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Because of the limited official documentation found on Bradbury Central School, I 
have relied on former pupils’ memories for much of the detail, for which I thank 
them.  I welcome corrections to the text for future editions. 
David Miller, davidmiller@talk21.com 
 
 
Frontispiece: Roger Colling’s 1984 drawing of the school from Queens Road.  The 
school house (the housewifery) is on the left with the girls’ entrance just behind it.  
The boys’ entrance is on the right of the building.  
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A PAPER TO MARK THE CENTENARY OF 
BRADBURY CENTRAL SCHOOL 1910-1985 

 
David Miller 

The 1902 Balfour Education Act 
 
At the beginning of the twentieth century there was disorder in the 
administration of education and Britain was falling behind its rivals, the 
USA and Germany, in this and other fields.  In order to remedy the 
situation the Education Act of 1902 was a major step in the reform of both 
elementary and secondary education.  In the new act administrative 
responsibility was given to local government bodies to be known as Local 
Education Authorities.  In Altrincham’s case the Urban District Council 
was not large enough to function as a separate body and so direction came 
from the county council at Chester.  Because of the size of the county, the 
area was divided into administrative sub-committees of which there was a 
representative officer in Altrincham Town Hall. 
 
From time to time the Central Board of Education in London issued 
regulations regarding the curriculum.  For example in 1904 all secondary 
schools were to introduce a school certificate in English language and 
literature, geography, history, a foreign language, mathematics, science, 
drawing, manual work, physical training, and household crafts for girls.  
 
The code of 1905 allowed the provision of higher elementary education 
and some LEAs took advantage of this by creating Higher Elementary 
Schools of which Bradbury was one, founded by Cheshire County Council 
from Chester, not Altrincham UDC.  Under the Act of 1907 other 
authorities such as Manchester created central schools at the outset.  
Bradbury was later to become one of these.  Apart from private schools 
and the ancient grammar schools, another new system ran side-by-side 
with the higher elementary system and that was grammar schools founded 
by LEAs.  Altrincham was to have two of these, one for girls and one for 
boys.  The majority of the boards of management of such schools were 
appointed by the LEA; there were no religious tests and at least 25% of the 
places were free.  Access to the free grammar school places from the 
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primary elementary sector was by a test at the age of 11, the ‘11-plus 
exam’.  Alternatively children in the elementary or secondary sector could 
leave at twelve and go into employment, or take a test similar to the 11-
plus to enter a higher elementary school (where fees were still paid) such 
as Altrincham Higher Elementary School which later became Bradbury 
Central School. 
 

Judge James Bradbury 
 
James Kinder Bradbury was born in 1847 the son of George Bradbury, a 
farmer of Kinders, Saddleworth, Oldham.  He was educated at Liverpool 
and Caius College, Cambridge.  He became a lawyer, qualified as a 
barrister, and practised at the Manchester Bar.  In 1875 James joined the 
Northern Circuit as a judge covering county courts in Bolton, Bury, 
Oldham and Rochdale.  In 1878 he married Grace Dowling from 
Timperley and they lived at Parkfield, Groby Place, Altrincham where 
their son Edward was born in 1881.  Judge Bradbury died of influenza and 
pneumonia in 1913 aged 65 at St. Raphael in the south of France while on 
a two-month holiday in Spain and the Riviera.  He is buried in the  
Alphonse Karr Cemetery in St. Raphael in a grave with the inscription 
“James Kinder Bradbury (1847-1913) of Altringham, Cheshire” on the 
gravestone.  The name of Judge Bradbury’s widow, Grace, who died in 
1924, is also inscribed on the stone. 
 

The Origins of the School 
 
Judge James Bradbury chaired the joint Altrincham, Bowdon, Hale and 
District Education Sub-Committee established in 1903.  It organised the 
building of Navigation Road and Stamford Park Schools in 1906.  In 1910 
the committee opened Altrincham Higher Elementary School (later 
renamed Bradbury Central) and Altrincham County High for Girls (later 
Altrincham Grammar School for Girls), and Judge James Bradbury was 
the chairman of the Board of Governors of these schools.  Altrincham 
County High for Boys (later Altrincham Grammar School for Boys) was 
opened in 1912.  The Roman Catholic authorities anticipated the state 
secondary schools by opening Loreto in 1909, then a small private 
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This early 1908 map shows the site of 
Bradbury Central, to be built where the 
word ‘Schools’ is opposite to Stamford Park 
Primary School on Queens Road.  The field 
is shown on the 1838 tithe map as Nearer 
Hey, enclosed from the Medieval Hale open 
field. It measured exactly one statute acre.  
The building over Queens Road from the 
bottom left corner of the field is Hale Field 
Farm.  Note the proximity of Stamford Park 
Primary School to the west and nursery 
fields to the south. 
 

secondary school for girls which moved to its present site on the Dunham 
Road in 1912. 
 

Bradbury Central School was 
opened in 1910 as Altrincham 
Higher Elementary School, 
providing commercial and 
domestic education for 250 
pupils with Mr Alfred William 
Boucher as head teacher.  It was 
renamed in honour of Judge 
Bradbury’s son, Captain Edward 
Kinder Bradbury VC, after his 
death on 1 September 1914 in 
World War I. 
 
Pupils came from a wide area 
including Northwich, Knutsford, 
Lymm and Cheadle.  The school 
had a high reputation for 
commercial subjects.  In 1910 
pupils could leave school at age 
twelve if they and their parents 
wished and many went into 
commerce, industry and the 
building trade.  Compulsory ages 
for school attendance were:  to 
age 10 in 1880, 11 in 1893, 12 in 
1899, 14 in 1918, 15 in 1947, 16 
in 1972. 

 
The first pupils at the school included those from the 1858 Independent 
British Schools situated off what is now Oxford Road, Altrincham.  Over 
the next few years Bradbury Central provided education for a wide-
ranging population, taking its place in an education system with grammar 
schools at the top accessed by examination and producing academics and 
scientists, and including the Roman Catholic Loreto and private schools 
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such as Bowdon College and Culcheth Hall.  Grammar school fees would 
have loomed large for families with small incomes, especially when added 
to the price of uniforms, and no doubt many children who passed the 11+ 
exam would not get to grammar school because of the extra costs 
involved. 
 
Bradbury must have been one of the first, if not the first, in the area to be 
co-educational.  Strong efforts were made to control relationships, 
including separate entrances, cloakrooms and playgrounds for boys and 
girls, and there was a school rule about not speaking to the opposite sex 
when coming to and from school. 
 

The Opening Ceremony 
 
At the opening ceremony 
for the school architect, 
Percy D Lodge, handed 
over the key and John 
Macnamara proposed a 
vote of thanks for the 
chairman.  Mr Macnamara 
was at that time an 
Altrincham councillor and 
the noted Altrincham 
architect of Mossburn 
Buildings on Stamford 
New Road.  In the evening 
a programme of music 
was led by the school 
orchestra.  The 1st violins 
were Edgar Pickstone 
(leader), Francis 
Moorman, Douglas 
Megson, Jennie Bell; 2nd 
violins Reginald Gleave, 
Walter Collins, Lyndon 
Hall, Edna Rowley; ’cello 
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Bradbury (Mike Arron) 

Ida Taylor; pianists Clarice Petrement and Sybil Crossley.  There was also 
a school choir and soloist Laura Boucher. 
 
The school opened for pupils on Monday 15 August 1910 at a cost of 6d 
per week (perhaps £3 in 2010 values) but there were scholarships. 
 
Buildings 
 
The main school building included a hall surrounded by classrooms (see 
the plans and drawings in appendix 3).  The hall was used for assemblies, 
dances, games and as a gym.  There were separate boys’ and girls’ 
entrances but no front door.  The drawings show six classrooms on the 
ground floor with 25 desks per room, two per desk for around 260-plus 
pupils.  There is also an art room on the ground floor.  The upper floor 
contained practical rooms including science.  There were two separate 
buildings for woodwork/metalwork and housewifery (probably built as the 
caretaker’s house originally).  For some years two teachers lived in the 
housewifery building and both boys and girls practised their housekeeping 
skills in a real situation, making the beds, washing up, washing and 
ironing.  The housewifery building was also used by Bowdon Church 
School.  Later there was an additional prefabricated building for cooking 
and baking. 
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Entrances for Girls and Boys at Bradbury (Mike Arron)  
 

School Houses 
 
Until 1930 the school was divided into eight houses, four for girls and four 
for boys.  In 1930 the houses were reduced to four, combining girls and 
boys:   
 
 

Girls  Girls & Boys  Boys 
York → York (blue) ← Beatty 
Lancaster → Lancaster (red) ← Bradbury 
Tudor → Tudor (green) ← Cornwell 
Stuart → Stuart (yellow) ← Haig 
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School Mottos 
 
The boys’ motto was “To set the cause above renown; To love the game 
beyond the prize.” 
The girls’ motto was “Henceforth the school and you are one; And what 
you are the race shall be.” 
 

The Staff 
 
Head Teachers (approximate dates)  Headmistresses   
 
Mr A W Boucher  1910-1932 
Mr R W Shuard  1932-1952   Miss Young 
Mr C Rigby (JP)  1952-1957   Mrs Knight 
Mr K D Bradshaw  1957-1959 
Mr W Terry   1959-1976   Miss Docker 
Mr R L Shotton   1976-1985 
 
Teachers 
 
In 1914 the staff were listed as A W Boucher (headmaster), Miss I Clark 
(housewifery), Miss M E Cooke, (biology & maths), J Crossley 
(commercial & literary English & music), A Grounds (physics), J Nutall 
(woodwork), Mrs A Oldham (cookery), Miss L Southwell (hygiene & 
sewing), Miss R Underwood (French), A E Walden (chemistry). 
 
Teachers listed in 1951 were R H Bates, N Bispham, Miss P Bradshaw, T 
N Burbage, Mrs D B Burke, Mrs B Derbyshire, Miss B Edisford, W L 
Evans, R Finch, Miss B Foote, S Griffiths, A Laurence Jones, F Knowles, 
Mrs J P Lawson, C H Mann, Miss B Mills, A Mitchell, R W Murray, Miss 
E V Platt, C Rigby, Mrs D Riley, Miss M J Searle, Miss P E Thomas, B H 
Whinfield. 
 
Staff in 1956 included: Miss Berry (English & maths), Mrs Docker 
(English & geography), Miss Foote (housecraft), Miss Gardner (art & 
games), Miss Hodges (needlework), Miss Searle (housecraft), Mr Bispham 
(light crafts), Mr Burbage (handicrafts), Mr Christie (religious 
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knowledge), Mr Evans (English & maths), Mr Griffiths (maths, science & 
mechanics), Mr Hall (history), Mr Jones (science & biology), Mr Knowles 
(art), Mr Mitchell (music), Mr Pritchard (library), Mr Somers 
(handicrafts), Mr Whinfield (rural studies, technical drawing & the school 
garden), Mrs Armstrong (commercial subjects), Mrs Atkinson 
(needlework), Mrs Burke (history, maths, games & dancing), Mrs 
Derbyshire (physical training), Mrs Docker (geography), Mrs Gray 
(English, geography, maths & games), Mrs Knights (housecraft), Mrs 
Mayers (geography & maths), Mrs Westbrook (maths & religious studies), 
Mrs Yarrow (canteen). 
 
The staff list in 1964/5 consisted of: Mr A Prescott (5th form), Mrs M 
Helm (4TC),  Mr D Hicking (4th), Mr J Burbage (4PB), Mrs D Burke 
(4PG), Mr S Griffiths (3TC), Mrs J Bates (3TH), Mr W L Evans (3PB),  
Miss M J Searle (3PG), Mr W K Smith (2A), Miss D McGregor (2Alpha), 
Mr D Rutter (2b), Mrs F D Armstrong (2R), Miss D M Bailey (1A), Miss 
S Henry (1Alpha), Miss E Dransfield (1B), Miss E Berry (1R), Mr J 
Thomas (physical education), Mr D G Wilson, (Science), Miss B Foote 
(domestic science), Mr N Bispham (Craft), Mr P W Braun (woodwork), 
Mr S G Whitehead (deputy head & French), Miss L Docker (senior 
mistress), (Peter Braun). 
  
Teachers’ names in 1984 included Adams, Bouder, Greenough, Knowles, 
Nuttall, Stearman, Turner, Walden, and Young.  
 

