History Societies). ISBN 0 
951 21 76 1 5. 
The authors of this book deserve congra
tulations for bringing the name of Bow
don into the front line of the history of 
Cheshire. This has been done by identif
ying the antiquity of a hall, previously un
known to many people, and then indicat
ing the important role of the families who 
lived in it, in both local and national his
tory. It avoids the tunnel-vision of many 
local history publications which focus too 
narrowly on their subject-matter and fail 
to indicate the role of national affairs on a 
subject and of the subject's role in national 
affairs. It is an authoritative work, ex
tremely wel1-researched from both local 
and national sources. The story of the de
velopment of the hal1 and the people who 
occupied it is divided into three parts, an 
early period to about 1700, a later period 
from 1700 to the present and a study of the 
hal1 and grounds. It is a remarkable story 
of a hal1 owned by only four families 
(though with many tenants over time), the 
Bowdons to the seventeenth century, the 
Booths of Dunham Massey in the eight
eenth century, the Edwards in the nine-



teenth and the Bakirgian/Lee family 
today. 

Bowdon consisted of two sub-manors 
in Anglo-Saxons times, one being held by . 
the Church. The other was further divided 
after the Conquest One of these subdivi
sions was non-manorial, based on a mili
tary fief and on it a hall was built. The 
original Anglo-Norman family in the hall 
possibly began as one of the many bran
ches of the Massey family but the name 
Bowdon was later adopted. The first 
owners and occupiers, the Bowdons 
climbed the social scale but their import
ance eventually declined, perhaps due to 
the waywardness of one member, and 
they left in the seventeenth century. The 
next owners were the Booths, and ste
wards of Dunham tenanted Bowdon Hall. 
The hall appears to have continued as a 
residence for officials concerned with the 
administrations of the Dunham estate. 
There were involvements at the highest 
national level; for example, John Edmonds 
of Bowdon gave evidence in London in 
1686 when his master Henry Booth of 
Dunham was accused in front of Judge J ef
freys of having aided the ill-fated Mon
mouth in his rebellion. The claim is made 
here that Edmonds's evidence helped 
clear Henry. It is interesting that one of the 
Bowdons, Anne, married Colonel Henry 
Bradshawe of Marple, a notable Par
liamentarian. The complex histories of the 
later owners and residents, the Edwards 
of Anglesey and the present owners, the 
Bakirgians is also fascinating. 

The book is well-illustrated, not least in 
the section on the development of the 
architecture of the hall, where it is stated 
that though the present hall dates from the 
seventeenth century onwards, there are 
signs of an earlier bayed timber-framed 
building. 

After reading the book one feels one 
knows much of the inhabitants, including 
the present family who live there and who 
have supported the unearthing of infor
mation about the remarkable continuity of 
the site, both structurally and socially. 
Their enthusiasm and concern for the his
toric place they inhabit is very clear. The 
interweaving of the details of the families 
with the building and with local and ex
ternal affairs has been so skilfully eluci
dated by the authors that it should serve 
as a model for many other histories. 

The book is very pleasant to read, most 
interesting, fully annotated, referenced 
and indexed and has been beautifully pro
duced. It reveals an element of continuity 
in this part of north Cheshire, is highly 
recommended and should grace the book
shelves of anyone with an interest in Che
shire history. 

Don 8ay/iss 
Mr Grass the Gamekeeperby Davld 
S.D. Jones 
David S.D. Jones, 4 Sandhills Lane, 
Barnt Green, Birmingham B45 SNX. 
29cm, paperback, 7Spp, £7.50. No ISBN. 
In 1750, two French-born brothers of Ger
man extraction arrived at the Suffolk town 
of Brandon; they were members of the old 
German family Grass and fleeing religious 
persecution at the time, found themselves 
jobs as warreners. The result is that today 
the majority of Grasses in the country are 
d escended from them. Many of the sub
sequent descendants followed in the pro
fession of gamekeepers and at 1900, of 
some 17,000 men so employed, over 100 
Grasses were gamekeepers and a substan
tial number were Head Gamekeepers oc
cupying that position in most of the more 
important estates. Mr Jones, who is related 
to the family, has, through a labour of 
love, collected an amazing amount of in-



formation about the various branches of 
the Grass family and opens up to the local 
historian, a fascinating world which we 
rarely, if ever, get a glimpse of otherwise. 
Most gamekeepers were poorly paid, but, 
nevertheless, managed a passable living 
and where they were Head Keepers, they 
were often the principal agent for and had 
the confidence of the estate owner. A sur
prising number were named George, as 
was Lord Stamford's in the 40s and 50s. 
Many will have known the local 'Grassy' 
(see Altrincham History Society Journal 
No.6, November 1993). I found that once I 
had started reading, it was hard to put the 
book down until I had finished and I can 
strongly recommend this account to any
one with even a casual interest in the 
countryside. 

Chris Hill 

Diary of Roger Lowe: of Ashton-In
Makerfleld, Lancashire 1663-78, In
cludlng a record of Burials at Wln
wick Church 1666-71 
Picks Publishing, 83 Greenfields 
Crescent, Ashton-in-Makerfield, Wigan 
WN4 8QY. 
22cm, paperback, 1 1  Opp, 1 map, £4.99. 
ISBN 0 951 6843 4 5. 
Roger Lowe lived in Ashton-in-Maker
field in south Lancashire, not far from 
Leigh, Warring ton and Wigan, and only a 
day's ride from the gr.owing centres of 
Manchester and Liverpool. It was there 
that he served a nine-year apprenticeship, 
keeping a small general store which sold 
everything from candles to scythe stones. 
Lowe reaped the rewards of its success, 
his master, TIlOmas Hamond, often re
warding him with a new coat or even a 
suit for his labour. 

However, the shop was not Lowe's 
only source of income: many of the vil
lagers of Ashton took advantage of his 

availability and willingness to help. One 
day he could be found assisting the local 
constables collect the poll tax (see Ron 
Higginbottom article on the Dutch wars 
on p.5 for the reason why poll taxes were 
imposed), the next accompanying John 
Potter to the dentist's and lending moral 
support while a tooth was pulled. When 
money was being gathered for the poor of 
London after the Great Fire, Lowe was one 
of those who solicited contributions. As a 
literate man, he also transcribed deeds and 
prepared wills and other legal papers. 
However, payment was seldom offered 
for these services: instead he was re
warded with either a drink at the alehouse 
or the promise of a future favour. Through 
these activities, Lowe gained a large circle 
of friends and acquaintances, ranging 
from labourers and farmers, innkeepers 
and shopkeepers to nonconformist minis
ters and parsons. 

Despite a carefree demeanour, many 
things weighed heavily on his mind. The 
shop was a constant source of worry and, 
during the week preceding a visit by his 
master, he would often not sleep. His love 
life also preyed on his mind: if he is to be 
believed (despite inevitable exaggeration) 
he was a somewhat amorous gentleman! 
However, he appears to have had only 
two affairs which touched him deeply and 
on which he elaborates. One was with 
Emm Potter, sister of his friend John, the 
other with ' Mary Naylor, sister of his 
friend Roger. His relationship with Anne 

. Barrow was another source of both plea
sure and concern in his life! 
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Despite his numerous sexual conquests, 
Lowe appears to have been an inherently 
religious man. However, during the reign 
of Charles Il, the only religious services 
not forbidden by law were those of the Es
tablished Church: as a nonconformist, the 



meetings he attended were all held in se
cret. He was also often called upon to de
liver the sermon in the minister's absence. 

While it is true that Lowe's Ashton had 
none of the countless diversions of Pepys' 
London, it is also true that Lowe and his 
friends found more than enough to enter
tain themselves. Weddings, christenings 
and even funerals were turned into occa
sions. No one in the village was more 
popular as a mourner. Usually he went of 
his own accord but was often specifically 
sent for. Indeed, Lowe's obsession with 
funerals is evident from his record of all \ 

the burials that took place at Winwick 
Church between 1666 and 1 671, many of 
which he attended. This final section of 
the diary is macabrely entertaining for it 
details the circumstances of many of the 
deaths! 

I would not hesitate in recommending 
this book, for while the everyday life of 
Ashton in the 1660s is of little relevance to 
Altrincham in the 1 990s, once the reader 
has become engrossed in the affairs of the 
villagers (and the reader will be), Lowe's 
entries become strangely compelling read
ing! 

Andrew Hardman 

Local History Societies News 
Please, if you belong to another history so
ciety as well the Altrincham History So
ciety, could you let the Editor have a copy 
of their meetings programme for 1995. . 

The Editor thanks Bowdon History, 
North West Gas Historical Society, and 
Ashton and Sale History Society for notice 
of their meetings. 

Ashton-on-Mersey and Sale History 
Society (ASHES) 
Meets at 7.30pm in the Claremont Centre, 
Claremont Road, Sale on the first Wednes
day of every month. 
1st March, North West Sound Archive 
5th April, Manchester Theatres 
3rd May, Manchester Buildings and 
Builders 
7th June, Country Customs -
5th July, It Could Only Happen Here, Bill 
Pilkington (ghostbuster) 

. 

2nd August, Open Meeting 
6th September, Old Flixton 

Bowdon History Society 
Meets at the Church Hall of the Bowdon 

Downs Upper Room Church (entered 
from Bowdon Road at the rear of the 
church), 8.00pm. Visitors 75p. The Secre
tary is Mrs Ann Redford, 5 Pinewood, 
Bowdon, Altrincham, Cheshire WA14 
3JQ. 
20th March, 1995, 'The Archives of the 
Duke of Westminster'. 

Lancashire Antiquarian Society 
Meets in various places on various days 
and at various times. 
Friday, 7th April, Dr John Roberton (1797-
1876): Manchester GP, Man-Midwife and 
Social Reformer, 6.45pm at the Friends 
Meeting House, Mount Street. 
Saturday, 6th May, Arley and Great Bud
worth, 10.00am Day Excursion. 
Tuesday, 13th June, Evening Visit to Fair
field Moravian Settlement, 7.30pm. 
Sunday, 16th July, Walk around Stock
port, 2.30pm-4.00pm. 

North West Gas Historical Society 
Meets at British Gas plc, Welman House, 
Altrincham, Cheshire at 7.30pm unless 



stated otherwise. 
9th March, mini-topic evening (at Bolton) 
1 2th April, Manchester Statues by Bill 
Ashton (at Stretford) 
1 1 th May, talk on crimes connected with 
gas 
June, annual visit out, details yet to be fi
nalised. 
(For details on these talks and their venues 
contact Diane Smith, clo I & C Sales, Brit-

ish Gas plc, Hind Street, Birkenhead lAl 
SDB.) 

Wilmslow Historical Society 
Meets at St. Bartholomew's Parish Hall, 
Chancel Lane, Wilsmlow, at 7.45pm on 
Wednesdays. 
1 2th April, 'The Medieval Forest of Mac
desfield' 
10th May, AGM 

LOCAL BOOKS 
Moors Above, tile Mills Below: Stalybridge 
Memories by Hilda Siddelley, Neil Richard
son. 3Ocm, paperback, 36pp, 45 illustrations, 
£2.75. ISBN 1 85216 093 4. 

At the Meeting of Valleys: Story of Pott SlIrig!ey 
and Its Church by Emily White, Pott Shrigley 
Parochial Church Council, The Vicarage, 
Spuley Lane, Pott Shrigley, Macclesfield 
SKI0 5RS. 21cm, paperback, 14pp, 7 illustra
tions, £1 .00. ISBN 0 9523839 0 X. 

Old Chapel and tile Unitarian Story by Oavid C. 
Ooel, Lindsey Press: O. Ooel, 8 Old Road, 
Oukinfield SK26 4EN. 21cm, paperback, 
120pp, 5 illustrations, £4.00. ISBN 0 85319 049 
6. 

Lnncashire Aero Club: Three Score Years and Ten 
by Peter Maher, Lancashire Aero Club, Bar
ton Aerodrome, Eccles, Manchester M30 
7SA. 29cm, paperback, xpp, 9Opp, 60 illustra
tions, 3 maps, £5.99. ISBN 0 9524099 0 9. 

Strange Story of the Bootle Corporation Fraudu
lellt BOlllls by Frederick W. Lacey, Sefton 
Council Leisure Services Department (li
braries), Pavilion Buildings, 99-105 Lord 
Street, Southport PR8 1RH. 21cm, paperback, 
32pp, 19 illustrations, £3.45. ISBN 1 87451 6 02 
2. 