Subjects Taught 
 
Girls and boys were taught together in most classes, but with the girls on 
one side and the boys on the other. 
 
In 1910 the school prospectus encouraged potential pupils to apply for 
entry to the school.  Pupils received practical training in preparing them 
for industry and commerce.  They had to be aged between 12 and 13 on 
admission and had to remain at school for three years.  There were free 
scholarships for at least a third of the scholars, based on an examination in 
English and arithmetic. 
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On the commercial course for both sexes the subjects taught were 
accounting, citizenship, drawing, drill, English language and literature, 
French, history, manual instruction, mathematics, music, practical 
geography, practical science, shorthand, sport, and writing and 
composition.  Boys were also taught metalwork and woodwork, and girls 
had classes in cookery, housewifery, hygiene and laundry. 
 
Teachers previously listed in 1956 illustrate the wide range of subjects 
taught.  In addition, accountancy, citizenship, cookery, drawing, 
metalwork, shorthand, typing and woodwork were offered. 
 
The domestic course for girls consisted of drawing, drill, English language 
and literature, geography, history, maths, music, and writing and 
composition.  Games included cricket, football, hockey and swimming.  
Classes were numbered 1a, 2a, 3a, 4a (commercial) and 1b, 2b, 3b, 4b 
(technical).  Later there was a fifth year.  Class sizes from 1960s photos 
show an average of 33, say 35 allowing for a couple missing from a class. 
 
Below is a weekly timetable for class 4 commercial in 1958 with the 
names of the teachers underneath: 
 
M History 

Hall 
Commerce 
Armstrong 

Games 
Gardner 

Music 
Mitchell 

English 
Gray 

History 
Hall 

English 
Gray 

T PT 
Derbyshire 

Maths 
Westbrooke 

Geog 
Docker 

Art 
Gardner 

Commerce 
Armstrong 

Religion 
Westbrook 

W English 
Gray 

Maths 
Westbrooke 

Commercial 
Armstrong 

Commercial 
Armstrong 

T Needlework 
Atkinson 

Maths 
Westbrooke 

Geog 
Docker 

Commerce 
Armstrong 

English 
Gray 

Commerce 
Armstrong 

Religion 
Westbrook 

F Housecraft 
Knights 

Dancing 
Burke 

Music 
Mitchell 

Games 
Gray 

English 
Gray 

 
School certificates were awarded in July following Joint Matriculation 
Board exams.  After World War II a night school was held at Bradbury 
with subjects such as woodwork, metalwork, technical drawing, languages, 
photography, and art & craft. 
 

11 



 

Open Days & Speech Days 
 
An Open Day was held on Friday 20 July 1956 in the afternoon and 
evening.  There were exhibitions of work (see the 1956 staff list).  In the 
afternoon and evening there was country dancing, physical education, a 
dress parade, dramatics, and the choir, recorders and violins. 
Speech days were probably held most years except for the war time.  Two 
memorabilia illustrate the format of the meetings: 
 
A Speech Day was held at the Stamford Hall, Altrincham on Wednesday 
30 January 1957 at 7:15pm.  The event was chaired by Harold B Moore, 
the chairman of the governors, and the speaker was Dr F C Couzens, JP, 
headmaster of Hyde County Grammar School.  The school song was sung 
followed by the headmaster’s (C Rigby) report.  Four songs were sung by 
the school choir, followed by the chairman’s remarks, and the presentation 
of prizes by the Dr Couzens.  Form and subject prizes, and certificates 
were awarded.  Inter-house trophies, the Boucher cup, the Clegg Shield, 
the Harry Searle cup, the Redford cup, the Eustace Parker cup, and the 
Adams cup were presented for athletics.  The strings then played four 
pieces, and recorders two.  Dr Couzens addressed the assembly, the head 
girl and head boy expressed the school’s thanks to the speaker, and the 
school hymn was sung.  The Rev. John Heywood offered a prayer and the 
national anthem was sung. 
 
A Speech Day was held in the Stamford Hall on Wednesday 19 February 
1958 when the speaker was S H Woodiwiss, principal of Alsager Training 
College, with Harold B Moore as the chairman.  The proceedings were 
similar to 1957.  The school song was sung, the headmaster (K D 
Bradshaw) gave his report, there were two songs by the school choir, the 
chairman’s remarks, an address by S H Woodiwiss, two songs by the 
choir, presentation of prizes, an expression of thanks by head girl Margaret 
Walker and head boy Anthony Williams, and the school hymn and the 
national anthem were sung. 
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Plays, Musicals and the School Band 
 
There was a strong musical tradition at the school.  The operetta The 
Daughter of the Regiment was performed in 1910, and in the 1950s and 
60s the tradition owed a great deal to music teacher Laurence Jones, and 
later to Margaret Bailey.  Laurence staged The Band Wagon Show on 
November 12-13 1954 and there was a musical evening on 30 March 1960 
with soloists, folk dancing, duets, a brass band, and a choir. 
 
On the 4 to 6 May 1961 a comic operetta The Secret Weapon, libretto by 
Maureen Fell and music by Laurence Jones, was produced.  Clive Miller 
aged 17 led the violins, one of which was his tutor Tony Smith.  Laurie 
later initiated the Hale Light Orchestra, assisted by Tony and Clive.  The 
Princess and the Swineherd was staged 24 to 26 May 1962, directed by 
Lilian Docker.  Three one-act plays were produced from 1 to 3 May 1963, 
directed by Duncan Rutter, Laurence Jones and Lilian Docker.  The Bells 
of Bruges was performed on Thursday to Saturday 30 April to 2 May 
1964, produced by Mrs M Fell and Laurence Jones.  There was a musical 
evening on 15 March 1967 with a choir.   
 
Richard Hagon writes: “In March 1968 the school presented a musical 
play in two acts called The Seventh Dungeon.  Over fifty boys took part 
and the school hall was transformed into a theatre, with staging, lighting 
and a full-height backdrop painted in the art room.  During the next few 
years the Bradbury Boys’ Brass Band performed many concerts. The 
following gives some idea on how busy they were throughout the school 
year:  On the 26 March 1969 a brass band concert included pieces by 
Haydn, Brahms and Offenbach.  On the 11 July 1969 a musical evening, 
featured a ’cello solo by Peter Carney, a tenor horn solo Bist du bei mir by 
J S Bach performed by Richard Hagon, and a cornet duet by John Hawker 
and Peter Henstock, with musical director Margaret Bailey.  17 Dec 1969 
A Christmas brass band concert featured a clarinet solo by Peter Waters, 
euphonium solo by Philip Young and songs by the first and third year 
pupils.  On the 18 March 1970 a brass band concert featured a clarinet solo 
by Peter Waters, a cornet solo by John Hawker and a euphonium solo by 
Philip Young.  In April 1970, the brass band went to Seaton in South 
Devon to perform in several venues: the Memorial Hall, Colyford, Seaton 
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Methodist Church, Woodroffe School, Lyme Regis, and Cross Road 
Community Centre in Seaton.  The boys camped out in a local field which 
was enjoyable but a bit chilly at times!  On 18 April 1970 the band took 
part in the Heaton Mersey Music Festival.  On the 8 July 1970 an end-of-
term concert featured solos by Peter Waters, Philip Young and a clarinet 
trio by Peter Waters, Richard Hagon and Robert Reid.  This was the final 
concert for us all in the 5th year as we departed our school life for pastures 
new at college and to start our working lives.  All of us in the band were 
eternally grateful for the time and effort put in by Margaret Bailey (music 
teacher), Charles Holt (band tutor), and Mr Lincoln (band tutor) who made 
our musical life at school so enjoyable.” 
 

Sports Days 
 
Pupils were very enthusiastic about sports activities and sports days were 
held on the playing fields at the side of the school on summer evenings.  
The school also took part in inter-school sports at other local schools.  
Examples of sports day programmes include: 
 
Year Events 
1931 The first recorded sports day was held on 1 July 1931 at 6:30 pm.  

Events included flat races, a plant pot race, hoop races, high jump, 
sack races, skipping, relay, slow cycle, hockey dribbling, a potato 
race, an obstacle race, long jump, netball shooting, wheelbarrow, 
and a tug-of-war.  Trophies were distributed by J Clegg, the 
chairman of Altrincham, Bowdon and Hale & District Education 
Sub-Committee, and chairman of the school managers.  The 
headmaster was R W Shuard and the admission programme cost 2d.  
The Altrincham Borough Prize Band entertained. 

1932 13 July. Trophies were again presented by J Clegg.  The Clegg 
Shield was presented for swimming, and the Boucher Cup for house 
champions was presented by scholars and staff to commemorate the 
retirement of the first headmaster, A W Boucher.  The Altrincham 
Borough Band entertained. 

1933 5 July. Guests included J Clegg and trophies were distributed by A 
B Ireland, JP.  The judges were E Mealor, J Pickston, J Southern. A 
swimming gala was held in September. 
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1934 11 July.  J Clegg was chairman and trophies were distributed by 
Miss O Earlam, Inspector of Schools, Cheshire County Council. 

1935 17 July.  J Clegg chairman and trophies were distributed by the Rev. 
Miles Williams. 

1936 1 July.  Trophies were distributed by J B Hall, County Organiser of 
Physical Training.  

1938 13 July.  Trophies were distributed by Right Hon. Earl of Stamford, 
Mayor of Altrincham.  The judges were T Barnett, E Mealor, J 
Southern (all head teachers).   

1939 28 June at 6:30pm.  Trophies were distributed by Miss M Altham, 
County Organiser of Physical Training.  

1984 The final Annual Athletic Sports Day for the school was held in the 
afternoon of 18 July and the staff played the Old Boys at cricket at 
5pm.  The staff cricket team consisted of R L Shotton (capt), J T H 
Allen, Barry Comar, R H James, M C M Ridley, R G Jones, D 
Shaw, J Thomas, A G Tyrie, D P Lilly, and J Morris. 

 

Out-of-School Activities 
 
Activities included inter-school football, cricket, and netball; a school 
camp in 1964; camping and archery in Tatton Park; inter-school sports 
days; school dances; visits abroad; staff cricket and hockey matches; 
weekend field trips; various school clubs and publications.  Clubs included 
at various times: puppet, model-making, dancing, rabbit, judo, antiquarian 
society, art, photography, chess, volleyball, cross-country, camping, stamp 
collecting, gym, the prefects club, and the lunch-hour club. 
 

Visits Abroad 
 
Vibrant cultural activities were reported in the school magazine and 
weekly newsletter.  Thirty pupils and six teachers travelled by train and 
boat to Switzerland on 20 April 1954.  Mount Pilatus was ascended by bus 
on the last day to 7000 feet where the snow was reported to be 30 to 40 
feet deep.  On 26 May 1955 there was an extensive holiday in Italy when 
3,000 miles were covered by coach.  The party first drove to the Channel 
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and crossed to see the Somme Battlefield.  They then drove on to Milan, 
Florence, Sienna, Rome (where they saw the Colosseum, the Arch of 
Titus, climbed to the top of St. Pauls, and saw the Pope), Naples, Pompei, 
and Capri (where they saw Gracie Fields’ property and reported that house 
prices were very cheap!).  From the hostel they could see Naples, Vesuvius 
and Pompeii.  On the return journey they saw Pisa with its tower leaning 
16 feet, Genova, San Remo, Nice, Fontainebleau, Paris, and Dunkirk. 
 

The Annual School Magazine 
 
The Blue Eagle,  the school magazine, was produced annually from 1953 
to 1983 at least and illustrates a wide range of social and cultural activities, 
including holidays abroad.  The school was obviously thriving.  The 
magazine was well-produced and contained an editorial.  The magazine 
forms an invaluable source of information about school life and out-of-
school activities.  The 1953/54 editions were supervised by Mr Rigby and 
Mr Finch.   
 
The 1953 edition was edited by Valerie Smith (the daughter of local 
musician Tony Smith) and Hugh Robertson.  It gave a detailed account of 
activities at the school, each article by a different pupil.  It included songs, 
quizzes, drawings, narratives, sports results, riddles, poems, stories, jokes, 
clubs, excerpts from books, rural studies, pets, embarrassing moments, 
school houses’ activities, and Parent/Teacher Association activities (which 
started in 1953). 
 
The 1954 edition was edited by Barbara Renshaw and Lance Wilson.  The 
magazine reported the speech day on 19 January, which included choirs 
and the recorder group.  A school concert was held on the last day of term.  
The PTA held a garden fete in September.  On the 15 December 100 cakes 
were displayed for judging. 
 
In 1955 Janet Ward and Kenneth Chorlton were the editors.  On the 2 May 
there was a trip to Moreton Old Hall.  On the 26 May there was an 
extensive holiday in Italy   There were visits to Kendall Milne’s dairy, 
corporation greenhouses, Manchester Library Theatre, and Stratford-on-
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Avon.  There was an open day on the 13 July, which included access to the 
school canteen. 
 
The 1959 edition reported visits to Austria, Rome, the Isle of Wight and 
London.  An operetta was performed, and there was a drama festival.  
There were visits to the Daily Mail, the Manchester Ship Canal, and the 
Wedgwood Social Services Club. 
 
In 1961 there were visits to the Stork Margarine Factory, Kemsley House, 
and an Altrincham Council meeting,   The Easter camp on Anglesey was 
reported, a holiday in Venice, and trips to Edinburgh and New Brighton.  
There were updates on the school library, and on musical activities.  
 
In 1962 there were visits to the Refuge Assurance Society in Manchester, 
and Barton Power Station.  There was feedback from the School Leavers 
Conference at the YMCA buildings on Ashley Road, Altrincham, and on 
clubs’ activities. 
 
The 1964 edition included the head girl’s and head boy’s reports, the 
speech day, a garden fete, and camping at Tatton.  A fifth year was 
introduced for external examinations.  There was a trip to London and 
prefects’ dances.  Many Hallé Orchestra visits were made and clubs were 
reported.  The antiquarian society visited Warburton and Lymm Churches, 
and there was a camp at Tatton Park when food was prepared, scientific 
studies made, mapping carried out, the hall and gardens visited, and a 
survey of Ashley made.  Parents visited at night when there was a bonfire.  
Later there was a visit to Ashley Hall Farm by train, the Heinz factory, 
camping at Rhoscolyn near Holyhead, and a visit to White & Swales shops 
at 2 Cross Street and 55 George Street.  White & Swales was one of the 
firms placing advertisements in the magazine. 
 
One of the last magazines, in 1983, reported on clubs, the school library, 
the school vehicle and trailer used for canoes, and a skiing holiday. 
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The School’s Weekly Journal 
 
The journal was produced for 1953-54, initially edited by Hilda Bishop, 
assisted by Enid Brown and reported on sports activities, particularly 
matches against other schools.  It also throws light on other activities such 
as trips to the theatre. 
 
1953  
Sept 

4 
Issue 1.  There were reports on football, netball, and the puppet 
and lunch hour clubs. 

21 A report was given on the 80th Altrincham Agricultural Show 
which included cattle, dogs, rabbits, cavies, poultry, garden and 
farm produce.  Football was Sale v Bradbury. 

28 Football was Royal Deaf School v Bradbury & St. Bedes v 
Bradbury. 

Oct 
5 

There was a Blackpool Illuminations trip.  Football was Lymm 
Grammar v Bradbury and netball was Bradbury v Ashton-on-
Mersey. 

12 Football was Altrincham Grammar School v Bradbury and netball 
Loreto Convent v Bradbury. 

19 Football was Bradbury v Knutsford Secondary and netball 
Bradbury v Wellington Road. 

Nov 
2 

Football was St. Bedes v Bradbury.  A school dance was held on 
23 October including old scholars, reported by Valerie Smith.  A 
careers talk was given. 

9 Football was Stretford v Bradbury and netball Bradbury v 
Culcheth Hall juniors. 

23 A visit to the nearby gasworks was organised. There was no sport.   
Dec 

7 
Netball was Bradbury v Sale Moor.  There was a display of about 
70 Christmas cakes. 

1954  
Jan 
11 

Editors were Enid Brown and Rita Martin.  Football reported was 
Bradbury v Ashton-on- Mersey. 

18 Football was Bradbury v Ashton-on-Mersey and netball Ashton-
on-Mersey v Bradbury. 

25 Football was Bradbury v Sale Moor. 
Feb A speech day was held at the Stamford Hall on the 27 January.  
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1 The school song, school hymn, and national anthem were sung 
and the 1953 film The Conquest of Everest was shown.  The 
dancing club was reported. 

8 A school dance was held on 5 February. 
15 Preparation was made for a trip to Switzerland.  Badminton and 

table tennis were reported. 
Mar 

1 
Football was Bradbury v Lymm Grammar and netball Bradbury v 
St. Bedes. 

8 Issue 21. Football was Wellington Road v Bradbury. 
15 Football was Manchester Grammar v Bradbury and netball 

Bradbury v Culcheth Hall. 
22 Football was Bradbury v Wellington Road and netball Bradbury v 

Sale Moor (2nd). 
29 Football was Royal Deaf School v Bradbury and netball Bradbury 

v Sale Moor. 
April 

5 
Netball was Bradbury v Loreto Convent and a netball rally held at 
Sale Moor School included Ashton-on-Mersey, Sale Moor, 
Wellington Road, Culcheth, and the Calico Printing Association. 

May 
3 

Rita Martin was the editor, assisted by Susan Barker.  The visit to 
Switzerland on 20 April and a school dance for leavers were 
reported. 

10 Football was Bradbury v Bredbury and netball Nantwich v 
Bradbury. 

17 Football was Ellesmere Port v Bradbury and cricket Timperley 
Cricket Club juniors v Bradbury. 

24 A sports day was held at Altrincham Boys’ Grammar School 
(ABGS) and cricket was Bradbury under 14s v ABGS.  

31 Issue 30.  The editor was Rita Martin assisted by Susan Barker.  
Football was Bradbury v Grange from Ellesmere Port.  The 4th 
annual inter-schools athletic meeting was held at ABGS. 

June 
14 

Issue 31. Cricket was Bradbury Under 15s v ABGS. 

21 Cricket was Bradbury under 14s v ABGS. 
28 A county sports day was held at Sir John Deane’s Grammar 

School, Northwich with 1000 competitors. 
July 
12 

In the final issue of the term the school sports day was reported 
together with a visit to the Piccoli Puppet Theatre. 
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St. Andrew’s Court from Queens Road 
(DM) 

2010 Reunion 
(Bryn Mallion) 

The School Closes 
 
In 1965 the girls moved to Delahays 
School on Green Lane, Timperley 
and Bradbury became known as 
Bradbury Boys School.  Bradbury 
closed in 1985 after 75 very 
successful years.  The teachers and 
pupils were transferred to Delahays 
School which became Green Lane 
Secondary School, and is now the 
Altrincham College of Arts.  Sadly 
for many people, the Bradbury 
buildings were demolished and St. Andrew’s Court retirement apartments 
were built on the site with a playing field retained for the use of Stamford 
Park School. 
 

Reunions 
 
Bryn Mallion has organised reunions for 20 
years, the first in 1991 at the Cresta Court 
attended by 250 former pupils and teachers, then 
in 1998 and 2004.  He organised a very 
successful centenary reunion at the Stamford 
Arms, Bowdon on the 19 February 2010, when 
156 people attended. 
 

Pupils’ and Teachers’ Memories of the School 
 
Several former Bradbury and teachers pupils have contributed memories 
of the school which illustrate life there.  
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Michael Arron 
I was at Bradbury Central School from about 1939 to 1944.  My memories 
of the school are getting a bit blurred now with the passage of time. I used 
to walk to school hail, rain or shine, and being late was not a option.  The 
only exception to this was if, during the night there had been an air raid, 
you could arrive later.  Although I don’t remember the details it was 
always a good reason for being late.  The headmaster in my day was Mr 
Shuard who was a great believer in corporal punishment where one was 
sent to stand on the black line outside his room and await your fate.  Mr 
Knowles was the art teacher who use to beat you with a T-square.  You 
were then sent down to the woodwork teacher, a Mr Wood (strangely 
enough), with the broken T-square for repair.  From time to time we were 
in danger of running out of them.  In this day and age he would have been 
in deep trouble.  Mr Wood was known as Joe Wood and during the war at 
woodwork lessons we were put to work making garden gates because the 
iron ones had been taken to make war materials.  I think we supplied a gate 
for most homes in Cleveland Road, Hale.  Strangely, that is where Joe 
lived and, as I lived quite close by, I delivered the finished product to most 
houses; a bit of private enterprise I expect. 

I had Mr (Eggie) Evans as my class teacher, a nice man.  Frank 
(Dinkie) Burrows took some of our lessons.  He ran a dancing school with 
his wife Elsie in Willowtree Road, Altrincham, a profitable sideline.  As 
most of the class went to his dancing school we had a pretty easy time with 
Frank because if he upset us he would lose a valuable source of clients.  
He always seemed to walk as though he was practising dance steps.  We 
had homework of sorts but most of the time, because of air raid warnings, 
it was not done.  

During the war we were, for a short time only, at school for half days 
because of the influx of children from areas where the air attacks caused 
great destruction.  I don’t remember any special activities for Christmas; 
life was pretty austere at this time.  I don’t think in my day we ever had a 
speech day.  The school hours were from 9am to 4pm.  I don’t remember 
how long we had for lunch but I walked home because we could not stay 
for school dinners if we lived within a certain distance from the school. 
The school hall was a fine building where morning assembly was held and 
games in bad weather.  A Mrs Wear bashed hell out of the piano: Onward 
Christian Soldiers sticks in my mind. 

21 



We used to take all sorts to school which we had found lying around 
after air raids.  Mr Shuard used to get very excited about this and made us 
hand it all to the constable on point duty at the top of Queens Road.  The 
poor man must have gone home loaded with all sorts of bits that had 
dropped out of the sky.  One time a German aircraft was shot down and 
most of it finished up at Bradbury and had to be returned.  Most of us kept 
a bit back. 

We played football and cricket against other schools, rarely winning, 
as the headmaster had a fondness for stopping games for a month for some 
minor infringement, so we did not get all that much practice.  We used to 
play against the Altrincham Boys Grammar School, and Wadham House 
School on Arthog Road who we did beat from time to time.  I used to like 
history and geography.  For some strange reason which I can only guess at, 
the boys and girls were not allowed to mix, speak or associate with each 
other in any way even walking to and from school, which was daft as the 
girl who lived next door to us went to Bradbury so we walked together and 
split at the bottom of Queens Road, but Mr Shuard had eyes everywhere.  I 
enjoyed most of my time there even digging for victory on the school 
playing fields.   

We spent some time in the school air raid shelters during alerts.  On 
one occasion we were on the way to the shelters when we stopped to watch 
two planes flying around.  Mr Schuard appeared as if magic shouting, “Get 
along, it will drop a bomb.” (An incendiary was dropped in the school yard 
on 25 September 1940).  We used to sing songs in the shelters.  I don’t 
remember if the girls shared the shelters which was not very likely given 
the sort of apartheid which existed.  In class, boys on one side and girls on 
the other, we were not allowed to communicate though notes were passed 
just to beat the system I suppose. 

We had a school uniform: navy blazers piped in light blue and a cap 
with light blue band and badge.  Other teachers I remember were a Mr and 
Mrs Burke, both great teachers.  Mrs Young seemed to be in charge of the 
girls.  Mr O’Brien use to take some lessons and games.  He was a good 
teacher and we all seemed to like him. 

I don’t remember much about what we did during our break times.  I 
think we all had a small bottle of milk then played outside.  Marbles had a 
season and swapping cigarette cards.  The school windows were covered 
in a net in case of blast from air raids but in certain rooms a spy hole was 
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left for the headmaster to peep into the class rooms as he went on his 
rounds. 

On one occasion I think a bomb damaged the building but did not 
affect our lessons.  We were soon back to full-time schooling at Bradbury 
though the numbers must have increased with the influx of evacuees, 
making for larger classes.  Some came from London and we found it 
difficult to understand what some them said but we all rubbed along 
together.   

We had swimming lessons once a week, walking to Altrincham 
Baths.  There was no bus to transport us around.  I even gained a 
swimming certificate.  Many friends were made and I still meet two of 
them Geoffrey Stanley and Arthur Tyler, and we have a pub lunch once a 
week together. 

I seem to remember we were seated two-to-a-desk with ink wells 
which had to be filled; what a mess we could get into with the ink.  We 
entered some competitions and one I remember was to design and paint a 
poster for Wings-for-Victory Week.  Mine was considered good enough to 
exhibit and it was on show in a shop in Hale.  We also made models under 
the watchful eye of Mr Wood in the woodwork lessons.  On the whole we 
had a pretty good education at Bradbury.  At least we all left being able to 
read and write and taught manners like giving up our seat on a bus to a 
lady or gent. 