Ellesmere Port by Pat O'Brien. 24cm, paper
back, 128pp, 200 illustrations, Old Photo-
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graph Series, £7.99. ISBN 0 7524 0023 1 .  
Around Cheadle by George Short. 24cm, 
paperback, 128pp, 200 illustrations, Old 
Photograph Series, £7.99. ISBN 0 7524 0022 3. 
Crewe by Brian Edge. 24cm, paperback, 
128pp, 200 illustrations, Old Photographs 
Series, £7.99. ISBN 0 7524 0052 5. 
Warrington by Janice Hayes. 24cm, paper
b�ck, 128pp, 200 illustrations, Old Photo
graphs Series, £7.99. ISBN 0 7524 0040 1 .

. 
All published by Alan Sutton, 10-12 River

side Court, Lower Bristol Road, Bath BA2 
30Z. 

Roman Chester: Milp, Tours, Remains by Tony 
Bowerman, Wordplay Publications, 70 Gar
den Lane, Chester CHI 4EY. 3Ocm, paper
back, 4pp, 24 illustrations by Alan Lumsden, 
Complete Guides, £1 .25. ISBN 0 9519636 1 9. 

More Tales of Manchester Jewry by Monty Dob
kin, Neil Richard son. 30cm, paperback, 52pp, 
52 illustrations, 4 maps, £3.50. ISBN 1 85216 
094 2. 

. 

Apprentice House Garden at Quarry Bank Mill, 
Styal by Pat Brittan, Quarry Bank Mill Trust, 
Styal, Wilmslow SK9 4LA. 21cm, paperback, 
18pp, 1 4  illustrations, £1 .20. ISBN 0 946414 12 
2.  

Esther Price: Life Story of an Apprentice at 
Quarry Bank Mill by Keith Robinson, Quarry 



Bank Mill Trust, Styal, Wilmslow SK9 4LA. 
21cm, paperback, 14pp, 10 illustrations, 
£1.25. ISBN 0 946414 09 2. 

Ordnance Survey Maps of Lancashire Fallow
field. 22cm, folded paperback, facsimile of 
1904 edition, £1 .75. ISBN 0 85054 686 9. 
Old Ordnance Survey Maps of Cheshire. Crewe. 
22cm, folded paperback. facsimile of 1908 
edition, £1 .75. ISBN 0 85054 689 3. 
Old Ordnance Survey Maps of Cheshire. Crewe 
(East). 22cm, folded paperback, facsimile of 
1908 edition, £1 .75. ISBN 0 85054 687 7. 
Old Ordnance Survey Maps of Lancashire. Whal
ley Range. 22cm, folded paperback, facsimile 
of 1905 edition, £1.75. ISBN 0 85054 690 7. 

All published by Alan Godfrey Maps, 12 
The Off Quay Building, Foundry Lane, New
castle NE6 1 LH. 

Lancashire's Historic Halls by David Brazen
dale, Carnegie Publishing. 22cm, paperback, 
272pp, 50 illustrations, £11 .95. ISBN 1 85936 
004 1 .  

St. Werburgh of Chester by Henry Chad wick, 
Chester Cathedral Shop, 12 Abbey Square, 
Chester CHI 2HU. 21cm, paperback. 8pp, 8 
illustrations (7 in colour), £1,35. ISBN 0 
9522434 0 7. 

From Flints to Flowerpots: Current Research in 
the Dee-Mersey Region - Papers from a Seminar 
Held at Chester, February 1994 edited by Peter 
Cqrrington, Chester City Council, Depart
ment of Leisure Services: Grosvenor Mu
seum, 27 Grosvenor Street, Chester CHI 
2DD. 3Ocm, paperback, vipp, 89pp, 12 illus
trations, Archaeological Service Occasional 
Paper, No.2, £5.95. ISBN 1 872587 04 6. 

Great Leaguer of Chester by Stephen Pickstock. 
23cm, paperback. 4Opp, illustrations, maps, 
£3.70. ISBN 1 898621 00 4. 
Sequestration Papers of Thomas Pigott of 
Chehuynd edited by W.G.D. Fletcher. 23cm, 
paperback, 36pp, 7 illustrations, new edition, 
£3.00. ISBN 1 898621 02 o. 
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My Fire10cks Use Not to Parley: Hawarden 
Castle in the English Civil War by Peter Francis 
Wemyss. 23cm, paperback, 36pp, illustra
tions, maps, £3.70. ISBN 1 898621 01 2. 

All published by Jacobus Publications, 
Clarinor Manor, Middle Scafell, Middle 
Road, Newtown SY16 3HQ. 

Policeman's Notebook: The 1914 Notebook of 
Thomas Smethurst, a Cheshire Policeman edited 
by Dawn Robinson-Walsh, Aurora Publish
ing. 22cm, paperback. 72pp, 5 illustrations, 
£4.99. ISBN 1 85926 051 9. 

Behold We Live ... : St Mary's Congleton, 1821-
1993 by Kevin Byrne, Old Vicarage Publica
tions (no address given). 21cm, paperback, 
56pp, £3.50. ISBN 0 947818 85 5. 

History of Bolton by James Scholes and Wil
liam Pimblett, edited by Peter Riley, P. and 
D. Riley, 12 Bridgeway East, Windmill Hill, 
Runcorn WA7 6LD. 21cm, paperback, 136pp, 
12 illustrations, new edition, £4.95. ISBN 1 
874712 14 X. 

North West Wetlands Survey Annual Report, 
1994 edited R. Middleton and R. Newman, 
North West Wetlands Survey, Storey In
stitute, Meeting House Lane, Lancaster LAl 
1 TH. 3Ocm, paperback, 10 illustrations, £5.00. 
ISBN 0 901800 59 7. 

Cheshire Neighbourhood: A Pictorial History by 
Joseph T. Robinson (self-publisher), 6 Mere 
Lane, Pickmere, Knutsford WA16 OLB. 29cm, 
paperback, 93pp, 165 illustrations, £7.95. 
ISBN 0 9522385 5 1 . 

To Market to Market: Story of Ashton-under
Lyne's Ancient Market by Philip Martin Wil
liams and David 1. Williams, History of Your 
Doorsteps, 15 Welbeck House, Ashton
under-Lyne 016 7TB. 3Ocm, ' paperback, 
82pp, 57 illustrations, 3 maps, £5.95. ISBN 0 
951801 2 1  X. 

Crewe: Railway Town, Company and People, 
1840-1914 by Diane K. Drummond, Scolar 



Press. 23cm, hardback, 3SOpp, 20 illustration
s, figures, 1 1  tables, £35.00. ISBN 1 85928 020 
x. 
Middlewich, 1900-1950 by A.L. Earl, Cheshire 
Country Publishing, Wren Cottage, Martin's 
Lane, Hargrave, Chester CH3 7RX. 21cm, 
paperback, 220pp, 54 illustrations, 1 maps, 
£9.95. ISBN 0 949001 10 4. 

ham Leisure Services, Old ham Library, 
Union Street, Oldham OLl I ON. 3Ocm, 
paperback, 1 20pp, 387 illustrations, £9.95. 
ISBN O 902809 31 8. 

Popular Politics in Early Industrial Britain: Bol
ton, 182S-50 by Peter Taylor, Ryburn Publish
ing. 23cm, hardback, 256pp, 1 map, £30.00. 
ISBN 1 85331 059 X. 

Oldhllm and Its People by Freda Millett, Old

Magazines 
Arc1Uleology North West, the bulletin of the 
Council for British Archaology North West, 
No.6 Autumn/ Winter 1993, No.7 
Spring/Summer 1994. 25cm and A4 respec
tively, 32pp and 28pp respectively, 2 issues a 
year, £15.00 a year (national membership), 
£4.00 a year (regional membership). Avail
able from the Membership Secretary, Or P. 
Carrington, c/o Grosvenor Museum, 27 
Grosvenor Street, Chester CHI 200. 

Articles in No.6 include: 'Chester City 
Walls Restoration'; 'Roman Communicat
ions in West Cheshire'; 'The Congleton Coin 
Hoard: Four Hoards of Tudor and Stuart Sil
ver Coins from Congleton'; 'St Lawrence's 
Oenton: A Survey of a Sixteenth Century 
Timber Church'; 'The Hodge Print Works, 
Broadbottom: The Site of the Industrial Rev
olution in the Etherow Valley'. 

Articles in No.7 include: 'A Recent Group 
of Twentieth Legion Tiles from Tarbock, 
Merseyside'; 'Rainsough: A Romano-British 
Site in the Irwell Valley'; 'Timperley Old Hall: 
A Report on the fifth Season of Excavations'; 
, An Investigation into Iron Smelting Fur
naces at Castleshaw: Interim Statement'; 'A 
13th Century Tide Mill at Hackensall, Lanca
shire'. 

Bowdon Shellf, the journal of the Bowdon His
tory Society, No.24, October 1994. AS, 4pp, 2 
issues, SOp each. Available from Mrs Ann 
Redford, Hon. Secretary, Bowdon History 
Society, 5 Pinewood, Bowdon, Altrincham, 
Cheshire WAI4 3JQ. 
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Articles include: 'Bowdon Urban District 
Council'; 'Care of the Underprivileged in the 
Late 19th Century'; 'Windyridge Church 
Brow, Bowdon'. 
Browsillgs, the journal of South Trafford Ar
chaeological Group, No.58. AS, 1 2pp, 2 isues 
a year, price unknown. Available from Derek 
Pierce, 30 Ollerton A venue, Sale M33 SHB. 

Articles include: 'Little Bollington Sur
vey'; 'Origins of Agriculture: An Evaluation 
of Current Theories'; 'CBA Reports Meeting'. 

Cheshire Genealogist, quarterly journal of the 
South Cheshire Family History Society, 
Autumn 1 994, No.1 7. AS, 44pp, £1.00 for 1 
single issue. Available from Ken Robinson, 
editor, 9 Maisterson Court, Nantwich CW5 
5TZ. 

Articles include: 'The Lancaster Project'; 
'Quartercentenary at Churches Mansion'; 
'The Camera Club'; The Barrett Family'; 
'The Game of the Name 2'; 'Old Crewe'; 
'Curious Epitaph'; 'Help for the Beginner'. 

Cheshire History, Autumn 1 994, No.34. 24cm, 
40pp. Available from Cheshire Community 
Council, 96 Lower Bridge Street, Chester 
CHl l RU. (Ask them about price.) 

This is the last Cheshire History in its pres
ent format. An increase in printing costs and 
a gradual reduction in subscribers has led to 
a wide ranging review of the magazine, its 
format, content, style, subscription rates. 

Articles in this issue: 'Chester Ragged 
Schools, 1 852-70'; 'The Heraldic Screens of 



Middlewich'; 'The Landscape of Oxton 
Township, 1 795-1877: Part Two'; 'The Archi
tect of the Chester Infirmary of 1761'; 
'Sources Available for Cheshire Studies at 
the County record Office, Chester'; 'Public 
Transport in Poynton, 1939-45'; 'Some Draw
ings of R.H. Watt'; 'Inquisitions Post Mor
tern, 16-19'. 

Chester Local History News, newsletter of the 
Chester City Record Office, Winter 1994. A4, 
4pp, 4 issues a year, FREE. Available from 
Chester City Record Office, Town Hall, Ches
ter CH1 2HJ. 

Items include: 'Transport - The Revol
ution of Modem Times!'; 'Flints, Flowerpots, 

. Whatever Next?'; 'Parish Council History 
Update'; and Events Diary. 

English Civil War Notes and Queries, No.49. 
AS, 36pp, £1.75 a single issue or £8.50 for 5 
(including postage). Available from Partizan 
Press, 816-818 London Road, Leigh-on-Sea, 
Essex SS9 3NH. 

This magazine is included here because· it 
has an article by John Barratt on 'Nantwich, 
1644'. 

Gaslight, the newsletter of the Howard 
Greenfield Archive and the North West Gas 
Historical Society, No.32 August/Septem
ber, No.34 November/December and No.35 
January 1995. A4, 6pp respectively, 6 issues a 
year, FREE (and so is membership to any em
ployees and pensioners of British Gas and 
anyone with an interest in the history of the 
gas industry). Available from the Secretary, 
Diane Smith, c/o I & C Sales, British Gas plc, 
Hind Street, Birkenhead IA1 5DB. 