It was a shame to demolish such a fine building and everything was 
scrapped including the parquet floors in the hall and classrooms.  On 
leaving school I took up photography, attended Manchester College of 
Technology and worked for Northern Press in Hale where my first 
assignment was to photograph prisoners-of-war in groups in Dunham 
Massey Camp.  After the war I was called up into the RAF on National 
Service and spent my time as a photographer in Germany, and I have 
attended many reunions there.  I later settled down as a free lance, 
travelling as far as the Falklands so I have had a good full life.  Some of 
that must be down to Bradbury. 
 
 
Margaret Birchall (née Fox) 
My grandfather Adam Fox walked to Altrincham from the village of 
Holmrook in the Lake District about 1870 looking for work and got a job 
with Whipps near Hale Road bridge as a joiner.  He eventually became a 
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Margaret Birchall 
 

very successful builder in Hale and put up four semis at the top of Victoria  
Road then numerous substantial villas in Ashley Road, Broad Lane, Hale 
Road, Park Road, Park Avenue, and South Downs Road.  He built the 
whole of Seddon Road in 1909-11 and his own house in Heath Road, still 
called Holmrook.  He named Seddon Road after his friend Richard Seddon 
who was prime minister of New Zealand and the Seddon family came over 
to name the road.  At one time he went to New York working as a clerk of 
works on skyscrapers.  My mother and father lived at 25 Spring Road 
which is where I was born.   

My parents first sent me to Culcheth 
Hall School but my father became bankrupt 
and I moved to Stamford Park School and 
then attended Bradbury from 1928 to 1933, 
leaving at 16 with a school certificate.  I 
walked to school and came home for dinner.  
Boys and girls were kept separate in classes.  
The headmaster was Mr Boucher who lived 
near me at 11 Spring Road, and teachers 
included Miss Young (‘Dame Trott’) who 
taught French, Frank Burrows who also ran a 
dancing school in Willowtree Road, and Mr 
Knowles.  We used steel pens and inkwells 
and had occasional homework.  The teaching 
was reasonable and my best subject was 
probably English literature.  After I left school I got a job advertised in the 
Manchester Evening News working for an insurance company near 
Manchester Cathedral.  After that I joined the Army for 5-6 years hoping 
to see the world but didn’t leave Britain and then came back to live at 
Spring Road. 
 
Stella Blackburn (née Palmer) & Jean Townsend 
We were both at Bradbury from about 1954 to 1958, leaving at 15 and 
have remained good friends ever since.  Stella went to school on her bike 
which she had from Doug Hartley and kept for 40 years.  Jean walked.  A 
school uniform had to be worn in the lower school and Stella still has her 
tie and scarf.  There was an assembly in the school hall each morning 
which the Roman Catholic pupils didn’t attend but met in a separate room.  
The hall was also used as a gym with the apparatus kept on the wall.  It 
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Bradbury tie 
with House 

Captain badge 
(Stella 

Blackburn) 
 

was also used for country and ballroom dancing on wet days 
when all pupils took part, girls on one side and boys on the 
other, led by teachers Mr Murray and Mrs Burke who were 
brilliant.  We also all went to Burrows School of Dancing in 
Willowtree Road, Altrincham later and became good 
dancers, and took advantage of the bar installed there.   

Head teachers were Mr Rigby (who was also a JP), 
and, after we left, Mr Terry.  Teachers we remember include 
‘Killer’ Murray (games) who was ex-services and very 
strict, ‘Minnie’ Mitchell (music), Mrs Burke, Mr Christie 
(RE), Miss Margaret Searle, Miss Foot and Mrs Knight 
(domestic science), Miss Berry (remedials), Mr Burbage 
(woodwork), Mrs Muir (maths), Mr Knowles (art), Mr 
Bispham (typing and art).  Laurie Jones was also a music 
and science teacher and later started the Hale Light 
Orchestra.  We both remember domestic science as our best 
subjects.  Classes were of about 35 pupils, a few two per 
desk.  Punishment was rare but the cane always threatened.  
Netball was played in the playground and at Christmas there were class 
parties.  We put on A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream once.  Sports days 
were held each summer. 

In the first two years classes were mixed for boys and girls.  After 
that pupils were put into the commercial stream (classes 3a, 4a) or the 
technical stream (classes 3b, 4b).  The commercial stream pupils were 
taught typing and bookkeeping.  The typewriters were old, had a cover 
over the keyboard and folded into the desk.  Science was taught upstairs. 

Miss Foot (who was very strict) and Miss Berry lived in the 
housewifery building so that both boys and girls did their housework, 
made their beds, washed up, did the washing and ironing.  They had a cat 
and we remember it having kittens.  There was also a separate 
prefabricated kitchen where Margaret Searle taught us cooking and baking.  
The boys had an allotment nearby and learned gardening. 

There were often trips abroad at Easter but they were expensive.  We 
remember prefects being used to supervise pupils returning to their 
classrooms, ensuring that a single file went upstairs by standing at each 
landing.  It was a very happy school and certainly some of our best days 
were spent there.  We still have other friends we both see from then.  Stella 
was house captain of Tudor.  There were two school choirs.  The school 
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was also used as a very successful night school for the public, teaching for 
example woodwork and art. 

After I left school I (Stella) went to Altrincham Business College and 
then we both did three years’ cake decorating at night school.  I became 
employed as a junior accounts clerk at Co-op Insurance on Moss Lane and 
became chief clerk.  In all I spent 40 very happy years there.  Jean started 
as a trainee nurse at Altrincham General Hospital until 1962/3 and then 
fully trained at Wythenshawe and Withington Hospitals,  42 years in all. 

 
Jean Blades (neé Wykes) 
After attending Bowdon Church School I went to Bradbury from 1932 to 
1935, leaving at 14.  At that time one had to pass an exam to get to 
Bradbury or stay on at the primary school and try again.  I walked to 
school which had a blue uniform of gymslip, tie and hatband.  The hours 
were 9 to 12 and 13:30 to 14:15 with a 10-minute break in the morning.  
There were separate entrances for boys and girls but we were taught 
together.  There were assemblies at the start and end of the day in the hall 
which was also used for physical training.  Mr Shuard was the headmaster 
and I remember teachers as Mr Knowles, Mr Hodgeson, Mr Burrows, Mr 
Burke, Miss Young, Miss Aston, Miss Munn, Miss Harvey, Miss 
Adamson, Miss Foot and Miss Barrett.  We wrote with pencils, and pen 
and ink.  There were bench seats in the classroom and we had homework 
daily.  Classes were quite small, about 20 pupils.  I only remember one 
speech day but each Christmas we had a dance with supper in the art room. 

My best subjects were maths and French.  In the playground we had 
ball games and did a lot of chatting in groups.  I was active in netball and 
hockey and enjoyed cookery, housewifery, and sewing.  I remember one 
amusing incident in cookery in which Miss Foot was demonstrating 
cooking when a girl called out “My mother doesn’t do it like that and she’s 
a good cook.”  They were definitely not the best years of my life but I have 
kept some long friendships such as Margaret Sutcliffe whom I knew 
before Bradbury through guides.  I thought the quality of teaching was 
satisfactory but felt that there was nothing specific I had been prepared for 
at school.  When I left I started clerical work for a firm which made textile 
machinery and then war contracts.  I was called up in 1942, by which time 
I was engaged.  After the war I married and didn’t go back to work. 
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Photos, taken at Bradbury, of the woodwork room exhibiting work done              
with me by the pupils in 1966 (Peter Braun) 

Peter Braun 

I taught at Bradbury School from September 1964 until July 1966.  It was 
my first teaching post having come from industry via teacher training 
college. It was possibly the most enjoyable two years of my teaching 
career.  Mr Terry, the head, plus his staff had a firm but fair control over 
the school and the ‘kids’ came first.  There was a good staff relationship 
both in and out of school hours. I recall the Hobbies 
Evening for the pupils that ran on a Wednesday.  I taught 
woodwork but sadly that was in the days when only boys 
did that subject.  It was 1970 before that barrier was 
broken.  I have very fond memories of my two years at the 
school and still see some staff socially. 
 
Barry Comar 
I didn’t go to Bradbury but had contact through my mother, Margaret 
Comar, who taught there.  I played on the staff hockey and cricket teams 
and went on many of the weekend school field trips, which Margaret 
organised, as the male-in-charge in the youth hostels which were used for 
accommodation over night. 
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Kathleen Curry 
My Bradbury years were from 1935 to 1939, leaving school at 15.  I used 
to walk to school which had separate entrances for girls and boys and had 
a uniform.  The headmaster was Mr Shuard and teachers I remember 
include Miss Barrett, Miss Munn (physical education), Miss Young 
(French), Miss Harvey, my favourite (English), Mr Williams (PE), Miss 
Adamson (history), Mr Burrows (geography).  The quality of teaching was 
pretty good, mainly from female teachers because of the war. 

Miss Young taught French and had a boyfriend who was in France 
during the 1914-18 War.  He had been a member of a swimming club in 
Sale, and wore a swimming costume with SALE printed across the front.  
This caused a great deal of amusement among the French swimmers. 

Miss Harvey taught English literature and read a great deal of poetry 
to us, especially the war poets.  She also taught us to write poetry, which 
gave me a great deal of pleasure.  On one occasion I sent a poem about 
daisies to the Altrincham Guardian which printed it.  My mother was quite 
overcome to find that her daughter had leapt into print.   

I passed my love of poetry on to our daughters, and elder daughter 
Helen became a poet herself whilst reading English literature at York 
University.  Two years ago she read her poems to a packed audience at the 
Aldeburgh Poetry Festival, along with two other poets.  She now lives in 
Scotland where she won a national prize for publishing poetry books.  
Recently she held a party for poets in the Poetry Library in Edinburgh.  
How proud Miss Harvey would have been! 

Our headmaster was Mr. Shuard, and on one occasion I tackled him 
in his study on the subject of girls doing PE in the school hall, overlooked 
by boys in the classrooms and upstairs corridors. When he referred to his 
daughter’s liking for PE, I reminded him that she attended a girls’ 
grammar school, so there were no boys to spy on them! 

The science teacher worked hard at persuading girls to go into 
nursing, and was responsible for me joining the Red Cross in a Voluntary 
Aid Detachment in the second world war. 

Mr Burrows, who taught us geography whilst chasséing around the 
classroom, also had a dancing school at his home in Willowtree Road, and 
I attended this with my brother and friends.  This must have been after 
1939 since we danced to the Blackout Stroll, changing partners when the 
lights went out.  As I was the only girl known to the grammar school boys 
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they all collided around me, causing some confusion.  However, it was an 
excellent dancing school, and we all learned to dance. 

My best subjects were English (particularly poetry) and history.  We 
were given homework, especially poetry.  The classes were about 30 and 
the classrooms OK.  Punishments were lines for the girls and the cane 
(which I deplored) for the boys.  We had daily prayers in the hall and at 
Christmas we sang carols.  Playground games included netball.  I had a 
long friendship from school, Beryl Jackson, now deceased, whose husband 
is a professor in Hong Kong.   

Following this preparation for life, on leaving school I became a 
doctor’s secretary, then a Red Cross nurse with the Army until 1945.  In 
1951 I married teacher Howard Curry and helped him to run a private 
school until he died in 1980.  In the 1950s I learned German at the 
Bradbury Night School, taught by Mr Bill Evans.  Some years later I went 
back to Bradbury to teach German at the same classes. 
 
Rowland Fleming 
I attended Seamons Moss School, Dunham Massey where I lived, from 
1928 to 1932.  I failed miserably in the entrance examination to the 
Altrincham Boys Grammar School.  In desperation my father suggested I 
take the entrance exam for Bradbury, and to my delight and his relief I was 
accepted.  From 1932 to 1936 I benefited from the excellent teaching staff, 
particularly the head, R W Shuard, a strict disciplinarian.  He specialised 
in maths (his only daughter Hilary was to become an Oxford don).  His 
other pre-occupation seemed to be devoted to separating the boys from the 
girls.  My romantic inclinations were stifled at an early age!  A sharp 
contrast to Mr Shuard, his deputy Frank Knowles was, in my eyes, a 
flamboyant character who taught art appreciation and drawing.  He 
inspired me in these subjects and in 1936 I was accepted as a pupil in a 
large architect’s practice in Manchester.  After five years service in the 
Royal Navy I became a navigation officer, thanks to Shuard’s maths.  I 
eventually qualified as an architect and had a practice in Altrincham and 
Hale from 1958 until my retirement in 1991.  I cherish the memories I 
have of Bradbury Central School but sadly many of my contempories of 
that period seem to have passed on.  Happy days! 
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Richard Hagon 
Bradbury had always been co-educational, but with increasing pupil 
numbers it was decided to split the girls and boys. So in the summer of 
1965 the girls departed for their new school which had been built at a site 
near Delahays Road, Timperley.  I attended Bradbury from 1965 to 1970, 
was head boy in my final year and left at age 16.  The hours were 9-4:15 
with a one hour lunch break and I went to school on my bike.  A full 
uniform had to be worn until the fifth form.  There was an assembly each 
morning in the main hall.  The head teacher at that time was Mr Terry with 
deputy Mr Whitehead.   

Teachers were Miss Bailey (music), Mr Smith (English & 
geography), Mr Whitehead (French), Mr Bispham and Mrs Comar 
(history), Mr Rutter and Miss Giles (religious instruction), Mr Booth and 
Mr Kellock (maths), Mr Hickling and Mrs Cooper (art), Mr Prescot 
(engineering drawing), Mr Thomas (games), Mr Burbage (metalwork), Mr 
Braun (woodwork), Mr Wilson and Miss Fosbrook (science). The quality 
of teaching was generally good and in some cases excellent.  Writing 
implements were Biros and the newly introduced Platignum fountain pens 
with an ink cartridge.  There was homework several times a week.   
Punishments were detention and (rarely) the cane. 

In my day the fabric of the school was showing its age but funding 
was never provided to substantially refurbish it.  There were about ten 
classrooms within the main building, four others as prefabs in the grounds.  
Basic desks and hard chairs were provided.  Classes were large with an 
average size of about 37.  The school hall was used for assemblies, games, 
concerts and plays.  My best subjects were English and engineering 
drawing.  I played in the school brass band.  For many years Wednesday 
night was activities night where pupils could pursue things like 
photography.  When I left school, I went to college for a year, before 
joining North West Gas in Hale as an accounts clerk. 
 
Bryn Mallion 
In 1959 I was about to embark on the next step of my education, having 
failed the 11+.  Bradbury Secondary Modern School, Queens Road, Hale 
was the place to be….according to my cousin Barry Ward who was head 
boy (Linda Holt was head girl).  My other cousins John Mallion and Jim 
Webster all told me what a great school it was and I was really looking 
forward to it. 
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The big day arrived.  We lived in Greenwood Street and, with my 
cousins, I set off to walk to school through Cally and over the Money Ash 
wooden bridge along Elm Road, Cedar Road and there it was.  I had heard 
so much about how good it was and I was finally here.  My happiness 
continued for approximately 20 minutes, as the whole school gathered in 
the hall for assembly, with all of us first years on the front row.  The 
headmaster Mr Terry welcomed us to the school, we sang a hymn, had 
prayers and in the silence a boy let off a very loud fart.  Pupils began to 
titter and I looked up smirking and just at that point Mr Terry glared at me 
and screamed, “Get out!” pointing at me.  I wasn’t sure who he meant and 
he shouted, “You, the tall one with glasses, get out.”  “It wasn’t me, sir, I 
replied.”  “Don’t give cheek,” Mr Terry replied.  So that was my 
introduction to the ‘Big School’  and I became a marked man from then 
on.  Mr Terry was only about five feet tall and he seemed to hate anyone 
taller.  It seemed that Barry Roberts, Maurice Brundrett and I spent a lot of 
time in Mr Terry’s office being caned! 

To be fair I enjoyed the majority of my time at Bradbury.  I 
remember some of the teachers: Laurie Jones, Dai Griffiths, Miss Fell, Mrs 
Derbyshire, Miss Foot, Mrs Knight, Jim Burbage, Norman Bispham, 
Arthur Prescot, Miss Bailey, Mr Rutter, Mr Evans (‘Eggo’), etc.  I 
remember the school song, The Symbol of our Eagle Blue.  I remember 
going to the old Altrincham baths, to learn to swim.  I remember the field 
on Urban Road where we used to play football but had to check it first for 
broken glass.  I remember some of the stage productions including: The 
Bells of Bruges and The Tempest, etc.  In the main, I have good memories.  
Whilst not many pupils went to university, it would be fair to say that the 
majority did OK in their lives.  I have organised the past four reunions 
which have been held approximately every five years, but because time 
marches on, I will be doing them every three years from now on.  I am a 
member of Altrincham Court Leet. 

 
David Mardon 
After attending Stamford Park School, I moved to Bradbury from 1944 to 
1948, walking to school and initially coming home for dinner.  Later my 
mother negotiated to pay 2s per week for school dinners.  The boys and 
girls had been in separate classes until Mr Shuard took over from Mr 
Boucher about 1932.  Until 1943 there was an entrance examination.  
Compulsory uniform was stopped during the war and for a while after.  
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Assembly was taken by the head with Miss Platt at the piano when two 
hymns would be sung and prayers said, followed by headmaster’s notices.  
The girls’ headmistress was Miss Young.  Other teachers were Miss 
Munn, Mrs Burke, Mrs Shorthall, Mrs Weir, Miss Halsall, Mr Knowles 
(deputy head), Mr Evans (sports, maths & geography), Mr Davies 
(science), Mr Griffiths (mechanics), Fred Thorne, Frank Parr, Reg Bates 
(geography), Mr Burbage who took over from Mr Wood in 1945 on 
woodwork, Miss Barber, Mr Knowles (art & book-keeping), Norman 
Bispham (the school NUT representative). 

At one time boys also went to Stamford Park School for woodwork 
under Mr Gibbon.  The ‘a’ forms had French also.  Punishments were 
detention after school and occasionally the cane from the head.  I attended 
a cub camp at Dunham in 1944 during the war run by Bob Furness and 
remember one speech day in 1947.  One Christmas Miss Barber organised 
a religious play where I was the narrator.  There was no band or orchestra 
at that time but later music teacher Laurie Jones composed the school song 
and founded the Hale Light Orchestra with Tony Smith.  My best subjects 
were English language and literature and my worst was art when I got 
2/100 about 1946.  Games were cricket or football.  Houses were York, 
Tudor, Lancashire and Stuart. 

At the end of the war there were victory celebrations and in 1946 the 
King and Queen were in Altrincham on a tour of the north west factories.  
In 1948 I remember lab assistant George Banks losing his hand at 
Altrincham Grammar School for Boys when chemistry master Geoff 
Sutcliffe saved his life with his knowledge of first aid.  In 1948 Queen 
Elizabeth inspected the troops at Dunham Park as Colonel-in-Chief.  I 
think the quality of teaching at the school was very good.  I  wanted to go 
into radio and TV sales but my parents were not sure; I tried accountancy 
for a while then various sections of a large textile firm, then Linotype sales 
and production control.  I was in the RAF for three years and am a member 
of Altrincham Court Leet. 
 
Linda Marriott (née Cardwell) 
I attended Bradbury Secondary School from 1954 for three years, starting 
my time there in class 2a, then 3com and 4com.  Mr Rigby was the 
headmaster and teachers included Mrs Westbrooke (maths), Mrs Docker 
and Mrs Grey (English), Miss Searle and Mrs Knights (housecraft), Miss 
Gardner (PE and art), Mrs Atkinson (needlework), Mrs Armstrong 
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(commercial subjects), Mr Jones (music), and Mr Christie (religious 
education). 

I lived in Denzell Gardens, Bowdon, where my father was a 
gardener, and went by bus from Bowdon Church to Altrincham, and then 
over Lloyd Street bridge calling for Norma Sherriff and Pauline Garner en 
route.  My friend Helen Cooper and I also went to evening classes at 
Bradbury for art & craft and we used to cycle clutching huge canvasses 
under our arms! 

My favourite lessons were English and art, and consequently my 
favourite teachers were Mrs Grey and Miss Gardner respectively.  I 
remember the schoolgirl thrill of Miss Gardner coming up one evening to 
play tennis with us at Denzell, which had three good grass courts, and her 
pointing out to me how the flames of a fire looked in the evening light!  
Mr Rigby took the morning assemblies, when a hymn was sung and 
prayers and the collect for the day were said.  When he took a class with us 
I remember he was a good shot with a piece of chalk at any troublesome 
pupil on the back row. 

We had needlework lessons with Mrs Atkinson and the first thing we 
had to make was a housecraft apron – blue of course, with our initials 
embroidered on the bib, I think in our house colour.  Then I made a school 
blouse and by the time the rather grubby item was finished it didn’t fit.  
We had several treadle sewing machines and I still know how to thread 
one.  We had whole mornings of housecraft, as it was called then, with 
Miss Searle, in a prefabricated building alongside the playing field.  I 
remember creaming butter and sugar together till my muscles screamed, 
because the mixture had to be light and fluffy and you couldn’t hear the 
sugar against the side of the bowl – Miss Searle used to come round and 
listen for it!  We had a reputation for cake decorating, and held an 
exhibition of Christmas cakes, very much ornamented with trellis work 
and rosettes.  I don’t remember how we got them home, as not many 
pupils had cars at their disposal.  There must have been a lot of aching 
arms. 

While I quite enjoyed the housecraft lessons, I dreaded the time that 
the girls had to spend, in groups, in ‘The House’, which I suppose was 
once a caretaker’s cottage, where now Miss Foot and Miss Berry lived.  
Each morning of our stay there – two sessions of three weeks – we took 
down from a hook behind the door a white-painted piece of wood with a 
set of domestic duties painted on it in black – like cleaning some fluey 
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chimney, washing floors, etc.  Miss Foot would patrol around with her 
hands behind her back, and issue white cards (bad) and blue cards (good) 
as she judged the standard of our efforts.  We always felt she was grossly 
unfair.  And the slipper was always a threat.  The girls in commercial 
classes were allowed out for typing/bookkeeping lessons, but we missed 
all other lessons. 

We had music lessons with Mr Jones and I remember singing songs 
like ‘She walks in beauty, like the night’ and ‘Who is Sylvia’.  I went on a 
weekend school trip to London, to visit the Ideal Home Exhibition.  We 
had a day’s sightseeing and I remember Mrs Knights being rather cross 
with me as I had missed the Changing of the Guard because I was fussing 
a black poodle!  We had a meal on the train on the way back – very 
exciting – and the menu said ‘French fries’, and I said in a loud clear 
voice, “But you said we were having chips,” very much offending Mrs 
Knights again! 

I was Tudor house captain and, for a few months before I left, head 
girl.  The very modest duties included counting the blue and white cards 
issued to your house and standing on the corners of the stairs and telling 
people to walk, not run.  We played netball in the playground and rounders 
on the playing field.  There was a long-jump pit and high jump, and we 
held an annual sports day.  Norah Blockley was the proud possessor of a 
pair of spikes – she was an excellent athlete and we envied her shoes.  We 
also went regularly to Altrincham swimming baths – how good the cold 
buttered toast tasted on the way back to school. 

The school hall was well-equipped for gym, and on rainy days was 
used for country dancing.  I remember the ‘Dashing White Sergeant’ and 
‘Stripping the Willow,’ and still love the tunes we danced to.  There were 
school dances, and I tried Pamela Whitworth’s lipstick in the cloakroom!  
Mrs Yarrow and her dinner ladies produced (I thought) delicious lunches.  
I specially remember the scoops of mashed potato, seemingly limitless 
gravy, jam roly-poly and custard and semolina with jam.  There were 
seconds for those on second sitting.  This was of course, fresh food cooked 
daily on the premises. 