Note the change of title. The Howard 
Greenfield Archive is the rep-ository of Brit
ish Gas plc for the North-west. If you would 
like to consult the archive write to The Ho
ward Greenfield Archive, British Gas plc, 
Common Lane, Partington, Manchester M31 
4BR. The Archive is run by volunteers and is 
only open at certain times, so don't turn up 
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just on spec. 
Items in No.32 include: 'Future of the S0-

ciety'; 'Liverpool Gas Pressure 1903'; 'Liver
pool Fazakerley Gasworks'; 'Macclesfield 
Malfeasance?'; 'Gay thorn Works, Manches
ter'; 'The Sheffield Gas Co., 1818-1869'. 

Items in No.34 include: 'Fell Foot Estate 
Gasworks'; 'Lakeside Railway Gasworks'; 
'The Horwich Railway Gasworks'; 'Liver
pool Fazakerley Gasworks'; 'The St. Helens 
Gas Undertaking'; 'Gasworker Ancestors'. 

Items in No.35 include: 'Manchester Jew
ish Museum'; 'Desks to Trenches - Liverpool 
Pals'; 'More on Hollingworth'; 'Yet More on 
Hollingworth'; 'Mill Gasworks in East Lan
cashire'; 'British Gas House Magazines'; 
'Owlpen - a gasworks found'. 

Items in No.36 include: 'From the 
Archives'; 'Stonyhurst College'; 'Summer
seats Revisited'; 'Coke - the Odds-on Fa
vourite'. 

Greater Manchester Courier, May, August, 0c
tober, December 1994. A4, 4pp, 6 issues a 
year, £1 .75 (for postage only). Available from 
Greater Manchester County Record Office, 
56 Marshall Street, New Cross, Manchester 
M4 5FU. 

News items and stories from the search
rooms. The August 1994 issue has a small 
snippet about a routine inquiry for a death 
certificate for a German gentleman living in 
Manchester in the mid-nineteenth century, 
Johann Friedrick Wilhelm Wolff. The re
searcher found that not only was the Ger
man gentleman a renowned man of his day, 
but the executors of his will included Frede
rick Engels, Louis Borchardt and Karl Marx! 
Other items include: Listing of records from 
the Magistrates' Clerk in Oldham; manorial 
lords; microfilming Manchester City's 
women's suffrage archives. 

Local History Magazine, No.46, Septem
ber/October 1994. A4, 36pp, £2.25 per issue 
or £13.50 for six issues. Available from The 
Local History Press, 3 Devonshire Prome-
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nade, Lenton, Nottingham NG7 2DS. 
Articles include: ' Directories and the 

Local Historian - I I I: Directories as Sources 
in Local History'; 'The Cardiff Poor Cripples 
Aid Society'; 'The Local Muse'; 'Local history 
printed on pots'. 

More than its interesting articles, Local 
History Magazine is useful for its news sec
tion, its BiblioFlLE of recently published 
books, its listing of Society Periodicals and 
its Noticeboard . If you want to know what's 
going on in the world of local and regional 
historians, and related interests, then sub
scribe to this magazine. 

New Mills Local Histonj Society Newsletter, 
No.14, Spring 1995. AS, 16pp, price of News
letter unknown. Available from Ron Weston, 
Publications Secretary, New Mills Local His
tory Society, The Thorns, Laneside Road, 
New Mills, Stockport, Cheshire SK12 4LU. 

Articles include: "'A Maymed Soldier" of 
the Civil War'; 'The Local Historian'; 
'Woman's Work'; 'New Mills and the Poor 
Law of 1834'; 'Joe Lomas: A note on a nine
teenth century artist of New Mills'; 'New 
Mills 1894-1994'. 

Past Fonvard, No. 8, Winter 1994. A4, 20pp, 4 
issues a year, FREE (but they would like a 
contribution towards the costs of produc
tion). Available from The Heritage Services 
Manager, Editor, Past Fonvard, The Heritage 
Service, Market Suite, Market Hall, The Gal-
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leries, Wigan WN1 1 PX. 
Articles include: '1 remember when .. :; 

'News from the Archives. A mystery solved: 
Ellen Weeton's last days'; 'Collection of Par
ish Magazines Acquired in House Clear
ance'; 'George Olivant - Obituary Leigh 
Chronicle, 24th September 1920'; , The Spin
ning Jenny panel'; 'The Tale of the Market 
Street 'Massoor'; 'Nathianel Eckersley'; 'A 
Terrible and Painful Accident at Abram'; 
The Way We Were .:... In Aspull'; 'A Cruise 
Back in Time'. 

Stretford Chronicle, the journal of the Stretford 
History Society, Autumn Edition, 1994. A4, 
16pp, 4 issues a year, price unknown. Avail
able from Mr Bill Ashton, Hon. Secretary, 236 
Winchester Road, Stretford, Manchester M32 
9PU. 

Another special edition, this time to 'mark 
the end of an area for Victoria Park Junior 
School, Stretford', which moves onto a dif
ferent site after eighty-nine years: 'Victoria 
Park School Reunion - 1994'; 'Memories of 
Schooldays'; 'Memories of 1930s School
days'; 'Alfred Ernest Marples: First Baron 
Marple, a former scholar of Victoria Park 
School'; 'Schooldays at Victoria Park in the 
1930s'; 'Or John Corlett, a former teacher at 
Victoria Park School'; 'Winifred Glover, 
elder daughter of the first headmaster'; 
'Schooldays'; 'History is What You Can Re
member' . 
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CHAIRMAN'S NOTES 
Members will have seen in the press de
tails of the unveiling of a Blue Plaque on 
the side wall of Barclays Bank, Railway 
Street, recording the life of Ronald Gow, 
the dramatist. Our thanks go to Chris Hill 
for his work in researching Gow's life and 
arranging for the plaque to be put up, and 
to Barclays for their co-operation. 

Thanks also to Ron and Pat Higginbot
tom for arranging the very interesting visit 
to Bunbury. The front cover illustration is 
by Ron, our resident artist, who has deftly 
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hidden its title in the drawing - can you 
find it? 

Following his three lectures to the So
ciety on the 350th anniversary of the be
ginning of the Civil Wars in Cheshire our 
President, Mr Dore, has contributed a 
well-researched, important critical article 
on some current publication on the sub
ject. Jill Groves and Ron Higginbottom 
also contribute excellent and unusual 
topiCS. 

Don Bayliss 



Society Events 1995-96 and News 
The Society meets at Altrincham Library, , 23rd October, William Bligh of the Bounty, 
Stamford New Road, Altrincham at Mr P.R. Long 
7.30pm on Mondays. 27th November, Alderley Edge Mines, Mr 
Subs: £3.00i visitors £1.00 per meeting N. Dibben 
18th September, The Manchester Ship 18th December, Christmas Buffet 
Canal, Mr W. Ashton 

Altrincham History Society Visit 
The visits to Bunbury Church and Bun
bury Mill in April this year were very well 
attended and much enjoyed by our mem
bers. 

We are very grateful to Mr Elsworth, a 
local historian and churchwarden, who 
gave us a very comprehensive and inter
esting guide around St. Boniface, after 
which the hardier and fitter visitors were 
invited to climb to the top of the tower to 
view the village and the Cheshire country-

Ron Higginboffom 
side. 

We then moved on a short distance to 
Bunbury Water Mill, where Mr Buchanan, 
wearing his authentic miller's dress of for
mer years, explained the workings of the 
now restored water mill. He stimulated 
such interest that we were very reluctant -
to leave. 

We all enjoyed a pleasant and informa
tive afternoon. 

NORTH-WEST HISTORY NEWS 
Archive Photographs of Ashton and 
Sale 
For some time Alan Morrison and helpers 
have been collecting and gathering infor
mation on old and not so old photographs 
of Ashton and Sale. The fruits of all this 
hard work will be published in October by 
Chalford Publishing of Stroud in its 
Archive Photographs Series; The title of 
the book will be Ashton-on-Mersey and Sale 
and the price will be £8.95. The book will 
be available from Ashton and Sale History 
Society, as well as local bookshops. 

Strangeways Records 
Manchester City Archives Department 
now has responsibility for records from 
Strangeways Prison and Buckley Hall, 
Rochdale (pre-privatisation). This follows 
a review of the rules by the Home Office 
and the Public Record Office, which de
cided that, where possible, prison records 
should be preserved and transferred to 
local record offices. However, the transfer 
will take some time and, in addition, some 
records will have closure periods of up to 
lOO years. [Greater Manchester Courier] 

EVENTS IN THE NORTH 'WEST 
Chester City Council 

Trll4eand the Port of Chester 
3 

8th November, 1995 
Gl'06venor Museum, Q\ester 



Fee: £5.00 
For more details contact the Grosvenor Museum, 27 

GrosvenorStreet, Chester CH1 2DD 

Centre for North West Regional 
Studies 

University of Lancaster, Fylde College, Bailrigg, Lancaster 
LA1 4YF. 

Medieval umcashire 11 
Saturday, 25th November, 1995 

Unusual Records for Loall History 
Saturday, 3rd February, 1996 

Archaeology Conference 
Saturday, 3rd March, 1996 

Georgian um=ter 
Saturday, 6th ]uly, 1996 

Ramsbottom Heritage Society 
Photograph Competition 

TItis is for photographs, in colour or black-and-white, on 
everyday life in the area of Ramsbottom. The first prize 
will be award the 'Dickensian Trophy'. The aim of this 

competition is to create an archive. Photographs should 
have been taken between 1st January, 1995 and 31st 
December, 1995. The closing date for entries is 31st 

January, 1996. The address to send them to is Rambottom 
Heritage Society, The Heritage Centre, Carr Street, 

Ramsbottom, Bury, Lancashire BLO 9AE. 

Manchester Guided Walks 
Tickets: £2.00 adults, £1.00 concessions (senior citizens, 

students, UB4OS). Available from Manchester Visitor 
Centre, Town Hall Extension, SI. Peter's Square, 

Manchester M60 2 LA. 

Cholera in Manchester 
Sunday, 1 1.00am, 1st October 

Starts at Walkers Hotel. Swan Street and finishes at 
Victoria Station 

Peter/OD and the Dmrand for Reform 
Sunday, 2.00pm, 8th October 

Starts and finishes at Manchester Visitors Centre 

Mysteries of Haunted Mandlester 
Sunday, 2.00pm, 29th October 

Starts at Manchester Visitors Centre and ends at the City 
Centre 

Grand Victorian Christmas Tour 
Sunday, 2.0Opm, 17th December 

Starts at Manchester Visitors Centre and ends at the City 
Centre 

There are also Blue Badges Guides available for 
Wythens1ulwe Hall to pre-booked parties, fee payable to the 

guide. For more details and bookings, tel Kay O'Brien 
0161 231 6928. 

Manchester Local Studies Unit Walks 
Manchester Local Studies Unit has put together a couple 

leaflets on walks: 
Coffee Break (a tour of coffee shops and restauran ts from 
Mosley Street to near the top of Deansgate and then to 

Castlefields 
The Divine Squares Mile (a tour of the churches and chapels 

of the city centre). 
The leaflets are free and available from the Manchester 

Local Studies Unit. 

WHAT'S IN A NAME? 
The tenn I alias' and the legitimate families of Altrincham, 

Ashton-on-Mersey and Sale · 

Definition of I Alias' 
The term 'alias' in a surname in the seven
teenth and eighteenth centuries meant 
that the person with that name was illegit
imate. However, in Altrincham, Ashton
on-Mersey, Sale, and in the seventeenth 
century there were a number of families 
with alias in their names who appear to be 
legitimate: the Heyward alias Dickenson 
family of Altrincham and Sale, the 
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JiII Groves 
Johnson alias Ottiwell family of Sale, and 
the Ashton alias Wales family of Ashton
on-Mersey and Sale. The alias probably 
originated in an illegitimate ancestor but 
why the alias continued for more than one 
generation is what this article will try to 
discover. 
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The Heyward alias Dickenson Family 
of Ashton-on-Mersey and Sale 
James Heyward alias Dickenson, the father 
of this family, may or may not have been 
illegitimate. The problem is that in this 
family the alias was passed down the 
generations. James' legitimate children, 
Ralph, Elizabeth and James, were also 
called by him in his will dated 1684 Hey
wood/Heyward alias Dickenson. Nor
mally, the legitimate offspring of an ille
gitimate child would take the surname of 
their paternal grandfather, as in the case of 
John Cockson, the )legitimate son of Ri
chard Johnson alias Cockson and grand
son of Henry Cockson of Poundswick. It 
may be that there were so many Hey
wards alias Dickenson in Altrincham and 
Sale that people had to differentiate be
tween them by continuing the alias be
yond the illegitimate person to their legit
imate children and even grandchilqren. 
However, James Heyward alias Dickenson 
was noted as being James Heyward only 
in the 1667 Subsidy Roll.l . 