One day during our last term Mr Rigby came around and asked if 
anyone fancied a job in Altrincham at a firm of estate agents.  I put up my 
hand, went for the interview and got the job – at a wage of £2 per week.  
That was all the careers advice I had!  This firm, Syers & Nephew on 
Kingsway, now occupied by Hill & Co I think, was even more Dickensian 
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than a TV drama – unbelievable.  I was the junior, and Mr Syers used to 
send me out to get tablets of Imperial Leather soap.  His son, Mr John, 
walked about in some awe of his father, carrying huge ledgers on his 
shoulders.  People used to come in to pay rent and ask whether we had any 
houses for sale for £200, which we did!  I stayed there a year or so and 
then went to Altrincham Business College under Miss Bell who could tell 
whether you made a thick or thin stroke in your shorthand from the front 
of the class when you were sitting at the back.  A formidable teacher but, 
as six months at the college cost our parents the then quite considerable 
sum of £30, she did give value for money and a good job at the end of it.  I 
went to work as a shorthand/typist/secretary at British Resin Co. in Hale, 
and then in Wilmslow when it was taken over by Dow Chemical Co. 

I was very happy at Bradbury and I really didn’t want to leave 
school.  I don’t remember much, if any, homework and I left with no 
qualifications to speak of, but I think ‘O’ levels, and certainly French, 
were being introduced as I left. 
 
Avis McInnes (née Miller) 
I was at Bradbury from 1956 to 1960.  I seem to remember that we had to 
go to the house (housewifery) for six weeks.  It was the first time I stood 
up for myself.  First of all I didn't want to go in to learn how to dust, clean 
etc; and dear Mr Christie did try and talk the headmaster into changing his 
mind for the pupils who felt like me that we could and had learnt to do all 
that at home.  Having said that, I was the only one to protest at the time as 
most of the girls thought that housekeeping was a good way to get out of 
lessons.  Miss Foot, hands behind her back, would strut her stuff up and 
down the hall of the house that she and Miss Berry shared.  On the third 
day she told me that I was to do their washing.  I stood my ground and 
said, “No, I don’t do my own mother’s washing and smalls and I’m not 
doing yours.”  Well, she was angry and said, “Straight to the headmaster 
with you girl!”  So we did just that.  She explained her side and left me 
with him to give my reasons.  When I explained that we were supposed to 
scrub their stays and smalls and that I wasn't prepared to do that and it was 
unacceptable to think we should, he looked a little sheepish and said, “I 
understand how you feel but that was part of my EDUCATION.”  
“Really,” I said, feeling very angry at that comment.  “Well, I have learnt 
all that from my mother and don’t really see the need to go over it again.”  
I also felt we were being used as lackies (which of course we were).  At 
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that point he was starting to look a little annoyed with me.  How dare this 
miss talk to him with that attitude.  He finished off by saying that I had to 
write out lines for my comments and to return to the house. 

Something must have happened later in the week because I was sent 
back to my class a couple of days later and only did a week in 
housewifery.  Mr Christie called out my name on the Monday for roll call 
and when I answered he had a large grin on his face.  He was a lovely man 
and like me thought it better to learn things that were going to help in my 
education other than dusting.  Some of the girls thought me mad as they 
were happy to pass the time in the house, but not this girl.  I suppose their 
thinking was most of the girls would be married and pregnant by the time 
they were in their late teens. 

Another thing I remember was a shy rather large girl in my class who 
Mrs Derbyshire insisted had to try and jump over the horse during physical 
education but couldn’t.  Her legs were quite badly bruised by the end of 
the lessons and she was quite distressed.  When we had our next PE she 
bought a letter from her doctor to ask for her to be excused from doing the 
vaulting.  Mrs Derbyshire appeared quite annoyed and said she would still 
have to change into PE gear (navy blue knickers and white blouse) after 
which she made the poor girl stand like that up against the wall for the 
whole period.  Shameful really, as during this time the other kids would 
pass through the hall on their way to their next classes, and as a co-ed 
school you can imagine how some of the comments went. 

Probably like so many others, I felt cheated out of grammar school 
education as I never got less than B+ and mostly A in all my work and still 
have my school books.  Having said that, with so many youngsters 
competing for grammar schools, the odds weren’t great.  However, it didn't 
help when dad, who had been talking with a school friend’s father, asked 
him had I passed my 11 plus.  When he said, “No,” his reply was, “Well 
you should have crossed some of the councillors’ palms with silver like I 
did.”  You can imagine my father’s comment to that!  
 
Malcolm & Ian Ollier 
We attended Bradbury (between 1954 and 1962), as did our parents Len 
and Dorothy (who met at Stamford Park School).  We remember Grange 
Calveley, who lived in Appleton Road and went on to create the TV 
cartoon Roobarb and Custard, at Bradbury. 
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Jean Owen (née Ryan) 
I lived just across Stamford Park and walked to Bradbury where I was a 
pupil from 1954 to 1958, leaving at 15.  The school started at 8:45am and 
classes finished at 3:45pm with morning and afternoon breaks and a one-
hour lunch.  Boys and girls wore uniforms and were only separate at 
playtime.  Each morning there was an assembly conducted by headmaster 
Mr Rigby.  I remember a long list of teachers including Mrs Knight 
(headmistress & cookery), Miss Foot and Miss Barratt (who lived in the 
school house), Mrs Burke (history), Mr ‘Minnie’ Mitchell (music), Mrs 
Derbyshire (PE & games, girls), Mr ‘Killer’ Murray (PE & games, boys), 
Mr Christie (RI), Mr Jones (science, music & choirmaster), Mr Griffiths 
(science & maths), Mr Knowles (art), Miss Docker (English), Mr Bispham 
(craft), Mr Evans, Mr Burbage (woodwork & metalwork), Miss Searle 
(cookery).  Writing was with a fountain pen with very little homework.  
There were about 30 in a class. 

The school hall was used for dancing, mixed ballroom when wet.  
Punishment was the cane and slipper.  Speech days were held at the 
Stamford Hall.  Dances were held every few months and at Christmas.  My 
best subjects were cooking and sports and I played for the school netball 
and hockey teams.  Playground activities were ball games or just sitting 
around and talking.  I think it was a good school and regret not taking 
more notice of academic subjects.  I enjoyed my time there but they were 
not necessarily the best years of my life.  When I left school everyone 
went their separate ways.  I worked in a shoe shop then in Woolworths 
where I became the staff supervisor. 

 
Margaret Sutcliffe 
My parents came from Glasgow in 1928, bought a new house in Chiltern 
Drive in 1930, and I walked to school from there coming home for dinner.  
After Stamford Park School I attended Bradbury from 1932 to 1937.  
There were separate entrances for girls and boys but we all joined together 
in classes.  The headmaster was Mr Shuard who was very strict but a 
wonderful school leader.  We all respected him and the teachers and there 
were few discipline problems but the cane was always there if needed.  I 
remember teachers Miss Munn (needlework and physical education), Miss 
Young (French), Frank Burrows (geography) and Miss Barrett & Miss 
Foot who lived in the school house.  Teaching was to a high standard.  
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Writing was with steel pens and ink wells and we had an ink monitor 
whose duty it was to top up the ink wells: a dirty job. 

There were six classrooms downstairs with science labs upstairs.  
The classrooms were comfortable with double desks and benches for about 
30 pupils.  We had regular homework.  The school hall was used for 
assembly and for dances, and for the small-scale speech day.  It had a 
memorial to World War I in it where we would place poppies on Armistice 
Day, and at Christmas we sang carols there.  We also celebrated Empire 
Day there, now long forgotten!  I was quite good at most subjects but liked 
French and sewing best.  Domestic science classes were carried out in the 
school house and in the separate kitchen building behind it; separate 
because of the fire hazard.  In the playground we played hopscotch, top 
and whip, skipping and netball.  Sports days on the playing fields were 
excellent and I enjoyed them very much.  While at school I joined 
brownies, rangers and guides and after leaving school progressed through 
various guide posts, taking on more responsibility and becoming district 
commissioner for Hale in 1950 for about eight years.  My husband Geoff 
also became district commissioner for the scouts after we married in 1948. 

I was head girl eventually with George Salem as head boy.  I was 
chosen to present Peter Burke, the school caretaker, with an umbrella to 
mark his retirement.  Schooldays at Bradbury were probably some of the 
best of my life but after taking my school certificate I had to move to the 
girls grammar school to study for a higher school certificate.  However my 
father encouraged me to take a civil service examination, if only to get the 
experience.  I passed it and was invited to join the Post Office in 
Manchester, so I left the grammar school and continued to work for the 
Post Office through the war.  During the war a bomb fell in Altrincham 
cemetery behind us and blew a gravestone through the roof of number 9 
Chiltern Drive. 

I have kept several friends from schooldays at Bradbury including 
Jean Blades, Betty Blackburn and others.  I was very sad to see the fine 
building being demolished with its parquet floors throughout, and I have 
always resisted going to see the new flats on the site.  I have been a 
member of the Congregational Church in Hale, now part of the Altrincham 
United Reformed Church, for 82 years and have been very active in church 
life. 
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Janet Walton 
I was at Bradbury from 1958 to 1962 when boys and girls were better 
integrated for teaching.  I walked to school and remember that the school 
hall was used for morning assembly with hymns and prayers, and for 
games.  Teachers included Mr Jones, Mr Prescot, Mr Rutter, Mr Bispham, 
Miss Searle, Miss Bailey, Miss Foot, Mrs Burke, Mrs Derbyshire, and Mrs 
Armstrong.  The quality of teaching was very good.  Writing was by 
fountain pen and pencil and there was maths and English homework.  
Classes were large and punishments were by slipper and cane.  There was 
an Easter celebration and a sports day.  My best subjects were English, 
sport, cookery, music, and history.  Playground games included skipping. 

I was very upset when I had to leave Bradbury at 15 because I had 
enjoyed my schooldays there.  Otherwise I was well prepared to get a job.  
The best years of my life were at Stamford Park, Bradbury and in the 
1950s and 60s generally.  I have kept in touch with school friends Susan 
Harmston and Pat Walton for 50 years.  On leaving school I went to work 
at the Linotype as a typist in the production office, then on to Baldwin & 
Francis to work in the machine shop as a pin driller until I was made 
redundant.  I very much liked the work I did and again was upset when I 
had to leave. 
 
Patricia Walton 
I attended Bradbury from 1959 to 1964 and left at 16.  The uniform was 
navy with a beret and I walked to school.  The head teacher was Mr Terry 
and teachers included Mrs Derbyshire and Mr Bispham (art).  Written 
work was with a Biro.  There was some homework but not a lot.  The 
classes were about 36 in size and the classrooms OK.  The school hall was 
used for assembly, physical education and the school disco.  Punishments 
were by slipper, ruler and being sent to see the headmaster.  There was a 
celebration on Harvest Day and pupils each received a Bible on leaving 
school.  My best subjects were English and art.  Other activities included 
cooking, sewing and house care.  The quality of teaching was generally 
good even though some teachers lacked inspiration or direction. 

Netball was a playground activity.  I particularly remember climbing 
out of the school window and getting stuck on a flat roof because one of 
the boys lost a ball and I volunteered to get it.  The teacher did not know I 
was on the roof and shut the window so that I was left there for some time 
until the next lesson before the teacher was aware that I was missing and 
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Ken Ward’s grandfather James’ 
advertisement for his  cabs 

things were rectified.  Schooldays were probably the best years of my life.  
I didn’t know what I wanted to do when I left school and had no 
qualifications but at the time there were plenty of jobs available.  I became 
a hairdresser, secretary, bank clerk and finally a registered nurse.  I have 
kept one lifelong friend from schooldays.  
 
Ken Ward 
My grandfather ran a horse-
drawn cab business from 
Peel Causeway before 
World War I with the 
garage at 20 Victoria Road, 
Hale.  My father, William, 
was at Seamons Moss 
School in 1910 when 
Captain Scott gave a talk 
and presented a sketch of 
his ship Terranova.  William 
and his brother Herbert later 
opened car showrooms at 1 Lisson Grove, Hale which had been the family 
home.  After the war there was a thriving business in teaching driving 
instruction and garage servicing and repairs.  They also ran a horse bus 
from 1900 to 1907 from the Bleeding Wolf, Hale to the Cheshire Cheese 
in Broadheath.  The Manchester trams terminated at the Pelican at that 
time. 

I attended Bradbury from 1936 to 1939 and left at 14 to become an 
apprentice electrician at Sid Feneleys in Hale.  At the time I lived at 3 
Lisson Grove and walked to school, returning for dinner.  The hours were 
9-4 with a 1½ hour dinner break.  There were no fees.  Boys and girls had 
separate entrances and playgrounds but shared classes which had bench 
seats.  Boys’ uniforms were a navy jacket with light blue trimmings and a 
matching cap.  Toilets were outside but OK. There was a daily assembly 
but no school song or hymn. 

The headteacher was ‘Pop’ Shuard who was of German origin.  
Teachers had classrooms and also specialised in subjects such as Miss 
Young (French) known affectionately as ‘Dame Trott’, ‘Taffy’ Williams 
(music & geography), ‘Dinky’ Frank Burrows (physics & geography) who 
later ran a dancing school with his wife, Elsie, in Willowtree Road, and 
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Burke (chemistry).  Writing was with steel pens and pot ink wells.  The 
teaching was good, sometimes with homework.  There were about six 
classrooms on each floor and a music room.  There was an assembly hall 
without chairs but no library.  There was a joinery workshop opposite to 
the boys’ entrance.  I was good at most subjects including maths, French, 
algebra; top in English language but bottom in English literature.  Football 
was played in the playground with a tennis ball.  I took part in sports days 
but only played cricket (for Hale) after I left school.  After Feneleys I went 
to Ernest Wood in Station Buildings, Altrincham, then worked on ships at 
Manchester Docks, and finally on X-ray machines. 
 
Noel White 
After Stamford Park School I attended Bradbury from 1941 to 1945 in 
classes 1a to 4a.  I lived in Altrincham and walked to school, coming home 
for dinner.  Boys’ and girls’ entrances and playgrounds were separate and 
the boys had a handicrafts workshop and the girls domestic science, both 
in separate buildings.  The headteacher was Mr Shuard who lived in 
Nursery Avenue, Hale.  One of the punishments was to stand outside his 
room toeing a black line.  In extreme cases he used a cane, and a teacher 
used the slipper.  There was a shortage of teachers during the war but they 
included Miss Young (French), ‘Dinkie’ Burrows (science) who went to 
Altrincham Grammar School for Boys afterwards, Davies (science), 
Evans, Burke, George Wood (woodwork and metalwork), Frank Knowles 
and Mrs Weir.  Writing was with pen and inkwell.  There was no 
homework.  The quality of the teaching was good, classes of size 40.  
There was a platform in the school hall but no chairs.  I was in the football 
team from the first year and remember playing against Wadham House 
School.  My best subjects were geography, book-keeping, arithmetic and 
algebra.  Playground games included football with a tennis ball, tick, 
marbles and conkers.  I was in the 2nd Hale Scouts under Mr Geoff 
Sutcliffe which had a camp near Pickmere.  During the war I remember the 
three bombs that fell in Byrom and Bold Streets and one on Weetman’s 
decorators’ shed. 

When I left school my first job was as an audit clerk with J Percy 
Clow, accountants in Spring Gardens, Manchester, where I received 
excellent training.  I then had two years National Service in the Royal 
Army Medical Corps and one year back with J.P.C.  After this I took a job 
as an accountant with the Music Exchange, Portland Street, Manchester, 
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then worked as a cost clerk with Linotype.  It was from the experience I 
gained at The Music Exchange that I developed the idea of a music shop in 
Altrincham and it was on 22 January 1955 that, along with Peter Swales 
who I had met up with at the accounts office previously, the first White 
and Swales shop opened at 2 Cross Street.  Many of the top recording stars 
paid promotional visits including Cliff Richards, Tex Ritter (‘The 
Wayward Wind’), Marino Marini Quartet (‘Volare’), Eve Boswell, Marvin 
Rainwater, etc.  Our second shop was in Stockport, and a third shop was at 
55 George Street, previously Nobles Furniture, where we commenced 
selling and renting TVs and white goods.  We eventually had a chain of 15 
shops in Cheshire and South Manchester, in addition to a head office and 
service department in Cecil Road, Hale.  In 1968 we sold the business to 
the national electrical giant Thorn Industries Ltd.  Just before selling White 
and Swales we had each bought one third in the Bowdon Hydro Ltd, on 
Langham Road, Tony Kirkland owning the other third.  By 1969 I became 
the sole owner of the hotel business and started an expansion programme.  
The Bowdon Hotel as it was now called was the first hotel in south 
Manchester to be awarded an RAC and AA 3-Star appointment and an 
Egon Ronay recommendation. 

I have always had an extensive career in football, playing for the 
Royal Army Medical Corps Depot 1st Team, Chester Football Club and 
Linotype, and then with Peter buying the majority shareholding in 
Altrincham FC in 1961.  Peter became chairman, and I became vice-
chairman and general manager.  We spent a lot of time organising fund-
raising events.  A memorable match was an FA Cup fixture with Wrexham 
in 1963 with Cliff Michelmore commentating from the top of the stand.  
When fog rolled off Timperley Brook the match had to be abandoned and 
was played twice more before Wrexham beat us.  In 1967 Peter moved to 
Manchester City Football Club, eventually becoming chairman and I 
became chairman of Altrincham.  In 1976 I joined the Football Association 
as a divisional representative and am now a life vice-president.  I left 
Altrincham FC in 1986 after 25 years to become a director of Liverpool 
FC where I spent 21 years, two years as chairman.  I was a member of the 
FA’s International Committee for 26 years, the last 14 as chairman, 
retiring in 2010.  I have attended four World Cup Finals in Italy, France, 
Japan, and Germany. 
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Thanks to Mike Arron for the photographs 
 Photographs 

There are many Bradbury photos held in 
Trafford Local Studies and on-line in 
Trafford Lifetimes.  There are some excellent 
(copyright) ones from the 1920s showing 
named staff, the head in his study and the 
science laboratory.  One is of the 1946 
Bradbury Victory celebrations with a group 
of girls.  There are five albums of 
professional photos of school pupils, mostly 
undated but probably from the early 1960s.  
One shows the school hall with its balcony 
and a ‘Bradbury Aeroplane Week’ chart on 
the wall.  Another has the headmaster in his 
office and another shows girls in the chemistry laboratory.  There are also 
many photos of the school buildings and interiors taken on the last day of 
the school by Mike Arron and donated to Local Studies and on Trafford 
Lifetimes.   
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Bradbury Victory Celebrations June 1946: Mr Shuard left, Mr Davies right 
Pupils on the  top row left to right include: Stanley Maxted, Ronald Winstanley, 
Kenneth Broom, Stanley Johnson, Clwyd Owen, Robert Taylor, Fred Sowerbutts, 
George Meadows.  Next row includes: Josie Royle, Mary Sibbald, Margery Leggatt, 
Jean Riley, Norma Lewis, Helen Gray, Avril Pollard.  Kneeling includes: Ralph 
Holt, Maurice Plumpton, Harold Spilsbury, David Mardon, Donald Cragg, Graham 
Rodgers, William Armes, Brian Whitby.  Seated: Kenneth Bebbington, Brian 
Humphreys (shield), Keith Bowyer, Keith Furness  (David Mardon). 
 

A Bradbury School trip 
out (about 1944) 
From the front row, left to 
right including: Gordon 
White, James Cawley, 
Derek Hamner, Derek 
Caldwell, Bill Batty, Ken 
Pearson, Stuart Brownhill, 
the Thorpe Twins (Norman 
& Alan), Brian Longstaff, 
Ronnie Haughton, Gordon 
Hewitt, Alan Blackwood 
and Noel White  (Noel 
White). 
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Class 1a, 1954 with teacher Mr Pritchard (from left to right) 
Back: Freda Astall, Rosalie Latimer, Wendy Dale, ?, Madeleine Berry, Ann Scott, 
Stella Blackburn (Palmer), Jennifer Hewes.  Next: Margaret Johnson, Ann Meacock, 
Felicity Crone, Janet Walton, Muriel Simcock, Kathleen Richards, Margaret Walker, 
Ada Poore. Next row: Pauline Brown, Christine Wilson, Joyce Tidbury, Pamela 
deVito,  Mary Bradley, Dorothy Johnson, Susan Mills, Audrey Chester.  Front row 
includes: Diane Mills, Barbara Leigh, Sheila Tomlinson, Margaret Kenyon, Joyce 
Wright, Judith Nichols, Jane Eccleston  (Stella Blackburn). 
 
Bradbury 1958: Four House Captains & Prefects (from left to right) 
Teachers: Mrs Knight 
on left, headmaster Mr 
Rigby centre, Mr 
Murphy on right 
Back: Nora Blockley, 
Stella Blackburn 
(Palmer), Alf Royle, 
Linda Marriott 
(Cardwell), Muriel 
Simcock.  Middle 
includes: Tony 
Williams, Eric Dean.  
Bottom includes: Rita 
Chapman, Wendy Dale, 
Mary Bradley, Freda 
Preston, (Mr Rigby), Helen Cooper, Barbara Leigh, Margaret Walker  (Stella 
Blackburn). 
 
Bradbury Teachers 1958 (from left to right) 
Back row includes: Mr 
Burbage, Mr Bispham, 
Mr Griffiths, Mr Jones, 
Mr Hall, Mr Christie.  
Middle row: Mr 
Mitchell ,school 
secretary Mrs Yarrow, 
Mrs Westbrooke, Mrs 
Docker, Miss Gardner, 
Miss Searle, Miss Berry, 
Mr Winfield.  Front 
row: Mrs Derbyshire, 
Mrs Grey, Miss Foote, 
Mr Rigby, Mr Murray, Mrs Knights, Mrs Armstrong, Mrs Burke (Linda Marriott). 
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Bradbury 1959. The teacher is Miss Bailey  (Jean Townsend). 
 

Bradbury Band 1967 (from left to right) 
Back:  Anthony Gleave, ?, ?, Brian Singleton, ?, ?, ?  Middle: Richard Hagon, James 
Green, David Woodhead, Philip Young, Neil Hughes, ?, Phillip Roberts,  David Fox, 
?, Robert Reid, Charles Powers, Adrian Jordan.  Front: David Richardson, Peter 
Henstock, Charles Hewitt, Ian Buxton, Margaret Bailey (music teacher),  John 
Hawker, Peter Waters, Robert Harris, Charles Lowndes  (Richard Hagon). 
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Appendix 1: The School Hymn & the School Song  
 
The School Hymn was used in the opening ceremony in 1910.  The music 
is by William Boyce c1765, and words by Hanley Moule 1905. 
 

Lord and saviour true and kind 
Be the Master of my mind 
Bless and guide and strengthen still  
All my powers of thought and will 
 
While I ply the scholar’s task 
Jesus Christ be near I ask 
Help the memory clear the brain 
Knowledge still to seek and gain 
 
Here train for life’s swift race 
Let me do it in Thy grace 
Here I arm me for life’s fight 
Let me do it in Thy might 
 
Thou hast made me mind and soul 
I for Thee would use the whole 
Thou hast died that I might live 
All my powers to Thee I give 
 
Striving thinking learning still 
Let me follow this Thy will 
Till my whole glad nature be 
Trained for duty and for Thee. 

 
The School Song, The Symbol of Our Eagle Blue, was composed in the 
1950s by music teacher Laurence Jones, words by headmaster C Rigby JP.  
The original music and words are held in Trafford Local Studies. 
 

The symbol of our eagle blue 
always before our eyes  
We’ll fight with might and main to do 
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the best that in us lies.  
And as we’re taught to love the game 
more than the victory 
For sportsmanship, we’ll seek the name. 
Sursum, Sursum, Bradbury. 
 
When all too soon upon life’s field 
bravely our parts we play 
From truth and honour, we’ll not yield 
we’ll duties’ call obey. 
Then we’ll keep faith with him whose name 
we bear so loyally 
Whose valour won immortal fame. 
Sursum, Sursum, Bradbury. 
 
In years to come when we recall 
happy and carefree hours 
We spent within the pleasant walls 
of this fine school of ours. 
Then from the past will rise again 
nobly the melody 
Of our school song with its refrain. 
Sursum, Sursum, Bradbury. 

 
(Sursum is Latin means ‘upwards’ or ‘soaring’, used by Edward Elgar as 
Sursum Corda, meaning ‘lift up your hearts’). 
 