There is another example of the con
tinuation of the alias down the generations 
in the Gratrix alias Mason family of Sale. 

James Gratrix alias Mason, tanner, of Sale 
. died in 1 632 Daniel Gratrix alias Mason 

witnessed the will of James Heward [Hey
ward] alias Dickenson of Sale, husband
man, in 1713. It might well be that two sets 
of Gratrixes and Masons had produced 
two sets of illegitimate children, but it is 
also possible that the alias had been 
handed down the generations. 

James Heyward alias Dickenson the 
younger, like his father before him, conti
nued to call his children Heyward alias 
Dickenson. This is visiting the sins of the 
father on the children to the fourth gener
ation. 

The J ohnson alias Ottiwell Family of 
Sale 
James Johnson alias Ottiwell, who died in 
August/September 1 663, had a wife Joan, 
sons James, Joseph, Thomas and Robert. 
Joan, as is known from her inventory 
made after her death in 1678, was called 
Johnson alias Ottiwell by her neighbours, 
but Ja�es gives no indication in his will 
whether his children were called Johnson 
alias Ottiwell or just Johnson or Ottiwell. 
However, after the death of James and his 
brother Robert, the surname J ohnson alias 

Family Tree of the HeyWard alias Dickenson Family 

James Heyward = ( 1 )  Jane 
a l i as D ickenson I ( 2 )  Katherine 

d . 1 6 8 4  I 

( 1 )  Ra lph Mary ( 1 )  E l i zabeth 

I 

( 1 )  Henry ( 2 ) James 

d . 17 1 3  

John Jane W i l l i am 
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Ottiwell disappears. 
Interestingly, one of the witnesses to 

James's will was James Ottiwell of Stret
ford. He could be the father of James 
Johnson alias Ottiwell, the uncle or a half
brother of the father. It should also be 
noted that one of the appraisers of the 
goods of James's widow Joan in 1678 was 
James Heyward alias Dickenson who was 
just called Dickenson. 

The Ashton alias Wales Family of 
Ashton-on-Mersey and Sale 
William Ashton alias Wales of Woodheys, 
Ashton-on-Mersey, who died in 1674 and 
his brother George, who died in 1677 were 
probably illegitimate. However, William's 
marriage to his wife Margaret was prob
ably legitimate and so his son James and 
his daughter Margaret were also legitim
ate. But in his will William displays an 
ambiguity of mind by calling his wife and 
children first just Ashton and then Ashton 

alias Wales. One of the appraisers of Wil
liam's goods was his son James who was 
called Ashton alias Wales. However, the 
alias probably didn't survive the gener
ation of William and George. 

The Rideing alias Tipping Family of 
Ashton-on-Mersey 
Hannah Rideing alias Tipping, who died 
in 1742, was probably the widow of some
one wno was illegitimate. Her marriage to 
Rideing alias Tipping was her second mar
riage, her first being to a Dickenson. By 
her second marriage she had a surviving 
son James, called Rideing alias Tipping 
both in her will and by the officials at the 
Consistory Court proving the will. How
ever, it is doubtful that the alias survived 
much beyond Hannah's death. 

Notes 
1. 1667 Subsidy Roll for Altrincharn, Leicester
Warren Archive, document no. DL T /Fl1 (CCRO). 

CUNNINGHAM'S CAMP, 1894-1939 
The International Young Men's Holiday Camp, Isle of Man 

George Burton 
edited by Ron Higginbottom 

Note 
A request for information appeared in the 
recent copy of the Open University History 
Society North-west Newsletter. I contacted 

Although I am now eighty-seven years 
old I can remember very clearly going to 
Cunningham's camp in 1922. I was four
teen and going alone, friends of the family 
took me to the ship. I wore short pants as 
my parents could not afford to buy me 
long trousers - I was very embarrassed 
about it. 
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my uncle for information. His reply might 
interest the members of our SOciety. 
R.G.H. 

The crossing from Fleetwood to Dou
glas took about four hours in rough 
weather. I was so sick I wished the ship 
would sink to put me out of my misery -
this was the only time in my life I have 
ever wanted to die! I recovered quickly at 
the camp and soon began to enjoy life 
again. I have since cruised a thousand 
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days to many parts of the world in all 
kinds of weather without being seasick. 
Cruise liners are much better now, of 
course. 

At the camp the cost of one week, from 
Saturday to Saturday, was £2 2s. How
ever, if you took the Friday night sailing it 
cost an extra 3s because you had an extra 
breakfast and dinner - but I think you had 
to 'hang about' until the tent was vacated. 
We slept under canvas! 

The combined rail and boat fare from 
Manchester was 16s 6d. If you were af
fluen\ you went sal90n class on the boat 
which was 25s. In saloon class you sat in 
warmth and comfort. I went steerage! 

The ship I travelled on was The 
Manxman. At that time I was working in 
the mill for l 5s a week and the millowners 
ran what was called 'the yearly' into 
which you paid a fixed sum each week for 
fifty weeks. This started the first w�ek 
after the holidays and paid out a few days 
before the mill closed for the usual Wakes 
Week' holiday. I paid 2s a week which 
made £5, plus a few pence interest. This 
paid in full for my week's holiday in the 
Isle of Man. 

You reached the camp after a short up
hill walk from the Promenade to the start 
of the funicular railway, where you sat 
down on a wooden seat. The funicular car 
took you to the top of the hill. Then an
other short walk took you to the camp. 
This funicular railway ran all day until 
about lO.OOpm. 

The entrance hall was most impressive, 
with a black and white tiled floor with a 
fountain in the centre. Various officers 
saw who came and who left. They made 
certain visitors . were well behaved and 
sober. 
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Next you went through a kind of tunnel 
. to the tented area, which was a large field 
full of ex-army bell tents. There were four 
camp beds in each. You were expected to 
make up your own bed every day and 
keep the tent tidy. 

You were not allowed to bring any girls 
into camp. The same applied to alcohol. 
But being fourteen, in those days, these re
strictions didn't bother me. I do not re
member any kind of entertainment, apart 
from the use of football and cricket pit
ches. If caught with drink, you were ex
pelled at once. 

There were three meals a day: plain, 
wholesome food served in a large dining 
hall. About ten boys sat at each table. The . 
waiters came in with a kind of upright 
rack which held ten complete dinners. The 
pudding was served in the same way. You 
passed them along to each boy. 

My £2 spending money lasted for a 
week. I did not drink or smoke. My morn
ings were spent in the song booth where 
Feldmans and Lawrence Wright each had 
a pianist with a male and female Singer to 
sing the popular songs of the day. The 
sheet music was sixpence a copy. A little 
blue book gave the words of the songs. I 
bought one for threepence. It was a treas
ured possession while I was there. Even 
radio was in its infancy then. 

I was able to afford a charabanc trip 
round the island to Peel, Port St. Mary, 
Port Erin and Laxey. I also took the coastal 
train to Port Soderick. 

Most of the older boys used to go danc
ing. There was a little old lady just outside 
the camp with a basket of buttonholes at 
3d each. She was very popular with -the 
dashing young bloods anxious to give a 
good impression. 



1667 SUBSIDY ROLL FOR AL TRINCHAM 

Note 
This is one of a number of subsidy or Poll 
Tax rolls for townships in Bucklow Hun
dred East. 'They were recent discovered in 
the Leicester-Warren Archive in Cheshire 
Record Office. The subsidy rolls were 
compiled by the two constables of each 
township, assisted by two assessors. The 
amount of information on individ uals in a 
household varies from township to town
ship. Some only name the head of house
hold and give the number of people in the 
household and thewages of any servants. 
The best not only name the members of a 
household but also their relationship to 
the head of the household. They are nearly 
as good as a census return, except that 

An account of all those persons who wee 
find payable the pole or otherwise by the 
Constables and there Assessors within the 

£ s d 
1 .  Richard Robson for his Poll 0 1 0 
Jane his daughter for her Poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - not men tioned. 

2. John Robson for his Poll 0 1 0 
Elizabeth his wife for her poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -not mentioned. 

3. George Aldcroft his wife1 and 
Ann and Katherin his daughter 
poll 0 4 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - George Aldcroft had 1 

hearth. 
1 .  George's wife was called Margaret and she ap
pears to have been a Hankinson by birth. She and 
George inherited a good proportion of the goods of 
Mary Hankinson, widow, in 1668/69 

4. Ann Lingard for her poll 
and for ber wages1 

0 1 0  
o 1 0 
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Edited by JiI/ Groves 
Transcribed by Pat Higginbottom 

they do not say which occupations indi
viduals had. The subsidy rolls also do not 
name or even enumerate people who 
could not pay. For this reason names of 
those who appear on the 1664 hearth tax 
returns'land not in the subSidy rolls have 
been included in the copy deposited in 
Trafford Local Studies Centre. Also in
cluded in that copy are transcripts of the 
1 667 Subsidy Rolls for Bowdon, Ashton, 
Hale, Sale and Timperley. The 1 667 Sub
sidy Rolls for Baguley, Partington, Cart
ington and Dunham Massey will be tran
scribed, edited and deposited in Trafford 
Local Studies Centre some time in the next 
few months. 

township of Altringham there names as 
Followeth February [?] 1666 

1664 Hearth Tax Return - Ann Lingard could be 
the widow or daughter of Thomas Ungard who 
had 1 hearth on which he didn't pay tax. 
1 .  The Tax on wages was a shilling in the pound, so 
Ann was earning £1 a year, but who was her em
ployer? The Aldcrofts? 

5. Will[iam) Partington and his 
wife Margret poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - William Partington had 3 

hearths. 

6. George Broome and Jane his wife 
Babara his daughter for 
there poll 0 3 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - not mentioned. 

7. Raphe Hunte1 and Elizabeth his wife 
poll 0 2 0 



1664 Hearth Tax Return - Ralph Hunt had 1 
hearth. He was too poor to pay tax on it. 
1. Ralph Hunt died in 1672. 

8. James Broome and Jane his wife 
there poll 0 2 0 

. 1664 Hearth Tax Return -not mentioned. 

9. Katherine Rafford her poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Richard Rafford had 1 
hearth. 

10. Thomas Janson and Katharine his wife 
poll 0 2 . 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return )- Thomas Janson had 1 
hearth on which he did not pay tax. 

1 1 .  Margret Redich her poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Margaret Reditch had 1 
hearth on which she did not pay tax. 

1 2. Thomas Vaudrey and Margret 
his wife and Robert his son ne 
Henry Hardey and Ann 
his sister - poll 0 5 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -not mentioned. 

13. Thomas Hinchet and Frances his wife 
poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -not mentioned. 

14. Robert Owen [?] and Ann his nice [niece] 
poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Robert Owen had 1 
hearth. 

15. Widd[ow] Newton and Ales1 her 
daughter poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Elizabeth Newton had 1 
hearth on which she didn't pay tai. 
1. Alice Newton was the main beneficiary of the 
will of her uncle Robert Newton in 1673 

16. Ann Robson her poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -not mentioned. 

1 7. George Fletcher
1 and Frances his wife 
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poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -notmentioned. 
'1. George Fletcher was dead by 1677. 

18. John Turner his poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - John Turner had 1 
hearth. 

19. Thomas Turner1 and Jane his wife and 
John his sonn and Ales his 
daughter poll 0 4 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - not mentioned. 
1 .  Thomas Turner died in 1682. 

20. Edward Owen and Elen his daughter 
poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Edward Owen had 1 
hearth on which he didn't pay tax. 

21 . Richard Birie [Bury] and Elen his wife 
poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return Richard 
Beerie/Berry IBirie had 1 hearth on which he did 
not pay tax. 

22. Richard Royle1 and Siclie [Cicely] his 
wife poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Richard Royle had 1 
hearth on which he didn't pay tax. 
1. Richard Royle died in 1695. 

23. John Owen the elder1 and Margret his 
wife poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -John Owen had 1 hearth. 
1. John Owen the elder probably died in 1675. 

24. George Liderlands and Elen his wife 
poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - George Uderlands had 1 
hearth on which he didn't pay tax. 

25. Ann Higginson her poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -William Tigginson £Hig
ginson -incorrectly copied] had 1 hearth. 

26. Elizabeth Spakman her poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - William Sparkeman or 



Spa1cman had 1 hearth on which he didn't pay tax. 

27. Henry Bradshawl Elizabeth his wife and 
Susands and Anne [or Hannahr his 
daughters poll 0 4 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Henry Bradshawe had 3 
hearths. 
1. Henry Bradshawe was a woollendraper of Al
trincham and a member of the Court Leet. 
2. In 1661 Henry Bradshaw took out a three-life 
lease on a tenement of 24 statute acres in Ken
worthy, Northenden, with Robert Tatton of Wy
thenshawe. The three lives named in the lease were 
firstly his daughter Anne or Hannah and Peter and 
John Sidebotham, the sons of the widowed pre
vious holder of the tenement, Elizabeth Sidebo
tham. Henry paid fA9 as an entry and the rent was 
£1 2s a year with 1 3  boons worth l I s  4d and a 
heriot worth £2 on the tenement. Perhaps the Si
debotham brothers became subtenants of Henry 
and his daughter. Such a size of tenement would 
fetch £24 in rack rent or economic tent. Perhaps 
Henry was securing his daughter an income for 
life. 

28. Ales Rollsall and Ann her daughter 
poll 0 2 0 
1 664  Hearth Tax Return - not mentioned. 

29. James Aldcroftl Ann his wif 
poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Retun1 -not mentioned 
1 .  James Aldcroft witnessed the will of George 
Moores (see below) in 1674. 

30. John Cooke and Elen his wife 
poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - John Cooke had 1 hearth 
on which he didn't pay tax. 

31 . Thomas Robson and Elizabeth his wife, 
Ales his Daughter 
Will Ashley and Alexander Jee 
his lap Jprentices and 
Jane Birie poll 0 6 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - not men tioned. 

32. Sibill Leather and John her 
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sonn1 poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - John Leather, probably 
the husband of Sibill, had 1 hearth. 
1 .  John Leather may be the John Leather who died 
in 1698. 

33. Thomas Balife and Elen his 
wife poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - not mentioned. 

34. Robert Eaton 1 and Kathem his wife and 
John his sonn 
and Mary his daughter poll 0 4 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Robert Eaton had 2 
hearths. 
1 .  Robert Ea ton was an innkeeper of some standing 
in Altrincham. He was a sort of Mr Fix-it, lending 
money there and selling seed corn there. In addi
tion, lie was a butcher. He died in 1 667. 

35. [JohnJ Fletcher1 and Elizabeth his wife 
and Elizabeth his daughter poll 0 3 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - John Fletcher had 1 
hearth. 
1 .  John Fletcher died in 1677, by which time Eli
zabeth his daughter had probably left to get mar
ried. 

36. George Moores1 Elen his wife2 and Mary 
his daughter poll 0 3 0 
1664 Heartl, Tax Return - George Moores had 2 
hearths. 
1 .  George Moores died in 1674. 
2. Elen predeceased her husband sometime be
tween 1 667 and 1674. 
3. Mary, his only surviving child, had married 
Henry Taylor by 1674. She inherited everything. 

37. Adam Grantham1 Ann his 
wife poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Adam Grantham had 2 
hearths. 
1. Adam Grantham was a tailor and ale brewer. He 
died in 1691. 

38. George Leigh his poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - George Leigh had 1 
hearth on which he didn't pay tax. 



39. John Masey and Jane his 
wife poll 0 2 . 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -not mentioned. 

40. James Dickensonl and Jane his wife 
poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - James Dickenson had 1 
hearth on which he didn't pay tax. 
1. He could be the James Dickenson alias Heywood 
who died in 1684, who was probably illegitimate. 

41. John Owen yongerl and Ann his wife 
poll and Raphe his sonn 0 3 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - John Owen had 2 
hearths. ! 
1. John Owen was one of two of that name in 
Altrincham, both of them bakers. He died in 1679. 

42. Richard Tipings Margery his wife and 
Elizabeth his daughter poll 0 3 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Richard Tipping had 1 
hearth. 

43. George Claytonl Frances his wife and Eli
zabeth his daughter poll 0 3 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - George Oayton or Oea
ton had 1 hearth. 
1 .  He was executor to the will of George Moores in 
1674. 

44. Richard Downs and Elen 
his wife poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -not men tioned. 

45. Eles [ Alicel Newton and Mary her 
daughter poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Alice Newton had 2 
hearths. 

46. Mary Parker her poll 0 1 .  0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Peter Parker had 1 
hearth. He was a malt seller and he died in 1664. 

47. Will Taylor Elen his wife and Timothy 
his sonn and 0 3 0 
Thomas Arandell his [aplprentis 
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his poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - William Taylor had 2 
·hearths. 

48. James Brookes and Sibill his wife and 
James his sonn poll 0 3 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return .- James Brooke had 1 
hearth on which he didn' tpay tax. 

49. Margret Newton her poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -not mentioned. 

SO. John Pereir and Ales his wife 
poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - not mentioned. 

51 . George Motley yonger poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - George Motley had 1 
hearth on which he didn't pay tax. 

52. John Parker and Mary his wife 
poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -not mentioned. 

53. George Cooke Anne his wife and John 
his sonn poll 0 3 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - not mentioned. 

54. John Cooke and Ann his daughter 
poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - John Cooke had 1 hearth 
on which he didn't pay tax. 

55. Henry Smith 1 and Elizabeth his wife and 
Henry his sonn poll 0 3 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -not mentioned. 
1 .  Henry Smith died in 1672. 

56. Elizabeth Biriel and Thomas her Sonn 
poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Elizabeth Berry had 1 
hearth on which she didn't pay tax. 
1 .  She died in 1671 . 

57. Richard Leigh his poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - not mentioned. 



58. Thomas Hesketh 1 and Elen his wife 
Elizabeth his daughter poll 0 3 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Thomas Hesketh had 2 
hearths. 
1. Thomas Hesketh was the will writer and a wit
ness to the will of Anne Hexam of Sinderland in 
1672. 

59. Ann Oayton1 her poll 0 1 0 
1 664  Hearth Tax Return -not mentioned. 
1. She was one of three sisters of George Moores. 

60. Henry Mather and Ann his wife and 
Henry his sonn poll 0 3 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Henry Mather had 1 
hearth on which he didn't pay tax. 

61.  Will Parke his poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -not mentioned. 

62. Raphe Jacson his poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -not mentioned. 

63. Richard Hollinworth and Andrew his 
sonn 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Richard Hollinworth 
had 1 hearth on which he didn't pay tax. 

64. Robert Houlte and Jane his wife 
poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -not mentioned. 

65. George Ridgway his poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Anne Ridgway, who 
could have been George's widowed mother, had 1 
hearth on which she didn't pay tax. 

66. Katherne Higinson her poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -not mentioned. 

67. Ellen Holenworth George her sonn and 
Ann her daughter poll 0 3 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - not mentioned. 

68. John Fincam [?] and Margret his wife 
poll 0 2 0 
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1664 Hearth Tax Return - not men tioned. 

69. George Bell his poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - George Bell had 1 hearth 
on which he didn't pay tax. 

70. Mary Aslay her poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - not men tioned. 

71 . Edward Robenson1 his poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Edward Robinson had 1 
hearth. 
1. Edward Robinson was a gardener according to 
his inventory. He died in 1687, possibly of lung 
cancer from the number of clay pipes he had. He 
was the first individual in Altrincham to have a 
reference to a new crop, potatoes, in his inventory. 

72. Will Lupton1 and Margret his wife 
poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - William Lupton had 1 
hearth. 
1. There are two Will Luptons living in Altrincham 
in 1667, one was related by marriage to the Eaton 
family and one was a chapman. One had a son 
called John and it is likely that the other one did as 
well. 

73. John August and Susance his wife 
poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Henry August had 2 
hearths. 

74. Will Lupton1 yonger Ales2 his wife 
poll 0 2 0 
John Lupton3 his son for his poll [crossed 
out] 
1. This Will Lupton was the chapman. He died in 
1701 and so did his son John. The term 'chapman' 
covered a multitude of mobile trading activities, 
from a wealthy cloth merchant like Humphrey 
Chetham, to peddlars. Will Lupton's main trade 
appears to have been spirits or 'strong waters' 
from his inventory. 
2. Alice survived until 1712. 
3. John too was a chapman and his trade specialism 
was tobacco, for which he had a cutting engine in 
his kitchen. 



75. Thomas Clayton and Elizabeth his wife 
and Ester his daughter poll 0 3 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -Thomas Oayton or Qea
ton had 1 hearth. 

76. Jane Ashton her poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -not mentioned. 

77. Will Cawdell and Mary his wife 
p� 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - William Cawde1l or 
Cowdale had 1 hearth on which he didn� t pay tax. 
78. James Lecester and Elizabeth his wife 
poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - James Leicester had 1 
hearth. 

79. John Hardey his poll 0 1 . 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Margaret Hardy had 1 
hearth. 

so. Henry Maise yonger and Mary his wife 
poll 0 2 · · 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Henry Maise had 1 
hearth on which he didn't pay tax. 

81. John Astley his poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - John Astley had 1 
hearth. 

82. Elen Barlow her poll 0 1 · 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Ellen, or Elizabeth, Bar
low had 1 hearth. 

83. Elizabeth Heslhurst1 her poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Elizabeth Hazlehurst 
had 1 hearth on which she didn't pay tax. 
1 .  She died in 1670. 

84. John Royle and Elizabeth his wife 
poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -not mentioned. 

85. John Burges and Mary his wife 
poll 0 2 0 
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1664 Hearth Tax Return -not mentioned. 

· 86. John Gibon and Mary his wife 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - not mentioned. 

87. Mary Hankinson 1 and Will2 her Sonn 
and Susance3 her daughter poll 0 3 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -not mentioned. 
1 .  Mary Hankinson died in 1668/69. She had a 
daughter, Margaret, married to George Aldcroft, 
who inherited a good part of her goods. 
2. There were two sons. William inherited the land 
and the house, probably as eldest son. Edward 
inherited most of his mother goods. 
3. Susan married John Coe shortly after this sub
sidy roll was taken. She inherited her mother's 
linen. 

88. John Simpson and Jane his wife 
poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - John Simpson had 2 
hearths. 

89. Margret Ca wdell her poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Margaret Cawde1l or 
Cowdale had 1 hearth. 

90. Thomas Arandell his poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Thomas Arandel had 1 
hearth. 

91 . Hemnett Cawdell and Elen his wife 
Margret his daughter poll 0 3 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Hamnett Cawdell or 
Cowdalehad 1 hearth. 

92. James Parsifull and Margret his wife 
p� 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -James Peresvull or Parsi
full or Percival had 1 hearth on which he didn't pay 
tax. 

93. Elizabeth Booth her poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - not mentioned. 

94. Ann Ashton her poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Ellen or Ann Ashton had 



1 hearth on which she didn't pay tax. 

95. Elen Coe1 and John2 her sonn and Elen 
her daughter poll 0 3 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Ellen Coe, or Roe as she 
is misnamed in the Returns, had 1 hearth. 
1 .  Ellen Coe died in 1674 but not before she had seen her son married in 1667/68. 
2. John married Susan Hankinson. 

96. Will Ganday and Jane his wife and Will 
his sonn poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - William Gandy had 1 
hearth. 
97. Margret Dibis [Devisl and Margret her 
daughter poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -not mentioned. 

98. Richard Hunt and Elizabeth his wife 
poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Richard Hunt had 1 
hearth on which he didn't pay tax. 

99. Robert Owen1 and Marl his wife 
poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -not mentioned. 
1. Robert Owen was a witness to the will of John 
Fletcherin 1677. 
2. Mary was the sister of George Moores. 

100. George Goulden and Elen his wife 
poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - George Goulden had 1 
hearth on which he didn't pay tax. 