Appendix 2: Edward Kinder Bradbury VC 
Edward Kinder Bradbury (one of two Altrincham 
VCs) was born at Parkfield, Groby Place, 
Altrincham, on 16th August 1881 the son of Judge J 
K Bradbury who practised on the Bury-Bolton 
circuit. Edward was awarded the VC, the highest 
award for bravery, for his heroism under fire in a 
battle in Northern France during WWI. He was 
educated at Marlborough College and passed out of 
the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich entering 
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the Royal Artillery in May 1900. He was promoted to lieutenant in April 
1901 and from January to October 1902 he was employed with the 
Imperial Yeomanry for service in the Cape Colony during the latter stages 
of the Boer War. He received the medal for South Africa with two clasps. 
From February 1905 to March 1907 he was employed with the King’s 
African Rifles, and promoted to captain on 4th February 1910.  Captain 
Bradbury was a respected man among his fellow officers. Whilst on leave 
he was a keen fisherman and rider. He hunted with the hounds in County 
Cork, Ireland, and on a very wet day at Punchtown Races in Ireland he 
won the ‘Soldiers Race’ on his own horse named ‘Sloppy Weather’. 
On the outbreak of the Great War Captain Bradbury was second-in-
command of ‘L’ Battery, Royal Horse Artillery with the British 
Expeditionary Force which, after being faced by an enemy far superior in 
number to our own, was retreating from Mons in Belgium on 1 September 
1914. His award of the Victoria Cross was gazetted on 2 November 1914. 
Néry – a remote, ancient village near Senlis – lay on the path of the retreat. 
‘L’ Battery was attached to the first Brigade of Cavalry and provided 
firepower to the cavalry with their six quick-firing thirteen-pounder guns. 
They were the last to arrive in Néry late in the afternoon of August 31st. It 
had been a very hot day and they had stopped on the way to water their 
horses. They had to bivouac in an open field at the extreme south end of 
the village and therefore well to the rear. 
They moved right out in the open in order to lay down good horse lines. 
Orders had been given overnight for the units of the Brigade to be saddled 
up and ready to march at dawn but a dense mist delayed any start. At 5.45 
am high explosive shells began to fall on the village from twelve German 
guns situated on high ground less than a thousand yards away. 
The German guns concentrated their fire on the horse lines of ‘L’ Battery 
and the Queen's bays next to them. The unit soon became a shambles as 
150 horses were blown to pieces and many men had been killed or 
wounded. Major Sclater-Booth, the Battery Commander, was at the 
Brigade Headquarters to find the latest news. 
Captain Bradbury raced forward, calling out for volunteers. When the men 
heard his rallying call “Come on! Who's for the guns?” They all responded 
“I am.” Bradbury's rallying call is famous all over the world. Today at the 
assembly of the US Army Reserve Blue Devils Horse Platoon, who 
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represent the US Army and the US Army Reserve as a mounted 
ceremonial and equestrian sport unit, the call is made to the platoon 
“Who's for the guns?” and the answer by each member is “I am.” They say 
it is “In honor of the Kings Troop Royal Horse Artillery” but in fact, to be 
more precise, they pay tribute to Captain E K Bradbury, VC. 
A number of men responded to Bradbury and they succeeded in 
manhandling three guns against the enemy to return fire. Two of these 
guns were soon hit and put out of action leaving only ‘F’ sub section under 
Captain Bradbury acting as layer and Sergeant David Nelson, acting as 
range setter. Sergeant Nelson found the range at 750 yards but he was soon 
wounded, and to add to that problem the ammunition wagons were 20 
yards away. Battery Sergeant Major George Dorrell then arrived to assist 
and Captain Bradbury ordered Sergeant Nelson to seek medical attention, 
but he refused, stating that he couldn’t move anyway. 
BSM Dorrell then relieved Captain Bradbury instead, and the captain ran 
across to the ammunition wagon under intense enemy fire and was hit by a 
shell which blew off his leg. Despite this crippling wound he managed to 
support himself on the other leg and continued to direct the fire of the gun 
until he was hit again. Captain Bradbury died later. Twelve German guns 
were eventually captured. 
Captain Bradbury was buried at the Néry Communal Cemetery in France. 
His Victoria Cross was presented to his mother by King George V at 
Buckingham Palace (his father had died in 1913). RSM Dorrell and 
Sergeant Nelson were also awarded the V.C. The three Néry Victoria 
Crosses are now in the possession of ‘L’ (Néry) Battery Royal Horse 
Artillery at Woolwich, along with the ‘Néry Gun’. At dawn on 1st 
September each year the action is remembered by ‘L’ Battery who present 
a thirteen-pounder field gun and a single shot. 
Captain Bradbury died on 1st September 1914 and Altrincham Higher 
Elementary School was renamed Bradbury Central School in his honour. 
The ‘L’ ( Néry Battery) Members’ Association intend to visit the village of 
Néry in 2014 to commemorate the centenary of the action at Néry (see 
www.lneryoca.org.uk). 
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Appendix 3: Architectural Drawings of the School 
 
Altrincham History Society holds a volume of twenty architectural 
drawings entitled Finished Drawings in Geography and Measurements, 
produced by third-year Bradbury pupils aged fourteen in 1923 and signed 
by the head teacher, Mr A W Boucher.  The drawings are to a high 
standard and fifteen are in colour.  They show some of the school interior, 
exterior and the surrounding district.  In all cases compass directions and 
scales are given.  Pupils were learning to plot and measure angles and 
distances accurately using a theodolite and a plane table, and a chain.  
Most of the drawings are signed.  They had been in the safe keeping of 
Bradbury teacher and Altrincham History Society member Margaret 
Comar, and were presented to the society by her son Barry.  Margaret 
started as a teacher at Bradbury in 1968 and died in 2008.  The drawings 
are of historical significance.  The scan quality varies but are best seen in 
colour on a ‘pdf’ version of this document on disk. 
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1. Yards, School & Playing 
Fields by F Thornalley.  
Separate boys’ & girls’ 
playgrounds & playing fields. 
In colour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Plans of the ground and 
top floors of Bradbury by F 
Thornalley, including the 
separate housewifery 
department and the manual 
room (woodwork & 
metalwork).  Original scale 
1”=32’. 
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3. The housewifery department in its 
separate building drawn by F 
Cassidy.  The ground floor shows the 
kitchen, larder, classroom, 
cloakroom, and laundry. The upper 
floor shows three bedrooms and a 
sitting room.  In colour. 
 
4. A more detailed plan of the school 
by Tom Davies.  The ground floor 
shows the boys’ entrance on the left 
(NE side), the girls’ entrance on the 
right (NW side) and the corridor 
through the hall between them.  
From the boys’ side the cloaks are 
on the left followed by the 
headmaster’s study and stairs to the 
upper floor.  There are seven 
classrooms off the hall including the 
art room on the right.  The girls’ 
entrance has cloakrooms on the 
right followed by the staffroom and 
stairs to the upper floor.  The six 
classrooms have 25 desks, 
accommodation for up to 50 in a 
class, 300 pupils in total.  However 
the school was designed for 250                               

pupils and pupils report 
about 35 in a class in 
later years, confirmed by 
photos.  During WWII 
refugee pupils were 
admitted and class sizes 
were larger.  The upper 
floor shows a second 
staff room with a 
corridor over the hall 
leading to three 
laboratories.  The two 
floors of the housewifery 
department are also 
shown.  Original scale 
1”=32’.  In colour. 
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5. The Chain Survey drawn by Tom 
Davies shows a  plan of the whole 
school and two playing fields.  
Stamford Park Road is incorrectly 
labelled as Moss Lane.  There is a 
garden in the northeast corner.  
The housewifery department is 
shown on the Queens Road side, 
the girls’ playground with a 
garden, and the boys’ playground.  
The nurseries ran right up to Hale 
Road and belonged to Clibrans.  
The scale is shown in links and 
chains.  In colour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Stamford Park, drawn by H 
Barnett.  This plane-table survey of 
the park, just northwest of the 
school, shows the swings, 
ornamental ponds, playing fields, 
bowling greens, flagpole, pavilion, 

ornamental gardens, 
and bandstand. 
Charter Road is to the 
west, Moss Lane to the 
north, Queens Road to 
the east and Stamford 
Park Road to the 
south. The survey 
lines are shown and 
the scale is in links 
and chains.  In colour. 
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7. Bollin 
Sketch Plan by 
H Barnett. This 
shows a short 
section of the 
River Bollin 
with sight lines, 
angles and a 
section across 
the river.  In 
colour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8. Roads in the 
Neighbourhood by K 
Evans.  The school is 
in the northwest 
corner built on a field 
called Nearer Hey 
enclosed from the 
medieval Hale Open 
Field.  Hale Road, 
Queens Road, 
Stamford Park Road, 
Grove Lane, Bancroft 
Road and Hermitage 
Road are shown. 
Nurseries stretch from 
the school up to Hale 
Road and across to the 
present Acacia Avenue 
and over Hale Road.  
Acacia Avenue, 

Graysands Road, Clarence Road, Chiltern Drive and Rivington Road have not 
yet been built.  Altrincham cemetery is at the top.  Hale Field Farm can just be 
seen just below the five houses on the west side of Queens Road.  A prismatic 
compass traverse was used and the scale is in yards.  In colour. 
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9.  Ten-Mile Radius Around the 
School drawn by F Cassidy.  
This is a circular plan of the 
roads around the school as far 
north as Walkden and 
Pendlebury, south to Peover, 
west to Latchford, east to 
Stockport.  It shows first, 
second and third class roads, 
railways and churches.  The 
original  scale was 1”=2 miles.  
In colour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
10.  Ten Miles Around 
Manchester, unsigned.  
Manchester is the centre of 
this circular map which has 
Bury and Rochdale to the 
north, the River Bollin to the 
south, Worsley to the west 
and Stalybridge to the east.  
It shows rivers, canals and 
the Manchester Ship Canal,  
with height contours.  In 
colour. 
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11.  Timperley Brook near 
the School by Louis Denton 
& Eric Bowden.  Measured 
with a theodolite and tape.  
Distances and angles used to 
sketch the brook are shown 
with the brook and its bridge. 
Two sections across the 
brook are also given.  The 
original scale is 1”=20’.  In 
colour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
12.  Timperley Brook by 
Eric Bowden.  A theodolite 
and tape have been used to 
measure and sketch the 
brook which is ten minutes 
walk from the school.  The  
brook and its bridge, and 
two sections are shown with 
flow direction.  Notation 
says “finished sketch – for 
the purpose of studying its 
windings, and the way a 
brook wears down its 
banks.”  Section AB shows 
the undercutting of its right 
bank.  Section CD shows the 
undercutting of the left 
bank.  Original scale 
1”=20’.  In colour. 
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13.  Part of the River Bollin by 
Louis Denton.  The plan shows 
measurements taken from two 
points with angles.  The river is 
shown with two sections and flow 
direction.  In colour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14.  Near the School by F 
Thornally.  The drawing shows 
Stamford Park School including 
the Infants, on the other side of 
Queens Road.  The school is 
sketched in outline, together with 
the caretaker’s house and the 
houses opposite on Cedar Road. 
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15.  Block Plan near the School by F Cassidy.  As plan 14, scale 1”=40’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16.  District near the School, unsigned.  Similar to plan 14 but including houses on 
Stamford Park Road and Oak Road. 
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17.  One-Mile 
Radius by J Eccles 
shows distances to 
St. Margaret’s 
Church, Altrincham 
Market, Timperley 
Cricket Ground, 
Hale Barns Village, 
St. Peter’s Church, 
Hale Station and 
Bowdon Church.  
The scale is in ¼ 
miles and the map 
shows longitude, 
and the population 
of Altrincham, 
Bowdon and Hale 
in 1923. 

 
18.  School Gate by Tom Davies & Eric Bowden, showing an elevation of the 
school gates at the boys’ entrance.  The gate was scrapped  during the Second 
World War.  Original scale 1/12 full size.  In colour. 
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19.  The School 
Hall from the 
Girls’ Entrance 
by F Roberts.  
The sketch is 
untitled.  The 
balcony linked 
classrooms on 
the upper floor.  
There were no 
chairs.  A clever 
perspective in 
colour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20.  The Boys’ Entrance 
Hall by F Roberts 
(untitled).  The stairs to the 
upper floor are on the left, 
the head’s study beyond.  
The girls’ entrance is in the 
distance.  Another 
perspective in colour. 
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The local Guardian dated 23 April 1915 reported: 
Bradbury School: Mr Irving Webster, a master on the staff at Bradbury 
Higher Elementary School, left in December 1914 as Captain in 11 
Battalion The West Riding Regiment (Duke of Wellington’s). The 
Principal Mr Brooks (I might have got this wrong) has been informed that 
his wrist was badly slashed in the fighting at Neuve Chapelle where the 
Army suffered heavy losses. Mr Webster was now in hospital at St Alloys 
near Neuve Chapelle. 
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