101.  Will Maise and Ann his wife 
poll 0 2 0 
1 664  Hearth Tax Return -not men tioned. 

102. Richard Higinson and Elizabeth 
poll and Will his sonn 0 3 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -not mentioned. 
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103. Thomas Houghland his poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - not mentioned. 

104. John Higinson his poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - not men tioned. 

105. Peter Houlte his poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - Peter Holt had 1 hearth. 

106. John HouJte and Elizabeth his wife 
poll 0 2 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - John Holt had 1 hearth 
on which he didn't pay tax. 

107. Richard Leather1 his poll 0 1 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - not men tioned. 
1. Richard Leather died in 1669. 

108. Thomas Higinson and Jane his wife for 
there poll and 0 2 0 
for £100 in moneys and debts 1 0 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return - not men tioned. 

1 09. Jane Owen for her poll and 0 1 0 
for £100 in moneys and debts 1 0 0 
1664 Hearth Tax Return -Jane Owen had 1 hearth. 

The sume is 

Constables 
Adam Grantham 
Robert Eaton 

Assessors 
James Lecster 
Thomas Clayton 
John Leather 

13 4 0 
[recte £12 19 0] 

Total number of people mentioned - 219 



THE CONTRIBUTION OF SOME RECENT 
BOOKLETS ON THE CIVIL WAR IN 

CHESHIRE AND SURROUNDING COUNTIES 

The Siege of Manchester 1642 by 
John Barratt 
Stuart Press, 24 Sandford Road, 
Hotwells, Bristol BS1 9 3PG 
21cm, paperback, 24pp, £3.00. ISBN 1 
85804 031 0 

The Battle of Nantwlch 1644 by John 
Barratt 
Stuart "re ss, 24 Saridford Road, 
Hotwells, Bristol BS1 9 3PG 
21cm, paperback, 36pp, £3.00. ISBN 1 
85804 030 2 

Hawarden Castle In the English Civil 
War by Peter Francls-Wemyss 
Jacobus Publications, Clarinor Manor, 
Middle Scafell,  Middle Road, NewtoWn 
SY1 6 3HQ. 
21 cm, paperback, 28pp, Illustrations, 
maps, £3.00. ISBN 1 898621 01 2. 

Great Leaguer of Chester by Stephen 
Plckstock. 
Jacobus Publications, Clarinor Manor, 
Middle Scafell,  Middle Road, Newtown 
SY1 6 3HQ. 
21 cm, paperback, 32pp, iIIustrations,
maps, £3.70. ISBN 1 898621 00 4. 

The Brookes at Norton Priory: Civil 
War and After 1642-1660 by Andrew 
Abram 
Norton Priory Museum Trust 
30cm, paperback, 34pp, price 
unknown. ISBN 0 9524224 0 9  

Those interested in the Civil War in this 
region cannot complain they are 'ne
glected. Some of this latest batch of 
booklets come from publishers and 
authors who are already established; 
others are from newcomers. The standard 
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Norman Dore 
of research and scholarship is for the most 
part good. Authors base their accounts on 
primary rather than secondary sources, 
given plentiful extracts and provide full 
bibliographies. In addition, some add 
maps, plans and reproductions of contem
porary illustrations. 

The Siege of Manchester is, I think, a 
new venture for John Barratt and invalu
able, for outside the chapter in Broxap's 
Great Civil War in Lancashire, accounts of 
this, the first serious and prolonged clash 
of arms in the Civil War, are few and in
adequate. Barratt gets a great deal into the 
twenty-four pages of this booklet: a brief 
but lucid explanation of the situation in 
Lancashire at the outbreak of war, the de
tachment of the Earl of Derby and his 
troops to seize Manchester and its maga
zine before the King took some of them to 
join his march on. London, and then a day
by-day account of the events of the week
long siege. These include royalist attacks 
up Deansgate and Marketstead Lane and 
attempts to capture Salford Bridge. All 
were repulsed and by the end of the week 
the parliamentarians had made several 
counter-attacks. They had also rejected 
Derby's terms for surrender, constantly 
scaled down in the face of refusal. Finally 
the death of Captain Duxbury, killed by a 
bullet fired from the steeple of St. Mary's 
church, and (most probably) the demands 
of the King for Derby's Lancashire regi
ments to join his march on London, led to 
the royalist withdrawal. 

This is then followed by a brief section 
on the importance of the siege, which is 



shown to be very considerable. For, if 
Manchester had fallen, the parliamenta
rian cause in Lancashire would have been 
extinguished at the outset of the war. 
There is then a break-down of the ele
ments of both armies, which is good ex
cept that it inexplicably fails to mention 
the considerable Cheshire presence in ad
d ition to John Booth and his father's ten
ants. Two parliamentary pamphlets speci
fically give Hyde of Norbury, Ardern of 
Harderne and Duckenfield of Duckenfield 
as present with their tenants. 

The booklet ends by giving the whole of 
two parliamentarian pamphlets on the 
siege, together with a sizeable section on 
the "Good Service" of Colonel John Ro
sworm, the continental mercenary who 
played a large part in organising the 
d efence. 

By contrast Barratt's second pamphlet 
on TI,e Battle of Nantwic1l 1644 is, for the 
most part, the reflection of an oft-told tale. 
It is oft-told because of its picturesque 
background (heavy snow converted to 
torrents of water by a wholly unexpected 
thaw), its dramatic reversal of fortune and 
the presence at the head of the rescuing 
army of Sir Thomas Fairfax, Parliament's 
only leader with a touch of glamour to be 
set up against Prince Rupert and his Cava
liers. 

John Barratt gives a lucid and quite de
tailed account of both campaign and 
battle. He does not follow Colonels Burne 
and Young in their demolition of Lord 
Byron and their rather extravagant praise 
of Sir Thomas Fairfax (The Great Civil War, 
1642-6, 1959). Indeed, he seems to me to go 
rather far in the opposite direction. Byron 
was undoubtedly unlucky that an unex
pected thaw destroyed his temporary 
bridge at Beamheath and forced him and 
his troops on the eastern bank of the 
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Weaver to make a six mile detour before 
they could join their comrades in the west
ern bank. By this time Fairfax was in front 
of them and within a couple of miles of 
Nantwich. Yet it was surely pushing his 
luck a little far in the first place for Byron 
to leave the concentration of his troops so 
late in such adverse physical conditions. 
Fairfax's conduct is, for reasons not given 
to the reader and totally unknown to me, 
characterised as "typically erratic". Cer
tainly he was fortunate that the sudden 
overnight thaw enabled him to fight very 
close to Nantwich and not, as Byron in
tended, at Barbridge out of both sight and 
sound of the town. He was also fortunate 
that the garrison with whom he does not 
seem to have been able to establish con
tact, acted with such good sense and ala
crity. On the other hand, he was a stranger 
in country unknown to him, at a time of 
year when armies all over Europe were 
tucked up in winter quarters. Many of his 
infantry had not been commanded by him 
before. Anyone who knows anything of 
the subterfuges of Civil War regional com
manders faced with difficult instructions 
from London, must realise that had Fair
fax decided to be awkward, he could have 
stayed in his winter quarters in lincoln
shire and never gone to the north-west at 
all. 

In this case Nantwich would un
doubtedly have fallen to Byron with all 
Brereton's supplies of arms and equip
ment in it and the parliamentary war ef
fort in Cheshire would have been extin
guished, at least for the time being. 

That having been said, what is given is 
an interesting and full account of the cam
paign, battle and consequences. Break
downs of the composition of both armies 
follow and then there are plentiful extracts 
from original sources. The whole of the 



letters of Lord Byron, his brother Robert 
(who commanded the royalist left wing) 
and Fairfax, all reporting the action to 
their superiors, are given. There is also a 
sizeable extract from Fairfax's later Memo
rials. It is a pity a little more space could 
not have been found for the brief but il
luminating account of Captain Hodgson 
of Coley Hall near Halifax, one of Fairfax's 
officers. 

Finally it has to be said that the print of 
this and the preceding booklet is very 
small and not easy to read, particularly on 
the maps and three plans provided. This 
apart, the booklet is excellent value. 

Jacobus Publications, Newtown, is a 
new publisher of Civil War booklets and 
there is much to be said for their first pro
ducts. They are well laid out, and pleasant 
to handle and good to look at. The print, 
although small, is clear and their maps, 
plans, portraits and other contemporary 
illustrations are well reproduced. 

. 

The volume on Hawarden Castle in, tl,e 
Civil War is valuable because, as the first 
of a chain of castles linking embattled 
Chester with the wholly royalist areas of 
Carnarfon and Anglesey, it was of prime 
military importance. Its Civil War history 
is not straightforward, however, because 
it passed in and out of the limelight, as 
parliamentary commanders, notably Sir 
William Brereton, laid siege to it and then 
had to abandon those sieges because of 
adverse events elsewhere. The account 
given here is coherent and prefaced by a 
good summary of the 'castl�'s foundation 
and previous history. The Civil War ac
count is followed by two contemporary 
pamphlets containing many references to 
Hawarden, by a list of the royalist regi
ments involved in its defence and by a full 
bibliography. 

Stephen Pickstock's TI,e Great Leaguer 

1 7  

of Q,ester i s  the most ambitious of the 
,booklets reviewed here and is, in fact, 
even more ambitious than its title 
suggests. It devotes ten of its thirty-two 
pages to the progress of the war before the 
Leaguer commenced. It gives a great deal of 
information on many aspects of the local 
war, is plentifully illustrated with maps, 
plans and contemporary portraits and is, 
in fact, just what is needed by someone 
previously ignorant of the subject but 
wanting to acquire a deal of information 
in a short space of time. 

It has to be said, however, that some of 
the information supplied in the pamphlet 
is confusedly given and not entirely accur
ate. Brereton did not lead five thousand 
Scots under General David Leslie down 
from the Pennines to face Rupert in Che
shire. The Scots came and went under 
their own command when they and not 
Brereton commanded. They were allies, 
not subordinates, and their generals never 
put themselves under parliamentary com
mand. 

Nor was the all-important bridge over 
the River Weaver at Beamheath a bridge 
of boats. Its whose destruction by an unex
pected thaw on the night of 25th January, 
1644 divided the royalist army just when 
they were trying to unite to face Fairfax, a 
bridge of boats. As described by Thomas 
Malbon, the Nantwich sequestra tor, it was 
a platt or flat bridge, probably of a tempor
ary nature and wooden. 

Most misleading of all is the assertion 
that the Committee of Both Kingdoms 
removed Brereton from his command. In 
fact this jOint committee of English and 
Scots, formed when the Scots entered the 
war as the parliament's allies, did every
thing it could to preserve it for him. It 
gained no less than three temporary 
exemptions for him from the provisions of 



parliament's Self Denying Ordinance which 
said that all M.P.s must surrender their 
commands. The first was in the spring of 
1 645 when the King and Rupert were 
marching north towards Chester; the sec
ond in the autumn, so that he could bring 
the Leaguer of Chester to a conclusion and 
the third, after this had been accom
plished, so that he could supervise their 
mopping up operations in the western 
midlands. It only acted in this manner to
wards one other of its commanders -
Oliver Cromwell - which perhaps is some 
indication of how highly it regarded 
Brereton's ability. 

A bibliography is provided but it has 
some surprising omissions. Neither James 
Hall's Memorials of the Civil Wars in Che
shire nor Rupert Morris's Siege of Chester 
are given. This means that the two most 
important first-hand narratives of the war 
in Cheshire and the Siege of Chester, TIle 
True and Brief Relation of Thomas Malbon, 
the Nantwich sequestrator, and Harleian 
2155 in the British Library, found among 
the papers of Randle Holmes, one of Ches
ter's war-time mayors, are not brought to 
the attention of students. 

In addition to these booklets Norton 
Priory Museum Trust has published The 
Brookes of Norton Priory, TI,e Civil War 
and After 1642-1660. Written by Andrew 
Abram, this is valuable because it deals 
with something otherwise likely to be 
overlooked: support for Brereton from an 
area of Cheshire where he had no connec
tions and little influence. From what An
drew Abram says it is obvious that, al
though Brooke avoided getting involved 
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in the Booth-Brereton quarrel which did 
so much to hinder the parliamentary war 
effort in Cheshire, his support was an in
valuable prop to Brereton. Not only did i t  
give the latter an additional foot regiment 
and an additional troop of horse, officered 
mainly by members of the Brooke family, 
but it enabled him to negate the power of 
the Savages in West Cheshire (see the ac
count in the booklet of their failed attack 
on Norton Priory) and keep control of the 
route into Cheshire from the north via 
Warring ton. The booklet is well illustrated 
by maps and plans and has several illus
trations made by Samuel and Nathaniel 
Buck in the early eighteenth century. The 
architecture shown in these reveals that 
little had been added since the time of 
Civil War and so for visual purposes they 
are as good as contemporary. 

One statement made more than once in 
this booklet, however, is of dubious auth
enticity. Whatever the objections by some 
of the gentry to Brereton's war-time com
mand, that he and his family were par
venus in the county could not possibly be 
sustained. There is plentiful evidence that, 
if the Cheshire families mentioned in Do
mesday Book are omitted, the Breretons 
had been in the county as long as most 
and far longer than Sir William's main op
ponents, the Booths, who only arrived 
(from Lancashire) in the fifteenth century. 

This apart, however, The Brookes of Nor
ton Priory is an admirable booklet and 
with the other four under review should 
provide much good reading for Civil War 
enthusiasts in the area. 



OTHER BOOK REVIEWS 
Manchester Ship Canal Movement. . from the cotton industry and another to 
Class, Work and Politics In late-Vlcta- build it on the inputs of artisans from a 

�:�u����:s��!.� ��i��:�t variety of in�ustries. Of course when the 

Paperback, 1 89pp, price unkn��n. shares were I�Ued not everyone had the 

ISBN 1 8533 075 1 .  
spare cash to mvest. But there is no doubt 

The 'movement' indicated in the title is that after numerous speeches, meetings 

not the . movement of trade or shipping, and marche� there was a tremendous 

the subject of most ship canal histories surge of feehng from both masters and 

but is revealed by the book's subtitle. Th� men to get the project started. The reasons 

author is, in fact, critical of most canal his- were not only the trade tariffs, but the fu

tories as being about the engineering feats ture of declining Manchester was at stake. 

involved or the trad� generated which he !here was serious unemployment, which 

regards as very anodyne approaches. It was thought would be alleviated, and 

What are important to the author are the the Suez and recently-started Panama 

human efforts which were going on 
'
be- Canal were there as models. For a decade 

hind the building of the canal _ how the there was almost harmony between mas

i�ea of a canal got off the ground in the ters, unions, cooperative movements and 

first place and how it turned into a Move- men. Then there was a struggle to get an 

ment. The book deals mainly with the de- act through Parliament, followed by the 

cade, 1884-1894, though it describes later shattering of a Liberal Free Trade dream 

events briefly, including the histori�l of � major worker contribution when the 

roots of the proposals for the proposed de- pr�Ject ran short of money and had to be 

velopment of Dumplington. The chapter balled out by Manchester Corporation, 

titles indicate the approach: The develop- seen he�e as t�e l.ocal 'state'. There was a 

ment of a Mass campaign; Trade Unions, tough fight Wlthm the Council to get a 

the Unemployed and the Ship Canal, La- loan agreed b��use the Liberals had only 

bour, Technology and Women in a Decade a narrow maJonty over the Tories, with 

of Change, etc. The venture is seen to have other groups holding the balance. 

necessitated the capture of men's minds This is a brief summary of part of the 

for its support, not only of the minds of story, a little of which is not without the 

capi�alists with large amounts of money to some releva�ce. to the �ltrincham area. 

put m to reap dividends, but of the minds Readers of thiS Journal Will remember the 

of ordinary working men, who it was article in the last issue on Marshall 

hoped would also support it with smaller Stevens who lived for a time in Bowdon. 

contributions. Dr. Harford pOints out the controversies 

At 
.
first th�re was no flood of support surroundin� the Ca�al - the particular 

from mfluential professional and commer- type of voting assOCIated with different 

cial men nor from politicians of either types �f shares, �he role of the municipal 

Liberal or Tory persuasion, nor from authonties, the acquisition of land and the 

working men and this had to be built up. clash of publi� and private interests. There 

One of the main aims was to make the were accusations of dubious financial 

project the fruit of investment from profits practice. "On one occasion it became clear 
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to the astonished shareholders that Mar
shall Stevens, their former manager, had 
attempted to buy the racecourse needed 
for the construction of the new No.9 Dock 
for £250,000 and sell it on to them for £1.2 
million!" 

The book is well-annotated, referenced 
and indexed. It has over a hundred illus
trations, many printed for the first time, 
some of the most interesting are cartoons 
and posters from the period. I would have 
liked to see a list of the illustrations which 
for some reason has not been included. 
That does not d etract from the book as an 
eye-opening, refreshing read and a major 
contribution not only to an understanding 
of the birth of the Ship Canal, but of the 
employer-labour relationships in the area 
at that time. 

Don 8ayliss 
Flickering Memories by Phlllp Martin 
Will lams and Davld L. Wllllams 
Tameslde MBC, Tameslde Local 
Studies Library, Stalybridge Library, 
Trinity Street, Stalybridge, Cheshire 
SK1 5 2BN 
30cm, paperback, 95pp, illustrations, 
£7.50 (plus £1 .00 p&p). ISBN 0 904506 
1 8 5. 
This book is concerned with the history of 
the cinemas in Ashton-under-Lyne. The 
first chapter deals with the beginnings up 
to 1919. The British equivalent of the 

American nickelodeons - the penny gaffs 
- were "cold and often flea ridden with 
smells filling the air". Often these picture 
halls were fire hazards so a Cinemato
graph Act was passed in 1909 to try to en
sure greater safety. 

The next period was 1920-1929 when fa
cilities were improved and the 'Talkies' 
arrived. This process continued between 
1930-1939 - often cinemas became positiv
ely luxurious with circle lounges and 
cafes, and the ever-popular ice-cream sel
ler. 

Cinemas really boomed between 1940 
and 1949, providing escape from grim re
ality. By 1959 the arrival of TV heralded 
the end of many cinemas. 

The book concludes with photographs 
and details of Ashton's cinemas with de
scriptions of their present uses - some for 
Bingo, one as a tyre fitting outlet and an
other as a church. The authors have writ
ten a thorough study of the subject which 
is of particular interest to this reviewer, 
who knew well many of the cinemas men
tioned. 

This is a very worthwhile piece of social 
history and Tameside MBC deserve con
gratulations for publishing yet another 
book on local history. 

Ron Higginbotham 

Local History Society News 
Please, if you belong to another history so- Ashton and Sale History Society 
ciety as well as the Altrincham History So- Meets at the Claremont Centre, Claremont 
ciety, could you let the Editor have a copy Road, Sale, on the first Wednesday of 
of their meetings programme for 1995/6. every month at 7.30pm. 

The Editor thanks Ashton and Sale His-
tory Society, Bowdon History, Manchester 
Heraldry Society, North West Gas Histori
cal Society. 
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Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire 
Meets at the Central Libraries, William 



Brown Street, Audio-Visual, Ground 
Floor, at 7.00pm 
21st September, 'Liverpool learned so
cieties in the early nineteenth century' and 
'The Liverpool commercial aristocracy 
1850-1914' 

. 

19th October, "The Career of a Slave Ship 
Surgeon and Captain'. 
16th November, 'Josiah Wedgwood in the 
North West'. 

Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian 
Society 
Meets at various venues in and around 
Manchester at various times. 

Macclesfield Heraldry Society 
Meets at To\\--nley Street Sunday School at 
7.30pm on Wednesdays. 

Manchester Heraldry Society 
Meets on Tuesdays at the Library of the 
Manchester and Lancashire family His
tory Society at Clayton House, 59 Picca
dilly, Manchester 1 (opposite Piccadilly 
Bus Station, near the Newton Street cor
ner) at 7.00pm. 

North West Gas Historical Society 
Not all dates and locations known, so �f in-

terested contact the Secretary, Diane 
Smith, clo I & C Sales, British Gas plc, 

. Hind Street, Birkenhead lAI 5DB. 
19th September, 1995, AGM and talk on 
Samuel Clegg (Altrincham) 
26th October, 1995, '''Low Finance in the 
High Weald": story of E.O. Preston and 
other fraudulent gas company promoters 
at the turn of the nineteenth century' 
(Stockport) 
21st November, 1995, film night (Old 
North West Gas HQ, Altrincham or Gould 
Street, Manchester) 
February 1996, talk by John Kennedy of 
John Kennedy (Civil Engineers) Ltd. 
March 1996, mini-topic evening. 

Stretford Local History Society 
Meets at Stretford Central Library, Kings
way, on the third Thursday of each month 
between September and July at 7.45pm. 

Wilmslow Historical Society 
Membership subscriptions: £8.00; visitors: 
£2.00. 
Contact the Chairman, J.T. Bever, 20 
Crossway, Bramhall, Stockport, Cheshire 
SK7 lLB for details of where the society 
meets, publications, etc. 

LOCAL B OOKS 
Old Ordnance Survey Maps of Lancashire. White
field and Besses 0' th' Barn. 22cm, folded paper
back, facsimile of 1907 edition, £1.75. ISBN 0 
85054 713 X. 

All published by Alan Godfrey Maps, 12 
The Off Quay Building, Foundry Lane, New-
castle NE6 1lli. 

-

Lancaster Valour: The Valour and the Truth by 
Clayton Moore, Compaid Graphics, Little Ash, 
Street Lane, Lower Whitley, Warrington WA4 
4EN. 3Ocm, hardback, 186pp, 32 illustrations, 
£13.50. ISBN 0 9517965 6 9. 

Lancashire Witch Craze: fennet Preston and the 

2/ 

Lancashire Witches, 1612 by Jonathan Lumby, 
Carnegie Press. 22cm, paperback, 224pp, illus
trations, charts, maps, £6.95. ISBN 1 85936025 4. 

Men at Work: Labourers and Building Craftsmen in 
the Towns of NortheTll England, 1450-1750 by Do
nald Woodward, Cambridge University Press. 
23cm, hardback, 300pp, 27 tables, Cambridge 
Studies in Population, Economy and Society in 
Past Time, No.26, £35.00. ISBN 0 521 47246 6. 
Liverpool in the 1930's and the Blitz by Ron Gar
nett, Palatine Books: Carnegie Publishing. 
21cm, paperback, 128pp, 15 illustrations, £5.95. 
ISBN 1 874181 055. 



The Diary of Henry Prescott, LL.B., Deputy Regis
trar of Chester Diocese. Volume II edited by John 
Addy and Peter McNiven, Record Society of 
Lancashire and Cheshire. 24cm, hardback, 
392pp, £10.00 to members of the Record Society 
(about £30.00 to non-members). 

Where Were You on VE Day?: Recollections of VE 
Day Compiled by Members of Salford Life Long 
Learning/University of the Third Age, Salford, City 
of, Arts and Leisure Department, Vulcan 
House, The Crescent, Salford MS 4NL. 30cm, 
paperback, 44pp, £1.99. ISBN 0 901952 51 6. 

1881 Census of Cheshire Surname and Location 
Index. Combined Index for Altrincham edited by 
M.F. Sheppard. 3Ocm, paperback, 52pp, £2.50. 
ISBN 1 874214 65 4. 
1881 Census of Cheshire Surname and Location 
Index. 
Vol. 3: Altrincham Registration District (Part) 
edited by M.F. Sheppard. 3Ocm, paperback, 
15pp, £2.SO. ISBN 1 87421454 9. 
Vol. 4: Altrincham Registration District (Part) 
edited by M.F. Sheppard. 3Ocm, paperback, 
22pp, £2.50. ISBN 1 874214 56 5. 
Vol. 5: Altrincham Registration District (Part) 
edited by M.F. Sheppard. 3Ocm, paperback, 
14pp, £2.SO. ISBN 1 874214 573. 

All published by Family History Society of 
Cheshire, c/o V. Noble, 20 Ratton Lane, Stret
ton, Warrington WA4 4NG. 

Victorian Handforth by Wilmslow Historical So
ciety, 17 Alton Road, Wilmslow, Cheshire. 
29cm, paperback, 40pp, 15 illustrations by Mary 
Birchall, £2.00. ISBN 0 9501384 7 9. 

First Industrial Society: Social History of Lanca-

shire, 1750-1850 by Chris Aspin, Camegie Pub
lishing. 24cm, paperback, 224pp, 75 illustration
s, new edition of 'Lancashire, the First Indus
trial Society', £9.95. ISBN 1 85936 0165 

Macclesfield Silk by Moira Step hens on, Chalford 
Publishing, St. Mary's Hill, Chalford, Stroud 
GL6 8NX. 24cm, paperback, 128pp, 200 illustra
tions, Archive Photographs Series, £8.99. ISBN 0 
7524 0019 3. 

Wartime Cheshire 1939-1945, Cheshire County 
Council, Tourism and Marketing Unit, Com
merce House, Hunter Street, Chester CHI 2QP. 
21cm, paperback, 108pp, 142 illustrations, 
maps, 2nd revised editions, £4.95. ISBN 0 
906759 82 X. 

Widnes by Widnes Historical Society, Chalford 
Publishing, St. Mary's Mill, Chalford, Stroud 
GL6 8NX. 24cm, paperback, 128pp, 200 illustra
tions, Archive Photographs Series, £8.99. ISBN 0 
752401173. 

The Compton Census of 1676: The Lancashire Re
turns edited by Margaret Panikkar, North West 
Catholic History Society, 10 Ellesmere Road, 
Pemberton, Wigan, Lancashire WN5 9LA. Price 
£1.00 (including p&p). No other information. 

The Compton Census was a census of 
people's religious affiliations and so a good 
source for religious historians. 

Civil War Stronghold: Beeston Castle at War 1642-
45 by John Barratt, Caracole Press, 43 Portland 
Street, Birkenhead L41 OBW. 21cm, paperback, 
24pp, 2 illustrations, 1 map, £2.95. ISBN 1 
900122 00 6. 

Magazines 
Buwdon Sheaf, the journal of the Bowdon History Centre for North-west Regiollal Studies Regional 
Society, No.25, March 1995. AS, 8pp, 2 issues, Bulletin, Summer 1995, New series, No.9. A5, 
SOp each. Available from Mrs Ann Redford, 96pp, 1 issue a year, £3.00. Available from the 
Hon. Secretary, Bowdon History Society, 5 Centre for North-west Regional Studies, 
Pinewood, Bowdon, Altrincham, Cheshire University of Lancaster, Fylde College, Bailrigg, 
WA14 3JQ. LancasterLA1 4YF. 

Articles include: 'The Dunham Massey Es- Articles include: 'Has the North West an 
tate'; 'Bowdon in the sixteenth and seventeenth Identity?'; 'Reluctant Conquerors? The Nor-
centuries: The Booths and Tippings - Landed mans in Cumbria'; 'The Co-<>p - A Brief Survey 
Gentry and Yeoman Retainers'. of Development in North West England c. 1820-

1994'; 'Why Don't You Put it on a Computer?'; 
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'Deare Onoured Mother and Father. The Let
ters of a Liverpool Apprentice in the 1 7605'; 
'Why Bother with Museums Anyway?'; 
'Memories of a Preston Childhood'; John 
Speed's Map of Lancashire'; 'Oral History in 
the Region'. 

Cheshire Archives and Local Studies Newsletter, 
No.6, Spring 1995. A4, 4pp, 4 issues a year, 
FREE. Available from Cheshire Record Office, 
Duke Street, Chester CHI lRL. 

News items include: 'Dangerous Waters: 
Joddrell Leigh in the South Atlantic' (on a letter 
from Joddrell Leigh to his sister-in-law, which 
includes a deScription of Napoleon in captivity 
on st. Helena; an item on the life of William 
Buckley; another on a boatman chOOSing a wife 
from the workhouse at Nantwich in 1895; 
pamphlet purchase; 'Court Rolls Cashe - The 
Manor and Forest of Macclesfield'; 'Tales from 
theShakerley Chest'; 'Catholic Records'. 

Chester Local History News, Spring 1995. A4,4pp, 
4 issues a year, FREE. Available from Chester 
City Record Office, Town Hall, Chester CHI 
2HJ· 

Items include: 'Buildings Old and New'; 
'Saint Plegmund: A Cestrian Archbishop of 
Canterbury'; 'Wartime Photos Appeal'. 

Cheshire Past, an annual review of archaeology 
in Chester, Issue 4, 1995. A4 landscape, 24pp, 1 
issue a. year, £3.50 (plus SOp p&p). Available 
from Adrian Tindall, the Editor, Cheshire Past, 
Cheshire County Council. Environmental Plan
ning, Commerce House, Hunter Street, Chester 
CHI 2QP (or from the Cheshire County Council 
Archaeology Unit stall at Cheshire Archaeology 
Day in Northwich, less the SOp p&p). 

Articles include: 'The North West Wetlands 
Survey: Results from Cheshire'; 'An Inscribed 
Roman Salt Pan from Shavington'; 'A New 
Roman Fortlet Near Stanlow'; 'Roman Remains 
lit Loushers Lane, WilderSpool'; 'Roman 
Middlewich and Other Work in Cheshire 1993-
4'; 'Chester Roman Amphitheatre: Excavations 
In 1993'; 'A Survey of Aldford Castle'; 'An Un
usual Feature in St. Mary's Church, Nantwich'; 
'Underwater Archaeology in Liverpool Bay'; 
'Chester City Council Archaeological Service 
1993-4'. 
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Gaslight, the newsletter of the Howard Green
field Archive and the North West Gas Historical 
Society, Nos.36, 37, 39, February, March and 
May 1995. A4, 6pp and 4pp, 10 issues a year, 
FREE at the moment. Available from Diane 
Smith, Secretary, North West Gas Historical S0-
ciety, Contract Trading, British Gas plc, Hind 
Street, Birkenhead L41 SOB. 

Items in No.36 include: 'From the Archives'; 
'Stonyhurst College'; 'Surnmerseats Revisited'; 
'Coke - the Odds-on Favourite'. 

Items in No.37 include: 'Roa Island and 
Greenodd Gasworks'; 'Billinge Gasworks'; 
'Flying by Gas - Again'; 'McGinky's Dozer'. 

Items in No.38 include: 'Liverpool Gas Co. -
The King's Braces'; a letter from Sir Waiter 
$cott and the merits of oil-gas and coal-gas; 
'BOwness-on-WindermereGasworks'. 

Items in No. 40 include; 'From the Howard 
Greenfield Archive'; 'Novelty - Always _ 
Novelty' (motto of John Jennison, founder of 
Belle Vue, Manchester>,; 'More on Roa Island 
Gasworks'; 'Ambleside Gasworks'; 'Are You 
Up There, W.R Chester?' 'Another Compstall 
Gasworks'. 

Greater Manchester Courier, No. 48, February and 
July 1995. A4,4pp and 6pp, 6 issues a year, £1.75 
(for postage only). Available from Greater Man
chester County Record Office, 56 Marshall 
Street, New Cross, Manchester M4 5FU. 

The items in February 1995 includes an ad
vert from Stockport Borough Council for some 
organisation or individual to write a new his
tory of Stockport. The editor will try to keep 
members posted on who gets the contract. 

News items in July 1995 include: 'Family 
From Rochdale?'; 'Ringley Chapel'; Prison Rec
ords; 'The Pack Horse, Deansgate'. 

Historic Society of LAncashire and Cheshire, News
letter of, No.l, May 1995. A4, 4pp, 4 issues a 
year, subscription to HSLC £12.00 a year (in
cludes newsletters and one volume of the Trans
actions of the Society). Available from the Dr. J. 
Hollinshead, Hon. Treasurer, HSLC, Liverpool 
Institute of Higher Education, Stand Park Road, 
Liverpool L 16 9LO. 

News of Society activities and publications. 

Liverpool Family Historian, the journal of the 



.. 

Liverpool and S.W. Lancashire Family History 
Society, Vol.l6, March 1994, No.l .  AS, 64pp, 4 
issues a year, £6.00 membership a year (country 
membership £5.00). Available from Mr Joe Grif
fiths, Jo�al Distribution and Publication 
Sales, 9 Manor Road, Lymm, Cheshire WA13 
OAY. 

Articles include: 'A Voyage to New Zea
land'; 'Cuts at the Record Office'; 'Don't Believe 
All You Were Told'; 'Manx Folk in Liverpool'. 

Manchester Region History Review, Volume IX, 
1995. A4, 1 12pp, 1 issue a year, £9.00. Available 
from the Editors, Manchester Region History 
Review, c/o the Manchester Metropolitan 
University, Ormond Building, Lower Ormond 
Street, Manchester MI5 6BX. 

Articles include: 'Parks for the People: The 
Development of Public Parks in Victorian Man
chester'; 'Newly Awakened Taste: The Rela
tionship Between an Artist and His Patron'; 
'Footpath Protection Societies in Mid-Nine
teenth Century Textile Lancashire'; 'Handloom 
Weavers and Popular Politics in Bolton, c.1825-
1850'; 'Lancashire Since 1900: Recent Research 
on Cotton'; 'Health and Safety in the Cotton In
dustry: A Literature Survey'; 'Labour in the 
Lancashire Cotton Industry'; '''It Was Worse 
Than Alcatraz". Working for Ford at Trafford 
Park'. 

Past Uncovered, The, the newsletter of the Ches
ter Archaeological Service, Spring and Summer 
1995. A4, 4pp, £1.20 for 4 issues a year (postage 
only). Available from Gill Dunn, Grosvenor 
Museum, 27 Grosvenor Street, Chester CHI 
2DD. 

Items in Spring 1995 include: 'All's Well at 
Plemstall!' (about St. Plegmund's Well at Plem
stall); 'Survey of mystery "enclosures" at 
Upton'; 'New light on Chester's Dark Row'. 

Items in Summer 1995 include: 'Chester pre
pares for Bank Holiday battle!'; Explorers' Club 
for children aged 8 to 16; 'Roman lead mining'. 

Rtlmsbottom Heritage Society News Magazine, No. 
n, Summer 1995. AS, 16pp, 2 issues a year, 
price unknown. Available from Mrs Dorothy 
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Moss, Hon. Secretary, Ramsbottom Heritage 
Society, The Heritage Centre, Carr Street, Rams
bottom, Bury, Lancashire BLO 9AE. 

Articles include: 'Ramsbottom Miscellanea'; 
'Ramsbottom lights up: our Town's Electrical 
Centenary'; 'VB day in Summerseat, and other 
Wartime Memories'; 'Edward F. Parkinson: Ly
tham's Package Tour Operator'; 'The Porritts of 
Melbourne, Australia'; 'Turnpike Finger Posts 
at Bradshaw, Ainsworth and Elton' (an object 
lesson in how to keep your eye on these vanish
ing pieces of ancient street furniture); 'Roger 
W0rthington'; 'An Acrostic Advertisement'; 
'RaIph Rooney'. 

Retrospect, the journal of Burnley and District 
Historical Society, VoU3, 1994-5. AS, 36pp, 
c.£1.50 each. Available from Mrs M. Haines, 
Membership Secretary, 24 Singleton Avenue, 
Read, Burnley, Lancashire BB12 7PJ. 

Articles include: 'More Than Just a Shop -
the Role of the Co-op in Bumley 1890-1914'; 
'Disaster at Union Colliery, Cliviger, 1866'; 'St. 
John's Padiham - Burnley, St. Mary's Third 
Daughter Church'; 'Burley Light Opera So
ciety'; 'Lowerhouse Printworks'; 'Dateline'. 

Stretford Chronic/e, journal of the Stretford Local 
History Society, Winter 1994 and Spring 1995. 
A4, 14pp, 4 issues a year. Price unknown. Avail
able from the Membership Secretary, M. Daw
son, 26 Sandy Lane, Stretford, Manchester M32 
9DA. 

Articles in Winter 1994 Issue include: 'I 
Didn't Know She Lived in Stretford'; '''From 
Your Dear Son Joseph Hulme'''; 'The Origins of 
the Present Lostock High School (up to 1970)'; 
'Barton Road Independent Methodist Church'; 
'High Schooldays'; 'The Primrose League'; 
'Reminiscences of Old Stretford - about 1896-
1923'. 

Articles in Spring 1995 Issue include: 'YE 
Day Remembered'; 'My YE Day'; 'Memories of 
Victoria Park School'; 'The Watch House, Canal 
Bank, Stretford'; 'Reminiscences of Old Stret
ford - about 1896-1923'; 'Manchester Guardian 
May 15th 1896: Evictions in Darkest Stretford'. 
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